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IltlilXE!iII©IIS  ©^    TIMIS  AiyiiriH]©!^ 


i  HE  FrcDch  have  Dothing  ia  their  language 
Mmparable  to  Gil  Bias :  bat  the  memory  of 

1  the  author  has  been  consigDed  to  a  very  few 

i  scanty  notices. 

i.AiN  Rbnb  Li  Saob  was  born,  according 

^  to  one  of  his  biographers,  in  1677,  at  Ruyi, 

i  in  Brittany ;    or,    according  to  another,    in 
i,  at  Vannes.     At  the  age  of  twenty-five 

f  he  came  to  Paris,  with  a  view  to  atady  philo- 
^- — -  '"■>  Bophy.  He  made  himaelf  first  known  by  a 
psrapbrastic  translation  of  the  Letters  of  Aristenetus.  He  then  travelled 
thjongh  Spain,  and  applied  to  the  study  of  the  Spanish  language,  cuEtoroa 
and  writers  :  from  whom  he  adopted  plots  and  fables,  and  transfused  them 
bto  his  native  tongne  with  great  facility  and  success.  His  works  of  this 
kind,  are  Guzman  de  Albrache ;  the  Bachelor  of  Salamanca  ;  Gil  Bias  ; 
New  Adventures  of  Don  Quixote,  originally  written  by  Avellaneda ;  Asmo- 
deoi,  the  Devil  on  Two  Sticks ;  and  some  others  oflesS  note.  Of  the  Asmo- 
deos,  we  are  told  thst  the  first  edition  had  amazing  success,  and  the  second 
uld  with  still  greater  rapidity.  Two  noblemen  coming  to  the  bookseller's 
foDod  only  one  single  copy  remaining,  which  each  was  for  purchasing  ;  and 
the  dispute  grew  so  warm,  that  tbey  were  going  to  decide  it  by  the  sword, 
had  not  the  bookseller  interposed. 


^  MXMOXE   or   TBK    ▲UTROR. 

He  was  olao  diatingimhed  for  some  dramatic  pieces,  of  which  CriBpin  and 
Torcaret,  both  comedies,  were  the  most  successful,  and  allowed  to  fall  very 
little  short  of  the  genios  of  Molidre.  He  composed  also  many  pieces  for 
the  comic  opera* 

It  was  hia  custom  to  read  his  plays  in  certain  fashionable  circles,  before 
they  were  pablidy  represented.  On  one  of  those  occasions,  when  engaged 
to  read  a  piece  at  the  duchess  de  Bouillon's,  an  unexpected  affair  detained 
him  until  a  considerable  time  after  the  appointed  hour.  The  duchess,  on 
his  entrance,  pleasantly  reproached  him,  for  having  made  the  company  lose 
two  hours  in  waiting  for  him.  *'  If  I  have  made  them  lose  them,"  said  Le 
Sage*  "  nothing  can  be  more  easy  than  to  recover  them,  I  will  not  read 
my  play ;"  and  immediately  took  his  leave  :  nor  could  any  invitation  induce 
him  to  visit  the  duchess  a  second  time. 

He  had  several  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  long  a  distinguished 
actor  on  the  French  stage,  under  the  name  of  Montmenil ;  and  was  a  man 
of  irreproachable  character.  He  died  suddenly  while  partaking  of  the  plea- 
sures of  the  chase,  Sept.  8«  1743. 

His  death  was  a  severe  loss  to  his  father,  who  was  now  grown  old,  and 

had  been  poorly  rewarded  by  the  age  which  he  had  contributed  so  often  to 

entertain.     He  was  likewise  at  this  time  very  deaf,  and  obliged  to  have 

recourse  to  an  ear«tmmpet.    This  infirmity  depriving  Le  Sage  of  the  most 

rational  pleasures  of  society,  he  retired  to  Boulogne-sur-mer,  in  the  cathedral 

of  which  one  of  hia  sons  held  a  canonry  :  and  although  of  an  advanced  age, 

he  left  the  metropolis  of  taste,  literature  and  gaiety,  with  considerable 

regret.     He  did  not  enjoy  his  retirement  long,  being  cut  off  by  a  severe 

illness,  Nov.  17,  1747,  in  his  eightieth  year.  He  was  interred  at  Boulogne, 

with  the  following  epitaph : — 

**  Sous  ce  tombean  g^t  Le  Sa^,  abattu 
Par  le  daean  de  la  Parque  importune ; 
S'li  ne  fut  pas  ami  de  la  Fortune, 
II  fut  toigonn  ami  de  la  Vertu." 

His  character  is  said  to  have  been  truly  amiable ;  he  was  free  from 
ambition,  and  courted  fortune  no  fiuther  than  was  necessary  to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  and  quiet  of  a  literary  life. 

Of  aU  his  works,  that  now  presented  to  the  reader  is  by  fEu*  the  most 
popular,  and  deservedly  ranks  very  lugh  among  the  productions  of  historical 
fimcy.  It  has  been,  we  believe,  translated  into  every  European  lang^uage, 
and  received  in  all  nations  as  a  faithful  portrait  of  human  nature.  Few 
books  have  been  so  frequently  quoted,  as  affording  happy  illustrations  of 
general  manners,  and  of  the  common  caprices  and  infirmities  incident  to 
man.  *'  Le  Sage,*'  saya  Dr.  Moore,"  proves  himself  to  have  been  intimately 
acquainted  with  human  nature.** 
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TIHIB   AUTIMI©K'3   e>seLAfiATI®N. 


■  there  uv  lome  peopk  who  cannot  read 
without  making  applicationa  of  the  vicious 
and  liuUcrons  characters  they  meet  with  in 
k  works  of  this  kind,  I  dedare  to  these  mis* 
1  chtevons  readers,  that  they  will  be  to  blame, 
t  if  they  ap^y  any  of  the  pictarea  drawn  in 
[  thn  book.  I  publicly  own  that  my  por- 
I  pose  is  to  represent  life  as  we  find  it ;  bnt 
i2—  ^=~  ^  God  forbid  that  I  ahonld  undertake  to  de> 
uneate  any  man  m  particular '  Let  no  reader,  therefore,  assume  to  him- 
self that  which  properly  belonga  to  others,  lest,  ss  Ptusdrus  observes,  he 
luake  an  unlucky  discovery  o(  his  own  character.  Stubt  nudabit  ammi 
ttnucieKtiim.  There  are  physidans  in  Castile  ss  well  as  in  France, 
irbose  practice  consists  in  evacuating  their  patients  a  little  too  much ;  imd 
the  same  vices  and  peculiarities  of  dispONtion  ore  to  be  seen  everywhere. 
I  confess  that  I  have  not  always  exactly  observed  the  manners  of  the 
Spaniards ;  and  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  disorderly  lives  of  the 
players  at  Madrid,  may  reproach  me  with  having  described  their  iiregu- 
buities  with  too  much  tenderness :  but  I  thought  it  was  necesBary  to 
•often  them  a  little,  that  they  might  be  the  more  conformable  to  the 
nmnera  of  our  own  coontry. 


SUL   [8I.&2  T@  TMS  iss&@a^. 


^-^■^(f"*'-'"^:;^-  ,  5!^  BNTLB  reader,  berore  thou  hwreit  the  biitorj 
I   of  my  life,  give  me  loave  to  entertain  thee  «rith 
/  ^y     J   '  '     ,         jj  a  short  story. 

j  Two  acholara,  in  their  way  from  PenoofiBl  (o 
^  Salamanca,  being  thirsty  and  fatigued,  aat  down 
'':»  by  ■  spring  they  met  ii'iih  on  the  road,  lliere, 
'^^  iriiiletheyreitedchenuielvea, after  having  quench' 
a  -  '^  i>j7\  1  *^  *''*''  thirst,  they  perceired  by  accident,  upon 
iVV  '-^V^-^V  "'"'''  *^  '^'^  even  vith  the  lur&ce  of  the 
''^S^  il  J  earth,  some  letters,  akeady  half  effaced  by  time, 
tnd  the  feet  of  flocks  that  came  to  water  at  th« 
fountain  -  haring  washed  it,  they  read  theee  wonls  in  the  Casiilian  tongue : — Atfid 
estdencarandaeltilmadefLieeiKiaikPeiraOarciat.  "Uereliesinterred  theaonl 
of  the  Licentiate  Peter  Garciaa."  The  younger  of  the  two  students,  bdng  apert  cox- 
comb, no  sooner  read  this  inscription,  than  he  cried,  with  a  loud  laugh : "  A  good 
joke,  i'faith  I  here  is  interred  tha  soul — a  saol  interred!  Whu  the  devil  could  be  tba 
author  of  such  a  wise  epitaph  1  "  So  saying,  he  got  up  and  went  away  j  while  hia 
companion,  who  was  blessed  with  a  greater  share  of  penetration,  said  to  himself : 
"  lliere  is  certainly  some  mystery  in  this  affair :  I'll  stay  in  order  to  nnriddla 
it."  Accordingly,  his  comrade  was  no  sooner  out  of  sight,  than  he  began  to 
dig  with  his  knife  all  around  the  stone ;  and  succeeded  so  well,  that  he  got  it 
up,  and  found  beneath  it  a  leathern  purse,  contairlDg  a  hundred  ducats,  and  a 
card,  on  which  u-as  written  llie  following  sentence,  in  Latin ;  "  Whosoever  thou 
art  who  hast  wit  euough  to  discover  the  meaning  of  the  inacription,  inherit  my 
money,  and  make  a  better  use  of  it  than  I  have  done."  The  scholar,  rejoicing 
at  his  good  fortune,  placed  the  stone  in  its  former  situation,  and  walked  horns 
hi  Salamanca,  with  the  soul  of  the  licentiate. 

Of  what  complexion  soever  thou  mayst  be,  friendly  reader,  thou  wilt  certainly 
resemble  one  of  those  two  scholars  :  for  if  thou  perusest  my  adventures,  without 
perceiving  the  moral  instructions  they  contain,  thou  will  reap  no  harvest  from 
tby  labour  i  but  if  thou  readest  with  attention,  thou  wilt  find  in  ihain,  accordinff 
to  the  precept  of  Horace,  profit  mingl^  with  pleasure. 


ADVENTUEES 


GIL       B    L    A    S 


BOOK  I.— CHAPTER  I. 


or  TBI   BIRTH    i 

>  T  father.  Bias,  of  SantUlane,  after  having 
f  carried  arms  many'  yean  for  the  Krvice  of 
■)  the  Spanish  monarchy,  retired  to  the  town 
I  which  he  was  born,  where  he  choae  ft 
\  wife  among  the  tecond-rate  citizens,  who, 
f  though  she  was  no  chicken,  brought  me  into 
the  world  ten  months  after  her  marriage. 
They  afterwards  removed  to  Oviedo,  wher* 
J  mother  became  a  waiting-womon,  and 
)  my  father  squire*  to  a  lady  ;  and,  as  they  had 
nothing  but  their  wages  to  depend  upon,  I  should  have  run  the  chance  of  being 
*  Squirt,  or  MDUenuu.iuher,  in  SpsniBfa,  Eicudero,  is  a  pcrsoa  thai  w&itt  □□  s 
hdj.  Parmeilr,  decayed  gentlemen  were  entertiulied  by  the  oohUlly  for  thi*  pur- 
pme-  Tbey  took  their  appellation  from  tho»e  eminent  squires,  whore  office  was  ta 
cairy  the  ibield  (in  Spain  called  Eicudo)  of  their  muter. 


t  mt    BLAt. 

very  poorly  edocated,  had  it  not  been  my  good  fortune  to  lutve  m  canon  for.  my 
uncle^  whose  name  was  Gil  Peres :  he  was  my  mother's  eldest  brother,  as  well 
as  my  ^d-father,  a  Utde  man,  three  feet  and  a  half  high,  ezceauTe  €k^ 
with  his  head  sunk  between  his  shoulders;  odierwise  an  honest  ptieet; 
whose  chief  care  was  to  live  well,  that  is  to  make  good  cheer;  and  his 
Mving,  which  was  no  lean  one,  furnished  hhn  with  the  means; 

He  carried  me  home  to  his  house  whfle  an  in&nt,  taldng  chaige  of  my 
education ;  and  I  appeared  so  sprightly,  that  he  resolved  to  oulttvate  my 
genius.  With  this  view  he  bought  for  me  a  horn-book,  and  undertook, 
himself,  to  instruct  me  to  read ;  a  task  no  kas  usefol  to  him  than  to  me: 
for,  in  teaching  me  my  letters,  he  had  recourse  to  his  reading,  which  he 
hnd  alwajrs  neglected  too  much;  and,  by  dint  of  application,  enabled 
himself  to  read  his  breviary  without  hesitation;  a  qualification  he  had 
never  been  possessed  of  before.  He  had  all  the  inclination  in  the  world 
to  instruct  me  in  the  Latin  tongue  also,  because  it  would  have  been  so 
much  money  saved  to  him :  but,  alas,  poor  Gil  Perez !  he  had  never  in 
his  life  understood  the  rudiments  of  that  language,  and  was,  perhaps, 
(but  this  [  do  not  vouch  for  a  certainty,)  the  most  illiterate  canon  of  the 
whole  chapter.  I  have  been  told,  indeed,  that  he  had  not  obtained  his 
benefice  by  his  erudition ;  but  owed  it  entirely  to  the  g^titude  of  some 
pious  nuns,  for  whom  be  had  acted  the  part  of  a  zealous  commissioner, 
and  by  whose  influence  the  order  of  priesthood  had  been  conferred  upon 
him  without  examination. 

He  was  therefore  obliged  to  subject  me  to  the  birch  of  a  schoolmaster, 
and  accordingly  sent  me  to  the  house  of  Doctor  Godinez,  who  was 
reckoned  the  most  expert  fiogger  in  Oviedo.  I  improved  so  well  under 
his  instructions,  that  in  Aye  or  six  years  I  understood  a  little  Greek,  was 
a  pretty  good  Latin  scholar;  and  applying  myself  also  to  logic,  began 
to  argue  apace.  I  was  so  much  in  love  with  dispute,  that  I  stopped 
passengers,  known  or  unknown,  and  proposed  arguments  to  them ;  and 
sometimes  meeting  with  Hibernian  geniuses,  who  were  very  glad  of  the 
occasion,  it  was  a  good  jest  to  see  us  dispute :  by  our  extravagant  ges- 
tures,  g^maces,  contortions,  our  eyes  full  of  iury,  and  our  mouths  full  of 
foam,  one  would  have  taken  us  for  bedlamites,  rather  than  philosophers. 

By  these  means,  however,  I  acquired  the  reputation  of  a  great  scholar 
in  town ;  a  circumstance  that  pleased  my  unde  extremely,  as  he  foresaw 
that  I  should  not  be  much  longer  an  expence  to  him.  "Harkee,  Gil 
Bias,"  said  he  to  me  one  day,  "  thou  art  no  longer  a  child,  and  it  is  high 
time  for  a  brisk  lad  of  seventeen,  like  thee,  to  push  thy  fortune  in  the 
world :  I  am  determined  to  send  thee  to  Salamanca,  where,  with  such 
genius  and  learning,  thou  canst  not  fail  of  obtainmg  some  good  posts 


^ 


thov  chah  have  Mine  dncati  ia  thy  pocket  to  bear  thy  expenoea  on  the 
nmi;  wad  1  will  give  thee  my  own  mule,  which  thou  nwyat  sell  at 
ffdnm"""  for  ten  or  twelve  piatoles,  and  live  apon  the  money  until  thoa 
■halt  be  «Btt]ed  to  thy  aatufictioD." 

He  could  not  have  proposed  anything  more  ogreesble  to  me,  for  I 
panionately  Icoged  to  eee  the  world  :  neverthelew,  I  had  diKretkoi 
vungh  to  conceal  my  joy ;  and  When  the  time  of  my  departure  arrived, 
aftodi^  the  moat  lively  sorrow  on  leaving  an  uncle,  to  whom  I  owed  ao 
nuwy  oUigationa,  the  honeit  man  wu  melted,  and  gave  me  more  money 
&an  he  would  have  done,  could  he  have  seen  to  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 
Before  I  aet  out,  I  went  to  take  kave  of  my  father  and  mother,  who 
f^***^  me  with  advice,  exhorted  me  to  pray  to  God  for  my  uncle,  to 


lire  inoffensively,  to  eecbew  evil,  and  by  nil  means  to  refrain  from  eteal- 
tug.  After  they  had  held  forth  a  good  while,  they  made  me  a  present  of 
their  blessing,  which  was  all  I  expected  from  them ;  and  I,  mounting  my 
mole,  bade  adieu  to  Oviedo. 


g=SI^3 
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CHAPTER  11. 


HI*  BBiMG  oBiBvouai.r  alaehkd   : 

lis    CONDUCT    IN    THAT   TOWN  i     WITI 
UPPBD    WITH    BIM. 


..^  KBOLD  me  then  in  the  open  field,  clear  ot 
\  Oriedo.  on  the  road  to  Pennafior,  maater  of 
r  condact,  of  a  sorry  mule,  end  (ortv 
/  good  ducats,  exclusive  of  some  liab  which 
J  I  had  stolen  from  my  much  honoured  uncle. 
The  first  thing  I  did  was  to  let  my  beast  go 
\  at  discretion,  that  is,  very  gently  ;  jmd 
I  throwing  the  bridle  about  her  neck,  1  emptied 
'  my  purse  into  my  hat,  and  amused  myself  in 
}  coimting  my  miiney  :  my  joy  was  excessive ; 
and  as  I  had  never  seen  so  much  cash  before,  I  handled  and  gazed  on  it  with 
insatiable  delight.  I  had  reckoned  it,  perhaps,  twenty  times  over,  when  all  of  a 
sudden,  my  mule,  raising  her  head,  and  pricking  up  her  ears,  stopped  in  the 
middle  of  the  highway,  Imagining  she  was  frightened  at  something,  I  looked 
about  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and  perceived  upon  the  ground  an  old  hat, 
tamed  up,  with  a  rosary  of  great  beads  in  it ;  at  the  same  time  heard  a 
lamentable  voice  pronounce  these  words  :  "  Mr.  Traveller,  for  God's  sake 
have  pity  on  a  poor  old  soldier ;  drop,  if  you  please,  a  few  bits  into 
the  hat,  and  you  shall  be  rewarded  in  Heaven."  I  turned  my  eyes  im- 
mediately on  the  side  from  which  the  voice  issued,  and  saw  at  the  foot 
of  a  tree,  above  twenty  or  thirty  paces  firom  me,  a  kind  of  soldier,  who, 
upon  two  cross  sticks,  supported  the  barrel  of  a  carbine,  in  my  appre- 
hension longer  than  a  pike,  with  which  he  seemed  about  to  take  aim  at 
me  i  at  this  apparition,  which  made  me  quake  for  the  church's  money,  I 
stopped  short,  and  pockeiiDg  my  ducats  in  a  great  hurry,  took  out  some 
rials,  approached  the  hat  that  was  exposed  for  the  reception  of  extorted 
charity,  and  dropped  them  into  it,  one  after  another,  that  the  beggar 
night  see  how  nobly  I  nsed  him.    He  was  satisfied  with  my  boon^.  and 


gkv«  me  »  benedictioa  for  every  kick  that  I  beetowed  on  the  eides  of  my 
mule,  in  order  to  get  out  of  his  reach  ;  but  the  plaguy  beaat,  regardleu 
of  my  impatience,  moved  not  a  step  the  faster,  having  lost  the  power  of 
gilloptng,  by  a  long  habit  of  carrying  my  uncle  at  hia  own  leisure. 


t  did  not  look  upon  this  adventure  ai  a  very  favourable  omen  for  my 
jonrsey.  I  considered  that  I  might  meet  with  Bomething  Btill  worse 
before  I  ahoald  arrive  at  Salamanca ;  and  could  not  help  blaming  my 
imde'a  imprudence,  for  having  neglected  to  put  me  nnder  the  direction 
of  a  carrier.  This,  to  be  sure,  was  what  he  ought  to  have  done,  but  he 
imagined  that,  by  giving  me  his  mule,  my  journey  would  be  the  lesa 
expensiTe;  and  he  had  more  regard  to  that  consideration,  than  to  the 
dangers  I  might  be  exposed  to  on  the  road.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
repMT  bia  raisDumagement,  I  determined,  as  soon  as  I  should  arrive  at 
Fennafior,  to  sdl  the  mule,  and  take  the  opportunity  of  a  carrier  for 
Astorga,  from  whence  I  could  transport  myself  to  Salamanca  by  the 
same  conveyance :  for,  although  I  had  never  been  out  of  Oviedo,  I  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  names  of  the  towns  through  which  I  must  psss, 
having  informed  myself  of  these  things  before  I  set  out. 

I  arrived  in  safety  at  Pennaflor,  and  halted  at  the  gate  of  an  inn  that 
made  a  tolerable  appearance.  I  had  no  sooner  alighted  than  the  landlord 
came  oat,  and  received  me  with  great  civility  ;  he  untied  my  portmanteau 
with  his  own  hands,  and  throwing  it  on  his  shoulder,  conducted  me  into 
a  room,  white  one  of  his  servants  led  my  mule  into  the  stable.     I^is  inn- 
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keeper,  the  greatest  talker  of  the  Asturias,  and  as  reedy  to  rdate  his  owu 
ofiairs,  without  being  asked,  as  to  pry  into  thoae  of  anotfaer,  told  me  that 
his  name  was  Andrew  Corcuelo ;  that  he  had  served  many  years  in  the 
king's  army,  in  quality  of  seijeant ;  and  had  quitted  the  service  fifteen 
months  ago,  to  marry  a  damsel  of  Castropol,  who,  though  she  was  a 
little  swarthy,  knew  very  well  how  to  turn  the  penny.  He  said  a  thou- 
sand other  things,  which  I  could  have  dispensed  with  the  hearing  of :  but 
after  having  made  me  his  confidant,  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  exact 
the  same  condescension  from  me ;  and  accordingly  asked  who  and  what  I 
was,  whence  I  came,  and  whither  I  was  going.  I  was  obliged  to  answer, 
article  by  article,  because  he  accompuiied  every  question  with  a  profound 
bow,  and  begged  me  to*  excuse  his  curiosity  with  such  a  respectful  air,  that 
I  could  not  refuse  to  satisfy  him  in  every  particular.  This  engaged  me  in 
a  lo^g  conversation  with  him,  and  gave  me  occasion  to  mention  my 
design,  and  the  reason  I  had  for  disposing  of  my  mule,  that  I  might  take 
the  opportunity  of  a  carrier.  He  approved  of  my  intention,  though  not 
in  a  very  succinct  manner,  for  he  represented  all  the  troublesome  acci- 
dents that  might  befal  me  on  the  road,  he  recounted  many  dismal  stories 
of  travellers,  and  I  was  afraid  he  would  never  have  done :  he  concluded 
at  length,  however,  telling  me,  that  if  I  had  a  mind  to  sell  my  mule,  he 
was  acquainted  with  a  very  honest  jockey  who  would  buy  her.  I  assured 
him  he  would  oblige  me  in  sending  for  him;  upon  which  he  went  in 
quest  of  him  immediately  with  great  eagerness.  It  was  not  long  before 
he  returned  with  his  man,  whom  he  introduced  to  me  as  a  person  of 
exceeding  honesty,  and  we  went  into  a  yard  all  together,  where  my  mule 
was  produced,  and  passed  and  repassed  before  the  jockey,  who  examined 
her  from  head  to  foot,  and  did  not  fail  to  speak  very  disadvantageously 
of  her.  I  own  there  was  not  much  to  be  said  in  her  praise ;  but,  how- 
ever, had  it  been  the  pope's  mule,  he  would  have  found  some  defect  in 
her.  He  assured  me  that  she  had  all  the  faults  a  mule  could  have  ;  and, 
to  convince  me  of  his  veracity,  appealed  to  the  landlord,  who  doubtless 
had  his  reasons  for  supporting  his  friend's  assertions.  "  Well,"  said  this 
dealer,  with  an  air  of  indifFerence,  "  how  much  money  do  you  expect  for 
this  wretched  animal  ? "  After  the  eulogium  he  had  bestowed  on  her, 
and  the  attestation  of  Signor  Corcuelo,  whom  I  believed  to  be  a  man  of 
honesty  and  understanding,  I  would  have  parted  with  my  mule  for  next  to 
nothing  ;  and  therefore  told  him  I  would  rely  on  his  integrity ;  bidding  him 
appraise  the  beast  in  his  own  conscience,  and  I  would  stand  to  the  valuation. 
Upon  this  he  assumed  the  man  of  honour,  and  replied,  that  in  engaging 
his  conscience  I  took  him  on  the  weak  side  ;  in  good  sooth  that  did  not 
seem  to  be  his  strong  side ;  for  instead  of  valuing  her  at  ten  or  twelve 
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pistoles,  as  my  uncle  had  done,  he  fixed  the  price  at  three  ducats,  which  I 
accepted  with  as  much  joy  as  if  I  had  made  an  excellent  bargain. 

After  having  so  advantageously  disposed  of  my  mule,  the  landlord 
conducted  me  to  a  carrier,  who  was  to  set  out  the  next  day  for  Astorga. 
This  muleteer  let  me  know  that  he  would  depart  before  day-break,  and 
promised  to  wake  me  in  time,  after  we  had  agreed  upon  the  price,  as  well 
for  the  hire  of  a  mule  as  for  my  board  on  the  road ;  and  when  every 
thbg  was  settled  between  us,  I  returned  to  the  inn  with  Corcuelo,  who, 
by  the  way,  began  to  recount  the  carrier's  history;  he  told  me  every 
drcumstance  of  his  character  in  town,  and,  in  short,  was  going  to  stupify 
me  again  with  his  intolerable  loquacity,  when,  luckily  for  me,  a  man  of 
a  pretty  good  appearance  prevented  this  misfortune,  by  accosting  him 
with  great  civility.  I  left  them  together,  and  went  on,  without  suspecting 
that  I  had  the  least  concern  in  their  conversation. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  inn,  I  called  for  supper,  and  it  being  a  meagre 
day,  was  fain  to  put  up  with  eggs ;  which,  while  they  were  being  got 
ready,  I  made  up  to  my  landlady,  whom  I  had  not  seen  before  ;  she  appeared 
handsome  enough,  and  withal  so  sprightly  and  gay,  that  I  should  have 
concluded,  even  if  her  husband  had  not  told  me  so,  that  her  house  was 
pretty  well  frequented.  When  the  omelet  I  had  bespoke  was  ready,  I  sat 
down  to  table  by  myself;  and  had  not  yet  swallowed  the  first  morsel,  when 
the  landlord  came  in,  followed  by  the  man  who  had  stopped  him  in  the 
street.  This  cavalier,  who  wore  a  long  sword,  and  seemed  to  be  about 
thirty  years  of  age,  advanced  towards  me  with  an  eager  air,  saying : 
"Mr.  Student,  I  am  informed  that  yon  are  that  Signor  Gil  Bias  of 
Santillane,  who  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  link  of  philosophy,  and  ornament 
of  Oviedo !  Is  it  possible  that  you  are  that  mirror  of  learning,  that 
sublime  genius,  whose  reputation  is  so  great  in  this  country  ?  You  know 
not,"  continued  he,  addressing  himself  to  the  inn-keeper  and  his  wife,  "  you 
know  not  what  yon  possess  I  you  have  a  treasure  in  your  house !  Behold  in 
this  young  gentleman  the  eighth  wonder  of  the  world !  "  Then  turning  to 
me,  and  throwing  his  arms  about  my  neck,  "  Forgive,"  cried  he,  "  my 
transports !  I  cannot  contain  the  joy  that  your  presence  inspires  me  with !" 

I  could  not  answer  for  some  time,  because  he  locked  me  so  close  in 
his  arms,  that  I  was  almost  suffocated  for  want  of  breath ;  and  it  was 
uot  till  I  had  disengaged  my  head  from  his  embrace,  that  I  replied : 
"  Signor  Cavalier,  I  did  not  think  my  name  was  known  at  Pennaflor." 
— "  How !  known,"  resumed  he  in  his  former  strain,  *'  we  keep  a  register 
of  all  the  celebrated  names  within  twenty  leagues  of  us :  you,  in  particu- 
lar, are  looked  upon  as  a  prodigy,  and  I  don't  at  all  doubt  that  Spain 
will  one  day  be  as  proud  of  you,  as  Greece  was  of  her  seven  sages." 


Theie  words  were  accompEinied  with  a  fresh  hug,  which  I  wb£  enforced  to 
endure,  though  at  the  risk  of  strangulation.  With  the  little  experience 
1  had,  I  ought  not  to  have  been  the  dupe  of  his  professioiu  and  hyper- 
bolical complimentB  ;  I  oaght  to  have  known,  by  his  eittavagant  flattery, 
that  he  waa  one  of  those  parasites  which  abound  in  every  town,  and  who, 
when  a  stranger  arrives,  introduce  themselves  to  him,  in  order  to  fill  their 
bellies  at  his  expence ;  but  my  youth  and  vanity  made  me  judge  quite 
otherwise :  my  admirer  appeared  to  me  so  much  of  a  gentleman,  that  I 
invited  him  to  take  a  share  of  my  supper.  "  Ah !  with  all  my  soul," 
cried  be,  "  I  eun  too  much  obliged  to  my  kind  stars  for  having  thrown 
me  in  the  way  of  the  illuatrioua  Gil  Bias,  not  to  enjoy  my  good  fortune 
as  long  as  I  can !  I  have  no  great  appetite,"  pursued  he,  "  but  I  will  Bit 
dovm  to  bear  you  company,  and  eat  a  mouthful,  purely  out  of  complai- 


So  saying,  my  panegyrist  took  his  place  right  over-against  me,  and  a 
cover  being  laid  for  him,  attacked  the  omelet  as  voraciously  as  if  he  had 
bated  three  whole  days.     By  his  complaisant  beginning  1  foresaw  that 


ow-  dnh  wodld  not  last  long,  uid  therefore  ordered  a  second,  which  they 
dresMd  with  such  despatch,  that  it  was  served  just  as  we,  or  rather  he, 
hid  made  an  end  of  the  first.  He  proceeded  on  this  with  the  samb  vigour, 
and  found  means,  withoat  losing  one  stroke  of  his  teeth,  to  overwbelni 
me  with  praises  dariiig  the  whole  repast,  which  made  me  very  well  pleased 
with  my  sweet  self.  He  drank  in  proportion  to  his  eating  i  sometimea  to 
my  health,  sometimes  to  that  of  my  &ther  and  pother,  whose  happiness 
10  hsving  soch  a  son  as  me,  he  could  not  enough  admire.  In  the  mean 
time  he  plied  me  with  wine,  and  ineisted  upun  my  doing  him  justice, 
while  1  toasted  health  for  health;  a  circumstance  which,  together  with 
his  intoxicating  flattery,  put  me  into  such  good  humour,  that,  seeing  our 
second  omelet  half  devoured,  I  asked  the  landlord  if  he  had  no  fish  in 
the  house.  Signor  Corcuelo,  who,  in  all  likelihood,  had  a  fellow  feeling 
with  the  pararite,  replied :  "  I  have  a  delicate  trout,  but  those  who  eat  it 
must  pay  for  tin  sauce ;  'tis  a  bit  too  dainty  for  your  palate,  I  doubt." — 
"  What  do  yon  call  too  dainty  1 "  said  the  sycophant,  raising  his  voice, 
"  yon're  a  wiseacr;,  indeed !  Know  that  there  is  nothing  in  (bis  house 
too  good  for  Signor  Gil  Bias  de  SantUlane,  who  deserves  to  be  entertained 
Uke  a  prince." 

I  was  pleased  at  Ho  laying  hold  of  the  landlord's  last  words,  in  which 
he  prevented  me,  wh(.  finding  myself  offended,  said  with  an  air  of  dis- 
dain: "Produce  this  tnut  of  yours,  gaffer  Corcuelo,  and  give  yourself 
.  DO  trouble  about  the  conaiqnence."  IliiB  was  what  the  inU'keeper  wanted  j 
he  got  it  ready,  and  serve*,  it  op  in  a  trice.     At  Nght  of  this  new  dish,  I 


conld  perceive  the  parasite's  eyes  sparkle^th  jnv.  and  he  renewed  that 
complaisance,  I  mean  for  the  fish,  which  a  tun}  already  shewn  for  the 
eggs.  At  last,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  gi,  ova,  for  fear  of  accident, 
hdng  crammed  to  the  very  throat :  having  thei^ar^  eaten  and  drank  his 
bellyfall,  he  thought  proper  to  conclude  the  fs-e  by  riring  from  table, 
and  accosting  me  in  these  words  :  "  Signor  Gil  Ji.g_  I  am  too  well  aatia- 
Ged  with  your  good  cheer  to  leave  you  without  ofl'eii^  ^^  important  piece 
of  advice,  which  yon  seem  to  have  great  occasion  for  :\enoeforth,  beware 
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of  pmse,  and  be  upon  your  guard  agaliut  every  body  you  do  not  know. 
You  may  meet  with  other  people  inclined  to  divert  thenuelvea  with  your 
credulity,  and  perhaps  to  push  things  still  further ;  but  don't  be  duped 
again,  nor  believe  yourself,  tboagh  they  ahould  ewesr  it,  the  eighth 
wonder  of  the  world."  So  saying,  he  laughed  in  my  face,  and  staked 
away.  I  was  as  much  affected  by  this  bite  as  I  have  since  been  by 
misfbrtunea  of  far  greater  consequence.  I  could  not  forgive  myself  for 
having  been  so  grossly  imposed  upun ;  or  rather,  I  was  shocked  to  find 
my  pride  so  humbled.  "  How!  "  aaid  I  to  myself,  "  has  the  traitor  then 
made  a  jest  of  me  ?  His  design  in  accosting  my  landlord  is  the  street 
was  otdy  to  pump  him  :  or  perhaps  they  understand  one  another.  Ah ! 
urople  Gil  Bias!  Go  hang  thyself  for  shame,  for  haviug  giren  such 
rascals  an  opportunity  of  tumiog  thee  into  ridicule  !  I  auppost  they  wiU 
trump  up  a  fine  story  of  thia  affair,  which  will  reach  Ovieda,Biid  doubt- 
less do  thee  a  great  deal  of  honour ;  and  make  thy  parents  repent  their 
having  thrown  away  so  much  good  counsel  on  an  ass :  i^ead  of  ex- 
horting me  not  to  wrong  anybody,  they  ought  to  have  cautioned  me 
against  the  knavery  of  the  world ! "  Chagrined  with  luese  mortifying 
reflectione,  and  inflamed  vnth  resentment,  I  locked  myael'  in  my  chamber, 
and  went  to  bed,  where,  however,  I  did  not  sleep ;  for,  before  I  could 
close  my  eyes,  the  carrier  came  to  let  me  know  tha'  be  waa  ready  to  set 


out,  and  only  wuted  for  me.  I  g<  up  instantly,  and  while  I  put  on  my 
clothes,  Corcuelo  brought  me  a  bV,  in  which,  I  aasure  you,  the  trout  was 
not  forgotten :  and  I  was  not  city  obliged  to  satisfy  his  exorbitance,  but 
I  had  also  the  mortification  tr  perceive,  while  I  counted  the  money,  that 
the  aarcsstic  knave  rememVed  my  adventure.  After  having  paid  aauce 
for  a  supper  which  I  had  sr)U  digested,  I  went  to  the  muleteer  with  my 
bags,  wishing  the  parasite  ''■^  inn-keeper,  and  his  inn,  at  the  devil. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


>W    THB     CARBIBKS    TBHFTATION    ON    THE     ROAD,     AKH    ITB   CONaKlUKNri 
HOW      OIL     BLAB.     IN    ATRHPTINa    TO    OST     OUT     Or     TBB     VBTINO   FA^ 


j  WA9  not  the  only  person  who  travelled  with 
the  carrier,  there  being  in  company  two 
children  bebn^ng  to  a  gentleman  at  Pen- 
j  naflor,  a  little  strolling  ballad-singer  of 
i  Mondonedo,  and  a  young  tradesman  of 
Astorga,  who  was  bringing  home  «  girl 
whom  he  faEkd  married  at  Verco.  We 
became  acquainted  with  one  another  pre- 
sently, and  every  one,  in  a  very  abort  dme, 
told  whence  he  came,  and  whither  he  was 
going.  The  new  married  lady  was  bo  Btnpid  and  tawny,  that  I  had  no 
great  pleasure  in  looking  at  her ;  but  her  youth  and  plumpnesf  had  a 
diflcrent  effect  upon  the  carrier,  who  resolved  to  make  au  attempt  upon 
her  inclinations :  he  spent  tht  whole  day  in  projecting  this  noble  design, 
the  execution  of  which  he  deFerred  until  we  should  arrive  at  oar  last  stage, 
which  happened  to  be  at  Cacabelos.  He  accordingly  made  as  alight  at 
the  fint  inn  he  came  to,  a  house  situated  rather  in  the  country  than  the 
town,  the  landlord  of  which  he  knew  to  be  a  complaisant  and  discreet 
person.  He  took  care  to  have  ub  conducted  into  a  remote  apartment, 
where  he  allowed  us  to  sup  in  tranquillity ;  but  when  our  meal  was  ended, 
he  entered  with  a  furious  look  crying :  "  Blood  and  oons  !  I  am  robbed  of 
one  hondred  pistoles,  which  I  had  in  a  leathern  bag,  and  1  must  find  them 
immediately ;  otherwise  I  will  apply  to  the  magistrate  of  the  place,  who  ib 
no  joker  in  these  matters,  and  have  you  all  put  to  the  rack,  till  such  time 
as  you  confess  the  crime  and  restore  the  money."  Having  pronounced 
these  dreadful  words  with  a  very  natural  air,  he  went  out,  leaving  us  all  in 
the  utmost  consternation. 

As  we  were  strangers  to  each  other,  none  of  us  bad  the  least  suspicion 
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of  the  finesse  ;  for  my  own  put,  I  suspected  that  the  poor  ballad-singer 
had  done  the  deed ;  and  perhaps  he  had  the  same  opinion  of  me.  Be- 
sides we  were  all  raw  fools,  utterly  ignorant  of  the  formalities  used  ia 
snch  cases,  and  beUeved,  in  good  earnest,  that  the  process  would  be 
began  by  patting  us  all  to  the  torture.  Giving  way  therefore  to  our  fear,  we 
evacuated  the  room  in  a  great  hurry,  some  mnoing  into  the  street,  others 
flying  into  the  garden,  and  every  one  betaking  himself  to  his  beds  for 
safety.  Among  the  rest,  the  young  tradesman  of  Astorga,  as  much 
scared  as  any  of  us  at  the  thonghts  of  the  torture,  made  his  escape,  like 
another  ^neas,  without  incommoding  himself  with  hit  wife.  It  was  then 
that  the  carrier,  as  I  have  «nce  learned,  more  inconUnent  than  his 
mules,  and  overjoyed  to  see  his  stratagem  succeed  according  to  his  ex- 
pecti^on,  went  to  the  bride,  boasted  of  his  ingenuity,  and  endeavoured 
to  profit  by  the  occasion  :  but  this  Lncrece  of  the  Asturias,  to  whom  the 
villanous  aspect  of  her  tempter  lent  new  strength,  made  a  vigorous 
resistance,  and  screamed  most  powerfully.  The  patrole,  which  happened 
at  that  instant  to  pass  by  the  hoase,  hearing  what  they  believed  required 
their  attention,  went  in,  and  demanded  the  reason  of  those  criea :  upon 
which  the  landlord,  who  sat  singing  in  the  kitchen,  and  pretended  to  know 
nothintr  of  the  matter,  was  obliged  to  conduct  the  officer  and  his  guard 


into  the  chamber  of  the  person  who  made  the  noise.  They  arrived  very 
seasonably,  the  chaste  AsturiBii  being  quite  exhausted ;  and  the  commander, 
who  was  none  of  the  most  delicate  people  in  the  world,  perceiving  what 
was  the  matter,  gave  the  amorous  muleteer  a  wooden  salutation  with  the 
handle  of  bis  balbert,  addressing  him  at  the  same  time  in  terms  as  incon- 
sistent with  modesty  ss  the  actiouB  that  suggested  them.  Hiis  was  not 
all :  he  apprehended  the  criminal,  and  carried  him  before  the  judge, 
together  with  his  accuser ;  who,  not  with  stand  iug  her  disorder,  would 
have  gone  of  herself  to  crave  justice  for  the  outrage  that  was  committed 
upon  her.  The  magistrate  having  heard,  and  attentively  considered  the 
affair,  found  the  defendant  guHty,  caused  him  to  be  stripped  and  scourged 
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in  his  presence ;  and  ordered  that  if  the  husband  of  the  plaintiff  should 
not  appear  before  next  day.  she  should  be  escorted  to  Astorgs  by  two 
horsemen,  at  the  charge  of  the  delinquent. 

As  for  me,  more  terrified,  perhaps,  than  the  rest,  I  got  into  the  country, 
and  crossing  I  don't  know  how  many  fields  and  heaths,  and  leaping  all 
the  ditches  I  found  in  my  way,  I  arrived  at  last  at  the  side  of  a  wood, 
and  was  just  going  into  it  with  a  view  of  concealing  myself  in  some 
thicket,  when  all  of  a  sudden  two  men  on  horseback  appeared  before  me 
and  called:  "Who  goes  there?"  As  my  surprise  hindered  me  from 
making  immediate  answer,  they  advanced,  and  each  clapping  a  pistol  to 
my  throat,  commanded  me  to  tell  who  I  was,  whence  I  came,  my  business 
in  that  forest,  and  above  all  things  to  hide  nothing  from  ihem.  To  these 
interrogations,  the  manner  of  which  seemed  to  be  equal  to  the  rack  with 
which  the  carrier  had  threatened  us,  I  replied,  that  I  was  a  lad  of  Oviedo^ 
going  to  Salamanca ;  recounted  the  alarm  we  had  undeigone^  and  con- 
fessed that  the  fear  of  being  put  to  the  torture  had  induced  me  to  run 
away.  They  burst  into  a  loud  laugh  at  this  discovery,  which  manifested 
the  simplicity  of  my  heart ;  and  one  of  them  said :  "  Take  courage,  friend, 
come  along  with  us,  and  fear  nothing :  we  will  put  thee  in  a  place  of 
safety."  So  saying,  he  made  me  get  up  behind  himi  and  then  we  retreated 
into  the  wood. 

Though  I  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  rencounter,  I  did  not 
presage  anything  bad  from  it.  **  For,"  said  I  to  myself,  "  if  these  people 
were  thieves,  they  would  have  robbed,  and  perhaps  murdered  me,  at  once : 
they  must  certainly  be  honest  gentlemen,  who  live  hard  by,  and  who, 
seeing  me  in  a  panic,  have  pity  on  my  condition,  and  carry  me  home 
with  them  out  of  charity,"  But  I  did  not  long  remain  in  suspense; 
lor,  after  several  windings  and  turnings,  which  we  performed  in  entire 
silenoe,  we  came  to  the  foot  of  a  hill,  where  we  alighted ;  and  one  of  the 
horsemen  said  to  me :  "  This  is  our  dweUing-place."  I  looked  around, 
but  could  perceive  neither  house,  hut,  nor  the  least  appearance  of  any 
habitation:  nevertheless  these  two  men  lifted  up  a  huge  wooden  trap- 
door, covered  with  earth  and  brambles,  which  concealed  the  entrance  of 
a  long  shelving  passage  under  ground,  into  which  the  horses  went  of 
themselves,  like  beasts  that  were  used  to  it ;  while  the  cavaliers,  taking  the 
same  path,  made  me  follow  them :  then  lowering  the  cover,  with  cords 
fastened  to  the  inside  for  that  purpose, — ^behold  the  worthy  kinsman  of  my 
onde  Perez,  caught  like  a  mouse  in  a  trap ! 


S: 


A. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


..^  NOW  diMMTend  my  ntuatioa  ;  and  Hiy 
:^  one  inaj  easily  believe  that  this  diKoveay 
^)  effectually  dispelled  my  former  fear  :  a 
|k  terror  mwe  mighty  and  better  founded  took 
L/^'  \  powcMioQ  of  my  aoul !  I  laid  my  acoount 
J  C^^  "''!>  Itwng  my  life  a*  well  as  my  dooUB  i 
*  and  looking  upon  myself  as  a  <rictira  led  to 
^,^^^  the  dtar,  wiAed,  more  dead  tban  alive. 
i  between  my  two  condnctorB,  who.  ftding 
!  tmnble,  azhorted  ma  in  vsin  to  Smv 
When  we  had  gone  aboat  two  tiandred  pacea,  turning  and 
deacending  t3i  the  way,  we  entered  into  a  stable,  lighted  by  two  great 
iron  lamps,  hmgii^  from  the  arch  atere.  Here  i  saw  jdenty  of  stm*. 
and  a  good  many  easks  fiill  of  provender :  there  was  nwm  enoogh  for 
twenty  borwa ;  bat  at  that  tiae  there  were  only  tbe  two  that  we  brought 
■long  with  01,  whidi  aa  <M  negro,  who  aeemed  vigoron*  for  bis  yeara, 
had  received,  and  waa  tying  to  a  raek.  We  went  out  of  the  slabk.  and 
by  the  diMmd  gHmmer  of  some  lamps,  that  seemed  to  eidighten  the  t^ace. 
only  to  shew  the  hoiron  of  it,  came  to  a  Idtcheo,  whicre  an  oU  woman 
was  bnay  in  broiling  steaks,  and  providing  for  sapper.  The  kitchen  was 
adorned  with  all  neceaury  atensils,  and  bard  by  there  was  a  lardet,  stM>ed 
with  aU  sorts  of  proviuoiu.  llie  cook  (for  T  moat  draw  ha  pictnre)  was 
a  person  somewbat  tamed  of  sixty ;  in  her  yoaib.  the  hair  of  her  head 
bad  been  red  as  a  carrot ;  for  time  had  not,  as  yet,  so  mach  bleached  it, 
but  that  one  might  still  perceive  some  shades  of  its  primitive  colour ;  she 
bsd  an  olive  complexion,  a  chin  pointed  and  prominent,  with  lips  fallen 
in,  a  huge  acqniline  nose  that  hang  over  her  mouth,  and  eyes  that  flaraod 
in  parple. 


■'  Well,  dane  LeoMrda."  nid  one  of  the 
tbu  fu-  tagd  of  du-lcDMi,  "  km'*  a  yomi 


preientini;  me  to 
we  have  bronght  tor 


joa."  Then  tummg  to  me  and  observiDg  me  pole  and  diemayed, 
"  Friend,"  BaiU  he  banish  thy  ftar  we  wJl  do  thee  no  harm  Having 
occaeion  for  a  eerrant  to  aaBist  our  cook  we  met  with  thee  and  happy  ia 
it  fur  thee  we  did  thou  ehalt  here  aupplv  the  place  of  a  young  fellow, 
who  let  himself  die  about  fifteen  dava  ago  be  waa  a  lad  of  a  very 
delicate  complexion  but  thou  (cemeBt  to  be  more  robust  and  wdt  not 
die  ao  auon  :  indeed,  thou  wdt  never  see  the  light  of  the  aun  again ,  but 
in  lien  of  that,  thou  ahalt  have  good  cheer,  and  a  rousing  fire  :  thou  ahalt 
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pass  thy  time  with  Leonarda,  who  is  a  very  gentle  creature,  and  enjoy 
all  thy  little  oonyenienoes.  I  will  shew  thee/'  added  he,  "  that  thou  hast 
not  got  among  heggars."  With  these  words  he  took  up  a  flamheau,  and 
hidding  me  follow  him,  carried  me  into  a  cellar,  where  I  saw  an  infinite 
number  of  bottles  and  jars  weU  corked,  which  he  told  me  were  fiUed 
with  excellent  wine.  He  afterwards  made  me  pass  through  divers  apart- 
ments, some  of  which  contained  bales  of  linen,  others  of  silks  and  stufis  : 
in  one  I  perceived  gold  and  silver,  and  a  great  quantity  of  plate  in  different 
cupboards.  Then  I  followed  him  into  a  large  hall  illuminated  by  three 
branches  of  copper,  which  also  gave  light  to  the  rooms  that  com- 
municated with  it :  here  he  put  fresh  questions  to  me ;  asked  my  name, 
and  reason  for  leaving  Oviedo ;  and  when  I  had  satisfied  his  curiosity  in 
these  particulars,  *  Well,  Gil  Bias,"  said  he,  "  since  thy  design  in  quitting 
the  place  of  thy  nativity  was  to  obtain  some  good  post,  thou  must  cer- 
tainly have  been  bom  with  a  caul  upon  thy  head,  because  thou  hast  fidlen 
into  our  hands.  I  have  already  told  thee  that  thou  shalt  live  here  in 
affluence,  and  roll  upon  gold  and  silver :  nay,  more,  thou  shalt  be  safe ; 
for  such  is  the  contrivance  of  this  retreat,  that  the  officers  of  the  holy 
brotherhood  *  may  come  into  the  wood  a  hundred  times  without  discover- 
ing it.  The  entry  is  unknown  to  every  living  soul,  except  me  and 
my  comrades  :  perhaps  thou  wilt  wonder  how  it  could  be  executed  without 
being  perceived  by  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  Know  then, 
my  lad,  that  this  is  not  a  work  of  our  hands,  but  was  made  many  years 
ago:  for  after  the  Moors  had  got  possession  of  Grenada,  Arragon,  and 
almost  the  whole  of  Spain,  the  Christians,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
yoke  of  infidels,  fled  and  concealed  themselves  in  this  country,  in  Biscay, 
and  in  the  Asturias,  whither  the  valiant  Don  Pelagic  retired :  fugitives, 
and  dispersed  in  small  numbers,  they  lived  in  mountains  and  wojds,  some 
lurked  in  caves,  and  others  contrived  many  subterranean  abodes,  of  which 
number  this  is  one.  Having  afterwards  been  so  lucky  as  to  drive  their 
enemies  out  of  Spain,  they  returned  into  the  towns  ;  and  since  that  time 
their  retreats  have  served  for  asylums  to  people  of  our  profession.  Tis 
true,  indeed,  the  holy  brotherhood  have  discovered  and  destroyed  some 
of  them;  but  there  are  still  plenty  remaining;  and  thank  Heaven!  I 
have  lived  here  in  safety  near  fifteen  years :  my  name  is  Captain  Rolando  : 
I  am  the  chief  of  the  company,  and  he  whom  thou  sawest  with  me  is 
one  of  my  gang. 

*  The  holy  brotherhood  in  Spain,  called  Santa  Hermandad,  was  formerly  an 
anociation  to  luppress  robbers  in  timet  of  commotion ;  and  at  thii  day  it  an 
establishment  kept  up  through  all  the  kingdoms  and  provinoes  of  Spain  for  tiie 
same  purpose. 
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CAPTAIN  ROLAWDO. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


iflKOK  Rolando  had  icarce  done  aprak- 
ing,  when  aix  new  hen  appeared  ia  the 
hall;  theae  were  the  lientenant  with  five 
of  the  company,  who  retnnied  loaded  with 
boo^,  which  consitted  of  two  hampers 
full  of  Bugar,  dDDsmoD,  pepper,  dried 
figs,  ahnonde  and  raiains :  the  hentenant. 
addreBsiug  Umielf  to  the  captuD,  told 
him  that  be  had  taken  thow  hampera  from 
a  grocer  of  Benevento,  whoae  mole  be  had 
also  carried  off.  When  he  had  given  an 
it  of  hia  expedition  to  hia  anperior,  the  pilUge  of  the  grocer  was 
«Hdered  into  the  store  and  it  waa  ananimoasl]r  agreed  to  make  meny, 
A  table  being  covered  in  the  great  hall,  I  was  tent  back  into  the  kitchen, 
where  dame  Leonarda  instrncted  me  into  the  natnre  of  my  office;  and, 
yielding  to  neceauty,  aince  my  cruel  fate  had  to  ordained,  I  sapprested 
my  sorrow,  and  prepared  myself  for  the  service  of  thoae  worthy  gentlemen. 
My  first  eaaay  was  on  the  side-board,  which  I  adorned  with  silver  cnps, 
•nd  many  stone  bottles  of  that  good  wine  which  Signor  Rolando  had 
praised  ao  raucb.  1  afterwards  brought  in  two  ragouts,  which  were  no 
sooner  served,  than  the  whole  company  sat  down  to  eat.  They  began 
with  a  good  appetite,  while  t  stood  behind,  ready  to  supply  them  with 
wine;  and  acquitted  myaelf  bo  handsomely,  that  I  had  the  honoor  to  be 
complimented  upon  my  behaviour.  The  captain  reconnted  my  story  in  a 
few  words,  which  afibrded  a  great  deal  of  diversion,  and  afterwards 
observed  that  I  did  not  want  merit,  but  I  waa  at  that  time  cured  of  my 
vanity,  and  could  bear  mytelf  praised  without  danger.  Not  one  of  them 
was  silent  on  the  rabject ;  they  said  I  seemed  bom  to  be  their  cup-bearer ; 
that  I  was  worth  a  hundred  of  my  predeccBsors ;   and  although  daire 
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Leonarda  (etnce  his  death)  had  been  honoured  with  the  office  of  present* 
ing  nectar  to  those  infernal  goda,  they  deprired  her  of  that  glorioua 
employment,  with  which  they  invested  me,  like  a  young  Ganymede, 
racceeding  an  ancient  Hebe. 

A  great  dish  of  roast  meat  served  up  after  the  ragouts,  finished  the 
repast  of  those  gormandizing  thieves,  who  drinking  in  proportion  to  their 
gluttony,  soon  became  frolicksome,  made  a  hellish  noise,  and  spoke 
all  together :  one  began  a  story,  another  broke  a  jest,  a  third  shouted,  a 
fourth  sung ;  so  that  there  was  nothing  but  riot  and  confusion !  At 
length  Rolando,  tired  of  a  scene  in  which  he  was  so  little  regarded,  called, 
with  a  voice  that  silenced  the  whole  company,  "  Gentlemen,  I  have  a 
proposal  to  make :  instead  of  stunning  one  another  in  this  manner,  by 
speaking  all  together,  would  it  not  be  better  to  entertain  ourselves  like 
reasonable  creatures  ?  There  is  a  thought  come  into  my  head :  since  the 
time  of  our  association,  we  have  never  had  the  curiosity  to  know  what 
fianilies  we  are  derived  from,  and  by  what  train  c^  adventures  we  have 
been  severally  led  to  embrace  this  mode  of  life ;  as  these  things  seem 
worthy  to  be  known,  let  us,  for  our  diversion,  communicate  them  to  one 
another/'  The  lieutenant,  and  the  rest,  as  if  they  had  something  very 
entertaining  to  relate,  embraced,  with  great  demonstrations  of  joy,  the 
proposal  of  their  chief,  who  began  his  own  history  in  these  words  : 

"  Gentlemen,  you  must  know  that  I  am  the  only  son  of  a  rich  citizen 
of  Madrid;  the  day  of  my  birth  was  celebrated  in  the  family  by  vast 
rejoicings ;  my  father,  pretty  well  stricken  in  years,  was  delighted  at  the 
sight  of  an  heir,  and  my  mother  undertook  to  suckle  me  at  her  own 
breasts.  Her  father,  who  was  still  alive,  was  a  good  old  man,  who  meddled 
with  nothing  but  his  beads,  and  recounted  his  own  warlike  exploits, 
having  been  many  years  in  the  army ;  so  that  becoming  insensibly  the 
idol  of  these  three  persons,  I  was  incessantly  dandled  in  their  arms.  Lest 
study  should  fatigue  me  in  my  tender  years,  I  was  aUowed  to  spend  them 
in  the  most  childish  amusements :  my  father  observing,  that  children 
ought  not  to  apply  seriously  to  anything,  until  time  should  have  ripened 
the  understanding.  In  expectation  of  this  maturity,  I  neither  learned 
to  read  nor  write,  but,  nevertheless,  made  good  use  of  my  time ;  for  my 
father  taught  me  a  thousand  different  games  :  I  became  perfectly  acquainted 
with  cards,  was  no  stranger  to  dice ;  and  my  grandfietther  filled  my 
head  with  romantic  stories  of  the  military  expeditions  in  which  he  had 
been  concerned.  He  sang  the  same  catches  over  and  over,  and  when 
I  had  got  ten  or  twelve  lines  by  heart,  by  dint  of  bearing  them  repeated 
or  three  months  together,  my  memory  became  a  subject  of  admiration  to 
my  parents,  who  seemed  no  less  satisfied  with  my  genius.    When  profiting 
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b)  the  fiberty  I  enjoyed  of  ipeakiug  what  canio  oppennoat,  I  nMd  to 
mteinipt  tbrir  disooarae  with  my  noueiuical  prattle,  'Ah\  what  e 
diermtng  craatiBe  it  i> ! '  would  my  hther  cry,  looking  et  me  with  inex* 
presMble  delight,  while  my  muumn  ovcxwhelmed  me  with  careates,  utd 
my  <dd  gnmdaire  wept  with  joy.  I  ecHamitted,  in  their  presence,  tlie 
moat  indecent  actiona  with  imponity  !  everything  waa  forgiven  i  end  in 
dtort,  they  adored  me.  In  the  mean  time,  having  attained  my  tweUUi 
year,  without  being  put  to  lehool,  a  maater  waa  at  length  provided ;  bet 
be  received  i»ecise  ordete  to  initrect  me  without  naing  any  vidence, 
being  only  permitted  ta  threaten  me  Hometiraea,  with  a  view  of  inejuring 
me  with  awe.  Thia  permiiMon  had  not  the  moat  telutary  tSeCU  upon 
me,  who  either  laughed  at  his  menaces,  or,  with  teara  in  my  eyes,  went 
nod  compiaiiied  to  my  mother  and  grandpi^  of  his  barbarity.  It  was 
in  vain  for  the  poor  devil  to  deny  the  accusation ;  he  was  looked  npoo  aa 
k  tyrant,  and  my  aaaertions  alvniys  believed  in  spite  of  his  remonstrance. 
I  happened  one  day  to  acntch  myaelf,  upon  which,  aetting  ap  my  pipes, 
■a  if  he  bad  flayed  me,  my  mother  came  mnning  in,  and  tnmed  my 
maater  out  of  doora,  thoogh  he  proteated,  and  took  Heaven  to  witness, 
that  he  hod  never  tooched  my  skin. 

"  In  the  aame  manner  I  got  rid  of  all  my  preceptors,  until  anch  a  one 
M   I   wanted  presented  himaelf;    thia   waa  a  bachelor  of  Akala  ;    an 


exodlent  tutor  for  a  person  of  hMoa't  iMA  1  he  waa  a  low  of'  phy, 
««uen  and  wine :  Coaaequently  the  fittett  person  in  the  world  for  me. 


Hie  fint  thing  he  set  ibont  wa>  to  gain  my  aflection,  in  which  he  bqc- 
ceeded,  and  hj  these  me»[u  gained  the  love  of  my  parents,  who  left  me 
entirely  to  hie  muutgcment :  indeed  they  had  no  cause  to  repent  of  thnr 
confidence ;  for  in  a  very  little  time  be  made  me  perfect  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  world.  By  dint  of  canTing  me  along  with  him  to  the  places  he 
frequented,  I  imbibed  his  taste  so  well,  that,  except  in  Latin,  I  became  an 
uniTersal  proficient;  and  when  I  foond  I  had  no  further  occaMon  fbr 
bia  instructions,  he  went  to  offer  them  elsewhere. 

"  If  during  my  childhood  I  had  Lved  pretty  freely,  it  was  quite  another 
thing  when  I  became  master  of  my  own  actions.  I  every  moment 
ridicnled  my  parent*,  who  did  nothing  but  laugh  at  my  salliea,  which 
were  the  more  agreeable  the  more  insolence  they  contained.  Meanwhile 
I  committed  all  hinds  of  debauchery  in  the  company  of  other  young  men 
of  the  same  disposition  ;  and  as  our  parents  did  not  eapply  us  with 
money  suffident  to  support  such  a  delicious  life,  every  one  pilfered  what 
lie  could,  at  his  own  home  ;  but  that  being  also  insufficient,  we  began  to 
rob  in  the  dark ;  when,  unfortunately,  the  corregidor  got  notice  of  us, 
and  wonld  have  caused  us  to  be  apprehended,  had  we  qot  been  informed 
of  his  treacherous  dcaign.     Upon  which  we  consulted  our  safety  in  fli^t. 


and  transferred  the  scene  of  our  expio  t3  to  the  highway  Since  which 
time  gentlemen  God  has  given  me  grace  to  grow  old  m  my  profession 
in  spite  of  the  dangen  to  which  it  is  exposed 

Here  the  captam  left  off  speakmg,  and  the  lieutenant,  taking  his  turn, 
began  with,  "  Gentlemen,  an  education  quite  opposite  to  that  of  Signer 
Rolando  has,  nerertheless  produced  the  same  efiect.  My  fkther  was 
a  butcher  of  Toledo,  reckoned  the  greatett  brute  in  the  whole  dty,  and  my 
mother's  disposition  not  much  more  gentle.  While  I  was  a  child  they 
whipped  me,  as  if  tt  had  been  through  emolatioo,  at  the  rate  of  a  thou- 
sand stripes  a  day :  the  least  fault  I  committed  was  attended  with  the 
most  severe  chastisement;  and  it  was  in  vain  for  me  to  ask  pardon,  with 
tears  in  my  eyes,  and  protest  that  I  was  sorry  for  what  I  had  done ;  fof 


from  being  forgiven,  I  waa  oHen  ponished  without  &  canie ;  while  my 
father  belaboured  me,  my  mother  (aa  if  he  had  not  eicerted  himself) 
inatead  of  interceding  for  her  child,  frequently  came  to  his  aasistance. 
This  treatment  inspired  me  with  sach  aversion  for  my  paternal  habitation, 
that  I  ran  away  before  I  had  attained  my  fourteenth  year,  and  taking  the 
road  of  Arragon,  went  to  Saragossa,  sattsiBting  on  charity  by  the  way. 
There  I  consorted  with  beggars,  who  led  a  pretty  comfortable  life ;  they 
taoght  me  to  counterfeit  blindness,  to  appear  lame,  to  afflict  my  limbs 
with  fictitions  olcers,  &c.  In  the  morning'  (lilce  players,  who  disguise 
theniselves  in  order  to  appear  upon  the  stage)  we  prepared  oartelves  for 
the  different  parta  we  intended  to  act,  and  every  one  ran  to  his  post :  in 
the  evening  we  met  again,  and  enjoyed  ourselves  all  night  at  the  expence 
of  those  who  had  compassion  on  us  in  the  day.  Tired,  however,  (rf  living 
among  those  wretches,  and  amhitiooi  of  appearing  in  a  higher  sphere, 
I  associated  myself  with  some  Itnights  of  the  post,  who  tanght  me  a  great 
many  atratagems ;  bat  we  were,  in  a  very  short  time  obliged  to  quit 
SaragoBsa,  having  quarelled  with  a  certain  justice,  whose  protection  we 
had  enjoyed.  Every  one  took  his  own  course  ;  for  my  part,  however,  I 
engaged  myself  in  a  company  of  brave  fellows  who  put  travellers  under 


coDtribotion,  and  liked  their  manner  of  living  so  well,  that  hitherto,  I 
have  never  felt  the  least  inclination  to  seek  another:  I  am  therefore, 
gentlemen,  very  much  obliged  to  the  barbarity  of  my  parenta;  for,  ha^ 
tbey  treated  me  a  little  leas  savagely,  instead  of  l>eing  an  honourable 
Ueatenaat,  1  should  have  been  donbdees  at  this  day  a  miserable  butcher." 

Tbe  next  that  tpAe  vaa  a  young  thief,  who,  utting  between  the 
captain  and  lieutenant,  nid  i  "  Gentlemen,  the  stones  we  have  heard  are 
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neither  so  complicated  nor  so  corions  as  mine.  I  owe  my  being  to  a 
peasant's  wife,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Seville :  three  weeks 
after  she  had  brought  me  into  the  world  (being  stiU  young,  handsome, 
and  healthy)  it  was  proposed  to  her  to  nurse  a  man  of  quality's  only  son, 
lately  bom  in  Seville :  this  proposal  my  mother  cheerfully  aoeepted,  and 
went  to  fetch  the  child,  which  being  committed  to  her  care,  she  no  sooner 
brought  it  home  to  her  house,  than  percdving  some  small  resemblance 
between  us,  she  was  tempted  to  make  me  pass  for  the  infant  of  quality,  in 
hopes  that  she  should  one  day  be  rewarded  by  me  for  that  kind  office ;  my 
father,  who  was  not  more  scrupulous  than  his  neighbours,  approved  of  the 
deceit ;  so  that  after  having  made  us  exchange  our  swaddling-clothes,  the 
son  of  Don  Rodrigo  de  Herrera  was  sent  to  another  nurse  under  my  name, 
and  my  mother  suckled  me  under  his. 

"  Notwithstanding  all  the  fine  things  that  are  said  of  Instinct  and  the 
force  of  blood,  the  little  gentleman's  parents  swallowed  the  change  with 
great  ease ;  they  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  the  trick  that  was  played 
upon  them  ;  for,  till  I  was  seven  years  old,  I  was  scarce  ever  out  of  their 
arms.  Their  intention  being  to  make  me  a  complete  cavalier,  all  sorts  of 
masters  were  provided ;  but  I  had  no  great  inclination  for  the  exercises  I 
learned ;  and  still  less  relish  for  the  sciences  they  explained :  I  loved 
much  better  to  game  with  the  servants,  for  whose  company  I  frequented 
the  kitchen  and  stable ;  but  play  was  not  long  my  predominant  passion ; 
for  before  I  was  seventeen  yean  of  age,  I  got  drunk  daily,  seduced  all  the 
women  in  the  house,  hut  attached  myaell  ehiefiy  to  the  cookmaid,  who 
seemed  to  mfrit  my  prindpal  regard ;  she  w^s  a  fat,  jolly  wench,  whose 
pleasantry  and  sleekness  pkatri  me  much }  ^nd  I  made  love  to  her  with 
so  little  circumspecdoB,  that  Don  |U)drigo  himself  perceived  it.  He 
reprimanded  me  sharply,  reproached  me  with  the  baseness  of  my  indination, 
and,  lest  the  sight  of  thh  MniabW  obj^  should  render  his  remonstrances 
ineffectual,  turned  n(iy  princes^  wX  of  doors. 

"  I  was  disgusted  at  this  pice^  of  conduct,  for  which  I  resolved  to  be 
revenged :  with  this  view,  I  stole  his  lady's  jewds,  i^  running  in  quest 
of  my  hxr  Hden,  who  had  retired  to  the  house  of  a  washerwoman  of  her 
acquaintance,  I  carried  her  off  at  noon-day,  to  the  end  that  nobody 
miglit  be  ignorant  of  my  passion.  That  was  not  all  %  I  condncted  her 
into  her  own  country,  where  I  married  her  in  a  solemn  manner,  that  I 
might  not  only  give  Herrera  the  more  vexation,  bat  also  afford  muh,  a 
worthy  example  to  the  children  of  noblemoi.  Three  months  after  my 
marriage,  I  was  informed  of  Don  Rodrigo's  death ;  a  piece  of  news  I  did 
not  recdve  with  indifference ;  but  repairing  instantly  to  Seville,  in  order 
to  demand  his  estate,  I  found  thbgs  strangdy  altered !     My  mother,  wko 
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was  dead,  had  been  silly  enough,  on  her  death-bed,  to  confess  the  whole 
afiair,  in  presence  of  the  oorate  of  the  TiIlAge.  and  other  credible  witnesses ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  tme  son  of  Don  Rodrigo  was  already  in 
possession  of  my  place,  or  rather  of  his  own ;  and  had  been  received  with 
the  more  joy,  on  accoant  of  their  being  dissatisfied  with  me.  Wherefore, 
having  nothing  to  expect  from  that  quarter,  and  no  longer  feeling  incli- 
nation for  my  iat  spoose,  I  joined  some  gentlemen  on  the  road,  with  whom 
I  began  my  expeditions." 

The  yonng  robber  having  ended  his  story,  another  informed  tis  ''  That 
he  was  tbe  son  of  a  merchant  at  Burgos,  and,  prompted  by  an  indiscreet 
devotion,  had  taken  the  habit  and  professed  a  very  austere  order,  from 
which,  in  a  few  years,  he  apostatized."  In  short,  these  eight  highway- 
men spoke  in  their  turns ;  and  when  I  had  heard  them  all,  I  was  not  at 
an  surprised  to  find  them  together.  The  discourse  was  afterwards 
changed;  they  brought  upon  the  carpet  several  projects  for  the  next 
excursion :  and  after  having  come  to  a  determination,  got  up  from  table* 
in  order  to  go  to  rest.  Having  lighted  their  wax  candles,  and  withdrawn, 
I  followed  Captain  Rolando  into  his  chamber,  where,  while  I  helped  to 
undress  him,  "  Well,  GQ  Bias,"  said  he,  "  thou  seest  how  we  live :  we 
are  always  merry,  and  hatred  and  envy  never  get.  footing  among  us  :  we 
never  have  the  least  quarrel  with  one  another,  but  are  more  united  than  a 
convent  of  monks :  thou  wilt  my  child,"  pursued  he,  "  lead  a  very 
agreeable  life  in  this  place  ;  for  I  don't  believe  thee  fool  enough  to  boggle 
at  living  with  robbers:  eh!  dost  thou  think  there  are  any  honester 
people  in  the  world  than  we  ?  no,  my  lad,  every  one  loves  to  prey  upon 
his  fellows ;  it  is  an  universal  principle,  though  tariously  exerted :  con- 
qnerors,  for  example,  seize  upon  the  territories  of  their  neighbours ; 
people  of  5|ua]ity  borrow  without  any  intetition  of  repapng;  bankers, 
treasurers,  exchange-brokers,  clerks,  and  all  kinds  of  merchants,  great 
and  small,  are  not  a  whit  more  conscientious.  As  for  your  limbs  of  the 
law,  I  need  not  mention  them ;  every  body  knows  what  they  can  do :  I 
must  own,  however,  that  they  are  somewhat  more  humane  than  we ;  for 
we  often  pot  innocent  people  to  death,  and  they  sometimes  save  the  livet 
of  the  guilty.*' 
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BIN  the  captain  of  tUe  thieve*  had  made 
his  apology  for  his  profession,  he  went  to 
bed,  and  I  returned  into  the  hall,  where  I 
oncovered  the  table,  and  put  every  thing 
in  order ;  from  theoce  1  went  into  the 
kitcheo,  where  Domingo  (so  was  the  old 
negro  called)  expected  me  to  supper. 
Though  I  had  no  appetite,  I  sat  down  with 
>  them ;  but  as  I  could  not  eat,  -and  appeared 
OS  melancholy  as  1  had  cause  to  be  so,  these 
two  aiijmritioDE,  equally  qualified,  undertook  to  give  me  consolation. 
"  Why  do  you  afflict  yourself,  child  ?  "  said  the  old  lady  ;  •"  yon  ought 
rather  to  rejoice  at  your  good  fortune.  You  are  young,  and  seem  to  be  of 
an  easy  temper;  consequently  would  have  been,  in  a  little  time,  lost  in 
the  world  :  there  you  wonld  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  libertines,  who 
would  have  engaged  you  in  all  manner  of  debauchery  :  whereas,  here  your 
innocence  finds  a  secure  haven." — "  Dame  Leonarda  is  in  the  right,"  said 
the  old  blsck-a-moor,  with  great  gravity ;  "  and  let  me  add,  the  world  is  full 
of  affliction :  thank  Heaven,  therefore,  my  fiicud,  for  having  delivered 
tbee  all  at  once  from  the  dangers,  difficulties,  and  misery  of  life." 

I  bore  this  discourse  with  patience,  because  to  fret  myedf  would  have 
done  me  no  service  ;  at  last  Domingo,  having  eaten  and  dnmk  plentifully, 
retired  into  the  stable ;  while  Leonarda,  with  a  lamp  in  her  hand,  con- 
ducted me  into  a  vault,  which  served  as  a  burying-place  to  the  robben 
«ho  died  a  natural  death,  and  in  which  I  perceived  a  miserable  tmck-bed, 
that  looked  more  like  a  tomb  than  a  conch :  "  Here  is  yonr  bed-chamber," 
said  she,  "  the  lad,  whose  place  yon  have  the  good  fortune  to  supply, 
dtpt  here  as  long  as  he  lived  among  us ;  and  now  that  he  is  dead,  rests 


in  dte  same  place.  He  dipped  amy  in  the  flower  of  hit  age  •  I  hope 
TOO  win  not  be  so  Bimple  as  to  follow  hu  example  So  taymg  the 
pat  the  light  bito  my  hand  and  retarned  into  her  Utdien  whde  I, 
letting  the  lamp  upon  the  ground    threw  myaelf  upon  the  b«d,  not  an 


I  in  expectation  of  enjoying  the  least  repose,  as  nith  a  view  to 
/  nieU&clioly  reflection.  "  O  Heavens !  "  cried  I,  "  was  ever 
deatiny  so  terrible  as  mine  !  1  am  banished  from  the  eight  of  the  inn ; 
and  aa  if  it  waa  not  enougli  to  be  buried  alive  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  I 
am  moreorer  condemned  to  serve  thieves,  to  spend  the  day  among 
bighwaymen,  and  the  night  among  the  dead !  "  1  wept  bitterly  over  these 
auggestiona,  which  seemed  to  me,  and  were  in  effect,  extremely  shocking. 
A  ihotuand  timei  1  curaed  my  uncle's  desiim  nf  sf>nd!nj7  me  to  Snlamaci^a ; 
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t  repented  «f  roy  fl;iiig  Irani  jutiu  U  C«ciibelo«,  mod  erm  wbbed  I  h^d 
■ubmitt«d  to  the  toitore.  Bat  recollectiDg  that  I  coDsumed  mfKlf  is 
vain  comphuita  t6  ao  porpotc,  I  began  to  think  of  lome  meaoa  bj 
which  I  migbt  etc^w.  "  What  I "  Hid  1 1»  mytelf,  "  U  it  then  impoauble 
to  deliver  myself  ?  the  thieves  are  asleep,  the  cook  and  the  negro  will 
be  in  the  stune  condition  presently  :  can't  I,  while  they  are  all  quiet,  by 
tiie  help  of  my  Ismp,  find  out  the  paaaaga  dinngh  whidi  I  descended 
to  this  infcnwl  abods  t  Tia  true,  indeed,  I  don't  tUnk  myself  strong 
enongh  to  lift  the  trap-door  that  coren  the  entry ;  but,  however,  that  I 
may  have  nothing  to  reproach  myself  widi.  I  will  try ;  my  despsir  will, 
perhaps,  aopplj  me  with  strength,  andwhokaows  bnt  I  nUiy  accomplish  it." 
Having  then  projected  this  great  deugn,  I  got  up  when  I  imagined 
Leonarda  and  Domingo  were  at  resti  and  taking  the  lamp  in  ay  fasnd, 
went  out  of  die  vault,  recommending  myself  to  the  saints  in  Heaven.  It 
was  not  without  great  difficnlly  that  I  foond  again  all  the  wbdings  of  this 
new  labyrinth,  and  arrived  at  the  don-  of  the  stable  t  whexe  at  last, 
percuving  the  passage  I  was  in  search  of.  I  went  into  it,  advancing 
towards  the  tnp  with  m  much  nimblesesa  as  joy  i  but  alat!  in  the 
middle  of  the  entry  I  met  with  a  cursed  iron  grate,  fast  locked,  and 
consisting  of  strong  bars  so  dose  to  one  another,  that  I  conld  scarce 
thmst  my  band  between  them.  I  was  oonfbnnded  at  the  mght  of  this 
new  obstsde,  which  I  had  not  observed  when  I  came  in,  the  grate  being 
then  open  i  I  did  not  foil,  however,  to  feel  the  ban  and  examine  the  lock, 
which  I  even  attempted  to  force  ;  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  I  felt  across  my 
shoulders,  five  or  tax  beaity  thwacks  whta  a  thong  (rf  boll's  hide ;  npon  which 
I  uttered  sodi  a  dreadful  yell,  that  the  whtde  cavern  echoed  with  the 
sound  i  and  looking  behind  me,  perceived  the  old  negro  in  his  ^rt,  with 
a  dark  lantern  in  one  hand,  and  the  instrament  of  bis  execution  in  the 
other.  "  Ah !  ah !  Mr.  Jackanapes,"  said  he,  "  you  want  to  make  your 
escape,  hah  ?  -  You  must  not  imagine  that  I  mo  to  be  Gsnght  wiping. 


I  heard  you  sU  the  while.     I  suppose  yon  thought  the  grate  was  open, 
didn't  yon  ?    Enow,  my  boy,  that  henceforth  thoo  shalt  always  find  it 
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■hat;  and  that  when  we  detam  any  body  here,  against  his  inclination, 
he  most  be  more  ginning  than  thon  if  ever  he  gets  off." 

In  the  mean  time,  two  or  three  of  the  thieves,  starting  out  of  ^eir 
deep  at  the  noise  of  my  cries,  and  believing  that  the  holy  brotherhood 
was  coming  sonse  upon  them,  got  np  in  a  hurry  and  alarmed  their  com« 
panions.  In  an  instant  all  were  a-foot,  and  seizing  their  swords  and 
carbines,  advanced  half  naked  to  the  place  where  Domingo  chastised 
me;  bat  they  no  sooner  understood  the  cause  of  the  noise  they  had 
heard,  than  their  uneasiness  was  changed  into  fits  of  laughter.  "  How, 
Gil  Bias,"  said  the  apostate  thief  to  me,  "  thou  hast  not  been  here  six 
hoars,  and  want*st  to  take  thy  leave  of  a'  already  !  sure  thou  must  have 
a  great  aversion  to  a  retired  life,  hah  ?  What  wouldst  thou  do  if  thoa 
irert  a  Carthusian  friar  ?  Go  to  bed ;  thon  art  quit  for  once,  on  account 
of  the  stripes  Domingo  has  bestowed  on  thee ;  but  if  ever  thou  shouldst 
make  another  effort  to  escape,  by  St.  Bartholomew!  we  will  flay  thee 
ahve.'*  This  said,  he  vnthdrew;  the  other  thieves  retired  into  their 
apartments ;  the  old  negro,  proud  of  his  exploit,  returned  into  his  stable, 
and  I  sneaked  btxk  to  my  Golgotha,  where  I  spent  the  remaining  part  of 
the  night  in  sighs  and  tears. 
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CHAPTER   VII. 


or  THs  iGHAviorK  or  oil  blas  whbn  hk  could  do  no  bbttbr. 


I  uftiMo  the  first  dayi  of  inv  captivity,  I 
was  like  to  unk  under  the  toirow  that 
^  oppressed  me,  and  might  have  been  said 
.  to  die  by  inches:  but  at  last  my  good 
genius  inspired  me  with  a  resolalion  to 
I  dissemble.  I  affected  to  appear  less  sad 
I  than  ninal :  I  begnn  to  laogh  and  sing, 
I  though,  God  knows,  with  an  aching 
I  heart.  In  a  word  I  couotevfeited  so  well. 
I  that  Laonarda  and  Domingo  were  decemd, 
and  bdieved  that  at  last  the  bird  was  recondled  to  his  cage.  The  robbers 
were  of  the  same  opinion  ;  for  I  assumed  a  gay  air  when  I  filled  wine  for 
them,  and  mingled  in  their  conversation,  whenever  I  found  an  a[q)ortnnity 
of  acting  the  buffoon.  His  freedom,  lar  from  displeasing,  affinded  them 
diversion.  "  Gil  Bias,"  said  the  captain  to  me  one  aevening,  wh3e  I 
entertained  them  in  this  manner,  "  thou  hast  done  wdl,  my  lad,  to  banish 
thy  melancholy  :  I  am  charmed  with  thy  wit  and  hamour:  I  find  petqile 
are  not  known  aU  at  once;  for  I  did  not  think  thou  hadst  been  lospri^tly 
and  good-natured." 

The  rest  joined  also  in  my  praise,  and  appeared  so  well  satisfied  with 
me,  that,  taking  the  advantage  of  this  good  disposition,  "  Gentlemen,"  said 
I,  "  allow  me  to  tell  my  mind  :  since  my  abode  in  this  place  I  find  myself 
quite  another  sort  of  person  than  heretofore.  Von  have  divested  me  of 
the  prejudices  of  education,  and  I  insensibly  imbibe  yonr  dispontion :  I 
have  a  taste  for  your  profession,  and  a  longing  desire  of  bemg  honoured 
with  the  name  of  your  companion,  and  of  aharing  the  dangers  of  yonr 
expeditions."  All  the  company  iqiproved  of  my  discourse,  and  commended 
my  forwardneaa ;    so  that  it  waa  nsanimonsly  reserved  to  let  me  serve  a 
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fiulfrlongWt  faiorier  to  prove  myHlf  worthy,  tlMn  ean^m*  o«t  in  tteir 
escanioDs ;  after  which  I  sfa  ould  obtain  the  hononraUe  place  I  demanded. 
Well,  then,  I  was  obli^d  to  persist  in  my  disBimdation,  aifd  exodse 
the  post  of  cap-bearer  otill ;  a  circumstance  which  mortified  me  eztremel;  i 
for  my  de«gn  in  aspiring  to  the  honour  of  becoming  a  thief,  was  only 
to  have  the  liberty  of  taking  the  air  with  the  rest,  in  hopes  that  one  day  I 
should  be  able  to  escape  from  them  in  the  course  of  their  expeditions. 
Iliis  h(^  alone  supported  my  life :  but,  nevertheless,  appeared  so  distant, 
that  I  tried  more  than  once  to  baffle  the  vigilance  of  Domingo  ;  though 
it  was  never  in  my  power,  he  briog  alnays  so  much  upon  his  guard,  that 
I  would  have  defied  a  hundred  Oipheoses  to  charm  such  a  Cerbema,  'TIS 
trae,  indeed,  I  did  not  do  all  I  could  have  done  to  beguile  him,  lett  I  should 
have  awakened  his  sospuaon  ;  for  he  had  s  hawk's  ^e  over  me,  and  I  was 
(Uiged  to  act  with  the  utmost  circumspection,  that  I  might  not  betray 
myadf.  I  tfaerefora  resigned  myself  to  my  fate,  until  the  time  should  be 
ezpb«d  Out  was  prescribed  by  the  robbers  for  receiving  me  into  their  gang ; 
and  this  eveot  I  expected  as  impatiently  as  if  I  hod  been  to  ba  enrolled  in 


Heaven  be  ]»siaed  I  in  six  miHiths  that  time  arrived ;  when  Signor 
Solaado,  widrwiing  himself  to  the  company,  said :  "  Gentlemen,  we  most 
keep  our  words  with  Gil  Bias  :  1  have  no  bad  opinion  of  that  youog  fellow, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  make  something  of  him  i  it  is  therefore  ray  opinion 
that  we  carry  him  along  vrith  us  to-morrow  to  gather  laurels  on  tbe  high- 
wiqr.  and  usher  him  into  the  path  of  glory."  The  robbers  agreed  to 
thor  c^>tain's  proposal :  and,  to  shew  that  they  already  looked  upon  me  as 
one  of  dieir  coropaniona,  from  that  moment  dispensed  with  my  service. 
Mid  re-established  dame  Leonsrda  in  the  office  she  had  lost  on  my 
aocooBt,  Tbey  made  me  throw  away  my  habit,  which  conitsted  of  a 
•any,  thraadlwre,  short  caasock,  and  dressed  me  in  the  grails  of  a 
gsntieuan  whom  ttaiy  bad  lately  robbed  ;  after  which  I  prepared  for  my 
first  cnapaign. 


]^""""""'^*<5yw>    '■ 'V^ 


CHAPTER  Vllk 


I  tMwdk  Ifae  dMB  «tf  tk«  nigkl,  1  omm 

I  oM  ol  tlM  Mnm  m  ■omymyiwlh  tks 

|Mbban,  mMdtikrthnat  KMiscaeUi^ 

'  tw«   ]»atok,    Mford   ind  kayonet.    Mid 

I  momled  on  a  pret^  good  hone,  wtaA 

(hjtf  )Md  takeo  fwm  tb*  «bb  geatlMMii 

whose  drees  I  vom.     1  h«A  Inad  h  kAg 

in  dvkseu,  tlwt  wImb  4>7  broke- 1  «»s 

[I  dpzsled   with   ths  ligtitt   wUch  bcM««mr 

BDun  bccttDie  fdmihitr  te  nay  eye*. 

Having  pawed  bard  hj  PoBlvndi.  ira  hy  in  uobaBb  in  a  laaU  woo4 
which  bordered  on  tha  road  to  L«on.  lltere  we  waited,  ezpcetin^  th«t 
fortnne  would  throw  Bome  goot  lack  in  ow  ^mj-,  wh«n  we  pevediwd  a 
BominicaB  (contrary  to  the  ouetom  <rf-  theta  good  fUtbm)  ridkig  opOD 
a  Bony  mde.  "  Ood  be  praivcd^**  cried  tha  caplaik  Iqoghing,  "  there's 
the  rmip  iFeim  of  Gik  Blae :  1st  him  go  and  onload  &ut  monk,  while  w« 
observe  hk  behaTioar."'  All  the  net  waM  of  o^nnioa  that  this  waa  • 
very  proper  conmtMiwi  for'  me,  and  eshcwted  me  t»  acqait  myeelf  band- 
■ome^  in  it.  "  Gentlemen,"  said  I,  "  yoa  afaall  be  wtiefied;  I  wiB  mukjt 
that  prieat  a>  bare  aa  my  hand,  and  bring  hither  his  mule  m-  4,  tuinhling." 
— "  No,  no,"  replied  Kolando,  "  rbe  n  not  worth  the  trouble :  bring  ns 
only  the  pune  of  kia  revefeoce ;  that  is  all  I  expect  of  thee."  For  thia 
purpose  I  sallied  into  t^  «»od>.  Md  wA»_  toward^  the  clergyman,  htg- 
png  Heaven  all  the  wi^  to.  pNsdqK  ^  actios  I  vm  about  to  commit.  I 
would  gladly  have  iQide  nv  ew>P«  ^ilt  tn^MMfci  M  the  greateat  part 
of  the  thievea  were  better  mowrtwt  4klR  K  w4  kad  they  perceived  me 
running  away,  would  hare  bee|i,4ltiB}C  heels  in  a»inetant,  and  entrapped 
me  again  in  a  very  ghort  time,  or  ^hl^  dtachwgad  tbur  cartnnes  at 
ne,  in  whidi  case  I  ahouW  hav*  had  nothing  to  brag  of.  Not  dariag 
tlierefore  to  hazard  rack  a  ddicate  step,  I  oame  tip  with  tha  priert,  aad. 


^afpmgtfmtdtoiaabnaM^,  demuided  hii  pan*.  He  rtfped  fhort  to 
mmj  ma,  aad  without  Beeming  much  afrdd,  "  Child,"  uid  ti*,  "  70a  an 
Tny  young :  yon  have  got  a  bad  trade  by  the  ka&d,  betimes." — "  Bad  m 
it  bi  fadwr*"  I  raplied,  "  I  wisb  I  bad  b^un  it  Mwner."' — "  All !  eon, 
MB,"  nid  the  good  Jriar,  who  did  not  compreband  the  bue  meaning  of 
m^  ward«i  "  what  hliiiHii»««  1  allow  me  to  repreaent  to  yon  the  miserable 
cBBditiM  -fc" — "  O  &ther,"  aaid  I.  intenupting  him  batti^,  "  a  trace  with 
fow  UDnla,  if  you  pleaae ;  my  boaineH  on  the  highway  is  not  to  hear 
■cratosai  I  want  mona^."-*^"  Money  !  "  cried  be,  with  an  air  of  aatoniih- 
tatut,  "job  ve  httla  asqwuBted  with  the  charity  of  the  Spaniards,  if  yoa 
AM  pnogh  of  my  clotb  bn  -eccauon  for  money  wlnle  they  traval  in 
tUa  Icia^dBB.  UndMene  yoantf  i  we  are  Bvery  where  cherafuUf 
necnad,  bm/m  lodfi^  and  Tictuala,  and  Bathing  is  aaked  in  retnm  bit 
00  ytayeri )  ia  ahtirt  we  Bero-  oarry  money  aboKt  lU  on  tbe  road,  bnt 
•oofido  «bo|:Bther  in  ProTidenoe>"— ^"  lliat  won't  go  down  with  sm,"  I 
wplied,  "  yMr  dependenoa  ia  not  altogether  so  yituoaarj ;  for  yon  have 
^MBf  BOBte  good  pietdca  ia  reeerre,  to  make  nore  enre  of  Ptavidaioa, 
Bnt)  nygood  fatbo',"  addad  I,  "let  oa  ha'  done:  my  coianuleg,  who 
are  ua  tfad  wood)  begin  ts  be  inpatient ;  thmfore  Uirow  yoar  porK  apDB 
Ab  grooBd  iMtastlVi  or  I  ahall  certainly  pot  yon  to  deatb." 

At  these  words,  whidi  t  uttered  with  a  meaaciag  look,  the  friar,  aeem> 
ing  a&wd  cf  hi*  Ufe,  aaid  1  "  Hold  I  I  w91  latiefy  yon  then,  unce  there  ia 
a  aieaawty  for  it  t  I  ae*  tropee  uid  fignrea  have  w>  e&et  on  peo}de  of 
yoBT  profcaaian."  So  aaying,  he  polled  from  nndameath  his  gown  a  large 
pBTM  fif  Tlii»iM  laather,  which  he  dropped  upon  the  groand.    Tbtok  I 


d  ban  he  migbt  continue  hia  journey ;  a  peimiMioD  he  did  not  give  ma 
I  trouble  of  repenting ;  bnt  clapped  bia  heels  to  the  sides  of  his  mnle* 
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wbich  belying  the  opinion  I  had  oonoeived  of  her«  (for  I  imagraed  she  waA 
hot  mach  better  than  my  uncle's)  all  of  a  sodden,  went  off  at  a  pretty 
round  pace.  Am  eoon  as  he  iraa  at  a  distance  I  alighted,  and  taking  up 
the  parse,  which  seemed  heavy,  moanted  again,  and  got  back  to  the 
wood  in  a  trice,  where  the  thieves  waited  with  impatience  to  congratnhite 
me  npon  my  victory.  Scarce  would  they  give  me  time  to  dismount,  so 
eager  were  they  to  embrace  me :  *'  Courage,  Gil  Bias,"  said  Rolando, 
''thou  hast  done  wonders.  I  have  had  my  eyes  on  thee  during  thy 
expedition :  I  have  observed  thy  countenance  all  the  time,  and  I  prophesy 
that  thou  wilt  in  time  become  an  excellent  highwayman."  Ihe  Bentenant 
and  the  rest  approved  the  prediction,  which  they  assured  me  I  dioold  one 
day  certainly  fulfil.  I  thanked  them  for  the  high  idea  they  had  conceived 
of  me,  and  promised  to  do  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  maintain  it. 

After  they  had  loaded  me  with  so  much  undeserved  pruse,  they  werd 
desirous  of  examining  the  booty  I  had  made.  "  Come,"  said  they,  "  let 
us  see  what  there  is  in  the  clergyman's  purse."-^"  It  ought  to  be  wdl 
famished,"  continued  one  among  them,  "for  those  good  ftthers  don^ 
travel  Kke  pilgnms."  The  captain  untied  the  purse,  and,  opening  it, 
pulled  out  two  or  three  handfUs  of  copper  medals,  mixed  with  bits  of 
hallowed  wax,  and  some  scapularies  *.  At  the  sight  of  such  an  micommon 
pfey,  all  the  robbers  burst  out  into  immoderate  fits  of  laughter.  "  Upon 
toy  soul,"  cried  the  lieutenant,  "  we  are  very  much  obliged  to  Gil  Bias 
fcft  having,  in  his  ctnqf  tTessai,  performed  a  theft  so  salutary  to  the  com^ 
pany."  This  piece  of  wit  brought  on  more,  lliose  miscreants,  and  he  in 
particular  who  had  apostatized,  began  to  be  very  merry  upon  the  matter  i 
a  thousand  sallies  escaped  them,  that  too  well  denoted  their  immorality. 
I  was  the  only  person  who  did  not  laugh,  my  mirth  being  checked  by  the 
railers,  who  enjoyed  themselves  at  my  expenoe.  £«very  one  having  shot 
his  bolt,  the  captain  said  to  me :  "In  fsdth,  Gil  Bias,  I  advise  tiiee  as  a 
friend  to  joke  no  more  with  monks,  who  are»  generally  speaking,  too  arch 
and  cunning  for  such  as  thee.*' 

*  Scapularies  are  pieces  of  eonseerated  stuff  worn  by  piicsls  and  nans. 


^^1 


CHAPTER  IX. 


I   >DVBNTDB>. 


■  reoMined  in  the  wood  the  greatest  put 
of  the  day,  without  perceiTing  axtj  tn- 
vcUer  that  oould  make  unendi  for  the 
prieat.  At  laat  we  kft  it,  in  order  to 
retom  to  our  caTcni,  confining  our  ez- 
ploita  to  that  lodidooa  event,  which  stiU 
ocniBtituted  the  subject  of  our  discoune, 
when  we  discovered  at  a  distance  a  coach 
drawn  by  four  mnka.  advaocing  at  a 
Sl  brisk  tTot,  and  escorted  by  three  men  on 
bufaebock.  who  aeemed  well  anned.  Upon  this  Rokndo  ordered  his  troop 
to  halt,  and  bdd  a  oonncil  j  the  result  of  which  waa  that  they  should 
'ttadc  the  coach.  We  were  iicmediately  arranged  according  to  hia 
disposition,  and  marched  up  to  it  in  order  o!  battle.  In  t^te  of  ths 
applause  I  had  acquired  in  the  wood,  I  felt  myself  seized  with  an  nnivenal 
tremor,  and  immediatdy  a  cold  sweat  broke  out  all  over  mv  bodv,  which  I 
looked  upon  as  no  very  &vourabte  omen.  To  crown  my  good  hick,  I  waa 
in  front  of  the  line,  between  the  captain  and  lieutenant,  who  hsd  stationed 
me  there,  that  I  might  accustom  myself  to  stand  fire  aU  at  once.  Rolando 
obaerving  how  much  nature  Buffered  within  me,  locdced  at  me  askance, 
i^ing,  with  a  fierce  countenance :  ^  Harkee.  Gil  Bias,  remember  to  do 
thy  doty ;  for  if  thou  hangest  back,  I'll  Uow  thy  brains  out."  I  was 
too  well  peraoaded  that  he  would  keep  his  word  to  neglect  this  caution  ; 
for  whidi  reason  I  thought  of  nothing  now  but  of  recommending  my 
Molto  God. 

In  the  mean  time  the  coach  and  horsemen  approached,  who  knowing 
what  aort  of  people  we  were,  and  guessing  our  design  by  our  appearance, 
■topped  within  musket-shot,  and  irepsred  to  receive  us ;  while  a  gentleman 
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of  good  mien,  and  richly  dressed,  ounc  out  of  the  coach,  and  nmintlnp 
a  hone  that  was  led  by  one  oT  bis  Bttendants,  pat  himselT  at  thiir  heMd, 
witbont  any  otbor  anna  tlian  a  aword  and  «  pttir  of  piatala.  llun^ 
they  were  but  four  agaiast  nine  (the  coachman  remaining  on  tbe  KU) 
they  advanced  towards  ua  witli  a  boldneas  that  redonbled  my  fear ;  I  did 
not  fail,  hoirerer,  though  I  trembled  in  every  joint,  to  make  ready  to  in ; 
but,  to  tell  the  trath,  I  shut  my  eyes,  and  turned  away  my  band,  when  I 
discharged  my  carbine  ;  and  inwsiderSng  the  manner  in  which  it  went  off, 
e  ought  to  be  acquitted  on  that  score. 


I  will  not  pretend  to  describe  tbe  action ;  for  although  I  wn  (irdHBt  I 
saw  nothing',  and  my  fear,  tn  confbunding  my  imagination.  cOuccaM 
from  me  the  horror  of  the  spectacle  that  occasioned  tt.  AD  I  know  of 
the  matter  is,  that  after  a  great  noise  of  6ring.  I  heard  my  ccmipanioW 
about,  and  cry.  "  Victory !  victory ! "  At  that  acclamation,  the  terror 
which  had  taken  posscMion  of  my  senses  dissipated,  and  1  saw  the  four 
horsemen  strelcbed  Urdess  on  tbe  field  of  battle.  On  oar  tide  we  had 
but  one  man  killed,  and  be  was  no  other  than  the  spoatate,  who  had  met 


with  kt»  dMrt»fteluii^osta^|r  uid  probne  jests  upon  the  actipdtmes. 
IVi  Cwitcnimt  recmred  s  wound  in  the  srm;  but  it  was  a  very  alight  one, 
die«lK)t  hating  only  ruffled  Ills  skin. 

Signor  Rolando  ran  immediately  to  the  door  of  the  coach,  in  which 
Acre  wM  a  lady  of  aboot  foor  or  five- and- twenty  yean  of  age,  t^o 
appeared  very  handsome  notwithstanding  the  melancholy  conditioa  in 
whidi  she  was,  for  she  had  swooned  during  the  engagement,  aod  was  not 
yet  leoovCTed.  While  he  was  btuied  in  looliing  after  her,  we  took  care 
of  the  booty,  beginoing  with  securing  the  horses  of  the  killed,  which, 
fr%htened  at  the  noise  ot  the  firing,  bad  run  away,  after  having  lost  their 
riders.  As  for  the  mniee,  they  bad  not  stirred,  althoagh  the  coaduoan, 
during  the  actioa,  bad  <|aitted  his  place,  in  order  to  make  his  escape. 
We  alighted,  and,  nayoking,  loaded  them  with  some  trunks  we  found 
feateaed  to  tba  coach,  before  end  behmd.  This  being  done,  the  lady, 
who  had  not  as  yet  recovered  her  senses,  was,  by  wder  of  the  captain, 
taken  out  and  i^ced  on  borsebaek  befbre  one  of  the  robbers  that  was 
best  mounted;  after  which,  qnittio^  the  high-road^  the  coach  and  the 
dead  {nborn  we  had  strtpDed>,  we  earned  off  the  lad^,  the  moles,  uid 
the  horses. 


^^^taMKa^M—]»^^ja^B^PM 


.  T  wu  within  an  honr  of  day-break  when 
we  arrived  at  our  habitation  ;  and  the  fint 
thing  we  did  was  to  lead  our  beHst*  into 
the  stable,  where  we  were  obliged  to  tie 
them  to  the  rack,  and  take  care  of  them 
with  our  own  hands,  the  old  negro  having 
been,  three  da;s  before,  seized  with  « 
Tioteat  fit  of  the  gout  and  rheumatiBm, 
that  kept  him  a-bed,  deprived  of  the  use 
of  an  his  limbs :  the  only  member  at  Uherty 
was  his  tongue,  which  he  employed  in  testifying  his  hnpaticDoe  bf  the 
most  horrible  execrations.  Leaving  this  miserable  wretch  to  swear  and 
blaspheme,  we  went  to  the  kitchen,  where  cor  whole  attention  waa 
engrossed  by  the  lady,  and  we  soccccded  so  well  as  to  bring  her  out  of  bar 
fit :  but  when  she  had  recovered  the  nse  of  her  senses,  and  saw  herself  in 
the  hands  of  several  men  whom  she  did  not  know,  she  perceived  her 
misfortune,  and  was  seized  with  horror!  The  most  lively  sorrow  and 
direful  despair  appeared  in  her  eyes,  which  she  lifted  np  to  Heaven  as  if 
to  reproach  it  with  the  indignities  that  threatened  her ;  then  giving  way 
of  a  sudden  to  those  dismal  apprehensions,  she  relapsed  into  a  swoon,  her 
eye-lids  dosed,  and  the  robbers  imagined  that  death  would  deprive  them 
of  their  prey.  The  captain,  tbinking  it  more  proper  to  leave  her  to 
herself  than  to  torment  her  with  their  assistance,  ordered  her  to  be 
carried  to  Leonarda's  bed,  where  she  was  left  alone,  at  the  hazard  of  what 
night  happen. 

We  repaired  to  the  hall,  where  one  of  the  thieves,  who  had  been  bred 
a  surgeon,  dressed  the  lieutenant's  wunnd :  after  whidi,  being  desirona 
al  seeing  what  was  in  the  trunks,  we  fonud  some  of  them  filled  wiQi  koa 
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lAd  Mfiiu  (BOMMI'tfitt  wMtcB^  ftad  the  IsBt  Wff  o^ni6d  oonttliioa  Bohid 
bsgd  Mi  of  pidtoles  ;  tA  tight  of  which  lh«  gieotlflHob  ooaoerned  wer« 
infinitely  rejoiced.  ThiB  inquiry  being  mdde,  tlMe  old  c60k  funuflhed  th* 
ride-bofffd,  hid  the  cWk,  and  Mr^ed  tkp  vapfmn  Oaf  eoilverfeation 
at  first  turned  upon  the  great  yictoiy  we  had  obtaiMd;  md  R^iando 
addressing  himself  to  me.  "  Confess,  Gfl  Blm/'  Said  he^  *'  oonfesB  that 
thou  wast  horribly  afraid."  I  bgeniously  6wtted  dtft  what  he  said  was 
very  true ;  but  that  when  I  should  hhre  madd  two  Or  three  campaigns.  I 
would  fight  like  A  knight->errant :  wheretfpoik  tlM  whok  oompluiy  took  mf 
part,  observfatg  that  toy  fear  was  ei<sti»Mt;  tiiat  the  actkm  had  b6ea 
tefy  hot ;  and  that,  conadering  I  #as  9f  yotiflg  fSelloi^  ^ho  had  ndrev 
smdled  gonpowder,  I  had  acquitted  mysdf  pretty  Well. 

The  discodrse  afterwards  falling  upoii  the  liiules  and  liorsei  w#  had 
brought  into  our  retreat,  it  was  agreed,  that  to-movroi^  bsfoiv  dagf  wir 
should  an  set  otrt  together,  in  order  to  Se&  them  at  Maiisilldi  wWch  plaM/ 
in  all  probability,  the  report  of  our  expedStioft  had  not  y€t  Mtdhed.  This* 
resolutiofi  being  taken.  We  finished  oH!*  taeA,  imd  MmUed  into  lh# 
kitchen  to  visit  the  lady,  whom  we  fbimd  SCffl  is  the  sttttMl  flKtfatkni. 
Nevertheless,  though  it  was  with  difficdlty  We  <iotdd  pM^DCdte  any  ttfgils  df 
life  in  her,  some  of  the  viDainA  did  tidt  sdht]^  to  t^fird  hef  ^dtii  i^ 
proftme  eye,  and  even  to  discotef  a  brtital  desire>  whkh  thdy  HKirM  Itat^* 
silfislied  immediately,  had  not  Kokndo  pr^veiit^  il>  r^rMltofiiig  til-  theiA^ 
that  they  ought  at  least  to  wedt  uiitSl  tfa«  I&dy  slM^uld  g€t  the  better  6l 
that  oppression  of  sdrrow  which  deprived  he^  of  reflesttoil.  The  mspMT 
they  had  for  their  captaiu  i^tf^ed  tMr  kie6iiliileh«e,  Othet^Hse  nOth(Ag 
could  have  saved  the  lady,  i^ose  honour  death  itseffi  p&^k&gv,  Wtiudd  Aot 
have  been  able!  to  seeuf e. 

We  left  the  tiitfbrtOfifite  geutlewocnaa  M  the  mtta  OMditlofl  ifi  H^ti^ 
we  found  her,  Rdaiklo  contenting  hiftis^  WiHi  kyftiqg^  falJttfidtioiiS  M 
Leoftarda  te*  tftke  eai'e  of  her,  while  every  due  retirisd  into  hi»  o^^  ttpmu 
ment.  For  my  owti  part,  as  soon  as  I  hdd  ^ot  t6  bed,  ihsl^Md  of  fes^iilflg' 
myself  to  rieep,  I  did  flothiug  but  thkik  of  thfci  lady's  avitforciiiie.  I 
never  de^bced  tkM  she  was  a  perton  of  ^alitff,  md  looked  tipbft  her 
sftittLtion  an  the  ttatt  deplorable  for  that  reason.    I  ebifld  tfoti  Wit^ul 

ahndderidig'  represent  te  myscdf  the  horrors  to  whieU  she  i¥iui  destined, 
asid  f(^  myvelf  dS' deeplf  concerned  for  her  «rif  Ilttd  VeStf  Mtfdied  by 
M6cifd  eif  MeMMtip.  At  kst.  huting  bei^Ued  her  &afd  f^ie,  1  begdn  lo^ 
neto^  the  Aenns  6f  re^dbg  her  howMf  fr5in  it»  ddAger  itf  wMeh  ir 
WW,  and  of  dditering  myself  ac  ttit  saiAe  tiM'  fnm*  \he  sebterMneiai 
iriiode.  I  recMUeeted  that  the  old  negro  #as  Mi  in  *  eoodiltan  te  inove^ 
and  tiM^  iinei^MB  being  t*en  iS,  ^He  ebok  kept  the  Key  of  the  gmuf. 
# 


4S  BOOK,  I* — CHAP.   X. 

This  TcflectioD  warmed  my  imagination,  and  made  me  conceive  a  adieme,, 
which  I  digested  so  well,  that  I  proceeded  to  put  it  into  practice  imme- 
diately, in  the  following  manner. 

Eretending  to  be  racked  with  the  cholic,  I  began  with  complaints  and 
groans;  then  raising  my  voice,  uttered  dreadful  cries,  that  waked  the 
robbers,  and  brought  them  instantly  to  my  bed-side.  When  they  asked 
what  made  me  roar  so  hideously,  I  answered  that  I  was  tortured  with  a 
horrible  chohc ;  and,  the  better  to  persuade  them  of  the  truth  of  what  I 
said,  grinded  my  teeth,  made  fiightful  grimaces  and  contortions,  and 
writhed  mysdf  in  a  strange  manner :  then  I  became  quiet  all  of  a  sudden, 
as  if  my  pains  had  given  me  some  respite.  In  a  moment  after,  I  began 
again  to  bounce  about  the  bed,  and  twist  about  my  limbs :  in  a  word,  I 
played  my  part  so  well,  that  the  thieves,  cunning  as  they  were,  allowed 
themselves  to  be  deceived,  and  believed  in  good  earnest,  that  I  was 
violently  griped.  In  a  moment  all  of  them  were  busied  in  endeavours  to 
ease  me ;  one  brought  a  bottle  of  usquebaugh,  and  made  me  swallow  one 
half  of  it:  another,  in  spite  of  my  teeth,  injected  a  dose  of  oil  of 
sweet  almonds ;  a  third  warmed  a  napkin,  and  applied  it  broiling  hot  to 
my'  belly.  I  roared  for  mercy  in  vain :  they  imputed  my  cries  to  the 
dioHc,  and  continued  to  make  me  sufier  real  pains,  in  attempting  to  free 
me  from  one  I  did  not  feel.  At  last,  being  able  to  resist  them  no  longer, 
I  was  £ain  to  tell  them  that  the  gripes  had  left  me,  and  to  conjure  them 
to  give  me  quarter.  Upon  which  they  left  off  tormenting  me  with  their 
remedies,  and  I  took  care  to  trouble  them  no  more  with  my  oomplaints, 
for  fear  of  undergoing  their  good  offices  a  second  time. 

This  sceue  lasted  almost  three  hours ;  after  which,  the  robbers,  judging 
that  day  was  not  for  off,  prepared  themselves  to  set  out  for  Mansiila.  I 
would  have  got  up,  to  make  them  believe  I  was  very  desirous  of  accom- 
panying them;  but  they  would  not  suffer  me  to  rise,  Signor  Rolando 
saying :  "  No,  no,  Gil  Bias,  stay  at  home,  child ;  thy  cholic  may  return  : 
thou  shalt  go  with  us  another  time ;  but  thou  art  in  no  condition  to  go 
abroad  to-day."  I  was  afraid  of  insisting  upon  it  too  much,  lest  he 
should  3rield  to  my  request ;  therefore  I  only  appeared  very  much  mortified 
because  I  could  not  be  of  the  party.  This  I  acted  so  naturally,  that 
they  went  out  of  the  cavern  without  the  least  suspicion  of  my  design* 
After  their  departure,  whidi  I  had  endeavoured  to  hasten  by  my  prayers^ 
I  said  to  myself :  "  Now  Gil  Bias !  now  is  the  time  for  thee  to  have 
resolution :  arm  thyself  with  courage  to  finish  that  which  thou  hast  so 
happily  begun.  Domingo  is  not  in  a  condition  to  oppose  thy  enterprise, 
and  Leonarda  cannot  hinder  its  execution.  Seize  this  opportunity  of 
ci^caping,  than  which,  perhaps,  thou  wilt  never  find  one  more  ikvonrable." 


Hmm  R^geatioiu  filled  me  with  coDfidence ;  I  got  op,  and  took  mj  aword 
utd  putob,  tskd  went  toward*  the  kitchen ;  bnt  before  I  entered,  heiring 
LecHiarda  tpeeking,  atopped,  in  order  to  liaten.  She  wu  taUdng  to  the 
tinkaown  lady,  who  having  recovered  her  eenaea,  uid  nndentood  the 
whole  of  her  misfortane,  wept,  in  the  ntmost  bittemeu  of  deepair, 
"  Weep.  107  child,"  laid  the  old  beldam  to  her,  "  dktolve  yonraelf  into 
tean,  and  don't  spare  for  ngba,  for  that  will  give  yon  eaie.  Yon  ham 
had  a  dangeron*  qnalsi :  hoi  now  there  ia  nothing  to  fear,  aince  yoa 
Bhed  abundance  of  tcan.  Your  grief  will  abate  by  little  and  little,  and 
Tou  wiU  aoon  aoctutora  yonraelf  to  live  with  our  gendemen,  who  are  men 
of  honour.  Yoa  will  be  treated  like  a  princeaa,  meti  with  nothing  bnt 
icoBBidaiaanee,  and  fteah  proofs  of  affection  every  day.  There  are  a  great 
many  women  who  would  be  glad  to  be  in  your  place." 


I  did  not  give  Leonarda  time  to  proceed,  hot  entering,  dapped  a  pistol 
to  her  breast,  end,  with  a  threatening  loolc,  commanded  her  to  aurrender 
the  key  of  the  grate.  8he  was  confbnnded  at  my  behaviour,  aad,  though 
abnoat  at  the  end  of  her  career,  so  mnch  attached  to  life,  that  she  dnnt 
not  refuse  my  demand.  Having  got  the  key  in  my  poasession,  I  addressed 
myself  to  the  efficted  lady,  saying :  "  Madam,  Heaven  haa  sent  yoa  a 
ddrverer ;  rise  and  follow  me,  and  I  will  conduct  yon  whithersoever  yon 
ahaD  please  to  direct."  The  lady  did  not  remain  deaf  to  my  words, 
whidi  made  such  an  impression  upon  her,  that  summoning  up  all  the 
atrength  ^e  had  left,  ^e  got  np,  and  throwing  herself  at  my  feet,  con< 
jared  me  to  preserve  her  honour.  I  raised  her,  and  assured  her  that  she 
might  rdy  upon  me ;  then  taking  some  cords,  which  I  perceived  in  the 
kitchai,  with  her  aasistance,  I  tied  Leonards  to  the  feet  of  a  large  table, 
swearing  that  if  she  opened  her  mouth  I  would  kill  her  on  the  spot. 
I  afterwards  lighted  a  lamp,  and  going  with  the  stranger  into  the 
room  where  the  gold  and  silver  was  deposited,  filled  my  pockets  with 
fustolca  and  double  pistoles ;  and  to  indace  the  lady  to  follow  my  example. 
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wwmi  h9  tliift  m  cnqr  topk  laA  imt  own.  Whda  vn  M  mnk  ft 
good  frQTMoii  9f  thw  UdjL  i^  itent  tofnuda  th«  stiUft,  wkuA  I  ei|tflrad 
9km  wilb  my  piftol*  cockttL  fimlj  bdiewf  t^fe  diQ  M  asgni*  m  ipitB 
«l  hift  gpttt  ftftd  riiecuBfttim,  nouUi  nok  aiiffer  nift  to  Middle  ftad  bridk  mj 
hwtft  9  quiet  I  ftiid  Mfy  ntohrol  to  cure  lum  of  all  hii  distempers,  if  he 
ikoaU  tike  it  in  Us  heed  to  be  tronbleseme  t  but,  by  good  lack*  he  was 
so  Qvenihelmed  with  tim  peiM  he  had  undergone,  and  those  he  still  snf- 
fin^,  that  I  brought  my  horse  out  of  the  stable,  even  withovt  hi*  soeining 
to  peroeive  it ;  and  the  lady  waiting  for  me  at  the  doer,  we  threaded  with 
all  despatch  the  passage  that  led  out  of  the  cavern,  ameed  at  the  grate, 
which  we  opened,  md  at  last  ci^ne  to  the  trap«door,  which  we  lifted  w^ 
with  great  difficulty,  or  rather  the  desbe  of  esoi^ing  lent  ns  new  stroigth, 
withoHt  which  we  shonld  not  baTo  been  able  t9  saoeeed. 

Day  began  to  appear  jost  as  we  found  ourselTCs  deHvered  from  the 
jaws  of  this  abyss ;  and  as  we  fervently  desired  to  be  at  a  greater  distance 
from  it,  I  threw  myself  into  the  saddle,  the  lady  mounted  behind  me,  and 
following  the  first  path  that  presented  itself,  at  a  round  gallop,  got  out  of 
the  forest  in  a  short  time,  and  entered  a  plain  divided  by  several  roads, 
one  of  which  we  took  at  random.  I  was  mortally  afraid  that  it  would 
conduct  us  to  Mansilla,  where  we  might  meet  with  Rolando  and  his  con- 
federates; but  happily  my  fear  was  vain.  We  arrived  at  the  town  of 
Astorga  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  where  people  gazed  at  ns  with 
extreme  attention,  as  if  it  had  been  an  extraordinary  thing  to  see  a  woman 
on  horseback,  sitting  behind  a  man.  We  alighted  at  the  first  inn  we 
came  to,  where  the  fir^t  thing  I  did  wa^  to  order  a  partri<]|;e  ai^4  ^  yoipng 
i:abbit  to  the  firet ;  i^ud  while  this  wa^  iom^^  I  conductj^d.  the;  UAj  info  ft 
qhamber,  where  we  began  to  converse  witti  Qp^  another ;  for  w^  had  rode 
so  f«st«  tba>t  we  had  no  discourse  o^  the  road.  She  shewed  bpw  sensible 
she  was  of  the  service  I  hud  done  to  h^r,  mi  Qbserv^d,  thtft  «rft^  I  had 
performed  8V|ch  c^  generous  ^on,  she  could  npt  peraiM^e  h^r^  that  I 
w^  ^  compsAion  of  tl^e  thieves,  from  whom  I  h^d  ^eapqed  her.  I  told 
h^r  v\j  atqryf  ii^  order  tq  confirm  the  ^cd  opiniQ9  st^e  )u4.  ce^cfived 
of  n^ ;  and  by  that  means  engaged  her  to  hgnoiM:  in^  wij^  her  confidenocw 
and  iofonn  que  of  her  pifffortwe^  wbiph  sh^  reoQiQ^t^  aft  (  sbftU  v«hte  19 
th^  foU^viiJ^  dKipter. 


£c==s^ 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


or  DONNA  mmtKiA  ar  wiaQOMu. 


Itai  born  at  Valladolid,  and  my  name  i» 
Donna  Meucta  of  Moaqnera.  Don  Martin 
my  fatlier,  after  having  apent  almost  his 
whole  patrimony  in  the  lorice  of  his  Ung, 
was  kijjed  in  Forto^,  at  the  head  (tf  his 
own  regiment,  and  left  me  bo  moderately 
provided,  that  though  I  was  an  only  child, 
I  was  far  from  being  a  good  match.  I 
did  not  want  admirera,  however,  in  spite 
of  the  lowness  of  my  fortune :  a  good 
many  of  the  most  considerable  cavaliers  in  Spain  made  their  addresses  to 
me ;  bat  he  who  attracted  my  attention  most,  was  Don  Alvaro  de  Mello  ; 
he  was  indeed  more  handsome  than  any  of  his  rivals ;  but  more  lubstantial 
qoalifics^ns  determined  me  in  his  favoar  i  he  was  endued  with  prndence, 
probi^,  and  valoor,  and  wiUwl  the  taoat  gallant  man  in  the  world  :  when 
be  gave  entertainments,  BOthing  could  be  more  el^Mrt,  and  when  he 
^>pear«d  at  tonmamenta,  every  body  admired  his  vigour  and  address  :  I 
preferred  him  therefore  to  all  othen,  and  married  him  acct^ingly. 

A  few  daya  after  oar  marriage,  he  happened  to  meet  with  Don  Andrea 
de  Baesa,  who  had  been  one  of  his  HtbIs,  fat  a  private  place,  where, 
qoarreSing  with  each  other,  they  came  to  blows,  and  Don  Andrea  lost 
his  life  in  the  rencounter.  As  he  was  nephew  to  tbe  Corregidor  of  Valla- 
dolid,  a  violent  man,  and  mortal  enemy  to  the  ftunily  of  Mello,  Don 
AhraiQ  knew  he  conM  not  leave  the  city  too  soon  ;  be  returned  konte  in  a 
l^ny,  wtd  white,  they  saddled  his  horaev  toU  me  what  had  happened. 
"  Uy  dc«r  Menda,"  said  ha,  "  w*  must  part !  yon  know  the  corregidor : 
dea't  let  as  fiatter  ovrsebes,  for  he  wU  proacoate  me  with  the  utmost 
tancoBT;  and  as  ycM  are  not  ignorant  of  his  credit,  yon  know  I  cannot 
ha  hIb  ia  tUk  ftiogdoat."    Ha  ««•  ao  Kich  paDCtmted  with  his  own 
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•orrow,  tad  with  that  which  he  law  take  pouetuon  of  my  breait,  ^that  ba 
Gonld  Mi]r  no  more  :  aad  when  I  bad  pnrailed  apoD  hun  to  liiniiBli  himMlf 
with  eome  money  and  Jewell,  he  cluped'me  in  biaaima.  and.  during  a  whole 
quarter  of  an  how,  we  did  nothing  but  min^o  oar  sigha  end  tean.  At 
last,  being  told  the  hone  was  ready,  he  tore  himeelf  from  me ;  be  departed 
and  left  me  in  a  condition  not  to  be  described.  Happy  I  bad  the  excess 
of  my  afflictiiHi,  at  that  time,  put  an  end  to  my  life !  what  troubles  and 
sorrows  would  my  death  have  prevented !  Some  honra  after  Don  Alvaro 
was  gone,  the  oorregidor,  being  informed  of  his  flight,  ordered  bim  to  be 
porsoed,  and  spared  notbiag  to  have  bim  in  his  power :  but  my  husband 
always  baffled  bis  puraoit,  and  kept  himself  secure,  in  such  a  manner, 
that  the  judge  found  himself  obUge3  to  limit  bis  revenge  to  the  sole  satis' 
Action  of  mmiog  the  fortune  of  a  man  whose  blood  he  wanted  to  shed : 
his  efforta  were  not  unsoccesiful.  all  the  efiects  of  Don  Alvaro  b«ng 
confiscated. 

Left  in  the  most  afflicting  situation,  and  having  acarce  whereirithal  to 
labsiat,  I  began  to  live  a  very  solitary  life,  all  my  attendants  being  reduced 
to  one  maid :  I  spent  the  day  in  bemoaning,  not  an  indigence,  which  I 
could  have  home  with  patience;  bat  the  absence  of  my  dear  husband, 
whose  condition  I  was  utterly  ignorant  of,  although  he  had  promised  in 
his  last  melandioly  adieu,  that  he  would  take  care  to  inform  me  of  hie 
lot,  into  whatever  part  of  the  world  his  cruel  &te  should  conduct  him. 
Nevertheless,  seven  long  years  elapsed,  without  my  hearing  the  least 
account  of  bim;  and  this  uncertainty  of  his  destiny  plunged  me  into  an 
abyss  of  sorrow !     At  last  I  was  tcJd,  that  in"  fighting  for  the  King  of 


Fortiigal  iu  Fez,  he  had  lost  his  life  in  battle :  a  man  lately  returned  from 
Africa  confinned  this  report,  assuring  me,  that  he  was  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  Don  Alvaro  de  Mello,  had  served  with  him  in  the  Portu- 
gnesu  army,  and  had  even  seen  bim  &11  in  the  action  :  to  this  he  added  many 
other  circumstances  which  perauoded  me  diat  my  husband  was  no  more. 
At  that  time,  Don  Ambrono  Meaia  CarriDo,  Mar^ois  of  Guardia,  came 
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to  Vallfldolid :  lie  was  one  of  those  old  lords,  who,  hy  the  poUteness  and 
^aUantry  of  their  mannen,  continue  still  agreeable  to  the  ladies,  and 
make  people  forget  their  age.  One  day,  hearing  by  accident  the  story  of 
Don  Alvaro,  and  being  desirous  of  seeing  me,  on  account  of  the  picture 
which  had  been  drawn  of  me;  for  the  satisfieu^tion  of  his  curiosity,  he 
engaged  one  of  my  relations,  who  carried  me  to  her  house.  Seeing  me 
there,  I  had  the  fortune  to  please  him,  in  spite  of  the  remarkable  impres- 
sion which  grief  had  made  on  my  countenance ;  but  why  do  I  say  in 
spite  of  it  ?  perhaps  he  was  touched  alone  by  my  sad  and  languishing 
air,  which  prepossessed  him  in  favour  of  my  fidelity:  his  love  in  all 
probability  was  the  effect  of  my  melancholy ;  for  he  told  me  more  than  once, 
that  he  looked  upon  me  as  a  miracle  of  constancy;  and  that,  for  this 
reason,  he  even  envied  the  fate  of  my  husband,  how  deplorable  soever  it 
was  in  other  respects :  in  a  word,  he  was  struck  at  the  sight  of  me,  and 
had  no  occasion  to  see  me  a  second  time,  in  order  to  take  the  resolution 
of  making  me  his  wife. 

He  chose  the  intercession  of  my  kinswoman,  towards  the  obtaining  of 
my  consent :  she  came  to  my  lodgings  accordingly,  and  represented  to 
me,  that  my  husband  having  ended  his  days  in  the  kingdom  of  Fez,  as 
we  had  been  informed,  it  was  not  reasonable  that  I  should  bury  my  charms 
any  longer ;  that  I  had  sufficiently  bewailed  the  fate  of  a  man,  with  whom 
I  had  been  united  but  a  few  moments ;  and  that  I  ought  to  profit  by  the 
^  occasion  that  now  presented  itself,  by  which  means  I  ought  to  be  the 
happiest  woman  in  the  world.  Then  she  extolled  the  great  family  of  the 
old  Marqms,  his  vast  estate,  and  unblemished  character :  but  her  eloquence 
in  displaying  the  advantages  he  possessed  was  in  vain;  it  was  not 
in  her  power  to  persuade  me;  not  that  I  doubted  the  death  of  Don 
Alvaro,  or  was  restrained  by  the  fear  of  seeing  him  again,  when  I  shoulc 
least  expect  him ;  the  little  inclination,  or  rather  the  reluctance,  I  felt  foi 
a  second  manr  age,  after  having  sufilered  so  many  misfortunes  by  the  first, 
was  the  only  obstacle  my  relation  had  to  remove.  She  did  not  despair 
for  all  that;  on  the  contrary,  it  redoubled  her  zeal  for  Don  Ambrosio; 
she  engaged  ray  whole  fiimily  in  the  interests  of  that  lord ;  my  relations 
pressed  me  to  accept  of  such  an  advantageous  match ;  I  was  every 
moment  besieged,  importuned,  and  tormented ;  and  my  misery,  which 
daily  increased,  contributed  not  a  htde  to  overcome  my  resistance. 

Being  unable,  therefore,  to  hold  out  any  longer,  I  yielde4  to  their 
preasing  instances,  and  married  the  Marquis  of  Guardia,  who,  the  day 
after  our  nuptials,  carried  me  to  a  very  fine  castle  which  he  had,  situate! 
Bnrgos,  between  Grajal  and  RodiUas.  He  conceived  the  most  violent 
for  me,  and  I  observed  in  the  whole  of  his  behaviour,  the  utmost 
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desire  of  pleasiiig  ne.  Hie  tvlkole  study  wii  to  intidpatt  mt  IvMiM;  Ho 
hosband  had  ever  nich  a  tender  regard  1^  Ms  wiAs »  and  no  loter  erer 
shewed  more  comphdstmoe  to  his  mistress.  I  shoald  hate  been  passioa* 
ately  fond  of  Don  Ambrosio,  notwithstanding  the  disproportion  of  oar 
years,  had  I  been  eapable  of  loving  any  one  after  Bott  Alvaro,  but  a  con- 
stant heart  can  neifer  change.  The  endeavours  of  my  second  husband  to 
please  me  were  rendered  ineffectmd  by  tiie  remembrance  of  my  first ;  so  that 
I  could  only  reqmte  his  tenderness  with  pure  sentiments  of  gratitude. 

I  was  in  this  disposition,  when»  one  day,  taking  the  an*  at  the  window 
of  my  apartment,  I  perceived  m  the  garden  a  kind  of  peasant,  who 
eansesdy  looked  at  me :  thinking  he  was  the  gardener's  servant,  I  took  no 
Mtice  of  him ;  bat  neift  day  being  ag^n  at  tht  window,  I  saw  him  in  the 
same  place,  and  he  seemed  to  view  me  with  uncommon  attention.  Struck 
with  this  circamstance,  I  looked  at  him  in  my  turn,  and  after  having  some 
lime  oonsidered  him,  thought  I  recoBeeted  the  features  of  the  unfortunate 
Don  Alvaro !  This  apparition  raised  an  inconceivable  tumult  within  me  ! 
I  shrieked  idoad ;  but  luckily,  there  was  nobody  present  except  Inez,  who, 
of  all  my  servants,  enjoyed  the  greatest  share  of  my  confidence.  When 
I  imparted  to  her  the  suspicion  that  alarmed  me,  she  laughed  at  my 
apprehension,  befieving  that  my  eyes  were  imposed  upon  by  some  slight 
resemblance.  "  RecoHect  yourself,  modiAm,"  said  she,  "  and  don't 
imagine  you  have  seen  3n:)ttr  former  husband :  what  l&dihood  is  there  that 
he  should  be  here  in  the  dress  of  a  peasant  ?  or,  indeed,  what  probability 
is  there  of  hn  being  afive  f  I  will  go  down  to  the  garden,**  added  she, 
"  and  talk  to  this  countryman,  and  when  I  have  learned  who  he  is,  come 
back  and  let  yoa  know.**  Inez  accordingfy  went  into  the  garden,  and 
soon  after  returned  to  my  apartment  in  great  emotion,  saying :  "  Madam, 
your  susprdon  is  but  too  just !  it  is  Don  Alvaro  Mmself  whom  you  havi^ 
seen !    He  has  discovered  himself,  and  demscnds  a  secret  interview. ' 

As  I  had,  at  that  very  thne,  an  opportunity  of  receiving  D^n  Ahrarct, 
the  Marquis  bemg  at  Burgos,  I  ordered  my  maid  to  bring'  hfih  Into  my 
closet  by  a  private  staircase.  You  may  well  think  I  was  in  a  terrible 
agitation,  and  ahbgetfaef  unable  to  support  the  presence  of  a  man  Vho 
had  a  right  to  load  me  with  reproaches.  As  soon  as  he  appettred,  1 
hxcxed  away,  fttet  and  he  flew  to  my  assistance,  and  when  they  had 
brought  me  out  of  my  swoon,  Dbn  Alvaro  said :  **  Madttm,  for  ff eaven'^ 
sake  compose  yourself;  let  not  my  presence  be  a  punishment  to^  you;  I 
have  no  intention  to  give  you  tlie  least  pain ;  I  come  not  as  a  ftttioos  hus* 
Hmd  t6  caB  you  to  an  account  of  your  plighted  troth,  and  upbtafd  yon 
with  the  second  engagement  yoa  taive  contracted:  Tknow  very  well  that 
it  was  the  work  of  your  rdations :  I  am  acquainted  with  aD  the 
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tioQB  you  have  suffered  <m  tliat  score ;  besides,  the  report  of  my  death  was 
spread  all  over  Valladolid;  and  you  had  the  more  reason  to  beheve  it 
true,  as  no  letter  from  me  assured  you  of  the  contrary :  in  short,  I  know 
in  what  manner  you  have  lived  since  our  cruel  separation;  and  that 
necessity,  rather  than  love,  has  thrown  you  into  the  arms  of  ''--**  Ah 
sir  1 "  cried  I,  interrupting  him,  "  why  will  you  excuse  your  unhappy  wife ! 
she  ia  criminal  since  you  live  I  Why  am  I  not  still  in  that  miserable 
ntnation  in  which  I  lived,  before  I  gave  my  hand  to  Don  Ambrosio ! 
Fatal  nuptials !  I  should  then,  at  least,  have  had  the  consolation  in  my 
misery,  to  see  you  again  without  a  blush." 

**  My  dear  Menda !  "  replied  Don  Alvaro,  with  a  look  that  testified  how 
much  he  was  afiected  by  my  tears,  "  I  do  not  complain ;  and  far  from 
reproaching  you  with  the  splendid  condition  in  which  I  find  you,  by  aU 
my  hopes  I  thank  Heaven  for  it ;  since  the  melancholy  day  of  my  depar« 
tore  frt>m  Valladolid  &te  has  been  always  adverse,  and  my  life  but  a  chain 
of  misfortunes :  and,  to  crown  my  misery,  it  never  vras  in  my  power  to 
let  you  hear  from  me !  Too  confident  of  your  love,  I  incessantly  repre- 
sented to  myself  the  condition  to  which  my  fatal  tenderness  had  reduced 
you.  My  imagination  painted  Donna  Mencia  in  her  tears ;  yon  were  the 
greatest  of  all  my  misfortunes ;  and  sometimes,  I  must  confess,  I  have 
looked  upon  myself  as  a  criminal,  in  having  had  the  good  fortune  to  please 
you :  I  have  wished  that  your  afiections  had  inclined  towards  some  one 
of  my  rivals,  since  the  preference  you  gave  to  me  had  cost  you  so  dear. 
Nevertheless,  after  seven  years  of  suffering,  more  in  love  than  ever,  I  was 
reserved  to  see  you.  I  could  not  resist  this  desire,  which,  at  the  end  of  a 
long  slavery,  having  an  opportunity  to  satisfy,  I  went  in  this  disguise  to 
Valladolid,  at  the  hazard  of  my  life :  there,  being  informed  of  ever3rthing» 
I  came  hither,  and  found  means  to  introduce  myself  into  the  family  of  the 
gardener,  who  has  hired  me  to  work  under  him.  You  see  in  what  manner 
I  have  conducted  myself  to  obtain  this  private  interview;  but  do  not 
imagine  that  my  design  is  to  disturb  the  felicity  you  enjoy,  by  remaining 
in  this  place.  No!  I  love  you  more  than  myself;  I  have  the  utmost 
r^;ard  for  your  rqKMe ;  and  now  that  I  have  had  the  melancholy  satis- 
faction of  conversing  with  you,  will  go  and  finish  at  a  distance  that 
nuserable  life  which  I  bacrifice  to  your  quiet.'* 

"No,  Don  Alvaro !  no  ! "  cried  I,  at  these  words,  ''  I  will  not  sufiler 
you  to  leave  me  a  second  time  I  I  will  go  along  with  yon,  and  death  alone 
shall  divide  us!'' — "Take  my  advice,"  said  he,  "and  live  with  Don 
Ambrosio ;  do  not  associate  yourself  with  my  misfortones,  but  leave  me 
alone  to  support  the  weight  of  them."  He  said  other  things  to  the  same 
purpose,  but  the  more  he  seemed  willing  to  sacrifice  himself  to  my 
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nei8,  I  Mt  myfetll  tba  lc8»  ditpoeed  to  oonieot  to  it )  and  when  he  aaw  me 
fbnoHj  raolred  %o  Ibttow  hia,  ho  chaaged  hia  tooa  all  of  a  aiidden»  and 
aaaaming  a  more  aerene  air,  aaid :  '*  Madam,  ainoa  yoa  hava  adll  ao  much 
lova  for  Don  Alraro  aa  to  ptafer  hia  miaary  to  tha  proaperity  you  now 
enjoy,  let  ua  go  and  lire  aft  Batanooa,  at  tha  iiirther  end  of  tiie  kingdom 
of  Gallida,  where  I  have  a  aecsret  retreat.  Although  my  aaiafbrtanat  have 
rained  my  aatate,  they  have  not  deprived  me  of  frienda ;  I  have  atill  some 
fiiithfiil  onea  remaining,  who  have  pat  me  in  a  condition  to  earry  yoa  off: 
hy  their  ataiitance  I  have  provided  a  coaeh  at  Zamora,  hoaght  mulea  and 
horses,  and  am  accompanied  by  three  resohite  OalKdana,  armed  widi 
earbinea  and  ptstola,  who  now  wait  lor  my  ordera  at  the  village  of  Rodillaa. 
Let  ua  therefore, "  added  ha,  *'  tako  advantage  of  Don  Amhroaio'a 
ahaence:  I  trill  order  the  coaeh  to  come  to  the  castle-gate,  and  we  will 
aet  oat  instantly.''  I  oonsented:  Don  Alvaro  flew  to  Rodillaa,  and 
tetamed  in  a  ahort  time,  with  three  attcndanta,  to  earry  me  off  from  the 
midst  of  my  w<mien,  who  not  knowing  what  to  tiiink  of  this  event,  ran 
all  away  in  the  utmoet  consternation:  Inez  alone  was  privy  to  it,  but 
rafbsed  to  attach  her  fbrtane  to  asine,  heoanse  she  waa  in  love  with  the  valet 
de  diambra  of  Don  Ambroaio. 

I  get  into  the  coach  with  Don  Aharo,  eanying  nothing  with  me  hot 
my  own  dothea,  and  some  jewda  I  had  before  my  aecond  marriage :  for 
I  would  take  nothing  that  the  Mai^uia  had  given  me  on  that  occasion. 
We  took  the  read  to  Gaiima,  withoat  knowing  if  we  shonld  be  so  happy 
aa  to  reach  it,  having  reason  to  fear  that  Don  Ambroaio,  at  his  return, 
would  pursne  ua  with  a  great  number  of  people  and  overtake  us.  Never* 
theless,  we  continued  our  journey  two  days,  without  aettng  one  horseman 
behind  uai  and  in  hopea  that  the  third  would  paaa  in  the  aame  manner, 
wore  conveiismg  with  each  athi^r  in  great  tranquillity :  Don  Alvmo  had 
just  recounted  the  melancholy  adventure  wUeh  had  gitren  rise  to  the  report 
of  his  death;  and  how,  after  having  been nalave  five  yean  he  had  xeoorered 
bis  Hbeity,  when  yeaterday,  on  the  road  to  Leoi^  we  met  those  thievea. 
with  whote  yon  wts  in  company  :  he  is  Uie  person  whom  they  aMirdared> 
with  all  his  attendants,  and  for  whoa  these  my  tears  are  sXmd. 
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>  T  th«  condoBioD  of  her  namtiTe,  Dodim 
Uencu  nhed  «  torrent  of  teara,  while  I, 
letting  her  give  free  vent  to  her  eighs,  wept 
'  also  I  to  natnrel  u  it  to  intereet  oaea'e  adt 
I  for  the  uufbrtnnate,  eepedally  fur  a  fine  lad^ 
diftras.  I  waa  (oing  to  aak  what  abe 
intended  to  do  in  the  preaent  ooojonctunk 
and  perfaapa  die  waa  going  to  conaolt  me 
on  tbc  aame  mAjM,  when  Mir  convenatioB 
waa  mtemipted  by  a  great  ooiK  in  the  iai^ 
whidi,  in  apite  nf  na,  attracted  onr  attention,  Tltia  neiae  wai  oocasiooed 
hj  the  airtval  of  the  comgidor,  followed  by  two  algtMJlii  *,  and  a  guard, 
who,  withont  cerearmiy,  entered  the  room  where  we  were.  A  gentleman 
who  accompanied  thnn  approached  me  first,  and  axarruwrig  my  dreaa,  had 
no  occaskm  to  hesitate  long,  but  cried :  "  By  St.  Jago  1  this  ia  my  indivi- 
dnal  dooUet,  aa  easy  to  be  known  again  aa  my  horse  i  yon  may  apprehend 
this  gallant  on  my  teitimony,  he  is  one  of  the  tlueves  who  have  on  anknown 
retreat  somewhere  in  Ais  coantry." 

At  this  diacoorse,  by  whic%  {  vnderetnod  he  waa  tbe  gentlemen  who 
bad  been  rolAed,  and  whose  apoDs  I  «na  mfaickily  ia  poseesaion  of,  I  wu 
aarpriaed,  confbonded,  and  diamayed  I  tbe  concgidor.  whoae  office  cUiged 
him  to  put  a  bad  conetraction  on  my  disorder,  mtfaer  than  interpret  it 
favoarably,  concluded  that  I  wsB  not  aocuaed  without  reastHi,  and  pre- 
Burning  that  the  lady  might  be  an  acoomplioe,  ordered  u  to  be  impriaoued 
seperatdy.  This  judge,  tia  from  being  one  of  thoec  who  aaaume  a  atem 
connteDance,  was  all  Boftoeaa  and  milea;  but  God  knows  if  he  was  a  bit 
the  better  for  that ;  for  I  was  no  sooner  CMnmitted  than  be  oame  into  tbe 
gaol  widt  hia  two  terriers,  I  mean  the  algnacila ;  who,  aot  forgetting  their 
tandaUe  custom,  began  to  rummage  me  <n  a  motnent.     What  a  gkinoas 

*  AlgnaiOs  are  atteudaiiti  of  joitice,  whose  ofEcc  resemblci  thkt  of  our  biiliffi. 
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windfall  wu  tliu  for  tboM  honest  gentlemen  !  I  do  ncA  bdieve  that  ever 
they  got  sach  ft  booty  before ;  at  every  huidfol  of  piitole*  tfaey  polled  out 
I  Mw  thnr  ejea  spcrkle  with  joj  ;  the  corre^dor,  in  perticolRT,  vu  tnms- 
pOTt«d  !  "  Child."  said  b«,  with  a  voice  fall  of  aieekness,  "  we  most  do 


our  duty,  hat  be  not  afraid :  if  thou  art  innocent  thou  ilialt  nitam  ntf 
liariD."  In  the  mean  time,  with  all  their  gentleness,  they  emptied  my 
pockets,  and  even  robbed  me  of  that  which  the  thieves  had  respected,  I 
mesD  my  uncle's  forty  flucata  :  their  greedy  aod  inde&tigable  hands 
■earched  me  from  head  to  foot ;  they  turned  me  kbout  on  all  sides,  and 
even  stripped  me  to  see  if  I  had  any  money  between  my  shirt  and  my 
skin.  When  they  had  dexterously  acquitted  themselves  in  this  manner, 
I  was  interrogated  by  the  corregidor,  to  whom  J  ingeniously  recoanted 
everything  that  had  happened  to  me.  He  ordered  my  deposition  to  be 
taken  in  writing,  and  then  went  away  with  his  attendants  and  my  coin, 
leaving  me  enUrely  naked  among  straw, 

"  0  life !  "  cried  I,  when  I  found  myself  alone  in  this  condition,  "  how 
full  of  capricious  accidents  and  disappointments  art  thou!  Since  I  left 
Oriedo,  I  have  met  mtb  nothing  but  misfortunes  !  Scarce  had  I  got  out 
of  one  danger,  when  I  fell  into  another  !  and  when  I  came  into  this  town, 
I  was  far  from  thinking  that  I  should  so  soon  become  acqoainted  with  the 
corregidor."  While  I  made  these  vain  reflections,  I  pnt  on  again  the 
cursed  dooUet,  and  the  rest  of  the  dress  which  my  evil  genius  had  lent 
me;  then  exhorting  myself  to  take  coorage,  "Come,  Gil  Bias,"  said  I 
to  myself,  "  shew  thy  fortitude  :  it  shall  ill  become  thee  to  despair  in  an 
ordinary  prison,  after  having  pnt  thy  patience  to  such  a  severe  trial  in  the 
aahterranean  abyss  !  But,  alas  I  "  added  1,  in  a  sorrowful  tone,  '  I  abuse 
tnyself ;  how  shall  I  escape  from  hence  when  I  am  ntteily  deprived  of 
the  means  !  "  In  effect,  I  had  too  good  reason  to  say  so ;  for  a  prisoner 
without  money  is  like  a  bird  whose  vrings  are  clipped. 
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Instead  of  tibe  partridge  and  rabbit  I  had  bespoke^  they  brought  to  me 
a  little  brown  bread  and  a  pitcher  of  water,  and  left  me  to  fret  at  leism^ 
in  a  dungeon,  where  I  remained  fifteen  whole  days  without  seeing  a 
hmnan  creature,  except  the  turnkey,  who  came  every  morning  to  renew 
my  provision.  As  often  as  I  saw  him  I  endeavoured  to  speak  and  enter 
into  conversation  with  him,  in  order  to  divert  me  a  little :  but  this  vene- 
rable person  made  no  answer  to  what  I  said ;  I  could  not  extract  one 
word  from  him,  nay,  for  the  most  part,  he  came  in  and  went  out,  without 
so  much  as  ddgning  a  look.  On  the  sixteenth  day,  the  corregidor  coming 
in.  said  :  "  Tliou  mayst  now  give  a  loose  to  joy.  I  bring  thee  agreeable 
tidings.  I  have  ordered  the  lady  who  was  along  with  thee  to  be  conducted 
to  Burgos.  I  examined  her  before  her  departure,  and  her  answers  have 
exculpated  thee.  Thou  shalt  be  enlarged  this  very  day  provided  that 
the  muleteer,  with  whom,  as  thou  sayest,  thou  camest  from  Pennaflor  to 
Cacabdoe,  confirms  thy  deposition.  He  is  now  at  Astorga,  and  I  have 
sent  for  him ;  and  if  he  agrees  with  thee  in  the  adventure  of  the  rack,  I 
witt  instantly  set  thee  free." 

These  words  gave  me  infinite  joy  I  I  looked  upon  myself  as  ah'eady 
acquitted ;  I  thanked  the  judge  for  his  just  and  expeditious  decision,  and 
had  not  quite  finished  my  compliment,  when  the  carrier^  conducted  by 
two  soldiers,  arrived.  I  remembered  his  face  immediately  ;  but  he,  having 
without  doubt  sold  my  portmanteau,  and  all  that  was  in  it,  was  afraid  of 
being  obliged  to  restore  the  money  he  had  received  for  it,  if  he  diould  own 
that  he  knew  me,  and  therefore  affirmed,  with  astonishing  assurance, 
that  far  from  knowing  me,  he  had  never  seen  me  before !  "  Ah  traitor," 
cried  I,  "  rather  confess  that  thou  hast  sold  my  goods ;  and  bear  witness 
to  the  truth :  look  at  me  again.  I  am  one  of  the  young  people  whom 
yon  threatened  with  the  torture  at  the  borough  of  Cacabelos,  and  fright- 
ened very  much."  The  carrier  answered  coldly,  that  I  talked  of  an  afiair 
of  which  he  was  utterly  ignorant ;  and  as  he  maintained  to  the  last  that  I 
was  unknown  to  him,  my  enlargement  was  deferred  till  another  time :  so 
that  I  was  obliged  to  arm  myself  with  patience  anew,  and  resolved  to 
regale  myself  still  with  my  bread  and  water  and  the  sight  of  a  silent 
turnkey.  The  thoughts  of  being  unable  to  free  myself  from  the  daws  of 
justice,  although  I  was  not  guilty  of  the  least  crime,  threw  me  into  despair ; 
I  wished  myself  again  in  the  cavern,  "  Where  in  the  main,"  said  I  to 
myself,  "  I  was  less  disagreeably  situated  than  in  this  dungeon  :  there  I  ate 
and  drank  in  plenty,  conversed  with  the  robbers,  and  lived  in  the  sweet 
hope  of  making  my  escape ;  instead  of  which,  notwithstanding  my  inno- 
cence, I  shall  perhaps  think  myself  happily  quit,  to  get  out  of  this  place. 
.in  order  to  be  sent  to  the  galleys." 
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,  I  had  not  before  e 


r^^  itiui^^^^^  lelf  with  tb«*e  reflectioiu.  my  adTentmiei. 
'  \  Mch  u  they  appeared  in  my  depoaitioii, 
'  spread  all  over  the  town ;  upon  irinch  many 
peopls  being  cnriona  to  kc  me,  came  and 
presented  thenuelTes  at  a  BmaH  chink  throogh 
I  which  the  ligiit  wai  conveyed  into  my  pri- 
aoa,  and  after  baTing  obaeired  me  ftx"  aonie 
time,  went  away.  1  waa  torpriaed  at  thia 
novelty ;  for  aioce  the  time  of  my  imprison- 
a  living  aoiil  at  that  window,  which  serred  to 
eDlightrn  a  court  where  horror  reigned  in  ailenoe.  Oueaiing  from  tbta 
that  I  made  eome  noiK  in  town,  I  did  not  know  whether  to  interpret  it  aa 
a  good  or  bad  omen. 

One  <rf  the  fim  that  offered  Tfaemwlvcs  tn  my  view,  waa  the  little  ballad* 
singer  of  Mondonedo,  who,  having  been  equally  afraid  of  die  torture,  had 
fled  as  well  as  I.  I  knew  hnn  again  inuncdiatdy,  and  aa  be  did  not  pro- 
ti.Dd  to  have  forgot  me,  we  saluted  c»e  another,  and  blKng  into  a  long 
conversation,  I  was  obliged  to  repeat  my  adventures  anew.  Fat  his  part 
he  informed  me  of  what  had  happened  at  the  inn  at  Caeabeloa,  between 
the  carrier  and  the  new-mBrried  wife,  afber  we  had  been  driven  away  by 
a  panic :  in  a  word,  he  acqaainted  ate  with  tite  whole  of  what  I  have 
already  rehearsed  od  that  subject.  Afterwards,  taking  leave  of  me  for  the 
present,  he  promised,  without  loss  of  time,  to  labour  for  my  deliverance  ; 
and  everybody  who  came,  aa  he  did,  thnngh  curiosity,  seemed  affsrted 
with  my  misfortune,  and  even  assured  me  that  they  would  join  die  litde 
ballad-singer,  and  do  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  procure  my  enlargement. 
They  kept  their  promise  eKctvaUy,  and  spoke  in  my  behalf  to  tfait 


emregidor,  who,  no  longer  doubting  my  innucence,  tapedally  when  ths 
Ukd-nnger  had  told  him  what  he  knew  of  the  matMr,  at  the  end  of 
three  weekk  came  into  the  prison,  and  taid :  "  Gil  Bias,  I  don't  chooee  to 
ftotiaot  things :  go,  thou  art  free,  and  majat  quit  the  prinoii  when  thoa 
wilt.  Bat  tell  me,"  pannod  he.  "if  thoa  ahonldat  be  hrooght  to  the 
wood  in  irtuch  the  mbtoraueBn  retreat  it,  cooldst  thoa  not  find  it  out  ?  * 

" No,  Sir,"  refdied  I ;  "for  u  I  went  in  at  night,  and  came  out  before 

day,  it  would  be  imponiUe  for  me  to  fix  upon  the  spot."  Upon  this  the 
judge  withdrew,  t^ng  me,  that  he  was  going  to  order  the  turnkey  to  set 
the  pnaoD  doors  open  for  me.     In  effect,  the  gaoler  came  into  my  dungeon 


a  menest  after.  itHb  one  of  his  men  carrying  a  bundle  of  clothe* ;  aad 
rtnpping  m^  with  a  gnve  and  silent  air,  of  my  doublet  and  breeohes, 
whidi  were  made  of  fine  cloth,  and  almost  new,  they  pot  me  on  a  ihabby 
feotman'fl  frook,  and  podisd  roe  out  by  the  shoulders. 

Hk  joy  that  prisoners  oommoiily  feel  in  recovering  their  liberty  was 
moderated  by  the  copfawrai  in  seeing  myself  so  pooiiy  equipped ;  and  I 
«w  tenptsd  to  leape  the  town  instantly,  that  I  mi^  withdraw  myself 
from  the  <7es  of  the  people,  whose  looks  I  could  scarce  endure :  bat  my 
gratitade  got  the  better  of  my  shame :  I  went  to  thank  the  bttllad-singer 
to  vfaoB  I  was  BO  modt  obliged  i  and  be  coi^  not  help  laughing  when  he 
MW  ne.  "  What  a  strange  figure  yon  ai«  I  "  sud  he :  "  jastice  I  tee 
has  beta  done  yuH  in  all  her  forms." — "  I  do  not  complain  of  juetice." 
I  replied,  "  she  ia  most  equitable  :  I  wish  only  that  all  her  sficers  were 
honest  mMi,  They  oagbl  at  Isaat  to  have  ^sred  my  olotbea,  which  I 
tUidi  I  paid  far  fnttj  haadsomeiy."-—"  I  thiidc  to  too,"  tmA  bt,  "  but 
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they  will  tett  yoa,  these  were  fonnalitiee  which  nnuH  be  observed.  Whet 
do  yoa  thmk,  for  example,  that  your  horse  has  been  restored  to  tin  rig^t 
owner  ?  Not  at  all ;  I  assure  yon  he  is  now  actually  in  the  stable  of  the 
town-derk,  where  he  has  been  deposited  as  a  proof  of  the  robbery ;  and 
I  don't  believe  the  poor  gentleman  will  ever  retrieve  so  much  as  the 
cmpper.  Bat  let  as  shift  our  discourse,"  continued  he :  "  what  is  your 
design ;  what  scheme  do  yoa  intend  to  prosecute  at  present  ?  " — "  I  want 
to  go  to  Burgos,"  said  I,  "in  order  to  find  out  the  lady  I  delivered,  who 
will  give  me  a  few  pistoles,  with  which  I  will  pmichase  a  new  cassock,  and 
repair  to  Salamanca,  where  I  will  endeavour  to  make  my  Latin  turn  to 
some  advantage.  AU  I  am  concerned  at  is,  that  I  am  at  some  distance 
from  Burgos,  and  shall  want  sabsistence  on  the  road." — "  I  understand 
you,"  he  replied,  "  here  is  my  parse ;  'tis,  indeed,  a  little  low ;  but  a 
ballad-singer,  you  know,  is  not  a  bishop."  At  the  same  time  he  slipped 
it  into  my  hand  so  dieerfally,  that  I  could  not  lor  my  soul  refuse  the  offer, 
such  as  it  was.  I  thanked  him  as  much  as  if  he  had  given  me  all  the 
g^Id  in  Peru,  and  made  a  thousand  professions  of  service,  which  I  never 
had  an  opportunity  to  perform.  Then  bidding  him  farewell,  I  left  the 
town,  ¥rithout  having  visited  those  other  persons  who  had  contributed  to 
my  enlargement;  contenting  myself  with  bestowing  upon  them  in  my 
own  thoughts  a  thousand  benedictions. 

The  little  ballad-sing^  was  in  the  right  to  speak  modestly  of  his  purse, 
in  which  I  found  very  little  money ;  but  happily  for  me  I  had  been  used 
two  months  to  a  very  frugal  diet ;  and  I  had  still  some  rials  left  when  I 
arrived  at  the  borough  of  Ponte  de  Mala,  which  is  but  a  little  way  from 
Burgos.  Here  I  halted  to  inquire  about  Doima  Mencia,  and  going  into 
an  inn,  the  mistress  of  which  was  a  little,  lean,  fierce,  insolent  creatnre, 
I  perceived  at  once  by  the  disdainful  look  she  darted  at  me  that  my  frock 
was  not  at  all  to  her  liking ;  a  disgust  which  I  forgave  with  all  my  heart. 
I  sat  down  at  table,  where  I  ate  some  bread  and  cheese,  and  swallowed  a 
ft  w  draughts  of  execrable  wine,  which  they  brought  for  me ;  and  daring 
this  repast,  which  was  very  well  suited  to  my  dress,  I  wanted  to  enter  into 
conversation  with  my  landlady.  I  begged  her  to  tell  me  if  she  new  the 
Marquis  of  Guardia  t  if  his  castle  was  far  from  the  borough ;  and*  in 
particular,  if  she  had  heard  what  was  become  of  the  marchioness,  his 
lady  ?  "  You  ask  a  great  many  questions,"  replied  she  with  a  soomfiil 
look.  She  told  me,  however,  though  with  a  very  bad  grace,  that  the 
castle  of  Don  Ambrosio  was  but  a  short  league  from  Ponte  de  Mula. 

When  I  had  done  eating  and  drinking  (it  bemg  by  this  time  pretty 
late),  I  expressed  a  desbre  of  going  to  rest,  and  bade  them  shew  me  into 
a  bed-chamber.    **  A  bed-chamber  for  yoa ! "  said  the  landlady,  darting 


at  me  ft  look  Adl  of  hm^tuMes  and  contempt,  "  I  hxn  no  bed-cbuQben 
tor  people  who  sup  on  a  morse]  of  cheese.     AH  tuj  beds  ore  betpoke  i  I 


expect  gentlemen  of  importance  to  lodge  here  tb-nigbt:  bo  that  all  I  oan 
do  for  yon  is  to  quarter  yon  in  the  bam ;  and'it  won't,  I  support,  be  the 
first  time  yon  ha^  slept  upon  straw."  SUe  did  not  know  bow  true  she' 
^nke ;  bnt  I  made  no  reply,  and  very  wisely  coodeecended  to  nieak  into 
the  itnw,  where  in  a  very  short  time  I  slept  hlie  one  who  had  sufibrcd 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


AT  BDKOOI  BT  BONN  A  MKNCIA. 


Din  not  lie  S-bed  like  ■  doggwd  tba  nest 
monuiig,  but  wait  to  reckon  with  my  land- 
ladj,  who  aeemcd  kat  prmd  and  awppUta 
than  ahe  had  hem  the  nig^t  bribre  i  a  dunge 
that  1  aacribad  to  the  preMoce  of  three  honea) 
toldienbeloiigiiigto  the  holy  brotherhood,  wfa» 
oonveraed  with  her  in  a  Tsry  &iailiar  tnamer. 
They  had  lodged  aO  wght  attheiim;  and 
it  waa,  donbtleae,  flor  theae  gentlemen  of  im- 
portance that  all  the  beda  had  been  bespoke. 
Inquiring  in  the  borongb  the  way  to  the  caade  whither  I  wanted  to 
go,  I  addreaaed  myself  hj  accident  to  a  man  of  tix  duiraeter  of  my 
landlord  at  Pennaflor :  not  contented  with  answering  the  question  I 
asked,  he  let  me  know  that  Den  Ambroeto  was  dead  three  weeks  ago, 
and  that  the  marchioneas  his  lady  had  retired  into  a  convent  at  Burgos, 
which  he  named.  I  rqwired  immediately  to  that  dty,  instead  of  follow- 
ing the  road  to  the  caatle,  as  I  formerly  intended ;  and  flying  directly  to 
the  convent  where  she  was,  begged  the  &voiir  of  the  portress,  to  tell  her 
that  a  young  man  just  released  from  the  gaol  of  Astorga,  desired  to  speak 
with  her.  The  nan  went  immediately  to  do  what  I  desired,  and  returned, 
introdnced  me  into  a  porlonr,  where  I  had  not  been  loog  when  I  aaw  the 
widow  of  Don  Ambroaio  appear  at  the  grate  in  deep  mourning. 

"  Yon  are  welcome,"  aaid  the  lady  to  me ;  "  fonr  dajra  ago  I  wrote  to 
a  person  at  Astorga,  desiring  him  to  go  to  yon  from  me,  and  tell  yo«  that 
J  shonld  be  glad  to  aee  yoa  as  soon  as  you  shoold  be  released ;  and  I  ^d 
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not  doobt  of  your  being  enlarged  in  a  very  little  time,  what  I  said  to  tiie 
corrsgidor- lB  yom  behalf  haying  been  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  In 
answer  to  this,  he  wrote,  that  you  had  recovered  your  liberty,  but  nobody 
knew  wiiither  jou  were  gone ;  so  that  I  was  afraid  I  should  never  see 
you  again,  and  consequently  be  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  manifesting 
my  gratitude.  Don't  be  ashamed,"  added  she,  observing  my  confusion 
on  account  of  appearing  before  her  in  such  a  miserable  dress ;  "let  not 
your  present  condition  give  you  the  least  uneasiness.  After  the  impor- 
tant service  you  have  done  me,  I  should  be  the  most  ung^teful  of  all 
women,  if  I  neglected  to  do  something  for  you  :  I  intend  to  extricate  you 
out  of  the  wretched  situatlott  in  which  you  are :  it  is  my  duty,  and  I  am 
able  to  perform  it — ^the  considerable  wealth  I  am  now  mistress  of  empower- 
ing me  to  acquit  myself  towards  you,  without  incommoding  myself. 

**  Yoa  know,"  oQntinued  she,  *'  my  adventures  to  the  day  on  which  we 
were  both  imprisoned;  and  I  will  tell  you  what  has  happened  to  me  since. 
When  the  corregidor  of  Astorga  had  ordered  me  to  be  oonducfted  to  fiurgos, 
after  having  heard  from  my  mouth  a  fsithful  relation  of  my  story,  I 
repaired  to  0oo  AmbroiioV  eastle.  where  my  return  oceasiened  extreme 
sorprise,  though  I  was  told  it  was  too  late;  for  the  Marquis,  thunder- 
aCmck  9t  the  news  of  my  flight,  had  fdlen  ill,  and  the  physicians  despaired 
of  his  Hfe.  This  was  fresh  cause  for  me  to  complain  of  the  rigour  of 
my  £Eites  neverthdess,  having  advertised  him  of  my  arrival,  I  entered  his 
diamber*  and  running  to  his  bed-side,  threw  myself  on  my  knees,  my  face 
bathed  in  tears,  and  my  heart  oppressed  with  the  most  afflicting  grief  I 
What  brings  you  hither,'  said  he,  vfhea  he  perceived  me ;  '  are  you  come 
t»  conten^ilate  your  own  work  ?  Was  it  not  sufficient  for  you  to  deprive 
me  of  Mfe,  but  you  must  also  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  eye-witness  of 
my  dealih?'— *'No,  my  lord,'  I  replied,  'Inez  must  have  told  you  that  I 
fled  wilb  my  husband ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  dismal  accident  which 
has  robbed  me  of  him,  yon  never  should  have  seen  me  again  ?  *  At  the 
im»  time  I  let  him  know  that  Don  Alvaro  had  been  murdered  by  robbers, 
who  afterwards  carried  me  into  their  snbterranean  retreat ;  and,  in  short, 
iaibrmed  hhn  of  all  that  had  happened.  When  I  had  done  speaking,  Don 
Ambrosb  stretched  ont  his  hand  to  me,  saying  with  the  utmost  tenderness, 
'  I  am  eatisflkl— I  6ease  to  complain :  why  should  I  reproach  yoa  ?  having 
found  again  a  husband  whom  yon  deariy  lofved,  yoo  abandoned  me  to 
IbOow  bis  fortune;  ought  I  to  blame  yoa  for  such  a  line  of  conduct  ?  No, 
mndam,  I  diould  hare  been  m  the  wrong  to  murmur  at  it.  therefore  would 
not  eatB»  yon  to  be  pursned :  I  revered  the  sacred  righU  of  your  ravisher, 
and  even  your  inclination  towards  him.    In  fine,  I  do  you  justice ;  and» 


by  your  retoni  yon  tmve  retiiered  all  my  tendenieu.  Yei,  my  dear 
M encia,  your  presence  orerwhelmfl  me  with  joy.  Bat,  alu  I  it  will  not 
I^t  loug.  I  feel  my  liwt  hour  approaching.  Scarce  are  yon  restored  to 
my  anna,  when  I  mo«t  bid  yon  an  eternal  adieu ! '  At  these  affecting 
words,  my  teati  redoubled.  1  felt  and  expreBsed  an  immoderate  a£9ictioa. 
I  question  if  the  death  of  Don  Alvaro,  whom  1  adored,  had  coat  me 
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more  Bighs.  Don  AnbfOtto'a  preoage  of  fan  own  lieirth  was  bat  too 
tnie:  he  expired  next  day;  and  I  remaiaed  mistress  of  a  considerable 
estate  which  he  had  settled  upon  me  at  our  marriage.  I  intend  to  make 
no  bad  nse  of  it.  Though  I  am  still  young,  the  world  shall  not  see  me 
throw  myself  into  the  arms  of  a  third  husband ;  for,  besides  that  I  think 
Bodi  conduct  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  virtue  and  delicacy  of  my  sex, 
1  own  I  have  no  longer  any  relish  for  the  world ;  but  design  to  end  my 
days  in  this  convent,  and  become  a  benefactress  to  it.*' 

Such  was  the  discourse  of  Donna  Mencia,  who,  taking  out  a  purse 
from  under  her  robe,  pat  it  in  my  hand,  saying :  *'  Here  are  a  hundred 
ducats,  whidi  I  give  yop  only  to  buy  clothes :  come  and  see  me  again, 
aiPEer  yon  have  equipped  yourself;    for  I  do  not  intend  to  confine  my 
gratitude  widiin  such  narrow  bounds/'      I  gave  the  huljr  a  thousand 
thanks,  and  swore  I  wouM  not  part  from  Burgos  without  takmg  leave  of 
her ;  after  this  oath,  which  I  had  no  intention  to  break,  I  went  in  quest 
of  an  inn,  and  going  into  the  first  I  perceived,  demanded  a  room,  telling 
the  landlord,  to  prevent  the  bad  opinion  he  might  ccmceive  of  me,  from 
the  shabby  firock,  that  notwithstanding  my  appearance,  1  was  in  a  condi- 
tion to  pay  handsomely  for  my  lodging.     At  these  words,  the  innkeeper, 
whose  name  was  Majudo,  naturally  a  great  wag,  surveying  me  from  top 
to  bottom,  answered  drily,  with  a  sarcastic  sneer,  there  was  no  occasion 
for  such  an  assurance,  to  persuade  him  that  I  should  spend  Hke  a  prince 
in  his  house ;  for  he  discovered  something  noble  in  me,  by  my  dress ;  anci, 
in  short,  did  not  doabt  that  I  was  a  gentleman  of  very  indei)endent 
fortune.     I  could  easily  perceive  that  the  rascal  rallied  me,  and  in  order 
to  put  an  end  to  his  witticism,  shewed  my  purse.     I  even  counted  my 
dacats  on  a  table  before  him,  and  observing  that  my  coin  altered  his 
opinion  very  much  in  my  favoor,  desired  he  would  recommend  me  to  a 
tailor.     "  You  had  better,"  said  he,  "  send  for  a  broker,  who  will  bring 
along  with  him  all  kinds  of  apparel  ready  made,  and  fit  you  in  a  trice." 
I  approved  of  his  advice,  and  resolved  to  follow  it :  but  the  day  being 
near'  a  doae,  deferred  my  purchase  till  next  morning,  and  thought  of 
nothing  bat  making  a  good  supper,  to  indemnify  me  for  the  sorry  meals 
I  had  made  since  my  deliverance  from  the  cavern. 
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CHAPTER   XV. 


OP  TBS  HINNKK  IN  THICK  OIL  BLAI 
PKUKNT  BK  BBGBITKD  VKOM  XBl  I 
HB  DBPABTID  PKOH   BUKIKia. 


I  BCiniFASE  IN   WBICB 


Bvr  bPDOBld  for  my  nipper  a  hogs  fiicaiaes 
of  dieep-irotten,  which  I  picked  to  tfae 
bonea  ;  and  having  dnmk  in  prayottioa. 
betook  myielf  to  reat.  Aa  I  had  the  coo- 
venience  of  a  good  bed,  I  «u  in  hopes  of 
enjoying  a  Bound  sleep  g  bnt  for  all  that 
conld  not  ckMe  my  ejea  ;  my  tfaongfata 
being  engroaaed  in  determining  upon  tiw 
dreea  I  woa  to  chooae.  "  What  moat  I 
do,"  Mid  I  to  myaelf,  "  proaecnte  my  first 
iesign,  buy  a  cassock,  and  go  to  Salamanca  ia  qneat  of  a  tator's  ^ace  ? 
But  why  abonld  I  take  the  habit  of  a  licentiate  ?  am  I  ambitioas  of  eon- 
secrattng  inyaelf  to  the  church,  or  have  dM  least  bias  that  way?  No:  I 
feel  myaetf,  on  the  contrary,  qnit«  otfaenrise  inclined  :  I  vill  torn  gentlemaiw 
and  cndeaTour  to  make  my  fortune  in  the  worid." 

Having  resolved  upon  this,  I  longed  fw  day  with  the  ntmoet  impatience, 
and  no  sooner  perceived  the  glimpse  of  light,  than  I  got  np  and  made  so 
mnch  noise  in  the  inn,  tbat  1  wakened  bU  thoaa  wbo  were  asleep.  I  called 
the  waiters  wbo  were  still  a-bed,  and  wbo  loaded  me  widi  curaea  by  way 
of  answer,  lliey  were  obliged  to  rise,  however,  and  I  gave  diem  na 
qoarter,  until  one  of  them  bed  gone  fiy  a  bn^er,  who  soon  appeared^ 
followed  by  two  apprentices,  carrying  each  a  great  green  bi^  on  bis 
shoulders.  Be  saluted  me  with  great  civility,  saying :  "  Signor  Cavalier, 
yoa  are  very  happy  in  having  applied  to  me,  rather  than  to  any  other 
body.  T  don't  choose  to  disparage  my  bretiiren.  God  forbid  that  I 
should  prtjndice  tiidr  reputation  in  the  kast  I  but  between  you  and  me, 
there  is  no  conscience  among  than  ;  they  are  all  aa  miboanded  aa  Jews. 
I  am  the  only  honest  broker  in  the  town.  I  confine  myself  to  a  moderate 
profit,  being  satisfied  with  a  pound  in  the  shiUing — I  mean,  a  sbiBing  m 
the  pound.    Tbank  Hraven !  I  deal  apon  the  aqnarc  with  all  mankiad.'' 
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The  bmkou  «fter  tbis  preamble^  which  I  took  for  gpspcl  ordered  big  men 
to  imtie  the  bundle,  and  showed  me  suits  of  all  colours.     Some  wbioh  were 
of  plain  doth  I  rgecCed  with  disdain,  as  bemg  too  mean ;  but  they  made 
me  try  one  which  seemed  to  have  been  made  exactly  for  my  sbape^ 
and   which  struck  my  ^Euicy,   although  somewhat  worn.      It  consisted 
of  a  doublet  with  slashed  sleeves,  a  pair  of  breeches,  and  a  cloak,  the 
whole  of  blue  velvet  embroidered  with  gold.     Fixing  on  this,  I  cheapened 
it,  aad  the  broker*  pero^ving  I  was  bent  upon  it,  observed  that  I  had 
an  cxocBent  taste.     "  Odds  bodikins ! "   cried  he,   "  one  may  see  you 
know  what  you  are  about.    I  can  tell  you,  that  suit  was  made  for  one  of 
the  greatest  lorda  in  the  kingdom,  who  never  had  it  three  times  on  hit 
bmck.      Examine  the  velvet,    nothing   can   be   finer ;   and   as  for  the 
eadbroidery,   yon  moat  confese   the  work  is  exquisite." — "  What  will 
yoQ  adl  it  for  ?  '*  said  L  •  He  answered  :  "  Sixty  ducats ;  I.  am  a  rogue  ii 
I  have  not  refnaed  the  money."    The  alternative  was  plain.    I  offered 
five-«Bd-lbity»  which  might  be  about  double  the  value.     "  Mr.  What- 
d'ye*call'um,"   wephed  the  broker  with  an  air  of  indifference,  "  I  never 
exact  too  muc&.     I  am  always  at  a  word.     Here*"  continued  he,  shewing 
me  aoaae  of  those  I  had  refused,  "  buy  this.     I'll  sell  it  at  a  pennyworth." 
This  was  only  to  excite  my  desire  of  purchasing  that  which  I  had  cheap* 
ened ;  and  aoeardingly*  imagining  that  he  would  not  abate  one  farthing 
of  faia  price,  I  counted  into  his  hand  the  aixty  ducats.  .  When  he  saw  me 
pait  widi  them  so  easily*  I  believe,  in  spite  of  hie  boasted  honesty,  he 
wished  that  he  had  asked  a  great  deal  more :  pretty  well  satisfied,  how- 
ever* with  having  gamed  nineteen  shillings  in  the  pound,  he  went  away 
with  hts  apprentices,  whom  I  had  not  forgotten. 

Harting  now  a  very  handsome  doak*  doublet,  and  breedies,  I  spent  the 
rest  of  the  morning  in  providing  other  necessaries.  I  bought  a  hat,  silk 
atoddngs,  shoes*  linen*  and  a  sword ;  after  which,  having  dressed,  what 
infinite  plearare  had  I  in  beholding  m3rBdf  so  well  equipped !  My  eye^, 
to  use  die  expression*  could  not  suffidently  glut  themselves  with  my 
attire!  Never  peacock  contemplated  his  own  feathers  with  more  satis- 
faction. That  very  day  I  made  my  second  visit  to  Donna  Mencia,  who 
stiB  recdved  me  very  kindly*  and  thanked  me  again  for  the  service  I  had 
done  her.  On  that  score,  many  compliments  passed  on  both  sides :  after 
which,  wishing  me  all  happiness,  she  bade  me  farewell,  and  retired  with- 
out grring  me  any  thing  but  a  ring  worth  thirty  pistoles,  which  she 
desired  me  to  keep  in  remembrance  of  her. 

I  looked  very  blank  with  my  ring,  having  laid  my  account  with 
.recdving  a  mudi  more  conddenble  present,  and  trudged  back  to  my 
kxlgings  in  a  brown  ttady,  little  satisfied  with  the  kd/s  generodty. 


n  lOOK   I. — CBjfp.   XV, 

Bat  JDst  as  T  entered  the  inn,  a  man,  who  had  fblhwed  me  tSl  the  war, 
came  in  likewiie,  and  laying  aside  the  doak  in  which  he  was  muffied  up, 
discovered  a  great  ba^  under  bis  arm.  At  the  apparition  of  thia  ba^, 
which  had  all  the  ur  of  being  full  of  mone7,  I,  as  well  as  some  oth^ 
people  who  were  pfeaent,  staiwi  with  then-  eye*  wide  open ;  and  I  djonght 
I  heard  the  roite  of  an  angel,  when  the  mim,  layiiig  the  b^  opon  the 
table,  pronounced :  "  Signor  Gil  Bias,  here  ta  sotbething  thirt  iby  lady 
marcbioneBS  has  sent  you."  I  made  many  profound  bowa  to  dib  bearer, 
whom  I  overwhelmed  with  ciiihty :  and  he  waa  no  sooner  gonti  ftan  I 
darted  upon  the  bag,  Kke  a  hawk  apon  hta  prey,  and  earring  it  to  my 
chamber,  antied  it  without  loss  of  time,  and  found  in  it  a  thonsand  dncata. 
I  bad  JDst  made  an  end  of  counting  them,  when  my  landlord,  who  had 
heard  what  the  porter  said,  came  in  to  aee  tfae  contents  of  the  bag.  Than- 
deratrack  at  the  sight  of  my  coin  spread  npon  tfae  taUe,  "  Zonndi,"  cried 
he,  "  what  a  vaat  snm  of  money  is  here  1  Yon  must  be  a  denl  amoi^st 
the  wbmen,"  added  he,  with  a  satirical  smile,  "  for  akhongh  you  h^ 
not  be^'  four-and-tWenty  hotua  in  Burgoa,  you  have  a  marchioDes* 
dready  nnder  oontribution." 

Thia  disconrse  did  not  disgust  me ;  I  was  tempted  to  leave  Majuelo  in 
his  mistake,  which  already  gave  me  a  senaitfc  pleasure  i  to  that  I  do  not 
wonder  that  young  fellowa  love  to  be  thought'  men  of  intrigne.  My 
innocence  however  got  the  better  of  my  vanity :  I  undeceived  my  land- 
lord, and  recounted  the  story  of  Donna  Hencia,  to  which  he  listened 
with  great  attentioa.  I  t&en  disdosed  Aie  state  of  my  afiairs,  and  as  he 
seemed  to  interest  himself  in  my  behalf,  beggftd  the  asHstanoe  of  his 
advice.  Having  mused  a  while,  "  Signor  Gil  Bin,"  said  he,  "  I  hsve  a 
regard  for  you ;  and  (dnce  yon  haVe  confidence  enough  in  me  to  miboeom 
yourself  in  this  manner,  I  will,  wi&ont  flkttery,  tdl  yon  what  I  tl£idk  yoa 
are  fittest  for.     As  yon  seem  deigned  by  natmfe  ftif  the  ooort,  I  ^visa 


yoa  to  go  tiiitlier  and  attach  yourself  to  some  grandee  ;   but  be  sure 
«tl^  to  meddlQ  in  his  concons,  or  enter  into  his  {deaanre* ;  ofterwiae 


yng  yiSi  lose  your  time.  I  know  the  great.  They  look  upon  the  ml 
■nd  KttochmeDt  of  tm  honest  man  u  nolbiog  at  all ;  uid  mind  on)}'  such 
as  *n  neccssuy  to  them.  But  yon  have  another  resource,"  continued 
be ;  "  Ton  are  yonog  and  handsome  ;  and  tiiese  qualifications  alone, 
fritfiont  the  least  gUmpse  of  understanding,  are  more  than  sufficient  to 
csptivate  a  rich  widow,  or  some  fine  lady  unhappily  married :  if  love 
ruins  gentlemen  of  fortune,  it  of^en  maintains  those  who  have  none.  It 
is  my  advice,  therefore,  that  ;ou  go  to  Madrid ;  but  you  must  by  no 
means  appear  without  attendants  ;  they  judge  there,  as  in  other  places, 
by  appearance  ;  and  you  will  be  considered  only  in  proportion  to  the  figure 
yon  make.  I  will  recommend  a  servant  to  you,  a  faithful  domestic,  a 
prudent,  sober  fellow — in  one  word,  a  man  of  my  own  making.  Porchase  a 
ample  of  mules,  one  for  yourself,  and  another  for  him,  and  set  out  as 
soon  as  possible." 

This  advice  was  too  much  to  my  own  taste  to  be  neglected  :  I  therefore 
next  morning,  bought  two  handsome  mules,  and  hired  the  servant  he 
had  recommended  :  be  was  a  fellow  thirty  years  old,  of  a  simple,  religions 
aapect,  bom,  as  be  said,  in  the  kingdom  of  Gallida;  his  ntme  was 
Ambrose  de  Lamela:  tar  from  being  selfish,  like  other  servants,  be 
made  no  words  about  his  wages,  but  assured  me  he  would  be  contented 
with  what  in  my  goodness  I  should  think  proper  to  bestow.  Having 
provided  myself  likewise  with  boots,  and  a  portmanteau  to  hold  my  linen 
aad  cash,  I  deared  with  my  landlord,  and  early  next  morning  set  oat 
&oin  Burgoti  on  my  way  to  Madrid, 


g        -K^^Eg 4 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


iHSwa  THAT  WB  c 


r  TOO  iitfcs  TO  ntotrBkirr. 


I  ■  slept  thtkt  nighl  at  DaeittUB,  tnd  uriving  at 
I  VrilaUolid  the  day  foDownig  about  fbnr  o'clock 
I  the  afternoon,  aBghted  at  an  inn,  whkh 
I  teemed  oae  of  the  beet  m  the  town.  I  left 
Rthe  care  of  my  mulea  to  my  lacquey,  and 
I  goin^  up  atahv  into  a  chamber,  whither  I 
i  ordered  a  aerrant  of  the  hcniEe  to  bring  my 
I  portmanteaa,  fdt  myself  a  little  fatigued,  and 
I  without  taking  off  my  boots,  threw  myself  on 
the  bed,  where  I  fell  asleep,  insensibly.  It  being  almost  night  when  I 
waited,  I  called  for  Ambrose,  who  was  gone  out,  but  returned  in  a  little 
time  :  when  I  atked  where  be  had  been,  he  replied,  witb  a  pious  air,  that 
he  waa  just  come  from  church,  where  he  hod  been  to  return  thanlca  to 
Heaven,  for  having  preserved  him  from  all  evil  accidents  on  the  road  from 
Burgos,  even  onto  ValladoUd :  I  approved  of  his  conduct,  and  bade  him 
order  a  fowl  to  the  fire  for  my  supper." 

At  that  very  instant,  my  landlord  entered  witb  a  taper  in  his  hand, 
lighting  in  a  lady  who  aeemed  m<H«  handsome  than  young,  end  very 
richly  dressed  :  dw  was  squired  by  an  cfld  usher,  and  a  dapper  little  page 
carried  her  train.  I  was  not  a  fittle  surprised  when  this  lady,  after  having 
made  a  low  curtsey,  asked  ii  I  was  not  Signer  Gil  BIa«  of  Sandllane,  to 
which  I  had  no  aooner  answered  in  the  affirmative,  than  she  quitted  her 
attendant,  and  embraced  me  in  a  transport  of  joy,  (hat  redoubled  my 
astonishment.  "  Blessed  be  Heaven,"  cried  she,  "  for  this  meeting ! 
You  are  the  person,  Signor  Cavalier,  yon  are  the  very  person  I  was  in 
quest  of !  "     At  this  preamble,  I  thought  of  the  parasite  of  Pennaflort 


■od  began  to  look  upon  the  lady  u  a  donnright  bite ;  when  I  wts  induced 
to  think  more  ftTonrably  of  her  by  what  followed.  "  I  am,"  added  the, 
"  conun-gemiati  to  Dohdb  Mencia  of  Mosqoera,  who  hat  been  so  much 
obliged  to  yoD  ;  and  received  a  letter  from  her  tbia  morning,  importing, 
that  having  heard  you  were  going  to  Madrid,  I  would  oblige  her  very 
lEDcfa,  by  treating  yon  handsomely,  provided  you  should  pass  thia  way ; 
I  have  been  ronning  all  over  the  town  these  two  hours,  inquiring  from  inn 
to  inn,  about  all  the  strangers  that  arrived  ;  and  by  the  description  your 
landlord  gave  me  of  you,  I  imagined  yoa  might  be  the  deliverer  of  my 
Gouin.  Ah!  now  that  I  hxn  found  you,"  continued  she,  "yon  abalt 
•ee  how  aenaible  I  am  of  tbe  services  yon  have  done  my  family,  and  in 
paiticntar,  to  my  dear  cootin !  you  shall  come  to  my  houM  immediately. 
If  yon  please,  where  you  will  be  more  conveniently  lodged  than  here." 
I  would  have  excutcd  mveelf,  by  lepre^enling  to  the  lady,  that  I  should 
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itioomuiode  her  family,  oot  there  waa  no  reeistaig  her  importunities :  there 
was  ft  coach  waiting  for  ua  at  the  door,  in  which  ahe  took  care  to  see  my 
portmanteau  secured,  "  Because,"  said  she,  "  there  are  a  great  many 
rogues  in  Valladolid ; "  an  ohserration  I  found  hnt  too  tnie !  In  ahort^  I 
went  into  the  coach  along  with  her  and  her  squire,  and  sofiered  myself  to 
he  carried  away  from  the  inn,  to  the  mortificatioii  of  the  landlord,  who 
hy  these  means  found  himself  disappointed  of  the  money  which  he  expected 
I  would  spend  at  his  house. 

Our  coach  having  rolled  for  some  time,  stopped  at  a  pretty  large  house, 
where  we  alighted,  and  went  up  stairs  into  a  handsome  apartment,  lighted 
hy  twenty  or  thirty  wax  candles.  We  passed  through  a  good  many 
servants,  of  whom  the  lady  asked  if  Don  Raphael  was  come  yet,  and 
was  answered  in  the  negative ;  upon  which,  addressing  herself  to  me, 
*'  Signer  Gil  Kas,"  said  ahe,  "  I  have  a  hrother  whom  I  expect  this  even* 
ing  from  a  villa  we  have  two  leagues  from  this :  he  will  be  agreeably 
surprised  to  find  in  this  house  a  gentleman  to  whom  our  whole  family  is 
so  much  indebted."  She  had  scarce  spoke  these  words,  when  we  heard  a 
noise  below,  which,  we  were  told,  was  occasioned  by  the  anival  of  Don 
Raphael ;  and  that  cavalier,  'Who  was  a  young  man  of  good  shape  and 
genteel  address,  appeared  soon  after.  "  Brother,"  said  the  lady  to  him» 
'*  I  am  extremely  glad  of  your  return !  yon  will  asnst  me  in  doing  honour 
to  Signer  Gil  Bias  of  Santillane»  to  whom  we  can  never  enough  shew  oui 
gratitude  for  what  he  has  done  in  behalf  of  our  kinswoman  Donna 
Mencia :  there,"  added  she,  giving  him  a  letter,  "  you  may  read  wha*^ 
she  has  wrote  on  the  subject."  Don  Raphael,  caning  the  letter,  pro- 
nounced these  words  aloud : 

My  dear  CamiUa, 

Signer  Gil  Bias  of  Santillane,  who  preserved  my  honour  as  well  as  m} 
hfe,  has  set  out  for  court ;  and  as  he  will,  doubtless,  pass  through  Valla- 
dolid. I  conjure  you  by  the  blood,  and  still  more  by  the  friendship  that 
unites  us,  to  shew  him  all  the  respect  in  your  power,  and  detain  him  some 
time  in  your  family.  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  give  me  that  satis- 
fiBctijn,  and  that  my  deliverer  will  receive  all  manner  of  civility  from  you 

and  my  cousin  Don  Ri^hael— at  Burgos. 

« 

Your  affectionate  kinswoman, 

Donna  Mencia. 

«'  How ! "   cried  Don  Raphad,  ''  is  this  the  gentleman  to  whom  m) 
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coosm  owes  her  honour  and  her  life?  ah!  Heaven  be  praised  for  this 
happy  rencounter ! "  So  saying,  he  approached,  and  daaping  me  in  his 
arms,  "  What  joy  do  I  feel/'  said  he,  "  in  embracing  Signor  Gil  Bias  of 
SantDlane!  My  cousin,  the  marchioness,  had  no  occasion  to  lay  such 
injunctions  npon  ns :  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  let  us  know,  that 
you  were  to  pass  through  Valladolid :  my  sister  and  I  know  very  well  how 
to  belucve  otirselves  towards  a  gentleman^  who  has  performed  such  an 
important  piece  of  service  to  the  person  for  whom,  of  all  our  family,  we 
have  the  most  tender  regard."  I  answered  as  well  as  I  could  to  these 
compliments,  which  were  followed  by  a  great  many  more  of  the  same  nature, 
and  interspersed  with  a  thousand  caresses :  after  which,  perceiving  that 
my  boots  were  still  on,  tiiey  ordered  their  servants  to  pull  them  off;  and 
we  went  into  another  room,  where  the  cloth  being  laid,  the  gentleman, 
lady,  and  I  sat  down  to  supper;  during  which,  they  said  a  thousand 
obliging  things  to  me :  not  a  word  escaped  me  which  they  did  not  repeat 
as  an  admirable  stroke  of  wit ;  and  it  was  surprising  to  see  bow  attentive 
they  were  in  presenting  me  with  all  the  daintiest  moi'sels.  Don  Raphael 
drank  frequently  to  the  health  of  Doona  Mencia,  in  which  I  followed  his 
example;  and  I  imagined  that  Camilla,  who  did  us  justice,  sometimes 
threw  certain  very  significant  looks  at  me.  I  even  observed  that  she 
chose  proper  opportunities  of  so  doing,  as  if  she  had  been  afraid  that  her 
brother  would  perceive  it.  This  was  enough  to  persuade  me  of  the  lady's 
being  smitten ;  and  I  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  profiting  by  that 
discovery,  daring  my  short  stay  at  Valladolid.  This  hope  induced  me  to 
yield,  without  difficulty,  to  their  entreaties,  when  they  requested  me  to 
spend  a  few  days  with  them.  They  thanked  me  for  my  complaisance, 
and  die  joy  which  Camilla  discovered  on  this  occasion  confirmed  me  in 
the  opinion  that  I  had  found  the  way  to  her  heart. 

Don  Raphael,  seeing  me  determined  to  stay  with  him  some  time,  pro- 
posed to  carry  me  to  his  country  house,  of  which  he  gave  me  a  magnificent 
description;  and  talked  of  the  pleasures  he  would  there  entertain  me 
with.  **  Sometimes,"  said  he,  "  we  will  take  the  diversion  of  hunting, 
sometimes  that  of  fishing,  and  if  you  love  walking,  we  have  delightful 
woods  and  gardens  in  abundance :  besides,  we  shall  not  want  good  com* 
pany ;  and,  on  the  whole,  I  hope  you  will  not  grow  melancholy  among 
us.**  I  accepted  his  offer,  and  it  was  determined  that  we  should  go  to 
this  charming  place  the  very  next  day.  Having  projected  this  agreeable 
scheme,  we  rose  from  table ;  and  Don  Raphael,  embracing  me  in  a  trans- 
port of  joy,  said :  "  Signor  Gil  Bias,  I  will  leave  my  sister  to  entertain  you, 
while  I  go  immediately  to  give  necessary  orders,  and  advertise  those 
people  who  I  intend  shall  be  of  the  party."     So  saying,  he  went  out  of 


the  room,  uid  I  continiMd  conravLog  mtb  U19  lady,  wba  did  not  con- 
tradict, by  ber  diacooTM,  ibe  loft  glanaea  ihe  had  thrown  at  roe.  So  she 
took  hold  of  my  band,  and  looking  at  mj  ring,  uid  :  "  You  have  got  a 
pretty  diamond  enon^,  but  it  ifl  a  very  snull  one.     Axe  you  a  connwsenr 


in  atonee  ?  "  When  I  answered  in  the  negative,  "  f  am  Eorry  for  it,"  »aid 
■be,  "for  yon  night  have  told  me  what  this  is  north."  With  these 
words,  she  shewed  me  a  large  ruby  on  her  finger,  and,  white  I  examined 
it,  added  :  "  An  Qnde  of  mine,  who  was  gOTernor  of  the  Spanish  ct^niea 


In  the  Fhilipi»ne  Tt1et>  made  me  a  present  of  this  rnby,  which  the  j<wdler> 
here  in  VaSadolid  value  at  three  hundred  pistdei." — "  1  believe  it  ii  wcU 


wtnth  the  titDney,"  aaid  1,  "  for  it  is  eitrAoely  beantifol." — "  Since  yon 
are  pleased  with  it,"  ^te  replied,  "  I  will  make  an  exchanga  with  yon." 
And  immediately  she  pulled  off  my  ring,  and  pat  her  own  tm  my  Kttle 
finger.  Having  made  tbb  ezcbange,  whit^  I  looked  upon  as  a  gented 
way  of  malcing  a  present,  Camilla  squeezed  my  hand,  and  loolMd  at 
me  in  the  most  lai^ishiug  manner;  then  staiting  op  abruptly,  wished 
va»  good  night.  a*d  withdrew  in  great  ooniuHon,  as  if  she  Ihk]  beeo 
■shamed  of  discloamg  her  sentiinents. 

Novioe  as  I  was  in  gallantry,  i  knew  wrj  enough  bow  to  int^r«t  this 
|H«apitate  retreat  in  my  &vonr,  and  conoladed  that  I  ihoidd  pus  my 
time  v«y  agreeaUy  at  their  villa.  Full  of  this  flatterii^  idea,  and  the 
pro^eroot  oondition  of  my  afiaii^  I  looked  myself  in  the  obamber  where 
I  was  to  lie,  after  having  ordered  my  aerva&t  to  come  and  wake  me  early 
in  tfaft  moniing ;  but  instead  of  going  to  rest,  I  gave  a  loose  to  tbos« 
agreeable  reflections,  which  my  portmanteau,  that  lay  on  the  table,  end 
my  rnby,  inspired.  "  Thank  Heaven  I "  said  I  to  myself,  "  if  I  have  been 
nnfortnnate,  I  am  no  longer  so.  On  one  side  a  thousand  ducats ;  a  ring, 
worth  three  hundred  pist<de«,  on  the  other!  My  finances  will  not  be 
ezhansted  in  a  hurry!  I  see  now  that  Majnelo  did  not  flatter  me.  I 
■hall  inflame  the  hearts  of  a  thonsand  ladies  at  Uadfidi  nnee  I  have  made 
•ocli  an  easy  conqMst  vf  Camilla."  The  ftvonn  tf  that  generous  ladr 
presented  themselves  to  my  imagination,  with  aQ  th«r  diarms ;  and  I 
antictpeted  the  diveruons  that  Don  R^hael  {wvpared  fw  me  at  hi*  hvoM 


in  the  country.  In  the  midat  of  these  pleaBing  images,  howmrer,  sleep  did 
not  fail  to  abed  hie  poppiei  over  me :  h>  that,  finding  myself  droiray,  I 
nndreised,  and  went  to  bed. 

Next  morning,  when  I  awaked,  I  perceived  that  it  was  already  late,  and 
was  a  good  deal  surprised  that  my  valet  did  not  appear,  in  consequence  of 
tiie  order  I  had  given  him  over-night.  "  Ambrose,"  said  I  to  myself,  "  my 
futhful  Ambrose,  is  either  at  chnrch,  or  very  lazy  to-day."  But  I  soon 
lost  that  opinion  of  him,  and  conceived  one  much  worse ;  for  getting  up, 
and  missing  my  portmanteau,  I  saspected  him  of  having  stolen  it  in  the 
night.  For  further  information,  I  opened  (he  charober-door,  and  called 
the  hypocrite  several  times ;  at  last,  an  old  man,  hearing  me,  came  and 
said  :  "'What  would  j^u  please  to  have,  Sign<nr?  all  your  people  departed 
from  my  honse  long  before  day." — "  How  !  "  cried  I,  "  your  house  1  am 
1  not  at  present  in  the  house  of  Don  Raphael  }  " — "  I  don't  know  who  that 
gentleman  is,"  said  he.  "  but  you  are  in  famished  lodgings,  and  I  am  the 
landlord:  last  night,  an  hour  before  your  arrival,  the  lady  who  snpped 
along  with  you  came  hither,  and  hired  this  apartment  for  a  great  lord, 
who,  she  said,  travelled  incognito ;  and  even  paid  me  beforehand." 

I  was  no  longer  in  the  dark  ;  I  guessed  the  characters  of  Camilla  and 
Don  Raphael,  and  concluded  that  my  servant,  being  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  my  afikira,  had  sold  me  to  theae  sharpers.  Instead  of  ascribing  this 
unlucky  adventure  to  myself,  and  considering  that  it  would  not  have 
happened  to  me,  had  I  not  been  so  indiscreet  as  to  unbosom  myself  un- 
necessarily to  Majuelo,  I  imputed  all  to  innocent  fortune,  and  cursed  my 
fate  a  thousand  times.  Tbe  owner  of  the  house,  to  whom  I  recounted  the 
adventure,  which,  perhaps,  he  knew  as  well  as  I  did,  seemed  affected  with 
my  sorrow,  condoled  me,  and  protested  that  he  was  very  much  mortified 
to  find  titat  such  a  scene  hod  passed  in  hia  house  :  but  I  believe,  notwith- 
atamUng  all  his  profesMont,  he  was  aa  much  concerned  in  the  trick  ea  my 
landlord  at  Burgos,  to  whom,  however,  I  have  always  attributed  the  honour 
of  the  invention. 
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CHAPTER  XVn. 


1  ATiNO  heartily  bewailed  my  mirfortane,  I 
f  comidered,  that  instead  of  giving  my  to 
sorrow,  I  onght  to  aniioKte  myself  •gwoat 
1  mitchauce ;  and  summoning  «U  my  oovngo 
\  to  my  aaustsnce,  said  to  myself:  while  I  pat 
a  my  dothes  by  way  of  consolation,  I  am 
happy  in  that  Uie  rogues  have  not  also 
carried  off  my  q^mrel,  and  some  ducats 
'  which  I  have  still  in  my  purse  i  I  gave  them 
-~-  -"ii' j^A.  credit  for  this  piece  of  civility,  and  sold  my 
boots,  which  they  bad  been  genercMU  enough  to  leave  likewise,  to  my  tsnd- 
lord,  for  one  third  of  the  money  they  had  cost  me.  Then  taking  my  leave 
of  the  ready  furnished  lodging,  without  having  occasion,  thank  God  I  for 
any  body  to  carry  my  baggage,  the  first  thing  I  did  was  to  go  and  see 
whether  or  not  my  mules  were  at  the  inn,  where  I  alighted  the  preceding 
night,  though  I  was  of  opinion  that  Ambrose  had  not  left  them  there ;  and 
I  wish  to  God  my  opinion  of  biro  had  bem  always  as  just  I  for  th^  told 
me  he  had  taken  care  to  fetch  them  away  that  very  evening  :  wherefore, 
laying  my  account  with  having  seen  the  last  of  them,  as  well  ts  my  port- 
mantean,  I  strolled  about  the  streets  in  a  melancholy  manner,  musing  on 
w]utt  should  be  my  next  course.  I  was  tempted  to  return  to  Burgos,  and 
have  recourse  to  Donna  Menda  once  more  ;  but  when  I  reflected,  that  in  so 
doing,  I  should  abuse  the  generosity  of  the  lady,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
looked  upon  as  a  booby,  I  rdinquiahed  Uiat  thought,  swearing  I  should 
far  the  future  be  upon  my  guard  against  women ;  and  I  believe  at  the 
time,  I  should  have  mistrusted  the  chaste  Susanna.  I  cast  my  eyes  from 
time  to  time  npoa  my  ring,  and  when  I  considered  that  it  was  a  present 
from  Camilla,  sighed  vrith  vexation.  Alas !  thought  I,  thougb  I  am  no 
connoisseur  in  rulnes,  I  have  too  good  reason  to  know  those  who  exchange 
them  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  oot  necessary  that  I  should  go  to  a  jewdler  to 
be  persuaded  that  1  am  a  fool. 
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I  was  wilfing,  howerer,  to  be  informed  of  the  worth  of  my  Tiiig».  ami 
pcoordingly,  shewed  it  to  a  lapidary,  who  valued  it  at  three  dacats. 
Thoagh  I  was  not  sorprised  at  this  estimation,  I  wished  the  meoe  of  the 
governor  of  the  Philippine  Isles  at  the  devil,  or  rather,  only  repeated  the 
wish.  As  I  came  out  of  the  jeweller's  house,  a  young  fellow,  who  was 
passing,  stopped  to  consider  me.  Not  being  able  to  recollect  him  at  first, 
although  I  had  formerly  been  intimate  with  him,  "  How,  Gil  Bias,"  said 
he,  "  do  yon  preland  igoorance  of  me,  or  have  two  years  altered  the  svn 
of  barber  Nnnnez  so  much,  that  yon  do  not  know  him?  don't  yon 
remember  Fabridus,  yoor  companion  and  school-fellow,  with  whom  yon 
have  so  often  disputed,  at  the  boose  oi  Doctor  Godinez,  vpon  predicaUes 
and  metaphysical  degrees  ?  " 

f  remembered  him  before  he  had  dene  spealdngi  and  wt  coibiaoed  one 
tiiother  with  tnmsport.  "My  dttr  ineiid,"  contianed  be,  *«how  |^ 
am  I  to  meet  tiiee !  I  oan't  espms  the  joy  I  feeL  But."  addedhe,  with 
an  air  of  smrprise,  **  what  do  I  seel  egad !  dion  ait  dreased  like  a  prince ! 

•  fine  sword,  sQk  stockiags,  doublet,  end  doak  of  vdvet  embroidered 
with  silver  I  Odd'sniggers !  tiiis  smells  strong  of  iutrigiies  I  111  hold  a 
wager  that  thon  shaivst  the  boonty  of  some  Ubenl  old  lady.'' — '*  Yoq  are 
mbtaken,"  said  I,  *'  ibr  my  aftin  are  not  so  iloarishing  as  yoa  imagine/' 
«•  Pshaw,  pshaw/'  replied  he,  '*yo«  aflbet  to  be  a  dose  fellowi  that  fine 
raby  OB  ycMir  finger,  Mr.  GO  Bks^  whenee  aomes  that,  I  pray  yon  ?  *' — 

*  It  oomes,"  said  I,  "  from  an  anraat  jade.  Fabricias,  my  dear  Fsbridna, 
lar  from  being  in  vogue  amoiig  the  women  at  ValladoHd,  know  that  I  am 
•  moot  ridioaloas  dupe." 

J  pioaouaoed  these  bst  words  so  msMly,  that  Fabricios  was  eonvmoed 
of  my  having  been  imposed  upon,  in  some  shape  or  other ;  and  pressed 
me  to  tdl  him  what  were  my  reasons  for  eomi^aimi^  of  liie  fair  sex.  I 
was  easily  prevailed  i^on  to  satisfy  bis  omiosity ;  but  as  my  story  was 
pretty  long,  and  besides,  we  had  no  intentkm  of  parting  in  a  honr,  we 
went  into  •  piiblie  boose,  that  we  might  converse  together  more  at  oar 
ease,  and  there,  while  we  breakfosted,  I  recounted  to  nhn  all  tfiat  had 
happened  to  me  since  my  departure  from  Oviedo.  He  thought  my 
odveotures  were  extremely  odd ;  and  after  havbg  assured  me  that  he  very 
mndi  sympathised  with  me  in  my  present  unlucky  situation,  said :  *'  We 
must  console  ourselves,  my  diQd,  as  wdl  as  we  can,  for  aD  the  misfortunea 
of  life.  When  a  man  of  spirit  is  unlnd^,  he  waits  with  patience  for  o 
more  fovoumble  conjuncture.  One  should  never,  as  Cicero  says,  let 
himsdf  be  so  much  dejected  as  to  forget  tiiat  he  is  a  man.  For  my  own 
part*  I  am  of  that  very  dispoaitioD :  my  misfortunes  have  not  been  able 
to  overwhdm  me»  because  I  am  always  above  the  eaprioe  of  fete.    For 
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nstaaioe,  I  loved  a  gM  of  lome  fttfhion  at  OWedo,  who  bad  a  tmdre  tor 
me ;  I  asked  her  hi  marriage  of  her  fiither,  and  he  refoaed  me.  Another, 
on  this  occaaioii,  would  have  died  of  grief:  bnt  I  (admire  the  force  of 
geniaa)  oarried  off  the  dear  creature :  aa  the  mm  paaaionate,  thoaghtleas, 
and  Tain,  pleasure,  of  conteqaence,  always  determined  her  to  the  pre|n- 
dice  of  dntf .  I  led  her  a  dance  of  six  months,  through  the  kingdom  of 
Gaflida,  from  whence,  as  I  had  given  her  a  taste  for  travelling,  she  was 
desiroQs  of  going  to  Portogal,  but  thought  proper  to  ehooie  a  new 
ooodortor :  here  was  another  subject  of  despair,  but,  finr  all  that,  I  did 
not  sink  under  the  weight  of  it,  and,  wiser  than  Menelatts»  instead  of 
dedanng  war  against  the  Purls  who  had  stolen  my  Hden,  I  thought 
myself  very  mneh  oUiged  to  him  for  having  rid  my  hsnds  of  her.  Afters* 
ward,  bemg  miw^fing  to  return  to  the  Astorias,  that  I  might  avoid  all 
expoettdation  with  justloe,  I  advanced  mto  the  kingdom  of  Leon,  spending 
tt&ok  town  to  town  the  remainder  of  the  money  I  had  carried  off  with  my 
infismta;  Ibr  we  had  quitted  Oviedo  with  a  ML  hand,  and  arrived  at 
Fdeneia  with  a  solitary  dnoet,  out  of  whidi  I  was  obliged  to  buy  a  pair 
of  shoes ;  so  tfiat  the  remaining  pait  could  not  lait  much  longer.  My 
flituaifion  became  vefy  perplexing,  and  I  wis  even  reduced  to  a  very  strict 
regraeen :  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost;  I  vesolved  to  go  to  service,  and 
lured  myself  to  a  great  woollen-draper,  whose  son  was  an  accomplished 
rake.  Here,  though  I  found  an  asyiom  against  hnnger,  I  was  not  a  little 
embarrassed ;  fat  the  fiither  ordered  ne  to  be  a  spy  upon  the  son,  and 
the  son  enticated  me  to  assist  him  in  cheating  the  fivther.  Being  obliged 
to  determine,  I  preferred  the  entreaty  to  the  command  s  and  that  prefer- 
ence ooat  me  my  place.  I  afterwards  went  into  the  service  of  an  old 
paiirter,  who  wosdd  havo  tanght  me,  through  friendship,  the  principles  of 
Us  sart;  in  the  demonetration  6(  which,  however,  I  was  almost  frmished. 
This  ga^  me  a  diegost  lior  painting,  and  a  diafciiih  for  Palencia  at  the 
ssme  time,  and  coming  to  Valladolid,  by  the  greateit  good  fortune  in  the 
woild,  I  got  into  the  fumSfy  of  one  of  the  davctors  of  the  hoi^ital,  where 
I  sow  live  perfectly  happy*  Signor  Manuel  Ordonnes,  my  master,  is  a 
BBsn  of  profound  piety,  who  walks  with  his  eyes  alwcys  txed  en  the 
gnUmd,  and  a  huge  resaiy  in  his  haad«  t^  say,  that  tnm  has  youth, 
hjrrmg  notbmg  in  view  but  the  fonds  of  tiie  poor,  he  attached  himself  to 
them  with  indefat%ablo  seal }  and  accordingly  his  cares  have  not  been 
iK*ie<|iuted ;  everytlttng  pMspera  with  faim.  WhsA  a  blesung  it  is  that 
he  has  made  himsf^  rich  in  managing  the  affidrs  of  the  poor  t " 

FdbridttS  having  harangued  in  this  manner,  '*  I  am  very  glad,''  sud  I 
to  him,  ^' to  fed  thee  so  wefl  satisiedwidi  thy  concfition :  but,  between 
jrou  and  me,  I  think  yon  might  play  a  more  honourable  part  in  tiie 
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world."— -'* Yoa  an  mktaken,  Gil  Bias/'  answered  he,  "there  is  no 
sitaation  in  life  more  agreeable  to  one  of  my  hamoar  than  that  which  I 
now  enjoj :  the  empb^rment  of  a  lacquey  is  troable8ome»  I  own,  to  a  siQy 
fellow ;  but  to  a  lad  of  8{Mrit,  it  is  full  of  charms.  A  superior  genius  that 
goes  to  service,  does  not  confine  himself  to  the  menial  drcnmstances  of 
his  duty  like  a  aimpleton  :  he  goes  into  a  family  to  command  rather  than 
to  obey :  he  begins  by  studying  his  master ;  he  accommodates  himself  to 
his  foibles,  gains  his  confidence,  and  then  leads  him  by  the  nose.  *Tis 
thus  that  I  have  bdiaved  towards  my  director.  I  soon  discovered  his 
hypocrisy,  and  perceived  that  he  wanted  to  pass  for  a  person  of  great 
sanctity :  I  pretended  to  be  his  dupe ;  that  cost  nothing.  I  did  more,  I 
imitated  him,  and  acting  in  his  presence  the  same  farce  that  he  plays 
befcHre  others,  I  deceived  the  deceiver,  and  am,  by  degrees,  become  his 
factotum.  Under  his  auspices,  I  hope  one  day  to  be  concerned  in  the 
affiurs  of  the  poor;  in  which  case  I  may  chance  to  make  my  fortune  too, 
for  I  find  myself  as  weU  inclined  towards  them  as  he  can  be  for  his  heart." 
''  These  are  fine  hopes,"  replied  I,  "  my  dear  Fabricius :  I  congratulate 
thee  upon  thy  prospect ;  and  for  my  own  part,  will  have  recourse  to  my 
former  scheme ;  convert  my  embroidered  habit  into  a  cassock,  repair  to 
Salamanca,  and  listing  myself  under  the  banners  of*  the  university, 
perform  the  office  of  a  tutor." — "  A  fine  project,  truly,"  cried  Fabricius  ^ 
"  an  agreeabie  whim  !  What  a  fool  wouldst  thou  be,  to  turn  pedant  at 
thy  age !  Dost  thou  know,  wretdi !  what  thou  art  about  to  do  ?  Sooo 
as  thou  shalt  be  employed*  the  whole  family  will  have  their  eyes  on  thee, 
and  all  thy  actions  will  be  scrupulously  examined :  thou  must  be  eternally 
under  constraint,  clothe  thjrself  with  hypocrisy,  and  appear  possessed  of 
every  virtue.  Thou  wilt  not  have  a  moment  to  bestow  upon  thy  pleasures. 
Like  a  perpetual  censor  of  thy  pupil,  thou  must  pass  the  day  in  teaching 
him  Latin,  and  in  rebuking  him  when  he  shall  say  or  do  anything  amiss  : 
and  after  so  much  labour  and  constraint,  what  will  be  the  fruit  of  thy 
cares  ?  If  the  little  gentleman  wants  capacity,  it  will  be  said,  that  thoa 
hast  not  given  him  good  education,  and  his  parents  will  turn  thee  avray, 
without  any  recompense ;  perhaps,  even  without  paying  thy  appointments. 
Don't  therefore  talk  to  me  of^  preceptor's  post,  which  is  like  a  benefice 
with  cure  of  souls ;  but  commend  me  to  the  employment  of  a  lacquey, 
which  is  a  simple  benefice,  encumbered  with  no  charge.  When  a  master 
has  vices,  a  superior  genius  in  his  service  vrill  flatter  them,  and  often  turn 
them  to  his  advantage.  A  footman  lives  in  a  good  hmHj  without  the 
least  disquiet ;  for  after  having  eaten  and  drank  his  bellyfall,  he  sleeps 
hlce  the  son  of  a  lord,  and  gives  himself  no  trouble  about  either  baker  or 
batcher. 
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«<  I  should  never  ha'  done,  chHd/'  continued  he,  "  was  I  to  reootint  all 
the  advantages  of  footmen.  Take  my  advice,  Gil  Bias,  quit  for  ever  the 
design  of  becoming  tator,  and  foUow  my  example/'  — "  Yes ;  bat 
Fabricius,''  said  I,  *'  one  does  not  always  meet  with  directors ;  and  if  I 
should  resolve  to  turn  lacquey,  I  should  at  least  choose  to  be  well  settled." 
"Oh !  you  are  in  the  right,"  said  he,  "  that  shall  be  my  business :  I  will 
insure  thee  a  good  place,  if  it  was  for  no  other  reason  than  to  snatch  a 
pretty  fellow  from  tlie  university." 

The  approaching  misery  with  which  I  was  threatened,  and  the  air  of 
satisfaction  that  appeared  in  Fabricius,  persuading  me  more  than  his 
reasons,  I  determined  to  go  to  service:  whereupon,  leaving  the  pnblio 
house,  my  companion  said  :  "I  will  conduct  you  to  the  house  of  a  person 
who  is  consulted  by  almost  all  the  footmen  out  of  planse :  he  has  spies, 
who  inform  him  of  what  happens  in  all  families ;  he  knows  where  servants 
are  wanted,  and  keeps  an  exact  register,  not  only  of  the  vacant  places, 
but  even  of  the  good  or  bad  qualities  of  masters ;  he  is  one  who  was 
formerly  a  friar  in  some  convent  or  other ;  and,  in  aborts  'twas  he  who 
recommended  me  to  the  place  I  now  enjoy." 

While  we  conversed  about  such  a  singular  office  of  intelligence,  the 
son  of  barber  Nunnez  carried  me  into  a  blind  alley,  and  we  entered  a 
little  house,  where  we  found  a  man  about  fifty  years  old,  writing  at  a 
table.  We  saluted  him  very  respectfuBy ;  but  whether  he  was  naturally 
proud,  or  accustomed  to  see  lacqueys  and  coachmen  oidy,  he  had  con-* 
tracted  a  habit  of  repeiving  people  cavalierly,  and  did  not  rise  from  his 
seat,  but  contented  himself  with  making  a  slight  inclination  of  the  head. 
He  looked  hard  at  me.  however,  and  I  could  easily  perceive  he  was  very 
much  surprised  that  a  young  man  dressed  in  embroidered  velvet  should 
want  to  turn  valet ;  he  had  more  reason  to  think  I  was  come  to  be  pro- 
vided with  one :  but  he  did  not  continue  long  in  suspense  with  regard  to 
my  intention ;  for  Fabricius,  accosting  him  at  once,  said  :  "  Signor  Arias 
de  Londonna,  give  me  leave  to  present  one  of  my  best  friends  to  you : 
he  is  a  young  man  of  good  ftimily,  whom  misfortunes  have  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  going  to  service.  Pray  inform  him  of  a  good  place,  and 
depend  upon  his  gratitude."  — "  Gentlemen,"  answered  Arias  coldly, 
**  this  is  the  manner  of  you  all :  before  you  are  fixed,  you  make  the  finest 
promises  in  the  world ;  but  when  once  you  are  well  settled,  you  think  no 
more  of  them." — "  How ! "  replied  Fabricius,  '*  do  you  complain  of  me  ? 
have  not  I  done  honourably  by  you  ?  '* — "  You  might  have  done  better 
sdH,"  said  Arias ;  "  your  place  is  worth  a  clerk's  employment ;  and  yon 
have  paid  me  as  if  I  had  introduued  you  to  the  house  of  an  author." 
Here  I  interposed,  and  told  Signor  Arias,  that  to  shew  him  I  was  not 
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migntefiil,  nty  adaowledgtneot  ihooM  precode  his  aervioe ;  at  die  aune 
time,  taking  out  two  ducats,  I  put  them  into  fail  hani^  with  a  promiw 
that  I  WfXild  Bot  atop  time,  provided  I  ahonld  find  myaelf  in  a  good 
fiunily. 

H«  aeemed  pleaacd  with  my  beiianonr,  and  aaid  ha  lomd  to  be  treated 
ifttkit  maimer.    "There  are"   oontiniwd  he. 


wU^  t  wfll  mention  in  order,  that  yoa  may  cbooae  one  tiuit  to  t»  year 
UktDg."  So  aaying,  lie  put  on  hii  ipectadea,  i^»ened  a  relator,  which 
lay  on  the  table,  tamed  over  lome  leaTea,  and  began  to  read  aa  foBowa« 
"A  lacquey  it  wanted  fbr  Captain  Torbellino,  a  paaakmate,  frnd,  whim* 
ftcal  man,  who  gmmMes  inceaiantly,  awean,  bcata,  and  cxnnino&ly  Maims, 
hia  semnta." — "  Let  n>  paas  on  to  xnoths,"  cried  I,  at  Hiat  pictwe  ] 
"that  captun  it  not  to  my  taate."  Ariaa  imSed  at  my  Tivadty.  aad 
proceeded   in   thii   manner  :    "  Dcona  Uannda   of   BaadoTal.   a   aop^.. 


I  widow,  foB  of  peevialiaesa  and  caprice,  hae,  at  prewnt.  no 
fbotmaa  i  ihe  Iweps  bnt  one  for  orduury,  and  faim  never  a  wh^  day. 
Thov  hH  been  one  Inetj  wat  in  the  hoote  thew  ten  ytan,  vbid  awa 
all  valeta  who  enter,  of  wtiat  size  or  ibqw  soerer  thej  mttj  ba  i  bat  it 
nuij  ba  nid  they  ooly  try  it  on ;  for  it  i*  atiS  as  good  aa  new,  altbongfa  it 
liaa  been  worn  by  two  tbouMud  laoqneya.  Doctor  Alrar  noma,  a 
physician  and  dkymirt,  wauta  a  aorant :  hia  dumeatica  are  wdl  fed, 
handaom^  entertained,  and  bare,  moreover,  great  wagea ;  but  be  triea 
experimcnta  upon  them  witb  hia  medicines,  and  tliere  are  often  vacant 
placea  in  bia  bonae." 

"Oh  I  I  believe  it,"  cried  Fatmdiu,  laogbing',  "  npon  my  coosdenca 
yon  abew  na  an  abundance  of  fine  placea." — "  Have  patience,"  laid  Ariaa 
de'  Londcmna,  "we  have  not  yet  done;  there  are  lome  that  I  am  aore 
will  jrfeaae  yon."  Hicd  he  continaed  to  i«ad  in  these  terms :  "  Donna 
Alfanao  d«  Solia,  an  old  devotee,  who  speods  two-thirds  of  the  day  at 
cbnrcb,  and  inusta  npon  her  footman  being  always  along  witb  her,  has  not 
bad  a  lacqoey  tbeae  three  weeks.  The  licentiate  Sedillo.  an  dd  canon 
at  the  chajder  of  tbia  city,  yesterday,  in  the  evening,  turned  away  hia 
fMtman." — "  Halt  there,  Bignor  Arias  de  Londonna,"  cried  Fabricios, 
in  this  place,  "we  wiH  sticlc  to  this  last  post.  The  licentiaU  SediUo  is 
one  of  my  master's  fiiends  with  whom  I  am  perfectly  wt&  ao^puinted : 
I  know  that  be  has  for  hoosekeeper  an  old  devotee  called  I^me  Jacinta. 
who  dispoaea  of  everything  in  his  house  ;  it  n  one  of  the  best  families  in 
Valladatid,  ftr  a  servant  who  levaa  a  ^et  Sda  and  good  dieer :  beadea, 
the  Goaon  b  old  and  infirm,  very  moth  aab)eet  to  the  goat,  and  will  aoon 
BMke  taia  wSl ;  so  that  Ifaere  is  room  to  hope  for  a  good  l^aey.  What  a 
iiliiiwiig  praapaot  far  •  faofaa  I  Gil  Bias,"  added  be,  toning  towarda 
Baai  "  let  na  lom  no  time,  my  lad,  bat  go  instantly  to  the  bonsa  of  the 
becatiate,  wh«e  I  wiH  myself  piaaent  yo«,  and  aotwer  for  tby  diaracter." 
At  theaa  words,  for  fear  of  loHBg  aueh  a  fair  oppoitmaty,  we  took  onr 
kan,  i>  a  hmry,  «<  Kgnor  Ariaa.  who  asenred  me  far  my  monay,  that  if 
I  dioold  be  baulked  of  this  ptaee,  I  mi^t  depend  spoil  bis  reoomaien£ng 
me  to  <»•  aa  good. 
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or  THia  CANON  1 


J  B  were  ao  mach  afnud  of  coming  too  late, 
•  that  we  made  bat  one  leap  (rom  the  alley 
to  the  bouse  of  the  old  licentiate.  We 
knocked  at  the  door,  which  waa  opened  by 
I  a  girl  of  ten  yeBra  old,  who  paaaed  for  the 
honaekeeper's  niece,  in  ifHte  of  scandal; 
and  aakjng  if  the  canon  could  be  spoke 
with.  Dame  Jacinta  appeared  :  ehe  wis 
B  person  already  arrived  at  the  age  of  dia- 
cretion,  bnt  still  handsome  ;  and,  in  partica- 
lar,  I  admired  the  freshness  of  her  complexion.  She  wore  a  long  gown 
of  coarse  BtaS,  with  a  large  leathern  girdle,  from  one  side  of  which  hong' 
B  bimcb  of  keys,  and  from  the  other  a  rosary  of  great  beads.  As  aoon  as 
we  perccsred  her  we  bowed  iritb  profoond  respect,  and  ahe  retnmed  the 
salute  Teiy  dvilly,  but  with  a  modest  deportment,  and  downcast  eyea. 

"  Having  nndentood,"  said  my  comrade  to  her,  "  that  master  licentiate 
Sedillo  had  occasion  for  an  L  ;tiest  valet,  I  am  come  to  present  one,  with 
whom,  I  hc^,  he  wiH  be  satisfied."     The  housekeeper,  at  these  worda. 
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^KMiig  lier  eyes^  surveyed  me  with  attention,  and  not  being  able  to  reooii* 
ctle  my  embroidery  with  the  dieooorse  of  Fabricms,  arited  if  it  was  I  who 
mnted  the  Tttcant  i^aoe.  "Ye8»"  Mid  the  son  of  Nannes,  ''it  is  this 
yoaag  man*  who,  notwithstanding  hie  appearance,  has  met  with  misfor^ 
tunes  that  oblige  him  to  go  to  service.  Bat  he  will  soon  forget  his 
mishaps/*  added  he,  with  an  insinuating  air,  "  if  he  has  the  hfippiness  to 
come  into  this  family,  and  live  with  the  virtaons  Jacinta,  who  deserves  to 
be  boQsekeeper  to  the  patnardi  of  the  Indies."  At  these  words,  tiiis 
pious  goyemante  moved  her  eyes  from  me,  to  consider  the  polite  person 
who  spoke,  and,  stmck  with  his  features,  which  were  not  altogether 
unknown  to  her,  "  I  have,"  said  she,  "  a  confused  notion  of  having  seen 
you  somewhere  I  pray  assist  my  recollection.  "  —  "  Chaste  Jadnta, " 
answered  Fabricius,  "  I  am  proud  of  having  attracted  your  notice :  I 
have  been  twice  in  this  house  with  my  master.  Signer  Manuel  Ordonnez, 
director  of  the  hospital." — "  Ha !  you're  in  the  right,"  replied  the  house- 
keeper ;  "  I  remember  it  very  well,  and  recollect  your  fiice.  Ah !  since 
you  belong  to  Signer  Ordonnes,  yon  must  be  a  lad  of  worth  and  honesty  : 
your  place  prockims  your  virtue,  and  this  young  man  could  not  have  a 
better  recommendation.  Come,"  added  she.  "  I  wiH  bring  you  to  speak 
with  Signor  Sedillo,  who,  I  believe,  will  be  very  glad  to  have  a  servant  of 
your  presenting." 

We  followed  her  accordingly.  The,  canon  lodged  on  the  ground  floor, 
which  consisted  of  four  rooms  well  vmnseotted ;  in  one  of  which  she 
desired  us  to  wait  a  Kttle,  while  she  went  iutp  the  neit  room  where  the 
licentiate  was.  After  she  had  staid  vnth  him  some  time  in  order  to  give 
him  his  cue,  she  came  and  told  us  that  we  aught  go  in.  We  perceived 
the  dd  goutified  eaaon,  buried  as  it  were  in  an  elbow  chair,  with  pillows 
under  his  head  and  arms,  and  his  legs  supported  on  a  large  down  cushion. 
While  we  approached  him  we  did  not  spare  bows ;  and  Fabricius  being 
still  spokesman,  not  only  repeated  what  he  had  said  of  me  to  the  house- 
keeper, but  likewise  extolled  my  merit,  and  enlarged  chiefly  on  the 
honour  which  I  had  acquired  in  phih>sophical  disputes,  wh^  I  was  with 
Doctor  Godinez ;  as  if  it  was  necessary  thsi  a  oanon*s  footman  idioidd  be 
a  profound  philosopher.  Nevertheless,  this  fine  eubgium  that  he  bestowed 
on  me,  did  not  fail  to  cast  a  mist  before  the  eyes  of  the  licentiate,  wIm 
ebeerving  besides,  that  I  was  not  disagreeable  to  Dame  Jacinta,  said  to 
my  recommender :  *'  Friend,  I  take  into  my  sendee  the  young  man  whom 
Ibon  hast  brought.  I  am  satisfied,  aad  conceive  m  favourable  opinion  of 
his  aaomb,  since  he  is  presented  by  a  domestic  of  my  good  friend  Signor 
Ordonnez." 
Am  soon  as  FaMcius  saw  that  I  was  engaged,  he  made  a  low  bow  to 
11 
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the  nnoD,  anotlier  still  lower  to  the  govemuite,  and  withdrew,  Ter7  HtB 
ntisGed,  after  hsnng  whispered  to  me  that  we  should  see  one  another 
oAen,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  bnt  to  stay  whene  I  was.  When  1m 
WM  gone,  the  licentiate  uked  my  name,  and  reasons  for  leaving  roy 
nadTe  coontry  ;  and  by  these  qnettioiu  engaged  me,  in  preseoce  of  Dame 
Jacmta,  to  recount  my  story.  ITiey  were  both  very  mndi  diverted, 
efpedaSy  with  the  acconnt  of  my  la«t  adventure,  Camilla  snd  Don 
Btfihad,  tickling  them  so  much,  that  it  was  hke  to  hare  cost  the  old 
cuum  hi*  Hfe  i  for  wbik  be  laughed  with  aU  his  force,  he  wu  seized  with 


;|jfc...j    ll*ii,!i:>.ijiS||. 
""     'llii'' 


nch  a  violent  fit  of  cooghing  that  I  imagined  it  wonid  have  been  his  last. 
As  he  had  not  yet  made  fait  will,  yon  may  easily  guess  how  his  boose- 
keeper  was  alarmed :  trembling  and  aslonished  she  ran  to  the  assistsncc 
of  the  good  man,  rubbed  his  forehead,  snd  dapped  him  or  the  back,  aa 
is  practised  with  childrai  when  they  have  the  chin-ooagh.  HoweveTi 
this  was  bnt  a  Use  alarm  i  the  old  man  oeaaed  to  congh,  and  his  gover> 
naote  to  torment  hua;  and  I  wonld  have  finished  my  story,  had  not 
Dame  Jamnta,  who  ditaded  anodier  fit,  opposed  it,  and  carried  me  out 
of  the  canon's  chamber  into  a  wardrobe,  where,  among  several  suits  of 
clothes,  was  that  of  my  predecessor.     His  she  made  me  put  on,  and  leave 
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my  crwn  in  its  room,  wliich  I  was  not  aorrf  to  prBierve»  in  hopes  that  it 
would  still  be  of  use  to  me.    After  which  we  went  to  prepare  dinner. 

I  was  not  a  novice  in  the  art  of  dressing  victoals,  having  served  a  happy 
apprenticeship  under  Dame  Leonarda,  who  might  have  passed  for  a  good 
cook :  Ae  was  not,  however,  comparable  to  Dame  Jadnta,  who,  for  aught 
I  know,  would  have  gained  the  palm  from  the  cook  of  the  archbishop  of 
Toledo.  She  excelled  in  every  thing:  her  soups  were  exquisite,  on 
account  of  her  art  m  choosing  and  mixing  the  different  kinds  of  gravy, 
of  which  they  were  composed ;  and  her  hashes  were  seasoned  in  such  a 
manner,  as  rendered  them  extremely  agreeable  to  the  palate*  When 
was  ready,  we  retomed  into  the  canon's  chamber,  where,  while  I 
tiie  doth  on  a  table  set  just  by  his  elbow  chair,  the  housekeeper 
tndced  a  napkin  under  the  old  man*s  chin,  and  tied  it  over  his  shoulders, 
fn  a  moment  after  I  brought  a  mess  of  porridge,  that  might  have  been 
presented  to  the  most  celebrated  director  of  Maifaid ;  and  two  courses, 
which  would  have  stimulated  the  sensuality  of  a  viceroy,  had  not  Dame 
Jacinta  been  sparing  of  her  spices  for  fear  of  inflaming  the  gout  of  the 
licentiate.  At  sight  of  these  delicate  dishes,  my  old  master,  whom  I 
believed  impotent  in  all  his  members,  shewed  me,  that  he  had  not  as  yet 
tost  entirely  the  use  of  his  arms :  h^  hdped  to  disencumber  himself  of  his 
pillows,  and  dieerfoUy  prepared  himself  for  eating.  Though  his  hand 
shook,  it  cUd  not  refuse  its  service,  but  went  and  came  with  great  expe% 
dition ;  in  such  a  manner,  however,  that  it  split  upon  the  table-doth  and 
napkin  one  half  of  what  was  intended  for  his  mouth.  I  took  away  the 
soup  when  he  had  done  with  it,  and  brought  in  a  roasted  partridge, 
flanked  with  two  quails,  which  Dame  Jadnta  carved  for  him.  She  took 
care  also  to  make  him  drink  frequently  large  draughts  of  wine,  a  little 
diluted  in  a  large  and  deep  silver  cup,  which  she  hdd  to  his  mouth,  as  if 
he  had  been  a  child  of  fifteen  months.  He  fell  tooth  and  nail  upon  this 
course,  and  did  no  less  honour  to  the  birds  than  he  had  done  to  the 
porridge ;  but  when  he  had  stuffed  himself  to  the  tongue,  the  devotee 
untied  his  napkin,  replaced  his  piUows,  and  left  him  in  quiet  to  take  his 
aflemoon*s  nap  in  his  chair :  while  we,  having  uncovered  the  table,  went 
to  dinner  in  our  turn. 

In  this  manner  did  our  canon  done  every  day,  who,  for  aught  I  know, 
was  the  greatest  glutton  of  the  whole  chapter :  though  his  supper  was 
commonly  more  slight,  consisting,  for  the  most  part,  of  a  pullet  and  some 
conserves.  I  fed  well  in  this  house,  and  lived  a  very  peaceable  life, 
having  only  one  grievance,  which  was  no  other  than  being  obliged  to 
watch  my  master,  and  pass  the  whole  night  like  a  nurse.  Besides  a 
ietention  of  urine,  that  obliged  him  to  ask  for  his  chamber-v)Ot  ten  timet 


^4  iOOK  tl.-'-CHAr.   I. 

in  an  hour,  htf  was  inbject  to  proiiMe  swoats ;  and  when  diia  happened, 
it  was  my  bntineta  to  shift  him.  *'  Gil  Bias/'  aaid  he«  the  aecond  night* 
*'  thon  hast  activity  and  address  ]  and  I  foresee  that  I  shall  be  very  weU 
pleased  with  thy  serrioe.  I  recommend  to  thee  above  all  things,  to 
behave  thyself  respectfully  towards  Dame  Jactnta ;  she  is  a  wench  who 
has  served  me  these  fifteen  years  with  a  aMagwlifcr  seal,  and  takes  such  care 
of  my  person,  that  I  can  never  enough  shew  my  gratitade :  wherefore  I 
own  she  is  more  dear  to  me  than  all  my  relations.  For  the  love  of  her  I 
have  tamed  out  of  doors  my  nephew,  my  Own  stster's  son,  who  paid  no 
respects  to  tha  poor  girl ;  and,  far  from  doing  justice  to  the  sinoero 
attachment  she  has  for  me,  the  insolent  boy  treated  her  as  a  hypocrite ; 
for  in  this  age  all  virtue  appears  hypocrisy  to  young  people.  Thank 
Hearen !  I  have  got  rid  of  the  scoundrel :  I  prefer  the  love  that  is  mani« 
iested  for  me  to  an  the  ties  of  blood,  and  am  swayed  only  by  the  benefits 
I  receive."—-''  You  are  in  the  right,  sir,"  said  I  to  the  licentiate,  "  grati* 
tnde  ought  to  have  more  weight  with  us  than  the  laws  of  nature/' — 
'*  Doubtless,"  he  replied*  "  and  people  will  see  by  my  last  vrill,  that  I 
have  no  regard  for  my  rdations.  My  housekeeper  wiU  have  a  good  8hare» 
and  thon  shalt  noc  be  forgot,  provided  that  thon  goest  co  to  serve  me  as 
thou  hast  begun.  The  footman  whom  I  turned  away  yesterday  has  lost 
a  good  legacy  by  his  own  foUy ;  if  that  paltry  fellow  had  not,  by  his 
misbdiaviour>  obliged  me  to  dismiss  him,  I  would  have  made  his  fortune ; 
but  he  was  a  proud  coxcomb,  who  was  deficient  in  his  respect  for  Dame 
Jacinta ;  and  an  idle  rascal,  who  dreaded  the  smallest  trouble.  He. 
forsooth,  did  not  love  to  watdh  over  me,  and  looked  upon  it  as  a  great 
fatigue  to  spend  the  night  in  contributing  to  my  ease." — "  Ah,  the  wretch ! " 
cried  J,  as  if  the  genius  of  my  friend  had  inspired  me,  "  he  was  not 
worthy  of  living  with  such  an  honourable  master  I  A  lad  who  has  the 
happmess  of  appertaining  unto  you,  ought  to  be  indefatigable  in  his  aseal  i 
he  ought  to  make  a  pleasure  of  lus  dntyi  and  not  to  think  himself  fatigued 
even  when  he  sweata  blood  and  water  for  your  service." 

I  perceived  that  these  words  were  very  agree&ble  to  the  licentiate,  who 
was  no  less  satisfied  vrith  the  assurance  I  gave  him  of  being  alwaya 
perfectly  resigned  to  the  will  of  Dame  Jacinta.  WiUing  therefore  to  pass 
for  a  valet  whom  fatigue  could  not  dispirit,  I  did  my  duty  with  the  best 
grace  I  could  assume,  and  never  complained  of  being  up  all  night;  a 
circumstance  which,  however,  I  found  rery  disagreeaUe ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  legacy  with  which  I  fed  my  hopes,  I  should  have  been  veiy 
aoon  disgusted  with  my  condition.  Indeed,  I  slept  some  hours  in  the 
day-time;  and  the  govemante,  to  do  her  justice,  had  a  good  deal  of 
regard  for  me.    This  must  be  ascribed  to  the  care  I  took  m  gaining  her 
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good  gpraces,  by  the  most  complaisant  and  respectfol  beiaviomr.  When 
I  was  at  table  with  her  and  her  niece,  whose  name  ¥ras  Inesilla,  I  shifted 
their  plates,  filled  wine,  and  served  them  with  a  most  particular  attention  ; 
by  which  means  I  insinuated  myself  into  their  friendship.  One  day,  while 
Dame  Jadnta  was  gone  out  to  market,  seeing  myself  alone  with  Inesilla, 
I  began  to  converse  with  her,  and  asked  if  her  father  and  mother  were 
still  alive.  "  O !  not  at  all,"  answered  she,  "  they  are  dead  long — long 
ago — my  good  aunt  told  me  so.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  never  saw 
them. "  I  uncerely  believed  the  girl,  though  her  answer  was  not 
categorical ;  and  put  her  into  such  a  humour  of  talking,  that  she  told  me 
more  of  the  matter  than  I  wanted  to  know.  She  informed  me,  or  rather 
I  gathered  from  her  artless  chat,  thi^t  her  good  aunt  had  a  very  good  friend, 
who  lived  likewise  with  an  olc|  cai^on*  Whose  temporalities  he  managed : 
and  that  these  happy  domestics  expected  to  j(un  the  pillage  of  their 
masters  by  a  carriage,  the  sweets  of  which  they  tasted  beforehand.  I  have 
already  obsemd*  fhi^t  Dame  Jacii\ta,  ttiough  wmewhat  superannuated, 
bad  still  a  freshness  of  oomplezlQn.  TVne,  ii^deed,  she  spared  nothing  to 
presenre  it ;  for,  besides  a  large  dose  whidi  she  took  every  morning,  she 
swallowed  during  the  day.  and  when  she  went  to  bed,  some  excellent 
jellies  of  ber  own  composing,  and  slept  soundly  all  night,  while  I  watched 
my  master,  but  that  which,  perhaps,  contributed  more  than  any  thing  to 
preserve  ber  colour  from  fading  was  an  issoe,  which  Inesilla  told  me  she 
hud  in  escb  ]eg. 
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KBTSD  tb«  licentiBte  Sedillo  three  montha 
withoat  compkining  of  the  bad  nights  he 
ie  me  pan  ;  at  the  end  ot  which  time 
he  fell  aick  ot  a  fever,  and  felt  hit  gont 
iocreaaed  by  the  pain  which  it  occasioned  p 
^  >o  that,  for  the  firat  time  in  lus  life,  which 
had  been  long,  he  had  recome  to  phyu- 
ciana,  and  sent  for  Doctor  Sangrado,  whom 
)  all  Vallpdolid  looked  npoa  aa  another 
Hippocrates.  Dame  Jactnta  would  have 
been  better  pleued  if  the  canoo  had  begun 
by  making  hJa  will,  and  even  dropped  aom*  hints  on  the  aubject ;  bot, 
besides  that  he  did  not  believe  UmBelf  near  his  end,  in  some  certain  things 
he  was  extremely  obstinate :  I  t^refore  went  in  search  of  Doctm-  Sangrado, 
and  brought  him  to  the  hoose.  He  was  a  tall,  meagre,  pale  man,  who  had 
kept  the  abean  of  Clotho  employed  during  forty  years  at  least.  This 
learned  physidaD  had  a  very  solemn  appearance,  weighed  his  discoarse. 
and  gave  an  emphaais  to  his  expressions :  his  reasoning  was  geomebiral,  - 
and  his  oiumons  extremely  nngnlar. 

After  having  observed  the  symptoms  of  my  master's  disease,  he  said  . 
to  him  with  a  very  physical  air :  "  The  business  here  is  to  supply  the  defect 
of  perspiration,  which  is  obstmcted  :  others,  in  my  place,  would  doubtless 
prescribe  saline  draughts,  diuretics,  diaphoretics,  and  such  medicines  as 
aboand  with  mercury  and  sulphur  ;  but  cathsrtica  and  sudorific*  are 
pemicioQS  drugi,  and  all  the  preparations  of  chymistry  are  only  calculated 
to  do  mischief ;  for  my  own  part  I  practice  a  method  more  sn&]de,  and 
more  sure.  Pray,  what  is  yonr  ordinary  diet  ? " — "  My  usual  food,"  replied 
the  canon,  "  b  broth  and  juicy  meat." — "  Broth  and  juicy  meat  I  "  cried 
the  doctor,  surprised,  "  truly,  I  do  not  wonder  to  find  you  Ktsk :  mcb 


delicioQS  TKtual*  are  poiKmed  plearom  and  uiaFeR,  which  huuiy  spreada 
fsr  mankmd  in  order  to  ruin  them  the  more  efiectnallj.  Yon  mnet 
renoniwe  all  palateaUe  food :  the  moat  Balntary  is  that  which  n  mort 
inaipid ;  for  aa  the  blood  ia  inaipid,  it  requirea  nch  TictoaU  aa  partake 
the  moat  of  ita  own  nature.  And  do  yon  drink  wine?"  added  be. 
"  Yea,"  aaid  the  licentiate,  "  wine  dilated." — "  O  E  dilated  aa  mnch  aa 
yon  pleaae,"  replied  the  phyudan,  "  what  en  iiregularity  ia  here !  what 


a  frightful  regimen  t  yoa  oaghl  to  have  been  dead  long  ago.  How  old 
m  yoo,  pray  ? " — "  I  am  going  in  my  uxty-nintb  year,"  replied  tlie 
canon.  "  Rtg^t,"  said  the  phyaitnan;  "an  early  old  age  ia  always  the 
frrdt  of  intemperance.  If  you  had  dmnk  nothing  elae  than  pure  water  all 
your  life,  and  had  been  aatiafied  with  nmple  nonriabment,  anch  aa  boiled 
apples,  for  example,  yon  would  not  now  be  tormented  with  the  gout,  and 
all  yoor  IJmba  wonld  perform  thor  fimctioni  with  ease.  1  do  not  despair, 
howerer,  of  setting  yoa  to  righta  again,  provided  yoa  be  wholly  resigned 
to  my  directiona." 

The  Heentiate  having  promiafed  to  obey  him  m  all  things,  Sangredo  aent 
me  for  a  surgeon,  whom  he  named,  end  ordered  him  to  take  from  my 
Barter  six  good  porringera  of  blood,  aa  the  firat  effort,  in  order  to  anpjdy 


tba  wnit «(  perqrintiaD.  Thm  he  nU  to  tba  m-goon  i  '^Ifarter  Mwtlft 
OnineE,  returo  in  tbree  honn.  and  take  u  mac^  more  t  and  M^Mot  tkie 
eame  evaenatioii  to-Rwrrow.  It  ia  a  grow  error  to  thi^  t^t  blood  to 
neccMary  far  tbe  pavaervatioa  of  life ;  a  patient  oannot  be  Uoodod  too 
nuchj  for  aa  he  ia  obliged  to  pevform  nooonaideniblemMkinorezereie^, 
bot  juiC  oalj  to  brcAthe,  he  haa  no  toore  oecaaioii  for  Uoad  than  a  man 
who  is  asleep  ;  life,  in  both,  oonsistlog  in  the  pnbe  and  respbation  only." 
The  doctor  having  ordered  frequent  >nd  copious  ev&enatiDns  of  this  kiwlt 
told  DB,  that  we  maat  make  the  canon  drink  warm  water  tncesaantlj^ , 
aasnrmg  as  that  water  dnink  in  abORdance,  was  the  true  spcciflc  in  aB 
diitempers  whaterer.  And  when  be  went  awmy  be  told  Dame  Jadnta 
«ad  me,  with  an  air  of  confldenoe,  that  he  wonld  answer  for  the  padent'k 
Hie,  provided  we  would  treat  hiia  in  the  manner  he  had  prescribed.  The 
goTemute,  who  possibly  thooght  otherwise  of  thia  method,  proteeted  that 
it  should  be  followed  with  the  ntmoot  exBctnese.     Accordingly,  we  set 


aoont  wanning  water  with  aB  dispatch ;  and  u  the  physician  had  raoom- 
mKuled  to  ns,  shore  aS  things,  not  to  be  too  sparing  of  it,  we  nude  my 
■ado-  drink  for  Ac  int  dose  two  or  three  pints,  at  as  maay  draaghte. 
An  hoDT  sAcr  wtt  rape>te4  it,  rad  retMnung  to  the  dnrge,  from  time  to 
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time,  ovenrfadmed  bis  stomach  with  a  deluge  of  water  :  the  surgeon 
seconding  ns,  on  the  other  hand,  hj  the  quantity  of  hlood  which  he  drew 
hook  him,  in  less  than  two  days  the  old  canon  was  reduced  to  extremity. 

This  good  priest,  heing  quite  spent,  said  to  me  with  a  feeble  voice,  as 
I  presented  him  with  a  large  g^ass  of  the  specific ;  "  Hold,  Gil  Bias,  give 
me  no  more  of  it,  my  friend  :  I  see  plainly  that  I  mnst  die,  in  spite  of  the 
virtues  of  water ;  and  though  there  is  scarce  a  drop  of  blood  left  in  my 
body,  I  don't  find  myself  a  whit  the  better ;  which  is  a  plain  proof,  that 
the  most  expert  physician  in  the  world  cannot  prolong  our  days,  when 
their  &tal  period  is  arrived :  go  therefore  and  fetch  a  notary,  for  I  want 
to  make  my  wiU."  At  these  last  words,  which  I  was  not  sorry  to  hear, 
1  affected  to  seem  melancholy,  and  concealing  the  desire  I  had  to  execute 
his  commission,  ''  Well«  bat  sir,"  said  .1,  "  you  are  not  yet  so  low,  thank 
God,  bnt  that  you  may  recover." — "  No,  no,  child,"  replied  he,  "  it  is  all 
over  with  me.  I  feel  the  gout  mounting  upwards,  and  death  approaching. 
Make  haste,  therefore,  and  do  as  I  bid  thee."  I  perceived,  sure  enough, 
tiuKt  he  dianged  visibly;  and  the  afiair  appeared  so  urgent  that  I  went 
out  as  fJEUt  as  possible  to  fulfil  his  orders ;  leaving  with  him  Dame  Jadnta, 
wko  was  more  afraid  than  I  that  he  would  die  intestate.  I  went  into  the 
'  house  of  the  first  notary  I  was  directed  to,  and  finding  him  at  home. 
"I^r,"  said  I,  "the  licentiate. SediUo,  my  master,  draws  towards  his  end, 
and  wants  to  have  his  last  wiU  made ;  so  that  there  is  not  a  moment  to 
lose."    The  notary,  .who  was  a  brisk  old  man,  and  took  delight  in  rally- 


ing, asked  what  physician  attended  the  canon  :  I  answered  Doctor 
Sangrado.  At  that  name,  seizing  his  hat  and  cloak  in  a  hurry,  "  Zooks !  " 
cried  he,  "  let  us  make  haste ;  for  the  doctor  is  so  expeditious,  that  he 
seldom  gives  his  patients  time  to  send  for  notaries :  that  man  has  choused 
me  out  of  a  great  many  jobs." 

So  saying,  he  followed  me  with  great  eagerness ;  and  while  we  walked 
together  at  a  good  pace,  that  we  might  arrive  before  he  should  be  at  the 
12 
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last  gtfip,  *'Sir,"  Mid  I  to  him,  "yoa  know  tiiat  a  tettelor  at  tiie  poiAt 
of  death  is  «ft  to  forget  thingae  nbtw^  if  mj  naitar  alioaid  Aot  t^tttoemliai 
iiie»  I  beg  700  iffll  remind  him  of  my  teal  and  attaiflimtiit."— ^'^ThMfl 
will,  mj  chfid/'  replied  the  little  notaiy ;  *'tho«  n^yeat  depend  upon  me 
for  that.  I  Win  eren  advise  him  to  gt9h  thee  aenM^ng  conaidaNAfle; 
let  him  be  never  ao  litde  dii^iosed  to  reward  thy  aenrioe.'*  The  Meeuliate, 
when  We  came  into  his  ohaaber,  had  atiU  Hbt  use  of  hia  sensea*  and  Oumb 
Jacinta,  who  was  with  hho,  her  visage  bathed  in  teani  which  ^e  had  at 
command,  had  playad  her  part,  and  bespoke  the  good  man'a  benevoleBoa. 
80  ^at  she  sshI  i  taft  the  necary  alone  with  him,  and  went  into  ifa^ 
antediaittbisr,  Whene^  meeting  the  snrgeol^  whoin  ttie  dMftor  had  tent  tb 
make  one  ^vaceation  more,  we  atopped  him«  '*  Hold  Bfr.  Martin,''  aald 
the  govemante,  '*  yon  cannot  go  iifto  8ignor  SefliOo'e  ehamber  at  preaeat ; 
he  is  dictating  hia  hist  w31  to  a  notary  who  is  with  hmi ;  when  that  0 
done,  you  shall  have  leave  to  do  yo«r  crfBoa." 

Thia  pSons  gentlewoman  and  I  were  mneh  afraii  that  the  liccnftiaOe 
wonld  die  before  his  will  could  be  finished :  bat  ha^^y  for  na,  the  deed 
that  occasioned  onr  dieqniet  was  ekeeatsd :  and  the  notary,  finding  me 
in  his  way  as  he  came  ont,  clapped  me  on  the  shonMer,  aaying,  wilii  it 
emile,  "  Gil  Bias  is  not  forgotten."  These  words  inspired  me  with* 
excessive  joy ;  and  1  thought  myself  to  mnoh  obliged  to  my  master  fo^ 
having  remembered  me,  that  I  promised  to  pray  with  ail  my  heart  for  hia 
soul,  after  his  death,  which  soon  happened ;  for  tfaa  anrgeon  having 
bled  him  ag^n,  the  poor  old  man,  who  was  but  too  mnch  ezhanstpd 
before,  expired  almost  dnring  the  operation.  As  he  breathed  his  laat 
sighs,  the  physician  came  in,  and  looked  very  foolishly,  notwithstanding 
his  long  practice  of  dispatching  pattenta.  Nevertheless,  for  from  imputing 
the  canon's  death  to  his  watery  draughts  and  evacuations,  he  observed 
as  he  went  out,  with  an  air  Of  lldifferettCe,  that  the  patient  had  not  lost 
blood  enough,  nor  drank  a  sufficient  quantity  of  warm  water ;  while  the 
executioner  of  this  sublime  art,  I  mean  the  aurgeon,  seeing  also  that  there 
was  no  more  occasion  for  his  office,  followed  l>octor  Sangrado. 

As  soon  as  the  breath  went  out  of  our  patron's  body.  Dame  Jadnta, 
InesiDa,  and  I,  raised  a  concert  of  mournful  cries  which  were  heard  all 
over  the  neighbourhood :  the  goVemante  especially,  who  had  the  greateat 
cause  to  rejcMCOk  uttered  such  dbkfal  accetita»  that  one  woidd  hare 
thought  she  was  the  moat  afflicted  person  upon  earth;  and  the chaanber 
was  instantly  filled  with  people  drawn  thither  mone  by  niriouty  tima 
compassion.  The  relations  of  the  deceased  ao  eooMr  leaned  the  newa 
of  his  death,  than  they  poured  into  tlm  hoaae  to  aeal  iq>  every  things 
and  found  the  housekeeper  in  such  atf  ielmn,  that  t^ey  imagined  at  fii^ 


tlieisMMXihad  not  inad^  his  will:  but  th^y  aoon  vndentood  that  Oero 
ifaa  one,  smeHoned  by  all  the  nsqil  formalities ;  which  when  they  came 
to  epeo,  and  aaw  that  the  testator  had  disposed  <^  his  best  effects  in 
faTCMir  of  Dame  Jadnta  and  the  little  girl,  they  made  his  funeral  speedi 
in  terms  not  much  to  the  honour  of  his  memory :  they  pronounced  an 
eulogimn  on  the  devotee,  at  the  same  time,  and  even  bestowed  some 
praiaes  on  nie»  who,  I  must  own,  deserved  some  at  their  hands :  for  the 
licentiate,  rest  his  soul !  in  order  to  make  me  remember  him  as  long  as  I 
aboBld  live»  explained  himsdf  in  an  artide  of  his  will,  with  regard  to  me, 
m  this  manner : — "  Item,  as  Gil  Bias  ia  a  young  man  of  some  nnd^- 
.fl^ndog  already,  in  order  to  complete  his  learmng,  I  leave  to  him  my 
library,  all  my  books  and  manuscripts  without  exceptiun." 

I  could,  not  conceive  where  this  pretended  library  could  be,  having 
never  perceived  any  such  thing  in  the  house.  I  knew  only  of  a  few 
papefra^  wijth  five  or  six  volumes  that  stood  i^oo  a  shelf  in  my  master's 
cloaet;  4md  tbsae  were  my  legacy ;  though  the  books  could  not  be  of  any 
l^peat  servioe  to  me,  one  being  entitled,  Th»  Oompkte  Housewife :  another 
.treated  of  Indigestion  and  the  Method  of  Cure :  the  rest  were,  The  four 
Farts  of  the  Breviary,  wUoh  the  moths  had  almost  eonsomed.  With 
regard  to  ths^  D^annscr^ila,  the  moat  corions  contained  all  the  proceedings 
4^  a  lav  auit  in.  wUeh  he  was  ence  engaged  for  his  prebend.  After 
haviv^  «Ka»ined  the  legacy  with  move  attention  than  it  deserved,  I  left 
ii  io  the  rebtiwis  who  envied  me  so  much.  I  gave  them  back  the  very 
olothes  I  wore,  and  resumed  my  own :  elaiming  my  wages  only,  as  the 
£mit  id  mf  service,  and  resolving  to  sedc  a  place  elsewhere.  As  for 
Dame  Jacinta,  besides  the  money  which  was  left  to  her,  she  was  in 
joiracnsion  of  some  valuable  effects,  which,  by  the  assistance  of  her  good 
Mead,  ahe  had  foand  means  to  sear«le  during  the  licentiate's  last  illness. 


g — =g^i^g: 


CHAPTER  III. 
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RBBOLTBD  to  Tint  Sgnor  Aiiu  it  Lon- 
<  donna,  and  conBult  hJB  register  for  a  new 
,  place  i  bat  a*  I  wu  jaat  going  into  the  bKnd 
i  alley  where  he  lived,  I  met  Doctor  Sengrado 
I  whom  I  had  not  seen  since  the  death  of  my 
I  master,  and  took  the  freedom  to  sahite  him. 
He  recollected  me  immediately,  although  1 
I  had  changed  my  dreaa,  and  expressed  some 
at  seeing  me  ;  "  Art  thon  there,  my 
i]  child  i  "  said  he ;  "  I  was  jost  thinking  of 
thee )  having  occasion  for  a  good  kd  to  serve  me,  I  imagined  thon  wouldat 
answer  my  purpose  very  well  if  thon  canst  read  and  write." — "  Sir," 
answered  I,  "  in  that  particular  I  can  do  your  business." — "  Sayst  thoo 
so?"  £aidhe;  "  then  thon  art  the  roan  I  want :  come  to  my  house,  where 
thon  shall  find  every  thing  agreeable :  I  will  treat  thee  with  distinction 
and  though  I  give  no  wages,  thon  shalt  want  for  nothing ;  I  will  take  care 
to  maintain  thee  handsomely :  and  will  even  discover  to  thee  the  great 
mystery  of  curing  «1]  diseases :  in  a  word,  thou  shalt  rather  be  my  pupt! 
than  my  servant." 

I  accepted  the  doctor's  proposal,  in  hopes  of  maiking  myself  iUnstrions 
in  physic,  nnder  the  auspices  of  such  a  learned  master ;  and  he  carried 
me  home  nith  him  on  the  instant,  in  order  to  initiate  me  in  the  employ- 
ment for  which  I  was  designed.  This  employment  conusted  in  writing 
the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  patients  who  sent  for  him  while  he 
was  abroad.  For  this  purpose,  there  was  in  the  house  a  register,  in  which 
an  old  woman,  who  was  his  sole  domestic,  set  down  their  several  direc- 
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tions  ;  hut,  besides  that  sbe  was  utterly  ignoraat  of  spelling,  she  wrote  so 
in,  that  fiuc^be-  rant  put  it  wb»  impossible  to  deeypher  her  scrawl.  I  was 
invested  with  the  charge  of  this  book,  which  might  have  been  with  great 
jostice  styled  a  register  of  the  dead ;  for  almost  all  the  people  whose 
names  it  contained  gpave  up  the  ghost.  I  inserted  in  it,  to  use  the  expres- 
sion* the  names  of  those  people  who  were  to  set  out  for  the  other  world, 
as  the  derk  of  a  stage-coach  office  registers  those  who  take  places.  The 
pen  was  seldom  out  of  my  hand,  because  there  was  not  at  that  time  a 
physician  in  Valladolid  of  more  credit  than  Doctor  Sangrado,  who  had 
acquired  great  reputation  with  the  public,  by  a  pomp  of  words,  a  solemn 
aijr«  and  some  lucky  cores,  which  had  done  him  more  honour  than  he 
deserved. 

He  did  not  want  practice,  nor  consequently  money,  which  however 
did  not  make  us  fare  the  better,  his  housekeeping  being  extremely  parsi- 
monious ;  our  ordinary  food  consisting  of  peas,  beans,  boiled  codlins,  or 
cheese ;  which  aliments,  h^  said,  were  agreeable  to  the  stomach,  as  behig 
most  proper  for  trituration,  iu  other  words,  easily  brayed.    Notwithstand- 
ing this  his  opinion,  however,  he  did  not  approve  of  our  eating  a  be)ly«> 
foH  even  of  them ;  in  which,  to  be  sure,  he  was  much  in  the  right :  but, 
if  he  forbade  his  maid  and  me  to  eat  a  great  deal,  he  allowed  us,  by  way 
of  recompense,  to  drink  as  much  water  as  we  could  swallow :  far  from 
restricting  us  in  this  particular,  he  would  sometimes  say;  "Drink,  my 
children ;  health  consists  in  the  suppleness  and  humectation  of  the  parts  * 
drink  water  in  great  abundance:  it  is  a  universal  menstruum  that  diS' 
solves  all  kinds  of  salt.     When  the  course  of  the  blood  is  too  languid, 
this  accelerates  its  motion ;  and  when  too  rapid,  checks  its  impetuosity." 
The  honest  doctor  was  so  well  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  doctrine, 
that  he  himself  drank  nothing  but  water,  though  he  was  well  stricken  in 
years.     He  defined  old  age  a  natural  decay,  that  withers  and  consumes 
ns ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  definition,  deplored  the  ignorance  of  those 
who  call  wine  "  the  milk  of  old  men  : "  for  he  maintained  that  the  juice 
cH  the  grape  wastes  and  destroys  them ;  and  with  great  eloquence  observed 
ihat  this  fatal  liquor  is  to  them,  as  to  all  the  world,  a  treacherous  firiend 
and  deceitful  pleasure. 

In  spite  of  all  this  fine  reasoning.  I  had  not  been  eight  days  in  the 
house  when  I  was  seized  with  a  looseness,  and  began  to  feel  great  dis- 
order in  my  bowels,  which  I  was  rash  enough  to  ascribe  to  the  universal 
dissolvent  and  meagre  subsistence  on  which  I  lived.  I  complained  of  it 
to  my  master,  in  hopes  that  he  would  relent  and  allow  me  a  little  wine  at 
meals  :  but  he  was  too  much  an  enemy  to  that  liquor  to  gpratify  my 
expectation.     "  If  thou  feelest  in  thyself,"  said  he  to  me,   "  any  reluc< 
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tanee  to  the  timpte  efement,  tbere  are  innoceiit  ftida  in  pfenit  j,*  that  wSL 
support  thj  stamadb  agaiiiBt  the  insipid  taste  of  water ;  sage*  for  eaanq^ 
and  bidfltt  wfll  give  it  an  advifable  flaroiir;  and  aa  jafusioii  of  eonb^ 
^oppy,  gillyflower,  and  roaemary,  will  render  it  atili  more  delicioae." 

Notwithstanding  all  he  ooidd  say  in  praise  of  ymJbar  and  the  exoellent 
beverages  he  tanght  me  to  compoee*  I  drank  of  it  with  such  moderatioii« 


that  perceiying  my  temperenee,  be  said,  "  Why,  truly.  Gil  Bias,  I  am 
not  at  all  surprised  ^t  thou  dost  not  enjoy  good  heahh.  Thou  dost  not 
drink  enHbgh,  my  friend.  Water  taken  in  small  quantities  serves  only  to 
disentangle  tiie  particles  of  the  bile,  and  ghre  them  more  actitity ;  whereas 
they  should  be  drowned  in  a  copious  dilution  :  don*t  be  afraid,  my  child, 
that  abundance  of  water  will  weaken  and  rdax  thy  stomach :  lay  aside 
that  panic  fear  which  perhaps  thou  entertainest  of  plentiful  drinking.  I 
win  warrant  the  consequence,  and  if  thou  dost  not  look  upon  me  as  a 
sufficient  bondsman,  Celsus  himself  i^all  be  the  security.  That  Roman 
(H^cle  bestows  an  admirable  eulogium  on  water ;  and  afterwards  says,  ta 
express  terms,  that  those  who  excuse  their  drinking  of  wine,  on  account 
of  a  weak  stomach,  do  a  manifest  injury  to  ^t  organ,  by  using  sach  a- 
doak  for  their  own  sensuality." 

As  it  would  not  have  looked  weU  for  me  to  show  myself  intractable  in 
the  very  beginning  of  my  career  in  physic ;  I  seemed  persuaded  of  his 
being  m  the  right,  and  wiH  even  own  I  was  eflectualiy  convinced ;  so  that 
I  continued"  to  drink  water  on  the  guarantee  of  Celsus,  or  rather  to  drowa 
my  bile  in  copious  draughts  of  that  liquor ;  and  although  I  felt  myself 
every  day  more  and  more  incommoded  by  it,  prejudice  got  Ae  better  of 
experience ;  so  happily  was  I  disposed  by  nature  for  beeoming  a  physician* 
I  could  not  always,  however,  resist  tiie  violence  of  my  ^hsordar,  wfaich 
increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  I  resolved,  at  length,  to  leave  Doetor 
Sangrado :  but  he  invested  me  with  a  new  emyloyment  which  made  me 
change  that  resolution.  "  Hark'ee,  my  child,"*  said  he  one  day,  "  I  am 
not  one  of  those  harsh  and  ungrateful  masters  who  let  their  domestics 
grow  grey  in  thehr  service,  before  they  recompense  them.     I  am  well 
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pimieid  witbtfcy  bebcvkvr,  i  havemregud  fn  tkee,  and  witJMut  farther 
otny  wttl  make  thy  fortane.  I  will  immediately  diadose  to  thee  the 
wliole  extent  oi  that  aalatary  art  which  I  have  prolesaed  for  so  many  years* 
Other  phyeicians  make  thia  oonflist  iu  tiie  knowledge  of  a  thouaand 
diffimh  adencea :  but  I  intend  to  g^  a  shorter  way  to  work,  and  spare 
thee  the  tronble  of  etndying  pharmacy,  anatomy,  botany,  and  physic: 
know,  my  friend,  all  that  is  required  is  to  bleed  the  patients  and  make 
them  drink  warm  water.  This  is  the  secret  of  oaring  all  the  distempers 
incident  to  man.  Yes  I  that  wonderfnl  secret  which  I  reveal  to  thee, 
and  which  nature,  impenetrable  to  my  bretiiren«  hath  not  been  able  to 
hide  from  my  researdies,  is  contained  in  these  two  points,  of  plentiful 
bleeding  and  frequent  draugbts  of  water.  I  have  nodiing  -more  to  impart ; 
thon  knowest  physic  to  the  very  bottom,  and  reaping  the  fruit  of  my  long 
experience,  art  become  in  a  twinkling  as  akdful  ae  I  am.  Thou  mayst," 
continued  he,  "ease  me  not  a  litde  at  present;  In  the  morning  thou 
ahalt  keep  our  register>  and  in  the  afternoon  go  and  visit  a  part  of  my 
patienta :  while  J  take  care  of  the  nobility  and  clergy,  thou  ahalt  go  in 
my  room  to  the  houses  of  tradesmen,  where  I  am  called :  and  when  thon 
ahalt  have  practised  some  time,  I  will  procure  thy  admission  into  the 
heahj.  Thon  art  learned  Gil  Bias,  before  thou  tumest  physician; 
wtaneaa  others  prescribe  a  long  time^  general^  all  their  lives,  without 
ever  becoming  learned." 

I  thanked  the  doctor  for  having,  enabled  me  with  sndi  dispatch  to  serve 
aa  hia  deputy;  and,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  favours,  assured  him 
that  I  would  follow  his  maxims  as  long  as  I  lived,  even  if  they  should  be 
eoatrary  to  those  of  Hippocrates.  But  this  assurance  was  not  altogether 
«ncere ;  for  I  disapproved  of  his  opinion  with  regard  to  water,  and  re* 
aolTed  to  drink  wine  every  day,  when  I  went  out  to  visit  my  patients.  I 
oonuDitted  my  own  clothes  to  a  peg  for  a  second  time,  and  put  on  a  suit 
of  my  laaatcr'A,  that  I  asight  appear  in  all  respects  like  a  physician  :  after 
yidA  I  prepared  myadf  Ibr  eserdsing  mediciBie  at  the  expense  of  whom 
ft  riievld  conosna.  My  coup  d'  eMot  being  upon  an  algnaxil  who  vraa  ili 
^  m  plearisy,  I  ordered  him  to  be  bled  without  mercy  and  filed  to 
tlK  Ionise  with  waiter  i  I  went  afterwards  into  the  house  of  a  pastry^oook 
^iko  lay  roaring  witii  the  gout,  and  whose  blood  I  was  no  more  qparing 
ef  than  llie  algoazfl's ;  taking  care  also  not  to  restrict  him  in  the  article 
af  water.  For  these  prescriptions  I  received  twelve  riaK  which  aaade  me 
ao  enamoarad  of  the  profession,  that  I  thought  "  the  more  asischief  the 
tifttcr  fspQKL."  Coamg  out  of  the  pastry-cook's  house,  I  met  Fabricius, 
wkem  I  bad  not  seen  eince  the  death  of  the  licentiate  SediUo ;  and  who, 
ll»vii)f  leaked  nt  asa  some  minutes  with  aurprise.  set  kis  hands  in  his 
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Me*,  and  borat  oat  bito  ui  immodenite  fit  of  langhter.     It  wu  sot  whb- 


ODt  reason  ;  for  having  a  cloak  that  trailed  on  the  gronnd,  with  a  doublet 
and  breechea  that  would  have  Beired  a  man  four  time*  n  big  aa  me,  my 
figure  wa>  truly  original.  I  let  Wm  laugh  till  he  was  tired,  not  without 
being  tempted  to  follow  his  example :  but  I  coMtntined  mytdf  in  order 
to  preaerve  decorum,  and  the  better  to  ape  the  phyuman,  who  ia  no  risible 
animal.  If  my  Indicroni  appearance  had  excited  the  mirth  of  Fabrimua, 
my  gravity  increased  it ;  and  when  he  had  indulged  it  sufficiently,  "  Upon 
my  conscience,  Gil  Bias,"  said  he,  "  thou  ait  pleasantly  equipped.  Who 
the  devil  has  disguised  thee  in  this  manner  ?" — "  Softly,  friend,"  replied 
I,  "  softly.  Learn  to  show  more  respect  for  anothcx  Hippocrates ;  and 
know,  that  1  am  the  deputy  of  Doctor  Sangrado,  the  moat  celebrated 
phyatduk  of  Valladolid,  with  whom  I  have  lived  these  three  weeks.     He 


has  taogkt  ns  f^fftie  to  tite  very  bottom.  Mid  m  he  oumot.  in  pwaon, 
■ttend  all  the  ack  who  send  for  him,  I  auist  him  in  his  Tisitktioa :  he 
tikea  oare  of  the  great,  and  I  of  the  plebeians."—"  Very  well,"  mplied 
Fabridos,  "he  leaves  the  blood  of  the  conuuonality  to  thee,  vhile  he 
reaen^  that  of  the  gentry  to  himself  i  I  coDgratnlfite  thee  upon  thy  share ; 
fbr  it  is  better  to  hare  to  do  with  the  populace  than  with  persons  of 
fashion :  happy  is  a  aoburb  pbysiciBn  1  his  fiknlta  are  less  observed,  and 
hia  aasaaainatioiiB  less  known.  Yea,  my  child,"  added  he,  "  thy  situa- 
tion ia  to  be  envied,  aad  to  speak  in  the  words  of  Alexander,  if  1  were  not 
Fabricins,  I  could  wiih  ta  be  Gil  Bias." 

To  show  the  son  of  barber  Kiumez,  Uiat  he  had  reason  to  praise  the 
b^>pineBs  of  my  present  condition,  I  produced  the  rials  which  I  had 
recaved  from  the  algnazil  and  pastrycook ;  npon  which  we  went  into  a 
pnbKc-house  in  order  to  spend  some  of  thent  here  we  were  served  with 
pretty  good  wine,  which  the  longing  desire  I  had  of  taathig  that  liqaor 
makiog  me  think  still  better  than  it  was,  I  dmik  huge  draughts  of  it,  and 
(no  diaparagement  to  the  Roman  oracle)  the  more  1  filled  my  stomach, 
the  less  did  that  organ  complain  of  the  injury  it  received.  Fabridos  and 
I  having  stayed  together  a  long  time  in  the  pnblic-honse,  and  langhed 
heartily  at  the  expense  of  o'lr  masters,  as  the  custom  is  among  servants, 
we  parted  in  the  twilight,  after  having  made  a  unitoal  promise  of  meeting 
^!;ain  in  the  same  plsce,  next  day  in  the  afternoon. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Q1L    ILAI    CONTINVXI    TO     ACT     THK     PHrMCIAN,    WITH    AB    MDCH    SUCCESH 
AS    CAPACII-T  ;    THB    ADTSMTtlKI    or    THX    BINO    RETKIRVBD. 


ID  jiut  got  home  when  Doctor  Saii< 
grado  came  in,  to  whom  I  gave  »d 
account  or  the  patients  I  had  visited,  and 
put  into  his  hand  the  eight  rials  which  re- 
mained of  the  twelve  I  had  received  for 
my  prescriptioDB.  "Eight  rials!"  tud 
he,  after  having  counted  them.  "  this  ia 
a  small  matter  for  two  visits ;  but  we 
most  refuse  ni^hii^."  So  it  appeared  : 
for  he  kept  six,  and  gave  me  two.  "  Hold. 
Gil  Bias,"  added  he,  "  there  is  something  for  thee  to  begin  stock  ;  I  allow 
thee  a  fourth  part  of  what  thon  shalt  get,  and  thoa  wih  be  rich  in  a  very 
short  time,  my  friend ;  for,  please  God,  there  will  be  i^enty  of  disease  this 

I  had  reason  to  be  contented  with  my  share ;  becanse,  resolving  to 
detain  always  a  third  part  of  what  I  should  receive  from  the  patients,  and 
afterwards  tonching  a  fonrth  of  what  should  remain,  it  wonld  on  the  whole, 
if  there  be  any  truth  in  arithmetic,  amount  to  one  half  of  what  I  should 
earn,  lliis  consideration  inspiring  me  with  new  ardoor  for  my  profession, 
next  day  when  I  had  dined,  I  reramed  my  physical  dress,  and  going  out, 
visited  several  patients  whom  I  had  registered,  and  whom  I  treated  after 
the  same  manner,  though  their  distempers  were  quite  different.  Hitherto 
things  had  gone  smoothly  on,  and  nobody,  thank  Heaven,  fonnd  fauh 
.  with  my  prescriptions ;  but  however  exijellent  the  practice  of  physic  may 
be,  it  camiot  escape  censnre.  Going  into  the  house  of  a  grocer  whose 
■on  was  dropsical,  I  met  there  with  a  little  swarthy  physidan  called 
Doctor  Cnchillo,  whom  a  relation  of  the  grocer's  had  bronght  along  with 
him.     I  made  profbnnd  bows  to  every  body  present,  and  in  narticular,  la 
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the  person  who,  I  eondnded^  was  called  to  considt  with  me  ahoat  the 
distemper  of  the  patient ;  he  saluted  me  with  great  gravity,  then  eyeing 
me  attentively  for  some  minutes,  "  Signor  Doctor/'  said  he,  "  pray  excose 
my  cariosity :  I  thought  I  had  heen  acquainted  with  all  my  hrethiea  the 
physicians  of  Valladolid ;  but  I  confess  your  features  are  utterly  unknown 
to  me  :  sure  you  cannot  have  been  long  settled  in  this  city."  I 
answered  that  I  was  a  young  practitioner,  who  as  yet  only  prescribed 
under  the  auspices  of  Doctor  Sangrado.  "  I  congratulate  yon/'  said  he, 
bowing,  "  on  your  having  embraced  the  method  of  such  a  great  man ;  and 
I  do  not  doabt  that  you  are  master  of  your  business,  notwithatand* 
ing  your  youthful  appearance/'  He  spoke  this  so  naturally,  that  I  did 
not  know  whether  he  was  in  jest  or  earnest ;  and  I  was  thinking  upon 
some  answer,  when  the  grocer  interposing,  said :  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  you  are  both  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  art  of  physic, 
therefore,  pray  examine  the  situation  of  my  son,  and  prescribe  what  you 
shall  judg^  proper  for  his  cure/' 

Accordingly,  the  little  doctor  inquired  into  the  state  of  our  patient ; 
and  after  having  made  me  observe  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  asked 
in  what  manner  I  proposed  to  treat  him.  *'l  am  of  opinion,"  said  I, 
"  that  he  should  be  bled  every  day,  and  drink  hot  water  in  abun- 
dance/' At  these  words  the  httle  physician  said  with  a  satirical  grin : 
'  And  do  you  think  these  remedies  will  save  his  life  ?  " — "  Never  doubt 
that/'  cried  I,  in  a  resolute  tone,  "they  must  certainly  produce  that 
effect,  being,  as  Doctor  Sangrado  observes,  specifics  against  all  kinds  of 
distempers/* — "  At  that  rate,"  replied  he,  "  Celsua  is  very  much  to 
blame,  in  assuring  us  that,  for  a  more  easy  cure  of  a  dropsy,  it  is  requi- 
site to  make  the  patient  suffer  both  hunger  and  thint/' — "  Oh  Celsus,'* 
I  resumed,  '*  is  not  my  oracle :  he  was  as  liable  to  mistakes  as  any  other  : 
and  I  have  sometimes  found  my  account  in  acting  quite  contrary  to  his 
opinion/' — "I  perceive  by  your  discourse,"  said  Cuchillo,  "the  sure 
and  satisfactory  method  which  Doctor  Sangrado  would  insinViate  into  young 
practitionera :  the  whole  of  his  practice  consists  in  bleeding  and  aqueous 
draughts  :  therefore  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  to  see  so  many  honest 
people  die  under  his  hands/' — "  None  of  your  invectives, "  said  I, 
interrupting  him  with  some  heat ;  "  it  does  not  look  well  to  hear  a  man  of 
your  profession  cast  such  reflections.  Come,  come,  Mr.  Doctor,  abun- 
dance of  sick  people  are  sent  to  the  other  world  without  being  bled, 
or  drinking  hot  water ;  and  I  don't  doubt  that  yon  have  dismissed  your 
share  of  them :  if  you  have  any  thing  to  say  against  Doctor  Sangrado, 
commit  it  to  paper,  he  will  answer  it,  and  we  shall  soon  see  on  which 
■de  the  langhera  are." — "  By  St.  Jago  and  St.  Dennis ! "  cried  he  in  a 
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nge,  "^oa  sre  fittk  «a^iiunted  with  Doctor  Cnchillo!  Know,  friend. 
fit&t  I  have  both  t«tth  aocl  nailt,  uid  Rm  not  at  all  afraid  of  Sangradu, 
who,  in  ^e  of  hia  vanitT  utd  preaumptioa,  is  a  downright  ninny."  Th« 
appeatmnce  of  the  little  doctor  made  me  detpiae  hia  wrath,  I  replied  with 
great  bittemeu ;  he  auwered  in  the  same  manner,  and  we  came  to  tisti- 
taiBa  in  a  very  ahort  time ;  aoow  blows  passed,  and  each  of  ns  loet  a 
hutdfol  of  hair  before  the  .groeer  and  his  Jcinscoan  could  }>art  ns;  which 


when  the;  had  accomplislied,  I  was  paid  for  my  visit  and  dimiHed, 
while  they  retained  mv  antagonist,  who  Memed  to  than  die  more  ikilfiBl 
of  the  two. 

After  this  adventnre,  I  had  like  to  have  met  with  another  as  fasd ;  for 
gmng  to  visit  a  lat  chanter  who  was  ill  of  a  fever,  I  no  sooner  mentioned 
hot  water,  than  he  fell  into  a  rage  agninat  the  specific,  cursed  and  swore, 
called  roe  a  thousand  names,  and  even  threatened  to  throw  me  out  of  tbe 
window.  I  moved  off  faster  than  I  came  in,  and  not  chooMng  to  tee  any 
more  patients  that  day,  betook  myself  to  the  house  appointed  for  th* 
AndetvoQs  between  me  and  Fahrieins,  who  was  already  diere  i    and  m 
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we  fooad  oureelveB  in  a  frotickBOme  humoar,  we  drank  hard,  and  went 
home  ia  a  itate  of  devation ;  that  is,  half  seas  over. 

Signcv  Sangrado  did  not  observe  that  I  waa  dnmk,  becanae  he  miatook 
my  extravagant  gestures  in  recon&ting  the  quamQ  I  had  with  the  tittle 
doctor,  fw  an  eflect  of  the  emotion  occasioned  by  the  battle ;  beaidea, 
having  been  principally  concerned  in  our  dispote,  he  became  a  party,  and 
piqned  at  Cuchillo,  aaid ;  "Thou  haat  done  well,  Gil  Bias,  in  defending 
the  honoor  of  our  remedies  againit  that  little  abortion  of  the  faculty. 
He  affirma,  then,  that  aqueooa  dranghta  are  improper  for  the  dropByf 
Ignorant  wretch !  I  maintain — I  do ;  that  a  dropaica]  patient  cannot 
drink  too  much.  Yes,  water, "  added  he,  "  can  core  aU  kinda  of 
dropsies,  as  well  aa  rheumatiaraa,  and  the  green  sickneea  ;  it  is  moreover 
excellent  in  feven  where  the  patient  bnma  and  shivera  at  the  tame  time  i 
and  of  incredible  effect  even  in  those  distempers  that  are  impnted  to  cold. 
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Beroos,  and  phlegmatic  hamoura;  this  opinion  may  appear  strange  to 
BQch  raw  physicians  as  Cachfllo ;  hut  it  is  easily  supported  by  theory  and 
practice ;  and  if  such  as  he  were  capable  of  reasoning  philosophically, 
instead  of  decrying  my  method,  they  would  become  my  most  zealous 
partizans." 

He  did  not  therefore  suspect  my  being  fuddled,  so  much  was  he 
enraged  ;  for,  in  order  to  inflame  him  the  more  against  the  little  doctor,  I 
had  thrown  into  my  story  some  circumstances  of  my  own  invention. 
Nevertheless,  fired  as  he  was  with  what  I  had  told  him,  he  perceived  that 
I  drank  more  water  that  evening  than  usual,  the  wine  having  made  me 
very  thirsty.  Any  other  than  Sangrado  would  have  suspected  my  extra- 
ordinary drought,  and  the  great  draughts  I  swallowed  ;  but  he  firmly 
believed  that  I  began  to  relish  watery  potations ;  and  said,  with  a  smile : 
"  I  see,  Gil  Bias,  thou  hast  no  longer  an  aversion  to  water.  Heaven  be 
praised !  thou  drinkest  it  now  like  nectar :  a  change  that  does  not  snr* 
prise  me  at  all  my  friend;  for  I  knew  it  would  soon  grow  familiar  to 
thy  taste." — "  Sir,"  I  replied,  '*  there  is  a  time  for  all  things ;  I  would 
not  at  present  give  a  pint  of  water  for  a  hogshead  of  wine,"  The  doctor, 
charmed  with  this  answer,  did  not  neglect  so  hxr  an  opportunity  of 
extoDing  the  excellence  of  water ;  but  uttered  a  new  eulogium  on  it,  not 
like  a  cold  advocate,  but  with  all  the  fervour  of  an  enthusiast.  "  A 
thousand  times,"  cried  he,  "  a  thousand  and  ten  thousand  times  more 
valuable  and  innocent  than  the  taverns  of  our  days  were  those  baths  of 
ages  past,  in  which  people  did  not  go  to  prostitute  in  a  shameful  manner 
their  lives  and  fortunes  by  glutting  themselves  with  wine ;  but  where  the 
peo])le  met  for  amusement  and  drank  hot  water  with  honour  and  security  1 
One  cannot  enough  admire  the  wise  provision  of  those  masters  of  dvil 
life,  who  established  public  places  where  water  was  freely  given  to  all 
comers,. and  who  secured  the  wine  in  the  shops  of  apothecaries,  permitting 
it  to  be  used  by  the  prescriptions  of  physicians  only.  What  surprising 
sagacity !  It  is  doubtless,"  added  he,  "  owing  to  some  lucky  remains 
of  that  ancient  frugality,  worthy  of  the  golden  age,  that  there  are  still  a  few 
who,  like  you  and  me,  drink  nothing  but  water ;  and,  who,  as  a  preserva- 
tive from,  or  cure  of  all  distempers,  trust  to  hot  water  unboiled ;  for  I 
have  observed  that  boiled  water  is  more  heavy  and  less  agreeable  to  the 
stomach." 

While  he  uttered  this  eloquent  harangue,  I  had  like  to  have  laughed  in 
his  face  more  than  once :  I  kept  my  gravity  however.  I  did  more :  I 
entered  into  the  doctor's  sentiments,  inveighed  against  the  use  of  wine, 
and  lamented  that  mankind  had  contracted  a  taste  for  such  a  pernicious 
liquor.     Then,  as  my  thirst  was  not  sufficiently  quenched,  1  filled  a  large 
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goblet  with  water,  and  having  swallowed  long  draughts  <A  it,  "  Come, 
Sir,"  sa>d  1  to  my  master,  "  let  as  regale  ourselves  with  this  benevolent 
liquor,  and  revive  in  your  house  those  ancient  baths  which  you  regret  so 
much/'  He  applauded  my  zeal,  and  during  a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour, 
exhorted  me  to  drink  nothing  but  water.  In  order  to  fttmiliarize  myself 
to  this  prescription,  I  promised  to  swallow  a  great  quantity  every  evening ; 
and  that  I  might  the  more  easily  perform  my  promise,  went  to  bed  with  a 
resolution  of  going  to  the  tavern  every  day. 

The  opposition  I  met  with  at  the  grocer's  house  did  not  deter  me  from 
prescribing  warm  water  and  bleeding  next  day.  As  I  came  out  of  a  house 
where  I  had  been  to  visit  a  frantic  poet,  I  met  an  old  woman  in  the  street, 
who  accosting  me,  asked  if  I  was  a  physician ;  when  I  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  "  Well  then,"  said  she,  "  I  most  humbly  beg  you  will  come 
along  with  me ;  my  niece  was  yesterday  taken  ill,  and  I  don't  know  what 
is  the  matter  with  her."  I  fdlowed  the  old  gentiewoman,  who  conducted 
me  to  a  house,  and  introduced  me  to  a  pretty  neat  chamber,  where  I 
found  a  person  in  bed,  and  going  towards  her,  in  order  to  inquire  into  the 
symptoms  of  her  disease,  was  immediately  struck  with  her  features,  which 
when  I  had  observed  some  minutes,  I  recollected  her  to  be  no  other  than 
the  female  adventurer  who  had  so  dexterously  acted  the  part  of  Camilla. 
As  for  her  part,  she  did  not  seem  to  remember  me ;  either  the  oppres- 
sion of  her  own  distemper,  or  my  physical  garb,  secured  me  from  her 
recollections.  Laying  hold  of  her  arm,  in  order  to  feel  the  pulse,  I  per- 
ceived the  ring  upon  her  finger :  at  the  sight  of  which  I  felt  a  terrible 
emotion,  and  a  violent  desire  of  attempting  to  retrieve  it :  but  considering 
that  the  women  might  fall  a  cr3ring,  and  Don  Raphael,  or  some  other 
champion  of  the  fair  sex,  come  to  their  assistance,  I  was  at  pains  to  resist 
the  temptation,  and  imagining  it  would  be  better  to  dissemble,  and  take 
the  advice  of  Fabricius,  stuck  to  this  last  resolution.  In  the  mean  time 
the  old  woman  pressing  me  to  let  her  know  the  nature  of  her  niece's  dis- 
temper, I  was  not  fool  enough  to  own  myself  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
matter :  but,  on  the  contrary,  affecting  the  man  of  skill,  and  copying  my 
master's  deportment,  I  told  her,  with  great  gravity,  that  the  distemper 
proceeded  from  the  patient's  want  of  perspiration,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, she  must  be  speedily  bled,  evacuation  being  the  only  substitute 
for  perspiration :  I  likewise  prescribed  warm  water,  that  the  rules  of  our 
practioe  might  be  exacUy  observed. 

Having  made  my  visit  as  short  as  possible,  I  ran  to  find  the  son  of 
Nnnnez  whom  I  met  at  the  door,  going  out  to  execute  a  commission  for 
his  paster.  I  told  him  my  new  adventure,  asking,  if  he  thought  I  should 
cause  Camilla  to  be  arrested  in  course  of  law  ?  He  answered, ''  Not  at  all. 
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That  is  not  the  way  to  see  thy  ring  again ;  for  the  officers  of  justice  haie 
to  make  restitution.  Hememher  the  gaol  of  Astorga,  where  thy  horse, 
money,  and  even  thy  clothes  were  detained  by  these  harpies.  We  must 
rather  make  use  of  our  own  industry  in  recovering  thy  jewel :  I'll  undertake 
to  find  out  some  stratagem  for  that  purpose,  and  I  will  think  of  it  in  mj 
way  to  the  hospital,  where  I  carry  a  short  message  to  the  steward  from 
my  master  :  go  and  wait  for  me  at  our  tavern,  and  l)e  not  impatient,  for 
I  will  be  with  thee  in  a  very  little  time." 

He  did  not,  however,  arrive  at  the  rendezvous,  till  after  I  had  been 
there  three  hours ;  and  then  so  disguised,  that  at  first  I  did  not  know  him  : 
for  he  had  changed  his  dress,  twisted  his  hair  into  a  queue,  covered  one 
half  of  his  face  with  a  pair  of  artificial  whiskers,  provided  himself  with  a 
huge  sword,  the  hilt  of  which  was  at  least  three  feet  in  circumference ; 
and  marched  at  the  head  of  five  men  who  looked  as  fierce  as  himself,  and 
wore  also  long  rapiers  and  thick  mustachios.  "Your  servant,  Signor 
Gil  Bias,'*  said  he,  accosting  me :  "  you  see  in  me  an  alguazil  of  a  new 
stamp,  and  in  these  brave  fellows  who  accompany  me,  soldiers  of  the  same 
model.  Show  us  only  &e  house  of  the  woman  wlio  stole  your  diamond, 
and  be  assured  that  we  will  make  her  restore  it  in  a  twinkling."  I  em- 
braced Fabricius  at  this  discourse,  which  explained  the  stratagem  he 
intended  to  put  in  practice  in  my  behalf;  and  assured  him  that  I  very 
much  approved  of  his  expedient.  I  saluted  also  the  false  soldiers,  who 
were  three  valets  and  two  journeymen  barbers  of  his  acquaintance,  whom 
he  had  engaged  to  act  this  part.  Having  treated  the  whole  brigade  with 
wine,  we  went  altogether,  in  the  twilight,  to  Camilla's  lodgings,  and 
knocked  at  the  door,  which  the  old  woman  opening,  and  taking  my 
attendants  for  the  terriers  of  justice  who  never  entered  that  house  without 
cause,  was  seized  with  consternation.  "  Courage,  good  mother,"  said 
Fabricius  to  her,  *'  we  ore  come  hither  only  on  account  of  a  small  bSbot 
that  wiH  soon  be  determined.'*  So  sapng,  we  advanced  to  the  chamber 
of  the  sick  person,  conducted  by  the  old  woman,  who  walked  before, 
lighting  us  with  a  wax  taper  in  a  silver  candlestick.  Taking  the  candle 
in  my  hand,  I  went  towards  the  bed,  and  discovering  my  lace  to  Camilla, 
"  Perfidious  woman !"  said  I,  "  behold  the  too  credulous  Gil  Bias,  whom 
you  have  tricked.  Ah  wretch  I  I  have  found  you  at  last,  and  the  corre- 
gidor,  in  consequence  of  my  information,  has  ordered  this  alguazil  to 
apprehend  you.  Come,  Mr.  Tipstaff,"  said  I  to  IFabridus,  •*  do  your 
office." — **  There  is  no  occasion,*'  answered  he,  raising  his  voice,  "  for 
exhorting  me  to  do  my  duty.  I  remember  that  creature  there,  who  has 
been  a  long  time  marked  in  my  memorandum-book  with  red  letters. 
Rise,  my  princess,"  added  he,   '*  dress  yourself  with  all   dispatch,     t 


ntend  to  be  your  luher,  and  ocHiduct  you  to  the  dty  gaol,  if  you  ttunk 
wdl  of  it." 

At  thcM  words,  CamiHa,  eick  u  she  wu,  percriving  tlut  two  of  hia 
foQowen,  with  the  great  whiskers,  were  about  to  drag  her  out  by  force, 
nt  np  in  her  bed,  duped  her  hands  in  a  snppliant  poatnre,  and  looking 
at  me  with  terror  in  her  eyes ;  "  Signor  Gil  Bias,"  said  she,  "I  conjure 
yoB  by  the  chaste  mother  who  bore  yoa,  to  have  pit^  upon  me  !  though  I 
am  very  gvilty  I  am  Etill  more  nnfortonate '  don  t  mm  me     I  will  restore 


yoor  nog."  So  saying,  she  took  it  from  her  finger,  and  put  it  into 
toy  hand.  But  I  tdd  ber,  my  diamond  alone  would  not  aufQce :  and 
tfiat  she  must,  besides,  make  restitution  of  the  thousand  ducata  wtuch 
had  been  stolen  from  me  in  the  famiahed  lodging.  "  Oh  Signor  1"  she 
replied,  "  do  not  ask  yoor  ducata  of  me ;  the  traitor  Don  Raphael,  whom 
I  have  not  seen  since  that  time,  carried  them  off  the  same  night." — "  Oho, 
my  little  darling,"  said  Fabrioins  to  her,  "  you  think  to  get  out  of  the 
I  Bcnqve  by  denying  yoa  had  any  share  of  the  booty  !  but  you  shan't  be  eo 
easily  quit,  I  aeaore  yon ;  yoor  being  an  accompUce  of  Don  Raphael  is  a 
t  noMOtx  for  obliging  yon  to  give  an  acconnt  of  yoor  past  life. 
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Ycu  have,  doubtless,  a  great  many  things  on  your  conscience,  and  there* 
fore  yon  shaH  go  to  prison,  if  you  please,  and  mdce  a  general  confession. 
I  will  carry  this  old  gentlewoman  thither  also,''  added  he,  "  for  I  imagine 
she  knows  a  great  many  curious  stories  which  the  oorreg^dor  will  not  be 
sorry  to  hear/' 

At  these  words  the  two  women  put  every  thing  in  practice  to  melt  us, 
filling  the  chamber  with  cries*  groans,  and  lamentations.  While  the  old 
woman  on  her  knees,  sometimes  before  the  algoazil,  and  sometimes  before 
his  attendants,  endeavoured  to  move  their  compassion ;  Camilla  implored 
me,  in  the  most  afiecting  manner,  to  save  her  from  the  hands  of  justice. 
Upon  which  I  pretended  to  relent,  saying  to  the  son  of  Nunnez,  "  Mr. 
Officer,  since  I  have  got  my  diamond,  I  am  satisfied.  I  don't  desire  to 
give  this  poor  woman  any  further  trouble ;  and  would  not  even  seek  the 
death  of  a  sinner." — "  For  shame,"  said  he,  "  a  man  of  your  humanity 
vrould  make  a  bad  trooper :  but  I  must  acquit  myself  of  my  commission, 
by  which  I  am  eiipressly  ordered  to  apprehend  these  infimtas;  for  the 
corregidor  wants  to  make  an  example  of  them." — "  For  Heaven's  sake  !'*  I 
replied,  "  have  some  regard  to  entreaty,  and  abate  a  little  of  your  severity 
in  consideration  of  the  present  which  these  leulies  will  offer." — "Oh! 
that's  another  afilair,"  said  he ;  "  that  is  what  we  call  a  figure  of  riietoric 
well  placed ;  come,  let  us  see  what  they  have  got  to  give  me." — "  I  have," 
said  CamiUa,  "a  pearl  necklace  and  ear-rings  of  considerable  value.'* 
Here  she  vras  interrupted  with,  **  Yes,  but  if  they  come  from  the  Philip- 
pine Isles,  rn  have  none  of  them." — "You  may  take  them,  upon  my 
word,  I'll  warrant  them  genuine,"  said  she ;  at  the  same  time  desiring  tiie 
M  woman  to  bring  a  littie  box,  out  of  which  she  took  the  necklace  and 
ear-rings,  and  put  them  into  the  alguazil's  hand,  lliough  he  knew  no 
more  of  jewels  than  I  did,  he  was  persuaded  that  that  the  diamonds  of  the 
ear-rings  were  genuine,  as  well  as  the  pearls  of  the  necklace :  therefore 
having  examined  them  attentively,  "These  jewels,"  said  he,  "seem  to 
be  of  good  water,  and  provided  the  silver  candlestick,  which  Signor  Gil 
Bias  has  in  his  hand,  be  added  to  them,  I  won't  answer  for  my  fidelity." 
— "  I  don't  believe,"  said  I  to  Camilla,  "  that  you  vrill  for  a  trifle  break  off 
a  treaty  so  much  to  your  advantage."  So  saying,  I  gave  the  light  to  the 
old  woman,  and  the  candlestick  to  Fabricius,  who  being  satisfied  with 
what  he  had  got,  because,  perhaps,  he  saw  nothing  else  in  the  room 
which  he  could  easily  carry  off,  said  to  the  ladies  :  "  Adieu,  my  princesses  ; 
live  in  peace.  I  will  speak  to  the  corregidor,  and  represent  you  whiter 
than  snow :  for  such  as  we  can  give  what  turn  we  please  to  things,  and 
never  tell  him  the  plain  truth,  except  when  we  are  under  no  temptatkm 
to  lie." 


3^„    ^*sims 


^ 
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'  vrm  having  in  this  maniier  executed  tlia 
■cbeme  of  Fabricins.  we  left  Camilla's 
L  lodgings,  coogratalatiiig  onnelvea  upon 
.  a  piece  of  lOCceM  that  even  sorpawed 
expectation;  for  we  had  laid  our 
f  account  with  recovering  the  ring  only. 
I  However,  we  carried  off  the  rest  without 
I  cpreinony  j  and,  fur  from  makiiig  a  acm- 
I  pie  of  robbing  coortnana,  we  thought 
we  had  done  a  meritorioua  action.  "  Gen- 
tlemen,"  Mid  Fabridua,  when  he  had  got  into  the  street,  "it  is  tay 
opinun  that  we  should  go  back  to  the  tavern,  and  spend  the  nigjit  in 
making  merry.  To-moiTOW  we  will  sdl  the  candlestick,  neck-loce,  and 
ear-rings,  and  share  the  money  like  brothers,  after  which  we  will  return 
to  our  several  homes,  and  make  the  beat  excuse  we  can  to  oar  maatera." 
This  proposal  of  the  alguazil  seemed  very  reasonable  to  us  bH  :  we  returned 
to  the  taveni.  some  of  oa  believing  we  could  eaaily  find  an  excuse  for 
having  iaaa  abroad,  and  others  not  caring  whether  they  should  be  ^• 
Twiwri^  or  no. 

We  ordered  a  good  anpper,  and  sat  down  to  table  with  as  much 
appetite  as  good  humour.  "Die  repast  was  seasoned  with  a  thousand 
agreeable  sallies ;  and  FabriciaB,  in  particalar,  enlivened  the  conversa- 
tion, and  diverted  us  all  extremely,  by  innumerable  strokes  replete  with 
Castiliaa  salt,  which  is  equal  at  least  to  the  ancient  Attic.  But  while  we 
were  in  this  joyful  dispoution,  our  mirth  was  all  of  a  sudden  overcast  by 
an  unforeseen  accident.  A  man  of  pretty  good  nuen  entered  the  room 
wba«  we  were  at  supper,  fdlowed  by  two  others  of  tenible  aspect :  after 
tbeae  three  more  af^wared ;  and  we  counted  no  less  than  twelve  who 
came  in  thus,  tiiree  by  three,  armed  with  carabines,  swords,  and  bayonet^ 
We  soon   percdved  them  to  be  the  soUierB  of  the  patrole,   and  it  was  not 
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difficult  to  guese  tbeir  intention ;  wherefore  we  but  some  thooghts  kt  first 
of  making  resiattmce  ;  but  they  smrounded  os  in  >&  ioitiBt,  and  kept  us 
in  twe,  as  well  by  their  numbers  as  their  fire-ums.  "  Gentlemen,"  said 
theii  commander  to  us  with  a  eneer,  "  I  know  by  wfakt  ii^enioQS  artifice 
yon  have  recovered  a  ring  from  the  hands  of  a  certain  she-advenbirer ; 
and,  to  be  sure,  the  coatrinnce  is  escelleat,  and  richly  deserrea  a  public 
reccmpeose,  which  yon  shsU  by  no  means  miss,  Ju^ice  has  already 
appointed  an  apartment  for  yon  in  her  own  honae,  and  will  not  fail  to 
rensrd  socb  a  masterly  attempt."  This  discoune  very  niDoh  disooncerted 
aD  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed  :  our  countenances  changed,  and  we 
felt  in  onr  turn,  the  same  fear  with  which  we  had  inspired  Camilla. 
Fabriciua,  however,  thcugb  pale  and  diamayed,  eodeavowed  to  juMify 
what  we  had  done.  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  as  we  had  no  bad  intention,  this 
little  trick  might  be  forgiven." — "  How  the  devil !"  cried  the  command- 


ant in  a  rage,  "  do  you  call  this  a  Uttle  trick  ?  Don't  you  know  that  it  is 
a  hanging  matter?  For,  besides  that  no  man  is  allowed  to  do  justice  to 
himself  without  the  cognizance  of  the  law,  you  have  carried  off  a  candle- 
slick,  necklace,  and  ear-rings  that  did  not  belong  to  you ;  and,  which  is 
■till  worse,  in  order  to  commit  that  robbery,  you  have  disguised  yourselves 
like  tip-staves.  Wretches  1  to  dress  yourselves  in  the  habit  of  such 
hononrable  people  to  do  mischief.     I  shall  think  you  very  lucky,  if  you 
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are  onty  sentenoed  to  the  galleyB."  When  he  had  convinced  us  that  the 
sffiur  iTOB  mnch  more  aeriooB  than  we  at  first  imagined,  we  fell  down 
together  at  his  feet,  and  hegged  he  would  have  pity  on  our  yonth.  But 
our  fOKym  were  unregarded;  and  hesidea,  he  rejected  a  proposal  we 
made  of  quitting  to  him  the  necklace,  ear-rings,  and  candlestick ;  even 
aoy  ring  waa  refnaed,  because  I  suppose  it  was  offered  before  too  much 
ooiD|Mmy.  In  short,  he  waa  quite  inexorable ;  ordered  my  companiona 
to  be  diaarmed,  and  carried  ua  all  together  to  the  public  gaol.  In  our 
way  thither  one  of  the  guard  told  me,  that  the  old  woman  who  lived  with 
Camilla,  auapecting  that  we  were  not  the  real  foot-pada  of  justice,  had 
followed  us  to  the  tavern  ;  and  there  being  confirmed  in  her  opinion,  had 
revenged  herself  upon  ua,  by  informing  the  patrcde  of  the  whole  afiair. 

We  were  immediately  plundered  of  every  thing ;  the  necklace,  diamonds, 
and  eandleatidc  seized  as  also  my  ring;  together  with  the  ruby  of  the 
Fhilppine  Isles,  which  I  had  unfortunately  in  my  pocket.  They  did  not 
even  spare  the  rials  which  I  had  that  day  received  for  my  prescriptions ; 
which  was  a  sure  sign  to  me  that  the  people  belonging  to  justice  at 
VaDadolid,  are  as  expert  in  their  office  as  those  at  Astorga,  and  that  the 
manners  of  all  these  gentlemen  are  every  where  alike.  While  I  was  rifled 
of  my  jewels  and  cash,  the  officer  of  the  patrole  recounted  our  adventure 
to  these  agents  of  the  plunder ;  and  the  afiair  seemed  to  them  of  such  a 
aerioos  nature,  that  the  majority  thought  we  deserved  a  halter :  but  others 
leaa  aevere  imagined  we  might  get  off  for  two  hundred  laahes  each,  and  a 
lew  years'  service  in  the  galleys.  Until  the  oorregidor  should  think  proper 
to  decide  our  afiair,  we  were  locked  up  in  a  dungeon,  where  we  lay  upon 
atraw,  with  which  it  was  strewed  like  a  stable  httered  for  horses.  Here 
we  might  have  renuuned  long  enough,  and  at  last  exchanged  our  habita- 
tion for  the  galleys,  had  not  Signor  Manuel  Ordounez  next  day  heard  of 
oar  misfortunes,  and  resolved  to  procure  the  liberty  of  Fabricius,  which 
he  could  not  do  without  obtaining  also  the  dismissal  of  us  all.  Being  a 
man  very  much  esteemed  in  the  city,  he  did  not  spare  solicitations,  and 
partly  by  his  own  credit,  and  partly  by  that  of  his  friends,  at  the  end  of 
three  days  effected  our  enlargement.  But  we  did  not  come  out  as  we 
had  gone  in;  the  candlestick,  necklace,  and  ear-rings,  my  ring,  ruby  and 
rials  bdng  detained ;  which  made  me  remember  those  veraea  of  Virgil, 
that  begin  with  '*  Sie  vos  $um  vobU.'* 

As  aoon  aa  we  were  aet  at  liberty  we  returned  to  our  masters ;  and 
Doctor  Sangrado  received  me  very  kindly,  saying,  "  My  poor  Gil  Bias,  I 
iad  not  hear  of  thy  misfortune  till  this  morning,  and  was  just  going  to 
make  strong  solicitations  in  thy  behalf.  Thou  must  console  thyself,  my 
friend,  for  this  accident,  and  attach  thyself  more  than  ever  to  physic." 


lis  loox  II. — CHAF.  r. 

— "  Vat  is  my  de«gn."  «ftid  I.  And  truly  I  thought  of  notbilig  eke  Fa 
from  wantiag  bosinew,  it  happened,  rb  my  mturter  had  foretold,  that  dis- 
temper* were  very  rife,  the  nnall  pox  and  putrid  fever  b^nnmg  to  TSngB 
the  aty  and  eubnrbe;  so  that  all  the  physiciana  in  Valladolid,  and  we  in 
particalar  had  ahnndance  of  practice.  Scarcely  a  day  paaaed  in  which  we 
did  not  visit  eig^t  or  ten  patients  each ;  from  whence  it  may  be  easily 
conceited  what  a  quantity  of  blood  was  spilt  and  water  drank.  But,  I 
do  not  luiow  how  it  happened,  all  our  sick  died,  either  on  accoont  of  our 
niHl-practice,  or  because  their  diseases  were  incurable.  Certain  it  is,  we 
very  seldom  had  occasion  to  make  three  visits  to  one  patient ;  at  the 
second,  we  were  either  told  that  he  was  just  going  to  be  buried,  or  found 
him  at  the  last  gasp ;  and  as  I  was  but  a  yoong  physician,  who  bad  not 
yet  had  time  to  be  inured  to  murder,  I  began  to  be  very  uneasy  a*'  the  fata] 
events  which  might  be  hud  to  my  charge.  "  Sir,"  said  I,  one  evening,  to 
Doctor  Sangrado,  "  I  take  Heaven  to  witnow  that  I  follow  your  method 
with  the  utmost  exactness ;  yet,  nevertheless,  every  one  of  my  patients 
leaves  me  in  the  lurch.  It  looks  as  if  th^  took  a  pleasure  in  dying, 
merely  to  bring  oar  practice  into  discredit.     Xbis  very  day  I  met  two  of 


them  going  to  their  long  home."—"  Why  truly,  cluld,"  answered  he,  "  I 
have  reason  to  make  pretty  much  the  same  observation :  I  have  not  often 
the  satislitction  of  curing  those  who  fidl  into  my  hands ;  and  if  I  was  not 
so  sore  as  I  am  of  the  principles  on  wluch  I  proceed,  I  should  tUnk  my 
remedies  were  pemidons  in  almost  all  the  cases  that  come  onder  my 
care." — "  If  you  wiB  take  my  advice.  Sir,"  said  I,  "  we  will  change  our 
method,  and  give  chemical  preparations  to  our  patients,  throngh  curiosi^ ; 
the  worst  that  can  happen  will  only  be,  that  they  produce  the  same  effect 
that  follows  onr  bleedings  and  warm  water." — "  I  would  willmgly  make 
that  experiment,"  he  rephed,  "  provided  it  could  have  no  bod  ctaMeqnencM ; 
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but  I  have  published  a  book,  in  which  I  have  extolled  the  use  of  frequent 
bleeding  and  aqueous  draughts ;  and  wouldst  thou  have  me  go  and  decry 
my  own  work." — '•  Oh  !  you  are  certainly  in  the  right,"  said  I,  **  you 
must  not  give  your  enemies  such  a  triumph  over  you :  they  would  say 
you  are  at  last  disabused ;  and  therefore  ruin  your  reputation :  perish 
rather  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  people !  and  let  us  continue  in  our  old 
path.  After  all,  our  brother  doctors,  notwithstanding  their  aversion  for 
bleeding,  perform  as  few  miracles  as  we  do ;  and  I  believe  their  drugs  are 
no  better  than  our  spedfics." 

We  went  to  work,  therefore,  afresh,  and  proceeded  in  such  a  manner, 
that  in  less  than  six  weeks  we  made  more  widows  and  orphans  than  the 
siege  of  TVoy.  By  the  number  of  burials,  one  would  have  thought  that 
the  plague  was  in  Valladolid ;  and  every  day,  some  father  came  to  our 
house  to  demand  an  account  of  his  son,  whom  we  had  ravished  from  him, 
or  some  unde,  to  upbraid  ub  with  his  nephew's  death.  As  for  the  sons 
and  nephews,  whose  fathers  and  uncles  we  had  dispatched,  they  never 
appeared  to  complain :  the  husbands  too  were  very  civil,  and  never 
cavilled  with  us  about  the  loss  of  their  wives.  But  those  afflicted  people, 
whose  reproaches  we  were  obliged  to  undergo,  were  sometimes  very 
bnrtal  in  their  grief,  and  called  us  ignorant  assassins.  As  they  did  not 
spare  me,  in  particular,  I  was  afflicted  by  their  efnthets  :  but  my  master, 
who  vras  used  to  such  accidents,  heard  them  without  the  least  potion. 
I  might,  perhi^,  in  time,  have  been  accustomed  to  reproach,  as  well  as 
he,  if  Heaven,  doubtless  to  rid  the  sick  people  in  Valladolid  of  one  of 
thdr  most  severe  scourges,  had  not  produced  an  occasion  that  gave  me  a 
disgust  for  physic,  which  I  practised  with  so  little  success. 

There  was  in  our  neighbourhood  a  tennis-court,  to  which  the  idle 
people  in  town  daily  resorted,  and,  among  the  rest,  one  of  your  professed 
bulties,  who  take  upon  themselves  the  office  of  arbiters,  and  decide  all 
(fiffisreneeB  that  happen.  H^was  from  Biscay,  his  name  Don  Bodrigo  de 
Mondngon,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of  an  ordinary  make,  but  lean  and 
mDDBcuIar ;  he  had  two  little  twinkling  eyes,  that  rolled  in  his  head,  and 
threstened  every  body  he  looked  at ;  a  very  flat  nose,  placed  between  red 
whiflkkers,  that  curled  up  to  his  very  temples,  and  a  manner  of  speaking 
BO  rough  and  passionate,  that  his  words  struck  terror  into  everybody. 
This  racket-breaker  had  made  himself  tyrant  of  the  tennis-court,  where 
he  judged  all  the  disputes  that  happened  among  thoBe  who  played  in 
the  moBt  imperious  manner,  and  no  man  durst  appeal  from  his  decision, 
ualeBB  he  could  resolve  to  fight  him  next  day.  Such  as  I  have  described 
DcMi  Bodrigo,  who,  notwithstanding  the  Don  he  had  prefixed  to  his  name, 
was  an  ammt  raacali  he  captivated  the  mistrese  of  the  tenoiB^oourt,  who 
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WBB  a  woman  about  forty  years  of  age,  ridi  an^  agreeable  ennngb,  and  ia 
the  fifteenth  noBth  of  her  widowhood.  I  know  not  bow  he  won  her 
heart  ;  for  doubtlets  it  wu  not  by  his  beauty  ;  bat  surely,  by  thatye  av 
•fot  qmn  which  cannot  be  expressed.  Be  that  u  it  will,  she  had  a 
passion  for  him.  and  actually  designed  to  talie  him  for  her  hosband  ;  bat 
while  preparations  were  making  fiv  the  consummation  of  that  a&ir,  she 
fell  uck.  and  onhippily  employed  me  as  her  physiciBn.  If  her  distemper 
had  not  been  a  malignant  fever,  my  prescriptdone  were  aoffioient  to 
endanger  her  life ;  so  that  in  four  days  I  filled  the  tennis-court  with 
monroing :  the  miatresi  went  the  way  of  all  my  patients,  and  her  rdations 
took  poesesnon  of  her  estates.  Don  Bodrigo,  made  desperate  by  the 
loss  of  his  miatresa,  or  rather  by  being  baulked  in  hia  expMtation  of  a 
very  advantageoos  matdi,  not  only  oorsed  and  reviled  me,  bat  also  swore 
that  he  would  ma  me  throogh  the  body  whenever  be  could  catch  me. 
and  exterminate  me  from  die  face  of  the  earth.  A  charitable  oeq^hboar 
informed  me  of  this  oath,  and  advised  me  not  to  stir  abroad  for  fear  of 
meeting  this  devil  of  a  man.  Iliis  advice,  which  I  had  no  Intention  to 
n^lect,  filled  me  with  ccnfnuon  and  dismay ;  I  hmded  incessantly,  that 
I  saw  this  forio'us  Biacayan  coming  into  the  house ;  and  could  not  enjoy 
one  moment's  rqioae.  This  effeotoally  detached  me  from  p^sii^  and  my 
sole  care  was  how  to  free  myself  from  disqoiet  i  1  resumed  my  eoibrDtdered 
soit,  and  after  having  bid  adieu  to  my  master,  who  eanld  not  peraaide 
me  to  stay,  quitted  the  dty  at  day>braak,  not  withoat  i 
meeting  Don  Rodrigo  in  n^  wi^. 


Igczzs^s 


CHAPTER  VI. 


r  TALLADOUD  ;   AMD  WBU  tliMM  BS  JOINKB 


wALKKD  very&it,  looking  behind  me  from 
tiine  to  time,  to  tee  it  thii  formidable 
Biscftyan  wbb  not  at  my  heels ;  my  ima- 
gination being  so  much  pouewed  by  that 
fellow,  that  I  took  erery  tree  or  boah  I 
Mw  for  him ;  and  every  moment  felt  my 
heart  throb  with  fear.  I  placked  np  my 
conrage  however  when  I  had  got  a  good 
leagne,  and  continued  at  an  eaiier  pam 
my  jonmey  towards  Madrid,  whither  my 
poipoae  wu  to  go.  I  ahonld  have  quitted  Valladohd  without  regret,  had 
I  not  been  aorry  to  part  from  FabricinB,  my  dear  Fyladea,  to  whom  I  could 
Dot  so  mnch  •■  lud  adiea.  Bat  it  gave  me  no  mortification  to  renomice 
jdiyBc :  on  the  contrary,  I  begged  pardon  of  God,  for  having  exercised 
it  at  all ;  though  I  did  not  fail  to  count,  wilJi  pleasure,  the  money  1  had 
in  my  pnrse,  notwithstanding  its  being  the  salary  of  my  asBasBinations : 
in  that  respect  resembling  those  ladies  of  pleasure,  who  reform  their 
morals,  but  nevertheless  keep  last  hold  of  the  wages  of  sin.  My  wholtf 
fortune  amomited  to  pretty  near  the  value  of  five  dncats,  in  rials ;  on  the 
■tFCDgth  of  which  I  expected  to  reach  Madrid,  where  I  did  not  donbt  of 
finding  some  good  |dace  :  .•  besides,  I  longed  passionately  to  see  that 
ragnst  dty,  which  had  been  extolled  to  me  as  the  epitome  of  all  the 
mmden  of  the  world. 

While  I  recollected  sll  that  I  had  heard  in  its  praise  and  enjoyed  its 
fJeamtea  by  anticipation,  I  heard  the  voice  of  a  man  behind  me,  singing 
at  full  stretch ;  he  had  a  leatbem  wallet  on  his  back,  a  guitar  hanging 
about  his  neck,  a  long  sword  by  his  side,  and  walked  so  fast,  that  he  was 
np  with  me  in  a  very  short  time.  Being  one  of  the  two  journeyman 
barbers,  with  whom  I  had  been  imprisoned  in  the  adventure  of  the  ring, 
we  knew  one  another  immediately,  though  onr  dress  was  altered,  and 
were  very  much  surprised  at  meeting  so  unexpectedly  on  the  highway. 
I  asaored  him  that  I  was  extremely  (^  to  have  him  for  a  fellow-traveller ; 
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and  bis  joy  Btcmad  ao  less  at  meeting  ^th  me.  I  tdd  him  my  reasons 
for  qaittiDg  Valladolid ;  and  he  reposed  the  same  confidence  in  me,  by 
iectmg  me  know  that  he  had  quarrelled  with  his  master,  and  Md  him  an 
eternal  adieu.  "  If  I  had  been  inclined/'  added  he,  "to  live  any  longer 
at  Valladolid,  I  could  have  found  employment  in  abundance  of  shops: 
for,  without  vanity,  I  can  handle  a  razor,  and  curl  a  mustachio,  as  well  as 
e'er  a  barber  in.  Spain,  but  I  could  no  longer  resist  the  violent  desire  I  had 
to  visit  the  place  of  my  nativity,  from  which  I  have  been  absent  these  ten 
years :  I  want  to  breathe  my  own  country  air  a  little,  and  know  the  situa- 
tion of  my  funily,  with  whom  I  hope  ta  be  in  two  days ;  for  they  live  at 
a  place  called  OlmedOi  a  marketi^town  on  the  side  of  Segovia/' 

Resolving  to  accompany  this  barber  to  his  own  home,  and  from  thence 
go  to  Segovia,  in  order  to  take  the  opportunity  of  some  convenience  to 
Madrid,  we  pursued  our  joimey,  and  discoursed  of  different  subjects. 
He  was  a  youi^  fellow  of  aome  wit  and  humour :  and  when  we  had  con- 
versed together  for  an  hour»  he  asked  how  my  stomach  was  di^tosed:  I 
answered,  that  he  should  see  at  the  first  inn.  *Upon  which  he  said  :  "  We 
had  better  make  a  pause  in  the  mean  time :  I  have  something  for  breiSc- 
fast  in  my  wallet ;  for  when  I  travel.  I  always  take  care  to  have  provision 
along  with  me:  I  don't  trouble  mys^  with  clothes*  linen,  and  other 
^uelesa  baggage ;  but  resolving  to  have  nothing  superfluous,  fill  my 
knapsack  with  belly-timber,  my  razors,  and  a  wash-ball."  I  commended 
his  prudeaoe ;  and  ^nsented*  with  all  my  heart,  to  the  pause  he  proy^osed ; 
for  I  was  hungry^  and  resolved  to  make  a  good  meal,  which  I  could  not 
but  escpect  after  what  he  had  told  me.  We  turned  a  little  oat  of  the 
highway,  in  order  to  sit  upon  the  grass,  where  my  friend  the  barber  took 
put  his  victuals,  consisting  of  five  or  six  onions,  with  a  few  crustai  of  bread 
and  cheese ;  but  what  he  produced  as  the  best  furniture  in  his  budget, 
was  a  little  bottle  full,  as  he  said,  of  delioate  wine.  Though  our  dishes 
were  not  very  savoury,  hunger,  being  very  urgent  with  as  both«  made  them 
relish  pretty  well ;  and  we  emptied  the  bottle,  which  contained  about  two 
pints  of  a  sort  of  wine  that  I  don't  choose  to  boast  much  of:  after  which 
we  got  ap,  and  continued  our  journey  with  great  good  humour.  The 
barber,  who  had  been  informed  by  Fabncius  that  I  had  met  with  some 
very  particular  adventures,  desired  to  hear  them  from  my  own  mouth ;  a 
satisfaction  I  could  not  refuse  to  a  man  who  had  regaled  me  so  sampta- 
ously.  When  I  had  gratified  his  curiosity,  I  told  him  he  could  do  no  less, 
in  return  for  my  complaisance,  than  recount  the  story  of  his  own  life. 
<«  Oh !  as  for  my  story,"  cried  he,  "  it  is  not  worth  hearing,  as  it  contains 
nothing  but  ordinary  facts:  nevertheless/'  added  he,  "since  we  have 
nothing  else  to  do,  you  shall  hear  it»  aoch^MS  it  is."  So  saying,  he  rdated 
it,  nearly  in  these  words. 


^^L ..I.. .jStf^yRi 


CHAPTER  Vn. 


r  or  TBS  JOCUnTMAN   BABHE. 


XRDiNAHD  Perez  de  la  Faenta,  my  grand- 
wr  (I  go  to  the  fotmtaia  head),  aftt* 
luving  been  fifty  yean  barber  ia  the  village 
of  Olmedo,  died,  and  left  four  soiu,  the 
eldett  of  whom  took  posMBsion  of  hia  ahop, 
and  soccceded  him  in  the  bosinen ;  Ber- 
'  band,  the  Mcond,  having  an  indinatioB 
\  tor  trade,  became  a  meioer ;  Thomas, 
'  who  waa  the  third,  kept  a  achool  i  waA 
the  foortb,  whoae  name  waa  Pedro,  feelinf 
himself  bum  for  the  belUt  iMre*.  aold  a  Uttle  lot  of  ground,  wbidi  he  had 
for  his  patrimony,  and  went  to  hve  at  Madrid,  where  be  hoped  one 
day  to  distinguiih  himaelf  by  hia  wit  and  kamiag  t  hia  three  brotbaia 
however  did  not  Mpaiate,  but  settling  at  Olmedo,  married  the  danghtera 
of  hoabandmen,  who,  in  liea  of  ftntane,  brought  them  abimdance  of 
children,  tHveding  as  if  it  had  been  for  a  wager.  My  mother,  the 
barber's  wife,  brought  biz  into  the  woild,  for  her  ahare,  in  the  first  five 
years  of  her  mairioge,  of  wludi  numbo'  1  am  one.  My  Uher  tanght  ma 
betimes  to  shave,  and  when  I  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifteen  put  this  wallet 
npcm  my  shoolders ;  and  girdingme  with  a  long  sword,  saying  :  "Go,  Diego. 
thoQ  art  now  in  a  condition  to  gain  a  livdihood ;  go  and  aee  the  worid, 
tbon  hast  occasion  for  a  little  travelUug  to  rah  thee  np,  and  make  the* 
perfect  in  thy  bnnness.  March,  and  don't  retnm  to  Olmedo  before  thoa 
hast  made  a  tonr  of  Spain.  Let  me  not  hear  from  thee  nntil  this  bt 
performed."  At  these  words  he  embraced  me  very  affectionately,  and 
tamed  me  oot  of  doon. 

Sach  was  the  behavionr  of  ray  father  at  pirting  with  me.     But  ray 
B  were  not  qmte  aa  rcogh,  leeaied  more  affiscted  oa 
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duiocoMioni  ibeM  fidl  nm«  tears,  juid  even  slipped  >  diuMt  prnratdj 
into  my  hsod.  So  I  qoktod  Obsedo,  and  took  tb«  road  to  Bejovik;  td 
wbic)>i  however,  I  had  not  wal]c«d  above  two  hundred  paces,  when  I 
storied  to  examine  my  knapaack,  bong  deairona  at  sedng  what  it  con- 
tained.  and  of  knowing  iwedaely  the  extent  of  my  poaaesnoo.     I  foaoA 


a  caae  and  two  razors,  so  madi  worn,  that  they  seemed  to  have  shaved 
two  gener^jons,  with  a  thong  of  leather  to  set  them,  and  a  lamp  of  soap  ; 
besides,  there  wan  a  canvass  shirt  qnite  new,  en  old  pair  of  my  father's 
shoea,  snd  what  gave  me  more  pleasare  than  aU  the  rest,  twenty  rials 
wrapped  in  a  linen  rag,  TTus  was  my  whole  fortttne,  by  which  yon  may 
condode,  that  master  Nicholas  the  batbo'  rdied  a  good  deal  on  my  skill, 
since  he  sent  me  away  so  poorly  provided.  Nererthdess,  the  posseasion 
of  a  dncat  and  twenty  rials  did  not  ful  to  charm  a  yonog  fellow  like  me, 
who  had  never  before  been  master  of  coin ;  I  believed  my  funds  were 
inexhaustible,  and  continued  my  journey  in  a  transport  of  joy,  admiring, 
every  moment,  the  hilt  of  my  sword,  which  thmnped  against  my  hams, 
or  got  between  my  legs,  at  every  step." 

Arriving  at  the  nllage  of  Ataqoines,  in  the  evening,  very  sharp-set,  I 
went  to  lodge  at  an  inn,  and,  as  if  I  had  been  a  man  of  fortune,  called 
for  anpper  vritb  an  air  <rf  authority.  The  landlord  having  surveyed  me  for 
aome  time,  and  seeing  whnn  he  had  to  do  with,  said,  m  a  very  obKging 
manner :  "  Master,  yon  ahall  be  satisfied  ;  we  wiH  treat  you  like  a  prince." 
So  saying,  be  showed  me  into  a  httle  room ;  wh^e,  in  a  quarter  of  an 
boar,  they  brought  me  a  ragont  made  of  a  ram  cat,  which  1  ate  as  greedy 
«B  if  it  had  been  composed  of  a  rabbit  or  hare.    lUs  oreeUeot  di^  «a» 
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apcranpwied  iriA,  imB  so  good,  as  he  8«id,  that  the  king  himself  eonld 
not  drhik  better.  Notwithstanding  this  eulogiam,  I  percdyed  it  was 
cursedly  sour :  but  this  did  not  hinder  me  from  doing  as  much  honour  to 
it  as  I  had  ahneady  done  to  the  ragont ;  and,  to  complete  the  treatment 
off  a  prince,  I  was  oondacted  to  a  conch  more  proper  for  encouraging 
watchfulness  than  sleep ;  being  a  truckle-bed,  so  narrow  and  short,  that, 
little  as  I  was,  I  had  no  room  to  lie  in  it  with  my  legs  extended ;  besides^ 
instead  of  a  mattress  and  feather-bed  it  had  only  a  wretched  flock-bed, 
ODvered  with  a  doubled  sheet,  which  had  served  a  hundred  different 
travellers  at  least  since  the  last  washing.  Nevertheless,  in  such  a  conve- 
nience, my  stomach  full  of  ragout,  and  that  delicious  wine  which  the 
landlord  had  recommended,  thanks  to  my  youth  and  constitution,  I 
enjoyed  a  sound  sleep,  and  spent  the  night  without  indigestion. 

Next  day,  after  having  breakfasted,  and  paid  sauce  for  my  good  cheer, 
I  made  but  one  stage  to  Segovia ;  and,  on  my  first  arrival,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  employed  in  a  shop  for  my  board  and  lodging :  here,  how- 
ever, I  stayed  but  six  months ;  being  seduced  by  a  brother  journeyman 
of  my  acquaintance,  who  longed  to  see  Madrid,  and  with  whom  I  set  out 
for  that  city.  There  I  got  a  place  on  the  same  terms  as  at  Segovia,  in  a 
well-accustomed  shop,  much  frequented  on  account  of  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  church  of  Santa  Cruz  and  the  prince's  theatre ;  my  master,  two 
joomeymen,  and  I,  being  scarce  sufficient  to  trim  all  our  customers,  who 
consisted  of  people  of  all  ranks,  and,  among  others,  players  and  authors. 
One  day  two  persons  of  the  last  profession,  being  there  together,  began 
to  discourse  about  the  poetry  and  poets  of  the  time,  and  hearing  them 
mention  the  name  of  my  uncle,  I  listened  to  their  conversation  with  great 
attention.  "  Don  Juan  de  Zavaleta,"  said  one  of  them,  "  is  an  author, 
ia  my  opinion,  beneath  the  public  notice ;  a  cold  genius,  a  man  without 
hausf  i  his  last  piece  has  done  him  infinite  prejudice."—"  And  pray,"  said 
the  other,  "  has  ever  Lewis  Valez  de  Guevara  produced  a  good  work  ? 
Was  ever  any  thing  more  wretched  than  his  performances  ?  "  They  named 
a  great  many  more  poets  whom  I  have  forgotten.  I  remember  only  that 
they  spoke  contemptuously  of  them  all  except  my  uncle,  of  whom  they 
made  honourable  mention,  agreeing  that  he  was  a  lad  of  merit.  "  Yes," 
said  one  of  them,  "  Don  Pedro  de  la  Fnenta  is  an  excellent  writer :  hia 
books  contain  a  delicate  raillery  mixed  with  erudition,  which  makes  them 
agreeaUy  satirical ;  and  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  his  being  esteemed 
by  the  court  and  city,  or  at  hb  receiving  salaries  from  several  grandees." 
"  He  has  indeed,"  said  the  other,  "enjoyed  a  pretty  large  income  these 
Qumy  years :  and,  as  he  lives  with  the  Duke  of  Medina  Goslij  and  fiends 
i,  must  be  worth  a  considerable  sum  of  money." 
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I  did  not  lose  one  word  which  the  poet  said  concerning  my  tmde,  who/ 
we  had  heard  in  the  family,  made  a  noise  in  Madrid  by  his  works,  some 
people  travelling  through  Olmedo  having  told  ns  so ;  but  as  he  neglected 
to  let  us  hear  from  him,  and  seemed  quite  detached  from  his  relations, 
we,  on  our  part,  lived  in  as  great  indifierence  towards  him.  True  blood 
is,  however,  always  g^ded  by  a  sure  instinct :  as  soon  as  I  heard  that  he 
was  in  good  circumstances,  and  knew  where  he  lodged,  I  was  tempted  to 
wait  upon  him  :  though  one  thing  embarrassed  me  not  a  little ;  his  being 
called  Don  Pedro  by  the  authors.  That  Don  gave  me  some  uneasiness, 
«nd  I  was  afraid  he  might  be  some  other  poet  than  my  unde.  I  was  not, 
however,  stopped  by  this  consideration;  but  imagined  that  he  might 
have  been  ennobled  on  account  of  his  wit,  and  therefore  resolved  to  go 
and  see  him.  For  this  purpose,  with  my  master's  permission,  I  dressed 
myself  one  morning  as  well  as  I  could,  and  went  out  of  the  shop,  not  a 
little  proud'  of  being  nephew  to  a  man  who  had  acquired  such  reputation 
by  his  genius.  As  the  barbers  are  not  the  least  vain  people  in  the  world, 
I  began  to  conceive  a  great  opinion  of  myself,  and  strutting  with  a  haughty 
air,  inquired  for  the  house  of  the  Duke  de  Medina  Coeli,  where,  presenting 
myself  at  the  gate,  and  saying  I  wanted  to  speak  with  Don  Pedro  de  la 
Fuenta,  the  porter  pointed  with  his  finger  to  a  lit.le  stair-case  at  the  fur* 
ther  end  of  a  court,  which  he  bid  me  ascend,  and  knock  at  the  first  door 
on  my  right  hand :  I  did  so,  and  a  young  man  coming  out,  asked  if 
Signor  Don  Pedro  de  la  Fuenta  lodged  there.  **  Yes,"  said  he,  •*  but 
you  cannot  aee  him  at  present." — "I  should  be  very  glad,"  I  replied, 
"  to  speak  with  him  :  for  I  bring  him  news  of  his  family." — *'  If  you  could 
bring  him  news  of  the  pope,"  said  he,  "  I  would  not  introduce  yon  to  his 
chamber  just  now ;  for  he  is  composing,  and  when  that  is  the  case,  we 
must  take  care  not  to  disturb  his  imagination :  he  will  not  be  visible  till 
noon ;  so  that  you  may  go,  and  take  a  turn,  and  come  back  about  that 
time." 

I  took  his  advice,  and  walked  through  the  city  the  whole  morning, 
thinking  continually  on  the  reception  I  should  meet  with  from  my  uncle, 
who  I  imagined  would  be  extremely  glad  to  see  me:  I  judged  of  his 
sentiments  by  my  own,  and  preparing  myself  for  a  tender  scene,  retnri^ed 
to  his  lodgings,  with  all  diligence,  at  the  hour  prescribed.  "You  are 
come  in  the  very  nick  of  time,"  said  his  valet,  "  for  my  master  ie  just 
going  out ;  stay  here  a  minute,  and  I  will  let  Aim  know  you  are  come," 
So  sa3ring  he  left  me  in  an  outward  room,  and  returning  in  a  moment, 
conducted  me  into  the  chamber  of  his  master,  whose  face  had  so  much 
of  cur  family  air  in  it,  that  I  was  struck  with  the  resemblance,  and  coold 
not  help  thinking  it  was  my  very  uncle  Thomas  whom  I  had  left  at  home. 
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Having  nhited  him  wi&  profound  respect,  t  told  him  I  vna  the  son  of 
maats  NicbokB  de  la  Fne&ta,  barber  in  Olmedo ;  that  I  had  worked  al 
mj  Aitber'B  buiineai  these  three  weeks  at  Madrid,  in  qualitjr  of  a  journey- 
man; and  that  I  inteuded  to  make  the  tour  of  Spain  for  my  improvement 
Whfle  I  apoke,  my  unde  seemed  to  muee.  considering  in  all  likelihood, 
■Aether  be  ahould  disown  roe  for  his  nephew,  or  get  rid  of  me  in  a  more 
dCEtemw  manner.     He  choae  this  last  method,  and,  affecting  a  smiling 


irir,  ami :  -  W«H,  my  friend,  how  do  thy  &tber  and  unclM  ?  I  hope  they 
■re  io  gvod  dnwnatance*."  Upon  this  I  began  to  describe  &e  plentiful 
propagition  erf  '  ov  family ;  I  told  bim  the  names  of  all  the  children, 
Bde  and  fsnale,  and  even  oomprehended  in  that  list  their  godfathers  and 
foAnotbera.  fie  did  notMem  to  intereat  himaelf  iafinitely  in  my  detail, 
bM  Doadng  to  fata  piipiwc,  Tepbed :  "-  Bieg*,  I  ^prov*  vwy  mnch  of  tl^ 
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resolution  to  travel,  in  order  to  make  thee  perfect  in  thy  profession ;  and 
I  advise  thee  to  leave  Madrid  as  soon  as  possible ;  it  is  a  pemidona  place 
for  youth,  in  which  thoa  wilt  be  ruined,  my  child.  It  will  be  more  for  thy 
advantage  to  reside  in  some  of  the  other  dties  of  the  kingdom,  where 
people's  morals  are  not  so  much  corrupted.  Go/'  added  he,  "  and,  when 
thou  art  ready  to  set  out,  come  and  see  me  again ;  I  will  give  thee  a  pis- 
tole to  hdp  thee  to  make  the  tour  of  Spain."  With  these  words  he 
pushed  me  gently  out  of  his  chamber  and  sent  me  about  my  business. 

I  had  not  sense  enough  to  perceive  that  he  wanted  to  remove  me  at  a 
good  distance  from  him ;  1iut,  going  to  our  shop,  gave  my  master  an 
account  of  what  had  passed.  He  was  as  far  from  discovering  the  intention 
of  Signer  Don  Pedro  as  I  was,  and  said  :  "  I  am  not  at  all  of  your  nnde's 
opinion :  instead  of  advising  you  to  travd,  he  ought  rather,  I  think,  to 
make  it  your  interest  to  stay  in  this  city ;  for,  being  intimate  with  so  many 
persons  of  quaUty,  he  can  easily  settle  you  in  some  great  family,  and  put 
you  in  a  condition  to  make  your  fortune."  Struck  with  this  disoonrse, 
which  flattered  my  imagination,  in  two  days  I  went  back  to  my  unde, 
and  proposed  that  he  should  employ  his  credit  to  procure  admisuon  for 
me  into  the  family  of  some  lord  belonging  to  the  court.  But  this  proposal 
was  not  at  all  to  his  liking :  a  vain  man  like  him,  who  had  free  access  to 
the  great,  and  ate  every  day  at  their  tables,  could  not  brook  his  nephew's 
sitting  with  the  servants,  while  he  dined  with  their  lords ;  in  this  case, 
httle  Diego  wuuld  have  made  Signor  Don  Pedro  blush.  He  did  not  fiiul, 
therefore,  to  refuse  my  request,  and  that  not  in  the  most  civil  manner. 
"  How,  you  little  vagabond,"  said  he  with  a  furious  look,  "  wouldst  thou 
quit  thy  profession  ?  Go,  I  abandon  thee  to  those  who  have  given  thee 
such  pemidous  counsd :  get  out  of  my  apartment,  and  never  set  foot  in 
it  again,  otherwise  I  will  cause  thee  to  be  chastised  as  thou  deservest/' 
Confounded  at  these  words,  and  still  more  at  the  tone  in  which  they  were 
delivered,  I  retired,  with  a  tear  in  my  eye,  jery  much  afiected  at  this 
harsh  behaviour :  but  as  I  was  naturally  brisk  and  haughty,  I  soon  dried 
my  tears,  my  grief  changed  to  indignation,  and  I  resolved  to  take  no 
further  notice  of  this  unkind  rdation,  without  whose  assistance  I  had 
hitherto  made  shift  to  live. 

My  whole  thought  being  now  bent  on  cultivating  my  talent,  I  applied 
to  business,  shaved  aU  day  long,  and  in  the  evening  learned  to  play  on 
the  guitar  by  way  of  recreation.  My  master  for  that  instrument  was  an 
old  Signor  Escudero,  whose  beard  I  trimmed,  and  who  taught  me  music, 
which  he  understood  perfectly  well,  having  been  formerly  chorister  in  a 
cathedral.  His  name  was  Marcos  de  Obregon,  a  sage  person,  who  had  a 
laige  stock  oC  sense  as  well  as  experience,  and  loved  me  as  well  as  if  I 
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hid  be«D  his  own  child.  He  ■erred  in  qnalitjr  of  nahcr  to  a  pbyutnan' 
wife,  who  lived  within  thirty  pwea  of  our  haose,  whither  I  uied  to  go  in 
the  twilight,  when  we  had  left  off  working ;  and  ntting  together  on  the 
tbreahtdd  of  the  door,  we  naed  to  make  a  little  concert,  not  at  all  diugree- 
ahle  to  the  neighboura  ;  not  that  onr  voices  were  exquisite,  hnt  while  we 
thrammed  upon  the  instmment,  ea^  of  ni,  in  onr  torn,  accompanied  it 


with  singing,  and  that  was  aoffioent  to  please  our  aodience.  In  particular, 
we  diverted  Donna  Mei^f^ellina,  the  physician's  wife,  who  used  to  come 
into  the  passage  to  hear  ns,  and  sometimes  made  ne  repeat  the  airs  that 
wore  ntoat  to  her  liking,  faer  bosband  not  being  offended  at  her  enjoying 
this  diversion ;  far  though  he  was  a  Spsfiiard,  and  already  well  stricken 
in  years,  he  was  not  jealous  :  his  professian  engrossed  him  wholly  ;  and 
as  he  returned  fatigued  from  bis  patients  in  the  evening,  he  went  to  bed 
betiuwi^  without  bnng  aJjumed  at  his  wife's  tttention  to  onr  cmoiMrto: 


\tZ  BOOE   1I«— »CHAP.   VII. 

*ti»  probdble,  iiidted,  that  he  did  not  think  them  capahfe  of  making  dail- 
gerous  impreaBions :  and  we  must  observe  that  he  imagmed  he  had  little 
or  no  eanae  to  fear ;  MergeUina  waa  young  and  handsome*  'tis  true,  .bat 
wilhal  so  savagdy  viitoons,  that  she  could  not  eo  mack  aa  endure  the 
look  of  a  man.     He  did  not,  therefore*  begrudge  her  a  paatia&e  that 
seemed  so  innocent  «nd  honourable,  but  left  ns  to  sing  as  modi  as  we 
pleased.      One  evening  when  I  came  to  the  physician's  door,  with  an 
intention  to  play  as  usual,  I  found  the  old  squire    expecting  me,  who 
taking  me  by  the  hand,  said  he  wanted  to  take  a  turn  with  me  before  we 
should  begin  our  <^ncert :  then  leading  me  into  a  by-atreet  where  he 
found  we  could  talk  with  freedom,    "  Son    Diego, "   said  he,    with  a 
melancholy  air,   "  I  have  something  extraordinary  to  disclose :  I  am  afraid, 
my  child,  that  we  both  shaU  have  cauaa  to  repent  of  amusing  ourselves  in 
the  evening  with  concerts  at  my  master's  door.      I  have,  doubtless,  a 
great  friendship  for  you,  and  am  very  wdl  pleased  with  having  taught  you 
to  play  upon  the  guitar  and  sing ;  but  had  I  foreseen  the  misfortune  that 
threatens  us,  please  God !  I  would  have  given  you  your  lessons  in  some 
other  place ! "     Frightened  at  this  discourse,  I  begged  the  usher  to  be 
more  exphcit,  and  tell  me  what  we  had  to  fear :  for  I  was  not  a  man  that 
could  brave  danger ;  nor  had  I,  as  yet,  made  the  tour  of  Spain.     "  I  will," 
said  he,  "  tell  you  what  is  necessary  to  be  known,  that  you  may  compre- 
hend the  jeopardy  in  which  you  are.     When  I  entered  into  the  service  of 
the  physician,  whidi  is  about  a^ear  ago,  he  said  to  me  one  morning,  after 
having  brought  me  into  the  presence  of  his  wife,  *  Marcos,  behold  your 
mistress :   this  is  the  lady  whom  you  are  to  attend  every  where.'     I 
admired  Donna  Mergellina,  I  thought  her  man  than  pretty,  excessively 
handsome,  and  was  particularly  charmed  with  the  agreeable  air  that  dif« 
fused  itself  through  her  whole  mien.     '  Sir,'  answered  I  to  the  physician, 
'  I  am  too  happy  in  being  permitted  to  serve  such  a  charming  lady/ 
MergeUina,  disgusted  at  my  answer,  said  in  a  passion,  '  A  pretty  fellow^ 
indeed  !  methinks  you  take  a  great  deal  of  liberty.     I  want  none  of  your 
compliments — ^not  L'     Such  words  from  a  mouth  so  agreeable,  surprised 
me  very  much ;  I  could  not  reconcile  this  rustic  and  insolent  manner  of 
speaking  with  the  gentle  appearance  of  my  mistress:  but  her  husband, 
who  was  used  to  it,  rejoiced  at  his  having  a  wife  of  such  rare  character, 
told  me  that  his  spouse  was  a  prodigy  ci  virtue :  and  peroeiviag  that  afae 
put  on  her  veil,  and  prepared  to  go  to  mass,  bade  me  ooadnd  her  to 
church.     We  were  no  sooner,  in  the  street,  than  we  met,  which  im  not  at 
all  extraordinary,  several  gentlemen,  who,  struck  wit^  the  fine  ax-  «f 
Donna  MergeUina,  paki  her  a  great  many  compliments  eii  pwsant.    She 
'NfKed  to  them  aU ;  but  you  cannot  imi^|;i&e  how  siUy  and  ridiculoua  bat 


aaswen  iftre.    lEmrj  body  wu  aatouiBhed,  wd  ooold  net  omeem  tltat 
dmc  wu  a  woauB  in  the  world  wbo  eonld  be  displeased  with  pnuM. 


'Ha^im,'  B&id  1  to  her,  'take  no  notice  of  what  is  said  to  you;  it  U 
better  to  keep  lilence,  than  to  speak  in  a  paBsion." — '  No,  no,'  mswered 
she,  ■  I  will  let  these  iaaolent  fellows  know  that  I  won't  be  treated  with 
disreapect.*  In  short,  eo  mnch  im  pertinence  eacaped  her,  that  I  could 
not  help  teffing  her  my  sentiments  at  the  hazard  of  her  displeasure.  I 
repreaenled  to  her,  aa  delicately  as  1  could,  that  she  perverted  nature,  and 
spoiled  a  thoosand  good  qualities  by  her  savage  humour :  that  a  wonun 
at  politeness  and  good-nature  might  inspire  love  without  the  help  of 
beaaty;  whereas,  tix  handaomest  person  in  the  world,  without  meekness 


It4  BOOK   II.— CHAP.   Ylt. 

and  good-breeding,  would  become  the  object  of  contempt.  I  strengtheDed 
these  argaments  with  many  more  of  the  same  kind,  calculated  for  the 
reformation  of  her  behavioor ;  and  after  having  moralized  a  good  deal,  I 
was  afraid  that  my  freedom  would  enrage  my  mistress,  and  bring  upon 
me  some  severe  repartee  :  nevertheless,  she  did  not  rebel  against  my 
remonstrance,  but  contented  herself  with  neglecting  it  entirely,  as  well  aa 
all  the  rest  that  I  was  afterwards  foolish  enough  to  make. 

"  At  length  I  forbore  to  advise  her  of  her  faults,  and  abandoned  her 
to  the  ferocity  of  her  nature.  Meanwhile,  would  you  believe  it?  thia. 
ferocious  disposition,  this  haughty  woman,  is,  within  these  two  montha, 
entirely  changed :  she  is  complaisant  to  every  body,  and  her  behaviour 
most  agreeable;  abi»  is  not  the  same  Mergellina  who  made  such  ailly 
answers  to  the  men  that  said  obliging  things  to  her  :  die  is  become 
sensible  to  praise;  loves  to  be  called  handsome,  and  told  that  a  man 
cannot  look  upon  her  with  impunity ;  and  flattery  is  now  as  agreeable  to 
her  as  to  any  other  woman ;  the  change  is  scarce  credible ;  and,  what 
will  suTprise  you  stiD  more,  you  are  the  author  of  such  a  great  miracle ! 
Yes,  my  dear  Diego,"  continued  the  usher*  "you  have  metamorphosed 
Donna  Mergellina  in  this  manner,  and  converted  that  tigress  into  a  lamb. 
In  one  word,  you  have  attracted  her  notice :  I  have  perceived  it  more 
than  once,  and  I  am  very  much  mistaken  in  the  sex  if  she  haa  not  con* 
ceived  a  most  violent  passion  for  you.  This,  my  child,  is  the  sad  piece 
of  news  I  had  to  disclose,  and  the  troublesome  dilemma  in  which  we 


are." 


«« 


I  can't  see,"  said  I  to  the  old  man,  "  that  we  have  so  much  canae  to 
be  afflicted  at  thia  aflair,  or  that  it  is  a  misfortune  for  me  to  be  beloved  by 
a  handsome  lady." — "Ah,  Diego!"  he  replied,  "you  talk  like  a  youngs 
man :  you  look  only  at  the  bait,  without  perceiving  the  hook ;  you  con- 
aider  only  the  pleasure,  but  I  foresee  the  disagreeable  consequences.  All 
will  come  to  light  in  the  end.  If  you  continue  coming  to  sing  at  our 
door,  you  will  inflame  the  passion  of  Mergellina,  who,  perhaps,  losing  all 
restraint,  will  betray  her  weakness  before  her  husband  Doctor  Oloroso ; 
and  he  who  appears  so  complaisant  at  present,  because  he  believes  he 
aaa  no  reason  to  be  jealous,  will  become  furious,  revenge  himself  upon 
her,  and,  in  all  probability,  make  both  you  and  me  feel  the  efl!ects  of  hia 
rage." — "  Why,  truly,"  said  I,  "  Signer  Marcos,  your  reasons  are  con- 
vincing, and  I  submit  myself  wholly  to  your  advice :  give  me,  therefore, 
directions  how  to  behave  in  order  to  prevent  mischief. " — "  We  have 
nothing  to  do,"  answered  he,  "  but  to  give  over  our  concert ;  appear  no 
more  before  my  mistress ;  and,  when  you  are  no  longer  seen,  she  will 
jTtneve  her  quiet.     Stay  at  your  master's  house,  whither  I  will  oomca 
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and  we  will  play  upon  the  guitar  With  all  without  danger." — "  mr  heart/' 
aald  I,  "  and  I  promise  never  to  set  foot  within  your  door  again."  I 
resolved,  in  good  earnest*  to  be  as  good  as  my  word,  and,  for  the  future^ 
to  keep  myself  dose  in  the  shop,  since  the  nght  of  me  was  so  dangerous. 

In  the  mean  time,  honest   Marcos,  with  all  his  prudence,  found,  in  a 
very  few  days,  that  the  means  he  had  contrived  to  exting^sh  the  flame  of 
Donna  Mergellina  produced   a  quite   contrary  effect.     The  lady,   not 
having  heard  me  sing  for  two  nights  successively,  asked  him  why  we  had 
discontinued  our  conaert,  and  for  what  reason  I   no  longer   appeared? 
He  replied,  I  was  so  busy  that  I  had  not  a  moment  to  bestow  on  my 
pleasures.    She  seemed  satisfied  with  this  excuse,   and  for  three   days 
more  supported  my  absence  with  fortitude  enough  ;   but  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  my  princess  lost  all  patience,  and  said  to  her  squire,  "You 
deceive  me,  Marcos ;  Diego  must  have  some  other  reason  for  not  coming 
hither :  there  is  some  mystery  in  it,  which  I  must  have  explained  :  speak, 
therefore,  I  order  you.  .and  conceal  nothing  of  the  truth." — "Madam," 
answered  he,  making  use  of  another  expedient,  "since  you  must  know 
the  troth,  I  will  tell  you,  that  he  commonly  foond  sapper  over  when  he 
went  home,  after  our  concert ;  and  he  does  not  choose  to  run  the  risk  of 
going  to  bed  with  an  empty  stomach." — '*  How !  with  an  empty  stomach  !" 
cried  she,  with  marks    of  uneasiness ;  "  why  had  you  not   told  me  this 
sooner  ?     Go  to  bed  snpperless !  poor  child !     Go  to  him,  instantly,  and 
bring  him  hither  this  evening.        He   shan't  go  home  with  an  empty 
stomach :  there  sbaU  always  be  a  plate  of  something  reserved  for  him." 

'*  What  do  I  hear  ?"  said  the  usher,  affecting  surprise  at  her  discourse ; 
"  Heavens,  what  a  change  !  Is  it  you,  madam,  that  talk  thus  ?  How 
long  have  you  been  thus  gentle  and  compassionate  ?" — "  How  long !" 
replied  she,  hastily ;  "  since  your  abode  in  this  house ;  or  rather,  since  you 
condemned  my  disdainful  carriage,  and  laboured  to  soften  the  roughness 
of  my  behaviour.     But,  alas!"  added  she,  in  a  melting  strain,   "I  have 

passed  from  one  extremity  to  another ;  from  being  haughty  and  insensible, 

* 

I  am  become  too  soft  and  tender  I  I  love  your  young  fnend  Diego,  in 
^lite  of  aU  my  efforts  to  the  contrary;  and  his  absence,  instead  of 
weakening  adds  new  vigour  to  my  love  I" — "  Is  it  possible,"  said  the  old 
man,  "  that  a  lad,  who  is  neither  handsome  nor  genteel,  should  be  the 
object  of  such  a  violent  passion  \  I  would  forgive  your  sentiments,  had 
they  been  inspired  by  some  gentleman  of  shining  accomplishments."— 
*'  Ah,  Marcos ! "  said  Mergellina,  interrupting  him,  "  I  don't  resemble 
the  rest  of  my  sex ;  or  rather,  notwithstanding  all  your  long  experience, 
you  are  but  little  acquainted  with  women,  if  you  think  that  merit 
always  detenninea  their  choice.    If  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  by  myself* 
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ddiberation  has  no  share  in  their  engagements ;  love  is  a  disorder  of  tht 
mind,  by  which  we  are  involuntarily  dragged  and  fastened  to  the  object ; 
it  is  a  distemper  by  which  we  are  seized  as  dogs  are  with  madness :  cease 
therefore  to  rcproeent  IHego  as  unworthy  ctf  my  tenderness :  let  it  suffice 
that  my  love  finds  in  him  a  thousand  good  qualitiea  which  escape  your 
BOtice,  and  perhaps  only  exist  in  my  imagination.  It  is  in  vain  for  you 
to  tell  mt,  diai  neither  his  features  nor  his  figure  deserve  the  least  atten* 
tion.  He  seems  to  me  bom  to  captivate,  and  fairer  than  the  day !  besides^ 
he  has  a  sweetness  of  voice  that  charms  me,  and,  in  my  opinion,  plays 
On  the  guitar  with  a  graee  peculiar  to  himself/'-**'  But.  Madam,"  replied 
Marcos,  *'  do  you  consider  who  this  Diego  is  ?  the  meanness  of  his  con- 
dition ?  "»-"  Mine  is  not  much  higher  than  his,"  said  she,  interrupting  him 
again,  "and  if  I  was  even  a  woman  of  quaHty,  that  should  be  no 
objection." 

The  result  of  this  conversation  was,  that  the.  usher,  thinking  he  should 
make  little  progress  with  his  remonstrances^  ceased  to  oppose  the  infatu* 
ation  of  his  mistress ;  as  an  expert  pilot  yields  tb  the  storm  that  drives 
him  from  the  port  in  view.  He  did  more  for  the  satisfaction  of  his 
patroness ;  for,  coming  to  me,  he  took  me  aside,  and  having  recounted 
what  passed  between  her  and  him,  "  You  see  Diego,"  added  he,  *'  that 
we  cannot  help  continuing  our  concert  at  Mergellinas  door.  There  is  a 
necessity  for  that  lady*s  seeing  you  again,  my  frieud  ;  otherwise  we  shall 
commit  some  pieee  of  indiscretion,  that  may  do  infinite  prejudice  to  her 
reputation."  I  was  not  hard-hearted,  but  told  Marcos,  I  would  in  the 
twilight  repair  to  the  place  of  assignation,  with  my  guitar,  and  that  he 
might  go  and  regale  his  mistress  with  this  agreeable  piece  of  news.  In 
this  he  did  not  fail ;  and  that  passionate  iuamorala-  was  ravished  to 
uiderstand  that  she  should  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  and  hearing  me 
that  Ytry  evening. 

A  (fisagreeable  accident,  however,  had  well  nigh  baulked  her  expectation ; 
for  I  could  not  leave  the  shop  before  night,  which,  for  my  sins,  was 
extremely  dark ;  and  as  I  groped  along  the  street,  and  had  got  about 
half  way  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  1  was  crowned,  from  a  window,  with 
the  contents  of  a  perfuming  pan,  that  did  not  at  all  delight  my  sense  of 
smelling ;  though  I  may  safdy  say,  I  lost  none  of  it,  so  exactly  was  I 
equipped.  In  this  condition,  I  did  not  know  what  course  to  take.  Had 
I  returned  to  the  shop,  I  should  have  afibrded  a  very  diverting  scene  to 
ny  oomrades  and  exposed  mysdf  to  a  thousand  unsavoury  jests ;  and  I 
was  shocked  at  the  thought  of  going  in  this  fine  pickle  to  Mergellina : 
this  last,  however,  I  resolved  upon,  and  going  to  the  physidsn's  house, 
found  the  old  squire  waiting  for  me  at  th^  door ;  when  he  told  me,  that 


IXictor  Oloroso  being  in  bed,  we  miglit  freely  divert  ourselves  ;  I  answered. 
*'  I  must  fint  clean  my  clotbes  ;"  and  then  related  my  mitfortune.  He 
sympathised  with  me,  and  conducted  me  into  a  hall  where  hia  mittreai 
waa,  who  no  aoooer  learned  my  adventure,  and  saw  my  condition,  than 
abe  grieved  for  me  as  much  aa  if  I  had  met  with  the  givatest  miiftntune; 
■nd  bestowed  a  tbonaand  coraee  on  the  person  who  had  thus  accommo- 
dated me,  "  Bat,  madam,"  said  Marcoa  to  her,  "  moderate  y omr 
ttvo^Kirta :  and  consider  that  this  event,  being  the  pore  effect  of  chance, 
onght  not  to  be  so  deeply  resented." — "  Why  should  not  I,"  answered 
she,  "  deeidy  resent  the  injury  that  has  been  done  to  this  poor  lamb,  thia 
dove  without  gall,  who  does  not  even  complain  of  the  outrage  he  haa 
received  }     O  that  I  was  a  maa  this  moment  to  revenge  it !  " 

She  laid  a  thousand  things  more  that  denoted  the  ezceaa  of  her  love; 
which  ahe  made  appear  no  less  by  her  actions  :  for  while  MarcM  was 
bosied  in  wiping  me  with  a  towel,  she  ran  to  her  chamber,  and  fetched 
fnim  it  a  box  fiiB  of  all  sorts  of  perfumes,  sweetening  my  dothea  with  the 
•cent  of  odoriferoua  drugs  which  she  burned,  and  afterwards  sprinkling 
r  with  essences,  llie  fumigation  and  aspersion  performed, 
«  lady  went  herself  into  the  kitchen  for  some  bread,  wine 
I  ot  routed  mutton,  which  abe  had  set  apart  f»r  n 
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ment :  and  obligiag  me  to  eat,  took  pleasure  in  serving  me,  sometimes 'b3r 
cutting  me  victuals,  and  sometimes  by  filling  wine,  in  spite  of  all  that 
Marcos  and  I  could  say  to  dissuade  her  from  such  condescension.  When 
I  had  supped,  we  gentlemen  of  the  band  began  to  tune  our  voices  to  our 
guitars,  and  performed  a  concert  that  tsharmed  Mergellina.  We  afiected, 
indeed,  to  sing  those  aif  s,  the  word6  of  which  flattered  her  passion ;  and 
it  must  be  observed,  that  while  I  sang,  I  frequently  ogled  her  with  the 
tail  of  my  eye  in  such  a  manner,  as  blew  the  coals  of  love :  for  I  began 
to  be  pleased  with  the  game.  Although  the  concert  lasted  a  long  time, 
I  was  not  at  all  tired ;  and  as  for  the  lady,  to  whom  the  hours  seemed 
minutes,  she  would  willingly  have  spent  the  night  in  hearing  us ;  had  not 
the  old  usher,  to  whom  the  minutes  seemed  hours,  put  her  in  mind  of  its 
being  late.  This  she  gave  him  the  trouble  to  repeat  ten  or  twelve  times ; 
but  she  had  to  do  with  one  who  was  indefatigable  on  that  subject,  and 
who  gave  her  no  rest  until  I  was  gone.  This  experienced  person,  seeing 
his  mistress  abandoned  to  a  foolish  passion,  was  afraid  of  some  cross 
accident :  and  his  fear  was  soon  justified ;  for  the  doctor,  either  suspect- 
ing some  secret  intrigue,  or  agitated  by  the  demon  of  jealousy,  who  had 
respected  him  hitherto,  took  it  in  his  head  to  find  fault  with  our  concerts, 
which  he  forbade  in  a  peremptory  manner,  and,  without  giving  any  reason 
for  his  disgust,  declared  that  for  the  future  he  would  suffer  no  stranger  to 
<X)me  within  his  doors. 

Marcos  advertised  me  of  this  dedaration,  which  was  particularly  intended 
for  me,  and  mortified  me  not  a  little,  for  I  had  conceived  hopes  I  was 
sorry  to  forego.  Nevertheless,  that  I  may  act  the  faithful  historian,  I  will 
own  that  I  bore  the  misfortune  with  patience.  This  was  not  the  case  with 
Mergellina,  whose  sentimentb  were  more  inflamed  than  ever.  "  My  dear 
Marcos ! "  said  she  to  the  usher,  "  from  you  alone  I  expect  assistance : 
fiedl  upon  some  method,  I  beg  of  you,  to  bring  Diego  and  me  together  in 
private." — "  What  do  you  ask  ?  "  cried  the  old  man  in  a  rage ;  "  I  have 
been  already  but  too  complaisant,  and  will  not  undertake,  by  gratifying 
your  silly  passion,  to  dishonour  my  master,  ruin  your  reputation,  and 
entail  infamy  upon  myself.  I,  who  have  always  maintained  the  character 
of  an  irreproachable  domestic !  I  will  rather  quit  your  family  than  serve 
you  in  such  a  shameful  manner." — "  Ah,  Marcos  ! "  cried  the  lady,  inter- 
rupting him,  and  frightened  at  his  last  words,  *'  yon  pierce  my  very  heart, 
when  you  talk  of  leaving  me !  Cruel  man !  are  you  going  to  forsake  me 
now,  after  having  reduced  me  to  this  condition !  Give  me  back  my  former 
pride,  and  that  savageness  of  disposition  you  have  deprived  me  of !  Why 
do  I  not  still  possess  these  happy  defects,  which  would  have  preserved  my 
tranquiUity ;  whereas  your  indiscreet  remonstrances  have  robbed  me  of  the 


npoK  I  a^oyed  1  Yoa  have  aurrnpted  my  morals  by  endeavouring  to 
COTTBct  them.  Bat  what  do  I  «ay,"  added  Ae,  "  wretch  that  I  am !  why 
do  I  nfM-OBch  yon  unjustly  !  No,  my  father,  you  are  not  the  anthor  of 
oiy  inwfortone,  which  cniel  late  alone  decreea  I  Don't  therefore  take 
notice,  I  oonjore  yoa,  of  the  extravagant  discxnirBe  that  eac^>es  me  1 
Alas  !  IDT  pawion  diaorders  my  nnderstanding  I  Have  pity  on  my  weak- 
Beaa ;  yoa  an  all  my  comfort,  and  if  yon  have  any  regard  for  n^  life,  do 
not  refnae  yonr  a   ' 


At  tbeae  worda,  her  tears  redoubling  in  inch  a  manner,  that  she  could 
not  go  on,  she  covered  her  lace  with  her  handkerchief,  and  threw  herself 
■pen  her  chair  like  a  person  siitking;  under  affliction.  Old  Marcos,  who 
was  perhaps  the  best  soul  of  an  nsher  that  ever  lived,  could  not  resist  snch 
a  moving  ri^t,  which  afiected  him  so  mnch,  that  he  even  mingled  hia 
tears  with  those  of  his  mintress,  and  said,  with  an  air  of  tenderness : 
"  Ah,  Madam,  how  bewitching  yoa  are  !  lamnotproof  against  yonr  sorrow! 
My  virtue  is  vanquished,  and  I  promise  yon  my  aBsistance.  I  am  not 
torpriscd  that  love  has  been  able  to  make  you  forget  yonr  daty,  when 
pity  only  hat  severed  me  from  mine."  Accordingly,  the  nsher,  in  spite  of 
his  irreproachable  conduct,  devoted  himadf  very  obligin^y  to  the  passion 
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of  Mergellioa,  and  having  come  one  monung  to  infonn  em  of  vhat  bwl 
happened,  tidd  me  at  parting,  that  he  had  already  concerted  a  plan  for 
procoring  the  se«7et  interriew  between  the  lady  and  me.  Thii  re-animated 
my  hope  bat  m  leal  than  two  honn  after  I  recdved  a  piece  of  very  bad 
news.  A  jomneymon  apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood,  one  of  our  cut-' 
tomers,  came  in  to  be  shaved,  and  while  I  prepared  the  lather,  said :  "  Signor 
Diego,  what  is  the  matter  with  yoar  friend,  the  old  .squire,  Marooa  de 
ObregOD  ?  Do  yon  know  that  he  is  going  to  leave  Doctor  Oloroso  ?  " 
Upon  my  answering  in  the  negative,  he  resumed,  "  It  is  certainly  true  ; 
he  is  to  be  dismissed  this  very  day  :  his  master  and  mine'  have  been  just 
talking  on  that  subject,  while  I  was  by ;  and  to  the  best  of  my  remem- 
brance, th«r  conversation  was  thus :  '  Signor  Apontador,'  said  the 
phyudan,  '  I  have  a  favour  to  ask :  being  dissatisfied  with  an  old  nsher 
who  has  served  me  some  time,  I  want  to  pnt  my  wife  under  the  direction 
of  a  fidthJid,  severe,  and  vigilant  duenna.' — '  I  understand  you,'  said 
my  master,  interrupting  him,  'you  have  occasion  for  Dame  Melancia, 
who  was  my  wife's  govemante,  and  has  hved  in  the  family  these  six  weeks 
that  I  have  been  a  widower :  though  she  is  very  useful  to  me  in  house- 
keeping, I  yield  her  to  yoo,  on  accoont  of  my  concern  for  your  hononr. 


Yon  may  depend  upon  her  for  the  safety  of  yonr  fiwriiead :  she  is  a  jewel 
(rf  a  duenna*,  and  a  very  dragon  to  guard  the  chastity  <rf  the  female 
•ex ;  daring  the  whole  term  of  twelve  years  that  she  was  with  my  wife, 
who,  you  know,  was  both  young  and  handsome,  I  never  saw  so  much  as 
the  shadow  of  a  gallant  in  my  house.  No,  faith  !  it  was  no  place  for  them 
to  play  pranks  in  ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  the  defunct,  in  the  beginning,  had 
a  strong  propensty  to  coqnetry,  but  Dame  Melantaa  soon  reclaimed,  and 
in^ired  her  with  a  taste  for  virtue.  In  a  word,  she  is  a  treasure,  and  yon 
will  thank  me  more  than  once  for  the  present  I  make  of  her.'  The 
doctor  was  rej(»ced  at  this  encominm  ;  and  Signor  Apontador  and  he  are 

*  Tfae  dnenou  it  diicreet  ftnales  of  s^pioved  fidelitj,  to  whose  caie  the 
Spaniards  conunit  the  cliutity  of  their  wtres  and  daofhtcii;  an  offlce  happily 
aaclnded  from  ttb  land  of  viitnous  freedom. 
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igreed,  tliat  the  duenna  eball  this  very  day  fill  the  place  of  the  old  naher/* 
This  piece  of  news,  which  I  helieved,  and  was  certainly  tnie»  disturbed 
tbe  ideas  of  pleasure  with  which  I  had  begun  again  to  regale  myself; 
and  Marcos,  in  the  afternoon,  confounded  them  efiectually,  by  confirming 
the  report  of  the  joumejrman  apothecary.  *'  My  dear  Diego/'  said  the 
hcMiest  Qsher,  '*  I  am  very  glad  that  Doctor  Oloroso  has  dismissed  me :  a 
drcumetance  that  spares  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  for  I  not  only  found 
myself  engaged  in  a  bad  employment,  but  likewise  under  a  necessity  of. 
contriving  tricks  and  stratagems  to  bring  Mergellina  and  you  together  in 
private.  What  a  dilemma  had  I  brought  myself  into !  Hiank  Heaven, 
I  am  freed  from  these  troublesome  cares,  and  the  dangers  that  attend 
them  !  For  your  part,  my  son,  you  ought  to  console  yourself  for  the  loss 
of  a  few  sweet  moments,  which  might  have  been  followed  by  numberless 
sorrows/'  I  relished  the  refiection  of  Marcos,  because  I  no  longer  had 
any  hopes ;  and  thought  no  more  of  the  affiur.  I  confess  I  was  not  one 
of  those  stubborn  lovers  who  are  animated  by  the  obstacles  in  their  way ; 
but  had  I  been  such  a  one.  Dame  Mekncta  was  enough  to  make  me  quit 
my  pursuit :  for  the  character  I  had  heard  of  that  duenna  seemed  capable 
of  driving  any  gallant  to  despair.  Nevertheless,  in  whatever  colours  she 
had  been  painted  to  me,  I  learned  two  or  three  days  after,  that  the 
doctor's  wife  had  either  lulled  this  Argus,  or  corrupted  her  fidelity.  As  I 
went  out  to  shave  one  of  our  neighbours,  a  decent  old  woman  stopping 
me  in  the  street,  asked  if  my  name  was  not  Diego  de  la  Fuenta ;  when  I 
answered.  Yes.  '*Well  then,"  said  she,  "you  are  the  person  I  want. 
Come  this  night  to  Donna  Mergellina's  door,  and  make  some  signal  by 
which  yon  may  be  known  and  admitted  into  the  house/' — "  Very  well," 
said  I  to  her,  "  we  must  first  agree  upon  the  signal.  I  can  mimic  a  cat 
charmingly,  and  will  mew  several  times." — "  That's  enough,"  replied  this 
i^e-mercury«  *'  I  will  report  your  answer.  Your  servant,  Signor  Diego, 
Heaven  bless  you,  how  handsome  you  are !  By  St.  Agnes,  if  I  were  but 
fifteen  years  old,  I  would  not  choose  to  engage  you  for  others."  So 
laying,  the  officious  beldame  went  away. 

Yon  may  well  think  that  I  was  furiously  agitated  by  this  message. 
Adieu  the  reflection  of  Marcos!  I  expected  night  with  the  utmost 
impatience,  and  when  I  thought  Doctor  Oloroso  might  be  asleep,  went  to 
the  door,  where  I  mewed  so  loud  as  to  be  heard  at  a  good  distance,  and 
£d  great  honour  to  the  master  who  taught  me  such  a  poHte  art.  In  a 
moment,  Mergellina  herself  having  opened  the  door  sofdy  and  let  me  in, 
shut  it  again  in  the  same  manner ;  and  we  went  together  into  the  hall 
where  our  last  concert  was  held,  and  which  was  lighted  by  a  small  lamp 
that  glimmered  in  the  chimney :  we  sat  down  close  by  one  another,  for 
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the  benefit  of  oon^erdng  more  at  our  ease;  and  -wen  both  very  miusk 
•fleeted :  witb  this  difRsrenoe,  however,  that  pleasure  alone  was  the  ocGa> 
aion  of  her  emotion ;  while  mine  partook  a  little  of  fear.    My  princees  in 
vain  assured  me,  that  we  had  nothing  to  dread  on  account  of   her 
husband ;   I  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  shivering  that  disturbed  my  joy. 
"  Madam/'  said  I  to  her,    "  how  have  you  been  able  to  deceive  the 
vigilance  of   your  govemante?      After  what  I  have    heard  of   Dame 
Melancia,  I  did  not  think  it  possible  for  you  to  find  means  to  let  me  hear 
from  you»  much  less  to  g^ve  me  a  personal  interview."    Donna  Mergellina. 
smiling  at  my  discourse,  answered,  "  You  will  cease  to  be  surprised  at 
the  private  opportunity  we  now  enjoy,  after  I  have  told  you  what  passed 
between  my  duenna  and  me.    When  she  came  first  into  the  family,  my 
husband  loaded  her  with  civilities,  and  said  to  me, '  MergeUina,  I  commit 
yqu  to  the  conduct  of  this  discreet  gentlewoman,  who  is  a  summary  of 
all  the  virtues ;  a  mirror  whidi  you  must  always  have  before  your  eyes, 
for  your  improvement  in  wisdom:   this  admirable  person  governed  an 
apothecary's  wife,  a  friend  of  mine,  twelve  years ;  and  that  in  such  an 
uncommon  manner,  that  she  became  a  kind  of  saint,  under  her  instruction/ 
"  This  encomium,  which  the  severe  look  of  Dame  Melanda  did  not 
belie,  cost  me  a  world  of  tears,  and  threw  me  into  despair.     I  represented 
to  myself  the  lectures  I  must  hear  from  mom  to  night,  and  the  rebukes  I 
must  every  day  undergo.     In  short,  I  expected  to  be  the  most  unhappy 
woman  in  the  world :  and  thinking  it  needless  to  be  on  the  reserve,  in 
such  a  cruel  state  of  expectation,  I  said  to  my  duenna,  with  a  resolute 
air,  as  soon  as  I  found  myself  alone  with  her,  '  You  are  doubtless  preparing 
a  great  many  sufierings  for  me;   but  I  think  proper  to  advertise  yoa 
beforehand,  that  I  have  not  a  great  deal  of  patience;   and  that  I  will 
endeavour  to  g^ve  you  as  many  mortifications  as  I  can :  in  the  mean  time, 
I  declare  that  my  heart  entertains  a  passion  which  all  your  remonstrances 
shall  not  impair;    so   you  may  take   your    measures    accordingly,  and 
redouble  your  vigilance ;  for  I  confess  I  will  spare  nothing  to  deceive  it.* 
At  these  words,  the  grim-faced  duenna,  who,  I  imagined  was  about  to 
give  me  a  sample  of  her  office,  cleared  up  her  austere  countenance,  and 
said  with  a  smiling  air, '  I  am  charmed  with  your  humour ;  your  frankness 
encourages  mine,  and  I  see  we  are  designed  for  one  another.     Ah,  my 
fair  MergeUina !    how  littie  are  you  acquainted  with  me  when  you  judge 
by  the  character  your  spouse  the  doctor  gives  me,  and  by  this  sour  aspect 
I  assume  I  I  am  so  fEu*  from  being  an  enemy  to  pleasure,  that  my  sole 
motive  for  hiring  myself  as  the  minister  of  jealous  husbands,  is,  that  I 
may  the  more  effectually  serve  the  handsome  wives.     I  have  long  pos- 
sessed the  great  mystery  of  disguising  myself;   and  I  may  call  myself 


doaUy  bi¥IT>  beowiM  I  enjoy  the  convenience  of  ein  and  the  repotatioi 
of  Tirtne  at  the  Mine  tune  Between  you  and  me,  this  ia  the  scope  o 
aoankind  m  general  virtne  itself  u  too  difficult  to  be  acquired  ;  anc 
tiienfore  people  are  satisfied  vith  poseeat  ng  the  appearance  of  it. 


"  '  Leave  your  conduct  to  mj  direction,'  added  the  govemante,  '  and  I 
vamnt  yoa  will  soon  impose  upon  old  Doctor  Oloroso,  who,  by 
my  troth,  shall  soon  share  the  fate  of  Signor  Apuntador ;  for  I  don't  see 
why  the  forehead  of  a  physician  should  be  more  respected  than  that  of 
an  apothecary.  Poor  Apnntador  1  how  many  tricks  his  wife  and  I  have 
played  himl  She  was  a  lovely  creature!  a  good-humoured  soul. 
Heaven  re«t  it !  I  can  eaaore  you  ehe  made  a  good  use  of  her  youth  t 
and  did  not  want  abundance  of  admirers,  whom  I  introduced  to  the  hooae 
without  ever  being  discovered  by  her  husband :  look  upon  me,  therefore, 
madam,  with  a  more  favourable  eye,  and  be  pereueded,  that  whHtever 
talent  the  old  squire  might  have  for  your  service,  you  will  lose  nothing  by 
the  change,  and  perhaps  find  me  still  more  usefiil  than  he  wud.' 
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"  I  leave  you  to  judge,  Diego,"  ooatinned  MergeDiiUv  "bow  much  I 
thought  myielf  obliged  to  the  duenna  for  thi«  frenk  dedaration,  Ux  T 
looked  upon  ber  as  a  peraon  of  the  most  austere  virtoe ;  bo  apt  are  people 
to  be  deceived  in  women.  Her  Bincerity  gained  my  heart  in  a  moment ; 
I  embraced  her  in  a  truDaport  of  joy,  that  oonvinccd  her  how  much  I  was 
diarmed  with  mj  lot,  in  having  her  for  a  govemante ;  and  afterwards 
freely  imparted  my  aentimentB  to  her,  and  begged  that  she  would,  without 
loBS  of  time,  contrive  a  privBte  meeting  with  yon,  which  she  has  not 
fiiiled  to  procure.  Thin  very  morning  she  aet  at  work  Ibat  old  woman 
who  spoke  to  yon,  and  who  is  an  agent  whom  she  often  employed  for  the 
apothecary's  wife.  But  the  moot  pleasant  port  of  this  odTentore,"  added 
ahe,  langbing,  "is,  that  Mdanda.  understsjuling  from  me  that  my 
husband  commonly  sleeps  Bound,  baa  gone  to  bed  to  him,  and  this  very 
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minute  sapplies  my  place." — "  So  much  the  worae,  madam,"  a»a  I  to 
MergeQino,  "  I  cannot  approve  this  invention :  your  husband  may  wake 
and  perceive  the  cheat." — "  He  cannot  perceive  it,"  answered  she,  with 
■ome  precipitation ;  "  do  not  be  uneasy  on  that  score,  nor  let  a  groundleM 
panic  poison  the  delight  you  ought  to  enjoy  with  a  young  lady  who  baa  ft 
regard  for  you." 

The  old  doctor's  wife,  observing  that  I  was  BtiU  dismayed,  notwith- 
standing  her  assurance,  did  every  thing  in  her  power  to  encourage  me, 
and  practised  so  many  different  endeavours  fca"  that  purpose,  that  sb« 
sQcceeded  at  last,  and  I  resolved  to  profit  by  the  occasion ;  but  just  oa 
Cupd,  attended  by  the  Sports  and  Smiles,  was  about  to  crown  my 
bappinese,  we  were  astonished  by  a  load  rap  at  the  street  door.  Immediately 
Love  and  his  train  took  wing,  like  a  flock  of  fearful  birds  dispersed  by 
sudden  noise !  Mergellina  concealed  nte  in  a  hurry  under  a  table  that 
was  in  the  hallj  then  blowing  out  the  lamp,  as  bad  been  agreed  apon 
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between  her  govemante  and  her,  in  case  sach  a  croBS  accident  should 
happen,  she  went  to  the  chamber  where  her  husband  was  a-bed.  In  the 
mean  tune  the  whole  house  rung  with  the  repeated  knocks  that  were 
thondered  at  the  door ;  and  the  doctor,  starting  out  of  his  sleep,  called 
Melancia.  The  duenna,  jumping  out  of  bed,  although  the  doctor,  who 
mistook  her  for  his  wife,  bid  her  lie  still,  joined  her  mistress  in  the  dark, 
who,  feeling  her,  called  Melancia  also,  and  bid  her  go  and  see  who 
knocked  at  the  door :  "  Madam,'*  answered  the  govemante.  "  I  am  here ; 
go  to  bed  again,  if  you  please,  and  I  will  go  and  see  what  is  the  matter." 
Meanwhile  Mergellina,  having  undressed,  slipped  into  bed  to  the  doctor, 
who  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  the  trick.  'Tis  tnie«  indeed,  this  scene 
was  performed  in  the  dark  by  two  actresses,  one  of  whom  was  matchless 
in  her  way,  and  the  other  an  admirable  proficient. 

The  duenna,  wrapped  in  a  robe  de  chambre,  appearing  soon  after  with 
k  candle  in  her  hand,  said  to  her  master,  "  Signor  Doctor,  be  so  good  as 
to  rise :  the  bookseller,  Fernandez  de  Buendia,  our  neighbour,  has  Men 
into  an  apoplexy,  and  you  are  desired  to  go  with  all  haste  to  his  assist- 
ance."  The  physician  dressed  himself  as  soon  as  he  could,  and  went 
away ;  while  his  wife,  in  a  loose  gown,  came  along  with  the  duenna  into 
the  hall  where  I  was,  and  drawing  me  from  under  the  table,  more  dead 
than  alive,  "You  have  nothing  to  fear,  Diego,'*  said  she;  "recollect 
yourself."  Then,  in  a  few  words,  she  told  me  what  had  happened,  and 
wanted  to  renew  the  conversation  which  had  been  interrupted ;  but  this 
the  govemante  opposed,  saying,  "Madam,  perhaps  your  husband  will 
find  the  bookseller  dead,  and  return  immediately.  Besides,"  added  she, 
perceiving  me  benumbed  with  fear,  "  what  would  you  do  with  this  poor 
lad  ?  He  is  in  no  condition  to  maintaia  the  conference,  which  you  had 
better  defer  till  to-morrow."  Donna  Mergellina  consented  to  this  pro- 
posal, not  without  regret ;  so  well  did  she  love  the  present  time :  and  I 
believe  she  was  very  much  mortified,  that  she  could  not  then  bestow  upon 
the  doctor  the  new  cap  she  had  destined  for  him. 

As  for  my  own  part,  less  sorry  for  having  been  balked  of  love's  most 
precious  favours,  than  glad  to  be  out  of  danger,  I  went  back  to  my 
master's  house,  where  I  spent  the  night  in  reflecting  upon  the  adventure.  I 
hesitated  some  time  about  going  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  next  night, 
having  as  bad  an  opinion  of  this  second  enterprise  as  of  the  first :  but  the 
devil,  who  is  always  laying  close  siege  to  us.  or  rather,  on  such  occasions 
takes  possession  of  our  faculties,  suggested  that  I  should  be  a  great  booby 
to  stop  short  in  the  middle  of  such  a  delightful  journey,  represented  to 
my  fancy  Mergellina  adomed  with  new  charms,  and  heightened  the  value 
of  the  pl^ures  that  awaited  me :  so  that  I  resolved  to  pursue  my  point, 
and  flattering  myself  with  the  hope  of  behaving  with  more  courage  than 


bffbre,  I  repaired  in  this  dispoaition  to  the  doctor's  door,  between  eleven 
uid  twelve  next  nigbt,  wtiich  wu  so  dark  that  not  one  star  appeared  in 
the  firmament.  I  mewed  two  or  three  times  to  give  notice  that  I  was  in 
the  street ;  and  nobody  coming  to  the  door,  I  not  only  repeated  the 
signal,  bnt  also  mimicked  all  the  difierent  expressions  of  a  cat,  which  a 
shepherd  of  Olmedo  had  taught  me ;  and  acquitted  mjself  so  well,  that  a 
neighbour  going  home,  and  mistaking  me  for  one  of  those  animals  whose 
notes  I  imitated,  took  up  a  flint  stone  he  found  at  his  feet,  and  threw  it 
•t  me  with  his  whole  strength,  saying,  "  Cnrse  on  the  caterwanler !"  I 
received  the  blow  upon  my  bead,  which  stunned  me  ao  mncb,  that  I  had 
well  nigh  tumbled  backwards.  I  felt  myself  wounded :  a  rircnmstance 
suffiraent  to  give  me  a  disgust  to  gallBntry ;  and  losing  my  love  with  my 
blood,  returned  to  our  house,  where  I  alarmed  and  twsed  the  whole  family. 
My  muter  examined  and  dressed  my  woand,  which  he  thought  danger- 
ens  ;  bat  it  was  attended  with  no  bad  consequence,  and  in  three  weeks 
disappeared.  Daring  all  that  time  I  heard  not  one  syllahte  about  Her- 
gellina :  and  it  is  not  oolikely  that  Dame  M elanda,  in  order  to  detach 
her  from  me,  introduced  her  to  some  better  acquuntance.  Bnt  this  gave 
me  no  concern,  for  as  soon  as  I  found  myself  perfectly  cured,  I  left 
Madrid,  in  order  to  perform  my  tour  of  Spain. 


CHAPTER  Vm. 


OIL  BLA8  AND  HIS  COMPANION— OOMS  UP  WITH  ▲  MAN  WHOM  TBBT 
PSRCBITB  BOAKINQ  CBUBTB  OP  BBBAD,  IN  ▲  BPBINa  t  AND  BNTBB 
INTO   CONVBRtATION   WITH   HIM, 


lONOB  Diego  de  la  Fnenta  reooonted  a 
good  manj  more  adventures  that  had 
hi^pened  to  him;  but,  in  my  opinion^  so 
little  worth  the  breath  they  cost,  that  I  ahall 
pass  them  over  in  silence;  though  I  was 
obliged  to  hear  the  recital*  which  was  so 
tedious*  that  it  brought  us  as  far  as  Ponte 
de  Duera.  In  this  village  we  stayed  the 
remaining  part  of  the  day;  and  at  the  inn 
where  we  lodged,  ordered  for  sapper  a  dish  of  cabbage-soup  and  a 
roasted  hare,  the  species  of  which  we  were  at  great  pains  to  proye  before- 
hand. On  the  morrow,  at  break  of  day,  we  pursued  our  journey,  after 
having  replenished  our  bottle  with  pretty  good  wine,  and  furnished  our 
knapsack  widi  some  slices  of  bread,  and  the  half  of  the  hare  which 
remained  from  our  supper. 

When  we  had  gone  about  two  leagues,  we  began  to  be  hungry  •,  and 
percemng  several  large  trees*  which  formed  an  agreeable  shade  in  the 
fields,  about  two  hundred  paces  from  the  highway,  we  went  thither  to 
make  a  halt,  and  found  a  man,  seven  or  eight  and  twenty  years  old,  soak* 
ing  some  crusts  in  a  fountain.  A  long  sword  lay  by  him  oiTthe  grass, 
with  an  havresack,  of  which  he  had  unloaded  his  shoulders ;  and  though 
be  was  poorly  clothed,  he  discovered  a  good  shape  and  mien.  We 
aecoeted  him  in  a  civfl  manner,  npon  whidi  he  saluted  us  with  great  com* 
phiaaiifffi :  and  presenting  his  crusts,  asked  with  a  smile,  if  we  would  be 
of  his  mess ;  we  answered  yes,  provided  he  would  give  us  leave  to  improve 
the  lepaat,  by  joining  our  breakftst  with  his.    He  freely  consenting,  we 

JWHiediitely  produced  oar  victoals,  whidi  afforded  no  anpleasiiig  view 
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to  tlie  etnuiger,  who  cried  in  a  transport  of  joj,  "  How,  gentlemen !  egad 
there*B  store  of  ammaaition  for  the  belly !  I  aee  yon  are  provident  people : 
for  my  own  part,  I  MJdom  travel  ao  wdl  provided,  but  depend  a  good 
deal  opon  chance.  Notwithstanding  my  prevent  aitnatioa,  however,  I 
may  lay  without  vanity,  that  I  sometimes  make  a  pretty  brilliant  appear- 
ance. Yon  must  know,  that  I  am  usually  treated  like  a  prince,  and  have 
gaarde  in  my  train."  "I  understand  yon,"  said  Diego:  "yon  wonld 
intimate  that  yon  are  a  player."  "  You  have  hit  it,"  replied  the  other ; 
"  I  have  acted  these  fifteen  yean  at  least ;  for  I  performed  some  smaB 
parts  while  I  was  yet  a  child." —  "  To  be  plain  with  you,"  said  the  barber, 
shaking  his  head,  "  i  can  scarce  bc^eve  what  yon  sav.      I  know  what  sort 
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of  people  the  oomedians  are ;  these  gentlemen  do  not  travel  a-foo€,  and 
dine  with  St.  Anthony,  as  you  do ;  therefore  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
joa  are  no  more  than  a  candle-enaffer." — "  You  may  think  of  me  aa  yov 
pleaae»"  replied  the  stage*player ;  "  but  I  affirm,  that  I  act  the  very  top 
parts,  and  among  the  rest  that  of  the  lover." — "  If  that  be  the  case,"  said  my 
comrade,  **  I  congratulate  you  upon  it ;  and  am  very  proud,  that  Signer 
Gil  Bias  and  I  have  the  honour  to  breakfast  with  a  person  of  such  im« 
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We  then  began  to  gnaw  our  crusts,  and  the  precious  remains  of  the 
hare,  bestowmg  such  rude  embraces  on  the  bottle,  that  it  was  empty  in  a 
very  short  time :  and  being  so  busy  with  what  we  were  about,  that  we 
scarce  spoke  one  word  during  the  repast :  which  being  ended,  the  conver* 
sation  was  thus  resumed :  "  J  am  surprised,"  said  the  barber  to  the  player^ 
*'  to  see  you  in  such  indifferent  circumstances :  for  a  stage  hero,  methinksi 
you  have  a  very  needy  appearance  :  you  will  pardon  my  freedom." — "  Your 
freedom !"   cried  the  actor :    "  ah !   truly  you  are  little  acquainted  with 
Mdchior  Zapata.     Ihank  Heaven,   I  am  not  at  all  captious :  you  do 
ine  a  pleasure  in  speaking  so  frankly ;  for  I  myself  love  to  tell  my-  mind 
without  reserve.    I  sincerely  own  I  am  not  rich.    Look,"  added  he,  shew*, 
ing  that  his  doublet  was  lined  with  play-bills,  "this  is  the  stuff  that 
usually  serves  me  for  lining;  and  if   you  have  any  curiosity  to  see  my 
wardrobe,  it  shall  be  forthwith  gratified."    At  the  same  time  he  took  out 
of  his  knapsack  an  old  suit  laced  with  tinsel,  a  sorry  hat  with  some  old 
plumes  of  feathers,  a  pair  of  silk  stockings  full  of  holes,  and  red  buskins 
very  much  worn.     "You  see,"  said  he,  "  I  am  tolerably  poor." — "That's 
what  surprises  me,"  replied  Diego.      "  So  you  have  neither  wife  nor 
daughter  ?" — "  I  have  a  wife,  young  and  handsome,"  said  Zapata,  "  yet  I 
am  never  a  bit  the  better  for  it,  so  wonderfully  capricious  is  my  fate.     I 
married  a  beautiful  actress,  in  hopes  that  she  would  not  let  me  starve ; 
and,  unfortunately  for  me,  she  n  so  incorruptibly  chaste.     Who  the  devil 
would  not  liave  been  deceived  as  I  was  ?  there  happened  to  be  one  virtu- 
ous woman  among  the  strollers,  and  she  must  fall  to  my  lot  1" — "Truly 
yon  have  had  bad  luck,"  said  the  barber,  "  but  why  did  not  you  marry 
an  actress  of  the  king*s  company  at  Madrid,  in  which  case  you  could  not 
have  been  disappointed  ?" — "  I  grant  it."  replied  the  player,  "  but  a  plague 
upon  it,  a  little  country  stroller  dares  not  aspiie  to  these  famous  heroines : 
that  is  as  much  as  an  actor  of  the  prince's  company  can  do ;  some  of 
whom  are  even  obliged  to  match  in  the  city.     Luckily  for  them,  the  city 
iS  well  stored,  and  they  often  light  on  yoke-fellows  not  a  whit  inferior  to 
those  princesses  who  were  brought  up  behind  the  scenes." 

'  Have  you  never  endeavoured,"  said  my  companion  to  him»  "  to  be 
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btrodnoed  into  thit  company?     Most  one  have  infinite  merit  to  be 
admitted  into  k  ?'*—*' Good !"  replied  Mdchior,  ^'jm  are  merry  with 
your  infinite  morit.    It  is  composed  of  twenty  actors  s  ask  their  characters 
In  town,  and  yon  will  hear  them  finely  handled.     More  than  one  half 
desenre  to  carry  the  knapsack  still :  bat  for  al}  that  it  is  no  easy  matter 
to  be  received  among  them.     One  mnst  hare  money,  or  powerful  friends, 
to  supply  the  want  of  talents.    lliiB  I  ought  to  know,  since  I  am  just  come 
from  making  a  trial  at  Madrid,  where  I  have  been  hooted  and  hiss'd  in  a 
hellish  manner,  although  I  deserred  to  be  applauded  to  the  sides ;  for  I 
roared,  ranted,  burlesqued  nature  a  hundred  times!   and  moreover  in 
my  declamation,   clapped  my  clenched  fist  to  my  princess's  nose.     In  a 
word,  I  performed  in  the  taste  of  the  great  actors  in  Togne ;  and  yet  the 
same  audience  that  relished  this  behaviour  in  them,  could  not  endure  it  in 
me.    You  see  the  fbrce  of  prejudice !  wherefore,  finding  myself  ina^ble 
of  pleasing  on  that  stage,  and  having  nothing  to  secme  my  reception  in 
defiance  of  the  town,  I  am  going  back  to  Zamora,  where  I  shall  rejoin  my 
wife  and  comrades,  who  are  not  in  the  most  fiourishing  circmnstanoes* 
God  grant  that  we  may  not  be  obliged  to  beg  our  vray  to  the  next  town ; 
a  misfortune  which  has  already  happened  to  us  more  than  once." 

With  these  words  this  prince  of  the  drama  sprung  up,  shouldered  hia 
knapsack,  girded  on  his  sword,  and,  at  parting,  pronounced  vrith  a  thea- 
trical air.  '*  Gentlemen,  adieu !  may  the  gods  exhaust  their  bounties  on 
yon." — •*  And  you,"  replied  Diego  ;  •*  may  you,  at  your  return  to  Zamora, 
behold  your  wife's  condition  and  her  temper  changed."  Signer  Zapata 
no  sooner  showed  his  heels  than  he  began  to  rehearse  as  he  walked,  and 
immediately  the  barber  and  I  hiss'd,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  trial :  the 
noise  reaching  his  ears,  he  thought  he  still  heard  the  cat-calls  of  Madrid ; 
upon  which  he  looked  back,  and  perceiving  that  we  made  merry  at  his 
expence,  far  from  bemg  incensed  at  our  bufiFoonery,  took  all  in  good  part, 
and  continued  his  noise,  bursting  into  fits  of  laughter  aH  the  way.  We 
returned  his  mirth  with  all  our  might ;  and  getting  back  into  the  high 
road,  pursued  our  journey. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


ATiMQ  elept  that  nlg'tit  between  Uoy- 
adoa  and  Valpoesta,  in  a  Utde  TiUage 
whose  name  I  have  forgot,  we  arriTcd 
next  daj,  about  eleven  o'clock  In  the 
forenoon,   in  the    plain  of    Olmedu, 


I  the  place  of  my  nativity, 
which  I  cannot  behold  again  withont 
tnnaport  i  so  natnral  u  it  to  love  one'a 
J  country." — "  Signer  Diego,"  auswer- 
"  one  who  ezprewes  nich  regard 
for  his  native  conntry.  might,  I  think,  have  spoken  of  it  more  advan< 
tageoittly  than  yon  have  done  :  Olmedo  seenu  to  he  a  dty,  and  yon  told 
me  it  was  only  a  village.  It  ought,  at  least,  to  be  dignified  with  tlu 
qntbet  of  market-town," — "  I  beg  its  pardon,"  replied  the  barber,  "  bat  t 
moat  own,  that  after  having  seen  Madrid,  Toledo,  Soragoeaa,  and  all  the 
great  citiea  I  touched  at  in  making  roy  tour  of  Spain,  I  look  npon  the 
small  one*  as  nUages."  As  we  advanced  Into  the  plain,  we  thought  wa 
observed  a  great  concourse  of  pe<^le  near  Olmedo ;  and  when  we  wert 
near  enough  to  discern  objecU,  we  foimd  somathing  to  attract  Dtw  IttfO- 
dan. 

There  were  Aree  tents  pitched  at  a  amall  distance  from  one  another, 
and  hard  by  a  great  number  of  codes  and  scnUions  preparing  a  feast  i 
some  laid  the  cloth  on  long  tables,  placed  nnder  the  tents :  some  filled 
earthen  pitcfaers  with  wine  ;  other*  made  die  pots  boQ,  and  others  again 
tnmed  ^ts  that  were  loaded  with  aH  torts  of  meat :  bat  what  I  considered 
more  attentirdy  than  all  the  rest,  was  a  great  stage,  raiaed  and  adorned 
with  dccoxationa  of  painted  p^er  <rf  diflennt  colours,  and  garnished  wi& 
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Greek  and  Latin  devices.  The  barber  no  sooner  peroeiTed  the  inseriptiooi 
than  he  said:  "All  these  Greek  mottos  sayoor  strongly  of  my  unde 
Thomas,  who,  I'll  hold  a  wager,  has  a  hand  in  the  business ;  for,  between 
yoa  and  me,  he  is  a  learned  man,  and  has  a  power  of  college-books  by 
heart :  his  greatest  fault  is,  that  he  incessantly  quotes  passages  from  them 
in  conversation,  which  is  not  agreeable  to  every  body.  Besides,"  added 
he,  "  my  uncle  has  translated  a  good  many  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  and 
is  quite  master  of  the  ancients,  as  one  may  see  by  the  learned  remarks 
which  be  has  made:  had  it  not  been  for  him,  we  should  never  have 
known  that  in  the  city  of  Athens  children  cried  when  they  were  flogged ; 
we  owe  that  discovery  to  his  profound  erudition.*' 

After  my  comrade  and  I  had  observed  all  those  things  which  I  have 
mentioned,  we  were  curious  to  know  the  cause  of  such  preparations,  and 
went  forward  to  enquire,  when  Diego  recognized  in  the  director  of  the 
feast,  Signor  Thomas  de  la  Fuenta,  whom  he  accosted  with  great  eager- 
ness. The  school-master  did  not,  at  first,  know  the  young  barber ;  so 
much  was  he  altered  during  an  absence  of  ten  years :  but  recollecting  him 
at  last,  he  embraced  him  affectionately,  saying,  "  What !  do  I  see  thee 
then,  Diego,  my  dear  nephew  ?  Do  I  see  thee  then  returned  to  the  town 
where  thou  first  saw'st  the  light  ?  Thou  art  come  to  revisit  thy  household 
gods ;  and  Heaven  restores  thee  safe  and  sound  to  thy  kindred !  O  day, 
thrice  and  four  times  happy !  O  day,  worthy  to  be  marked  with  a  white 
stone  ?  A  world  of  changes  have  happened,  my  friend,"  pursued  he  :  **  thy 
uncle  Pedro;  the  poet,  has  fallen  a  victim  to  Pluto,  ha\ing  died  three 
months  ago.  That  miser,  while  alive,  was  afraid  of  wanting  the  necessa- 
ries of  life.  Argenti  pallebat  amore.  For  though  he  received  large  pen- 
sions from  several  grandees,  he  did  not  spend  ten  pistoles  a  year  for  his 
subsistence ;  and  was  even  served  by  a  valet  whom  he  did  not  maintain. 
That  fool,  more  senseless  than  the  Grecian  Aristippus,  who  ordered  his 
slayes  to  throw  away,  in  the  deserts  of  Africa,  the  riches  they  carried,  as 
a  burthen  that  incommoded  them  in  their  march — he,  I  say,  heaped  up 
all  the  gold  and  silver  he  could  scrape  together ;  and  for  whom  ?  for  those 
very  heirs  whom  he  would  not  so  much  as  see.  He  died  worth  thirty 
thousand  ducats,  which  thy  father,  thy  nnde  Bertrand,  and  I,  have 
equally  shared  among  us ;  so  that  we  are  able  to  settle  our  children  to  our 
heart's  desire.  My  brotiier  Nicholas  has  already  disposed  of  thy  sister 
Theresa,  whom  he  has  given  in  marriage  to  the  son  of  one  of  our  alcades. 
Connuhio  paunt  stabiU,  propriamgue  dtcauit.  These  nuptials,  performed 
under  the  most  happy  auspices,  we  have  celebrated  these  two  days  with 
much  preparation;  three  tents  being  pitched  in  the  plain,  one  for  each  of 
the  three  heirs  of  Pedro,  who,  in  their  turns,  bear  the  ezpence  of  the  day* 


C  II.^-OBAV.   U. 


1  wish  thoo  hadit  arrired  sooner,  to  htm  seen  the  be^ning  of  our  re- 
jowaDgB.  The  day  before  yeeterdsy,  when  they  were  married,  thy  fathv 
gKn  tL  nuDptnoiu  entertnimient,  which  waa  followed  by  a  ccnine  at  the 


in^  i  thy  node  the  mercer  treated  yeetemay,  and  regaled  na  with  a  paa- 
toral  feaat ;  ten  of  the  genteelest  youths,  and  aa  many  handsome  maidens, 
ware  dressed  like  shepherds,  all  the  ribbons  and  points  in  his  shop  being 
employed  to  adorn  them.  This  gay  company  performed  serend  dances, 
and  aong  a  thoosand  light  and  tender  catches;  neverthelesi,  though 
uaOttDg  was  erer  more  gallant,  the  spectators  did  not  seem  to  relish  it, 
whidi  shows  that  pastoral  is  quite  ont  of  date." 

"  To-day,"   added  be,   "  every  thing  is  to  be  at  my  cost,  and  I  will  ex- 
hibit to  the  inhabitants  of  Olmedo  a  show  of  my  own  inventiaii.     Fi)ti» 
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ettomtbit  €pu$.  I  haTe  orda«d  a  theatre  to  be  raised*  on  which  (God 
ifilfing)  I  will  make  voj  achokn  repreiefit  a  pieoe  of  my  own  oompoaingf 
entitled,  '  The  diveniooa  of  Mnley  Biigentiif»  King  of  Moroooo.'  It  will 
be  extremely  well  acted,  because  I  have  BchdUurs  who  declaim  like  the 
players  of  Madrid ;  they  are  the  sons  of  fashionable  'people  Mving  at  Pen- 
nafiel  and  Segovia,  who  are  boarded  with  me,  and  are  become  excellent 
actors  under  my  instmction.  Their  performance  will  appear  to  be  of  a 
masterly  stamp,  ut  ita  dicam.  With  regard  tb  the  piece,  I  shall  say 
nothing,  that  thou  may'st  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  surprise ;  bat  only  observe 
that  it  must  transport  the  spectators :  for  it  is  one  of  those  tragic  subjects 
which  wake  the  soul  by  the  images  of  death  they  present  to  the  view.  I 
am  of  Aristotle's  opinion,  that  the  chief  end  of  tragedy  is  to  raise  terror. 
O !  if  I  had  attached  m3r8elf  to  the  drama,  I  would  have  introduced  none 
but  bloody-minded  princes  and  heroic  assassins  on  the  scene,  and  would 
have  bathed  myself  in  gore ;  and  in  my  tragedies,  not  only  the  principal 
persons,  but  even  their  guards  should  have  perished.  I  would  have  mur- 
dered them  all,  to  the  very  prompter.  In  a  word,  my  taste  is  horror ; 
and  we  see  that  such  poems  captivate  the  multitude,  support  the  luxury 
of  the  players,  and  enable  the  author  to  live  at  his  ease." 

Just  as  he  had  done  speaking,  we  saw  coming  out  of  the  village  into 
the  plain  a  great  conoonrse  of  men  and  women.  These  were  no  other 
than  the  new-married  couple,  accompanied  by  their  relations  and  friends, 
and  preceded  by  ten  or  twelve  musicians,  who,  playing  all  together,  per- 
formed a  most  thundering  concert.  We  went  up  to  meet  them,  and 
Diego  made  himself  known ;  upon  which  the  whole  assembly  broke  out 
into  shouts  of  joy,  and  every  one  was  eager  to  embrace  him ;  so  that  he 
was  sufficiently  employed  in  receiving  their  expressions  of  friendship.  His 
whole  family,  as  well  as  all  who  were  present,  having  well  nigh  smothered 
him  with  caresses,  his  father  said  to  him,  "  Welcome,  Diego ;  thou  findest 
thy  parents  somewhat  bettered  in  their  circumstances,  my  child.  I  shall 
say  no  more  at  present,  but  explain  myself  more  particularly  bye  and  bye/* 
Meanwhile  the  company,  advancing  into  the  plain,  repaired  to  the  tents, 
and  sat  down  at  the  tables  that  were  covered ;  and  I,  and  my  companion, 
whom  I  would  not  quit,  dined  with  the  bridegroom  and  bride,  who  seemed 
to  be  very  well  matched.  The  repast  was  pretty  long,  because  the  sdiooU 
master  had  the  vanity  to  furnish  three  coui^es,  in  order  to  excel  fab 
brothers,  who  had  not  treated  with  such  magnificence. 

After  the  banquet,  all  the  guests  expressed  impatience  to  see  the  repjee^ 
sentalion  of  Signor  Thomas's  piece,  not  doubting  (as  tiiey  said)  that  Uie 
production  of  such  a  fine  genius  would  answer  their  most  sanguine  expee<> 
tation.    Accordingly  iqpproaching  the  stage,  before  whidi  the  mnridans 


had  klready  taken  their  wate,  in  order  to  play  between  the  acta,  every 
body,  in  the  moit  profbond  ulence,  mited  for  the  begiotiiag.  The  actors 
Appeared  on  the  Bcene,  and  the  aathor,  with  his  poem  in  Ilia  hand,  aat 
down  on  one  ude,  to  prompt .  them.  It  waa  not  withoot  reason  that  he 
told  OS  the  piece  waa  trag^l ;  for,  in  the  first  act,  the  king  of  Morocco, 
by  way  of  recreation,  dwt  a  hmidred  Moorish  alavea  with  arrowa :  in  the 
aecood,  be  ^ehe«led  thii^  Fbrtngiieae  officers,  whom  om  of  hia  captuoa 


bad  made  prisoners  (f  war:  and  in  the  third  and  laat,  this  monarch,  mad 
with  hia  wives,  sets  fire  with  his  onn  hand  to  a  detached  palace,  in  which 
they  were  shot  ap,  and  rednces  them  and  it  to  ashes.  The  Moorish 
aUres,  as  well  as  the  Portognese  officers,  were  figures  of  oner,  very  art- 
folly  made  ;  and  the  palace,  composed  of  paper,  seemed  all  in  a  flame  by 
ao  artjfidal  firework.  Thia  conflagration,  accompanied  with  a  thousand 
dolefal  shrieks,  that  seemed  to  issue  from  the  midst  of  the  flames,  con- 
diided  the  piece,  and  closed  the  scene  in  a  very  diverting  manner.  The 
whole  jdain  edioed  with  the  applause  that  was  given  to  such  a  fine 
tragedy,  which  justified  the  good  taste  of  the  poet,  and  showed  that  he 
knew  how  to  choose  hi*  subject. 

I  thought  there  was  no  more  to  be  seen,  after  the  '  Divercdons  of  Mdey 
Bogetitnf ;'  hot  I  wu  mistaken  :  for  we  were  adverticcd  of  a  new  show  by 
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the  Sound  of  dnum  uld  truuipeti.  TUi  wm  ■  diatribvtioii  of  priteii 
Tboroas  ii  la  Famta.  to  mike  the  feaat  more  Mlemn,  baving  ordered  kU 
hii  BcUblHn  (u  wdl  thoM  <frhn  were  bonded  with  him  aa  the  test)  to  oom- 
poti.  ahd  iiit<!Ddiiig  to  beflow  on  thoae,  who  hod  aiioceeded  beat,  booka 
boDght  at  SegOTia  *itii  Ua  oira  com.  Immediatelr,  therefore,  two  Khool< 
fennfi  wcte  brongfat  upon  the  stage,  widi  h  preu  fbli  of  littie  books  hand^ 
•oinelt  boDlid :  tbMi  all  the  actork  ratorned  upon  the  eoene,  and  langed 
themaelvea  roond  Sigiuir  Thoroaa,  who  looked  as  big  ae  the  head  master 
of  a  ct^ege,  and  held  a  paper  io  hia  haad,  on  which  were  written  the 
names  of  thoae  who  were  to  obtain  the  priaea  ;  thit  he  gave  to  the  lung  of 
Morocco,  who  began  to  read  it  with  a  Idhd  voice  :  and  every  scholar  who 
waa  called,  going  in  a  reapectfol  manner,  and  receiving  a  book  from  the 
pedant,  wai  afterwards  crowned  Mth  bays,  and  ordered  to  sit  down  on 
one  of  the  benches,  that  he  m%ht  be  etpoaed  to  the  admiration  of  the 
crowd.  Nevertheleas,  hoff  detb-ona  Itrever  the  echool-maiter  waa  of 
aending  home  the  spectator*  aatisfied,  ke  could  by  no  meana  effect  it; 
because  having  diatribnted  almost  all  the  prizea  among  hia  own  boardera, 
aa  the  coatom  is,  the  mothera  of  some  of  the  rest,  being  present,  were 
offended  at  it :  and  openly  accused  the  pedant  of  pEotiality,  in  audi  a 
manner,  that  this  entertainment,  which  had  hitherto  been  so  gloriona  for 
lum,  waa  like  to  have  ended  in  miachief,  like  the  f^t  of  the  Lapithie. 


»O0K     [II. 


TBI  AKKIT^  OF  filL  ULift  Af  MADRID;  WITH  AS  ACCOpm  OF  T^K  FlIM 
HAITBK  VWiU    BK   IIKTBD   IK   THAT  OITT. 


«kiog  leave  (rf  tbe  joaog  bubet,  with  whom 
I  had  ttifed  aovc  time,  I  jaaei  a  mcrdiant 
of  Segovia  with  Eonr  mnlea,  on  which 
he  bad  tiwuported  gooda  to  Valladohd, 
and  ii!a»  tptaimd  with  them  unloaded.  We 
became  acquainted  on  the  road;  and  he 
coQceived  anob  a  friendahqi  for  me,  that 
he  inaiated  upon  mj  lodgi^  at  b^  home 
when  we  arrived  at  Segovia.  Ttiere  he 
detained  me  two  daya;  and  when  I  iru  ready 
to  set  oot  for  Madrid,  along  with  a  carrier,  he  eptmtted  tt^  wif^  ■  letter, 
which  he  desired  1  would  in  person  deliver  a<;cvdiiig.to  Jftp  direction,  witjli- 
oQt  telling  me  that  it  was  a  recoDuaend^^'W-  ' '  ^'^  ^^*^  ^^  '"  present  it  to 
Signor  Mi^ttfaeo  Melendez,  a  woolle^- draper,  wbo  ^ved  near  the  Stu-gate, 
at  the  comer  of  the  Trunk-maker's-street ;  and  be  no  sooner  opened  it,  and 
read  tbe  contents  than  be  said,  with  a  compUuant  air,  "  Sigms  Gil  Blu 
iPedro  Felado,  my  correspondent,  writes  so  presaingly  in  your  behalf,  that  I 
cannot  dispenae  with  your  lodging  >^  my  hoo^e.    U;  jmoreoy^  ^tUViX* 
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ii]«  to  find  a  place  fca  you  -,  and  I  undertake  tbe  office  with  pleasnrei 
being  persuaded  that  I  ahall  find  no  dlfficoltv  in  procoring  for  yoa  a  good 
Mttlement." 


I  accepted  Ihe  olfer  of  Melendez  with  bo  much  the  more  joy,  as  arr 
finaoceB  were  Mnsibly  diminished  ;  bat  I  did  not  live  long  at  his  expcaae ; 
for  in  eight  days  he  gave  me  to  know,  that  be  had  recommended  me  to  a 
gentleman  of  his  acquaintance  who  wanted  a  valet  de  chambre ;  and  that, 
in  all  probability,  I  shoald  be  preferred  to  the  post.  The  gentleman 
coming  in  at  that  moment,  "Bignor,"  said  Melendez,  showing  me  to  him, 
"  this  ia  the  young  man  I  mentioned  to  you.  He  is  a  youth  of  honour 
and  sobriety,  and  1  can  answer  for  his  good  behaviour  as  much  as  for  my 
own."  The  cavalier,  having  looked  at  me  attentively,  said  be  liked  my 
countenance,  and  took  me  into  Us  service.  "  He  may  follow  me  now," 
added  he.  "  and  I  will  instruct  him  in  his  doty."  At  these  words  he  bade 
the  merchant  good-morrow,  and  conducted  me  into  the  great  street  just 
by  St  Philip's  church,  we  entered  a  pretty  good  house,  one  wing  of  which 
he  possessed ;  and,  going  up  five  or  six  steps  of  stain,  he  introduced  me 
into  a  chamber,  secored  by  two  strong  doors,  which  he  opened,  and  in 
the  first  I  perceived  a  small  window  grated  with  ironj  through  his  cham- 
'  ber  we  went  into  another,  where  there  was  a  bed  and  other  fumitere, 
more  calculated  for  convenience  than  show. 

If  my  new  master  considered  me  attentively  at  the  house  of  Melendez, 
I  examined  him  with  great  earnestness  in  my  turn.  He  was  a  man  turned 
of  fifty,  seemed  to  be  serioos  and  reserved,  though  good-natured  withal ; 
BO  that  I  conceived  no  bad  opinion  of  him.  He  put  several  quettionB  to 
me  about  my  faniily  ;  and  being  satisfied  with  my  answer,  "  Gil  Bias,"  said 
he,  "  I  believe  thou  art  a  sensible  young  fellow,  and  [  am  veiy  glad  to 
'  have  Boch  a  one  in  my  service.  Am  for  thee,  thou  shslt  have  no  cause  to 
oomphun :  I  will  give  thee  six  nali  ■  day  for  victuak,  dothes,  wages,  and 


aB,  exdusive  of  MMne  bule  perqninteB  thon  mayest  enjoy  ;  aod  I  am  eaaily 
■erved  {  for  I  keep  no  table,  bat  always  dine  abroad.     All  that  thou  hart 


to  do  in  a  morning  u  to  dean  my  clothes,  and  thoo  (halt  be  at  ihy  own 
diEpoaal  during  the  rest  of  the  day  take  care  only  to  came  back  early  in 
the  eveniag,  and  wait  for  me  at  the  door  This  is  aH  I  exact."  After 
having  thas  prescribed  my  duty,  he  took  ont  his  pane,  and  gave  me  six 
rials  as  a  beginning  to  fulfil  atticlea ;  then  going  oat,  he  locked  the  doors 
himself,  and  patting  the  keys  in  his  pocket,  "  Friend,"  said  he,  "  don't 
follow  me  :  go  where  you  olease,  bat  t>e  Bare  to  be  on  the  stairs  when  I 
return  in  the  evening."  So  saying,  he  left  me  to  dispoec  of  myself  as  I 
should  think  proper. 

"  In  good  faith,  Gil  Bias,"  said  I  to  myself,  *'  thou  cooldst  not  have 
found  a  better  master :  what  1  to  light  on  a  man  who  for  brushing  his 
dothes  and  helping  him  to  dress  of  a  morning,  gives  me  six  rials  per  day, 
with  liberty  to  walk  and  take  my  diversion,  like  a  scholar  daring 
vacation  !  Egad,  this  is  the  hsppiest  of  all  Ntuations  !  No  wonder  that 
I  was  so  desirous  of  being  at  Madrid-,  I  certainly  had  some  sapernatural 
intimation  of  the  happiness  that  awaited  me."  I  spent  the  day  in  strolling 
about  the  streets,  diverting  myself  with  looking  at  every  thing  that  was 
new  to  me,  and  this  gave  me  sufficient  employment.  In  the  evening, 
after  having  supped  at  an  eating-house  not  far  from  our  house,  1  betook 
myself  to  the  place  whither  my  master  had  ordered  me  to  repair,  and 
where  he  himself  arrived  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  me,  seemingly 
well  pleased  with  my  punctuality.  "  Very  well,"  said  he,  "  this  is  right : 
I  love  to  see  servants  attentive  to  their  duty."  So  saymg,  he  opened 
the  doors  of  his  apartment,  and  shut  them  again  as  soon  as  we  had  got 
in :  being  in  the  dark,  he  took  «  Under-boz  and  struck  a  light,  by  tfa« 
help  of  whi<^,  I  assisted  to  undress  him.    When  he  was  ia  bed,  I  lighted 
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bj  bii  ordv.  t  Ifunp  that  Mood  in  bis  chimney,  and  earned  the  Modle 
iota  tfa«  anti-chamber,  where  I  went  to  bI^^  in  m  bed  without  sartuni. 
Next  moming  he  got  up  between  nine  Bud  ten  o'clock,  and,  when  I  had 
dusted  lti>  clotfaet,  counted  me  nx  more  rida  and  diKniaaed  me  till  the 


evening;  ftfler  whidi  he  went  out  alao,  not  without  locking  the  doori 
with  great  ewe  ;  so  we  parted  again  for  the  remainder  of  the  daj. 

Snoh  waa  our  manner  of  living,  which  I  found  very  agree^le ;  and  the 
best  joke  of  all  was,  I  did  not  know  my  master's  name :  Melendez  him- 
telf  was  ignorant  of  it,  being  only  acquainted  with  him  as  with  a  gentleman 
who  came  sometimes  to  his  shop,  and  bought  cloth  of  him  as  he  had 
occasion  for  it.    Our  ndghbours  could  give  me  no  better  informatian; 


wSk  of  them  auiatmg  Bie,  that  my  master  waa  utterly  imknown  to  them* 
althcvghbe  had  lived  two  years  in  the  ward.  They  told  me»  that  he 
visited  nohody  in  the  neighboarhood ;  and  some  of  them,  accastomed  to 
make  rash  inferences,  oondaded  from  thence  that  he  was  no  better  than 
he  should  be^  They  went  still  farther,  suspecting  him  to  be  a  spy  of  the 
king  of  PortogaL  and  charitably  advertised  me  of  the  suspicion,  that  I 
might  take  my  measures  accordingly.  I  was  disturbed  at  this  advice : 
and  reflected,  that  if  the  thing  was  so,  I  should  run  the  risk  of  visiting  the 
prison  of  Madrid.  I  could  not  confide  in  my  innocence,  my  past  misfor- 
tunes having  taught  me  to  dread  justice :  for  I  had  found  by  experience, 
that  if  she  does  not  put  the  innocent  to  death,  she  at  least  treats  them 
with  so  little  hospitality,  that  her  lodgers  are  always  in  a  very  melancholy 
situaticNi. 

In  such  a  delicate  conjuncture  I  consulted  Melendez,  who  did  not  know 
how  to  advise  me ;  for,  if  he  could  not  believe  that  my  master  was  a  spy, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  had  no  certain  reason  to  think  otherwise ;  so  that 
I  res<^ved  to  observe  my  patron  narrowly,  and  to  leave  him  if  I  should 
perceive  that  he  vras  undoubtedly  an  enemy  to  the  state )  but  I  thought 
prudence,  and  the  easiness  of  my  place,  required  that  I  should  be  first 
perfectly  sure  of  his  practices.  With  this  view  I  began  to  keep  a  strict 
eye  over  his  actions ;  and  in  order  to  sound  him,  "  Sir,**  said  I,  one 
evCTing,  while  I  undressed  him,  "  one  does  not  know  how  to  live  so  as  to 
avoid  slander :  the  world  is  very  malicious,  and  we,  among  others,  are 
very  little  oUiged  to  our  neighbours.  You  cannot  guess  in  what  manner 
the  malidouB  creatures  talk  of  us." — "  Right,  Gil  Bias,"  answered  he ; 
"but  what  can  they  sny  of  us,  child?" — "Ahl  truly,"  I  replied, 
"  scandal  never  wants  matter.  Virtue  herself  furnishes  food  for  it.  Our 
neighbours  ^y  that  we  are  dangerous  people,  and  deserve  to  be  taken 
notice  of  by  the  government.  In  a  word,  you  are  thought  to  be  a  spy 
Cor  the  king  of  Portugal."  While  I  pronounced  these  words»  I  looked 
hard  at  my  master,  as  Alexander  *  eyed  his  physician  i  and  employing  all 
my  penetration  to  discover  what  efiect  my  report  produced  in  him,  thought 
I  observed  an  emotion  that  too  well  agreed  with  the  ooigectures  •f  the 
neighbourhood ;  and  he  fell  into  a  fit  of  musing,  upon  which  I  did  not 
put  the  most  favourable  construction ;  but  he  soon  recovered  himself,  and 
mid,  with  on  air  of  tiranquiQity,  "  Gil  Bias,  let  our  neighbours  think  as 

^  Alexander  tiie  Great  having  received  a  letter,  intimafting  that  his  phviiciaa 
iatended  to  poison  him,  took  the  eup  of  medicine  which  he  prescribed,  and  swallDwing 
it  withoat  hetitation,  pat  the  letter  into  the  kospected  person's  hand,  ibdng  his  eye 
•teadfastly  npon  htm,  while  he  read  it,  in  ord^^r  to  distinguish  in  his  countenance  the 
ligns  of  innoeence  or  '"-*^ 
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they  please,  without  making  our  peace  depend  upon  their  imaginationi  • 
and  since  we  giye  them  no  cause  to  think  amiss  of  us,  let  their  opinion 
give  us  no  uneasiness." 

Upon  this  he  went  to  bed,  and  I  followed  his  example,  without  knowing 
what  to  think  of  the  matter.  Next  day,  just  as  we  were  going  out  in  the 
morning,  we  heard  a  loud  rap  at  the  outward  door ;  my  master  opened 
the  other,  and  looking  through  the  small  grate,  saw  a  decent  sort  of  a 
man  at  it,  who  said,  "  Signor  CavaHer,  I  am  an  alguazil,  and  come  hither 
to  tell  you  that  the  corregidor  would  speak  with  you." — "  What  does  he 
want  with  me  ?"  replied  my  patron.  "  That  I  am  ignorant  of,  Signor," 
said  the  Alg^uazil :  "  but  if  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  go  to  his  house, 
you  will  soon  know." — "  I  am  his  most  humble  servant,"  resumed  my 
master,  "  but  have  no  manner  of  business  with  Um."  So  sajring,  he  shut 
the  second  door ;  and  having  walked  up  and  down  for  some  time,  like 
one  alarmed  at  the  discourse  of  the  alguazil,  put  six  rials  into  my  hand, 
saying,  "  Gil  Bias,  thou  may'st  go  out,  my  friend.  I  do  not  intend  to  go 
abroad  so  early,  and  have  no  further  occasion  for  thee  this  morning, " 
Fhese  words  made  me  believe  that  the  fear  of  being  apprehended  obliged 
iim  to  stay  at  home ;  so  that  when  I  left  him,  in  order  to  see  if  my  sus- 
picions were  unjust,  I  hid  myself  in  a  place  from  whence  I  could  see  him 
if  he  should  come  out ;  and  should  have  had  the  patience  to  «tay  there 
the  whole  morning,  had  he  not  spared  me  that  trouble.  An  hour 
after,  I  saw  him  walking  in  the  street  with  an  air  of  assurance  that  at  first 
confounded  my  penetration :  but,  far  from  being  duped  by  those  appear- 
ances, I  distrusted  them,  having  no  favourable  opinion  of  the  man.  I 
looked  upon  his  composure  as  a  piece  of  affectation,  and  even  imagined 
that  his  remaining  at  home  was  with  a  view  of  securing  his  g^ld  and 
jewels:  and  that,  in  all  probability,  he  would  consult  his  safety  by 
immediate  flight.  I  did  not  expect  to  see  him  agam,  and  hesitated  about 
going  in  the  evening  to  give  my  attendance  at  the  door ;  so  sure  I  was 
that  he  would  quit  the  city  instantly,  to  escape  from  the  danger  that 
threatened  him.  I  did  not  fail,  however,  of  being  there ;  and  to  my  utter 
surprise,  my  master  returned  at  his  usual  time,  went  to  bed  without 
shewing  the  least  uneasiness,  and  got  up  next,  day  with  the  same  tran- 
quillity. 

When  we  had  done  dressing,  somebody  knocked  at  the  door;  upon 
which,  my  master,  looking  through  the  grate,  perceived  the  same  alguazil 
who  had  been  there  the  preceding  day,  and  asked  what  he  wanted* 
*'  Open,"  answered  the  alguazil,  "  here  is  monsieur  the  corregidor. "  *     At 

*  The  corregidor  it  the  chief  civil  magistrate  in  eveiy  dtj  of  Spain,  appointed  by 
the  king. 


thia  formidable  name  my  blood  froze  in  my  veio»  j  fw  J  was  cursedly 
«fraid  of  tbese  geqtleijiep  Bmce  I  had  pused  t^rvugli  tbe^r  Jiands :  and 
that  moment  iriahed  to  be  a  hundred  leagues  from  Madrid ;  but  lay 
patron,  less  afraid  thau  I,  opened  the  door,  and  received  tbe  judge  with 
great  respect.  "  You  see. "  said  the  corregidor  to  him,  "  1  do  not  come 
to  your  house  with  many  attendants,  being  deeiroua  of  doing  every  thing 
with  as  little  Doite  as  possible  :  and  I  believe  that  you  deserve  this  respect, 
notvrithstanding  the  ugly  reports  that  are  spread  of  you.  Tell  me,  there- 
fore, your  name  and  business  at  Madrid !  "  Signor,  "  replied  ray  master, 
"I  was  bom  in  New  Castile,  and  my  name  is  Don  Bernard  de  Cnstel 
Blazo;  with  regard  to  my  businesB,  I  divert  myself  in  walking,  frequenting 
diowt,  and  enjoying  the  agreeable  converaation  of  a  few  select  frieqds. 
"  Donbtless,  "  said  the  judge,  "  you  have  a  great  income.  "  "  No,  Sir, 
resumed  my  patron,  interrupting  him  ;  "  I  have  neither  rents,  lands,  uor 
house." — "  How  do  yon  live  then  ? "  replied  the  corregidor.  "  On  that 
which  thou  shalt  see,"  said  Dod  Bernard  i  at  the  same  time,  he  lilted  up 
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a  hanging,  opened  a  door  which  I  had  not  before  observed,  then  another 
behind  that,  and  carried  the  judge  into  a  doset^  where  he  showed  him  a 
great  trunk  filled  with  pieces  of  gold. 

Then  he  went  on  :  "  Signer,  you  know  that  the  Spaniards  are  enemies 
to  work :  nevertheless,  how  averse  soever  they  may  be  to  trouble,  I  may 
safely  say  that  I  excel  them  all  in  that  particular ;  havin|^  a  fund  of  laziness 
that  renders  me  incapable  of  any  manner  of  employment.  If  I  had  a  mmd 
to  dignify  my  vices,  I  would  call  this  lazinea  a  philosophical  indolence, 
the  work  of  a  mind  weaned  from  every  thing  that  is  most  ardently 
pursued  in  life.  But  I  wiU  frankly  own  that  I  am  constitutionally  idle : 
and  so  idle,  that,  if  I  was  under  a  necessity  of  working  for  my  Hve- 
lihood,  I  believe  I  should  let  myself  die  of  hunger.  With  a  view,  there- 
fore, to  lead  a  life  agreeable  to  my  humour,  to  free  myself  firom  the  trouble 
of  managing  my  estate,  and  above  all  things,  to  save  myself  the  trouble 
of  a  steward,  I  have  converted  my  whole  patrimony,  consisting  of  several 
considerable  inheritances,  into  ready  money.  In  this  trunk  are  fifty 
thousand  ducats ;  more  than  I  shall  ever  have  occasion  for,  was  I  to  live 
another  age  ;  for  I  don't  spend  a  thousand  a- year,  and  am  already  turned 
of  fifty.  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  what  is  to  happen  ;  for,  thank  heaven, 
I  am  not  addicted  to  any  one  of  the  three  things  which  *  commonly 
bring  men  to  ruin ;  I  am  not  a  slave  to  my  stomach,  I  play  only  for 
amusement,  and  am  quite  cured  of  women.  So,  that  I  am  under  no 
i^prehension  of  being  ranked  in  my  old  age,  among  those  voluptuous 
dotards  who  purchase  the  favours  of  courtezans  at  an  extravi^nt  price." 

"  What  a  happy  man  you  are ! "  said  the  corregidor«  *'  you  are  very 
unjustly  suspected  of  being  a  spy;  that  office  being  very  unfit  for  a 
person  of  your  character.  Proceed,  Don  Bernard,*'  added  he,  "con- 
tinue the  Bfe  you  now  lead ;  and  far  from  disturbing  your  happiness,  I 
declare  myself  the  guardian  of  it ;  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  friendship, 
and  ofifer  you  mine  in  return." — "  Ah  Signor  !  "  cried  my  master,  pene- 
trated with  these  obliging  expressions,  "  I  accept  the  precious  offer  you 
make,  with  equal  joy  and  respect :  for  in  vouchsafing  me  your  friendship, 
you  increase  my  .wealth  and  crown  my  felicity."  After  this  conversation, 
which  the  alguazil  and  I  overheard  at  the  closet-door,  the  corregidor  took 
his  leave  of  Don  Bernard,  who  could  not  enough  express  his  gratitude ; 
while  I,  to  second  my  master,  and  assbt  him  in  doing  the  honours  of  the 
house,  overwhelmed  the  alguazil  with  civilities,  making  a  thousand  pro- 
found bows,  though  in  the  bottom  of  my  soul,  I  harboured  that  disdain 
and  aversion  which  every  man  of  honour  has  for  one  of  his  occupation. 


CHAPTER   ir. 


IATiNO  wfuted  upon  the  corregidor  to  tint 
■treet,  Don  Bernard  de  Cutel  Bbzo, 
returned  with  expedition  to  lock  liia 
•trong  box,  aikd  all  the  doora  that 
aecnred  it.  Then  we  went  out,  both 
very  well  aatisGed ;  he  in  having  acquired 
a  powerful  friend,  and  I  in  being  now 
enaured  of  my  tix  Hals  a  day.  The 
I  desire  I  had  to  recount  this  adventure 
I  to  Melendez  made  me  take  the  road 
to  hia  houie,  which,  when  I  had  almoat 
reached,  perceived  Captain  Rolando.  1  wu  confoonded  at  finding  him 
in  thia  place,  and  could  not  hdp  ahivering  at  the  sight  of  him !  He 
knew  me  at  once,  accosted  me  very  gravely,  and  preaerviug  still  his  air 
of  mperiorify  ordered  me  to  foUow  him.  I  obeyed  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling, saying  to  myself,  "  Alas !  he  will  doubtless  make  me  pay  what  I 
owe  him,  'Whither  will  he  lead  me  ?  perhapa  to  some  subterraneona 
abode  in  this  dty.  A  league  upon  it !  if  I  thought  ao,  I  would  let  him 
see  in  a  harry  that  I  have  not  got  the  goat  in  my  toes."  As  I  walked 
behind  lum,  I  resolred  to  take  particular  notice  of  the  place  where  he 
should  stop,  from  which  I  proposed  to  scamper  off  aa  &st  as  my  legs 
would  cany  me,  should  it  seem  the  least  suspidoas. 

Bat  Rolando  soon  banished  my  fettr,  by  going  into  a  noted  tavern, 
whither  I  followed  him,  sad  where  be  called  for  the  best  wine,  and  he- 
^oke  dinner  ;  in  the  mean  time  we  went  into  a  room  by  ourselves,  where 
the  captain  spoke  in  this  manner : — "  Thon  must  he  surprised,  Gil  Bias, 
to  meet  thy  old  commander  in  this  place ;  and  wilt  he  more  so  still  when 
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thoa  shalt  hear  what  I  am  t^mg  to  relate.  The  day  on  which  I  left 
thee  in  oar  subterranean  retreat,  and  set  out  for  Mansilla  with  my  whole 
company,  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  moles  and  horsea  whieh  we  had  taken 
the  preceding  day,  it  was  our  fortune  to  meet  the  son  of  the  corregidor  of 
Leon  in  his  coach,  accompanied  by  four  men  on  horseback,  well  armed. 
We  made  two  of  them  bite  the  dust,  and  the  others  betake  themselves  to 
flight ;  while  the  coachman,  afraid  of  his  master's  Ufe,  cried,  in  a  suppliant 
Toice,  '  O,  dear  gentlemen !  in  the  name  of  God,  do  not  kill  the  only  son 
of  the  corregidor  of  Leon.'  My  people  did  not  at  all  relent  at  these  words, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  inspired  them  with  fury :  '  Gentlemen,'  said  one 
among  usi  '  let  not  the  son  of  our  mort^  enemy  eseape  i  how  many  people 
of  our  profession  hath  his  father  put  to  death !  let  ub  avenge  them  now, 
and  sacrifice  this  victim  to  their  manes.'  The  rest  of  my  men  apph)ved  of 
this  proposal ;  and  even  my  lieutenant  prepared  to  act  the  high-priest  in 
this  ceremony  :  when  I  stayed  his  hand,  saying,  '  Stop,  at  your  peril !  Why 
should  we  shed  blood  unnecessarily  ?  Let  us  be  satisfied  with  the  purse 
of  this  young  man,  whom,  since  he  makes  no  resistance,  it  would  be  the 
utmost  barbarity  to  kill :  besides,  he  is  not  accountable  for  the  actions  of 
his  father,  who  does  no  more  than  his  duty  in  condenming  us  to  death ; 
just  as  we  do  ours,  m  rifling  travellers  on  the  highway.' 

"  My  intercession  was  far  frona  being  unserviceable  to  the  corregidor's 
son,  from  whom  we  took  nothing  but  his  money ;  and  having  carried  off 
the  horses  of  the  two  men  we  had  slain,  we  sold  them,  together  with  our 
own,  at  Mansilla ;  then  returning  to  our  cavern,  which  we  reached  next 
day  before  it  was  light,  we  were  not  a  little  astonbhed  to  find  the  trap- 
door lifted  up ;  and  our  surprise  redoubled  when  we  saw  Leonarda  fettered 
in  tbe  kitchen.  Being  briefly  informed  by  her  of  what  httd  happened* 
we  wondered  how  thou  couldst  outwit  us,  never  having  thought  thee 
capable  of  playing  such  a  clever  trick,  and  we  forgave  thee  on  account 
of  the  invention.  Having  untied  our  cook,  and  given  her  orderfc  to 
dress  victuals  for  us,  we  went  to  look  after  our  horses  in  the  stable,  where 
the  old  negro.who  had  received  no  sustenance  for  fonr-and-twenty  hours, 
was  at  the  last  gasp.  We  would  have  given  him  all  the  assistance  in  our 
power,  but  he  had  lost  his  senses,  and  was  otherwise  so  low,  that  not- 
withstanding our  good-wOl,  we  left  the  poor  devil  in  the  clutches  of  death. 
This  did  not  deprive  us  of  our  appetite,  which  having  satisfied  With  a 
snmptaous  meal,  we  retired  to  our  several  chambers,  and  slept  the  rest  of 
the  day :  when  we  got  up,  Leonarda  let  us  know  that  Domingo  wlis  no 
more,  upon  which  we  carried  him  to  the  cellar,  where  thou  mayest 
remember  thy  bed  was,  and  there  performed  his  funeral  obsequies,  as  if 
he  had  enjoyed  the  honoiu*  of  being  our  companion. 


"  Pne  or  sot  day*  after,  it  htap|>Mi«d,  tbat,  intending  to  make  an  ex- 
tarakm,  we.  one  morniiig,  oil  the  akirte  o(  the  wood,  fell  in  with  three 
troop*  bdoogiiig  to  the  holy  brotherhood,  who  aeemed  waiting  io  order  to 
attack  OS.  As  we  perceivbd  only  one  of  the  three  at  firsti  we  deapised  it* 
tihcm^  more  nomennu  than  oor  company,  and  attacked  it  accordiDgly  i 
bat  while  we  were  engaged  with  thia,  the  Othei  two,  who  had  found  meaoi 
Ucherto  to  keep  themselTea  concealed,  nubed  u^eo  aa  m  suddenly,  that 
Mr  valonr  wsa  of  httle  or  no  Berrice,  and  we '  were  nnder  the  necesiity  of 
Tiddkig  to  the  numbers  of  onr  foe.    Our  Ueuteoant  and  two  of  oor  mea 


Ml  on  the  tield,  while  the  two  that  remained  and  I  were  so  hemmed  in  and 
overpowered,  that  we  were  taken  prieoners ;  end  while  two  of  their  troops 
eoadvcted  us  to  Leon,  the  third  went  and  deetroyed  onr  retreat,  whidi 
had  been  discovered  as  follows  :  a  peasant  of  Luceno  crossing  the  forest 
in  Ua  retnm  home,  perceived  by  accident  the  trap-door  of  oar  cavern 
lifted  up,  that  very  day,  on  which  thon  madest  thy  escape  with  the  lady , 
and  SDtpecting  that  it  was  the  place  of  oor  abode,  had  not  eonrage  to  go 
b  btft  contented  htmaelf  with  talcing  a  good  observation  of  the  place, 
idiich  tbe  better  to  mark,  he  out  off  with  Us  knife  thin  slices  of  bait 
tmm  the  trees  at  smsB  diataQOH  U  he  Went  along,  nntil  be  had  got  qnite 
nit  of  the  wood ;  then  repairing  to  I«on,  imparted  his  diacoveryto  the 
inrregidor,  who  receiving  it  with  so  mnch  the  more  joy,  as  hii  aon  had 
been  robbed  by  oor  company,  aaeembled  three  troope  in  order  to  aj^tre* 
bend  vs,  sAd  tbe  peasant  wu  tbeir  gvde. 
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"  My  ■rrival  furniihed  a  ihow  for  bU  the  iahabUaatB  of  Lcoq  i  had  I 
been  a  Portogoeae  general  made  priaoner  of  war,  the  people  conld  not 
han  been  more  eager  to  aee  me.  '  Bebold,'  aaid  they,  '  bdmld  the  fmmou 
aaptain  irbo  waa  the  teiror  of  tbU  conntry ;  and  who,  with  hu  two  com- 
rades, deaervee  to  have  hia  flesh  torn  from  hia  bones  with  red  hot  piacen. 
Being  cturied  before  the  com^dor,  he  began  to  inanh  me,  aanng,  '  Well, 
miaerable  wretch !  heaven,  wearied  with  the  disordera  of  thy  life,  at  lut 
resigna  thee  to  my  jottice.'  '  Sir,'  npUed  I, '  if  my  Crimea  are  manifold,  at 
least  I  cannot  reproach  myaelf  with  the  death  of  yonr  only  son,  whoae 
life  I  preserved,  and  for  whidi  yon  owe  me  some  acknowledgement.'  '  Ah, 
miicreant  1'  cried  he,  '  people  of  thy  character  are  not  entitled  to  the  pri- 
vil^ea  of  honour  ;  and  even  if  I  had  a  mind  to  save  thy  life,  the  duty  of 
my  office  wonld  not  allow  me.'  Having  spoken  to  me  in  this  manner,  ha 
ordered  ns  to  be  imprisoned  in  a  dungeon,  where  he  did  not  let  my 
companion!  linger  long ;  for  they  went  out,  in  three  daj's,  to  act  their  last 


tragical  scene  in  the  market-place.  As  for  me,  I  remained  three  whol« 
weaka  in  goal,  imagining  that  my  punishment  waa  deferred  in  order  to 
make  it  more  terrible :  and  wbb  in  expectation  of  a  death  altogether  new ; 
when  the  corregidor,  ordering  me  to  be  brought  into  his  presence,  said, 
'  Listen  to  thy  aeateoce.  Thou  art  free !  Had  it  not  been  for  thee,  my 
only  son  would  hare  been  murdered  on  the  highway.  As  a  father  I  waa 
willing  to  acknowledge  thii  piece  of  aerrice,  but  not  baring  it  in  my 
power  to  acquit  thee  as  a  judge,  I  have  written  to  court  in  thy  behaH 
solicited  thy  pardon,  and  obtained  it.  Thou  mayeat  go,  then,  whither  tfaoa 
ahalt  please :  ■  but,'  added  he,  '  take  my  advice,  reflect  aerioualy  on  thy 
jU-spent  life,  and  fi^m  henceforth  quit  ^e  profession  of  raU>ery.' 
"  I  waa  deeply  affected  with  thea«  words,  and  took  the  road  to  Uadiid^ 


itnlnng  to  turn  over  a  new  leaf»  and  live  honeBtly  in  that  cttv.  I  found 
my  parents  were  dead,  and  their  efiecta  in  the  hands  of  an  old  relation » 
who  gave  me  audi  a  faithful  account  of  them  as  guardians  commonly  do ; 
aQ  that  I  have  been  able  to  touch  being  no  more  than  thitee  thousand 
ducats,  which,  in  all  probability,  is  not  above  one  fourth  of  what  is  my 
doe.  But  what  course  could  I  take  ?  1  should  have  gained  nothing  by  going 
to  law ;  therefore,  to  avoid  idleness,  have  purchased  the  place  of  an 
alguazil.  My  brethren,  out  of  decency,  would  have  opposed  my  admis« 
man,  had  they  been  acquainted  with  my  story,  which  luckily  they  were 
ignorant  of,  or  pretended  to  be  so,  which  is  the  same  thing ;  for  in  that 
hoooarable  oorjps  it  is  the  business  of  every  individual  to  conceal  his  own 
exploits ;  thank  Heaven  I  not  one  of  us  can  justly  reproach  his  fellow : 
so  that  it  may  be  said  of  the  fraternity,  the  devil  may  take  the  best. 
Neverthdcas,  my  friend,  added  Rolando,  I  will  now  disclose  the  bottom 
of  my  soul :  the  profession  which  I  have  embraced  is  not  at  all  to  my 
Hking ;  it  requires  a  behaviour  too  delicate  and  mysterious  for  me ;  and 
whatever  tricks  we  practice  must  be  very  crafty  and  secret.  Oh  how  I 
regret  my  old  profession !  I  grant,  there  is  more  safety  in  this  new  em« 
ployment ;  but  there  was  more  pleasure  in  the  other,  and  liberty  is  my 
delight.  In  all  likelihood  I  shall  get  rid  of  my  office,  and  set  out  one 
morning  for  the  mountains  at  the  source  of  the  River  Tagus,  where  I  know 
there  is  a  retreat  inhabited  by  a  numerous  company,  chiefly  of  Catalo- 
nians — that  is  making  their  eulog^um  in  one  word  ;  if  thou  wilt  accom- 
pany me,  we  will  go  and  increase  the  number  of  these  great  men  :  I  shaE 
be  second  captain  in  their  company,  and  will,  for  thy  better  reception, 
assure  them  that  I  have  seen  thee  ten  times  engaged  by  my  side  ;  I  will 
extol  thy  valour  to  the  sides,  and  say  more  in  thy  praise  than  a  general 
lays  of  an  officer  whom  he  wants  to  promote.  I  will  take  care  not  to 
mention  a  word  of  die  trick  thou  hast  played,  because  it  would  make 
them  suspicions  of  thee:  the  adventure  shall  therefore  be  concealed. 
Well/'  added  he,  "  art  thou  ready  to  follow  my  fortune  ?  I  will  wait  for  thy 
reply." 

"  So  many  men,  so  many  mmds,"  said  I  to  Rolando ;  "  you  are  bom 
for  hardy,  deeds,  and  I  for  a  quiet  and  easy  L'fe.*' — "Dh!  I  understand 
yoB,''  cried  he,  interrupting  me,  "  the  lady  whom  love  persuaded  yon  to 
rescue  still  keeps  possession  of  your  heart,  and  doubtless  you  lead  a  happy 
life  with  her  in  Madrid :  confess,  Signor  Gil  Bias,  that  yon  have  taken 
lodgings  for  her,  and  spend  together  the  pistoles  which  yon  carried  off 
from  the  subterranean  retreat/'  I  told  him  that  he  was  mistaken,  and 
that,  in  order  to  undeceive  him,  I  would,  while  we  should  be  at  dinner, 
relste  the  story  of  the  lady :  this  I  did  accordingly,  and  informed  him  of 
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all  that  had  happenrd  to  me  buicc  1  had  quitted  the  coaipany.  TowiHrf 
the  end  of  our  rep-dit,  he  reaaraed  the  mbject  of  the  CatahMiiMUi,  vwnwl 
that  he  waa  detennined  to  join  them,  and  mada  a  aew  attempt  to  engage 
me  in  the  aame  reaohition ;  bat  finding  that  1  waa  not  to  be  i 


he  darted  a  fieree  lock  at  me,  taying  in  a  very  aerioni  tone,  "  Siwe  tiiMi 
beat  anch  a  giwdling  soul  a*  to  jwefer  thy  aervile  oondiliot)  t«  the  homxir 
q£  ateociating  vith  men  of  conrage,  I  abandon  the*  to  Ae  baaeneas  of  tby 
indination;  bot  liiten  to  the  words  I  am  aboat  to  pronoBDoe,  and  let 
Ibem  remain  engmven  on  thj  memory  ;  forget  that  thou  hast  caet  me  to- 
day and  never  talk  of  me  from  henceforth :  for  if  ever  I  ahall  hear  that 
tbon  so  much  ai  naroest  me  in  converaation— thou  knoveat  me  -,  I  will 
Bfey  DO  more."  Having  thoa  expreued  himself,  he  called  to  pay,  <li8- 
oharged  the  bill,  and  we  got  up  in  order  to  par'. 


:^]e: 


CHAPTER  III. 


s  ouuteno  bi  don  bbbnasd  db  c 


;■    BLAZO,  AND   XNTBB*  I] 


j  a  we  went  ont  of  the  tavern,  and  nere  taking 

leave  of  one  another,  tnjr  muter  happening 

'  to  pam,  saw  me,  and  I  perceived,  looked 

I  hard  at  the  captain,  which  made  me  believs 

'  dkat  he  was  surpriied  to  find  me  acquainted 

)  with  each  ■  fignre.     Certain  it  is,  that  the 

appearance  of  Kolando  could  not  prepoaaeu 

I    people  in  his  favour ;  for  he  was  a  very  tall 

fellow  with  a  long  visage  and  hook-nose  t 

and  though  not  ugly,  had  very  much  the  air  of  a  rank  sharper. 

I  was  not  deceived  in  my  conjectures  ;  for  in  the  evening,  I  fonnd  Don 
Bernard  atiQ  harping  on  the  captain's  figure,  and  extremely  well  disposed 
to  believe  all  the  fine  things  1  could  have  «ud  of  him,  had  not  my  mouth 
been  shnt.  "  Gil  Bias,"  said  fae  "  nho  is  that  tall  spnnger  in  whose 
company  I  saw  thee  to-day  ?"  I  replied,  "  he  is  an  alguazil ;"  and  thought 
be  would  reat  satisfied  with  that  answer :  hut  he  asked  a  great  many 
other  qoealions ;  and  as  I  appeared  embarraseed,  because  I  remembered 
the  threats  of  Rolando,  he  broke  Hie  coDTersatdon  abruptly,  and  went  to 
bed.  Next  morning,  when  I  had  done  my  duty  as  usual,  instead  of  aX 
rials,  he  gave  me  as  many  ducats;  saying,  "Hold,  my  friend,  here  iri 
what  I  give  thee  for  having  served  me  hitherto ;  go,  and  seek  for  another 
place,  for  I  cannot  put  up  with  a  servant  who  has  such  honoui^ble 
acquaintances."  I  took  it  in  my  head  to  pretend,  in  my  own  justification, 
that  my  acquaintance  with  the  alguazil  waa  occasioned  by  my  havmg  pre- 
scribed for  him  while  I  practised  phyric  at  Valladolid.  "  Very  well," 
refdied  my  master,  "  that  is  an  ingenious  evasion :  but  thou  shouldit  have 
tbou^t  of  it  last  night,  and  not  have  been  so  much  diaconcerted."  '\  Sir," 
added  I,  "  I  thonght  it  would  he  imprudent  in  roe  to  tell  it :  and  tjiat  was 
the,  eanae  of  my  confusion."  "Oh I  anrdy,"  replied  he,  clapjnng  my 
■hooklan  gently.  "  ym  hare  been  very  prudent ;  I  did  not  tUnk  thou 


1^2'  BOOK  111. CHAF.  III. 

hadst  been  so  canning.  Go,  child,  1  have  no  farther  occasion  for  thee/' 
I  went  instantly  to  inform  Melendez  of  this  piece  of  bad  news,  who 
told  me,  for  my  consolation,  that  he  intended  to  introduce  me  into  a 
better  family :  and  accordingly  a  few  days  after,  "  Gil  Bias,  my  friend," 
said  he,  "  you  don't  know  what  good  news  I  have  to  tell  you ;  you  are 
going  to  enjoy  the  most  agreeable  post  you  could  desire ;  for  I  will  settle 
you  with  Don  Matthias  de  Silva,  a  roan  of  the  first  quality,  and  one  of 
those  young  lords  who  go  under  the  denomination  of  beaux  :  he  does  me 
the  honour  to  buy  cloth  of  me,  on  trust,  indeed  ;  but  there  is  nothing  to 
be  lost  by  people  of  his  rank ;  for  they  commonly  marry  rich  heiresses, 
who  pay  their  debts :  and  even  if  that  should  not  happen,  a  tradesman, 
who  understands  his  business,  sells  always  so  dear  that  he  can  afford  to 
lose  three-fourths  of  his  bargain.  The  steward  of  Don  Matthias  h  my 
particular  friend;  Let  us  go  to  him  now ;  he  will  himself  present  you  to 
his  master ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  he  will,  for  my  sake,  treat  you 
with  uncommon  regard." 

In  our  way  to  the  house  of  Don  Matthias,  the  merchant  said,  "  It  will 
not  be  amiss,  I  believe,  to  give  you  some  information  of  the  character  of 
this  steward,  whose  name  is  Gregorio  Rodriguez,  Between  you  and  me, 
he  is  a  man  of  no  family,  who,  finding  himself  bom  for  business,  followed 
the  bent  of  his  genius,  and  enriched  himself  with  the  pillage  of  two  fami- 
lies which  he  served  in  quality  of  steward.  [  assure  you  he  has  a  great 
deal  of  vanity,  and  loves  to  see  the  rest  of  the  servants  cringe  to  him. 
They  must  address  themselves  first  to  him,  when  they  have  the  least 
favour  to  ask  of  their  master,  for,  should  it  happen  that  they  obtain  it 
without  his  interest,  he  has  always  expedients  in  readiness  by  which  it 
will  either  be  revoked  or  rendered  ineffectual.  Remember  this,  Gil  Bias, 
is  the  regulation  of  your  conduct :  pay  your  court  to  Signer  Rodriguez, 
preferably  to  your  master  himself,  and  do  all  that  lies  in  your  power  to 
please  him  :  his  friendship  will  bestead  you  much :  he  will  pay  your  wages 
punctually ;  aQd,  if  you  are  dexterous  enough  to  acquire  his  confidence, 
he  may  give  you  some  pretty  bone  to  pick  out  of  the  number  he  has  in 
his  possession.  Don  Matthias  is  a  young  lord  who  minds  nothing  but  his 
pleasure,  and  would  not  for  the  world  inform  himself  of  the  state  of  his 
own  affairs.     What  a  glorious  family  is  that  for  a  steward,!  " 

Arriving  at  the  house,  we  desired  to  speak  with  Signor  Rodriguez,  who, 
we  were  told,  was  in  his  own  apartment ;  there  we  found  him  with  a  kind 
of  hxmer,  who  had  a  blue  canvass  bag  of  money  in  his  hand.  The 
■teward,  who  looked  more  pale  and  yellow  than  a  love-sick  ^I  in 
uer  teens,  came  towards  Melendez  with  open  arms;  he,  on  the  other 
hand,  met  him  in  the  same  manner,  and  they  embraced  one  another  with 


ii  of  fnendahip,  in  which  there  wa«,  at  least,  u  much  an  ai 
nature.  Then,  mj  aflair  coming  on  the  carpet,  Rodriguez  examined  me 
from  head  to  foot,  and  told  me.  in  ■  very  polite  mamier,  that  I  mu  hut 


cuch  a  une  as  Don  Matthias  wanted,  and  that  he  would  with  pleasora 
present  me  to  that  lord.  Upon  which,  Meleiidez  letting  him  know  how 
mnch  he  was  interested  in  my  behalf,  and  beg-gin^  that  he  would  favour 
me  with  his  protection,  committed  me  to  his  care,  and,  after  abundance 
of  compliments,  withdrew.  He  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  Rodriguez  said 
to  me,  "  I  will  conduct  you  to  my  master  as  soon  as  I  can  dispatch  this 
honest  countryman."  Then,  going  to  the  peasant,  and  taking  hold  of 
the  bag,  "  Talego,"  said  he,  "  let  us  see  if  there  be  just  five  hundred 
pistoles  here."  Having  coanted  the  money,  and  found  it  right,  he  gave 
the  farmer  a  discharge  for  the  sum,  and  sent  him  about  his  business ;  and, 
putting  the  pistoles  into  the  bag  again,  addressed  himself  to  me.  saying, 
"  This  is  the  right  time  for  us  to  go  to  the  levee  of  my  master,  who  com- 
monly rises  about  noon.  It  is  near  the  hour,  and  I  suppose  he  is  up." 
This  was  the  case ;  we  found  Don  Matthias  in  his  morning  gown, 
lolling  in  an  easy  chair,  over  an  arm  of  which  he  had  tdted  one  of  hia 
legs,  and  poised  himself  by  leaning  with  his  body  the  other  way,  and 
rasping  tobacco,  while  he  talked  to  a  footman,  who  for  the  present  did 
the  duty  of  his  valet  de  chambre.  "  My  lord,"  said  the  steward  to  him, 
"  here  is  a  young  man  whom  I  take  the  liberty  to  present  as  one  fit  to  fill 
the  place  of  the  valet  whom  you  dismissed  two  days  ago.  Melendez, 
yoar  draper  recommends  him,  assuring  me  that  he  ii  «  lad  of  merit,  and 
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I  hope  frpv  )f«4diip  will  Vs  very  well  satufied  with  bii  Mmonr/' 
"Exi^igiu"  a8«v0r4d  ihi9  young  \ovA,  *'mee  you  intiiodaoe  him  te  me, 
I  rem^  Vm  bt^  Jny  arrwe  fnA  ii^pUeit  fwtii.  Mud  nuke  him  miy  vafet 
de  chambre»     So  that  afiiur  is  settled  :  but,  Rodriguez/'  added  he»  "  let 
us  talk  of  something  else :  you  are  come  yery  opportaoely ;  for  I  was  jost 
going  t9  fQ^  for  yon.     I  have  bad  news  to  tell  yoa,  my  dear  Rodriguez  I 
Yon  )M«|  kipow  I  had  ill  lack   at   play   last  night.    Together  with  a 
hnndre4  piftt^ofes  whiph  I  had  about  me,  1  have  ki^  tv<Q  hundred  more  on 
my  parotf  I  |md  ypn  know  ef  what  importaooe  it  is  for  people  of  quality 
to  discharfe  lMrf9  of  that  sort ;  it  is  indeei)  tlie  oaiy  laid  whidi  w«  are 
oblig;^  is  ypfaftaf  hoiMW*  to  pay;  and  we  4o  sol  giv»  oarselTCf  much 
cot^Mfn  4^bcigt  die  itf0i  you  must,  therefore,  find  Uiro  JkoDdred  pistoles 
imnii^ately,  imi  m^  tiim  to  the  Countess  of  Pedrosa/'    "  Igir/'  said 
the  pfeward^  *'  it  19  Hfmm  mA  than  dooe.     V^iere  shall  I  get  that  sum 
to  pl^ise  yqn?  I  h|iy«  not  been  ^^  to  finger  oim  ftirthing  of  your 
tenajDtti^^  let  me  threaten  as  hai4  as  I  can ;  and  yet  I  am  obliged  to  main- 
tarn  y^ar  fanily  in  m  bo^oviwhk  way,  though  I  sweat  bk>od  and  wi^er 
in  procuring  wbere^ril)|»l  ^  <Mray  the  expense.    True,  indeed,  I  have 
hitherto,  thank  Heaven  !  made  shift ;  but  I  am  now  reduced  to  such  ex- 
tremity that  I  know  not  what  saint  in  heaven  to  invoke."     "  All  thea^ 
harangues  are  useless,"  cried  Don  Matthias,  interrupting  him,  "  and  yoa 
worry  me  with  your  reflections.     Don't  you  imagine,  Rodriguez,  that  I 
will  change  my  disposition,  and  divert  n^yself  with  looking  into  my  own 
affairs.     An  agreeable  amusement,  truly,  for  a  man  of  pleasure  like  me  ! " 
"  Have  a  little  patience,'*  replied  the  steward  -,  "  at  the  rate  you  go  on,  I 
foresee  that  you  will  be  rid  of  that  care  in  a  very  short  time."     '*  Yoi| 
fatigue  me,"  said  the  young  lord  in  a  passion,  "  you  murder  me.     Give 
me  leave  to  ruin  myself  inperceptibly :  I  tell  you  I  want  two  hundred 
pistoles :  and  I  must  have  them."    I'll  go  then,"  said  Rodriguez,  "  and 
have  recourse  to  the  little  old  man  who  has  already  lent  you  money  a^ 
high  interest.*'     "  You  may,  if  you  please,  have  recourse  to  the  devil ; " 
answered  Don  Matthias,  "  provided  I  have  the  two  hundred  pistoles«  I 
ahall  give  myself  no  fi^rther  trouble  about  the  matter." 

Just  as  he  had  pronounced  these  words  in  a  hasty  and  discontented 
manner,  the  steward  wept  away,  and  a  young  man  of  quality,  called  Doa 
Antonio  Centelles,  came  in.  "  What  is  the  matter  ?  "  said  this  last  to  my 
master,  "  thou  art  cloudy,  my  friend :  I  perceive  indignation  in  thy  coun- 
tenance. What  can  have  put  you  into  this  bad  humour?  I'll  lay  a 
wager  it  was  the  man  whom  I  met  going  out."  "  Yes,"  replied  Dqa 
Matthias,  "  it  was  my  steward  :  every  time  he  comes  to  speak  with  me, 
I  suffer  for  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  by  his  talking  about  my  a£fluxB,  and 
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m^mg  that  I  have  quite  axhaoBtfd  jbij  finances.  In^pertinent  beast !  he 
cwBAQ^  say  that  he  los^  by  me,  I  am  sure/'  "  Why,  child/'  said  Don 
Antonio*  "  I  am  in  the  same  condition ;  having  a  factor  not  a  whit  more 
reasonable  than  thy  steward.  When  the  rogue,  in  obedience  to  my  re* 
peated  orders,  brings  money  for  me,  one  would  think  he  gave  it  out  ot 
his  own  pocket.  He  overwhelms  me  with  reflections.  '  Sir/  says  he,  '  yoa 
are  undone,  your  rents  are  seized/  Upon  which  I  am  obliged  to  eat  him 
short,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  his  ridiculous  discourse."  "  Tbe  misfor- 
tune is,"  said  Don  Matthias,  "  we  cannot  live  without  these  people,  who 
are  necessary  evils.*'  "  They  are  so,"  replied  Centelles ;  "  but  harkee," 
added  he,  laughing  with  all  his  might,  "  there  k  a  comical  thought  come 
into  my  head :  a  most  incomparable  conception !  by  which  we  may 
convert  those  scenes  which  we  have  with  them  into  mirth;  and  divert 
ouiselves  with  that  which  now  gives  us  so  much  uneasiness.  Let  me 
demand  of  thy  steward  all  the  money  thou  shalt  have  occasion  for ;  while 
thou  dost  the  same  by  my  manager;  then  they  may  moralize  as  they 
please,  we  can  hear  them  with  great  composure:  because  thy  steward 
win  show  me  thy  accounts,  and  my  factor  will  entertain  thee  with  mine. 
I  shall  hear  of  nothing  but  thy  profusion,  and  thou  wilt  aaa  nothing  but 
mine.     This  will  be  admirable  sport. 

A  thousand  bright  strokes  succeeded  this  sally,  and  mightily  diverted 
the  young  lords,  who  conversed  together  with  a  great  deal  of  vivacity, 
until  their  discourse  was  interrupted  by  Gregorio  Rodriguez,  who  returned 
with  a  little  old  man,  almost  quite  bald.  Don  Antonio  would  have  gone 
away,  saying,  "Adim,  Don  Matthias,  I  shall  see  yoa  by  and  by:  at 
present,  you  have,  doubtless,  some  serious  aflair  to  discuss  with  these 
gentlemen."  "  Oh !  not  at  all/'  rephed  my  master,  "  stay,  it  is  no  secret. 
That  discreet  old  person  whom  you  see  is  an  honest  man,  who  lends  me 
money  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cent."  "  How  ?  twenty  per  cent !  " 
oied  Centelles,  with  an  air  of  astonishment,  "  Egad,  1  congratulate  th€d 
upon  hwag  in  such  good  hands !  I  am  not  so  kindly  dealt  with,  and  may 
say  that  I  purchase  silver  at  the  price  of  gold ;  I  commonly  borrow  at  the 
rate  of  forty  in  the  hundred/'  "  Heavens !  what  extortion !  "  exclaimed 
the  old  usurer,  "  do  these  knaves  ever  think  of  another  world  ?  I  am  not 
at  all  surprised  at  the  hue  and  cry  raised  against  people  who  lend  upon 
intereat ;  it  is  the  exorbitant  profit  which  some  exact  that  ruins  our  honour 
and  reputation.  If  tdl  my  brethren  were  like  me,  we  should  not  be  so  much 
levifed :  for  my  sole  view  in  lending  is  to  befriend  my  fellow-creatures. 
Ah  I  if  times  were  as  they  have  been,  I  would  ofier  you  my  purse  without 
intereat ;  and  truly,  in  spite  of  the  present  scarcity,  I  can  hardly  prevail 
apoa  myaalf  to  take  twenty  per  cent.  But,  for  my  part,  I  believe  money 
has  lalired  again  witbiii  the  bowels  of  the  earth :  there  is  no  such  thing  to 
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be  had     for  wbich  reason  I  am   obbged  to  retrench   my  benerolence, 
"  How  much  do  yon  want  ?      added  be    addrwemg  hmiBelf  to  my 


roaster  I  must  have  two  hundred  p  olcs  repl  ed  Don  Matthias. 
"  Here  are  four  hundred  m  a  bag  said  the  usurer  vou  shall  have  on: 
half.'  So  fsv  n^  he  pulled  from  under  h  s  cloak  a  blue  bag,  whidi 
eeemed  to  ine  the  very  same  which  the  peasant  Talego  had  left  with  the 
five  hundred  pistoles,  in  the  hands  of  Rodriguez.  I  soon  knew  what  to 
think  of  the  matter,  and  found  that  Melendez  had  not  praised  the  steward's 
understanding  without  (»iise.  The  old  man  having  emptied  the  bag  on 
the  table,  began  to  count  the  money  ;  my  master  was  in6amed  with  desire 
of  possewion  at  the  sight  ■,  and  struck  with  the  totality  of  the  sum,  said 
to  the  usurer.  *'  Signor  Deseomulgado,  I  have  made  a  very  wise  reflection, 
truly  !  What  a  fool  I  am  to  borrow  no  more  than  what  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  disengage  my  parole  without  considering  that  I  have  not  a  penny 
in  my  purse!  I  sbal]  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  you  to-morrow; 
therefore  to  spare  you  the  trouble  of  coming  back,  I  think  it  will  not  be 
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UD18B  to  pocket  the  whole  foar  hundred.  "  My  lord,"  said  the  UBurer, 
"  a  part  of  this  money  was  designed  for  a  good  licentiate,  who  has  some 
ht  benefices,  which  he  charitably  employs  in  pursaading  yoang  girls  to 
retire  firom  the  world,  and  in  famishing  their  retreats.  But  since  yoa 
have  occasion  for  the  whole  smn,  it  is  at  your  service  :  all  that  1  desire  is 
sufficient  secority."  "  Oh !  as  for  secority,  said  Rodrigues,  interrupt- 
ing him,  and  taking  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  "  you  shall  be  satisfied : 
here  is  an  order  to  be  signed  by  Don  Matthias,  for  five  hundred  pistoles, 
upon  one  of  his  tenants,  called  Talego,  a  rich  farmer  of  Mondejan," 
•*  Very  well,"  replied  the  usurer,  "  I  never  make  any  words."  Upon 
which  the  steward  presented  a  pen  to  his  master,  who,  without  reading 
the  order,  set  his  name  to  the  bottom,  whistling  all  the  while. 

This  affair  being  ended,  the  old  man  took  his  leave  of  my  patron,  who 
ran  and  embraced  him,  saying,  "  Till  our  next  meeting.  Signer  usurer,  I 
am  whoUy  yours :  I  don't  know  why  people  of  your  profession  are  branded 
with  the  name  of  rogues :  for  my  own  part,  I  think  you  are  very  necessary 
and  serviceable  to  society :  you  are  the  consolation  of  a  thousand  heirs, 
and  the  resource  of  all  those  lords  whose  expense  exceeds  their  income." 
"Thou  art  in  the  right,"  cried  Centelles;  "usurers  are  very  honest 
people,  whom  we  never  can  honour  enough ;  I  will,  in  my  turn,  embrace 
this  gentleman  on  account  of  his  twenty  per  cent,"  With  these  words, 
he  approached  and  hugged  the  old  man ;  and  these  two  beaux,  for  their 
diversion,  began  to  push  him  backward  and  forward  one  to  another,  like 
a  ball  between  two  tennis-players.  After  he  bad  been  tossed  to  and  fro  a 
good  while,  they  let  him  go  with  the  steward,  who  was  more  deserving 
than  he  of  their  embraces,  and  of  something  else  also. 

Rodriguez  and  his  understrapper  being  gone,  .Don  Matthias  sent  the 
half  of  his  pistoles  to  the  Countess  of  Pedrosa  by  the  footman  who  was 
present,  and  secured  the  rest  in  a  long,  embroidered,  silk  purse,  which 
he  commonly  wore  in  his  pocket.  Very  well  satisfied  on  seeing  himself 
in  cash,  he  said  to  Don  Antonio,  with  a  gay  air,  "  What  shall  we  do 
to-day  ?  Let  us  consult  about  it."  **  You  speak  Hke  a  sensible  man," 
replied  Centelles;  with  all  my  heart,  let  us  deliberate."  While  they 
were  considering  how  to  spend  the  day,  two  other  lords  arrived :  these 
were  Don  Alexo  Segiar,  and  Don  Fernando  de  Gamboa,  both  of  them 
about  the  age  of  my  master,  that  is,  between  eight- and- twenty  and  thirty. 
These  four  cavaliers  at  meeting,  hugged  one  another  so  heartily,  that  one 
would  have  thought  they  had  not  met  for  ten  years  before :  then  Don 
femando,  who  was  a  jovial  companion,  addressing  himself  to  Don  Mat- 
thias and  Don  Antonio,  said,  *'  Gentlemen,  where  do  you  intend  to  dine 
to-day  ?  If  you  are  not  engaged,  Til  conduct  you  to  a  tavern  where  you 


shall  drink  nectar;    I  ni^ed  there  laat  night,  and  left  it  only  tUa  n 
between  five  and  (ix  a'clnck." — "Would  to  Heavm,"  cried  D).<r  mMteti 
"  that  I  had  done  the  same :  in  whick  caae,  I  iho)^  not  havs  kiat  my  money." 

"  As  for  me."  said  Ccntelles,  "  I  treated  mytelf  laet  night  with  a  new 
diveruon ;  for  1  love  variety  in  my  pleasarea,  which  alone  aake»  life  agree- 
able. A  Mend  of  mine  carried  mc  to  the  honae  of  a  faxmer  of  the  tereoae, 
a  gentleman  who  doee  bis  own  busineu  togethcs  with  that  of  the  atate. 
There  I  saw  rnagnificcnce  and  taste,  the  entertainment  being  d<^utl 
enough.  But  I  wac  mightily  diverted  with  the  ridionlous  behaviaar  of 
the  tax-gatherer  himself,  who,  though  the  moat  ptebeiaa  of  hia  cJasa, 
aiaamed  the  man  of  quality ;  and  hia  wife,  thoagh  horribly  n^y,  aflncted 
the  aire  of  a  beaaty,  and  aud  a  thonsaud  nlly  things,  Beaaoned  with  Ute 
Biscayan  accent,  which  rendered  them  atill  more  remarkably  fboUah. 
Beaidea.  there  were  at  table,  four  or  five  children,  with  their  tntar ;  ao 
that  yon  may  eawly  conceive  how  I  waa  diverted  with  iIub  family  mtp'pa." 

"  And  I,  gentlemen,"  aaid  Don  Alexo  Segisr,  "  au^ed  at  the  heoae  of 
Araenia  the  actress.  We  were  six  in  all ;  Ai^nia.  Florimenda,  with  a 
coquette  of  her  acquaintance,  the  Marquis  of  Zeneta,  Don.  Joao  of  Msncada, 
and  your  homble  servant.  We  speat  the  night  in  drialuag  and  speaking 
bswdy,  Heavena !  what  pleasure !  Tis  trve.  indetd,  Araenia  and  Flori- 
monda  have  not  mnch  genius,  bnt  tbeu  wantonmas  siqiplies  the  place  of 
wit.  They  are  merry,  brisk,  romfsng  creatures,  and  I  love  them  a  thousand 
fimes  better,  than  your  precise  women  of  sense." 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


HOW  OIL  BLAS  BXCAMB  ACqVAINTBD  WITH  TBI  TALBTI  or  n»  BBAOt 
— TBB  ADOBiBlB  BBCRBT  THBT  IHPABTBD  to  BtH,  OF  AOaDIUNO 
THB  KBFVTATION  Ot  A  MAD  OF  WIT  AT  A  BMAtX  UPSNIB  }  AND  nn 
•INOUI-AB  OATB   WRIOH   TBST  OBUOZD  BtH   TO  TAKB. 


I  N  this  manner  did  these  lords  continne  tiia 
!  conversatjon,  until  Don  Matthiu,  whom,  in 
the  mean  time,  I  helped  to  dress,  was  ready 
to  ^o  abroad.  Hen  he  bid  roe  follow  him, 
and  all  the  beaux  together  set  oat  for  th6 
tavern,  to  which  Don  Fernando  de  Garoboa 
had  proposed  to  conduct  tbero.  Ab  I 
.  walked  in  the  rear,  in  company  with  three 
other  valets  (for  each  of  the  cavaliers  had 
le)  I  observed,  not  without  wonder,  that 
voese  three  domestics  copied  the  air  and  manner  of  their  reHpcctive  masters. 
Having  saluted  them  as  their  new  comrade,  thej  returned  the  ravility,  and 
one  among  them,  after  having  observed  roe  some  minntes,  said,  "  Brother, 
I  perceive  that  you  have  never  as  yet  served  a  young  lord." — "No, 
indeed,"  answered  I,  "  it  is  not  long  tinoe  I  came  ts  Madrid." — "  So  I 
sgppoee,"  replied  he ;  "  yon  smell  strong  of  the  country :  yon  wem 
timorous  and  awkward,  and  there  is  a  stifibess  in  yoor  behavioor :  bnt,  no 
matter,  we  will  soon  polish  yon,  take  roy  word." — "  I  am  afraid  yon  flatter 
me,"  sud  I  to  him.  "Not  at  all,*'  he  replied,  "  if  you  were  the  greatest 
Uockhead  In  the  anivene,  we  she]]  be  able  to  make  you  pass,  yon  may 
depend  upon  it." 

This  was  enongh  to  make  me  roiderstand  that  my  coirfbderates  were 
good  lade,  and  that  I  coold  not  be  in  better  hands,  in  order  to  become  a 
pretty  fellow.  When  we  arrived  at  the  tavern  we  found  aa  entertain- 
ment ready,  which  Signor  Don  Fernando  hod  the  precaution  to  bespeak  in 
the  morning ;  onr  masters  sat  down  to  table,  and  we  stood  resdv  to  serve 
them  1  then  they  began  to  talk  with  such  gaiety,  that  I  wns  delighted  to 
h«r  them.     I  was  very  mnch  diverted  with   their   dil&rent  diaracters. 
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Ibongbto,  and  ezpressioDS;  their  fire,  their  sallies  of  imagination,  made 
me  l^eve'them  a  new  species  of  men !  When  the  dessert  was  upon  the 
table,  we  brought  in  a  great  number  of  bottles  of  the  best  Spanish  wine : 
and  left  them,  to  g^  and  dine  by  ourselves,  in  a  httle  hall  where  the  cloth 
was  laid  on  purpose. 

I  soon  perceived  that  the  knights,  my  companions,  had  more  merit 
than  I  at  first  imagined :  they  not  only  assumed  the  manners  of  their 
masters,  but  even  affected  their  very  language,  and  these  rascals  succeeded 
so  well,  that  (the  quality  air  excepted)  there  was  no  difference :  I  admired 
their  free  and  easy  deportment ;  was  charmed  with  their  wit,  and  despaired 
of  ever  being  so  agreeable.  The  valet  of  Don  Fernando  (because  his 
master  treated  ours)  performed  the  honours  of  the  banquet;  and,  that 
nothing  might  be  wanting,  called  the  landlord,  saying,  "  Master  Andrew 
Mantuano,  give  us  ten  bottles  of  your  very  best  wine,  and  according  to 
custom,  add  them  to  my  master's  bill.*'' — '  With  all  my  heart,*'  replied 
the  landlord,  "  but,  Mr.  Gaspard,  you  know  that  Signer  Don  Fernando 
owes  me  a  good  many  entertainments  already ;  and  if  by  your  means  I 

could  touch  a  little  money" "  Oh !  *'  said  the  valet,  interrupting  him, 

"  give  yourself  no  trouble  about  what  he  owes  you  :  I'll  answer  for  it :  my 
master's  debts  are  as  good  as  gold :  'tis  true  indeed,  some  unmannerly 
creditors  have  seized  our  rents ;  but  we  shall  obtain  a  replevy  very  soon ; 
and  then  we  will  discharge  your  bill  without  so  much  as  examining  the 
articles."  Mantuano  brought  the  wine,  notwithstanding  the  rents  being 
seized ;  and  we  drank  it  in  expectation  of  the  replevy.  It  was  a  good 
jest  to  see  us,  every  moment,  toasting  one  another,  under  the  surnames 
of  our  masters :  Don  Antonio's  valet  giving  the  name  of  Gamboa  to  Don 
Femando's  servant,  and  Don  Femando's  footman  honouring  Don  Antonio's 
valet  with  that  of  Centelles :  they  called  me  Silva,  and  by  degrees,  we  got 
as  drunk  under  these  borrowed  names,  as  our  masters  to  whom  they 
properly  belonged. 

Though  I  did  not  shine  so  much  as  my  companions,  they  did  not  fail 
to  express  their  approbation  of  me.  "  Silva,"  said  one  of  the  archest 
among  them,  "  we  shall  make  something  of  thee,  my  friend :  I  perceive 
thou  hast  a  fund  of  genius,  but  dost  not  know  how  to  use  it  to  advantage. 
The  fear  of  speaking  nonsense  hinders  thee  from  talking  at  a  venture ; 
and  yet,  by  this  alone,  a  thousand  people  now-A-days  acquire  the  reputa- 
tion of  wits.  If  thou  hast  a  mind  to  shine,  give  the  rein  to  thy  vivacity, 
and  indifierently  risk  every  thing  that  comes  uppermost.  Thy  blunders 
will  pass  for  a  noble  boldness;  and  if,  after  having  uttered  a  thousand 
impertinencies,  one  witticism  escape  thee*  the  silly  things  will  be  forgotten, 
the  lucky  thought  will  be  remembered,  and  the  world  will  conceive  a  high 


OIL   BLAt.  171 

opinion  of  thy  merit.  This  is  what  our  masten  practise  with  such  success ; 
and  what  every  man  must  do  who  a^ires  to  the  reputation  of  a  distin-^ 
guished  wit." 

Besides  that  I  was  but  too  fond  of  passing  for  a  fine  genius,  the  secret 
which  he  had  disclosed  to  me  seemed  so  easy,  that  I  was  resolved  not  to 
neglect  it.  I  put  it  instantly  to  the  proof,  and  the  wine  I  had  drunk  con« 
tribnted  to  its  success;  that  is,  I  spoke  at  random,  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  throw  out,  among  a  great  deal  of  nonsense,  some  flashes  of 
wit,  by  which  I  acquired  great  applause.  This  anup  d'  etaai  filled  me  with 
confidence :  I  collected  all  my  vivacity  to  produce  some  bright  sally,  and 
chance  befriended  me  in  the  attempt. 

"  Wen,"  said  he»  who  spoke  to  me  in  the  street,  "  don't  you  begin  to 
get  rid  of  your  rust  ?  Thou  hast  not  been  two  hours  in  our  company, 
and  art  already  another  man.  Thou  wilt  improve  visibly  every  day.  See 
what  it  is  to  serve  people  of  quality:  it  elevates  the  mind;  while  the 
being  valet  to  citizens  has  a  quite  contrary  effect. " — "Doubtless,'* 
answered  I,  "  and  therefore  I  will  henceforth  consecrate  my  service  to  the 
nobility." — "That's  nobly  said,"  cried  Don  Femando's  valet,  half-seas 
over,  "  it  does  not  belong  to  your  citizens  to  possess  such  superior  geniuses 
as  we  are.  Come,  therefore,  gentlemen,"  added  he,  "  let  us  take  an  oath 
never  to  serve  such  rapscallions,  and  swear  to  it  by  the  river  Styx."  We 
laughed  heartily  at  Gaspard's  conceit,  which  we  approved  of  very  much, 
and  took  the  burlesque  oath  with  our  glasses  in  our  hands. 

Thus  we  continued  at  table  until  our  masters  were  pleased  to  retire 
which  was  about  midnight :  a  circumstance  which  my  companions  looked 
upon  as  an  excess  of  sobriety.  'Tb  true,  indeed,  these  young  lords  left 
the  tavern  in  such  good  time,  only  with  a  view  to  visit  a  famous  coquette 
who  lived  at  the  court*end  of  the  town,  and  kept  open  house  for  young 
men  of  pleasure  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  She  was  between  thirty  and 
forty  years  old,  still  extremely  handsome,  agreeable,  and  so  consummate 
in  the  art  of  pleasing,  that  (it  was  said)  she  sold  the  remains  of  her  beauty 
at  a  higher  price  than  that  which  she  had  received  for  its  first  fruits. 
Thiere  were  always  in  her  house,  two  or  three  other  courtezans  of  the  first 
rank,  who  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  great  concourse  of  lords  who 
frequented  it.  They  went  to  play  in  the  afternoon,  then  supped,  and 
spent  the  night  in  drinking  and  making  merry.  Here  our  masters  stayed 
t^  morning,  and  we  also,  without  feeling  the  time  lie  heavy  on  our  hands , 
for  while  they  diverted  themselves  with  the  mistresses,  we  amused  our- 
selves with  the  maids,  and  at  last  departed  all  together  at  break  of  day. 
every  one  going  to  bed  at  his  own  ho  ne. 

Mv  master,  getting  up  as  usual  a^nt  noon,  dressed  himself,  and  went 
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[  fiillowod  him  tB  tlM  house  of  Don  AaUtaio  ConMlM,  mre  «• 
mm  Dup  Alvafo  de  Acnnhi.  aa  old  gentlonan,  uid  imrfaird  nikt. 


All  the  yoang  •parits,  who  had  an  ambition  to  become  fine  gaitlemen, 
pot  themietves  nnder  hia  tnitiaii ;  bj  which  tbey  were  formed  for  pleasure, 
daght  to  make  a  figure  in  the  world,  and  to  spend  their  fortunea  with 
K  good  grace,  he  himself  bdng  ooder  no  apprehension  of  squandering 
away  ht«  own,  which  waa  gone  long  ago.  The  three  cavsliera  having 
•  saluted  one  another,  Centelles  lud  to  mj  master,  "  Faith,  Don  Matthias, 
tfaon  oouldst  not  come  at  a  better  time ;  Don  Alvaro  ia  going  to  carry 
me  to  the  hoose  of  a  citiKen  who  has  invited  the  Marquis  of  Zenata  and 
Don  Juan  dc  Moncada  to  dinner,  and  thou  ahalt  he  of  the  party." — ■ 
"  What  ia  the  name  of  this  citizen  ?  "  said  Don  Matthias.  "  He  is  called 
Gregorio  de  Noriega,"  replied  Don  Alnro :  "  and .  I  will,  in  tno  words, 
give  TOD  a  character  of  the  roan.  His  bther,  who  is  a  rich  jeweller, 
having  gone  abroad  to  negotiate  his  afiairs,  left  him  the  enjoyment  of  a 
hige  inemne;  but  Gregorio  ia  a  fool,  who  has  a  dispoution  prone  t» 
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Spend  hk  estate,  in  doing  which  he  affects  the  beau,  and  would  fain  pass 
lor  a  man  of  spirit,  in  spite  of  nature.  As  he  begged  me  to  take  him 
nnder  my  direction,  I  govern  him  at  present :  and  I  can  assure  yon,  gen« 
tlemen,  he  is  in  a  fair  way ;  his  finances  being  already  pretty  well  sunk."— ^ 
*'  I  don't  at  ail  doubt  it,"  cried  Centelles :  "  I  see  him  already  at  the 
workhouse.  Come,  Don  Matthias,  let  us  make  an  acquaintance  with 
him,  that  we  may  have  some  share  in  his  ruin.'' — "  With  all  my  heart,*' 
replied  my  master.  '*  I  love  dearly  to  see  the  fortune  of  these  little  upstart 
gentlemen  overturned,  because  they  vainly  pretend  to  rival  us  in  splendour. 
Nothing,  for  example,  ever  gave  me  so  muoh  diversion  as  the  misfortune  of 
that  publican's  son,  who  was,  by  his  inclination  for  play,  and  his  vanity  in 
aping  the  great,  obliged  to  sell  all,  to  his  very  honse." — "  Oh !  as  for  him." 
said  Don  Antonio,  "  he  deserves  no  cotn passion ;  for  he  is  as  great  a 
coxcomb  in  his  adversity  as  he  was  in  high  life." 

Centelles  and  my  master  repairing  with  Don  Alvaro  to  the  house  of 
Gregorio  de  Noriega,  Mogicon  and  I  went  thither  also,  both  of  us  delighted 
to  find  a  feast  going  forward,  and  to  have  an  opportunity  of  contributing, 
on  our  parts,  to  the  ruin  of  a  citizen.  As  we  went  in,  we  perceived  several 
people  busy  in  dressing  the  dinner ;  and  the  ragouts  they  were  preparing 
sent  forth  a  savoury  steam,  that  very  much  prepossessed  the  smell  in 
favour  of  the  taste.  The  Marquis  of  Zenata  and  Don  Juan  de  Moncada 
arrived,  and  the  entertainer  seemed  to  be  a  great  booby,  who  attempted 
in  vain  to  assume  the  carriage  of  a  beau,  being  a  very  bad  copy  of  these 
excellent  originals :  or  rather  a  downright  simpleton,  who  affected  an  air 
of  understanding.  Imagine  to  yourself  a  man  of  this  character  in  the 
midst  of  five  jokers,  whose  sole  aim  was  to  exercise  their  raillery  upon 
him,  and  engage  him  in  insupportable  expense.  "  Gentlemen,"  said  Don 
Alvaro,  after  the  first  compliments^  "  I  present  to  yon  Signer  Gregorio  de 
Noriega,  as  a  complete  cavalier.  Besides  a  thousand  other  excellent 
qualifications,  he  possesses  an  nnderstanding  so  exquisitely  cultivated,  that 
YOU  cannot  take  him  amiss.  He  is  equally  strong  on  all  subjects,  from  the 
most  dose  and  subtle  logic  down  to  the  art  of  spelling." — "Oh!  now 
yon  flatter  me,"  said  the  dtizen,  interrupting  him  with  a  very  foolish 
laugh.  "  Signer  Alvaro,  I  may  with  more  justice  return  the  compliment ; 
for  you  are,  as  one  may  say,  a  very-  draw-well  of  erudition." — "  I  had  no 
design,"  replied  Don  Alvaro,  "  to  fish  for  such  a  genteel  repartee  ;  but. 
upon  my  word,  gentlemen.  Signer  Gregorio  cannot  fiul  of  acquiring  great 
reputation  in  the  world." — "For  my  own  part,"  said  Don  Antonio, 
"  what  I  am  most  charmed  with,  and  what  I  greatly  prefer  to  his  know- 
ledge in  orthog^phy,  is  the  judicious  choice  he  makes  of  his  company  ; 
instead  of  confining  himself  to  the  conversation  of  citizens,  he  cultivates 
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acquaintance  with  none  but  yoong  lords,  without  giving  hiniHlf  any 
trouble  about  the  expense  attending  it.  Tlere  is  in  this  conduct  an  eleva- 
tion of  sentiment,  and  it  may  be  called  gpending  one's  money  witb  tsate 
and  discernment." 

These  ironical  praises  were  followed  by  a  thonsand  more  of  the  same 
sort,  and  poor  Gregorio  we*  Rpared  by  none  of  them ;  each  of  the  beaux, 
in  his  turn,  breaking  hie  jest,  the  meaning  of  which  the  fool  did  not  per- 
ceive. On  the  contrary,  he  took  every  thing  in  a  litend  sense,  and 
appeared  very  happy  in  his  gneats ;  nay,  he  seemed  even  pleased  with 
being  turned  into  ridicule:  and,  in  short,  served  them  a*  a  butt  during 
the  whole  time  of  dinner.  Ihey  stayed  with  him  the  remaining  part  of 
the  day.  and  all  night  long,  whilst  we  drank  at  discretion  as  well  as  onr 
masters  ;  and  by  the  time  they  took  leave  of  the  citizen,  we  were  all  in 
excellent  trim. 


©I 
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CHAPTER  V. 


r  OALLANTBr,  AND  atcoHn  acqvaihtbo 


nsN  I  had  refredied  myself  with  some 
honn  of  sleep,  I  ^  up  in  good  hnmonr ; 
and  remembering  the  advice  1  had  received 
from  Melendes,  vent  (my  master  not 
being  yet  awake)  and  presented  my  re- 
spects to  the  steward,  whose  vanity 
seemed  not  a  little  flattered  with  this 
instance  of  my  regard.  He  received  me 
very  gracioiuly,  and  asked  if  I  was  not 
yet  hmiliarised  to  the  way  of  living  prac- 
tised among  yoong  noblemen.  I  replied,  that  though  it  was  qnite  new  to 
me  as  yet,  I  did  not  despair  of  being  reconciled  to  it  in  time. 

And  truly  this  happened  very  soon ;  for  my  humour  snd  dispoution 
sB&red  a  ihcnvugh  change.  From  being  sedate  and  pensive,  I  became  a 
brisk,  blondering  coxcomb ;  and  the  valet  of  Don  Antonio  complimented 
me  on  my  metamorphosis,  saying,  that  there  was  now  nothing  wantiug 
to  make  me  iUnstnoos  bnt  an  intrigue ;  which,  he  affirmed,  was  ftbsolatefy 
Deceesary  towards  finishing  the  character  of  a  pretty  fellow,  aD  our  com- 
rades being  beloved  by  some  &ir  lady,  and  he  alone  being  in  possession 
of  die  good  graces  of  no  less  than  two  women  of  quality.  I  believed  the 
rogue  told  a  lie,  «od  said  to  him,  "  Monsieur  Mogican,  to  be  sure  you  sre 
a  handsome  yoting  fellow,  who  have  a  great  deal  of  wit  and  merit ;  bat 
I  cannot  conceive  how  ladies  of  qnali^  (eipecially  as  yon  don't  live 
amtmg  such),  can  allow  themsehres  to  be  charmed  by  a  man  of  yoor 
condition." — '■  Why  tnily,"  said  he,  "  they  don't  know  who  I  am.  I 
make  all  my  conquests  in  the  dress  and  even  in  the  name  of  my  master, 
ill  teD  yon  how :  I  dress  myself  like  a  yoong  nobleman ;  I  assome  his 
behaviour,  and  go  out  to  take  the  air ;  I  ogle  all  the  women  I  see,  until 
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I  meet  with  one  who  retum  tli«  leer ;  her  I  foOom,  and  find  meaiu  to 
apeak  with.*  I  call  mj«e1f  Don  Antonio  de  Centellei,  and  demand  an 
aangoatioD,  upon  which  the  lady  atands  upon  ceremony ;  I  press  her  to 
comply ;  ihe  jnelda,  «/  attera.  By  this  condact,  mj  child,"  added  he, 
"  I  ha*e  succeeded  in  my  intri^ea,  and  I  advise  thee  to  follow  my  example." 
I  was  too  ambitious  of  making  a  figure  not  to  listen  to  this  advice,  and 
besides  felt  no  aversion  to  a  love  intrigue  :  I  therefore  resolved  to  disguise 


myself  Uke  a  young  nobleman,  and  go  in  quest  of  amorons  adventurea; 
but  as  I  durst  not  dress  myself  in  onr  own  house,  for  fear  of  being  obeeryed, 
I  took  a  rich  suit  of  dothea  from  mv  master's  wardrobe,  and,  making  tt 
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«p  m  a  bundle,  carried  it  to  the  house  of  a  little  barber,  a  friend  of  mine, 
where  I  thought  I  could  dress  and  undress  with  more  convenience.  There 
I  adorned  myself  to  the  best  of  my  power,  the  barber  lending  a  helping 
band,  in  order  to  set  me  off;  and  when  we  imagined  it  was  impossible  to 
add  any  thing  to  my  appearance,  I  walked  towards  St.  Jerome's  meadow ; 
from  whence  I  was  persuaded  I  should  not  return  without  having 
found  some  intrigue  to  my  liking ;  but  before  I  was  obliged  to  go  so  far 
from  home,  I  started  one  of  a  very  brilliant  expectation. 

As  I  was  crossing  a  by-street,  I  saw  a  lady  richly  dressed,  and  perfectly 
genteel,  come  out  of  a  small  house,  and  get  into  a  hackney-coach  that 
stood  before  the  door ;  upon  which,  stopping  short  to  gaze,  I  bowed  to 
her  in  such  a  manner  as  to  inform  her  that  I  was  not  all  disgusted  at  her 
appearance ;  and  she,  to  let  me  see  she  deserved  my  notice  still  more  than 
I  imagined,  lifted  up  her  veil  for  a  moment,  and  presented  a  most 
agreeable  countenance  to  my  view :  meanwhile  the  coach  drove  off,  and 
I  remained  in  the  street,  not  a  Ifttle  struck  with  this  apparition  :  "  What 
a  charming  figure !"  said  I  to  myself.  "  Bless  me !  this  is  just  what  I 
wanted  to  complete  my  character.  If  the  two  ladies  who  are  in  love  with 
Mogicon  are  as  handsome  as  this,  I  pronounce  him  a  lucky  knave.  I 
should  be  charmed  with  my  fate  had  I  such  a  mistress." 

While  I  made  these  reflections,  I  cast  my  eyes  by  accident  towards  the  hnase 
from  whence  I  had  seen  this  lovely  creature  come  out,  and  perceived  at 
a  parlour-window  an  old  gentlewoman,  who  beckoned  me  to  come  in. 
I  flew  into  the  house  in  an  instant,  and  found,  in  a  pretty  handsome 
parlour,  this  venerable  and  discreet  matron,  who,  taking  me  for  a  marquis 
at  least*  saluted  me  with  great  respect,  saying,  "  I  don't  at  all  doubt, 
signer,  that  you  have  conceived  a  very  bad  opinion  of  a  woman,  who, 
without  being  acquainted  with  you,  beckons  you  into  her  house :  but 
perhaps  you  will  think  more  favourably  of  me,  when  you  shall  know  that 
1  don't  treat  every  body  in  the  same  manner.  But  you,  I  suppose,  are  a 
court-lord." — *'  YoU  are  not  mistaken,  my  soul,"  said  I,  stretching  out 
my  right  leg,  and  poising  my  body 'on  my  left  hip,  "I  am,  withqut 
vanity,  of  one  of  the  best  fieunilies  in  Spain." — "  I  thought  so  by  your 
appearance,"  she  replied,  "  and  I  own  I  love  to  oblige  people  of  quality ; 
that  is  my  foible.  I  observed  you  through  the  window,  looking  very 
earnestly  (as  I  suppose)  at  a  lady  who  had  just  parted  from  me.  Have 
you  a  passion  for  her  ?  tell  me  sincerely." — *'  Upon  ihe  fiwth  of  a  courtier,'* 
answered  I,  *'  she  has  captivated  me.  I  never  saw  any  thing  more  tempt- 
mg  than  that  creature.  Bring  us  together,  my  good  mother,  and  depend 
npou  my  acknowledgement :  such  good  oflices  rendered  to  us  grandees, 
seldom  pass  unrecoropensed." 
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**  I  have  already  told  you/'  replied  the  old  genUewoman,  "  that  I  am 
wholly  devoted  to  people  of  quality,  and  delight  in  being  uaefol  to  them. 
I  admit  into  my  house,  for  instance,  certain  ladies,  whom  the  exterior  of 
virtue  hinder  from  receiving  their  gallants  at  home ;  therefore  I  accom- 
modate them  with  my  house,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  warmth  of  their 
ooraplexions  with  the  rules  of  decency." — "  Very  well,"  said  I  to  her, 
*'  and  I  suppose  you  have  granted  that  favour  to  the  lady  in  question/' 
"  No,"  she  replied,  "  this  lady  is  a  young  widow  of  quality,  who  wants  a 
lover :  but  she  is  so  nice  in  that  particular,  that  I  don't  know  if  you 
yourself  will  please  her»  notwithstanding  your  extraordinary  merit:  I 
have  already  presented  to  her  three  stout  cavaliers,  whom  she  treated 
with  disdain/'^'*  Adzooks !  my  dear;''  cried  I,  with  an  air  of  assurance, 
thou  hast  no  more  to  do  but  to  put  me  on  the  scent  I  will  give  thee  a 
good  account  of  her,  believe  me.  I  long  to  have  a  tite  d  tite  with  a  shy 
beauty,  having  never  as  yet  met  with  one  of  that  character." — "  Well/' 
said  the  old  lady,  "  if  you  come  hither  •to-morrow  about  this  time,  your 
curiosity  may  be  satisfied." — "  I  will  not  fail,"  answered  I,  "  and  we  shall 
see  whether  or  not  a  young  nobleman,  such  as  I,  may  taste  the  pleasure 
of  a  conquest." 

I  returned  to  the  house  of  the  little  barber,  without  desiring  any  other 
adventures,  but  very  impatient  to  see  the  issue  of  this.  Next  day,  there- 
fore, having  been  at  great  pains  to  set  myself  off,  I  repaired  to  the  old 
gentlewoman's  house,  an  hour  before  the  appointment,  "  Signor,''  said 
she,  "  I  see  you  are  punctual,  and  I  am  glad  of  it :  for  you  will  find  it 
well  worth  your  trouble.  I  have  seen  your  young  widow,  and  have  had 
some  discourse  with  her  about  you.  She  has  forbidden  me  to  speak ;  but  I 
have  conceived  such  a  friendship  for  you,  that  I  cannot  hold  my  tongue. 
You  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  an  impression  on  her  heart,  and 
will  be  happy  very  soon.  Between  you  and  me,  the  lady  is  a  deUcious 
morsel ;  her  husband  lived  with  her  but  a  very  short  time ;  he  fleeted 
away,  as  it  were,  like  a  shadow ;  so  that  she  is  as  good  as  a  maiden." 
The  good  matron,  doubtless,  meant  one  of  those  sprightly  maidens  who 
kn'ow  how  to  enjoy  Ufe  without  the  encumbrance  of  matrin^ony. 

In  a  little  time  the  heroine  of  the  assignation  arrived  in  a  stage*coach, 
as  she  had  done  the  day  before,  adorned  with  all  the  pomp  of  dress.  As 
soon  as  she  appeared  in  the  hall,  I  began  by  five  or  six  d-la-mode  bows 
accompanied  with  the  most  fashionable  contortions;  after  which,  I 
approached  her  with  a  very  familiar  air,  saying,  "  My  princess,  behold  a 
young  nobleman*  who  is  enraptured  with  your  beauty.  Your  image, 
since  yesterday,  has  incessantly  presented  itself  to  my  imagination,  and 
expelled  a  dudiess,  who  had  b^;un  to  set  footing  in  my  heart." — "The 
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triHtnp]!,"  aiwwcred  she,  taking:  off  tier  rai,  "  u  too  ^orioos  for  me,  and 
;«t  I  do  not  perfectiy  enjoy  it :  for  yon  yoong  noblemen  are  prone  to  ctiang«, 
and  your  hearts,  they  say,  are  more  diffimit  to  keep  than  qoiokailver."— 
"Bat  my,  qneen,"  I  replied,  "let  oa  mind  the  present  only,  and  let 
^atarity  shift  for  itself:  you  are  handsome,  and  I  amorons :  end,  if  yoa 
approTC  of  my  passion,  let  us  eagago  wittaoot  «ny  farther  reflection,  and 
anbark  like  sailera,  who  think  only  of  the  pleasares,  withoat  perceiving  the 
perils  of  their  Toyaga." 

So  saying,  I  threw  myself  in  a  transport,  at  the  feet  of  my  nymph,  and, 
the  better  to  imitate  the  heanx,  pressed  her,  in  a  petnlant  manner,  to 


make  me  happy.  She  aeemed  a  little  moved  hy  my  entreaties,  but 
dionght  H  was  too  soon  to  yield  ;  therefore  poshing  me  gently  from  her, 
"  Bold,"  ttoA  die,  "  you  are  too  forward,  and  have  the  air  of  a  libertine ; 
I  am  afraid  yoa  are  no  better  than  a  dovmri^  rake." — "  O  fie,  madam  t" 
cried  I,  "  sure  you  cannot  hate  what  all  ladies  of  fashion  love  ;  none  bnt 
tradnmen'a  wivea  ezdaim  agsinst  libertinism.'' — "Yen  are  certainly  in 
the  right,"  she  replied,  "  and  I  cannot  resist  nicb  a  convincing  reason. 
It  b  in  vain,  I  find,  to  use  grimace  with  noblemen  hlLe  yon ;  and  the 
women  must  advance  one  half  of  the  way.  Know  then  yonr  victory," 
added  she,  with  an  appearance  of  confnsion.  as  if  her  modesty  snffered  in 
theconfosmon:    "yon  have  inspired  me  with  wntiments  which  I  never 
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felt  before,  and  I  want  only  to  know  who  you  are,  that  I  may  determine  to 
choose  you  for  my  lover.  I  believe  yon  are  a  young  lord,  and,  moreover, 
a  man  of  honour.  But  of  this  I  am  not  assured  ;  and  howsoever  I  may  be 
prepossessed  in  your  favour,  I  am  resolved  not  to  bestow  my  affection 
on  a  person  unknown." 

It  was  then  I  remembered  the  expedient  of  Don  Antonio's  valet  on 
the  same  occasion ;  and,  after  his  example,  having  a  mind  to  pass  for  my 
master,  "  Madam,"  said  I  to  my  widow,  "  I  will  not  refuse  to  tell  you 
my  name,  which  I  need  not  be  ashamed  to  own — ^Did  you  never  hear  of 
Don  Matthias  de  Silva !" — "  Yes,"  replied  she,  "  I  have  seen  him  at  the 
house  of  a  lady,  an  acquaintance  of  mine."  Although  I  was  pretty  well 
stocked  with  impudence,  this  answer  dflboncerted  me  a  good  deal ;  how- 
ever, I  recollected  myself  in  an  instant,  and  making  an  effort  of  genius, 
to  extricate  myself,  "  Well,  then,  my  angel,"  said  I,  you  know  a  lord 
whom — I  know  also.  Since  you  must  have  it,  I  am  one  of  the  same 
family;  his  grandfather  married  my  grand-uncle's  sister-in-law:  so  that 
you  see  we  are  very  nearly  related.  My  name  is  Don  Caesar,  and  I  am 
the  onlv  son  of  the  illustrious  Don  Fernando  de  Ribera,  who  was  slain 
fifteen  years  ago,  in  a  battle  that  wasTought  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal. 
I  could  describe  the  action,  which  was  confoundedly  hot ;  but  that  would 
be  losing  the  precious  moments  which  love  prompts  us  to  enjoy  in  a  more 
agreeable  manner." 

After  this  discourse  I  became  more  pressing  and  passionate  :  but  all  to 
little  effect ;  the  favours  which  my  goddess  bestowed  upon  me,  only  serving 
to  make  me  sigh  after  those  which  she  refused  :  but  though  the  barbarous 
creature  got  into  her  coach  that  waited  at  t^ie  door,  I  went  home  very  well 
satisfied  with  my  good  fortune,  although  I  was  not  yet  perfectly  happy. 
"  If,"  said  I  to  myself,  ''  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  .height  of  my 
wishes,  it  is  because  my  princess  is  a  lady  of  rank  and  delicacy,  who  thinks 
it  indecent  to  yield  to  my  transports  during  the  first  interview.  The  pride 
of  her  birth  has  retarded  my  happiness,  which,  however,  is  only  delayed 
for  a  few  days."  Not  but  that  I  had  always  some  suspicions,  that  the 
whole  afiair  was  a  well-concerted  trick.  But  I  loved  to  consider  it  in 
the  most  favourable  point  of  view,  and  to  preserve  the  advantageous  opinion 
I  had  conceived  of  the  lady,  with  whom  I  had  agreed  to  meet  again  next 
day ;  the  hope  of  accomplishing  my  wishes  giving  me  a  taste,  by  anticipa- 
tion, of  the  pleasures  I  expecte(^to  enjoy. 

With  my  fancy  full  of  these  smiling  images,  I  returned  to*  the  house  of 
my  barber,  where  I  changed  my  dress,  and  went  to  wait  on  my  master 
at  a  tennis-court,  where  I  knew  he  was.  I  found  him  engaged  in  play, 
^nd  even  perceived  that  he  had  been  lucky;  for  he  was  none  of  those 


|>h]egmatic  gameatera,  who  earicb  or  ruin  themcelves,  without  changing  a 
feature.  In  his  prosperity  he  was  full  of  insultiDg  raillery  :  bat  very  mo- 
rOM  when  fortune  declared  against  him.  I^eaving  the  tenoii-court  in 
great  good  humour,  he  went  directly  to  the  prince's  theatre,  and  I 
followed  him  to  the  play-hoiue  door,  where  giving  me  a  ducat — "  Here, 
Gil  Bias,"  said  he,  "  since  I  have  been  lucky,  thou  ihalt  fed  the  effecta 


of  it;  go  and  enjoy  thyself  nith  thy  rompanions,  and  about  midnight 
come  to  me  at  the  houM  of  Areeniu,  where  I  am  to  sup  with  Don  Atexo 
Segiar."  So  taying,  he  went  in,  and  I  remained  thinking  how  I  should 
spend  my  dnrat.  according  to  the  intention  of  the  donor.  I  woa  not  long 
in  suspense ;  Clarino,  Don  Atexo's  valet,  appeared  all  of  a  sudden,  and 
I  carried  him  to  the  next  tavern,  where  we  regaled  ourselves  till  twelve 
o'clock  :  and  from  thence  repaired  together  to  the  house  of  Arseuia,  where 
he  was  likewise  ordered  to  rendezvous.  A  little  lacquey  opened  the  door, 
and  introdnced  us  into  a  parlour,  where  the  waiting  women  of  Arsenia 
aad  Florimonda  sat  together,  langhmg  as  if  for  a  wager,  while  their  mii- 
trenes  entertained  our  masters  fbove. 

The  arrival  of  two  merry  fdlows,  who  had  supped  to  their  satia&ction, 
could  not  he  disagreeable  to  chamberrivids,  especially  to  those  of  the 
actresses  ;  but  what  was  my  astonishment,  when,  in  the  person  of  one  of 
them,  1  beheld  my  widow !  my  adorable  widow,  whom  1  believed  a  mar- 
chioness or  countesfl.  Sbe  seemed  no  lesa  surprised  at  seeing  her  Don 
Cienr  de  Bibeia  metamorphosed  into  the  valet  d»  chambte  of  a  beau ; 


however,  m  ckatini  oaa  uiother  without  bejng  diMoncerted  i  wad  both 
at  one  Ume  were  aeized  with  nich  r  violent  inclination  to  lough,  that  we 
could  not  help  indiilgiug  it.  After  which,  Laura  (ao  wu  my  priuceM 
called),  taking  me  aiide,  while  Clarino  made  np  to  her  companion,  tctt 
gradoody,  preaented  her  hand,  «aybg.  aofUy — '"lUte  it,  Don  Ceaaart 
ioBtead  of  reproaching  let  lu  com^diment  one  another,  my  friend :  ytm 
performed  your  part  to  admiration  ;  and  I  did  not  behare  amiw  in  mine. 
What  say  you  ?  confeu  that  yon  took  me  for  one  of  those  fine  ladies  of 
quality,  who  amuse  themaelvea  with  intrigues." — "  Tla  true,"  aoiwered  I, 
"  but  whosoever  yon  are,  my  queen,  I  have  not  changed  my  sentiments 
with  mj  dress :  1 1>eg  yon  wiU  accept  my  services,  and  allow  the  valet  de 
chambre  of  Don  Matthias  to  finish  that  which  Don  Ctesar  had  so  happily 
begun." — "  Yes,"  said  she,  "  I  love  thee  still  better  in  thy  own  cha- 
racter than  in  that  of  another :  thou  art  just  such  a  man  as  I  am  a 
woman,  and  that  is  the  strongest  approbation  I  can  bestow :  I  therefore 


receive  the«  into  the  crowd  of  my  adorers  :  we  shall  have  no  more  occa- 
sion for  the  ministry  of  the  old  woman  :  for  thou  may'st  come  hither  with 
the  utmost  freedom :  we  ladies  of  the  stage  live  without  constnunt,  and 
helter-skeher  with  the  men.  The  effects  of  this  communication  are  some- 
times very  visible  indeed ;  but  the  town  laughs  at  them,  and  our  business, 
thou  kcowest,  is  to  divert  it." 

Here  we  broke  off,  because  there  were  others  present,  and  the  con- 
versation became  genera],  sprightly,  joyous,  and  full  of  palpable  double 
entendres.  Every  one  bore  a  part;  Arsenia's  maid  in  particular,  my 
lovely  Lanrv,  shone  very  moch,  and  showed  a  great  deal  more  wit  than 
virtue.  On  the  other  hand,  our  masters  and  the  actresses  often  burst 
out  into  long  fits  of  laughter,  which  we  overheard,  and  from  which  we 
concluded  that  their  discourse  was  muclf  of  the  same  stamp  with  our 
own.  If  all  the  fine  things  which  were  said  that  night  at  Arsenia's  had 
been  committed  to  writing,  th^  would  have  composed,  I  believe,  a 
treatise  very  instructive  for  youth.  In  the  mean  time,  the  hoar  of  retreat, 
that  is,  the  dawn  arrived,  and  we  were  obliged  to  part.  Garino  followed 
Don  Alexo,  and  I  went  home  with  Don  Matthias. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


.■  tnj  master  wm  drMaiug,  he  receiv- 
ed a  billet  from  Dun  Alezo  Segiar,  desi- 
ring his  company  at  his  house,  nhither 
he  went,  and  foond  with  him  the  Msrqnii 
of  Zenata,  and  another  yonng  nobleman  of 
a  good  mien,  whom  I  had  never  seen  before. 
"  Don  Matthias,"  said  Segiar  to  my  maater 
preientiDg  the  unknown  cavaher,  "  this  is 
Don  Fompeio  de  Caitro,  a  relation  of  mine, 
who  has  been  at  the  court  of  Portugal 
almost  from  his  mfimcy :  he  arrived  at 
Madrid  last  night,  and  will  set  out  to-morrow  for  Lisbon  ;  so  that, 
he  can  spare  only  one  day,  I  am  resolved  to  enjoy  the  precious 
opportunity,  and,  in  order  to  make  it  the  more  agreeable  to  him,  have 
called  yon  and  the  marquis  of  Zenata  to  my  aMistance."  Upon  ihia, 
my  master  and  Don  Aleio'e  kinsman  embraced  and  complimented  one 
another,  and  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  discoiiise  of  Don  Pompeio,  who 
■eemed  to  have  a  great  share  of  judgment  and  penetration. 

Having  dined  at  Segiar's,  these  noblemen  amused  themselvea  at  cards, 
tm  the  hoar  of  grnng  to  the  play ;  and  then  went  altogether  to  the  prince's 
theatr«,  to  see  a  new  tragedy,  entitied.  The  Queen  of  Carthage.  After 
the  representation  of  the  piece,  they  retnmed,  and  supped  where  they 
had  dined  t  the  cooverMtion,  at  int.  turning  on  Ac  piece  they  lad  seen 
performed,  and  afterwards  upon  the  actors.  "  As  for  the  worii  itself," 
cried  Don  Mattluaa,  "I  have  no  great  opinion  of  it;  it  makes  jEneas 
still  more  insipid  than  he  is  represented  in  the  jEoeid ;  bnt  every  body 
must  agree  that  it  was  divinely  jJayed.  What  says  Signor  Don  Pompeio  ? 
he  does  not  aeem  to  be  of  my  way  (rf  thinking." — "  Gentlemen,"  said 
that  cavalier  smiling,  "  I  have  perceived  you  so  much  charmed  with  your 


players,  and,  in  particular,  witli  your  actresses,  that  I  ought  not  to  be  so 
bold  as  to  signify  my  dissent  from  your  opinions." — "  Yon  are  mncb  in 
the  right,"  said  Don  Alexo,  in  a  joculur  manner,  "your  censuru  will 
be  very  unseasonable  here;  and  you  ought  to  show  some  respect  for 
our  actresses  before  as,  who  are  the  trumpets  of  their  reputation.  As 
we  drink  with  them  every  day,  we  can  do  no  lew  than  warrant  them 
perfect  in  their  vocation;  and  even  give  them  certificates  if  there  be 
occasion  for  it." — "  I  do  not  at  aU  doubt  it,"  answered  his  relaUon,  "  and 
I  dare  say.  yoa  would  do  the  same  for  their  morals,  so  much  are 
yon  their  friends." 

"  Your  comedians  at  Lisbon,"  said  the  marquis  of  Zenata,  laughing, 
'are  doubtless,  much  better  than  ours." — "Yes,  certaiuly,"  replied  Don 
Pompeio,  "  at  least,  there  are  some  of  them  who  have  no  defect." 
"  And  these,"  resumed  the  marquis,  "  may  depend  upon  your  certificate." 
"  I  have  no  connexion  with  them,"  sud  Don  Pompeio,  "  and  as  I  never 
enter  into  their  parties  of  pleasure,  can  judge  of  their  merit  without  preju- 
dice. But  do  you  really"  added  he  "  think  your  company  so  excellent  ?" 
"  No,  faith !"  said  the  marquis  "  I  believe  no  socb  thing  i  and  provided 
you  give  me  leave  to  defend  a  very  small  number  of  the  players,  T  will 
willingly  give  np  all  the  rest.  Won't  you  allow  that  she  who  played  the 
part  of  Dido,  is  an  admirable  actress  ?   Did  she  not  represeat  the  queei 


with  all  the  dignity  and  grace  which  is  conformable  to  the  idea  we  have 
of  her  ?  and  did  yon  not  admire  her  art  in  enga^ng  the  mind  of  the  spec- 
tator, and  making  him  feel  the  emotions  of  all  those  pasuons  that  are 
expressed  ?  She  may  be  said  to  be  constunmately  skilled  in  all  tbe 
refinements  of  declamation."—"  I  agree,"  said  Don  Pompeio,    "  that  she 
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knows  how  to  awake  and  touch  the  passionB  of  the  audience ;  no  player 
had  ever  more  feeling,  and,  on  the  whole,  her  representation  is  very  fine. 
I  was  shocked  with  two  or  three  things  in  her  performance.  When  she 
would  express  surprise  she  rolls  her  eyes  in  such  an  extravagant  manner, 
as  very  ill  becomes  the  deportment  of  a  princess.  Add  to  this,  that 
in  raising  her  voice,  which  is  naturally  low,  she  corrupts  the  sweetness 
of  it,  and  produces  a  very  disagreeable  croaking :  besides,  in  more  places 
than  one,  she  gave  reason  to  suspect  that  she  did  not  very  well  understand 
her  part :  but,  however,  I  am  inclined  to  impute  this  rather  to  inattention 
than  want  of  capacity." 

'*  By  what  I  can  see,"  said  Don  Matthias  to  the  critic,  "  yon  will  scarce 
write  a  panegyric  on  our  actresses." — "  Pardon  me,"  replied  Don  Pom^ 
peio,  "  I  can  discover  great  talents  through  their  defects.  I  own  I  was 
enchanted  with  that  actress  who  performed  the  part  of  a  chambermaid  in 
the  interlades:  she  has  a  fine  genius,  treads  the  stage  gracefully,  and 
every  witticism  she  utters  is  seasoned  with  a  sarcastic  smile,  full  of  charms, 
which  very  much  enhances  the  value  of  what  is  said.  She  may,  indeed, 
be  blamed  for  indalging  her  fire  sometimes  a  little  too  much,  and  trans- 
gressing the  bounds  of  modest  assurance.  But  we  must  not  be  too  severe 
and  I  could  only  wish  that  she  would  correct  one  bad  habit  she  has  con- 
tracted. Frequently,  in  the  middle  of  a  serious  scene,  she  interrupts  the 
performance  all  of  a  sudden,  by  yielding  to  a  silly  desire  of  laughing,  with 
which  she  is  seized.  You'll  say  she  is  applauded  by  the  pit,  even  at  these 
times  :  there,  I  own,  she  is  lucky." 

'*  Well,  what  do  you  think  of  the  men  ?"  said  the  marquis,  interrupting 
him :  "  surely  you'll  charge  them  full  volley,  since  you  have  been  so 
unmerciful  to  the  women." — "  No,"  said  Don  Pompeio,  "  I  think  you 
have  some  promising  young  actors ;  and  am  particularly  pfeased  with  that 
£st  comedian  who  acted  the  part  of  Dido's  prime  minister ;  he  repeats 
very  naturally,  and  declaims  just  as  they  do  in  Portugal." — "  If  he  can 
please  yon,"  said  Segiar,  "  you  must  be  charmed  with  the  action  of  him 
who  played  the  part  of  iEneas.  Is  he  not  a  great  comedian  ?  an  origmal  ?" 
*'  Very  original !"  replied  the  critic,  "  his  cadence  is  quite  peculiar,  and 
his  tones  abundantly  shrill :  he  almost  always  deserts  nature,  hurries  over 
the  words  which  contain  the  sentiment,  and  places  the  emphasis  where  it 
should  not  be;  making  pauses  even  on  articles  and  conjunctions.  He 
diverted  me  very  much ;  particularly  when  he  expressed  to  his  confidant 
the  violence  he  did  himsetf  in  abandoning  the  princess ;  never  was  grief 
more  comically  expressed." — "  Softly,  cousin,"  replied  Don  Alexo : 
"  thou  wilt  make  us  believe,  by-and-by,  that  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of 
taste  at  the  court  of  Portugpal.  Dost  thou  know  that  the  actor  of  whom 
24 
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we  tpeftk  ii  recVoned  k  phoenix  ?  Didst  thou  not  hear  what  claps  of  ap- 
pkuEn  Ite  obtained !  a  plniii  proof  that  he  is  far  from  being  conteropti- 
ble  " — '■  That  is  no  proof  at  oil,"  anawered  Don  Pompeio.  "  Gentlemen," 
added  he,  "  let  u*  not,  I  beg  of  yon,  lay  any  BtreBs  upon  the  applause  of  the 
pit,  vrhich  is  often  bestowed  very  niueBHinably  : — nay,  more  seldom  on  true 
merit  than  on  false,  as  PbEedrun  observes,  by  an  ingenious  fable,  which  I  heg 
leave  to  repeat.     Here  it  ii — 

The  inhabitants  of  a  certain  city  being  assembled  m  pubbc  to  te« 
pantomimes  there  was  among  the  performers  a  favonte  actor  whom 
thev  applauded  e^ery  moment  This  buffoon  having  a  mind  to  close 
the  scene  with  a  new  Ittnd  of  representation  appeared  alone  upon  the 
sta^e  stncped  dona  covering  his  head  with  his  cloak  and  squeaking  hke 
a  pig  acquitted  himself  so  well  that  the  audience  actually  imagined  he 
had  nne  under  hie  clithes  they  ordered  him  therefore  to  strip  which  be 
having  done  and  nothing  appesnng  the  whole  assembly  thundered 
applaute      A  peasant  who  happened  to  be  one  of  the  spectators    shocked 


—      -^??^^_ 


III  these  expresi^ioos  of  edniiration,  cried,  '  Gentlemen,  you  have  no  cause 
tobc  (.liuin.tu  with  thHt  bufi'oun,  who  is  not  such  an  exijnisite  actor  as 
vou  imagijie :  1  can  jiluy  the  pig  better  than  he,  and,  if  you  doubt  it, 
coii.c  hither  ugain  to-mbiiow  at  this  hour.'     The  people  prepoaeessed  in 
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tkvom  of  th«r  pantomimes,  re-aBsein'iled  next  A\y  in  gre&t  ntimben. 
rather  to  hiss  the  peasant  than  see  what  he  could  do.  The  two  rivsb 
appearing  on  the  stage,  the  bnflbon  began,  end  vaa  applauded  more  than 
ever :  then  the  countryman,  stooping  in  his  tnrn,  and  muffling  his  head 
in  hia  cloak,  pinched  the  ear  of  a  real  pig,  which  he  held  under  his  arm, 
and  made  it  squeak  most  piercingly ;  nerertheless,  the  audience  gave  the 
preference  to  the  pantomime,  and  hooted  the  peasant,  who  all  of  a 
•ndden  producing  the  pig  to  the  spectators,  '  Gentlemen,'  said  he,  '  it  is 
not  me  whom  yon  hisa,  hut  this  poor  pig  himself;  such  excellent 
judges  yon  are !'  " 

"  CouMu,"  said  Ale«o,  "  thy  fable  is  too  severe  :  but  notwithstanding 
thy  pig,  we  will  not  give  up  our  opinion.  Let  us  change  the  discourse," 
added  he,  "  I  am  tired  of  this  subject.  So,  Ihou  wilt  depart  to-morrow, 
in  spite  of  my  desire  to  enjoy  thy  company  a  Mttle  longer." — "  I  wish  I 
could  make  a  longer  stay  at  Madrid,"  replied  his  kinsman,  "bat  it  is  not 
in  my  power.  ]  have  told  yon  already,  that  I  came  to  the  court  of  Spain 
about  an  affair  of  state;  and,  at  my  arrival  yesterday,  had  an  audience 
of  the  prime  minister,  whom  I  shall  see  again  to  morrow  morning; 
immediately  after  which  I  shall  set  out  on  my  return  to  Lisbon." — "  lliou 
art  become  altogether  Portuguese,"  said  Segiar,  "  and  in  all  likelihood 
wilt  never  return  to  live  at  Madrid." — "I  believe  I  shall  not,"  answered 
Don  Pompeio,  "for  1  am  so  happy  as  to  be  beloved  by  the  king  of  Portugal, 
and  enjoy  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  at  his  court.  But  notwithstanding  his 
kindness  to  me,  would  you  believe  that  1  have  been  on  the  point  of  quitting 
his  dominions  for  ever  ?" — "  Pray  tell  us  the  reason,"  said  Don  Alezo. 
"  With  all  my  heart,"  answered  Don  Pompeio,  "  and  at  the  same  time 
will  relate  the  story  of  my  life." 
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\  T  is  known  to  Don  Alezo,"  added  he,  "  that 
.  while  I  wM  yet  a  little  boy  I  resolved  to  carry 
)  nva  i  and  that  seeing  oar  own  country  in  pro- 
I  found  peace,  I  went  to  Portugal,  from  whence 
i  I  passed  over  into  Ahicn  with  the  Duke  of 
1  Braganxa,  who  gave  me  employment  in  tha 
'  army  under  his  command.    Being  a  younger 

, ,  ,_.      .  _'   brother  of  very  small  fortune,  I  was  under  a 

'rij  ^  .,-j^ »  i  -.  ' '  .  necessity  of  signalizing  myself  in  anch  a 
manner  as  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  general ;  and  did  my 'duty  bo  well, 
that  the  duke  promoted  and  put  me  into  a  condition  to  serre  with  honour. 
After  a  long  war,  the  issue  of  which  you  all  know,  I  attached  myself  to 
the  court ;  and  the  king,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  general 
officers,  gratified  me  with  a  considerable  pension.  Sensible  of  this 
monarch's  generosity,  I  lost  no  occasion  of  manifesting  my  gratitnde 
by  my  assiduity ;  and  was  always  in  attendance  at  those  hours  in 
which  people  are  permitted  to  pay  their  respects;  by  which  be- 
havionr  I  insensibly  acquired  the  love  d  that  prince,  who  honoured  me 
with  new  favours. 

Having  one  day  distinguished  myself  at  the  ring,  and  a  bull-fight  that 
preceded  it,  the  whole  court  commended  my  strength  and  address;  and 
when  1  returned  home,  loaded  with  applause,  I  found  a  billet  importing 
that  a  lady,  the  conquest  of  whom  ought  to  tatter  me  more  than  all  the 
honour  I  had  that  day  acquired,  wanted  to  converse  with  me  ;  and  that 
I  should  in  the  twilight  repair  to  a  certain  place  that  was  described.  This 
letter  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  bH  the  pnuse  I  had  received,  and  I 
imagined  that  the  person  who  wrote  it  most  be  a  lady  <^  the  first  quality. 
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You  MKf  tawij  gaett  that  I  flew  to  the  rendezroiiB,  where  an  old  woman 
haag  in  waiting,  to  lerve  a«  a  guide,  introdocecl  me  hj  a  little  garden- 
door,  into  a  gitmt  houM,  and  shot  mc  in  a  rich  closet,  sayiog,  "  Stay  here 
tmtil  I  inform  mjr  mietress  of  yoar  arrival."  I  perceived  a  great  many 
cnrioni  things  in  this  doiet,  which  was  enlightened  by  a  great  number  of 
wax-candles ;  bnt  my  sole  view  in  considering  its  magnificence  was  to 
confirm  myself  ia  the  opinion  J  had  already  concrived  of  the  lady's  rank. 
If  all  that  I  saw  seemed  to  assure  me  she  was  a  person  of  the  first  quaUty, 
when  she  appeared  I  was  convinced  of  it,  by  her  noble  and  majestic  air. 
Nevertheless  I  was  mistaken. 


"  Signor  Cavalier,"  said  she  "  after  the  advances  I  have  made,  it  woold 
be  ridicoloos  to  conceal  the  tender  sentiments  I  have  for  you,  which, 
however,  were  not  inspired  by  that  merit  yon  have  this  day  shown  before 
the  wh(^  conrt.  That  has  only  hastened  the  discovery  :  for  I  have  seen 
yon  more  than  once,  and  inqnired  into  yonr  character,  which  pleased  me 
•o  modi  that  I  determined  to  follow  my  inclination.  Don't  imagine," 
aaid  sbe,  "  that  yon  have  made  a  conqaest  of  some  dnchess.  I  am  no 
other  than  the  widow  of  a  simple  officer  of  the  king's  guards  :  bet  what 
makes  your  victory  still  more  glorious,  is  the  preference  I  give  yon  to  one 
of  the  greatest  lords  in  the  kingdom.  The  duke  of  Almeyda  is  in  love 
with  me.  and  spares  nothing  to  inflame  me  with  a  mutual  passion ;  but 
hitherto  be  baa  been  tuauccessfnl,  and  I  suffer  his  addresses  only  through 
vani^." 


Thongh  I  found  by  her  diacoime  that  I  hsd  to  do  vith  a  eoqnctt*,  I 
tbonght  myself  very  mnch  obliged  to  fortone  for  thii  adrentnre ;  Doiuik 
Hortentm,  bo  waa  the  lady  called,  vraa  atill  in  the  prime  of  youth ;  and  I 
was  dazzled  with  her  beauty :  besides,  she  offered  me  the  poasession  of 
a  heart  which  would  not  yield  to  the  addrcates  of  a  dake.  What  a 
triumph  was  this  for  a  young  Spanish  cavalier !  I  accordingly  threw 
myself  at  her  feet.  thanVed  her  for  her  goodnc 


,  said  all  that  a  i 


gallantry  could  utter  on  such  an  occaa  on  and  she  had  reason  to  be 
satufied  wi  h  he  raoRports  of  my  grab  ude  We  parted  the  best  of 
fnends  n  the  wo  d  af  e  hanng  agreed  to  aee  one  ano  he  every  night 
on  wh  h  she  shou  d  be  disengaged  from  he  duke  of  Almeyda  and  this 
she  prom  «ed  to  ad  ertiee  me  of  punc  na  y  n  wh  b  she  did  not  bd :  ao 
tha     n  a  wo  d  I  became  he  Aoon  s  of  th  s  new  Venus 

But  the  ptea.u  es  f  fe  a  e  f ar  f  om  be  n^  e  e  nal  Wba  ever  measores 
the  lady  ou  d  tak  o  conceal  ou  corresponden  e  from  my  rival, 
oe  did  not  &il  to  get  notice  of  he  who  e  of  what  t  was  so  much  oor 
mtemt  to   keep    from    his    know  edge       A  mulconteut 


infomed  bim  of  the  tfiair ;  and  that  lord,  natonll;  generooa,  bat  withal 
hwightj,  jealooi,  mnd  pawionate,  wu  incensed  at  mj  presumption  :  rags 
uid  jealoaay  took  poteession  of  his  Bonl ;  and  foUowiog  the  dictate!  of  bit 
bay,  be  resolved  to  avenge  bimwlf  of  me  in  an  iniamous  ttaaaa.  One 
night,  while  I  was  with  Hortenua,  he  wwted  for  me  at  the  little 
gnrden-door,  attended  by  all  his  footmen,  anned  with  cloba  j  and  m 
aooa  a*  I  came  ont,  making  these  wretches  seize  me,  wdered  them  to 


eudgd  roe  to  death.  "  Strike,"  said  he,  "and  let  tlrf  ■adactona  viBiun 
peri»h  under  your  hands ;  for  so  am  I  resolved  to  poniih  his  insolence." 
He  had  no  sooner  spoke  these  words  ihnn  hi*  peo^e  ussnlted  me  aU 
together,   and  gave  me  so  many  blows,  that  I  lay  sUetched  upon  the 
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ground,  wHlioat  sense  or  motion;  after  which  thef  retired  with  their 
master,  who  had  regaled  himself  with  this  oniel  execution :  and  I  remained 
as  thef  left  me  during  the  rest  of  the  night.  At  break  of  day  some 
people  happened  to  pass,  and  perceiving  still  some  life  in  ^me,  were  so 
charitable  as  to  carry  me  to  the  hoase  of  a  surgeon  :  luekily  my  wounds 
were  not  mortal,  and  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  ridlfnl  artist,  who  made  a 
perfect  cure  of  me  in  two  months ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  I  repaired 
again  to  court,  and  resumed  my  former  way  of  living,  save  that  I  never 
went  back  to  Hortensia,  who  on  her  part  took  no  step  to  see  me  again, 
because  the  duke  on  these  terms  had  pardoned  her  infidelity. 

My  adventure  being  universally  known,  and  nobody  suspecting  my 
courage,  every  one  was  astonished  to  see  me  as  tranquil  as  if  I  had  not 
received  any  afiront ;  for  I  imparted  my  thoughts  to  no  man  breathing, 
and  seemed  to  be  void  of  all  resentment ;  so  that  people  did  not  know 
what  to  think  of  my  feigned  insensibility.  Some  believed  that,  notwith- 
standing my  courage,  the  rank  of  my  antagonist  kept  me  in  awe,  and 
obliged  me  to  digest  the  injury ;  .others,  with  more  reason,  suspected  my 
silence,  and  looked  npon  the  peaceful  appearance  I  put  on  as  a  deceitful 
calm.  Of  this  opinion  was  the  king,  who  did  not  think  me  a  person 
that  would  leave  such  an  outrage  unpunished :  but  believed  that  I  would 
not  fail  to  revenge  myself  as  soon  as  I  could  find  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity. That  he  might  know  whether  or  not  he  guessed  my  sentiments 
aright,  he  called  me  one  day  into  his  closet,  where  he  said,  "  Don  Pompeio, 
I  know  the  accident  which  has  happened  to  you,  and  am,  I  confess, 
surprised  at  your  tranquillity,  which  must  certainly  be  dissimulation.*' 
"  Sire,"  I  replied,  "  I  know  not  who  was  the  agressor,  having  been 
attacked  in  the  dark  By  people  unknown :  so  that  I  must  console  myself 
for  the  misfortune  as  well  as  I  can." — "No,  no,"  said  the  king,  "you 
must  not  think  to  dupe  me  with  that  evasion,  which  is  all  dissembled  :  I 
have  been  informed  of  the  whole  a£fiBdr ;  the  duke  of  Almeyda  has  given 
you  a  mortal  afi^ont.  You  are  a  gentleman  and  a  Caatilian,  and  I  know 
what  these  qualities  oblige  you  to  do.  You  have  formed  a  resolution  to 
avenge  yourself.  Communicate  your  scheme  to  me.  I  insist  upon  it« 
and  don't  be  afiraid  that  you  shall  have  cause  to  repent  of  making  me 
your  confidant." 

"  Since  your  majesty,"  answered  I,  "commands  it,  I  will  discover  my 
sentiments.  Yes,  Sire,  I  intend  to  take  vengeance  for  the  affi*ont  I  have 
suffered.  £very  one  who  bears  the  name  of  a  gentleman  is  accountable 
for  it  to  his  family.  You  know  the  unworthy  treatment  I  have  received, 
and  I  purpose  to  assassinate  the  Duke  of  Almeyda,  to  revenge  m3rself  in  a 
manner  suitable  to  the  ofience.     I  will  plunge  a  poignard  into  hji  breast. 
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or  tlioot  him  throngh  the  head,  and  escape  if  I  can  into  Spain.  This  is 
my  design." — "  It  is  a  violent  one/'  said  the  king ;  "  nevertheless  I  can- 
not condemn  it,  after  the  cmel  outrage  which  the  Doke  of  Almeyda  has 
eommitted  upon  you.  He  is  worthy  of  the  chastisement  yon  r^rve  for 
him:  bat  do  not  execute  your  enterprise  in  a  harry.  Leave  it  to  me  to 
£nd  o«t  an  expedient  for  bringing  yon  to  an  accomodation." — "Ah, 
Sire!"  cried  I  very  much  chagrined,  "why  did  you  oblige  me  to  reveal 
my  secret?  What  expedient  can/' — "If  I  don't  find  one  to  yoor  satis- 
faction,"  said  he,  interrupting  me,  "  you  may  put  your  resolution  in 
practice.  I  don't  intend  to  abuse  the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me, 
and  win  by  no  means  betray  your  honour.  So  that  you  may  make 
yourself  easy  on  that  score/' 

I  was  greatly  at  a  loss^o  know  in  what  manner  the  king  intended  to 
terminate  the  afiair  in  an  amicable  manner ;  and  this  is  the  method  he 
took.  In  a  private  conversation  with  the  Duke  of  Almeyda,  "  My  lord," 
said  he,  "  you  have  injured  Don  Pompeio  de  Castro ;  and  as  yon  are  not 
ignorant  of  his  being  a  man  of  illustrious  birth,  and  a  gentleman  whom  I 
love  on  account  of  his  faithful  services,  you  ought  to  give  him  satisfaction/' 
"  I  am  not  of  a  humour  to  refuse  it/'  answered  the  duke  ;  "  if  he  com- 
|dains  of  my  wrath,  I  am  ready  to  do  him  justice  in  the  field/' — "  You 
must  give  him  another  sort  of  reparation,"  replied  the  king ;  "  a  Spanish 
gentleman  understands  the  point  of  honour  too  well  to  fight  openly  with 
a  secret  assassin.  I  can  give  you  no  other  name,  and  you  cannot  expiate 
the  indignity  of  your  action  any  other  way  than  by  presenting  your 
enemy  with  a  cane,  and  submitting  to  a  retaliation." — "  Oh  heavens !" 
cried  the  duke,  "  what,  Sire !  would  you  have  a  man  of  my  rank  conde- 
scend to  humble  himself  before  a  simple  cavalier,  and  allow  himself  to  be 
caned  ?" — "  No,"  replied  the  monarch,  "  I  will  make  Don  Pompeio  pro- 
mise that  he  will  not  strike  you.  Only  ask  pardon  for  the  violence  you 
committed,  and  present  him  with  a  cane ;  that  is  all  I  expect  of  you." 
"  And  that  is  too  much  to  expect  from  me.  Sire,"  said  the  duke,  inter- 
rnpting  him  hastily ;  "  I  will  rather  continue  exposed  to  the  secret  shafts 
of  his  revenge."—"  Your  life  is  dear  to  me,"  said  the  king,  "  and  my 
desire  is  tiiat  this  afiair  may  have  no  bad  cqpsequences.  To  bring  it  to  a 
conclusion  the  less  disagreeable  for  you,  I  will  be  the  only  witness  to  that 
satisfaction  which  I  insist  on  your  making  to  the  Spaniard." 

The  king  had  occasion  for  all  his  power  pver  the  duke,  to  bring  him  to 
this  mortifying  condescension.  However,  he  succeeded ;  and  afterwards 
sending  for  me,  recounted  the  discourse  he  had  had  with  my  enemy,  and 
asked  if  I  would  be  satisfied  with  the  reparation  agreed  upon  between 
them.  I  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  even  gave  my  word  and  honour, 
25 


that,  far  from  etriking  the  offender,  I  would  not  even  Bceept  ot  die  eaae 
he  should  present  to  me.  Tbiogs  being  regulated  in  this  manner,  the 
duke  and  I,  one  day,  went  at  a  certain  hour  to  the  king,  who  abutting 
himself  Dp  with  us  in  the  closet,  "  Come,"  Hid  he  to  the  dnke,  "  acknow- 
ledge yoor  fault,  and  deserve  to  be  forgiven."  Upon  tbii  my  enbmy  made 
bis  apology,  md  presented  me  with  the  txat  whiob  be  b«d  in  Ini  band. 


"  Don  Potopeio,"  aaid  the  moaarcb  to  me,  that  instant,  "  take  the  etne, 
and  let  not  my  presence  hinder  you  from  satisfying  yonr  injured  honour  ;  I 
acquit  yuu  of  the  promise  you  made,  not  to  strike  the  duke."— "No.  rire." 
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answered  I,  "it  is  safficient  that  he  rabmits  to  be  beaten;  an  injured 
S||^uivai;d  aaka  no  more." — *'  Well,"  replied  the  king,  "  since  you  are  con- 
tented with  that  satisfaction,  you  may  now  enjoy  the  privilege  of  a  regular 
process :  measure  your  swords,  and  determine  your  quarrel  like  men  of 
honour*" — "  It  is  what  I  ardently  desire!"  cried  the  Duke  of  Alroeyda, 
with  precipitation,  "  and  that  alone  is  capable  of  consoling  me  for  the 
shamefol  condescension  I  have  made." 

$0  sayings  he,  went  away  full  of  rage  and  confusion,  and  two  hours 
aftie^  Q9Pt  to  let  me  know  that  he  waited  for  me  in  a  private  place. 
Thither  I  r^aired,,  and  found  that  lord  in  a  humour  to  iight  heaitify. 
He  was  not  quite  forty,  and  wanted  neither  courage  nor  skfil,  so  Uiat  the 
match  was  pretty  equal.  "  Come,  Don  Pompeio,"  said  he,  "  let  qs 
decide  our  difference  here :  both  of  us  ought  to  he  exasperated  to  the 
highest  pitch ;  you,  for  the  treatment  you  have  received  at  my  hands ; 
and  I,  for  having  asked  your  pardon.  With  these  words  he  drew  upon 
me  so  suddenly,  that  I  had  not  time  to  make  any  reply,  and  pushed  with 
great  vigour ;  but  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  parry  aU  his  tfanists,  and 
attacked  him  in  my  turn ;  when  I  found  I  had  to  do  with  an  antagonist 
who  knew  how  to  defend  as  well  as  to  assault ;  and  I  don't  know  what 
might  have  happened,  if  he  had  not  made  a  false  step  in  retreating,  and 
Mien  backward.  I  stopt  immediately,  and  bade  him  get  up;  and  he 
answered,  "  Why  do  you  spare  me  ?  I  am  injured  by  your  pity." — "  T  will 
not  wrong  my  glory  so  much,"  said  I,  "  as  to  take  any  advantage  of  your 
misfortune ;  get  up  once  more,  and  let  us  fight  it  out." 

'*  Don  Pompeio,"  said  he,  rising,  '*  after  this  instance  of  your  genero- 
sity, honour  will  not  permit  me  to  use  my  sword  against  you.  What 
would  the  world  say  of  me  should  I  kill  you  ?  I  should  be  looked  upon 
as  a  coward,  who  had  taken  the  life  of  a  person  who  had  it  in^s  power 
to  deprive  me  of  mine.  I  can,  therefore,  no  longer  fight  against  you ; 
and  I  feel  the  warm  tran^orts  of  gratitude  succeed  those  furious  emotions 
which  reigned  within  my  breast.  Don  Pompeio,"  added  he,  "let  our 
mutual  hatred  cease.  Let  us  even  go  farther,  and  be  friends.** — "  Ah, 
my  lord,"  cried  I,  •*  I  embrace  the  agreeable  proposal  with  joy !  J  vow 
the  most  sincere  friendship ;  and,  as  the  first  proof,  promise  never  to  set 
foot  within  the  door  of  Donna  Hortensia,  even  though  she  should  desire 
to  see  me.  It  is  I,"  said  he,  "  who  must  yield  that  lady  to  you.  You 
have  a  juster  title  to  her,  since  her  inclination  is  fixed  upon  you."—"  No, 
no!"  cried  I  interrupting  him,  "you  love  her,  and  the  favours  which 
she  might  bestow  upon  me  would  give  you  pain ;  I  sacrifice  them,  there- 
fore, to  your  repose."  Ah,  too  generous  Castilian,"  replied  the  duke, 
locking  me  in  his  arms,  "  I  am  charmed  with  your  sentiments.     What 
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remone  do  they  prodnee  within  me  I  With  what  grief,  with  what  shama 
do  I  reflect  oa  the  ontrage  you  have  received !  The  iatis&dioii  I  gare 
yen  in  the  king'i  cloaet  aeema  now  too  slight ;  I  wiU  make  a  better  repara- 
tion  for  the  injury,  and  in  order  to  eSaee  the  dishonour  of  it  entirely,  I  offer 
one  of  my  siecea  to  you  in  marriage ;  abe  is  a  rich  heireaa,  not  yet  fifteen, 
and  atill  more  beautiful  than  yanng." 

I  made  my  compliments  to  the  dolce  in  such  ezpresaioni  of  acknow- 
ledgement aa  the  honour  of  entering  his  alliance  inspired;  and  in  a  few 
days  married  his  niece.  The  whole  court  congmtolated  him  on  his  genero- 
sity to  a  gentleman  whom  he  had  corered  with  ignominy :  and  my  friends 
rejoiced  with  me,  on  the  h^py  conclaaian  of  an  adventure  which  seemed  to 
promise  a  more  melancholy  iaiue.  Since  that  time,  gentlemen,  I  live 
agreeably  at  Lisbon,  beloved  by  my  wife,  of  whom  I  am  still  fond ;  the 
Doke  of  Almeyda  gives  me  every  day  Iresh  proofs  of  his  friendship :  snd  I 
dare  boast  <rf  hung  pretty  well  with  the  King  of  Portugal :  the  importance  of 
this  my  journey  to  Madrid,  which  I  undertook  by  his  order,  being  a 
c  of  his  esteem. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


BT    WHAT   ACCIDENT   aiL   BtAS     WAS     OBLIOKD    TO     SEEK     A     NEW     PLACE. 


ucR  was  the  story  that  Don  Poinpeio 
recouDted,  and  which  the  yalet  of  Don 
Alezo.  and  I  overheard,  although  they  had 
taken  the  precaution  of  sending  us  away 
before  it  was  begun:  but,  instead  of  re- 
tiring, we  stopped  at  the  door,  which  we 
had  left  half  open,  and  from  thence  lost 
not  a  word  of  what  was  said.  After  this, 
the  noblemen  set  in  to  drinking,  but  their 
debauch  did  not  last  till  day ;  because  Don  Pompeio,  who  was  to  attend 
the  prime  minister  in  the  morning,  was  very  desirous  of  a  little  rest. 
Accordingly  the  Marquis  of  Zenata  and  my  master  embracing  that  cavalier, 
bid  him  adieu,  and  left  him  with  his  kinsman. 

We  went  to  bed  for  this  time,  before  mom,  and  Don  Matthias,  when 
he  waked,  invested  me  with  a  new  employment.  "  Gil  Bias,"  said  he, 
"take  paper  and  mk,  and  write  two  or  three  letters  which  I  will  dictate; 
henceforward  thou  art  my  secretary." — "  Good,"  said  I  to  myself,  "  another 
addition  to  my  functions ;  as  a  lacquey,  I  follow  my  master  every  where 
as  a  valet  de  chambre,  help  him  to  dress ;  and  write  under  him  as  his 
secretary.  Heaven  be  praised  I  I  act,  like  Hecate,  in  a  three-fold  capa* 
dty." — "  Thou  dost  not  know,"  added  he,  "  what  I  am  about ;  which  is 
briefly  this — but  be  secret — for  thy  life  shall  answer  it.  As  I  sometimes 
meet  with  people  who  boast  of  their  good  fortune  in  love  intrigues,  I  am 
rctsalved,  in  order  to  excel  them  all,  to  have  always  in  my  pocket  feigned 
ktters  from  women,  which  I  will  read  on  such  occasions.  This  will  afford 
me  some  dtvenion,  and,  more  happy  than  tho9e  of  my  fellows,  who  acquire 
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cooqimti  only  for  the  pleunre  td  mafciDp  tbem  pnblic,  I  wiU  pnblbh 
those  which  I  have  not  had  the  troable  to  make ;  bat  remember  to 
dtigaiM  thj  hand  in  ench  a  msiiiier,  so  that  the  billeti  nwjrnot^ipeartobe 
writteii  by  the  tame  peraon." 

Upon  tfaiB  I  took  paper,  pen,  and  ink,  and  aat  down  to  obey  Don  Matthiu, 
who  at  first  dictated  a  love-letter  in  theM  terms. 


"  Yoa  were  not  to-ni^ht  at  the  place  of  assignation.  Ah,  Don  Matthias  I 
what  can  yon  say  to  justify  yoarself  i  How  mach  have  I  been  mistaken,  and 
how  well  I  have  been  pnnlshed  for  having  the  vanity  to  think  that  yoa  woold 
■acrifice  all  the  amnaements  and  basiDeBs  of  the  gay  world,  to  the  pleuure  of 
seeing 

DoNMA  Claka  nn  Mindoza  !" 

The  next  billet  hi  made  me  write,  was  in  the  name  of  a  lady,  who  pre- 
ferred him  to  a  prince  ;  and  the  last,  from  one  who  told  him  that,  if  she 
was  sure  of  his  discretion,  she  would  make  a  vxftge  with  him  to  the  islwd 
of  Cythera.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  dictating  these  fiiM  epistles ;  bnt  oblL> 
ged  me  also  to  subscribe  them  with  the  names  of  tadiea  of  qmlity.  Upon 
which  I  could  not  help  observing,  that  I  thonght  it  a  tlddish  aSair ;  but  he 
desired  me  to  keep  mj  advice  to  myself,  antH  he  should  have  occaaiwi  to 
aak  iti  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  execute  his  commands  in  aileoce.  Thia 
being  done,  he  got  up,  drened,  pat  the  letters  in  his  pocket,  and  went  out; 
and  I  followed  him  to  the  house  of  Don  Joan  de  Hoacttdo,  who  had  invited 
five  or  nx  gentleman  of  his  friends  to  dinner. 

Tlie  entertainment  was  sumptnoni :  and  mirth,  the  beet  ingredient  in 
all  banqnets,  reigned  during  the  repast.  All  the  gfwsts  oontriboted  to 
enliven  the  conversation;  some  by  iwUery,  and  otlu»i  bp  recoanting 
exploits  of  which  they  themselvea  were  the  heraes.  My  master  unwilling 
to  lose  sach  a  hir  opportunity  of  profiting  by  &»  letters  W  bad  toade  me 
write,  read  them  alond,  with  snch  an  air  of  asauftnee,  that  Q>U  secretary 
excepted^  every  body  seemed  to  beliere  them  genuine.  ioBOag  the  gep- 
tleman  before  whom  he  was  gmitj  of  lUa  efirasbny,  tbvi  WM  OM  Doa 
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liOp^  db  *  V)bl«Ko,  a  very  sedate  man«  who,  instead  of  rejoicing  like  the 
rest  at  tbesQCoeBS  of  the  reader,  coldly  asked  if  the  conquest  of  Donna 
Clara  had  cost  him  dear?  "Almost  less  than  nothing/'  replied  Don 
Matthias ;  **  riie  made  bU  the  advances.  Having  seen  me  in  the  park,  I 
happened  to  please  her ;  upon  which  I  was  followed  hy  her  order,  and«  as 
soon  as  she  learned  who  I  was,  she  wrote  to  me,  appointing  an  assignation 
at  her  house  in  the  night,  when  all  the  family  should  he  a-hed.  I  oheyed 
the  sommciis,  and  was  introdnoed  to  her  apartment.  I  am  too  much  of  a 
gentleman  to  tell  what  followed." 

At  this  laconic  detail  the  lord  of  Vdaseo  changed  countenance,  and  it 
was  not  difficult  to  perceive  what  concern  he  had  in  the  lady  in  question. 
"  An  these  biOets,"  said  he,  darting  a  furioas  look  at  my  master,  "  are 
absolutely  false,  and  especially  that  which  yon  boast  of  having  received 
from  Donna  Clara  de  Mendoza,  than  whom  there  is  not  a  more  chaste 
young  lady  in  Spain.  A  gentleman,  no  ways  your  inferior  either  in  birth 
or  personal  merit,  has  done  every  thing  in  his  power,  daring  two  whole 
years,  to  make  an  impression  on  her  heart ;  and  scarce  has  he  been  able 
to  obtam  the  most  innocent  favours,  though  he  has  reason  to  flatter 
himself  that  if  she  was  capable  of  granting  any  other  kind  of  indulgence, 
it  would  be  to  him  alone." — "  Hey-day !  who  says  any  thing  to  the  con- 
trary ?"  said  Don  Matthias,  with  an  ^  of  raillery.  '*  I  agree  with  you 
that  she  is  a  kdy  of  honour :  and,  for  my  part,  I  am  a  young  fellow  of 
honour ;  consequentiy  yon  ought  to  bdieve  that  nothing  which  was  not 
very  honourable  passed  between  us." — "Ah!  this  is  too  much,"  cried 
Don  Lope,  interruptbg  him ;  "jesting  u:guxt,  yon  are  an  impostor.  Donna 
Chra  never  made  an  assignation  with  yon  at  night ;  and  I  will  not  suffer 
you  to  blacken  her  reputation. — I  shall  say  no  toore  at  present,"  Having 
thus  expressed  Inms^,  he  looked  stornly  at  the  whole  company,  and 
retfa-ed  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  me  believe  that  this  aflair  would 
have  very  bad  consequences.  My  master,  who  was  brave  enough  for  a 
lord  of  his  character,  despising  the  threats  of  Don  Lope,  "  What  a  fool 
tikere  is !"  cried  he,  bursting  into  a  fit  of  laughter :  "  your  knight-errants 
pretended  only  to  maintain  the  beauty  of  their  mistresses ;  but  he,  for- 
sooth, must  vindicate  the  chastity  of  his.  Now  this  to  me  seems  still 
more  extravagant." 

Velasco's  retreat,  which  was  in  vain  opposed  by  Moncado,  did  not  at 
all  disturb  the  banquet ;  the  cavaliers,  without  taking  much  notice  of  it, 
condnned  their  mirth  and  did  not  part  till  next  morning  at  five  o'clock, 
when  my  master  and  I  went  home  to  bed.  I  was  overwhelmed  with  drow- 
sinesB,  and  hoped  to  enjoy  a  good  sleep;  but  I  reckoned  without  my 
host,  or  rather  vrithoot  our  porter,  who  came  and  wak A  me  an  hour  after. 


too  BOOK   IIT.^CHAP.   vin. 

telling  me  that  there  was  a  yotmg  man  at  the  gate,  who  wanted  to  apeak 
with  me.  **Ah!  curse  thee  for  a  porter,"  cried  I,  yawning;  "doet 
thou  consider  that  I  have  just  now  gone  to  bed  ?  Tell  the  young  man  that 
I  am  asleep  and  bid  him  fetum  at  another  time." — "  He  must  speak  with 
you  instantly,"  replied  he,  "  for  he  assures  me  that  the  affair  will  admit 
of  no  delay."  At  these  words  I  got  up,  and  putting  on  my  breeches  and 
doublet  only,  went  to  the  door,  cursing  all  the  way.  '  Friend^"  said  I 
to  the  young  man  who  waited  for  me,  "  let  me  know,  if  you  please,  what 
pressing  afiair  procures  me  the  honour  of  seeing  you  so  early  in  the  morn- 
ing V* — "  I  have,"  answered  he,  "  a  letter  for  Don  Matthias,  to  be  ddivered 
into  his  own  hand.  He  must  read  it  immediately ;  for  it  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  him  x  I  beg  you  will  therefore  show  me  into  his  chamber." 
Thinking  it  treated  on  some  very  important  affair,  I  took  the  liberty  of 
waking  my  master;  *'l  ask  pardon,"  said  I  to  him,  '*for  interrupting 
your  repose ;  but  the  importance — "  "  What  wouldst  thou  have  ?"  cried 
he,  hastily.  Upon  which  the  young  man  who  accompanied  me  said, 
"  My  lord,  I  have  a  letter  for  you  from  Don  Lope  de  Vdasco."  Don 
Matthias  took,  opened,  and  having  read  it,  said  to  Don  Lope's  valet, 
"  Hark'ee,  child,  I  would  not  get  up  before  noon  to  make  one  in  the  best 
party  of  pleasure  that  ever  was  proposed :  judge  then,  if  I  shall  rise  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  to  fight.  Thoa  mayest  tell  thy  master,  if  he  will 
be  in  the  same  place  half  an  hour  after  twdve,  I  will  meet  him  there.** 
So  saying,  he  sunk  down  in  his  bed,  and  fell  asleep  again  with  great 
expedition. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  he  got  up,  and,  dressing  with  great  compo- 
sure, went  out,  telling  me  he  would  dispense  with  my  attendance ;  but  I 
was  too  curious  to  know  the  coosequence  to  obey  him  in  this,  and  there* 
fore  walked  at  some  distance  behind  him  to  St.  Jerome's  meadow,  where 
I  perceived  Don  Lope  de  Velasco  waiting  for  him  in  a  resolute  manner. 
The  better  to  observe  them,  I  concealed  myself,  and,  from  afsr,  could  see 
them  meet,  and  begm  to  fight  a  moment  alter.  The  combat  was  long, 
each  in  his  turn  having  pushed  his  antagonist  with  great  vigour  and 
address :  but  vict<Nry  declared  for  Don  Lope,  who  run  my  master  through 
the  body :  and,  leaving  him  stretched  upon  the  ground,  made  off,  very 
well  satisfied  with  the  vengeance  he  had  taken.  I  went  up  to  the  unfortu- 
nate Don  Matthias,  whom  I  found  without  sense,  and  almoet  widiout  life. 
I  was  melted  at  the  sight,  and  could  not  help  shedding  tears  at  a  death  of 
which  I  had  been  an  involuntary  instrument.  Notwithstanding  my  grief, 
however,  I  did  not  forget  my  own  little  concerns ;  but  returned  home  with 
all  haste,  where  (without  speaking  a  syUaUe  of  the  matter)  I  made  up  a 
bundle  of  my  clothes,  among  which  I  threw,  by  mistake,  some  of  my 


niMter's  morekblM,  and,  when  I  had  carried  it  to  the  barber'a  houe, 
where  I  bad  left  mj  intrigaiiig  mit,  pnUiahed  throng'h  the  whole  dtjr  ^^ 
fttal  aocideat,  of  whidi  1  waa  witneae ;  I  told  it  to  erei;  body  who  gars 
me  the  hearinff,  and,  in  pardcnlar,  took  can  to  infonn  Rodrigaer  of  what 
had  happened.  He  aeemed  lesa  affiicted  with  tha  newa,  than  bosied  aboid 
the  meaaorea  he  waa  to  take  on  this  occanon,  Haring  aaacinbled  the 
aerranta  be  ordered  them  to  follow  hbn  i  and  repairing  in  a  ,body  to  St. 
Jerome'a  meadow,  we  took  np  oor  maater,  who,  thoogh  he  atill  breathed, 
died  in  three  honre  after  he  waa  carried  to  his  own  hoDie.  Thoe  perished 
Doa  Matthiaa  de  Silva,  for  having  taken  it  into  hi*  bead  to  read  foige4 
loTc-ldtfn  «t  an  nnieacmiaUe  time. 
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W  THx  iwHM  tif  waosB  UKTICB  bb  knoaqid,  ArrsK  tbb  dbkh  i 
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nw  days  after  Ibe  fuoerd  et  Don  Mat- 
thiaa,  all  bis  servants  being  paid  and 
dismissed,  I  fixed  my  abode  in  the  bouse 
of  the  little  barber,  mtb  vho«  |  btgao 
to  live  in  strict  fiiaaditklp :  and  there  I 
promised  myself  more  pkasore  than  «itk 
Melendez.  As  I  itid  »)t  want  money,  I 
waa  in  no  hurry  to  inquire  aboat  a  mw 
iplacei  basdea,  I  was  become  nice  on  that 
point,  and  retolved  to  serve  none  but  persona 
of  quality  for  the  future ;  for  which  reason  I  intended  to  examine  nairowly 
into  whatever  poet  should  occor,  believing  that  there  wets  none  too  good 
for  me  ;  so  much  did  I  then  think  the  valet  of  a  young  nobleman  prefer- 
able to  «I1  otiasn- 

In  tiifi  mefj)  li»e.  nnlil  Antue  should  pvetent  Huh  a  family  aa  I  dionght 
I  doerredi  I  invigiMd  nqthing  oonU  be  more  agreaabla  tluu  to  toDsecrala 
vy  Ui^^V9  to  my  hBndMUBe  Laun,  whom  I  kad  mpt  eetm  mm  that  nigbl 
vben  wa  ware  twth  an  pkawtly  uadeceiTcd.  I  durst  not  dreas  in  tha  auit 
of  Dpo  Cxug  i*  Rihera,  wUak  (v^km  I  had  asswned  it  for  a  ditfruiae) 
would  han  nw^  loa  pan  for  a  «Mtnrigbt  madman :  but  my  own  wea 
■till  vary  dco«nt,  and  being  nry  Kad  tqnqipcd  in  stocUngs,  abeas,  and 
l^t,  I  adjutod  myself,  with  die  barber's  aawstaftoe,  in  a  middle  way 
hetwean  Don  Cvaar  and  Gil  Blaa,  and  in  this  ccadifion  T^tured  to  Arscnla'a 
honae ;  where  finding  her  alone,  in  the  game  pailew  wbere  I  had  aecn 
her  before,  she  no  sooner  perceived  me,  than  ahe  cried,  "  Ha  I  are  you 
there  ?  I  thought  I  had  lost  yon.  Seven  or  eight  days  are  pawed  since 
I  gave  you  permission  to  visit  me :  I  lee  ysu  dos't  abase  the  liberties 
in  whieh  the  ladiea  indulge  yo«." 
I  excused  myself  on  aocowt  of  my  siaater'a  death,  and  tiM  bnaiiMn  in 
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whidi  I  had  been  engaged ;  and  added  in  a  very  pdite  manner*  tnat  even 
in  the  midst  of  all  my  cares  the  fair  Laora  had  still  kept  possession  of  my 
heart." — "  Well,  then/'  said  she,  "  I  will  reproach  you  no  more ;  hot  own. 
that  I  had  also  thought  of  you :  and  as  s6on  as  I  heard  of  the  misfortnne 
of  Don  MfltthwM^,  formed  a  plxject  which  perhaps  will  not  displease  yon. 
Some  time  ago,  I  heard  my  inistress  say,  that  she  wanted  to  have  a  kind 
of  steward  in  the  honfce,  a  young  man  who  should  understand  economy, 
and  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  money  dbbnrsed  for  housekeeping. 
I  have  cast  my  eyes  on  your  lordship,  and  believe  yoU  wdidd  not  be  an 
improper  person  for  that  employment." — ''  I  ji^ftetve/*  answered  I,  "  that 
1  should  acquit  mysdf  in  it  to  a  wonder ;  "  for  t  have  read  Aristotle's 
CEconomics :  and,  as  tO  keeping  accounts,  it  is  iny  ehief  isxcellenoe.  But, 
child,"  added  I,  "  there  is  one  objection  to  my  engaging  in  Arsenia's 
service." — "  What  may  that  be  ?"  said  Laura.  "  I  have  sworn,"  I  re- 
plied,  **  never  to  serire  &  plebdan :  nay>  I  have  Hwom  by  Styx ;  and  if 
Jupiter  himself  dmtt  ifbi  violate  that  oath^  judge  it  a  val^t  ought  not  to 
regard  it." — "  Whom  ddfct  thod  caU  plebeians  ?''  laid  tiie  chambermaid, 
with  an  air  of  disdaitl.  "Dost  thoil  rank  acti^sses  with  the  wives  of 
counsellors  and  attorheys?  Know,  frtend*  that  the  ladi&B  of  the  stage 
are  not  only  noble,  bilt  arch*noble,  by  tl«^  alliance  they  cohti-act  with  men 
of  quality." 

"  If  that  be  the  ca^  my  printess/^  said  t{  "  I  may  itxsctpt  of  the  place 
for  which  you  have  destined  me,  without  derogating  from  the  dignity  of 
my  resolution." — "  Certainly,"  she  replied  "  to  pass  from  the  fomily  of  a 
beau  into  the  service  of  a  theatrical  heroine,  is  still  to  maintain  the  same 
sphere  of  life;  for  we  rank  in  all  respects  with  the  quality;  we  keep 
equipages  like  them ;  we  live  as  well ;  and,  at  bottom^  ought  to  hold  the 
same  esteem  in  civil  life.  Really,"  added  she,  "if  we  consider  a 
marquis  and  a  player,  through  the  course  of  a  day,  we  shall  find  thtem 
upon  a  pretty  ^qual  footing ;  for,  granting  that  tiie  marquis,  during^  threiS 
parts  of  the  day,  is  by  virtue  of  his  blood,  iraperiof  to  the  playt^;  thU 
actor,  during  th^  remaming  part,  is  raised  still  more  abovd  the  ftnarqtiis  by 
the  cue  of  lUi  emperor  or  king  whom  he  represents.  This,  in  Ih^  opiniott, 
invests  tts  kith  such  nobility  and  grandeur  Bk  at  least  equds  u4  to  tiMft 
people  at  court."—"  O !  truly"  I  replied  "  you  are,  without  cotitfadictioA 
on  a  levd  With  the  doilrtiers.  What  the  deuce  I  playets,  1  find,  are  not 
tttch  boobies  lis  I  iMgiiitid ;  And  jroti  fife  me  with  tin  indinadofi  to  ien^6 
aneh  honourable  people."-^'*  Well  theti,'*  Mlid  Bhd>  '*  come  back  ttg^  M 
two  dAyii :  I  ikk  ho  ihot^  Utte  to  fiis^kkie  my  mlsthisfl  ttit  Af  itcJi^oiU 
I  win  speak  tb  her  lit  diy  behalf;  and  as  I  have  MtAk  filtered  With  her. 
am  perteaded  that  thou  wilt  be  admitted  hito  hiit  sefVice;" 
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I  thanked  Laara  for  her  iriendstiip,  and  auured  her  that  I  was  pene- 
trated with  ^titnde,  which  I  ezproaed  with  inch  transporta  as  left  her 
no  room  to  donbt  my  nncerity.  We  maintained  a  pretty  long  conversa- 
tion together,  and  it  would  have  Utted  longer,  had  not  a  little  page  come 
to  tell  my  princess  that  Arsenia  wanted  her ;  upon  which  we  parted.  I 
quitted  the  house  of  this  actress,  in  the  sweet  hope  of  living  in  it  at  my 
COM  in  a  very  short  time  ;  and  did  not  &il  to  return  at  the  time  appointed. 
"Iwas  jnat  ezpectiog  thee,"  said  Laora,  "in  order  to  uaare  thee,  that 
thon  art  now  one  of  the  faonsefaold  :  come,  follow  me,  and  I  will  present  thee 
to  my  mistress."  So  saying,  she  carried  me  into  an  apartment,  composed 
of  five  or  six  rooms  on  a  floor,  each  more  ridily  fnmiahed  than  the  other. 

Heavens  I  what  luxury  and  magnificence!  I  believed  myself  in  the 
palace  of  a  vice-qneen  i   or  rather  thought  1  saw  all  the  riches  is  the 


world  amawed  togeHter  in  one  place ;  for  there  was  a  variety  of  thinge  fro- 
dnced  in  different  nationa ;  and  one  might  term  this  apartment  the  temple 
at  lome  goddess,  to  whom  every  traveller  presented  an  offeiing  of  the  rari- 
tiea  <^  hia  country.  I  percaved  the  divinity  seated  on  a  large  aatin  couch, 
ffifnining  to  tfae  cyc.  and  sleek  with  the  ateama  of  lacrifice ;  she  was  in  a 
genteel  dishabiDe,  and  her  (air  hands  were  traiy  in  preparing  a  new  head- 
dreaa,  in  which  she  was  to  perform  that  night.  "  Madam,"  said  her  maid, 
"here  is  the  hooaekeeper  I  mentioned,  t  can  aaaore  yon  that  yon  will 
sot  find  one  more  for  your  porpoae."  Araenia  looked  at  me  very  atten- 
tirelyi  and  I  had  the  good  fortone  to  please  her.  "  Aha  I  Lanra,  cried 
ahe,  "  there's  a  pretty  yonng  fellow.  I  foresee  that  I  shall  be  very  well 
aadsfied  with  him."  Then  addreaung  heraelf  to  me,  "  Child,"  said  she, 
"  I  like  your  appearance,  and  am  at  a  word :  if  yon  sem  me  well,  yon 
aball  have  no  cause  to  complain."  I  answered,  that  my  whole  study  and 
endeavonr  should  be  to  please  her  :  and  seeing  that  we  were  agreed,  went 
to  fetch  my  dothee,  and  was  installed  in  my  new  office. 
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t  Wng  near  play-lime,  mf  mittctn  bid 
Laura  and  me  fcdlow  her  to  &e  theatre. 
We  went  accordingly  to  her  tiring-room, 
where  liie  put  o^  her  ordinary  dress,  aiid 
took  another  more  roagnificieDt  for  her  ap- 
pearance on  the  stage.  The  cortain  being 
drawn,  lAura  conducted  and  aat  down  by 
me  in  a  place  where  we  could  both  aee  and 
hear  the  acton  perfectly  well.  I  was  dis- 
gusted at  the  greatest  part  of  thera,  doubtless  becanae  Don  Ponipeio  had 
prejudiced  me  against  them.  Several,  hbwever,  were  very  much  ap- 
plauded, and  among  these  ereo  Mnne  Who  pilt  me  in  mind  of  the  fable  of 
the  pig. 

Laura  told  me  the  names  of  aU  the  actors  ^d  actresses  as  they  pre- 
sented themselves  I  slid,  not  contented  with  tkia,  the  satirical  baggage 
described  their  char&cters  nicely,  as  they  appeared.  "  Tliis,  here"  scud 
she  "  is  a  noodle.  That  fellow  is  a  omte ;  end  that  minx  whom  yon  see, 
with  an  air  mote  lewd  than  etagaging,  b  called  Rosardo ;  a  very  bad 
acquisition  for  the  Company !  wke  should  be  enrolled  in  tbt  troop  that  is 
rusing  by  order  of  the  viceroy  of  New-Spaifl,  to  be  transported  forthwith 
into  America.  Observe  that  luminous  constellation  advaheing ;  that  fair 
setting  sun,  known  by  the  name  of  Castilda :  if  she  bad  exacted  a  stone 
from  each  of  her  lovers,  as  a  princess  of  Egypt  is  said  to  have  done  here- 
tofbfe,  she  could  have  raised  a  pyimmid  which  would  have  tooched  the 
third  heaven."  In  short,  Lanra  gave  no  quarter :  her  nudicioDB  tongne 
did  not  even  spare  her  own  mistress. 

Nevertheless  I  will  confess  my  weakness  ;  I  was  charmed  with  mj 
diamber-roaid,  though  her  character  was  not  morally  good.  She  satirized 
K  agreeably,  that  I  was  even  in  love  with  her  malice.     Between  the  actk 


•Im  gat  np  to  go  and  aee  if  AMcnia  vKtled  her ;  but  jnitttd  of  ntviung 
inmoiBatdy  t*  h«  iiten,  tb»  aBuucd  \10ntii  b«bi|)4  th*  Keitea,  m  listenu^ 
to  thv  uft  thinga  tbiU  w«ra  aaifi  l>y  tke  men  who  flaUcved  ber,  I 
foltova^  her,  for  onoe.  to  ob««nre  and  ptrctived  that  sh*  h&d  a  |p%Kt  nwnj 
to(mii)t«Bc«s ;  having  Teekvaad  no  lew  th«p  three  acton,  who,  one  after 


pt  to  tpeak  with  her,  and  iewat4  to  tr«at  bV  «(itb  gnat  {uoi- 
liari^.  "Hiw  wu  not  at  all  agreesbla  to  n*.  v^bo  fM^ng.  for  the  fint 
time,  what  it  waa  to  be  jealoui,  ntvniecl  to  vxj  Mat  n  pcntirt  and  im- 
lancfacdy,  that  iMm  obaMied  it  aa  aoen  at  aha  caina  back.  "  What  is 
tha  mattar  wA  thee,  Gil  Blaa  i"  mid  aha,  w^  Hv^iae.  "  Wb«t  gloomy 
deanen,  I)m  lakn  fOMmiea  of  thM  mm  I  want  away  i  Tboa  tMiDaat  a«d 
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and  dejected/' — "  I  have  too  mneh  reason  to  be  so,  my  princess/'  answered 
I ;  "  yovL  have  a  little  too  mnch  vivacity  in  your  behaviour :  I  have  observed 
you  with  the  actors/' — "  A  pleasant  cause  of  melancholy,  indeed !"  said 
she,  laughing,  "  How !  does  that  give  thee  any  uneasiness  ?  Truly  thou 
art  a  mere  novice ;  but  thon  wilt  see  a  great  many  other  strange  things 
among  us,  and  must  accustom  thyself  to  our  easy  way  of  life.  Harbour 
no  jealousy,  child ;  for  that,  among  comedians,  is  looked  upon  as  ridicu- 
lous ;  therefore  we  have  none  of  it.  Fathers,  husbands,  brothers,  uncles, 
and  cousins,  with  us,  are  the  most  complaisant  persons  <m  earth,  and 
generally  make  settlements  for  their  own  family." 

After  having  exhorted  me  to  take  umbrage  at  nothing,  but  look  upon 
every  thing  with  composure,  she  declared  that  I  was  the  happy  mortal 
who  had  found  the  way  to  her  heart ;  and  assured  me,  that  her  love  should 
always  rest  or  me  alone.  On  this  assurance  which  however  I  might  have 
distrusted  without  the  imputation  of  being  too  suspicious,  I  promised 
never  more  to  be  alarmed,  and  kept  my  word ;  for  that  very  evening  I 
saw  her  in  dose  conversation,  and  heard  her  laugh  heartily  with  seyeral 
different  men.  When  the  play  was  over,  we  went  home  with  our  mistress, 
where  Florimonda  soon  after  arrived,  with  three  old  noblemen  and 
an  actor  to  supper.  Besides  Laura  and  me,  there  were  of  servants  in  the 
house,  a  cookmaid,  a  coachman,  and  a  page,  who  all  joined  io  preparing 
for  supper.  The  cook,  who  was  no  less  dexterous  than  Dame  Jacinta,  was 
assisted  by  the  coachman  in  dressing  the  victuals ;  while  the  chamber- 
maid and  page  laid  the  cloth,  and  I  furnished  the  beauffet  with  the  finest 
plate  and  several  cups  of  gold,  which  were  offered  to  the  goddess  of  the 
temple.  I  stored  it  likewise  with  bottles  of  the  choicest  wines,  serving  in 
my  own  person  as  cup-bearer,  to  show  my  mistress  that  I  could  turn  my 
hand  to  every  thing.  The  deportment  of  the  actresses,  during  the  repast, 
filled  me  with  admiration ;  they  assumed  airs  of  importance,  and  imagined 
themselves  women  of  the  first  rank.  Far  from  addressing  the  noblemen 
with  the  title  of  your  excellence,  they  did  not  even  give  them  that  of  your 
lordship ;  but  called  them  simply  by  their  names :  true,  indeed,  these 
very  noblemen  had  spoiled  and  made  them  so  vain,  by  sufilering  them  to 
be  so  fiamiliar.  As  for  the  actor,  he  like  a  player,  used  to  perform  the 
hero,  treated  them  without  ceremony,  drank  to  their  health,  and  main- 
tained (as  one  may  say)  the  upper  end  of  the  table.  "Upon  my  soul," 
said  I  to  myself,  "  when  Laura  demonstrated  the  equality  of  the  marquis 
and  player  in  the  day  time,  she  might  have  added,  that  they  are  still  more 
so  in  the  night,  since  they  impend  it  thus  in  drinking  together." 

Arsenia  and  Florimonda  being  naturally  wanton,  a  thousand  hardy 
expressions  escaped  them,  mingled  with  small  favoiin  and  toyingB, 


i  bf  tfaeoe  old  anatn.     Wliil«  my  miatreM 
tbe  one  with  *  little  innoceBt  ribaldry,  ber  friend,  sitting  betwi 


other  two,  did  not  act  the  Sasanne  with  Uiem,  While  I  wae  contidaing 
tbie  picture,  which  bad  bnt  too  many  charms  for  a  young  fellow  like  me, 
the  dewert  was  brought  in :  upon  which  I  set  wine  and  glasses  on  the 
table,  and  went  to  sapper  with  Laura,  who  wuted  for  me.  "  Well,  Gil 
Blaa,"  said  she  "  what  is  thy  opinion  of  those  noblemen  thou  hast  seen  ?" 
"  Iliey  are,  doabtless,"  answered  I,  "  adorers  of  Arsenia  and  Florimonda." 
"  No,"  sud  ihe,  "  they  are  old  letchera,  who  visit  coquets  without  attach- 
ing theinsdves  to  them,  and  ask  only  small  compliances,  pajnog  gene- 
ronaly  for  the  trifling  favonra  they  receive,  Thank  hearea !  Florimonda 
nnd  my  mistress  are  at  present  without  lovers :  I  mean  such  lovers  as 
Msame  the  hosband,  and  want  to  engroM  all  the  pleasures  of  the  home, 
because  they  support  the  ezpence  of  it.  As  for  my  own  part.  I  am  very 
^ad  it  is  so ;  and  maintain  that  a  coqnet  of  sense  ought  to  fly  these  sort 
of  engagemeats.  Why  should  she  give  up  heriiberty  lo  a  muter  ?  "lis 
better  to  acquire  an  eqmpage  penny  by  penny,  than  have  one  all  of  a 
sudden  at  mch  a  price." 

When  I^nra  was  in  a  speakiag  humour,  (which  was  almost  always  tha 
case)  words  cost  her  nothing.  Heavens  I  what  a  volubility  of  tongue  was 
she  mistress  of  I  She  told  me  a  thousand  adventures  which  bad  happened 
to  the  actresses  of  the  prince's  company  ;  and  I  concluded  from  her  dis- 
coorae,  that  I  could  not  be  in  a  better  situation  to  become  perfectly  ac- 
^oainted  vrith  vice.  I  vras  unhappily  of  an  age  when  this  does  not  create 
much  horror ;  and  beaides,  the  chambermaid  painted  these  irregnhritiea 
ao  aitfolly,  that  I  beheld  only  the  delicious  side  of  them.  She  had  not 
time  to  relate  the  tenth  part  of  the  exploits  of  the  actresses;  bribe  bod 


■poken  but  Hmo  bonn,  when  the  Doblemen  rad  phjrer  wiUvirew  with 
Florimonda,  wham  they  condncted  to  her  own  boiue. 

After  they  were  gone,  my  nmtreu  giving  me  money,  said,  "There  03 
Blw,  are  tea  putolea  to  go  to  market  to-morrow  morning ;  five  oraxot 
om' gentlemen  and  ladies  are  to  dine  with  me,  so  that  yon  must  take  care, 
and  have  every  tlung  in  plenty." — "  Madam,"  answered  I,  "  with  this  amn 
111  engage  to  entertain  the  whole  troop." — "  Friend,"  replied  Arsenia  "  be 
so  good  as  to  correct  yonr  ezpressionit :  yon  must  not  call  them  the  troop, 
but  the  company.  We  say  a  troop  of  thieves,  a  troop  of  beggars,  and  a 
troop  of  author*  ;  but  learn  to  say  a  company  of  comediana.  The  corps 
of  actors  in  Madrid  especially,  deserve  to  be  called  a  company."  I  asked 
pardon  for  having  used  each  a  disrespectful  term,  and  most  hombly  begged 
she  would  excuse  my  ignorance :  protesting  that,  for  the  future,  whensoever 
I  ahonld  mention  the  gentlemen  actorm  of  Madrid  in  •  collecdve  manner,  J 
would  always  call  them  the  company 


^=^4= 


:^ 


I  WBNT  to  market  next  moiruug,  in  order  to 
\  begin  mjr  office  of  butler ;  and  ss  it  wai  a 
I  meagre-day,  bonght  by  order  of  my  mis- 
I  treaa,  aqme  good  ht  pulleti,  rabbita,  part- 
)  ridges,  and  some  wild  fonl ;  for  aa  tbe  gen- 
nen-playen  were  not  altogether  satisfied 
'  with  the  behaviuur  of  the  church  towards 
[  them,  they  did  not  think  proper  tw  adhere 
'  scmpuloDslytoiticommandmeaU.  I  brought 
home  more  victuals  than  would  have  lufficed  twelve  honest  gentlemen, 
during  three  days  in  CBmival  time ;  bo  that  the  cook  had  work  enough 
for  the  whole  morning.  While  she  prepared  the  dinner,  Arsenia  got  up, 
and  remained  at  her  toilet  tiU  noon,  When  Signers  Roeimiro  and  Ricardo 
(two  actore)  arrired;  Constantia  and  Celinanra  (two  actresses)  came 
soon  after ;  and  at  last  Florimonria  appeared,  accompanied  by  a  man  who 
had  all  tbe  appearance  of  a  lioished  coxcomb.  His  hair  was  tied  behind 
in  a  very  foppish  mnnner,  his  hat  adorned  with  a  plnme  of  green  feathers, 
bis  breeches  smooth  and  straight,  and  his  shirt  which  was  very  fine,  was 
embroidered  with  a  handsome  lace,  displayed  at  the  slashes  of  his  doublet. 
His  gloves  and  handkerchief  were  contained  within  the  hilt  of  his  sword, 
and  he  wore  his  cloak  with  a  grace  altogether  peculiar. 

'DiDugh  he  had  a  good  mien,  end  was  very  well  made,  I  no  sooner  savr 
htm  than,  remarking  in  him  something  singular,  I  said  to  myself,  "  This 
gentleman  mnst  certainly  be  an  original."  I  was  not  mistaken ;  for  be 
was  a  man  of  a  very  extraordinary  character.  As  soon  as  he  entered 
Arseoia's  apartment,  he  ran  with  open  arms,  and  unbraced  tbe  actresses 
tnd  actors,  one  after  another,  with  gestures  still  more  extravagant  than 
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tboM  of  tiie  beana,  iij  oinnian  ma  not  obangsd  when  I  bev4  him 
■psftk ;  for  he  made  affected  paosee,  and  prononoccd  bia  words  with  great 
emphaais,  accommodating  his  looks  and  gestures  to  the  sabject.  Having 
asked  Lanra  who  that  gentleman  was,    "  I  don't  wonder  said  she,  "  at 


thy  cariosity :  it  is  impoeuble  to  see  and  hear  Signor  Carlos  Alonso  de  Is 
Ventoleria,  even  for  once,  without  feeling  the  tame  emotioQ.  I  will  de- 
scribe him  to  the  life.  In  the  first  place,  he  has  been  a  player;  but  quitted 
the  stage  through  whim,  and  now  repents  in  earnest.  His  black  hair 
which  thon  aeest,  is  dyed  as  well  as  his  eye-brows  and  whiskers  ;  for  he  is 
older  than  Satnm ;  bat  as  his  parents,  when  he  was  bom,  neglected  to 
have  bis  name  inserted  iu  the  parish  register,  he  takes  the  advantage  of 
their  omission,  and  calls  himself  younger  than  he  is  bj  twenty  good  years 
at  least.  He  is,  moreoTer,  the  most  self- conceited  man  in  Spun,  though 
he  spent  the  first  sixty  years  of  his  life  in  the  grossest  ignorance ;  but  in 
order  to  become  learned,  he  employed  a  preceptor,  who  has  taught  him  to 
spell  in  Latin  and  Greek.  Besides,  he  has  got  an  infinite  nnmber  of  good 
stories  by  heart,  which  he  has  repeated  and  voncbed  so  often,  that  at  length 
he  actuaUy  believes  them  to  be  true.  These  he  brings  into  conversation, 
and  one  may  say,  that  his  wit  shiDes  at  the  expence  of  his.roemory.  He 
has  the  character  of  being  a  great  actor,  and  I  pioady  believe  it ;  but 
nevertheless  I  will  own  that  he  does  not  please  me.  I  hear  him  repeat 
sometimes  in  company,  and  among  other  faults,  think  bis  pronunciation 
too  ranch  affected,  and  hia  voice  so  qnavering,  that  it  gives  an  antick  and 
ridicnknu  air  to  his  dechunation. 
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Sacb  was  the  picture  that  my  sweet-heart  drew  of  this  honorary  stage- 
player,  who  was  really,  in  his  deportment,  the  most  haughty  mortal  I  had 
erer  seen.  He  played  the  orator  too,  and  did  not  ftiil  to  produce  from  his 
budget  two  or  three  stories,  which  he  uttered  with  a  studied  air  of  solem- 
nity. On  the  other  hand,  the  actresses  and  actors,  who  did  not  come 
there  to  hold  their  tongues,  were  not  silent ;  but  began  to  talk  of  their 
absent  comrades,  not  in  a  very  charitable  manner  indeed :  but  this  must 
be  pardoned  in  players  as  well  as  in  authors.  Hie  conyersation  therefore 
kindling  against  their  neighbours :  '*  You  cannot  guess,  ladies,"  said  Ro- 
simoro,  "  a  new  piece  of  finesse  of  our  dear  confederate  Cesarino.  He 
this  morning  purchased  silk  stockings,  ribbons  and  lace,  which  he  ordered 
a  page  to  bring  to  the  rehearsal,  as  if  sent  by  a  certain  countess."  Sucl 
a  piece  of  knavery !"  said  Signor  de  Ventoleria,  with  a  silly,  vain  simper, 
"  tLere  was  no  such  deceit  in  my  time :  we  never  dreamt  of  composing 
such  stories:  the  ladies  of  quality,  indeed,  spared  us  the  invention,  by 
making  the  purchase  themselves;  it  was  their  fimcy.""^"Zooks!"  said 
Ricardo  "  they  have  that  fancy  still ;  and  was  I  permitted  to  explain  my- 
self—but  one  must  be  silent  on  these  sort  of  adventures,  especially  when 
persons  of  a  certain  rank  are  concerned." 

"  Gentlemen/'  said  Florimonda,  interrupting  him  "  a  truce  with  your 
intrigues,  if  you  please,  they  are  very  well  known  to  all  the  world,  and 
let  us  talk  of  Imenia.  They  say  that  nobleman,  who  has  spent  so  much 
money  upon  her,  has  left  her  at  last.'* — **  Yes,  truly,"  cried  Constantia, 
"  and  I'll  teU  you  more ;  she  has  lost  a  little  citizen,  whom  she  certainly 
would  have  ruined.  I  know  the  foundation  of  the  whole  affair ;  her  Mer* 
cury  committed  a  terrible  blunder,  by  carrying  to  the  nobleman  a  letter 
she  had  wrote  to  the  citizen,  and  giving  this  last  the  billet  intended  for 
the  lord." — "These  are  great  losses,  my  dear,"  replied  Florimonda." 
"  O  !  as  for  the  nobleman."  said  Constantia  "  there  is  no  great  matter, 
he  had  spent  almost  aU  hii  whole  estate ;  but  the  citizen  had  but  just  begun 
his  career,  and  had  never  passed  through  good  hands,  which  is  a  thou- 
sand pities." 

In  this  manner  they  discoursed  before  dinner,  and  their  conversation 
turned  on  the  same  subjects  while  they  were  at  table.  But  as  I  should 
never  have  done,  if  I  undertook  to  repeat  all  the  expressions  full  of  malice 
and  folly,  which  I  heard,  I  hope  the  reader  will  excuse  me  for  suppressing 
them,  in  order  to  describe  the  reception  of  a  poor  devil  of  an  author,  who  came 
in  towards  the  end  of  the  repast. 

Our  page  came,  and  said  aloud  to  his  mistress,  "  Madam,  a  man  in 
marvellous  foul  linen,  be- daggled  all  over,  and  who,  so  please  you,  looks 
very  much  like  a  poet,  wants  to  speak  with  you." — "  Show  him  up 


» 


answered  Anenia;  "don't  etir,  geotlemeo,  'tis  bnt  an  author."  Sare 
eooQgli  it  was  one  whose  tragedy  had  been  received,  and  who  brought  » 
part  for  my  roistress.  He  wm  called  Pedro  de  Moya,  and,  as  he  catered, 
ntade  fire  or  six  profband  bows  to  the  company,  who  neither  got  up  qdt 


retdmed  his  compliment.  Arsenia  only  answered  his  profuwon  of  drility 
by  a  slight  inclination  of  her  head.  He  advanced  into  the  room,  trem- 
bling and  confused,  and  let  his  gloves  and  cloak  fall ;  which  having  taken 
up,  he  approached  my  mistress,  and  presented  to  her  a  paper,  with  more 
respect  than  that  of  a  counsellor  when  he  dehvers  a  petition  to  a  judge, 
saying,  "  Be  so  good,  madam,  as  to  accept  this  part,  which  I  take  the 
liberty  to  ofier."  She  received  it  in  a  cold  and  disdainful  manner,  without 
even  deigning  to  anawer  his  compliment. 

This,  however,  did  not  discourage  our  author,  who  making  use  of  this 
opportunity  to  distribute  the  diflerent  parts  of  his  play,  gave  one  to  Ro- 
simiro,  and  another  to  Florimonda,  who  did  not  treat  him  a  whit  more 
courteously  than  Arsenia  had  done.  On  the  contrary,  the  player  natu- 
rally very  oUiging,  as  these  gentlemen  commonly  are.  insulted  him  with 


the  DMiat  cutting  Twllerj,  which  Pedro  de  Moym  fel^  but  dont  not  retort 
lest  his  piece  should  suffer  for  his  imprudence.  He  retired,  therefore 
without  speaking,  but  sensibly  touched,  as  I  perceived,  with  his  reception , 
■nd  I  believe  that,  in  the  bittemeu  of  his  resentment,  he  did  not  fail  to 
curK  within  himself  the  players,  as  they  deserved ;  and  they,  when  he 
was  gone,  be^an  to  speak  of  anthora  with  great  disrespect.  "  Signor 
Pedro  de  Moya,"    said   Florimonda,   "  did   not  aeera  to  go  away  well 

"  Psbiw,  madam,"  cried  Rotimiro,  "  don't  disturb  yourself  about  that  i 
authors  are  not  worth  notice ;  if  we  should  treat  them  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing, it  would  spoil  them.  I  know  these  sorry  gendemen ;  they  would  soon 
forget  themselve*.  Let  us  therefore  use  them  like  slaves,  and  we  need  not 
fear  that  we  shall  tire  their  patience ;  for  though  their  displeasure  may 
detach  them  from  us  sometimes,  the  fiiry  of  writing  will  bring  them  hack, 
and  they  wiH  think  themselves  very  happy,  provided  we  dngn  to  act  their 
performances." — "You  are  in  the  right,"  said  Arsenia;  "we  only  lose 
thoee  anthora  whose  fortunes  we  have  made ;  for  at  soon  as  we  have  pTo- 
cured  a  good  settlement  for  them,  idleness  takes  possession  of  them,  and 
they  w<nk  no  more.  Loclulj  the  company  don't  break  their  hearts,  and  the 
public  is  no  loser  by  their  sloth." 

T^ese  fine  observations  were  much  applauded,  and  it  was  determined,  Qiat 
anthora,  notwithstanding  the  ill  treatment  they  receive,  owe  their  all  to  the 
players,  who,  therefore,  claim  the  superiority  over  them,  and  certea  they 
conld  not  desptM  them  more. 
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aiL   BLAi   AcaviRif  Ta»   thbatbicai,  tmtk    abandons  rimulv  ro 

THB    PLBASURU    OF    A    pOUtC    LITM.    WITH    WHICH    BOWBYBB, 
tm    IB    DISODBTBD    IN    A    LITTLB    TIMB. 


HB  GompBDy  Femained  at  table  nntit  the 
honr  Birired  of  going  to  the  theHtre. 
whither  they  repaired  in  a  body.  I  fol- 
lowed, and  once  more  aaw  the  play,  which 
gave  me  each  pleasure,  that  I  resolved  to 
take  the  same  opportunity  every  day.  In 
this  I  did  not  fail,  aed  inioDsibly  became 
reconeiled  to  the  acton ;  snch  ia  the  force 
o^cDBtomi  1  was  particnUrly  charmed  with 
thoM  who  ranted  and  diatorted  themselves  most  upon  the  atage;  and  waa 
not  at  all  singular  in  this  way  of  thinking. 

The  beauty  of  the  performance  touched  me  no  leas  than  the  manner  of 
."cprescDtation :  I  was  quite  transported  with  some  of  them  ;  and  among 
the  rest  was  prodigioiuly  fond  of  those  where  oU  the  cardinals,  or  the 
twelve  peers  of  France,  appeared.  I  remember  that  in  two  days  I  got  by 
heart,  a  whole  comedy,  entitled,  "The  Queen  of  flowers."  Hie  Rose, 
who  was  tiie  queen,  had  the  Violet  for  her  confidante,  and  the  Jessamine 
for  her  usher,  I  thought  nothing  could  be  more  ingenious  than  these 
works,  which  I  imagined  did  a  great  deal  of  honour  to  the  taste  of  our 
nation. 

I  not  only  adorned  ny  memory  with  the  brigfatest  passages  from  these 
dramatic  master-pieces ;  I  set  aboat  bringing  my  taste  to  perfection ; 
which  to  accomplish,  1  listened  with  a  greedy  attention  to  all  that  the 
players  Baid.  If  they  praised  any  performance  I  esteemed  it :  «nd  what- 
soever  met  with  their  distqiprobation  was  immediately  despised  by  me. 
I  thought  they  were  as  skilful  in  pUys  as  jewellers  are  in  diamonds. 
Nevertheless,  Pedro  de  Moya's  Eragedy  had  great  success,  although  they 
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had  prognosticated  ita  damnation.  But  even  this  could  not  make  me 
suspect  their  judgment ;  and  I  chose  rather  to  believe  that  the  public 
wanted  common  sense,  than  to  doubt  of  the  company's  infallibility.  I 
was  assured,  however,  from  all  quarters,  that  those  new  pieces  of  which 
the  players  had  no  good  opinion  were  usually  very  much  applauded ;  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  those  which  they  received  with  approbation  were 
commonly  hissed  by  the  audience.  I  was  told  that  it  was  a  maxim  with 
them  to  judge  erroneously  of  the  works  that  were  presented  to  them ; 
and  was  informed  of  a  thousand  instances  where  the  success  belied  their 
determination  ;  but  all  these  proofs  were  scarcely  sufficient  to  disabuse  my 
understanding. 

I  shall  never  forget  what  happened  one  day  on  the  first  representation 
of  A  new  comedy,  which  the  players  had  pronounced  cold  and  tedious, 
and  actually  thought  unpassable.  In  these  sentiments  they  performed 
the  first  act,  which  met  with  great  applause,  and  quite  astonished  them. 
The  second  act  was  played,  and  still  better  received  than  the  first :  upon 
which  the  actors  were  confounded.  "How  the  devil  V  said  Rosimiro, 
"  is  it  possible  that  this  comedy  should  take !"  At  last  they  acted  the 
third,  which  gave  more  pleasure  than  the  two  former." — "  I  can't  com- 
prehend the  meaning  of  this,"  said  Ricardo ;  "  we  imagined  that  this 
piece  would  not  please,  yet  every  body  is  charmed  with  it." — "  Gentle- 
men,"  said  one  of  them  very  plainly,  "  the  reason  is,  because  there  are 
a  thousand  strokes  of  wit  in  the  performance  which  we  have  not 
observed." 

I  no  longer,  therefore,  looked  upon  the  players  as  excellent  judges, 
but  became  a  just  appraiser  of  their  merit ;  and,  indeed,  they  justified  to 
a  tittle  all  the  ridicule  they  met  with  from  the  world ;  for  some  of  the 
actors  and  actresses  were  giddy  with  applause ;  and  considering  themselves 
as  objects  of  admiration,  thought  they  bestowed  a  favour  on  the  public 
when  they  deigned  to  play.  I  was  shocked  at  their  faults,  but  unhappily 
too  well  pleased  with  their  way  of  life ;  so  that  I  plunged  into  debauchery. 
How  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  Their  conversation  was  pernicious  to  youth, 
and  all  I  saw  contributed  to  corrupt  my  morals  :  had  I  been  ignorant  oi 
what  passed  at  the  houses  of  Castilda,  Constantia,  and  the  other  players, 
that  of  Arsenia's  alone  was  too  capable  of  undoing  me :  for,  besides  the  old 
noblemen  I  mentioned,  there  came  thither  beaux,  young  heirs,  whom 
osnrers  enabled  to  spend  money,  and  sometimes,  also,  farmers  of  the 
revenue,  were  admitted,  who,  far  from  being  gratified  for  their  presence, 
as  they  are  in  their  own  assemblies,  were  obliged  to  pay  through  the  nose 
for  their  reception. 

Florimonda,  who  lived  hard  by,  dined  and  supped  ever^  day  with  my 
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mistrcM :  and  people  were  aurprued  at  the  friendship  that  aeemed  to  units 
them.  It  afforded  matter  of  asloniehmeDt  to  Me  coquettes  live  together 
in  Buch  good  intelligence ;  and  every  body  imagined  that,  soon  or  late, 
they  would  qnarrel  aboat  some  gallant.  But  the  world  was  very  much 
mistaken  in  these  perfect  friends,  nbo  were  joined  by  the  most  solid  affection. 
Instead  of  being  jealous  of  one  another,  Uke  other  women,  they  lived  in 
ccmmon ;  and  chose  rather  to  ^hare  the  spoils  than  foolishly  dispute  about 
the  inclinations  of  the  men. 

Laura,  by  the  example  of  the»c  illustrious  iissociates,  made  the  best  of 
her  youth  too :  and  it  wan  not  without  reason  she  had  told  me  I  should  see 


strange  ihiugi;  however,  1  affected  to  be  quite  my,  because  1  had  pro* 
mised  to  adopt  the  unconcern  of  a  player  on  such  occasions ;  and  thus 
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I  dinembled  for  some  days,  conteoting  myself  with  uking  the  luunes  of 
the  men  with  nhom  I  fouod  her  particularly  engaged.  She  always  an- 
swered that  it  was  tax  ancle  or  cousin.  Heavens  !  what  a  crowd  of  rela- 
tions she  bad.     Sure  her  family  was  more  numerous  than  that  of  Kin^ 


Priam  :  and  the  jade  did  not  even  confioe  hemelf  to  her  uncles  ntd  cou- 
sins; bnt  aleo  went  abroad  frequently  in  order  to  allure  stian^trs,  hy 
acting  the  widow  of  quality  at  the  house  of  the  old  wo.nan  who  I  men- 
tioned before.  In  short,  Laura  (to  give  the  reader  a  jait  and  precise  ides 
of  her)  was  as  young,  as  handsome,  and  as  much  a  coquette  as  her  mis- 
tress, who  had  no  other  advantage  over  her  than  that  of  diverting  the 
town  in  public.  I  was  borne  down  by  the  torrent  for  three  weeks,  during 
which  I  gave  myself  np  to  all  manner  of  debauchery  :  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  must  observe,  in  the  midst  of  my  pleasures,  I  w»s  frequently  seized 
with  sentiments  of  remorse  that  proceeded  from  my  education,  and  embit- 
tered all  my  enjoyments.  Vice  could  not  get  the  better  Of  these  warnings, 
which  augmented  in  proportion  as  I  became  more  debauched;  and,  by 
^he  effect  of  a  happy  disposition,  I  began  to  abhor  the  disorders  of  a 
theatrical  life.  "  Ah,  wretch  !"  said  I  to  myself,  "  is  it  thai  thou  fhlfillest 
the  expectation  of  thy  family  ?  Was  it  not  enough  to  cheat  it  by  choosing 
another  employment  than  that  of  a  tutor  ?  Dues  thy  servile  condition 
hinder  thee  from  living  like  an  honeat  man}  or  does  it  become  thee  to 
live  among  such  sinners  ?  some  of  whom  are  possessed  by  envy,  rage, 
and  avarice ;  whilst  others  have  banished  all  sense  of  shame  ?  These  are 
abandoned  by  intemperance  and  sloth ;  and  those  indulge  their  pride  even 
to  an  excess  of  insolence.  I  am  resolved,  and  will  no  longer  dwell  with 
the  seven  deadly  sins." 


BOOK    IV. 


CHAPTER  I. 


)1L  BUI  BXIMO 

OOtTB  TRB  ■■■IVICX 
ABLB    FAHtLI. 


A      HOBS     CBBDIT* 


'   did  Dot  ^  to  preKrve  amidit  aacb  cor- 
.   roptioa  of  morals,  made  me  retolve  not 
■iC~\^JJ    "^y  '"  '™"  ArBenia,  but  also  to  break  ofiF 
^5_:i-<^^    all  correspondence  with  I^ora,  whom,  how- 
\'-C^,,„    ever,  I  could  not  help  loving,  though  I  wa» 
Kniible  of  her  flagrant  infidelity.     Happy 
is  he  who  am  thui  profit  by  those  moment* 
,  of  reflection   that  interrupt  the  pleasurea 

^J  which  engroia  hia  attention !  Early  one 
morning  I  handled  np  my  clothm,  and  withoat  dewing  with  Anenia,  who 
waa,  indeed,  little  or  notbmg  in  my  debt,  or  taking  leave  of  my  dew  Laura, 
I  quitted  the  honve  where  I  had  breathed  nctti^gbut  the  air  of  debaachery  ; 
and  J  had  no  Eooner  performed' sach  a  gooc  acfion  than  Heaven  rewarded 
me  for  it,  by  throwing  me  in  the  way  of  the  steward  of  Don  Matthias,  my 
late  master.  Having^  saluted  him,  he  knew  me,  and  stopped  to  inquire  if  I 
wa*  in  any  service  :  to  which  I  answered,  that  I  bad  been  abont  a  minnte  or 
two  out  of  place ;  for  that,  after  having  lived  about  a  month  with  Anenia, 
whose  bebaTJonr  I  did  not  like,  I  had  left  her  of  my  own  accord,  in  order  ta 


GIL    BLA8.  213 

preserve  my  innocence.  The  steward,  as  if  he  had  been  scrupnlo  jsly  religi- 
ons, approved  of  my  delicacy,  and  told  me  that»  since  I  was  a  young  man  of 
such  honour,  he  would  make  it  his  business  to  settle  me  in  an  advantage* 
ous  place.  He  performed  his  promise,  and  that  very  day  introdaced  me 
to  the  service  of  Don  Vincent  de  Guzman,  whose  manager  was  one  of 
his  acquaintance. 

I  could  not  have  got  into  a  better  family,  and  therefore  had  no  cause 
to  be  displeased  with  my  situation  in  the  sequel.     Don  Vincent  was  a 
Yery  rich  old  nobleman,  who  had  lived  many  years  without  law-suit  or 
wife :  the  physicians  having  deprived  him  of  his  spouse,  by  endeavouring 
to  free  her  of  a  cough,  which  she  might  have  preserved  much  longer  had 
she  abstained  from  their  prescriptions.      Instead  of  marrying  again,  he 
had  applied  himself  wholly  to  the  education  of  Aurora,  his  only  daughter, 
who  was  then  going  in  her  six-and-twentieth  year,  and  justly  passed  for 
an  accomplished  young  lady ;  for,  with  an  uncommon  share  of  beauty,  she 
had  an  excellent  genius,  perfectly  well  cultivated.     Her  father,  though  he 
was  no  conjuror,  possessed  the  happy  talent  of  managing  his  affairs  to  the 
best  advantage ;  but  had  one  fault,  which,  however,  is  pardonable  in  old 
men.     He  delighted  in  talking,  and,  above  all  things,  of  war  and  blood- 
shed.     If  any  body  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  touch  that  string  in  his 
presence,  he  instantly  set  the  trumpet  to  his  mouth :  and  the  hearers,  were 
very  happy  if  they  got  off  for  the  relation  of  two  sieges  and  three  battles. 
As  he  had  spent  two-thirds  of  his  life  in  the  army,  his  memory  was  an 
inezhaustable  source  of  different  actions,  which  were  not  always  listened 
to  with  the  same  applause  which  he  felt  in  recounting  them.     Besides,  he 
stammered  in  his  speech,  and  was  very  prolix,  which  rendered  his  manner 
of  relating  very  disagreeable.     Otherwise  I  never  knew  a  nobleman  of  a 
better  character.     He  had  a  great  deal  of  equanimity,  and  was  neither 
passionate  nor  whimsical :  a  circumstance  which  I  admired  very  much  in 
a  man  of  quality.     Though  he  was  a  good  economist,  he  kept  an  honour- 
able house,  his  domestics  consisting  of  several  footmen  and  three  women 
who  waited  on  Aurora.     I  soon  perceived  that  the  steward  of  Don  Mat- 
thias had  procured  a  good  post  for  me,  and  bent  all  my  endeavours  to 
maintain  myself  in  it ;   for  this  purpose  I  began  by  reconnoitering  the 
ground,  that  is,   studying  the  different  humours  of  every  body  in  the 
&mily ;  then,  regulating  my  conduct  by  the  observations   I  made,  it  was 
not  long  before  I  acquired  the  good  will  of  my  master  and  all  his  servants. 
When  I  had  been  about  a  month  in  Don  Vincent's  family,  I  thought  I 
perceived  that  his  daughter  distinguished  me  frum  all  the  rest  of  the  valets 
in  the  house.     Always,  when  her  eyes  were  fixed  upon  me,  I  remarked  a 
sort  of  complaisance  in  her  countenance,  which  I  could  not  observe  when 
she  looked  at  my  fellows.     Had  I  not  lived  among  beanx  and  players  it 
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would  never  have  come  into  my  head  to  imagine  that  Aurora  could  think 
of  me ;  hut  I  was  a  good  deal  spoiled  among  these  gentlemen,  who  are 
seldom  extremely  delicate  in  their  sentiments  of  the  most  virtuous  ladies. 
*'  If,"  said  I  to  myself,  "  we  may  helieve  those  stage  players,  they  are 
sometimes  benefited  by  the  whims  to  which  women  of  quality  are  subject. 
And  how  do  I  know  that  my  mistress  is  free  from  such  caprice  ?  No !" 
added  I,  "  I  cannot  believe  it.  She  b  not  one  of  those  Messalinas  who, 
belying  the  pride  of  their  birth,  humble  their  affections  so  unworthily, 
even  to  the  dust,  and  dishonour  themselves  without  blushing ;  but  rather 
one  of  those  virtuous,  though  tender  young  ladies,  who,  satisfied  with  the 
bounds  prescribed  by  honour  to  their  indiuutions,  make  no  scruple  of  inspiring 
as  well  as  of  entertaining  a  delicate  passion,  which  yields  amusement 
without  danger." 

These  were  my  sentiments  of  my  mistress,  though  I  did  not  know  pre- 
cisely how  to  interpret  her  behaviour.  In  the  mean  time,  as  often  as  she 
saw  me,  she  did  not  fail  to  smile  and  express  joy  in  her  countenance  ;  so 
that,  without  passing  for  a  fool,  any  man  might  have  been  ensnared  by 
such  fair  appearances  :  I  therefore  could  resist  them  no  longer ;  but  con- 
cluded, that  Aurora  was  strongly  captivated  with  my  merit ;  and  looked 
upon  myself  as  one  of  those  happy  domestics  whose  servitude  is  sweetened 
by  love.  That  I  might  appear  in  some  measure  less  unworthy  of  the 
favour  which  my  good  fortune  had  procured  for  me,  I  began  to  take  more 
care  of  my  person,  than  I  had  ever  done  before  ;  I  spent  all  the  money  I 
had  in  linen,  essences,  and  pomatums  :  the  first  thing  I  did  of  a  morning 
was  to  dress  and  perfume  myself,  that  I  might  not  appear  in  my  dishabille 
before  my  mistress ;  and  with  this  attention  to  my  exterior,  and  other 
airs  I  assumed,  in  order  to  please,  I  flattered  myself  that  my  happiness 
was  not  far  off. 

Among  Aurora's  women  there  was  one  called  Ortiz,  an  old  gentlewoman 
who  had  lived  more  than  twenty  years  in  the  family,  and  nursed  Don 
Vincent's  daughter,  whom  she  still  served  in  quality  of  a  duenna,  though 
she  no  longer  performed  the  disagreeable  part  of  that  function ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  instead  of  discovering,  as  formerly,  the  actions  of  Aurora, 
her  sole  business  was  now  to  conceal  them.  One  evening  Dame  Ortiz 
having  found  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  me  without  being  overheard, 
told  me  softly,  that  if  I  was  wise  and  discreet,  I  would  be  in  the  garden 
at  midnight,  where  I  should  be  informed  of  things  which  I  should  not  be 
sorry  to  hear.  I  answered,  squeezing  the  duenna's  hand,  that  I  would 
not  fail  to  be  there ;  and  we  parted  immediately  for  fear  of  being  sur- 
prised. Heavens !  how  did  the  time  hang  on  my  hands  from  that  instant 
till  supper,  which  in  our  family  was  always  over  in  good  time,  and  from 
thence  to  my  masters  going  to  bed !   Every  thing  seemed  to  drag  on  with 
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extraordinary  slowness ;  and,  to  crown  my  chagrin,  when  Don  Vincent 
retired  to  his  bed-chamber,  instead  of  going  to  rest,  he  began  to  fight 
over  again  all  his  campaigns  in  Portugal,  with  which  he  had  so  often 
stanned  me  before.  But  one  thing  which  he  had  never  done  hitherto, 
and  reserved  for  this  evening  was  to  tell  me  the  names  of  all  the  officers 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  his  time,  and  even  to  recount  their 
exploits.  What  did  I  suffer  in  hearing  him  to  an  end  !  He  left  off  speaking. 
however,  at  last,  and  got  into  bed ;  upon  which  I  went  into  the  little  closet 
where  I  slept,  from  whence  there  was  a  passage,  by  a  pair  of  back  stiiirs, 
into  the  garden,  and  anointed  my  whole  body  with  essence :  I  then  put 
on  a  dean  shirt  strongly  perfumed,  and  having  neglected  nothing  which  I 
thought  might  flatter  the  passion  of  my  mistress,  went  directly  to  the  place 
of  assignation. 

Not  finding  Ortiz  there,  I  concluded  that,  tired  with  waiting  for  me,  she 
had  returned  to  her  apartment,  and  that  the  happy  minute  was  past.  I 
blamed  Don  Vincent  for  it,  and  as  I  was  cursing  his  campaigns,  heard  it 
strike  ten.  This  made  me  believe  that  the  clock  went  wrong,  for  I  was 
persuaded  that  it  was  at  least  an  hour  past  midnight :  but  I  was  so  happily 
mistaken,  that,  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour  after  this,  I  heard  another  clock 
strike  ten  again.  "  Very  well,"  said  I  to  myself,  "  I  have  but  two  whole 
hours  to  dance  attendance,  and  they  shall  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  my 
punctuality.  What  must  J  do  till  twelve  ?  Let  me  take  a  turn  in  the  garden, 
and  consider  the  part  I  am  to  play,  which  is  a  pretty  new  one  to  me,  who  am 
but  a  novice  in  the  whims  of  women  of  quality.  I  know  well  enough  how 
to  behave  with  abigails  and  actresses ;  these  you  accost  with  a  familiar  air, 
and  come  to  the  point  without  ceremony ;  but  we  must  go  another  way  to 
work  with  ladies  of  fashion ;  the  gallant,  I  imagine,  must  be  polite,  com- 
plaisant, tender,  and  respectful,  though  not  timorous :  instead  of  endeavour- 
ing to  hasten  his  own  happiness  by  the  violence  of  his  transports,  he  ought 
to  lie  in  wait  for  the  moment  of  frailty." 

These  were  my  reflections,  and  this  the  conduct  I  proposed  to  observe 
with  Aurora ;  representing  to  myself,  that  in  a  little  time,  I  should  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  myself,  at  her  feet,  and  of  sa3ring  a  thousand 
passionate  things  to  that  amiable  object.  I  even  recollected  all  the 
passages  of  our  theatrical  pieces,  which  might  be  of  service  to  me,  and  do 
rae  honour  during  our  interview  :  and  by  a  seasonable  application  of  these 
I  hoped,  after  the  example  of  some  players  whom  I  knew,  to  pass  for  a  wit, 
though  I  could  only  boast  of  a  memory.  Absorbed  in  these  reflections, 
which  amused  my  impatience  more  agreeably  than  the  military  stories  of 
my  master,  I  heard  the  clock  strike  eleven ;  upon  which  I  plunged  again 
into  my  reverie,  sometimes  walking  and  sometimes  sitting  in  an  arbour  at 


the  fiirther  end  of  the  garden.  The  long-expected  hour  of  twelve  at  lait 
■truck,  and  in  a  few  minotes  Ortii,  as  ptinctual,  though  teas  impatient  than 
1.  appeared.     "  Signor  Gil  Bias,"  said  she,  accosting  me.  "  how  long  have 


yoa  been  here?"  I  replied,  "two  hours." — "In  good  sooth,"  uid  she, 
laughing,  "  you  are  very  exact ;  it  is  a  pteaanre  to  make  an  assignation 
with  jou.  True,  indeed,"  continued  she,  with  a  serioDB  air,  "yon  cannot 
pay  too  dear  for  the  happy  tidings  I  have  to  tell  you.  My  mietreu  wants* 
to  have  »ome  private  conversation  with  you.  I  will  «ay  no  more.  The  rest 
is  a  secret  you  moat  learn  from  her  month.  Follow  me,  and  I  will  conduct 
yuu  into  her  apurlment."  So  saying,  the  duenna  took  me  by  the  hand, 
and  led  me,  in  a  mysterious  manner,  through  a  Uttle  door,  of  which  she  had 
the  key,  inlo  tite  chamber  of  her  mistreM. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Aarora,  whom  I  found  in  diKbabille, 
in  the  moBt  respectful  mwuier,  and  with  the 
best  grace  I  coold  put  oa ;  and  she  received 
me  with  a  imUin^  air.  forced  me  to  ait  down 
by  her,  tad  bade  her  ambassadress  retire 
into  another  room.  After  this  prelude,  with 
wbich  I  was  not  ill  pleased,  she  addressed 
herself  to  me  iii  these  words :  "  Gil  Bias, 
you  must  have  perceived  that  1  look  upon 
yoD  in  a  favourable  light,  and  distinguish 
you  from  the  rest  of  my  father's  servants  i 
and  even,  tnough  you  may  not  have  observed  by  my  looks  that  1  have  a 
r^ard  for  you,  the  atep  1  have  taken  this  night  will  leave  yon  no  room  to 
doubt  it." 

I  gave  her  no  time  to  proceed,  bnt  believing  that  I  ought,  as  a  polite 
gentleman,  spare  her  modesty  the  pain  of  a  more  formal  explanation,  I 
started  up  in  n  transport,  and  throwing  mynelf  at  her  feet,  hlte  a  stage  hero, 
who  fiills  on  bis  kneee  before  his  princess,  cried  in  a  theatrical  tone,  "Ah, 
Madam  i  can  it  be  posaible  that  Gil  Bias,  hitherto  the  foot-ball  of  fortune 
Bud  outcast  of  nature,  is  so  happy  aa  to  have  inspired  you  with  such  senti- 
ments."— "Don't  speak  so  load,"  said  my  mistress,  laughing,  "yon  will 
awaken  my  women,  who  are  asleep  in  the  nest  room.  Get  up,  take  your 
seat  again,  and  hear  me  to  an  end,  without  interrupting  me.  Yes,  Gil 
Bias,"  continued  she,  resuming  her  gravity,  "I  am  your  well-wisher; 
and  aa  a  proof  of  my  esteem,  wiH  impart  to  you  a  secret,  on  which  the 
repose  of  my  life  depends  :  I  am  in  love  with  a  handsome  young  gentleman 
of  good  fortune,  and  illustrious  birth :  his  name  is  Don  Lewis  Pacheco; 
and  although  I  have  seen  him  several  times  on  the  Frado,  and  at  public 
shows,  I  have  never  spoken  to  him,  am  even  ignorant  of  his  character,  and 
don't  know  bat  he  may  be  a  peiaon  of  bad  morals.  This  is  what  I  want 
to  be  informed  of :  and  having  occasion  for  a  man  to  enquire  carefolly 
kbout  his  reputation,  and  bring  me  a  fiutliful  account  of  it,  I  mske  choice 
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•f  yon,  ftnd  believe  I  run  do  nA,  by  entrusting  yon  with  thia  comimmon, 
in  which  I  hope  you  will  acquit  yourself  with  so  much  discretion  and  nddresB. 
that  I  fihall  never  repent  of  having  made  you  my  confidant." 

Here  my  mistresB  kfl  off  speaking,  in  order  to  know  what  answer  I  would 
make ;  and  I,  though  at  first  disconcerted  at  being  so  disagreeably  unde- 
ceived, quickly  recollected  myself,  and  surmounting  the  shame,  which  is 
always  the  concomitant  of  nnsuccesaful  rashness,  expressed  so  much  zeal 
for  the  lady's  interesta,  and  devoted  myself  with  so  much  ardour  to  her 
service,  that,  though  she  might  still  continue  to  think  that  I  had  fool- 
ishly flattered  myself  with  having  made  an  impression  on  her  heart,  she 
saw  verv  well  that  I  knew  how  to  moke  amends  for  my  folly.  I  asked 
but  two  days  to  luring  her  an  account  of  Don  Lewis ;  after  which  Dame 
Ortii,  being  called  in  by  her  mistrea*  conducted  me  back  into  the  garden. 
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and  left  me  there,  after  having  said,  "  Good  night,  Gil  Bias ;  1  know  your 
punctuality  80  well,  that  I  need  not  recommend  it  to  you  to  he  early  at  the 
next  assignation." 

I  retomed  to  my  chamber,  not  without  some  vexation  to  find  my 
expectations  balked ;  nevertheless,  I  was  wise  enough  to  reflect,  that  It 
became  me  better  to  be  the  confidant  than  the  lover  of  my  mistress.  I 
considered  too,  that  this  might  turn  out  to  my  advantage,  as  the  messen« 
gers  of  love,  are,  usually,  well  paid  for  their  trouble ;  and  I  went  to  bed» 
in  a  full  resolution  to  perform  what  Aurora  desired.  Willi  this  view,  I 
went  abroad  next  day,  and  found  no  difficulty  in  learning  the  place  of 
abode  of  such  a  noted  cavalier  as  Don  Lewis.  I  enquired  into  his  cha- 
racter in  the  neighbourhood ;  but  those  to  whom  I  applied  could  not  ftdly 
satisfy  my  curiosity.  This  made  me  repeat  my  enquiries  the  following 
day,  when  I  was  more  successful.  Meeting  by  accident,  in  the  street,  a 
young  man  of  my  acquaintance,  we  stopped  to  chat  a  little ;  and,  that 
very  instant  a  friend  of  his  happening  to  pass,  made  up  to  us,  and  told 
his  comrade,  that  he  had  been  just  turned  away  by  Don  Pacheco,  the 
father  of  Don  Lewis,  on  suspicion  of  having  drank  a  cask  of  wine,  belong- 
ing to  his  master.  I  did  not  lose  such  a  fair  opportunity  of  being  informed 
of  every  thing  I  wanted  to  know,  and  succeeded  so  well  by  the  questions 
I  asked,  that  I  went  home  very  well  satisfied  that  I  was  able  to  keep  my 
word  with  my  mistress.  I  was  to  see  her  again  the  next  night,  at  the 
same  hour,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  at  first ;  but  I  did  not  suffer  bo 
much  disquiet  that  night,  and  far  from  hearing  the  conversation  of  my  old 
master  with  impatience,  T  introduced  the  subjects  of  his  campaigns,  waited 
for  twelve  with  the  utmost  tranquillity,  and  it  was  not  until  I  had  heard 
the  hour  repeated  by  several  clocks  that  I  went  down  into  the  garden, 
void  of  essence  and  perfumes,  resolved  for  the  future  to  retrench  that 
extravagance. 

I  found  the  most  trusty  duenna  at  the  rendezvous,  and  she  upbraided 
me  in  a  satirical  manner  for  having  abated  in  my  diligence.  I  made  no 
answer,  but  let  her  conduct  me  into  the  apartment  of  Aurora,  who,  as 
soon  as  I  appeared,  asked  if  I  had  got  good  intelligence  of  Don  Lewis  ? 
"  Yes,  madam,"  said  I,  "  and  you  shall  hear  it  in  two  words.  In  the  first 
place  I  must  tell  you,  that  he  will  set  out  very  soon,  on  his  return  to 
Salamanca,  in  order  to  finish  his  studies.  He  is  a  young  cavalier  of 
honour  and  probity,  and,  being  a  gentleman  and  Castilian,  his  courage  is 
not  to  be  doubted ;  he  has,  besides,  a  great  deal  of  wit,  and  his  behaviour 
is  very  agreeable :  but  that  which,  perhaps  you  will  least  like  in  him,  is 
a  disposition,  too  much  a-kin  to  that  of  most  of  our  young  nobleman, 
extremely  rakish.     You  must  know  that,  young  as  he  is,  he  has  already 
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hadtwDftctreBseainkeepbg," — "  Is  it  possible  ?"  criedAorora,  "HmvouI 
what  tnorals !  Bnt  are  you  certain,  Gil  Bias,  that  he  leads  Bach  a  licentioiu 
life  ?" — "  Oh  1 1  don't  at  all  doubt  it,  madam,"  I  replied  :  "  I  was  informed 
hy  a  valet,  who  was  turaed  out  of  his  service  this  morning :  and  semnts 
are  commonly  yery  sincere,  when  they  talk  of  their  suster'a  faults  :  besidea 
he  keepa  company  with  Don  Alezo  Se^ar,  Don  Antonio  Centelles,  and  Don 
Ferdinand  de  Gamboa ;  and  that  aloue  is  a  safficient  demanstntion  of  his 
liber^ism."— "  Enough,  Gil  Blaa,"  said  my  mistrcM,  sighing ;  "  on  the 
credit  of  your  report,  I  will  combat  my  unworthy  passion,  which,  though  it 
has  already  taken  deep  root  in  my  heart,  I  don't  despair  to  ovwcome.  Go," 
added  she,  giving  me  a  httle  purse  well  repleniahed,  "  there  ia  something 
for  your  trouble;  beware  of  disclosing  my  secret,  and  remember  that  I 
depend  upon  your  silence." 

I  assured  my  mistreu  that  she  might  make  heraelf  perfectly  easy  on  tlut 
■core,  for  I  was  the  Harpocrates  of  trasty  valets.  After  this  assurance,  I 
lOdtdrew,  very  impatient  to  know  the  contents  of  the  purse,  in  which  I 
46und  twenty  pisttdes.  This  made  me  beUeve  that  Aurora  would  have  cer- 
tainly given  me  more  had  1  brought  her  agreeable  tidings,  aince  she  pmd 
me  so  handsomely  for  such  a  morti^ng  piece  of  news ;  and  I  repented  that 
I  had  not  imitated  the  lawyers,  who  sometimes  put  a  gloss  upon  the  truth, 
in  the  practice  of  their  profession :  I  was  sorry  for  having  nipped  in  the  bud 
an  intrigue,  the  consequence  of  which  might  have  been  very  advantageous 
to  me ;  however,  I  had  the  consolation  to  see  myself  indemnified  for  dt 
tuueasonable  expense  in  estences  and  perfume*. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


WITH     WHICH     lOVB     INBPIRI 


ITHIN  a  few  daye  of  thii  adveDture  Don 
VinccDt  fell  sick ;  and  thoagh  had  he  not 
been  in  such  an  advanced  age,  the  ivnip- 
toraa  of  his  disease  were  so  violent,  that 
we  had  reasoa  to  fear  a  fatal  iasue.  When 
iniB  firat  seized,  two  of  the  moat  famous 
physiciaoB  of  Madrid  were  aent  for.  One 
'  of  them  was  called  Doctor  Andros,  and 
f  the  other  Doctor  Oquetos,  who  having 
J  examined  their  patient  with  great  atten- 
tion were  of  opinion  that  the  humours  of  his  body  were  in  a  state  of 
fermentation ;  but  in  nothmg  else  could  they  agree.  "  We  must  make 
haste,"  said  Andros,  "  and  purge  off  the  humoura,  though  they  be  crude, 
while  they  continue  in  this  violent  ftgiUlion  of  flux  and  reflwt.  leit  they  settle 
upon  some  noble  part."  Oqnetos,  on  the  contrary,  maintained,  that 
they  ought  to  wait  for  the  concoction  of  the  humours,  before  they  should 
employ  a  cathartic.  But  your  method,"  resumed  the  first,  "is  directly 
opposite  to  that  of  the  prince  of  medicine  ;  Hippocrates  orders  carthatics 
on  the  very  firat  daya  of  the  moat  ardent  fever,  and  aaya,  in  expreaa  tetma, 
that  wo  most  be  ready  to  purge  when  the  humonrs  are  in  the  orgasm ;  that 
is  to  aay,  m  B  state  of  fermentation."— "  Oh  there  you  are  mblaken," 
rejJied  Oquetos  ;  "  Hippocrates,  by  the  word  orgasm,  does  not  understand 
the  fermentation,  but  the  concoction  of  the  humoura. 

Upon  this  the  doctors  grew  passionate  i  one  repeated  the  Greek  text, 
and  quoted  all  thoae  anthora  who  had  explained  it  in  his  way  ;  the  other 
relying  on  a  Latin  translation,  pronounced  it  in  a  tone  still  more  vociferoua 
Which  of  them  was  in  the  right?  Don  Vincent  was  not  the  man  to 
decide  that  question:  bnt,  sedng  himBelf  obliged  to  choose,  bestowed  hia 
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confidence  on  him  who  had  despatched  the  greatest  number  of.  patients : 
I  mean  the  eldest  of  the  two.  Andros,  therefore,  who  was  the  younger, 
withdrew,  and  not  without  darting  some  strokes  of  raillery  at  his  senior, 
on  his  interpretation  of  the  word  orgasm,  Oquetos,  who  remained  tri- 
umphant, being  a  man  of  Doctor  Sangrado's  prindple,  began,  by  ordering 
his  patient  to  be  copiously  blooded,  deferring  his  cathartic  until  the 
humours  should  be  concocted ;  but  death,  who  without  doubt  was  afraid 
the  purgation  so  sagely  delayed  would  depriye  him  of  his  prey,  prevented 
the  concoction,  and  carried  my  master  off.  Such  was  the  end  of  Sigpior 
Don  Vincent,  who  lost  his  life,  because  his  physician  did  not  understand 
Greek ! 

Aurora  having  celebrated  her  father's  funeral  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
his  birth,  took  possession  of  his  estate ;  and,  being  now  mistress  of  her- 
self, dismissed  some  of  the  domestics,  with  rewards  proportioned  to  their 
aeyeral  services :  and,  in  a  little  time,  retired  to  a  castle  which  Ae  had  on 
the  Danks  of  the  Tagus,  between  Sacedon  and  Buendia.  I  was  not  only 
one  of  those  whom  she  had  retained,  and  carried  into  the  country  with 
her,  but  also  had  the  good  fortune  to  become  a  necessary  person.  Not-* 
withstanding  the  faithful  report  I  made  to  her  of  Don  Lewis,  she  was  still 
in  love  with  that  cavaHer ;  or  rather,  finding  herself  unable  to  conquer 
her  passion,  she  had  abandoned  herself  entirely  to  it ;  and  being  no  longer 
under  a  necessity  of  taking  precautions  to  speak  with  me  in  private, 
"  Gil  Bias,"  said  she,  sighing,  "  I  cannot  forget  Don  Lewis ;  in  spite  of 
all  my  efforts  to  banish  him  &om  my  thoughts,  he  still  is  present  in  my 
imagination :  not  such  as  thou  hast  painted  him,  plunged  in  all  sorts  of 
debauchery ;  but  such  as  I  would  have  him  to  be,  tender,  amorous,  and 
constant.'^  So  saying,  she  began  to  melt,  and  could  not  help  shedding 
some  tears :  which  affected  me  so  much,  that  I  could  scarcely  refrain  from 
weeping  also ;  and  I  could  not  make  my  court  to  her  more  effectually, 
than  by  sympathizing  with  her  sorrow.  "  I  see  thou  hast  a  very  tender 
disposition,  my  friend,*'  added  she  after  having  dried  her  fair  eyes;  "and 
I  am  so  well  satisfied  with  thy  zeal,  that  thou  mayest  depend  upon  being 
well  recompensed.  Dear  Gil  Bias,  I  have  more  occasion  now  than  ever 
for  thy  assistance.  I  will  disclose  to  thee  a  design,  which  at  present 
engrosses  me,  and  which  thou  wilt,  no  doubt,  pronounce  very  capricioujs. 
Know,  that  I  intend  to  set  out  immediately  for  Salamanca  where  I  will 
disguise  myself  like  a  cavalier ;  and,  under  the  name  of  Don  Felix,  get 
acquainted  with  Pacbeco,  whose  confidence  and  friendship  I  will  endeavour 
to  acquire  :  I  will  often  speak  to  him  of  Aurora  de  Guzman  and  call  myself 
her  cousin ;  by  which  means,  he  will,  perhaps,  express  a  desire  to  see  her ; 
and  then  my  expectation  will  be  answered.      We  will  have  two  difierent 
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MgingB  «t  SaUunanca,  in  one  of  which  I  wiU  paw  for  Don  FeUx,  in 
the  other  for  Aurora :  and  presenting  myaelf  to  the  eyea  of  Don  Lewis^ 
aometimea  metamorphosed  into  a  man,  and  sometimes  in  my  own  dress,  i 
flatter  myself  that  I  shall,  hy  degrees,  accomplish  my  purpose.  I  grant," 
added  she,  "  that  this  is  an  extravagant  scheme ;  hut  I  am  hurried  away  hy 
my  passion,  and  the  innocence  of  my  intention  makes  me  insenaihie  c^  the 
risk  I  must  run." 

I  was  very  much  Of  Aurora's  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  her 
design ;  nevertheless,  how  imprudent  soever  I  judged  it,  I  took  care  not 
to  act  the  pedagogue ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  began  to  gild  the  pill,  and 
undertook  to  prove  that  this  mad  project  was  no  more  than  an  agreeable 
frolic,  that  could  have  no  bad  consequence.  My  mistress  was  pleased  with 
this  eoDstruction :  for  lovers  are  charmed  vdth  flattery,  even  in  their 
most  extravagant  fancies.  We  now,  therefore,  looked  upon  this  rash 
enterprise  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  comedy,  the  skilful  representation 
of  which  it  was  our  business  to  concert.  Having  .chosen  our  actors  from 
^the  servants  of  the  femily,  the  parts  were  distributed,  without  the  least 
quarrel  or  disturbance ;  because  we  were  not  players  by  profession.  It 
was  resolved  that  Dame  Ortiz  should  act  the  part  of  Aurora's  aunt,  tmder 
the  name  of  Donna  Ximena  de  Guzman,  attended  by  a  valet  and  wafting 
woman ;  and  that  Aurora,  dressed  like  a  cavalier,  should  entertain  me  as 
valet  de  chambre,  together  with  one  of  her  own  maids  in  the  disguise  of  a 
page,  to  be  always  about  her  person.  The  characters  being  thus  regu- 
lated, we  returned  to  Madrid,  where  we  understood  Don  Lewis  still  was, 
but  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  would  set  out  for  Salamanca ; 
upon  which  we  ordered  the  necessary  dresses  to  be  made  with  all  dili- 
gence ;  and  when  they  were  finished,  my  mistress  caused  them  to  be  con- 
veniently packed  up,  until  we  should  find  a  proper  time  and  place  for 
putting  them  on.  Then  leaving  the  care  of  her  house  to  the  steward, 
she  set  out  In  a  coach  drawn  by  four  mules,  and  took  the  road  to  the 
kingdom  of  Leon,  with  all  those  of  her  servants  who  had  parts  to  act  in 
her  performance. 

We  had  already  crossed  Old  Castile,  when  the  axle-tree  of  the  coach 
gave  way,  between  Avilla  and  Villaflor,  about  three  or  four  hundred  paces 
from  a  castle,  which  we  perceived  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain.  As  night 
approached,  we  were  not  a  little  embarrassed,  when  a  peasant,  passing  by 
accident,  rid  us  of  our  anxiety,  by  teUing  us  that  the  castle  which  we 
saw  belonged  to  Donna  Elvira,  widow  of  Don  Pedro  de  Rnares,  a  lady 
whose  character  he  extolled  so  much,  that  my  mistress  sent  me  to  th6 
castle  to  beg  a  lodging  for  one  night.  Elvira  did  not  belie  the  country- 
man's report,  but  received  me  with  great  afiability,  and  fistvoured  Aurora's 
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oompUment  with  such  an  answer  as  she  desired.  We  repaired  immediately 
to  the  castle,  whither  our  coach  was  dragg^  slowly  hy  the  moles ;  and 
at  the  gate  met  Don  Pedro's  widow,  who  came  out  to  receive  my  mis«> 
tress.  I  will  pass  over  in  silence  the  civil  things  which  were  said  on  hoth 
sides  on  this  occasion,  and  only  observe,  that  Elvira  was  a  lady  pretty 
much  advanced  in  years,  but  very  polite,  and  understood  how  to  perform 
the  duties  of  hospitality  as  well  as  any  woman  in  the  world.  She  con- 
ducted Aurora  into  a  sumptuous  apartment,  where,  leaving  her  to  repose 
a  few  moments,  she  came  and  employed  her  attention  on  the  most  minute 
things  that  concerned  us.  Afterwards,  when  supper  was  ready,  she 
ordered  the  doth  to  be  laid  in  Aurora's  chamber,  where  they  sat  down 
together  at  table.  Don  Pedro's  widow  was  not  one  of  those  people  who 
cloud  the  honour  of  their  entertainments  with  a  pensive  and  disconcerted 
aire  she  was  of  a  gay  disposition,  and  supported  the  conversation  in  an 
agreeable  manner  ;  expressing  herself  with  great  dignity  and  elegance.  I 
admired  her  understanding,  and  the  delicate  turn  of  her  thoughts,  which 
seemed  to  charm  Aurora  as  well  as  me.  They  conceived  a  friendship 
for  one  another,  and  promised  to  maintain  a  correspondence  by  letters.  Our 
coach  could  not  be  refitted  till  the  following  day,  and  as  we  should  run 
some  risk  by  setting  out  late,  it  was  determined  that  we  should  stay  at  the 
castle  another  night.  We,  in  our  turn,  were  served  with  a  profusion  of 
victuals,  and  our  beds  were  no  less  comfortable  than  our  meal. 

Next  day,  my  mistress  found  new  charms  in  the  conversation  of  Elvira, 
with  whom  she  dined  in  a  large  hall,  adorned  with  several  pictures,  one  of 
which  was  remarkable  for  the  beauty  and  wonderful  expression  of  the 
figures,  though  it  represented  a  very  tragical  scene  to  the  view.  A  dead 
cavalier  appeared  lying  on  his  back,  and  drowned  in  his  own  blood,  but 
seemed  still  to  retain  a  menacing  air  even  in  death.  Near  him  lay  a 
young  lady  in  another  attitude  stretched  also  upon  the  ground ;  a  sword 
was  seen  plunged  in  her  bosom,  she  breathed  her  last  sighs,  and,  fixing 
her  dying  eyes  upon  a  young  man,  who  seemed  mortally  grieved  at  the 
loss  of  her.  The  painter  had  likewise  drawn  another  figure,  which  did 
not  escape  my  attention;  this  was  an  old  man  of  a  good  mien,  who, 
strongly  afiected  with  the  objects  that  struck  his  view,  discovered  as  much 
sensibility  as  the  youth.  One  would  have  thought  that  each  of  them  fdt 
the  same  pangs  at  sight  of  these  doleful  images,  but  that  each  received 
the  impression  in  a  difierent  manner.  The  old  man  seemed  overwhelmed 
with  the  profound  sorrow  in  which  he  was  plunged ;  but  there  was  fury 
mixed  with  the  affliction  of  the  youth.  The  painter  had  expressed  the 
whole  with  such  strength,  that  we  could  scarce  wit&draw  our  eyes  from 
the  performance.     My  mistress  having  asked  what  story  the  picture  repre- 


■ented ;  "  Madam,"  said  Elvira,  "  it  ia  «  faithfiil  repreaeDtation  of  th« 
mitfbrtQDet  of  my  family."  This  answer  excited  the  curiosity  of  Anrara, 
who  expressed  snch  an  eager  inclination  to  know  more,  that  Don  Pedro's 
widow  conld  not  dispense  with  promising  her  the  satis&ction  she  deaired. 
fliis  promiM,  which  was  made  before  Ortiz,  her  two  companions,  and 
tne,  detained  ns  all  four  in  the  hall  after  dinner.  My  mistress  would  have 
■ent  OS  away,  but  Elvira,  perceiving  that  we  longed  fervently  to  hear  the 
explanation  of  the  picture,  had  the  goodness  to  bid  ns  stay,  aaying  tluu 
the  stOTy  which  she  was  going  to  relate  was  none  of  those  that  required 
aecrecy ;  and  immediately  began  in  the  following  words. 


CHAPTER   IV. 


ram 
hmh 


■ad  her  (icath 


HB  king  of  Sicily,  (Rogar)  hnd  a  brother  uid 
a  sister  i   the  first  called  Munfroy,  revolted 
against  him,  and  lighted  up  a  daDgerons  and 
bloody  war  m  the  kingdom  ;  bat  had  the  mi«- 
fortone  to  lose  two  battles,  and  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  Icing,  who  contented  himself  with 
punishing  his  rebellion,  by  depriving  him  of 
his  liberty.      This  clemency  served  only  to 
make  Roger  pass  for  a  barbarian,  in  the  opini- 
on of  one  part  of  his  subjects,  who  mid  he 
saved  his  brother's  life,  in  order  to  eierciK  apon  him  a  slow  and 
r^rengv.     Bat  all  the  rest,  with  more  foimdation,  imputed  the 
treatmeat  that  Mainfiroy  anfiered  in  prison  to  his  uster  Matilda 
for  the  had,  in  efieot,   always  hated  the  prince,  and  did   not 
him  as  long  u  he  lived ;    bat  she  died  soon  after  him, 
I  looked  npon  m  the  jost  puniBbment  of  her  nnnatural 


Haittfinoy  havmg  left  two  tooa,  u  yet  in  tbdr  in&ncy,  Roger  wished  to 
get  rid  of  them,  fearing  that  when  they  should  arrive  at  a  more  advanced 
tge,  the  denre  of  revenging  their  fother  would  induce  them  to  revive  a 
faction  which  was  not  so  moch  qodled,  bot  that  it  might  occasion  new 
tnmblea  in  the  state.  He  imparted  hi*  dengn  to  the  senator  Leontio 
Siflredi,  hia  minister,  who,  to  divert  him  front  putting  it  in  tzecntion, 
ondettook  the  education  of  prince  Henriqnez,  the  eldest,  and  advised  him 
to  commit  the  youngest,  who  was  called  Don  Pedro,  to  the  care  of  the 
constable  of  Sicily.  Roger,  p^naded  that  his  nephew*  would  be  brought 
up  by  these  men  in  that  mbmisaion  and  duty  which  they  owed  to  hiro. 
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kit  the  princes  to  their  conduct,  and  took  upon  himself  the  care  of  his 
niece  Constantia,  who  was  of  the  same  age  with  Henriquez,  and  only 
daughter  of  the  princess  Matilda;  he  furnished  Her  with  women  and 
masters,  and  spared  nothing  in  her  education. 

Leontio  Siffiredi  had  a  castle  two  short  leagues  from  Palermo,  at  a 
place  called  Belmont:  and  there  that  minister  employed  himself  in  ren- 
dering Henriquez  worthy  of  mounting  one  day  the  throne  of  Sicily.  He 
soon  observed  in  that  prince  such  amiable  qualities,  that  he  applied  him- 
self to  the  cultivation  of  them  as  closely  as  if  he  had  had  no  children  of 
his  own.  He  was  blessed,  however,  with  two  daughters ;  the  eldest  of 
whom,  called  Blanch,  younger  by  a  year  than  the  prince,  was  adorned 
with  the  most  perfect  beauty:  the  other,  named  Portia,  whose  birth 
occasioned  her  mother's  desdi,  was  sdll  in  the  cradle.  Blanch  and  prince 
Henriquez,  as  soon  as  they  wertt  capable  of  love,  entertained  a  mutual 
passion ;  though  they  had  not  the  liberty  of  conversing  in  private.  The 
prince,  however,  did  not  fail  to  find  opportunities  sometimes :  and  knew 
so  well  how  to  profit  by.  those  precious  moments,  that  he  engaged  the 
daughter  of  Siffiredi  to  allow  him  to  execute  a  project  he  had  formed. 
Just  about  this  time  it  happened  that  Leontio  was  obliged  by  the  king's 
orders,  to  make  a  journey  into  one  of  the  most  remote  provinces  of  the 
island  :  and  during  his  absence,  Henriquez  caused  an  opening  to  be  made 
in  the  wall  of  his  apartment,  that  was  contiguous  to  the  chamber  of 
Blanch;  supplying  it  with  a  sliding  partition  of  wood,  that  opened  and 
shut,  without  being  perceived ;  because  it  was  so  closely  join^  to  the 
ceiling,  that  the  eye  could  not  discover  the  artifice.  A  skilful  architect, 
whom  the  prince  had  made  his  friend,  performed  the  work  with  equal 
diligence  and  secrecy. 

Through  this  passage  the  amorous  Henriquez  introduced  himself  some- 
times into  the  chamber  of  his  mistress :  but  he  did  not  abuse  her  favour : 
for  though  she  was  imprudent  enough  to  allow  him  a  private  entrance 
into  her  apartment,  she  did  not  condescend  so  far,  until  he  had  assured 
her,  that  he  would  never  ask  anything  that  innocence  could  not  grant. 
One  night  he  found  her  very  uneasy,  because  she  had  heard  that  Roger 
was  very  ill,  and  had  sent  for  Sifiredi,  as  high  chancellor  of  the  kingdom* 
in  order  to  entrust  him  with  his  last  will.  She  represented  to  herself 
already  her  dear  Henriquez  on  the  throne,  and  being  afraid  of  losing  him 
in  that  high  station,  was  under  the  utmost  anxiety ;  and  the  tears  stood  in 
her  eyes  when  he  appeared.  "  Heavens !  you  weep,  madam :  what  must 
I  think  of  that  sorrow  with  which  I  see  you  overwhehned  ?  " — "  Sir," 
replied  Blanch,  "  I  cannot  conceal  my  alarms :  the  king,  your  unde,  will 
soon  cease  to  live,  and  vou  will  succeed  him.    When  I,  therefore,  foresee 


BOOK  n.^-CUAt  IT. 


how  nr  yoat  new  greatness  will  remove  yoa  from  me,  I  own  I  cuiDot  be 
unconceraed.  A  monarch  aeldom  beholds  thiogs  with  a  loTer*B  eje,  mil 
that  which  was  his  utmost  ambition  while  he  wu  a  Bnbject,  affecta  him  but 
ilightlj  when  he  is  on  the  throne.  Whether  it  be  an  nnhappy  presage,  or 
rcMon  only  that  inspires  me,  1  feel  my  soul  agitated  with  emotions  that  all 
mj  confidence  in  your  goodness  cannot  assuage;  and  thoDgb  I  dare  no; 
donbt  yonr  generosity,  I  cannot  help  distnuting  my  own  destiny." — 
"  Adorable  Blanch ! "  replied  the  prince,  "  yonr  fears  are  obliging,  and 
jiiBtify  my  attachment  to  yonr  charms ;  but  the  excess  of  yonr  doobts 
injures  my  love,  and  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so)  the  esteem  whidi  yon 
owe  me.  No !  think  not  that  my  destiny  and  yours  can  ever  be  separated. 
Believe,  rather,  that  you  will  always  be  the  object  of  my  happineM  and  joy 
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Ijkj  aside  your  fear,  therefore,  and  let  it  not  disturb  such  endearing 
moments." — "  Ah  sir !  '*  answered  the  daughter  of  Leontio,  "  as  soon  as 
you  are  crowned,  your  subjects,  perhaps,  will  demand  for  your  queen  a 
princess  descended  from  a  long  race  of  kings,  whose  splendid  nuptials 
may  add  new  realms^to  yours;  and,  perhaps,  alas,  yon  will  answer 
tiieir  expectation,  eyen  at  the  expense  of  your  inclination/' — "Ah I 
why,"  replied  Henrique^,  with  some  warmth,  "  why  are  you  thus  prone  to 
torment  yourself,  by  raising  such  an  afflicting  image  of  what  will  never 
happen  ?  Should  Heaven  dispose  of  the  king  my  unde,  and  make  me 
master  of  Sicily,  I  swear  that  I  will  espouse  you  in  Palermo,  in  presence  of 
all  my  court,  and  I  invoke  all  that  is  sacred  to  confirm  my  oath." 

Siffredi*8  daughter  was  cheered  by  the  protestations  of  Henriquez,  and 
the  rest  of  their  conversation  turned  on  the  king's  distemper :  on  which 
occasion,  Henriquez  discovered  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  in  lamenting 
his  ttnde's  ftite,  with  which  he  had  no  great  reason  to  be  affected ;  the 
force  of  blood  making  him  regret  a  prince,  by  whose  death  he  should 
acquire  a  crown.  Blanch,  as  yet,  did  not  know  all  the  misfortunes  that 
threatened  her.  The  constable  of  Sicily  had  met  her  coming  out  of  her 
father's  apartment,  one  day,  when  he  was  at  the  castle  of  Belmont  on 
some  important  affiurs,  was  captivated  with  her  beauty,  and  next  day 
demanded  her  in  uiarriage  of  Siffredi,  who  consented  to  the  match ;  but 
Roger's  distemper  intervening,  the  nuptials  were  deferred,  and  Blanch 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter. 

One  morning,  just  as  Henriquez  had  done  dressing,  he  was  surprised 
to  see  Leontio,  foUowed  by  Blanch,  come  into  his  apartment.  '*  Sir," 
said  that  minister  to  him,  "  the  news  1  bring  is  afflicting,  but  the  conso- 
lation with  which  they  are  attended  ought  to  moderate  your  grief.  The 
king  your  uncle  is  dead,  after  having  left  you  heir  to  his  sceptre,  and 
Sicily  is  subject  to  your  sway.  The  grandees  of  the  realm,  who  attend 
your  orders  at  Palermo^  have  commissioned  me  to  receive  them  from  your 
mouth,  and  I  am  come,  sir,  with  my  daughter,  the  fir9t  of  your  new  sub- 
jeetSy  to  offer  our  early  and  sincere  homage."  The  prince,  who  knew  very 
well  that  Roger  had  laboured  two  months  under  a  disease  that  gradually 
consumed  him,  was  not  much  surprised  at  this  piece  of  news :  neverthdess, 
struck  with  the  sudden  change  of  his  condition,  he  felt  a  thousand 
confused  emotions  rise  within  his  breast ;  and  having  mused  some  time, 
broke  silence,  by  addressing  himself  to  Leontio  in  these  words :  "  Sage 
Siffi'edi,  I  shall  always  look  upon  you  a^  my  father,  glory  in  regulating 
my  conduct  by  your  conned,  and  you  shall  be  as  much  a  king  in  Sicily 
as  I  am.  So  saying,  he  advanced  to  a  table,  on  which  there  was  a 
standish,  and  taking  a  sheet  of  paper,  wrote  his  name  at  the  bottom  of  the 


pag«.  "What  an  yoa  abont  to  do,  air?"  aaid  SifliecK  t»liim^  "I  an 
gmag  to  manifeat  iny  gratitoda  and  eateem,"  auBwered  Hrariqnea,  pre* 
aenting  tfae  sheet  to  Blanch,  and  aaying,  "  Receive,  madam,  tbia  pledge  of 
107  fcith,  and  irf  &a  empire  over  my  inchnationa,  which  I  now  jidd  to 
joa."  Kandi  took  it,  bloahing,  and  made  thia  anawer  to  the  prinoe :  "  I 
reouve  with  reapeot  the  favoon  of  my  king  ;  bat  I  depend  on  a  bdtfr ; 
and  I  hope  yonr  m^eaty  will  not  take  it  ill,  that  I  depoait  thia  paper  m 
hia  hand*,  to  be  ned  aa  hia  pmdenca  ahall  direct  him." 

She  aocordingly  gave  the  anbaoriptioa  of  Henriqoez  to  her  Jathar,  who 
then  obaerved  what,  till  that  moment,  had  eacaped  hia  penetration.  He 
diacemed  the  princa'a  aentimentt,  and  aoid  to  him,  "  Yonr  majeaty  ahall 
have  no  canae  to  reproach  me,  for  I  will  not  abnae  the  confideoce." — "  My 
dear  lieontjo."  cried  Uenriqnez,  iotemipting  him,  "  don't  imagine  job 
can  abow  it.  Whatever  nae  yon  ahall  make  of  the  paj>er,  I  will  approve  of 
yonr  determination.  Bat  go,"  added  he,  "  retom  to  Palermo,  order  the 
preparationB  to  be  made  for  my  coronation,  and  tell  my  aabjects  that  I  will 
follow  yon  immediately  thither,  in  order  to  receive  their  oatha  of  ailegimnce, 
and  aaaoie  them  of  my  affection."  The  miniater  obeyed  his  new  maater's 
ordera,  and  with  hia  daoghter,  aet  oat  for  Pidenno. 


A  few  boora  after  their  departure,  the  prince  took  the  same  road,  mors 
cngroaaed  by  lua  love  than  by  the  high  rank  to  which  he  waa  raiaed.  Aa 
■ooB  aa  ho  arrived  in  the  city,  he  was  saluted  with  innnmerahle  afaonts  of 


All    jnx^u. 


tm 


■Tk-». 


Joy  i  and,  amidit  the  acctaiiMttoat  of  his  people,  entered  the  palace,  when 
every  thing  waa  abeadf  prepared  for  the  ceremony,  and  where  he  fbond 
the  princeaa  Conatantia  in  deep  monrning :  and  to  all  appearance,  very 
modi  aActed  with  Roger'a  death.  Aj  they  owed  eoe  another  a  mntoal 
eoinplinicnt  at  condolence  on  the  erent,  they  both  Mqnitted  themaelvca 
««iy  handsomely ;  but  it  waa  more  cold  on  the  aide  of  Henriqucz  dian  on 
ihM  of  CoPBtMitia ;  who,  in  apite  of  the  enmity  aabaiatitig  between  their 
families  eould  not  hate  the  prince.  He  placed  himadf  on  the  tfaone,  and 
the  priocese  sat  ««  Us  ri^  hand,  in  an  eSK>w  chair  not  qaite  ao  hi^ 
Hie  grandees  of  the  Uogdom  took  their  places,  each  according  to  faia  rank ; 
the  ocreffiony  b^an,  and  Leontio,  u  high  chancellor  of  the  state,  and 
keeper  of  tfat  late  kfaig's  will,  o^amA  and  read  it  with  an  audible  roioe. 
"nds  deed  expressed  that  Roger,  seeing  himsdf  withont  issoa,  named  the 
ddest  son  of  Uainfroy  for  his  saccesaor,  on  condition  that  he  ahoold  esponae 
die  princess  Coastantia ;  which  if  he  refused  to  perform,  he  riionld  forfeit 
the  orown  of  Sicily  to  the  infant  Don  Pedro,  his  brother,  who  should  enjoy 
it  o«  the  tame  terms. 

Henrique*  waa  confonnded  at  these  words :  the  restriction  gave  him 
ii^tiediUe  psdn,  which  became  stiU  more  violent  when  Leontio,  after  having 
read  the  will,  prononnced  to  the  whole  assembly:  "Uy  lords,  having 
repoitcd  the  last  intentions  of  the  late  king  to  onr  new  monarch,  that 
gencrooH  prince  consents  to  hononr  his  eoucnn  the  princess  Constantia 
with  hb  hand,"  At  these  words  Henriqoez  btermpted  the  chancellor, 
■i^ing,  "Leontio,  remember  the  writing  which  Blandi" — "Sir,"  said 
Siftedi  with  precipitatioa,  before  the  prince  had  time  to  ci^lain  hiB»»^4f, 


•'here  it  is.  Thegnndeea  of  the  realm,"  added  he.  showing  the  paper 
totiMMserobly,  "will  here  see  by  yoor  majesty's  auguat  signatnre,  the 
tittrtn  yon  luve  for  the  princess,  and  the  deference  ynu  pay  to  the  last 
«jB  of  the  deceased  king,  yowr  nnde."  .  Having  ^ken  these  words,  he 
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read  the  deed  with  which  he  himself  had  filled  the  paper,  contabing  the 
mr^  solemn  engagement  to  marry  Conatantia,  conformable  to  the  inten- 
tion of  Roger.  Hie  hall  rung  with  the  repeated  shouts  of  all  present,  who 
cried,  "Long  live  oar  magnanimous  king  Henriqnez!"  For,  as  nobody 
was  ignorant  of  the  aversion  which  that  prince  had  always  manifested  for 
the  princess,  it  was  feared,  not  without  reason,  that  he  would  revolt  against 
the  condition  of  the  will,  and  by  these  means  raise  commotions  in  the  king- 
dom. But  the  reading  of  the  paper  entirely  composed  the  minds  of  the 
nobles  and  people,  and  excited  those  general  acclamations,  which  in  secret 
tortured  the  monarch's  soul. 

Gonstantia,  who,  both  on  account  of  her  own  glory,  and  her  passion 
for  Henriques,  enjoyed  the  public  satisfaction  more  than  any  body,  chose 
this  time  to  assure  him  of  her  gratitude.  But  the  prince,  in  vain  endea- 
vouring to  constrain  himself,  received  her  compliment  with  great  affliction ; 
and  was,  indeed,  in  such  disorder,  that  he  could  not  even  perform  what 
decency  required.  At  last,  yielding  to  the  violence  of  his  passion,  he 
approached  Siffiredi,  whom  the  duty  of  his  office  obliged  to  be  pretty  near 
his  person ;  and,  with  a  low  voice,  said,  "  What  have  you  done,  Leontio  ? 
The  subscription,  which  I  put  into  your  daughter's  hands,  was  not  intended 
for  this  use.  You  have  betrayed" — "  Sir,"  said  Siffiredi,  interrupting  him 
in  a  resolute  tone,  "  consider  your  own  glory !  If  you  refuse  to  follow  the 
will  of  the  king  your  unde,  you  lose  the  crown  of  Sicily."  He  had  no 
sooner  spoken  in  this  manner,  than  he  removed  to  a  greater  distance  from 
the  king,  that  he  might  not  have  an  opportunity  to  reply.  Henriquez 
remained  in  the  utmost  perplexity,  and  felt  himself  agitated  by  contrary 
emotions.  He  was  incensed  against  Siffiredi ;  he  could  not  resolve  to  aban- 
don Blanch ;  but,  distracted  between  the  idea  of  her  and  of  hi^  own  glory, 
it  was  some  time  before  he  could  come  to  any  resolution.  However,  he 
was  determined  at  last,  and  thought  he  had  MLea  upon  a  method  to  pre- 
serve the  daughter  of  Siffiredi,  without  renouncing  the  throne.  He  feigned 
submission  to  the  will  of  Roger,  and  proposed,  while  a  dispensation  for  his 
marriage  with  his  cousin  should  be  soliciting  at  Rome,  to  gain  the  nobles  of 
the  realm  by  his  bounty,  and  establish  his  power  so  well,  that  he  should  not 
be  obliged  to  fulfil  its  conditions. 

As  soon  as  he  had  formed  this  design,  he  became  more  tranquil,  and 
taming  to  Gonstantia,  confirmed  to  her  what  the  high  chancellor  had 
read  before  the  whole  assembly.  But  in  the  very  moment,  when  he 
betrayed  himself  so  fto-  as  to  plight  his  troth  to  her,  Blanch  arrived  in  die 
council-hall.  She  came  thither  by  her  father's  command,  to  pay  her 
reacts  to  the  princess,  and  her  ears  were  strudc  with  the  words  of  Hen- 
xiques,  at  her  first  entrance.    Besides, .  Leontio,  being  desiroos  that  she 


fVinld  have  no  cwue  to  dovbt  ef  her  mUforton^  tfii,  while  be  pntaa'ad 
ber  to  Coa>Ui)tia,  "  OMighter,  do  bonu^  \n  yom  qoeWi  v>d  vrieb  ttff 


rU  tbe  sweets  of  m.  flounBhing  reign  urid  huppy  nMiriage."  Thia  terrible 
stroke  evetwbrtmed  tbe  onfortnnate  Slancb  e  in  ^ain  ehe  mdeafonred  to 
conceal  ber  grief  >  ehe  bhidied  and  grew  pale  aftenmtely,  umI  ihook  through 
evarr  hsb.  NercrtbelMc  the  princen  had  not  th»  least  Bopimon  of  the 
ctnue,  but  attritmted  tbe  diaoider  in  wbiob  At  paid  her  eem|4iiiieDt  to  tbe 
perplezit;  of  k  young  cresture  bred  np  in  solitude,  and  altogether  unaccns- 
tmned  to  tbe  court.  It  was  qute  otherwlM  with  t}ie  youngs  Hng :  the 
mgbX  of  Bhnob  abaBbed  him ;    and  the  despair  be  obaerred  in  ber  rye* 
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tnnaportea  him  qait«  beakle  himMlf.  He  did  not  doubt  that,  jiidgiti{c  b^ 
appearances,  she  believed  him  nnfaithfiil.  He  noold  have  been  leu  nneaiy 
oonld  he  have  spoken  to  her ;  bnt  boir  could  he  find  an  opportunity,  when 
all  Sidly,  aa  one  may  **y,  had  its  tyea  upon  him,  Beaidea,  the  croel 
Siffredi,  deprived  him  of  that  hope :  for  reading  the  thought*  of  then 
two  loven  in  their  looka,  and  willing  to  prevent  the  mischief  which  the 
violence  of  their  passion  might  create  in  the  atUe,  that  minister,  in  an 
artfol  manner,  carried  hit  daughter  out  of  the  assembly,  and  act  oat  with 
her,  on  hia  return  to  Belmont ;  reaolved,  for  more  reaaons  than  one,  to 
have  her  married  as  soon  as  possible. 

Tbtj  were  no  sooner  arrived,  than  he  mode  her  acqnainted  with  all  the 
horror  of  her  fate,  by  declaring  that  he  had  promised  her  in  marriage  to  the 
constable.  "Just  heaven  1"  cried  she,  in  a  transport  of  grief,  which  her 
bther's  presence  could  not  suppress,  "  for  what  direful  punishment  is  the 
nnfortunate  Blanch  reserved  }"  Her  despur  was  even  so  violent  as  to  suspend 
all  the  fkcnlties  of  her  soul.  She  was  seited  with  an  universal  phi'lnt*'^  and 
f  day<cold  and  wan,  swooned  awav  in  the  arms  of  her  fother 


He  was  aflected  with  her  condition,  bnt  though  be  shared  her  nffliction 
with  an  the  tenderness  of  a  parenti  his  first  resolution  still  remained  unshaken. 
Bland),  at  length,  recovered  her  spirits,  more  throngb  the  exqointe  sensa- 
tioD  of  her  grief  than  through  the  water  which  Sifiredi  sprinkled  on  her  face  ; 
which  perceiving,  while  the  opened  her  languishing  eyes,  "  Bir,"  said  she, 
with  a  feeble  voice,  "  I  am  ashamed  that  you  have  seen  my  weakness  ;  bat 
death,  whidi  must  soon  end  my  torments,  will,  in  a  little  time,  rid  you  of 
an  unhappy  dan^ter,  who  has  dared  to  dispoae  of  her  heart  without  your 
enuent  I" — "  No,  my  dear  BUnch,"  replied  Leontio,  "  live,  and  let  virtut 
resume  Ma  empire  m  your  breast.  The  conittble'i  passion  does  you  honour . 
k  is  the  moit  eouiderable  match  in  the  kingdom." — "  I  esteem  hia  penoa 
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indhb  merit,''  said  Blanch,  interrupting  him ;  *'  but,  sir,  the  king  had  mad^ 
me  hope." — '*  Daughter/'  said  Siffredi,  cutting  her  short  in  his  turn,  "  I 
know  all  that  yon  can  say  on  that  suhject.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  your  tender- 
ness for  the  prince,  which,  at  another  conjuncture,  I  should  not  disapprove. 
You  should  even  see  me  eager  to  ensure  you  the  hand  of  Henriquez,  if  the 
interest  of  his  glory,  and  that  of  the  state,  did  not  oblige  him  to  bestow  it 
on  Constantia.  It  is  on  that  condition  only  that  the  late  king  designed  him 
for  his  successor ;  and  would  you  have  him  prefer  you  to  the  crown  of 
Sicily  ?  fielieve  me,  I  sympathise  with  you  in  the  cruel  stroke  you  suffer ; 
but  since  we  cannot  withstand  the  decrees  of  destiny,  make  one  generous 
effort.  Your  glory  is  concerned  in  keeping  from  the  kingdom  the  vain 
hope  with  which  you  have  flattered  yourself.  Your  sensibility  for  the  king 
may  raise  reports  to  your  disadvantage  :  and  the  only  means  of  preventing 
them  will  be  to  marry  the  constable.  In  short.  Blanch,  this  is  no  time  to 
deliberate.  The  king  yields  you  for  a  throne,  and  marries  Constantia.  The 
constable  has  my  promise,  which  I  beg  you  will  perform ;  and  if  I  must  use 
my  authority  to  bring  you  to  this  resolution,  I  order  you  to  comply.'* 

So  saying,  he  left  her  to  reflect  upon  what  she  had  heard,  hoping,  that 
after  having  maturely  considered  the  arguments  he  had  used  to  support  her 
virtue  against  her  inclination,  she  would  resolve,  of  herself,  to  give  her 
/land  to  the  constable.  In  this  he  was  not  mistaken.  But  what  pangs  did 
it  cost  the  melancholy  Blanch  before  she  came  to  that  determination ! 
She  was  in  a  condition  which,  of  all  others,  was  most  worthy  of  compassion ! 
Grief,  for  seeing  her  presages  of  the  infidelity  of  Henriquez  changed  into 
certainty,  and  for  being  constrained,  in  losing  him,  to  give  herself  away  to 
another,  whom  she  could  not  love,  created  in  her  such  violent  transports  of 
aflliction,  that  every  moment  was  attended  with  new  torture,  "  If  my  mis- 
fortune is  certain,"  cried  she,  "  how  can  I  resist  it  without  dying  ?  Cruel 
destiny !  why  was  I  fed  with  the  most  delicious  hope,  when  I  was  doomed 
to  such  an  abyss  of  misery !  and  thou,  perfidious  lover  I  how  durst  thou 
betroth  thyself  to  another  after  thou  hadst  promised  eternal  fidelity  to  me  ? 
hast  thou  so  soon  forgotten  the  faith  which  thou  hast  sworn  ?  As  a  punish- 
ment for  having  so  cruelly  deceived  me,  may  heaven  make  the  nuptial  bed, 
which  thou  art  going  to  stain  with  perjury,  not  a  sqene  of  pleasure,  but 
remorse  I  may  the  caresses  of  Constantia  convey  poison  to  thy  unfaithful 
heart !  and  may  thy  marriage  be  as  baleful  as  mine  !  Yes,  traitor,  I  will 
espouse  the  constable,  whom  I  cannot  love,  to  revenge  me  upon  myself^  and 
punish  me  for  having  so  indiscreetly  chosen  the  object  of  my  love.  Since 
my  religion  forbids  me  to  make  an  attempt  upon  my  life,  the  days  I  have 
to  live  shall  be  nothing  else  than  an  unhappy  series  of  trouble  and  disquiet. 
^  If  thou  still  preservest  any  tenderness  for  me,  thou  wilt  be  mortified  ^t 
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Beeitig  ttie  tbrow  myself  into  the  aims  of  another ;  and,  if  thou  half  iibikfilf 
ifbrg^tten  me,  Sicily,  at  least,  may  boast  of  having  produced  a  woman  wh6 
finished  herself  for  having  too  simply  disposed  of  her  heart.** 

In  such  a  situation  did  this  unhappy  victim  of  love  and  duty  pass  th6 
night  that  preceded  her  marriage  Mith  the  constable ;  and  Sifiredi  finding 
her  next  day  ready  to  comply  with  his  desire,  made  haste  to  take  the 
advantage  of  that  &vourable  -disposition.  He  sent  for  the  constable  to 
Belmont  that  same  day,  and  married  him  privately  to  his  daughter  in  the 
chapel  of  the  castle.  It  was  not  enough  to  renounce  a  crown,  to  lose  for 
ever  a  person  whom  she  loved,  and  bestow  herself  upon  iSht  object  of  her 
hatred,  but  she  was  also  obKged  to  dissemble  her  sentiments  before  a  hus^ 
band  who  was  inflamed  with  the  most  ardent  passion  for  her,  and  naturally 
of  a  jealous  disposition.  That  spouse,  charmed  with  the  possession  of 
Ivhat  he  held  most  dear,  was  continually  in  her  company,  and  did  not  even 
allow  her  the  sad  consolation  of  bewailing  her  misfortune  in  secret.  When 
night  approached,  the  daughter  of  Leontio  felt  her  affliction  redouble :  but 
what  were  her  pangs,  when  her  women,  after  having  undressed,  left  her 
alone  with  the  constable !  He  asked,  in  a  respectful  manner,  the  cause  of 
that  sorrow  with  which  she  seemed  to  be  depressed ;  and  Bfamdb,  perplexed 
by  the  question,  feigned  herself  indisposed.  This  deceived  her  husband  at 
flrst,  but  he  did  not  long  continue  in  his  mistake :  for,  as  he  was  really 
concerned  at  the  condition  in  which  he  saw  her,  and  pressed  her  to  go  to 
bed,  his.entreaties,  which  she  misinterpreted,  presented  such  a  cruel  image  to 
her  imagination,  that,  being  unable  to  contain  herself  any  lotager,  she  gave  free 
vent  to  her  sigbs  and  tears.  What  a  sight  was  this  for  a  tnan  who  believed 
himself  at  the  very  summit  of  his  happiness !  He  no  longer  doubted  that  the 
affliction  of  his  wife  portended  something  sinister  to  his  love.  Nevertheless, 
though  the  knowledge  of  it  tlirew  him  into  a  situation  almost  as  deplorable 
as  that  of  Blanch,  he  had  such  command  of  himself,  that  he  concealed  his 
suspicions.  He  redoubled  his  entreaties,  and  continued  to  press  his  spouse 
to  go  to  rest,  assuring  her,  that  he  would  not  interrupt  the  repose  which 
she  seemed  so  much  to  w«nt.  He  even  oflered  to  call  her  women,  if  she 
thought  that  their  assistance  could  alleviate  her  indisposition.  Blanch, 
encouraged  by  tins  promise,  told  him,  that  her  present  weakness  only  required 
a  little  sleep.  He  pretended  to  believe  her,  and  going  to  bed  together,  they 
passed  a  night  very  different  from  those  which  Cupid  and  Hymen  bestow 
on  two  lovers  inspired  by  mutual  passion. 

While  Siffl-edi's  daughter  indulged  her  sorrow,  the  constable  endeavoured 
witliin  himsdf  to  divine  the  cause  that  rendered  his  marriage  so  unhappy. 
He  concluded  that  there  was  a  rival  in  the  case ;  but  was  bewildered  in  his 
own  imagination  wlien  he  attempted  to  discover  who  that  rival  was ;  and 


OIL    BLAB.  137 

the  wbote  reanlt  of  hit  eoojectnre  was,  that  h«  «u  th«  oiost  ynhappy  of  nil 
mankind.  H«  bad  already  Bpent  two  thirda  of  the  night  in  these  cogitationi, 
when  hia  eara  were  etruck  with  a  hollow  noiae;  and  he  waa  not  a  littl* 
iurpriaed  to  hear  aomebody  walking  softly  in  the  chamber.  He  believed 
himself  mistake* :  for  he  renembered  that  he  bifoaelf  had  locked  the  door 
after  Blanch's  women  had  gone,  anil  drew  back  the  cnrtain  to  discover  by 


"^'fi:^^ 


the  evidence  of  bis  eyes  the  caose  of  the  ncoK  which  h«  hcH^  :  bot  the 
light  which  bad  been  left  in  the  chimney  was  eztingaisbed,  and,  in  a  little  timet 
he  heard  the  name  of  Blanch  rq>eated  aeTeral  time*  in  a  aoft  and  languish* 
ing  tone.  Hen  his  jealous  saspicions  were  inflamed  to  fiiry,  and  his  honour 
alarmed,  obliging  him  to  rise,  in  order  to  prevent  an  si&ont  or  take  vengeance 
for  it;  he  seized  bis  svrord,  and  moved  towards  that  side  whence  the  voice 
■eemed  to  come.  Feriing  a  naked  sword  opposed  to  his  own,  be  advanced, 
the  other  reth^,  be  pnrsaed,  end  the  other  vanished  from  his  pnnmt.  Id 
vain  did  he  search  fbr  him,  who  seemed  to  fly,  throngh  all  the  corners  of 
the  room,  as  much  as  the  darkness  would  allow ;  he  could  not  find  him : 
he  stopped,  listened,  and  heud  nothing.     All  seemed  to  be  enchantment  i 
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he  went  to  the  door  which  he  imagined  had  favoured  the  flight  of  the  secret 
enemy  of  bis  honour,  hut  he  found  it  fast  locked  as  before.  Not  being  able  to 
comprehend  any  thing  of  thia  adventure,  he  called  those  of  hia  people  who 
were  nearest,  and  as  he  opened  the  door  for  that  purpose  stood  in  the 
passage,  and  kept  himsdf  on  his  guard,  that  the  person  whom  he  sought 
might  not  escape. 

Some  servants,  hearing  his  repeated  cries,  came  running  with  lights ; 
upon  which  he  took  a  candle,  and  made  a  new  search  in  the  chamber, 
sword  in  hand :  but  found  nobody,  nor  the  least  mark  of  any  person's 
having  been  there.  He  did  nut  even  perceive  the  private  door,  nor  the 
opening  through  which  there  was  a  passage.  He  could  not,  however, 
blindfold  himself  with  reg^ard  to  the  circumstances  of  his  misfortune,  but 
remained  in  a  strange  confusion  of  thoughts.  Should  he  have  recourse  to 
Blanch  ?  she  was  too  much  concerned  in  the  truth  for  him  to  expect  an 
explanation  from  her.  He  therefore  resolved  to  go  and  open  his  heart  to 
Leontio,  after  having  dismissed  his  servants,  telling  them  that  he  thought 
he  had  heard  a  noise  in  his  chamber,  but  was  mistaken.  He  met  his  father- 
in-law  coming  out  of  his  apartment  at  the  disturbance  he  had  heard,  and 
recounted  to  him  what  had  happened,  with  all  the  marks  of  extreme  agita* 
tion  and  profoimd  grief. 

Siffredi  was  surprised  at  the  adventure,  which  though  it  did  not  neera 
natural,  he  nevertheless  believed :  and  thinking  that  the  king's  love  was 
capable  of  anything,  was  very  much  afflicted  with  that  consideration. 

But  far  from  flattering  the  jealous  suspicions  of  his  son- in  law,  he  repre- 
sented to  him,  with  an  air  of  assurance,  that  the  voice  which  he  thought  he 
heard,  and  the  sword,  that  was  opposed  to  his,  coold  be  no  other  than 
phantoms  of  an  imagination  misled  by  jealousy ;  for  it  was  impossible  that 
any  body  coold  have  got  into  his  daughter's  chamber ;  that,  with  regard  to 
the  melancholy  which  he  had  observed  in  his  wife,  it  might  be  occasioned 
by  some  indisposition :  that  honour  ought  not  to  be  answerable  for  the 
vicissitudes  of  temper ;  that  the  change  of  condition  in  a  girl  used  to  live 
in  solitude,  who  sees  herself  on  a  sudden  delivered  to  a  man  whom  she  haa 
not  had  time  to  know  and  to  love,  might  be  the  cause  of  those  tears,  sighs, 
and  that  sharp  affliction  of  which  he  complained :  that  love  was  not  to  be 
kindled  in  maidens  of  a  noble  birth  by  any  other  means  than  time  aiid 
assiduity ;  for  which  reasons  he  exhorted  him  to  calm  his  disquiet,  redouble 
his  tenderness  and  care,  in  order  to  dispose  Blanch  to  become  more  sensible 
of  his  merit ;  and  entreated  him  to  return  to  his  chamber,  being  persuaded 
that  his  uneasiness  and  distrust  were  injuries  done  to  the  virtues  of  his  wife. 

The  constable  made  no  answer  to  the  remonstrances  of  his  father  -in-law ; 
whether  he  really  began  to  think  that  he  might  have  been  imposed  upon 
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by  the  disorder  of  Iub  mind,  or  judged  it  a  wieer  course  to  dissemble  tban 
to  undertake,  in  yam,  to  convince  the  old  man  of  an  event  so  void  of  all 
probability.  He  returned  to  his  apartment,  lay  down  by  his  wife,  and  tried 
to  obtain,  by  sleep,  some  respite  from  his  disquiet.  Blanch,  on  her  part, 
was  not  less  uneasy  than  he :  she  had  but  too  well  heard  that  which  alarmed 
her  husband,  and  could  not  consider  as  an  illusion,  an  adventure,  the  secret 
and  motives  of  which  she  knew.  Surprised  that  Henriquez  should  seek  to 
introduce  himself  into  her  apartment,  after  having  so  solemnly  pledged  his 
faith  to  Constantia,  instead  of  approving  or  feeling  the  least  glimpse  of  joy 
at  this  step,  she  looked  upon  it  as  a  new  outrage,  and  her  heart  was  incensed 
against  him. 

Whilst  the  daughter  of  Sifiredi,  prejudiced  against  the  young  king,  believed 
him  the  most  unfaithful  of  men,  that  unhappy  prince,  more  in  love  than  ever, 
wished  for  an  interview  with  filanch,  in  order  to  encourage  her  against  the 
appearances  that  condemned  him.  He  would  have  come  sooner  to  Belmont 
for  that  purpose  had  he  been  permitted  by  the  multiplicity  of  business  in 
which  he  was  necessarily  engaged ;  but  he  could  not  steal  away  from  court 
before  that  night.  He  was  too  well  acquainted  with  all  the  private  comers 
ctf  a  place  where  he  had  been  educated  to  be  under  any  difficulty  of  getting 
unseen  into  Si£fredi*s  castle ;  and  he  still  kept  the  key  of  a  private  door  that 
belonged  to  the  garden,  through  which  he  got  into  his  old  apartment,  from 
whence  he  passed  into  the  chamber  of  Blanch.  You  may  imagine  the 
astonishment  of  that  prince  when  he  found  a  man  there,  and  felt  a  sword 


opposed  to  his  own.  He  had  well  nigh  discovered  himself,  and  punished  en 
the  spot  the  audacious  wretch,  who  durst  lift  his  sacrilegious  hand  against 
his  lawful  king;  but  the  respect  he  owed  to  Leontio's  daughter  suspended 
his  resentment.  He  retired  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  entered,  and 
more  afflicted  than  ever,  took  the  road  to  Ftalermo ;  where,  arriving  some 
moments  before  day,  he  shut  himself  up  in  his  apartment.  Bat  the  agita- 
tioa  of  his  spirits  depriving  him  of  rest,  he  resolved  to  return  to  Belmont ; 
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bu  safety,  honour,  and  above  all,  hta  love,  not  permitting  him  to  remain 
longer  ignorant  of  the  least  circumstanoe  of  such  a  cmel  adventure. 

It  was  no  sooner  day  than  he  commanded  his  hunting  equipage  to  be  got 
ready,  and,  under  pretence  of  taking  that  diversion,  rode  hr  into  the  forest 
of  Belmont,  attended  by  his  sportsmen  and  some  oouttiers.  He  followed 
the  chase  some  time,  the  better  to  conceal  his  design ;  and,  when  *he  saw 
every  one  eagerly  engaged  at  the  heels  of  the  hounds,  he  separated  himself 
from  them,  and,  all  alone,  took  his  way  to  Leontio's  castle.  He  was  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  paths  of  the  forest  to  lose  himself,  and  his  impatience 
not  permitting  him  to  spare  his  horse,  he  in  a  little  time  overran  the  distance 
which  separated  him  from  the  object  of  his  love.  He  was  just  inventing 
some  plausible  pret^  to  procure  for  himself  a  private  interview  with  the 
daughter  of  Sifiredi,  when,  crossing  a  small  road  that  led  by  one  of  the 
park  gates,  he  perceived  hard  by,  two  women  sitting  in  oloae  conversation  at 
the  root  of  a  tree.  As  he  did  not  doubt  that  these  people  belonged  to  the 
castle,  the  sight  of  them  raised  within  him  some  emotion  :  bat  he  was  much 
more  transported,  when,  the  women  turning  towards  him  at  the  sound  of  his 
horse's  feet,  he  knew  one  of  them  to  be  his  dear  Blanch,  who  had  escaped 
from  the  castle  with  Nisa,  one  of  her  women,  who  enjoyed  the  greatest 
share  of  her  confidence,  to  bewail  her  misfortune  at  fall  liberty. 

He  flew-^-he  threw  himself  headlong  (if  I  may  use  the  expression)  at 
her  feet ;  and  perceiving  in  her  eyes  all  the  marks  of  the  most  profound 
affliction  was  melted  at  the  sight.  "  Fair  Blanch,"  said  he,  "  suspend 
the  emotions  of  your  grief:  appearances,  I  confess,  represent  me  g^ty. 
to  your  eyes,  but  when  you  are  made  acquainted  with  the  design  I  have 
formed  in  your  behalf,  that  which  you  now  look  upon  as  a  crime  will  appeor 
to  you  a  proof  of  my  innocence  and  excess  of  love."  These  words,  which 
Henriquez  thought  capable  of  moderating,  served  only  to  redouble  the 
affliction  of  Blanch,  who  would  have  answered  him,  had  not  her  voice  been 
choked  up  with  her  sighs.  The  prince,  astonished  at  her  disorder,  said, 
"  How,  madam,  can't  I  then  calm  your  disquiet  ?  By  what  misfortune  have 
I  lost  your  confidence  ?  I,  who  hazard  my  crown,  and  even  my  life,  to  keep 
myself  yours !" — 'Twas  then  that  the  daughter  of  Sifilredi,  making  an  effort 
to  explain  herself,  replied,  "Sir,  your  promises  are  now  unseasonable. 
Nothing,  henceforth,  can  bind  my  destiny  to  yours."-—*'  Ah,  Blanch  !'* 
said  Henriquez,  interrupting  her  with  warmth,  "  what  cruel  words  are  these 
I  hear !  Who  dares  ravish  you  from  my  love  ?  Who  dares;  ^;^se  the  fury 
of  a  king,  who  would  put  all  Sicily  in  flames  rather  than  suffer  you  to  be  torn 
from  his  hopes  ?" — "  All  your  power,  sir,"  answered  Siffiredi*a  daughter  in 
a  languishbg  manner,  "  cannot  remove  the  obstadea  by  which  we  are  separ* 
rated.    I  am  the  constable's  wife."--"  The  constable's  wi&l"  cried  the 


piince.  Staggetiug  badewards.  and  unable  to  ^  on.  He  waa  confouDded 
and  orerwhelmed  by  this  unexpected  blow  :  ble  strength  forsook  him,  and 
lie  dropped  down  at  the  root  of  a  tree  that  grew  behind  him.  Pale,  trembling, 
and  depresBed.  he  hod  nodung  free  hot  his  eyes,  which  he  fixed  upon  Blanch 


in  such  a  manner,  ac  gave  her  to  understand  how  deeply  affected  he  was 
with  the  unhappy  tidingi  she  had  declared.  She,  on  the  other  hand,  looked 
npon  him  with  an  air  that  convinced  him  that  her  emotions  were  little 
different  from  those  he  felt ;  and  Uiese  two  unfortunate  lovers  preserved, 
between  them,  a  silence  that  had  something  terrible  in  it.  At  length  the 
prince,  recollecting  himself  a  httle,  by  an  effort  of  his  courage,  resumed  the 
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disooune,  and  said  to  Blanch,  with  a  sigh,  "  What  have  yon  done,  madam  ? 
yoar  credulity  has  rained  me,  and  undone  younelf." 

Blanch,  piqued  at  the  prince's  seeming  to  npbraid  her,  when  she  thought  she 
had  much  more  cause  to  complain  of  him,  replied,  "  What,  sir  I  do  you  add 
dissimulation  to  infidelity  ?  would  you  have  me  discredit  my  own  eyes  and 
«uns,  and  believe  you  innocent  in  spite  of  the  evidence  of  my  senses  ?  No^ 
sir,  I  own  myself  incapable  of  such  an  e^rt  of  reason/'-^"  Neverthdess, 
madam,"  answered  the  king,  "  you  are  imposed  upon  by  these  very  witnessee 
which  appear  so  faithful ;  even  they  have  assisted  in  betra3ring  you ;  and 
that  I  am  mnocent  and  faithful,  is  no  less  trae  than  that  you  are  the  con- 
stable's wife." — *'  How,  sir  !"  said  she,  "  did  I  not  hear  you  confirm  to 
Coostantia  the  present  of  your  hand  and  heart  ?  Have  you  not  assured  the 
nobles  of  the  kingdom  that  yo«  would  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  late  king's 
win  ?  and  has  not  the  princess  received  the  homage  of  your  new  subjects  in 
quality  of  queen  and  spouse  of  Henriquez  ?  Were  mine  eyes  then  bewitched  ? 
Say,  say  rather,  unfaithful  prince !  that  you  did  not  think  Bkoich  ought  to 
balance  in  your  heart  the  interests  of  a  throne,  and,  without  stooping  te 
feign  a  passion  that  you  no  longer  fbel,  and  perhaps  never  feh,  confess  that  the 
crown  of  Sicily  appeared  to  you  more  fixed  with  Constantia  than  witk 
Leontio's  daughter.  Yon  are  in  the  right,  sir :  a  shining  throne  was  no 
more  my  due  than  the  heart  of  a  prince  such  as  yon  are.  I  was  too  vain 
to  pretend  to  either ;  but  you  ought  not  to  have  indulged  me  in  my  error. 
Yon  know  the  alarms  I  felt  on  account  of  losing  you ;  a  misfortune  that 
then  seemed  to  me  inevitable.  Why  did  yon  encourage  me  with  hope  ? 
Wonld  to  heaven  my  fears  had  not  been  dissipated !  1  should  have  accused 
fortune,  not  you :  and  you  would  have,  at  least,  preserved  my  heart,  though 
at  the  expense  of  a  hand  which  no  other  should  ever  have  obtained.  It  is 
now  no  time  to  justify  yourself :  1  am  the  constable's  wife ;  and  that  I  may 
spare  myself  the  consequences  of  a  conversation,  that  makes  my  glory  blush, 
give  me  leave,  sir,  without  failing  in  that  respect  which  I  owe  to  you,  to 
quit  the  presence  of  a  prince  whom  I  am  no  longer  at  liberty  to  hear." 

So  saying,  she  left  Henriquez  with  as  much  haste  as  her  present  weak 
condition  would  allow.  "  Stop,  madam  !"  cried  he,  "  and  do  not  drive  to 
despair  a  prince  who  will  rather  overturn  that  throne,  which  you  npbraid 
him  with  having  preferred  to  you,  than  fulfil  the  expectation  of  his  new 
subjects." — "  That  sacrifice,"  said  Blanch,  "  is  at  present  vain.  While  I 
am  married  to  the  constable  these  generous  transports  will  not  avail :  since 
I  am  then  no  longer  at  liberty,  it  is  of  small  importance  to  me  that  you 
reduce  Sicily  to  ashes,  or  to  whom  you  give  your  hand.  If  I  have  been 
weak  enough  to  let  my  heart  be  surprised,  I  shall  at  least  have  fortitude 
enough  to  stifle  its  emotions,  and  let  the  new  king  of  Sicily  see  that  the 


I  wife  is  no  longer  the  lover  of  prioce  Henriquee."  What  ahe 
bttooonced  these  words,  being  dose  to  the  park-gate,  she  entered  it  of  a 
•idden  with  Nisa,  and,  locking  it  qu  the  other  side,  left  the  prince  over- 


whelmed with  sorrow.  He  could  not  recover  the  blow  which  Ulanch  had 
given  him  by  the  account  of  her  marriage.  "Unjust  Blanch!"  cried  he, 
"  you  have  lost  oil  remembrance  of  our  mutual  cagagement !  In  vpite  of  rur 
reciprocal  vows,  we  are  for  ever  parted  ;  and  the  idea  which  I  had  cherished 
of  possessing  yonr  charms  was  no  more  than  a  vain  illusion.  Ah,  cruel 
tnaid !  how  dearly  did  I  buy  your  approbation  of  my  dame  I" 

Thieo  the  image  of  bu  rival's  happiness  presented  itself  to  his  fancy  with 


244  BOOK    1T.---CHAP.    IV. 

all  the  horrore  of  jealousy ;  which  took  sach  full  poesession  of  hia  aonl  for 
some  momenta,  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  sacrificing  the  constable,  antf 
even  Siffredi  himself,  to  his  resentment.  Reason,  however,  by  degreei, 
allayed  the  violence  of  his  transports :  but  the  impossibility  he  perceived 
of  banishing  from  filanch  the  impressions  she  retained  of  his  infidelity 
threw  him  again  into  despair.  He  flattered  himself  with  the  hope  of  effk" 
cing  them,  provided  he  coold  converse  with  her  at  liberty ;  for  which  pur- 
pose, judging  it  necessary  to  remove  the  constable,  he  resolved  to  have  him 
apprehended  as  a  person  suspectied  of  designs  against  the  state.  He  accord- 
ingly charged  with  this  office  the  captain  of  his  guards,  who,  repairing  to 
Belmont,  secured  his  person  in  the  twilight,  and  brought  him  prisoner  to 
the  castle  of  Palermo. 

This  incidient  filled  all  Belmont  with  consternation.  Sifiredi  set  out 
immediately  to  ofl^r  himself  to  the  king  as  security  for  his  son-in-law,  and 
to  represent  the  troublesome  consequences  of  such  an  arrest.  The  prince, 
who  expected  this  step  of  his  minister,  and  who  was  resolved,  at  all  events, 
to  obtain  a  free  interview  with  Blanch  before  the  constable  should  be  released, 
had  expressly  ordered  that  no  person  whatever  should  speak  with  him  till 
next  day.  But  Leontio,  notwithstanding  this  order,  finding  means  to  g^t 
access  to  the  king's  chamber,  presented  himself  before  him,  saying,  "  Sir, 
if  a  loyal  and  respectful  subject  may  be  allowed  to  complain  of  his  master, 
I  am  come  to  complain  of  you  to  yourself.  What  crime  has  my  son-in-law 
committed  ?  Has  your  majesty  duly  reflected  on  the  eternal  reproach  you 
have  fixed  upon  my  fEunily ;  and  on  the  consequences  of  an  imprisonment, 
which  may  alienate  from  your  service  the  hearts  of  those  who  fill  the  most 
important  posts  of  the  realm  ?" — "  I  have  certain  intelligence,"  replied  the 
king,  "  that  the  constable  carries  on  a  criminal  correspondence  with  the 
Infant  Don  Pedro." — "  Criminal  correspondence !  '*  cried  Leontio,  with  sur- 
prise. "  Do  not  believe  it.  Your  majesty  is  imposed  upon  :  treason  never 
entered  the  family  of  Sifl^di;  and  the  constable's  being  my  son-in-law  is 
enough  to  screen  him  from  all  suspicion.  The  constable  b  innocent ;  but 
other  secret  views  have  induced  you  to  arrest  him." 

"  Since  you  talk  to  me  so  freely,"  replied  the  king,  "  I  will  speak  to  you 
in  the  same  manner.  You  complain  of  the  constaUe's  being  imprisoned : 
what !  have  I  not  more  cause  to  complain  of  your  cruelty  ?  Tis  you,  bar- 
barous Siflredi !  who  have  robbed  me  of  my  quiet,  and  reduced  me,  by  your 
officious  cares,  to  a  condition  that  makes  me  envy  the  lowest  of  mankind. 
But  don't  flatter  yourself  that  I  will  enter  into  your  schemes — my  marriage 
with  Constantia  is  resolved  upon  in  vain." — "  How,  Sir  1"  cried  Leontio, 
trembling,  ''  can  you  refuse  to  marry  the  princess,  after  having  flattered  her 
with  that  hope  before  your  whole  people  ?" — "  If  I  deceive  their  expectation. 
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replied  the  king,  "  ascribe  it  solely  to  yourself.  Why  did  3roQ  lay  me  under 
a  necessity  of  promising  that  which  I  could  not  perform  ?  Who  compelled  yoa 
to  fill  a  paper  which  I  gave  your  daughter,  with  the  name  of  Constantia? 
Yon  were  not  ignorant  of  my  intention — ^Yoa  t3rrannized  over  the  heart  of 
Blanch,  in  making  her  marry  a  man  whom  she  did  not  love.  But  what 
right  had  yuu  to  dispose  of  mine  in  favour  of  a  princess  whom  I  hate  ?  Have 
you  forgot  that  she  is  the  daughter  of  that  cruel  Matilda,  who,  trampling 
under  her  feet  all  the  ties  of  blood  and  humanity,  made  my  father  breathe  . 
his  last  under  all  the  rigours  of  captivity  ?  and  shall  I  espouse  her  ?  No^ 
Siffredi !  lay  aside  that  hope. — Before  you  see  the  torch  of  these  dipreful 
nuptials  lighted,  you  will  see  all  Sicily  in  flames,  and  its  ashes  quenched 
in  blood  !'* 

"  What  do  I  hear  ?"    cried  Leontio.      "  Ah,  sir !  what  a  prospect  have 
you  shown  me !  What  terrible  threats !  But  I  am  unseasonably  alarmed," 
added  he  in,  another  tone ;  "  you  love  your  subjects  too  well  to  entail  upon 
them  such  misery.     You  will  not  allow  yourself  to  be  overcome  by  love. 
--You  will  not  tarnish  your  virtues  with  the  weaknesses  of  ordinary  men. 
If  I  have  bestowed  my  daughter  on  the  constable,  it  was  done,  sir.  with  a 
view  of  acquiring  for  your  majesty  a  valiant  subject,  who  can  support,  with 
his  arm  and  the  troops  which  are  at  his  disposal,  your  interest  against  that 
of  the  prince  Don  Pedro.     I  thought  that  in  attaching  him  to  my  fiunily  by 
such  intimate  ties — *'     "  Ah !  these  are  the  ties/'  cried  the  prince  Henri« 
quez,  "  these  are  the  fatal  ties  that  have  undone  me !  Cruel  friend  !  why  did 
you  inflict  such  a  heavy  stroke  upon  me  ?  Did  I  order  you  to  manage  my 
concerns  at  the  expense  of  my  heart  ?  Why  did  you  not  leave  me  to  support 
my  rights  by  myself  ?  Did  I  want  courage  to  reduce  those  who  should  rebd 
against  me  .^    1  should  have  known  how  to  punish  the  constable  had  he 
disobeyed  me.     I  know  that  kings  ought  not  to  be  tyrants,  and  that  the 
happiness  of  their  people  should  be  their  chief  aim ;  but  must  they  there* 
fore  be  the  slaves  of  their  subjects,  and,  from  the  moment  that  Heaven 
chooses  them  to  govern,  lose  the  right  that  nature  grants  to  all  men,  of 
disposing  of  their  aflecdons  as  they  please  ?    Ah  1  if  they  must  not  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  the   lowest  class  of  mortals,   take  back,  Sifllredi,  that 
sovereign    power    which    you    would  confirm  at  the  expense  of    my 
happiness/' 

"  You  know  very  well,  sir/'  replied  the  minister,  "  that  your  marriage 
vrith  the  princess  was,  by  the  late  king,  made  the  condition  of  your  succession 
to  the  crown."— ••  And  what  right,"  answered  Henriquez,  "had  he  to 
estaWish  that  condition  ?  Had  he  received  such  an  unworthy  kw  when  he 
succeeded  to  his  brother  King  Charles  ?  And  how  came  you  to  be  se  weak 
as  to  submit  to  the  unjust  condition  ?    For  a  high-chancellor,  methinks,  you 
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obstacle  to  jonr  gallantry,  my  glory  wodd  kinder  mo  from  enduring  it :  t 
oonjnre  yon,  therefore,  to  retire.  We  most  tee  one  another  no  more." 
^'  Heavens !  what  barbarity ;"  replied  the  king.  "  Ah,  Blanch,  is  it  pos- 
sible that  you  shoold  treat  me  with  sndi  rigour :  yon  do  not  think  then, 
that  your  being  in  the  arms  of  the  constable  is  enough  to  overwhelm  me ! 
you  must  also  forbid  me  your  sight,  the  only  consolation  I  had  left ! " — 
"  Fly  me.  rather,"  answered  the  daughter  of  Sifiredi,  shedding  some  tears ; 
"  the  sight  of  what  one  tenderly  loves  ceases  to  be  pleasing,  when  the  hope 
of  possessing  it  is  lost.  "  Adieu,  sir  f  Fly  from  me.  You  owe  that  efibrt 
to  your  own  glory  and  my  reputation.  I  ask  it,  alto,  for  my  quiet :  for,  in 
riiort,  akhottgh  my  vhrtue  should  not  be  alarmed  by  the  emotions  of  my 
heart,  the  remembrance  of  your  tenderness  will  entail  upon  me  such  cruel 
conflicts,  thait  I  shall  scarce  have  strength  enough  to  maintain  them." 

She  pronounced  these  words  so  passionately,  that  she  unwittingly  over- 
turned a  candlestick  which  stood  on  a  table  behind  her ;  and  the  candle 
going  out  in  fidling,  she  took  it  up  in  order  to  light  it  again,  for  which 


purpose  she  opened  the  door  of  the  antechamber,  and  went  to  the  closet  of 
Nisa,  who  was  not  yet  gone  to  bed.  The  king,  who  waited  for  her  return, 
no  sooner  saw  her  approach  with  the  light,  than  he  made  pressing  instances 
to  her,  that  she  would  suffer  his  attachment.     The  constable,  hearing  the 
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yitoeeV  Toioei  rasbed  into  th«  chamber,  sword  in  hand,  almoBt  at  the  aama 
time  that  hia  wife  entered,  and  advancing  towards  Henriquez  witii  aU  the 
ftfloitment.that  hia  rage  mapired,  "Thia  ia  too  mmch»  tyrant!"  cried  he, 
*'*  don't  think  I  am  ao  base  aa  to  endure  the  affront  thou  hast  done  my 
bonoor/' — "  Traitor/'  replied  the  king*  putting  himself  in  a  poetore  of  de- 
fence, "  don't  imagine  that  thoa  art  able  to  ezecote  thy  deaigna  with  impu- 
nity." With  these  words  they  began  a  combat  which  was  too  furious  to 
last  long ;  the  constable^  fearing  that  Siffiredi  and  his  servants,  alarmed  at 
the  cries  of  Blanch,  would  soon  come  and  oppose  his  vengeance,  fought 
without  caution.  His  rage  divested  him  of  all  judgment:  he  took  his 
measures  so  ill,  that  he  ran  upon  his  adversery'e  sword,  which  entered  his 
body  to '  the  hilt ;  and  the  moment  he  fell,  the  king  checked  his 
indignation. 

Lieontio's  daughter,  touched  with  the  condition  m  which  she  saw  her 
husband,  and  surmounting  the  natural  reluctance  she  had  for  him,  threw 
herself  on  the  floor,  and  aupported  him  with  the  moat  eager  concern*  But 
that  unhappy  spouse  was  too  mudi  prepossessed  against  her,  to  be  affected 
with  these  expressions  of  her  g^ef  and  compassion.  Deaths  whose  approaches 
he  felt,  could  not  suppress  the  transports  of  his  jealoasy,  he  saw  nothing  in 
his  last  moments  but  the  happiness  of  his  rival,  and  Ike  idea  appeared  so 
horrid,  that,  coUeeling  all  the  atrength  he  had  left,  he  lifted  the  sword,  which 
was  still  in  hia  hand,  and  plunged  it  in  the  breast  of  Blaneh.  "  Die,"  said 
he,  while  he  stabbed  her,  "  Die,"  unfaithful  woman,  smee  the  ties  of  marriage 
have  been  too  weak  to  preserve  that  faith  which  you  awore  to  me  at  the 
altar !  And  thou,  Henriquez,"  added  he,  "  boast  not  of  Hkj  fete.  Thou  canst 
not  enjoy  my  ausfortune,  and  therefore  I  die  satisfied.**  Having  spoke 
thus,  he  expired,  and  his  countenance,  covered  as  it  was  with  the  shades  of 
death,  stiH  retained  something  fierce  and  terrible.  That  of  Blanch  prer 
sented  quite  a  difierent  spectacle.  The  blow  she  received  was  mortal ;  she 
fell  upon  the  body  of  her  dying  spouse,  and  the  blood  of  this  innocent 
victim  was  mixed'  with  that  of  her  murderer,  who  had  executed  his 
qruel  resolution  so  suddenly,  that  the  king  had  not  time  to  prevent 
itaefiiecta. 

The  unfortunate  prince,  seeing  Blanch  fall,  uttered  a  load  cry,  and  more 
Qonfounded  than  she  with  the  blow  that  robbed  her  of  life,  hastened  to  give 
her  the  same  sueoour  that  ahe  had  offered  to  the  constable.  But  she  said, 
with  a  filtering  voice,  "  Sir,  yon  may  spare  yourself  the  trouble.  I  am  the 
vicfeim  which  unpitying  fete  demands ;  may  it  appease  the  wrath  of  Heaven, 
and  secure  the  happiness  of  your  reign  I"  As  she  pronounced  these  words, 
lieontio,  broiight  thither  by  her  cries,  entered  the  chamber,  and  struck  with 
the  oUeets  that  presented  themselves  to  his  eyes,  became  motionless  where 
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he  stood;  .whilf  Blanch,  withont  percemoghim,  continQing  to  ipMktotlta 
king;.  Mid,  "  Adicn,  prince ;  cherish  my  memory.  My  lore  and  misforttnm 
claim  that  bvoor.  Entertun  no  rewntment  a^wnat  my  father.  Comfc»t 
hie  age  and  aoTroir,  and  do  justice  to  his  ual.  Above  all,  make  my  inno- 
cence known.  Tliis  is  what  I  recommend  to  yon  more  than  any  thing. 
Adiea.  my  den  Henrique^— I  die— receive  my  hut  breath." 


So  saying,  ahe  expired ;  and  the  king  having  kept  a  melancholy  aSence 
for  some  time,  said  to  Siffredi,  who  was  overwhelmed  with  woe,  "  Behold, 
Leontio,  contemplate  yoor  own  work  ;  and,  in  this  tragical  event,  consider 
the  &nit  of  yoor  officiooa  core  and  zeal  for  me !"  The  old  man  was  so 
penetrated  with  sorrow  that  he  made  no  reply — bnt  why  shoold  I  pretend  to 
describe  those  things  which  no  language  can  express  ?  Let  it  suffice  to  say, 
that  both  uttered  the  most  moving  complaints,  as  soon  as  the  greatness  of 
their  affliction  allowed  them  the  ose  of  speech.  The  king  all  his  life  pre- 
served the  most  tender  remembrance  of  his  mistress,  and  could  never  be 
prevailed  npon  to  marry  Constantia,  who,  being  joined  by  the  Infant  Don 
Fedra,  they  spared  nothing  to  avail  themselves  of  Roger's  last  will ;  bat 
they  were  at  last  obUged  to  yield  to  Prince  Henriqnez,  who  subdued  all  bis 
enemies.  As  for  Sifiredi ;  the  grief  be  felt  for  hamg  been  the  canie  of  to 
tniny  mirfbrtones  detached  him  from  the  world,  and  rendered  his  nativa 


ntrjr  uin^poitable  to  bim :  he,  therefore,  abandoned  Sidly,  buH  eroBsinr 
over  into  Bpun,  with  PoitiH,  the  only  child  he  had  left,  pnTchased  thia  caB- 
tie,  where  he  lived  near  fifteen  yeara  after  Blanch's  death,  and  had  the  com- 
fort,  before  he  died,  of  leeiiig  Portia  settled :  she  married  Don  Jerome  de 
Siln,  and  I  am  the  only  £rait  of  that  marriage.    Una  (added  the  widow  a 


Don  Pedro  de  Knaree)  ia  the  history  of  my  fiunJly,  and  a  ftithful  acoount 
of  Ihe  misfortones  represented  in  that  pctnre.  which  my  grandfother,  Leontio, 
ordered  to  be  painted  sa  a  monnment  of  the  Atal  adrentnie  to  his  posterity. 


CHAPTER  V. 


KHK  BIBATIOtri  OW  AdROKA   DS  aVXMAN,   At  tALAHAMCIA. 


ATiNo  httrd  Ait  relatioD.  Ortiz,  her  com- 
panioni  and  mjraelf,  withdrew,  and  Idt 
Aurora  and  EMra  in  the  hall,  where  tfaey 
•pent  the  reat  of  tha  day  in  coaverBatiDn. 
Far  &om  being  tired  witii  one  another, 
next  day.  when  we  aet  oat,  they  were  aa 
much  afiected  at  parting  as  two  friends 
iriio  httTe  long  lired  agreeably  together. 
At  laft  wc  arrived  (without  meeting 
any  bad  accident)  at  Salamanca,  where 
we  immediately  took  a  boose  ready  fnr- 
niihed,  and  Dame  Ortiz,  as  we  had  concerted  it,  aseomed  the  name  of  Donna 
Ximena  de  Guzman.  She  bad  been  too  long  a  doenna  not  to  he  a  good 
actreai ;  accordingly,  going  ont  one  morning,  with  Aurora,  a  waiting  maid, 
iod  valet,  ahe  repah-ed  to  a  honie  where  lodf^cgi  were  let,  and  where  we 
nndcntood  Pacheeo  u*ually  Mfvd.  Hating  B«hed  ^  they  had  an  ^wulmcBt 
to  let,  they  aMwend  in  the  afflramtive ;  and  ahowed  her  into  one  pret^ 
handioroely  furnished,  which  she  hi»d  immediately,  giving  earnest  to  the 
landlady,  and  telling  her,  that  it  was  designed  for  one  of  her  nepbewa 
who  was  coming  ^m  Toledo,  to  study  at  Salamanca,  and  would  arrive 
that  very  day. 

The  duenna  and  my  mistress  having  lecnred  this  lodging,  went  home 
again,  and  the  fair  Aurora,  without  loamg  time,  transformed  herself  into  a 
cavalier ;  covering  her  black  hair  with  a  light-coloured  tonr,  painting  her 


tf.hnM9  at  tlM  <MM  oon(ifex]oD,  asd  adjoating  hancV  in  snch  a  >uii«er 
H  thrt  she  night  pftai  Tery  well  for  a  TouDg  noblaman.     Her  cBiriage  vai 


free  and  eoay,  and  excepting  hex  fece,  which  was  a  Ittth  too  haodioine  for 
a  man,  nothing  could  posMbly  betny  ber  disguiee :  her  maid,  who  was  to 
■erre  in  qoality  of  page,  took  the  dress  also,  and  we  were  onder  no  appre- 
hennon  of  her  31-acting,  for  she  had  a  good  modest  asmraitce  in  her  air, 
which  was  Tei?  well  adapted  for  the  part  she  was  to  play.  In  the  afternoon, 
these  two  ncticeses  being  in  a  condition  to  appear  on  the  stage  (that  is,  in  the 
lodging  which  had  been  tslien),  I  accompanied  them  thither  iu  a  coach,  with 
aB  the  baggage  we  ihonld  have  occasion  for. 
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The  landlady,  wHose  name  was  Bemarda  Bamirez,  reoeiTed  ub  with  great 
civility,  and  conducted  os  to  oar  apartment,  where  she  began  to  enter  into 
oonyeraation,  and  agreed  with  her  for  oar  board  by  the  month.  Then  asking 
if  she  had  a  good  many  boarders,  she  replied,  *'  I  have  none  at  present.  I 
might  have  abandance,  if  I  would  take  all  sorts  of  people ;  but  I  receive  none 
but  young  noblemen ;  and  I  expect  one  this  evening,  who  comes  from 
Madrid  to  finish  his  studies.  His  name  is  Don  Lewis  de  Pacheco ;  perhaps 
you  may  have  heard  of  him." — "  No,"  said  Aurora,  "  I  know ,  nothing  of 
him,  and  you  vnll  oblige  me  by  letting  me  know  what  sort  of  a  man  he  is, 
since  I  am  to  lodge  in  the  same  house  with  him." — "  Sir,"  answered  the 
landlady,  looking  at  the  false  cavalier,  "  he  is  quite  a  fine  figure,  and  pretty 
much  of  your  own  make,  Ab  !  how  happy  you  will  be  in  one  another !  By 
St.  Jago,  I  may  boast  of  having  at  my  house  two  of  ike  most  handsome 
noblemen  in  Spain." — "This  Don  Lewis,"  replied  my  mistress,  ''has 
doubtless  a  thousand  love  intrigues  in  Salamanca  ?" — "  Yes,  I'll  assure  you," 
said  the  old  woman,  he  is  a  brisk  gallant,  upon  my  word.  He  has  no  more 
to  do,  but  show  himself  and  conquer ;  and  among  others  he  has  quite  capti- 
vated a  lady  of  youth  and  beauty,  whose  name  is  Isabella,  an  old  lawyer's 
daughter,  who  is  fond  of  him  to  distraction," — "  And  tell  me,  good  mother," 
cried  Aurora,  interrupting  her  with  precipitation,"  b  he  as  much  in  love 
with  her  ?"  He  was,"  replied  Bemarda  Ramirez,  "  before  his  departure  for 
Madrid :  but  I  do  not  know  if  he  retains  his  passion  for  her  still ;  for  in  these 
points  he  is  not  much  to  be  depended  upon ;  but  skips  from  woman  to 
woman,  as  all  young  gentlemen  usually  do." 

The  good  widow  had  scarce  done  speaking,  when  hearing  a  noise  in  the 
court-yard,  we  looked  through  the  window,  and  perceived  two  men  alight- 
ing from  their  horses ;  these  were  no  other  than  Don  Lewis  de  Pacheco 
himsdf,  just  arrived  frx>m  Madrid,  with  his  valet  de  chambre.  Upon  which 
the  old  woman  left  us  in  order  to  receive  him,  and  my  mistress  prepared 
herself  (not  without  emotion)  to  play  the  part  of  Don  Felix.  Don  Lewis  in 
a  short  time  entered  our  apartment  in  his  boots,  and  saluted  Aurora,  saying, 
"  Understanding  that  a  young  nobleman  of  Toledo  is  a  lodger  here,  I  beg 
leave  to  express  my  joy  in  having  him  for  a  companion."  While  my  mistress 
returned  the  compliment,  Pacheco  seemed  surprised  to  see  such  an  amiable 
cavalier;  and  could  not  help  telling  her,  that  he  had  never  before 
beheld  any  man  so  handsome  and  genteelly  made.  A  great  many  civilities 
passed  on  both  sides,  after  which  Don  Lewis  retired  to  the  apartment 
allotted  for  him. 

While  he  was  shifhng  and  dressmg,  a  sort  of  page,  who  wanted  to  deliver 
a  letter  to  him,  meeting  Aurora  on  the  stair-case  by  accident,  mistook  her 
for  Don  Lewis,  and  giving  her  the  billet,  said»  "  Signer,  cavalier,  though  I 


have  nerer  before  teen  Signor  Pacheco,  I  beliere  I  need  not  uk  if  yon  tre 
he,  being  penoaded  I  am  not  mistaken." — "  No,  Iriend,"  replied  mymiotreas, 
vith  admirable  ^eaence  td  mind,  "  you  are  ascaredly  not  mistaken,  and  700 


acquit  yourself  of  yonr  commission  snTprisingly  well.  I  am  Don  Lewia  de 
Facbeco ;  you  may  return  1  and  I  will  take  care  to  tend  an  answer  very  soon." 
Hie  page  disappearing,  Aurora  shut  herself  up  with  her  mud  and  me,  and 
opening  the  letter,  read  these  words : 
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1&  wlMtt  Joy  did  I  rtcme  the  newi  of  yovr  arrival  at  PWamniwat 
Jif  y  transport  had  well  nigh  got  the  better  of  my  reason  I  But  is  Isabella 
«tiU  dear  to  yon  }  make  haste,  and  assnre  her  in  peraoB  of  yonr  oonatancy  i 
thon^  she  will  scarce  be  able  to  support  the  pleasure  of  finding  you 
unchanged !" 

*'  This  billet/'  said  Aurora,  '*  proclaims  the  violence  of  the  author's  passion ; 
and  the  lady  is  a  rival  not  to  be  contemned.  I  must  spare  nothing  to 
detach  Don  Lewis  from  her,  and  evea  to  binder  him  from  seeing  her :  the 
undertaking,  I  own,  is  difficult ;  but  nevertMiaik  I  don't  despair  of  success." 
Accordingly,  my  mistress  having  muaad  a  minnta  or  two,  added,  "  I'll  eng^age 
there  shall  be  a  breach  between  them  in  less  than  four-and-twenty  hours." 
Ftau^eco  having  taken  a  little  repose  in  his  own  ^Muiment,  retained  to  ours, 
and  renewed  his  conversation  with  Aurora,  before  supper.  ''  Signor.  cava- 
lier," said  he  to  her^  with  an  air  of  pleasantry,  "  I  bdieve  the  husbands  and 
lovers  will  have  no  cause  to  rejoice  at  your  arrival  in  Salamanca :  but  rather 
have  reason  to  be  uneasy :  as  for  my  own  part,  I  tremble  for  my  conquests." 
"  Hark'ee,"  answered  my  mistress  in  the  same  tone,  "  your  fear  is  not  ill 
grounded ;  Don  Felix  de  Mendoza  is  a  formidable  man,  I  assure  you.  I 
have  been  in  this  country  before,  and  know  that  the  women  here  are  not 
insensible :  about  a  month  ago,  in  my  way  through  this  city,  I  stopped  here 
eight  days,  and  I  will  tell  you  in  confidence,  that  I  inflamed  an  old  lawyer's 
daughter." 

I  perceived  Don  Lewis  disordered  at  these  words.  May  one,  without 
being  thought  impertinent,"  aaid  he,  "  ask  the  lady's  name  ?"  How  with- 
out being  thought  impertinent !"  cried  the  pretended  Don  Felix,  "  wh^ 
should  I  make  a  myrtery  of  it  to  you  ?  Do  you  think  me  more  reserved 
than  other  nobkmen  of  my  age  ?  you  must  not  do  me  such  injustice. 
Besides,  between  yon  and  me,  the  object  does  not  deserve  such  delicacy. 
She's  only  a  pitiful  citisen ;  and  a  man  of  quality,  you  know,  is  never  seri- 
ously engrossed  by  sadi  abigails,  but  thinks  he  does  them  an  honour  in  de- 
bauching them.  I  wiB,  therefore,  without  ceremony,  acquaint  you  with  the 
name  of  the  lawyer's  daughter,  which  is,  Isabella' — "  And  the  lawyer,"  cried 
Pacheco,  interrupting  her  with  impatience,  *'  is  not  he  called  Signor  Murcia 
de  la  Lianna  ?"'— "  The  very  same,  replied  my  mistress,  "  here  is  a  letter 
which  I  have  received  from  her  just  now.  You  may  read  it,  and  see  whether 
or  not  the  lady  has  a  kindness  for  me."  Don  Lewis,  casting  his  eyes  over 
the  billet,  knew  the  hand,  and  was  struck  dumb  with  confusion.  "  What 
is  the  matter  ?"  added  Aurora,  with  an  air  of  aetoniahment,  "  you  change 
cofaor !  I  bdieve  (God  forgive  me !)  that  you  have  some  ooncem  in  this 
lady.    Ah  I  how  vexed  am  I  for  having  spoke  of  her  so  freely.'^ 

"  I  think  myself  obliged  to  you  for  your  infarmation,'   aaid  Don  Lewis 
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in  A  transport  of  anger  nnd  dbdain.  "  Perfidious,  fickle  creature  !  Don 
FeliXf  I  am  bound  to  you  for  ever.  You  have  extricated  me  out  of  an 
error,  in  which  I  might  have  remained  a  long  time.  I  thought  myself 
belo^^.  Beloved,  did  I  say  f  I  believed  myself  adored  by  that  Isabella. 
I  had,  indeed,  some  regard  for  the  creatnre ;  but  now  I  see  she  is  a  coquette 
who  deserves  nothing  but  contempt."  "  I  applaud  your  resentment/'  said 
Aurora,  feigning  indignation  in  her  tnm,  "a  lawyer's  daughter  ought  to 
think  herself  very  happy  in  having  such  an  aooompiished  nobleman  as  you 
for  her  lover.  Her  inconstancy  is  inexcusable ;  and  far  from  accepting 
the  sacrifice  she  makes  of  you,  I  intend  to  punish  her  by  slighting  her  fo- 
vours.*' — *'  For  my  part,"  replied  Pacheco,  "  the  only  vengeance  that  I  shall 
take,  is  never  to  see  her  again." — "  You  are  in  the  right/'  cried  the  false 
Mendoza ;  "  nevertheless,  that  she  may  know  how  much  we  both  despise  her, 
I  think  each  of  us  should  write  to  her  an  insulting  letter,  which  I  will  enclose 
in  one  paper  and  send  as  an  answer  to  this  her  billet.  But,  before  we  pro-* 
ceed  to  this  extremity,  consult  your  heart.  Perhaps  you  will,  one  day, 
repent  of  having  broke  with  Isabdla." — "  No,  no !"  said  Don  Lewis,  "  i 
shall  never  be  so  weak ;  and  in  the  mean  time  consent  to  mortify  the  ungrate^ 
ful  creature,  as  you  have  proposed/' 

I  was  accordingly  sent  for  paper,  pen .  and  ink,  and  both  of  them  set  about 
composing  very  obliging  letters  for  the  daughter  of  Doctor  Murcia  de  la 
liianna.  Pacheco,  in  particular,  could  not  find  termb  strong  enough  to  express 
his  sentiments,  and  tore  £Ye  or  six  half-finished  billets,  because  he  thought 
they  were  not  sufficiently  severe.  One,  however,  he  was  satisfied  with  at 
last ;  and  no  doubt  he  had  reason  so  to  be ;  for  it  contained  these  words—- 
*'  Learn  to  know  yourself,  my  princess,  and  be  no  longer  so  vain  as  to 
beUeve  that  I  love  ycu.  If  I  am  captivated,  it  must  be  by  other  kind  of  merit 
tiuui  yours,  which  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  amuse  me  for  a  few  moments ; 
and  only  calculated  for  diverting  the  meanest  scholars  of  the  university." 
Hiis  courteous  letter  being  written,  and  Aurora  having  finished  hers,  which 
was  not  a  whit  mildo* ;  she  sealed  them  both,  and  enclosing  them  together, 
gave  me  the  packet,  saying,  "  There,  Gil  Bks,  be  sure  to  deliver  this  to 
Isabella  this  evening.  You  understand  me  ?  added  die,  tipping  me  the  wink, 
the  meaning  of  which  I  could  easily  comprehend.  "  Yes,  sir,'*  answered  I, 
"  the  thing  shall  be  done  to  your  wish." 

At  the  same  time  I  went  out,  and  being  in  the  street,  said  to  myself, 
"  Oho !  Gil  Bias,  then  it  seems  you  play  the  valet  in  this  faroe.  Well 
friend,  show  that  yon  have  wit  enough  to  perform  such  a  fine  part.  Signer, 
Don  Felix  (as  you  see)  dqpends  so  much  on  your  understanding,  that  he 
contents  himsdf  with  giving  you  a  sign  only.  Is  he  to  blame  for  that  ? 
No.     I  conceive  his  meaning  :  he  desires  that  I  should  deliver  this  billet 
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of  DoD  Lewis  only.  That  is  the  interpretation  of  the  sign,  than  which 
nothing  could  be  more  intelligible."  I  did  not  hesitate  in  opening  the 
packet,  from  which  I  took  Facheco's  letter,  and  carried  it  to  the  house  of 
Doctor  Murcia,  having  soon  informed  myself  whereabouts  he  lived.  Find- 
ing the  little  page  who  had  been  at  our  lodgings  at  the  door ;  "  Brother," 
said  I,  "  don't  you  serve  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Doctor  Murcia  ?"  When  he 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  "  You  have  such  an  obliging  physiognomy/'  I 
replied,  "  that  I  take  the  liberty  to  desire  yon  will  deliver  a  love-letter  to 
Your  mistress." 

The  page  asked  from  whom  I  brought  it ;  and  I  no  sooner  told  that  it 
oame  from  Don  Lewis  de  Pacheco,  than  he  said,  "  Since  it  is  so,  follow  me  ; 
I  have  orders  to  bring  you  in.  Isabella  wants  to  talk  with  you."  I  allowed 
myself,  therefore,  to  be  introduced  into  a  closet,  where  I  did  not  stay 
long  before  the  lady  appeared ;  and  I  was  struck  with  the  beauty  of  her  face, 
having  never  beheld  more  delicate  features.  Her  air  was  affected  and 
childish ;  but,  for  all  that,  she  had  walked  without  leading  strings  for  thirty 
good  years  at  least.  "  Friend,"  said  she  to  me,  with  a  smiling  air,  "  do 
you  belong  to  Don  Lewis  de  Pacheco  ?*'  I  answered  that  I  had  been  his 
valet  de  chambre  these  three  weeks ;  and  then  delivered  the  fatal  letter, 
which  she  read  over  twice  or  thrice,  and  seemed  to  distrust  the  evidence  of 
her  own  senses.  It  is  very  certain  she  expected  nothing  less  than  such  an 
answer.  She  lifted  up  her  eyes  towards  heaven,  bit  her  lips,  and  for  some 
time  discovered  by  her  countenance,  the  pangs  which  her  heart  endured. 
Then,  all  of  a  sudden  addressing  herself  to  me.  "  Friend,"  said  she,  "  is 
Don  Lewis  run  mad  ?  Tell  me  if  you  know  why  he  writes  to  me  in  this 
gallant  style.  What  demon  possesses  him  ?  If  he  had  a  mind  to  break 
with  me,  could  he  not  have  done  it  without  affronting  me  with  such 
an  abusive  letter  ?" 

"  Madam,"  said  I,  "  my  master  is  certainly  to  blame ;  but  he  was  in  some 
measure  forced  to  it.  If  you  will  promise  to  keep  the  secret,  I  will  discover 
the  whole  mystery." — **  I  do  promise ;"  said  she,  interrupting  me  with 
precipitation ;  "  don't  be  afraid  of  my  exposing  you,  but  freely  explain 
yourself." — "  Well,  then,"  I  resumed,  "this  is  briefly  the  afl!air.  Immedi- 
ately after  he  had  received  your  letter,  a  lady,  covered  with  a  very  thick  veil, 
came  to  our  lodging,  and,  asking  for  Signer  Pacheco,  spoke  with  him  in 
private  a  good  while ;  and,  towards  the  close  of  the  conversation,  I  overheard 
her  say  to  him,  "  You  swear  to  me  that  you  will  never  see  her  again  :  but 
that  is  not  all.  You  must  also,  for  my  satisfaction,  this  instant  write  to  her 
a  billet  which  I  will  dictate,  and  this  I  exact  of  you."  Don  Lewis  did  as 
she  desired,  then  putting  the  letter  into  my  hand,  "  enquire,"  said  he,  "where 
Doctor  Murcia  de  la  Lianna  lives,  and  convey,  with  address,  this  paper  to  his 
daughter  Isabella." 
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"  So,  that  you  see,  madam,  added  I,  "  this  disobliging  letter  is  the  work 
of  a  rival,  and  consequently  my  master  is  not  so  much  to  blame."—"  O 
Heaven !"  cried  she,  "  he  is  more  so  than  I  imagined.  His  infidelity  injures 
me  more  than  the  spiteful  words  which  his  hand  wrote.  Ah,  the  perfidious 
wretch !  he  has  entered  into  other  engagements.  But,"  added  she,  asaaming 
a  lofty  air,  "  let  him  abandon  himself  to  his  new  flame  without  constraint ; 
I  don't  intend  to  thwart  him.  Tell  him,  that  he  had  no  occasion  to  insult 
me,  in  order  to  make  me  leave  the  field  free  to  my  rival ;  and  that  I  despise 
such  a  fickle  lover  too  much  to  have  the  least  desire  of  recalling  him."  So 
saying,  she  dismissed  me,  and  retired  very  much  irritated  against  Don  Lewis 
while  I  went  away  very  well  satisfied  with  myself,  and  persuaded  that  if  I 
should  set  up  for  a  genius,  I  should  soon  become  a  most  dexterous  cheat. 
I  returned  to  our  lodgings,  where  I  found  Mendoza  and  Pacheco  at  supper, 
conversing  together  as  if  they  had  been  old  acquaintances,  Aurora,  perceiving 
by  my  cheerful  countenance  that  I  had  not  acquitted  myself  ill  of  my  com- 
mission ;  "  So,  thou  art  returned,  Gil  Bias,"  said  she ;  "  give  us  an  account 
of  thy  message."  Being  obliged  to  trust  to  my  own  finesse  again,  I  told 
them  that  I  had  delivered  the  packet  with  my  own  hand ;  and  that  Isabella, 
after  having  read  the  two  billet-doux  which  it  contained,  instead  of  seeming 
disconcerted,  fell  a  laughing  like  one  who  had  lost  her  senses ;  saying,  "  Upon 
my  conscience,  young  noblemen  have  an  excellent  style  !  It  must  be  owned 
that  other  j>eople  don't  write  half  so  agreeably." — "  A  fine  way  of  disem- 
barrassing herself!"  cried  my  mistress ;  "she  must  certainly  be  a  finished 
coquette." — "  As  for  me."  said  Don  Lewis,  "  I  should  never  know  Isabella 
by  such  behaviour  :  she  must  have  entirely  changed  her  character  during 
my  absence." — **  I  could  not  have  thought  her  such  a  person,  indeed," 
replied  Aurora ;  '*  but  we  must  allow  that  there  are  women  who  can  assume 
a  great  many  different  shapes  :  I  was  once  in  love  with  one  of  these,  who 
made  me  her  dupe  a  long  time  ;  Gil  Bias,  you  can  tell  that  she  had  an  air 
of  virtue  which  might  have  deceived  the  whole  world." — "  Yes,  truly,"  said 
I,  mingling  in  the  conversation,  "  she  had  a  look  that  might  have  decoyed 
the  most  wary.     I,  myself,  might  have  been  trepanned  by  it." 

The  pretended  Mendoza  and  Pacheco  burst  into  a  loud  laugh  on  hearing 
roe  talk  thus :  one,  because  I  bore  witness  against  an  imaginary  lady  ;  and 
the  other  on  account  of  the  expression  I  had  used.  We  continued  dis- 
coursing of  women  who  have  the  art  of  dissembling ;  and  the  result  of  our 
conversation  was,  that  Isabella  was  accused  in  due  form,  and  convicted  of 
being  an  arrant  jilt. 

Don  Lewis  protested  anew  that  he  would  never  see  her,  and  Don  Felix, 
by  his  example,  swore  he  would,  always  have  the  most  perfect  contempt  for 
her.     After  these  protestations,  they  professed  a  mutual  friendship,  and 


proiDiMd  16  conceal  noihing  firam  one  uiother.  Supper  being  oTtr*  tbef 
pToce«ded  to  coni^iinenM ;  mnd,  at  lut,  parted  to  go  to  bed,  eaeh  in  hi* 
•wn  apartment.  I  followed  Aurotm  to  bets,  where  I  gave  an  exact  ftceooat 
d£  tb*  camenatioD  I  had  with  the  doctor'i  daughter ;  not  forgetting  the 
bast  ciMiimBtaDce.  I  thought  ahe  would  hare  embraced  me  ki  the  trana- 
portvf  Iierjoj'.  "Deai  Oil  Bias,"  aaid  ahe,"  I  am  charmed  with  tbj  wider- 
standing!  When  cos  ia  ao  mifortunate  as  to  be  ei^aged  in  a  pasnon  which 
compek  us  to  hare  recouiae  to  Btratagems,  it  ia  a  great  adTcntage  to  have  in 
our  inteicata  such  a  aenaible  jonng  fellow  as  thee.  Courage,  mjr  friend  ; 
we  have  removed  a  rival  who  might  have  given  us  a  world  af  tionble^ 
This  la  no  bnd  prc^nostic  ;  but  as  loven  are  subject  to  strange  Tclapsea, 
I  think  we  must  make  a  strong  push  and  bring  Aurora  de  Qiuman  on  the 
stage  to-morrow."  I  approved  of  the  acheme,  and  leaving  Siguos  Dob 
^elix  with  hie  page,  retired  to  bed. 


^  ^^^ffl*^  ^ 


CHAPTER.  VI. 


)   CAPTIVATE   DOR    LEWIi 


HB  two  new  friends  meeting  next  moming 
began  the  day  with  embraces,  which  AuroTa 
was  obliged  to  give  and  receive  in  order  to 
act  the  part  of  Don  Felis.  They  went  out 
to  walk,  EinJ  I  accompanied  thmn  with 
Chijlindron,  the  Talet  of  Don  Lewia ;  when 
Htopping  at  the  uniTeraity,  to  look  at  the 
titles  of  books  that  were  pasted  oa  the  gate> 
which  a  good  many  people  amused  them- 
selves in  reading,  I  perceived  a  little  man 
among  them,  who  gave  his  opinion  of  atl  the  different  WOTks  that  were  so 
publiabed.  I  observed  that  he  was  heard  with  great  atler.^on,  which  I 
fancied  at  the  same  time  he  believed  was  no  more  than  bis  doe  :  for  be 
•eemed  vain  and  positive,  as  little  men  commonly  are,  "  That  new  trans- 
lation of  Horace,"  said  he,  "  which  you  see  advertised  in  such  large 
characters,  is  a  work  in  prose,  composed  by  an  old  college  author ;  a  book 
in  great  esteem  among  the  students,  who  have  already  consumed  four 
editiona  of  it :  and  yet  there  is  not  one  man  of  taste  who  has  purchased  so 
much  as  a  single  copy."  His  judgment  was  not  a  whit  more  favourable  for 
the  other  books,  which  he  ridiculed  without  exception :  so  that,  in  all  like- 
lihood, he  was  an  author  himself.  I  should  not  have  been  tired  of  hearing 
bim  to  an  end,  but  was  obliged  to  follow  Don  Lewis  and  Don  Felix,  who 
being  as  little  pleased  with  bis  discourse,  as  interested  in  the  books  which 
ke  censured,  left  him  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  own  criticism. 

We  came  hmne  at  dinner-time,  and  my  mistress,  sitting  down  at  tba 
table,  with  Pacheco,  artfully  turned  the  conversation  cm  her  own  family. 
"  My  father,"  sud  she, "  is  a  cadet  of  the  house  of  Mendoia,  and  settled  at 
Toledo;  my  mother  is  sister  to  Donna  Ximena  de  Ouzman,  who  came  to 
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Salamanca,  some  dnya  ago,  on  an  aSkii  of  importance,  with  her  niece  Aurora 
the  only  daughter  of  Don  Vincent  de  Guzman  whom,  perhaps,  jou  know ; 
"  No,"  replied  Don  Lewia,  "  but  1  have  often  heard  of  him,  a«  well  as  of 
your  cousin  Aurora.  Am  I  to  believe  what  is  reported  of  her?  I  have  been 
assured  that  nothing  equals  her  understanding  but  her  beauty." — "  As  for 
understanding,"  resumed  Don  Felix, "  she  has  a  pretty  good  share,  and  that 
well  cultivated  :  but  I  don't  think  her  so  very  handsome.  People  say  that 
she  and  I  very  much  resemble  one  another." — "  If  that  be  the  case,"  cried 
Pacheco,  "  she  deserves  the  reputation  she  has  got  :  your  features  are 
regular;  your  cousin  must  be  quite  enchanting.  I  wish  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeiog  and  conversing  with  her." — "  I  undertake  to  satisfy  your 
curiosity,"  replied  the  pretended  Mendosa,  and  will^carry  you  to[mj  annt*! 
house  this  very  afcerooon."  My  mistress,  all  of  a  sudden,  changed  thedis- 
conrBe,Bad  talked  on  indiffrrent'subjects.  After  dinner,  while  they  were  pre- 
paring to  visit  Donna  Ximena,  I  was  beforehand  with  them,  and  ran  to  ad- 
vertise the  duenna,  that  she  might  be  ready  to  receive  them  ;  then  returning 
instantly,  accompanied  Don  Felix,  who  conducted  Don  Lewis  to  the  hooae 
of  his  aunt.   But  Ihcy  had  scarce  entered  the  house,  when  they  met  Dame 
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Ximenft,  who  desired  them  by  a  sign,  to  make  tio  noiae.  "  Hush,  hash," 
said  she,  with  a  low  voice.  "  you  wake  my  niece,  who  has  been  tor- 
mented since  yesterday  with  a  terrible  head-ache,  which  has  just  left  her, 
and  the  poor  child  has  been  asleep  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,"  "  I  am 
sorry  for  this  disappointment,"  said  Mendoza ;  "  I  was  in  goodiifaopes  of 
seeing  my  cousin,  and  had  promised  that  pleasure  tiimy  friend  Pacheco," 

"The  affair  is  not  very  urgent."  replied  Ortiz,  smiling,  "yon  may  defer 
it  till  to-morrow."  The  cavaliers  conversed  a  little  while  with  the  old 
gentlewoman,  and  then  retired. 

Don  Lewis  carried  us  to  the  house  of  one  of  his  friends,  a  gentleman, 
whose  name  was  Don  Gabriel  de  Pedros,  with  whom,  we  spent  the  rest  of 
the  day,  supped,  and  did  not  think  of  coming  home  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  We  had  got  about  half  way  when  we  stumbled  over  two  men 
lying  stretched  on  the  ground.  Tliinking  they  were  unfortunate  people 
who  had  been  assassinated,  we  stopped  to  give  them  afisistanee,  provided 
it  was  not  loo  late  ;  and  as  we  endeavoured  to  inform  ourselves  of  their 
condition  as  well  as  the  dorkness  of  the  night  would  allow,  the  patrolei 


came  up  ■  and  the  commander,  taking  ua  at  firstfor  the  murderers,  ordered 
bis  men  to  surround  us  ;  but  he  conceived  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  our 
morals  when  he  heard  us  speak,  and.  by  the  help  of  a  dark  lantern,  saw  the 
faces  of  Mendoaa  and  Pacheco.  His  soldiers  being  ordered  to  examme  the 
coDdition  of  the  two  men,  who  we  fancied  had  been  slain,  found  that  it  was 
a  fat  licentUte.  with  his  man,  both  in  liquor  or  dead  drunk.  "  Gentlemen.' 
cried  one  of  the  guard,  "  I  know  this  epicure ;  it  is  Signor  the  licentiate 
Guyomar,  rector  of  our  university :  notwithstanding  the  pickle  you  see  him 


264  BOOK    IV. — CHAP.    TI, 

in  now,  he  is  a  great  man,  a  wonderful  genius !  There  w  not  a  philosopher 
in  Salamanca  whom  he  cannot  confute  in  an  argument.  He  has  an  nnpa* 
ralleled  flow  of  words  :  'tis  a  pity  that  he  is  a  little  addicted  to  lawsuits,  the 
bottle,  and  a  wench.  He  was,  no  doubt,  on  his  return  from  supping  with 
his  Isabtila,  where  unluckily  this  rosn  getting  drunk  as  himself,  they  have 
both  tnmbled  into  the  kennel.  Before  the  good  licentiate  was  rector,  this 
misfortune  frequently  happened  to  him  :  and  you  see  honours  don't  always 
change  the  man."  We  left  those  drunkards  in  the  hands  of  the  patrole, 
who  undertook  to  carry  them  home,  and,  returning  to  our  lodgings,  erery 
one  went  to  rest. 

Don  Felix  and  Don  Lewis  getting  up  about  noon,  Aurora  was  the  first 
subject  of  their  discourse.  *'  Gil  Bias,"  said  my  mistress  to  me,  "  go  to 
my  aunt  Donna  Ximena,  and  ask  if  Signer  Pacheco  and  1  can  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  ray  cousin  to-day.*'  I  went  out  to  acquit  myself  of  this 
commission,  or  rather  to  concert  with  the  duenna  what  was  to  be  done : 
and  when  we  had  taken  our  measures,  I  returned  to  the  false  Mendoza, 
saying,  "  Signor,  your  cousin  Aurora  is  surprisingly  well,  and  charged  me 
Co  assure  you  from  her,  that  your  visit  will  be  very  agreeable  ;  and  Donna 
Ximena  bid  me  assure  Signor  Pacheco  that  he  shaD  always  be  welcome  at 
ner  house  on  your  account. 

I  perceived  that  Don  Lewis  was  mightily  pleased  with  these  last  words  * 
my  mistress  observed  the  same,  and  drew  a  happy  presage  from  her  remark. 
Immediately  before  dinner  Signora  Ximena*s  valet  appeared,  and  said  to 
Don  Felix,  "  Signor,  a  man  from  IJ^ledo  has  been  enquiring  for  yon  at 
your  aunt's  house,  and  left  this  note.'*  The  pretended  Mendoca  opened  it, 
and  read  aloud  these  words :  "  If  you  are  desirous  of  hearing  news  of  your 
father,  and  of  being  made  acquainted  with  other  things  of  consequence  to 
you,  fail  not,  on  receipt  of  this,  to  repair  to  the  Black  Horse,  near  the  uni- 
versity."— "  I  am,"  said  he,  "  too  curious  to  hear  these  things  of  conse- 
quence not  to  satisfy  my  desire  instantly.  Without  taking  leave  of  you, 
Pacheco,'*  added  he,  "  If  I  don't  return  in  two  hours,  you  may  go  by  your- 
self to  my  aunt's,  and  I  will  come  to  you  there  after  dinner.  You  know 
what  Gil  Bias  has  told  you  from  Donna  Ximena,  and  you  have  a  right  to 
make  the  visit,"     So  saying,  he  went  out,  and  ordered  me  to  foUow  him. 

You  may  easily  gness  that,  instead  of  going  to  the  Black  Horse,  we  took 
the  road  to  the  honse  where  Ortiz  lived,  where,  as  soon  as  we  arrived, 
Aurora  took  off  her  foir  coloured  tour,  washed  and  rubbed  her  eye  brows, 
dressed  herself  like  a  woman,  and  became  a  very  handsome  black-eyed  lady, 
as  she  naturally  was :  for  her  disguise  had  changed  her  so  much,  that 
Aurora  and  Don  Fhlix  appeared  to  be  two  different  people.  She  even 
leemed  a  great  deal  taller  as  a  woman  than  as  a  man,  to  which  indeed,  her 


ahoe  heela,  that  irera  exoeiriTely  high,  confribatednot  a  little.  When  she 
had  improTsd  herobarms  with  all  the  aMiatance  that  art  ooold  bestow,  ahe 
expected  Bon  Lewie  with  aa  agitation  composed  of  hope  and  tear.  Some- 
timee  she  confided  to  her  beauty  and  wit,  and  Bometimes  waa  afraid  that 
her  attempts  would  be  muuoceBsfiil.     Ortu  on  the  other  side  Bummoned  all 


her  ftoease  to  aecoDd  my  miatresa :  and  I,  that  Faoheoo  might  not  aee  me 
in  the  house,  like  those  playera  who  appear  only  in  the  laat  act,  concealed 
myself  till  towards  the  end  cf  the  visit  by  going  out  aa  soon  aa  I  had  dined. 
In  ahcrt,  eTerything  waa  in  order  when  Son  Lewis  arrived.  He  waa 
received  ia  a  very  agreeable  manner  by  Lady  Xiraena,  and  enjoyed  a  con- 
versation with  Aurora  two  or  three  hours  long ;  at  the  end  of  which 
I  came  into  the  room  where  they  were,  and  addreasiDg  myself  to  the 
cavalier,  "  Signer,"  said  I,  "  my  master,  Don  Felix,  cannot  be  here 
lo-day,  but  bega  you  will  excuse  him,  because  be  is  in  company  with  three 
men  tnm  Toledo,  of  whom  he  cannot  diaengage  hinuelf." — "  Ah,  the 
little  rake ! "  cried  Donna  Ximena,  "  he  ia  certainly  set  in  to  hard  drink- 
ing."— "  No,  madam,"  I  replied,  "  they  ue  discouning  together  of  very 
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teriou  afiairs.  He  ii  hmtQj  tony  that  lie  CHmok  iveit  vpoii  yim;  nd 
ordered  me  to  make  his  apology  to  yon  and  Domm  Anrora."— -*'  O !  I'll 
have  none  of  bis  apologies/'  said  my  miatress^  "  lie  knows  I  have  been 
indisposedt  and  oagfat  to  sbow  a  little  more  conoeni  for  bk  rdatioD.  In 
order  to  pimish  bim  for  bis  iodifimiicet  be  shan't  see  me  these  ifteen 
days." — "Ah  madam!"  said  Don  Lewis,  *'do  not  form  such  a  cmel 
jresolution ;  Don  Felix  is  rather  to  be  pitied  for  not  being  able  to  yisit  yon." 
They  diverted  themselves  for  some  time  with  this  sab|eet»  and  then 
Pacheco  withdrew.  The  finir  Aurora  immediately  transformed  herself,  and 
resuming  the  appearance  of  a  cavalier,  returned  to  the  lodgings  as  sooa 
as  she  could.  "  I  ask  pardon,  my  dear  friend,"  said  she  to  Don  Lewis^ 
"  for  ftdling  to  meet  yon  at  my  aunt's,  but  I  oonkl  not  get  rid  of  the 
people  in  whose  company  I  was :  what  consoles  me  for  the  diwp|<oaitment 
is,  that  yon  have  at  least  had  kisare  to  satisfy  yonr  eurioaity.  Wdl,  what 
do  you  think  of  my  cousin  ?"*—'*  I  am  enchanted  with  her ! "  answered 
Ptacheco ;  "  yon  bad  reason  to  say  she  resembled  yon.  I  nevai  saw  features 
more  alike :  the  same  turn  of  hct,  the  same  eyes,  te  same  mwitb,  and 
tone  of  voice !  There  is,  however,  some  difierence  between  yon.  Aurora  is 
a  little  taller  than  you  :  she  is  blade,  and  you  are  fair.  You  aro  merry,  and 
she  is  grave.  These  are  vihat  distingaish  you  the  one  horn  the  other.  As 
for  understandbg;"  added  he,  "  I  do  not  beKev«  a  oekslial  being  can 
have  more  than  yonr  connn.     In  a  wind  she  ia  a  lady  of  accoonplished 


merit." 


Signor  Fadieeo  pronemeed^  these  last  words  wiHi  so  mnoh  viraoity, 
that  Don  Felix  said,  smiling,  '*  Friend,  I  advise  you  for  the  sake  of  your 
repose*  to  go  no  more  to  Donna  Ximena's.  Aurora  de  Gusman  may 
make  your  heart  ache,  and  inspire  yon  with  a  passion." — "  There  is  no 
occasion  for  another  sight  of  her  to  make  me  in  love,"  said  he,  interrupt* 
ing  him,  "that  is  done  already." — "I  am  sorry  for  it,"  repUed  the 
pretended  Mendoza,  "  for  you  are  not  one  of  those  who  can  attaeh  Uiem* 
selves  to  one,  and  my  cousin  is  no  IsabeDa.  1  can  assure  yon  beforehand^ 
that  she  win  never  listen  to  a  lover  except  on  honourable  terms  !"-^ 
"  Honourable  terms,"  replied  Don  Lewis,  **  sore  nobody  would  offer  any 
other  to  a  young  lady  of  her  birth.  Alas !  I  should  think  myself  tha 
happiest  of  men  if  she  would  approve  of  my  addresses,  and  consent  to 
join  her  destiny  with  mine.'* 

"  Since  you  talk  in  that  style,"  said  Don  Fdix,  "  I  am  interested  in 
your  behalf.  Yes,  I  list  mysdf  in  yonr  service,  ofier  yon  all  my  inflnenos 
with  Aurora,  and  will  to-morrow  bring  over  my  aunt,  who  has  a  great 
sway  over  her."  Pacheoo  returned  a  thousand  thanks  to  the  cavalier 
who  made  him  such  fair  promisesr  and  we  perceived*  with  joy,  diat 
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■tratag«m  could  not  sooceed  better.  Next  day»  we  increaBed  the  love  of 
DoQ  Lewis,  by  a  new  invention.  My  mistrees  having  been  with  Donna 
Ximena  on  pretence  to  render  her  favourable  to  that  cavaHer,  came  back 
and  said  to  him,  *'  I  have  spoken  to  my  aunt,  whom  with  much  difficulty 
I  have  made  your  friend.  She  was  furiously  prejudiced  against  ycm ; 
for  somebody  or  other  had  made  her  believe  that  you  were  a  downrig^ 
fibertine:  but  i  undertook  your  defence  with  eagerness,  and  at  last 
destroyed  the  bad  impression  she  had  received  of  your  morals. 

*'  This  is  not  all,'*  pursued  Aurora,  "  yon  must  talk  with  my  aunt  m 
her  presence,  and  then  we  shall  make  sure  of  her  asmstance."  Pacheco 
expressed  extreme  impatience  to  discourse  with  Donna  Ximena,  and  that 
satisfaction  was  granted  to  him  the  next  morning,  when  the  false  Mendoza 
conducted  him  to  madam  Ortiz,  and  they  three  had  a  long  conversation, 
in  which  Don  Lewis  showed  that  he  had  allowed  himself  to  be  very  much 
captivated,  in  a  very  little  time.  The  artful  Ximena  feigned  to  be  moved 
with  aB  the  tenderness  he  expressed,  and  promised  her  utmost  endeavour 
to  engage  her  niece  to  marry  him.  Pacheco  immediately  threw  himseit 
at  the  feet  of  such  a  kind  aunt,  and  thanked  her  for  her  friendship: 
whereupon  Don  Felix  asked  if  his  cousin  was  up.  *'  No,"  answered  the 
duenna,  "  she  is  still  a-bed,  and  you  cannot  see  her  at  present ;  but 
return  this  afternoon,  and  you  may  converse  with  her  at  leisure."  This 
answer  of  madam  Ximena  redoubled,  as  you  may  weD  believe,  the  joy  of 
Don  Lewis,  who  thought  the  rest  of  the  forenoon  extremely  tedious,  and 
went  bade  to  his  lodgings  with  Meadosa  who  was  not  a  little  pleased  with 
observing  in  him  all  the  marks  of  genuine  love." 

They  talked  of  nothing  bat  Aurora,  and  when  they  had  dined,  Don 
Feliz  said  to  Pacheco,  '*  There's  a  thought  come  into  my  head.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  I  should  go  to  my  aunt's  some  minutes  before  you,  and 
have  a  little  chat  with  my  cousin,  that  T  may,  if  possible  discover  the 
disposition  of  her  heart  towards  you."  Don  Lewis  approving  this  scheme, 
let  his  friend  go  before,  and  did  not  set  out  till  an  hour  after.  So  my 
mistress  made  such  good  use  of  her  time,  that  she  was  dressed  like  a  lady» 
when  her  lover  arrived.  "I  thought,"  said  the  cavalier,  after  having 
saluted  Aurora  and  the  duenna,  ''to  have  found  Don  Felix  here."-— 
*'Yoa  win  see  him  immediately,"  answered  Donna  Ximena,  "  he  is 
writing  in  my  closet."  Upon  which,  Pacheco  seemed  to  swallow  the 
tridc,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  the  ladies.  But  notwithstanding 
the  presence  of  the  beloved  object,  he  perceived  ^hat  the  hours  stole  away, 
without  Mendoza's  appearing ;  and  as  he  could  not  help  testifying  some 
surprise  at  it,  Aurora  changing  countenance  all  of  a  sudden,  began  to 
langhy  and  said  to  Don  Lewis,  "  Is  it  possible  that  you  have  no  suspicion 
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of  tlie  trirk  which  has  been  played  upon  yaa?  Da  an  artificial  light- 
coloured  tour,  and  painted  eye-browi,  make  me  eo  unlike  myself,  that 
yon  hare  been  miataken  h;  them  hitherto  ?  ITndeoeiTO  yonrself  then 
Faoheoo,"  oo&tiaued  she,  resuming  an  air  of  gravity,  "  and  know  that 
Don  Felix  de  Ueudoza  and  Aurora  de  Guzman  are  but  one  and  the 
same  person." 

She  waa  not  Gont«nti-d  with  extricuting  him  out  of  this  error,  but  also 
owned  her  passion  for  him,  and  informed  him  of  all  the  steps  she  had 
taken  towarda  its  suooesi.  Don  Lewis,  no  less  cbarmed  than  aurprised 
with  what  he  heard,  threw  himself  at  ht;r  feet,  exclaiming  in  a  transport 
of  joy,  "Ah,  beautiful  Aurora!  may  I  then  believe  mysulf  the  happy 
mortal  whom  you  have  favonred  so  much  i  How  shall  I  recompense 
your  goodneas,  which  the  most  perfect  love  ean  never  enough  repay  ? '' 
These  words  were  sooompanied  with  a  thousand  more  passionate  and 
tender  expresuons :  after  which  the  two  lovers  conferred  upon  the  mea- 
Bures  that  wero  to  be  taken  towards  the  aocomplishment  of  their  mutual 
deures;  and  it  was  resolved  that  we  should  set  out  immediately  for 
Madrid,  and  bring  oar  comedy  to  a  conclusion  by  marriage.  This  design 
was  no  sooner  formed  than  pnt  into  execution  :  in  fifteen  days,  Don  Iiewis 
esponsed  my  mistress,  and  their  nuptials  gave  rise  to  entertainments  and 
infinite  rejoicings. 


CHAPTEE  Til. 


BI&TIOI     at    DOS 


^raM<>gr^^fef~g^~£^.^e^  hb«i  veeka  after  thia  muiiag^  my  mutreaa 
'  f^i^j-  ■I'^^^lDJ  being  desirous  of  reoompennDg  me  for  the 
^  "  ~  I  servioQ  I  had  done  her,  made  me  a  preeent 
^  of  a  himdred  pistoles,  saying,  "  QU  Bias,  my 
L  friend,  far  from  taming  you  atray,  I  Icare 
it  to  your  ehoioe  to  stay  with  me  as  Ion;;  aa 
i  yon  please ;  but  my  hosband's  uncle,  Don 
QoDzslea  de  Faclieco,  wants  to  bare  you  for 
a  Talet  da  chambre.  I  spoke  to  him  so 
^  adrantageoiuty  of  you,  that  he  assured  me  I 
vonld  do  him  a  faTonr  is  parting  with  you  to  Mm.  Ee  is  an  old  noble- 
man," added  sh^  *'  of  an  exoellent  obaraoter,  and  yon  will  be  quite  happy  ' 
in  his  serrioe.** 

I  thanked  Aurora  for  her  generosity,  and  as  she  bad  no  longer  any 
oooaaion  for  me,  accepted  the  post  to  whioh  I  was  recommended ;  the 
more  willingly,  aa  I  abould  still  be  in  the  family.  One  morning,  ther»- 
fore,  I  went  with  a  message  from  my  new-married  miatress,  to  Signer 
Don  Gonaales,  who  was  still  a-bed,  though  it  was  near  twelve  o'clock. 
When  I  entered  his  chamber,  I  found  him  taking  aome  broth  which  a 
page  had  brought  in.  The  old  gentleman's  whiskers  were  in  paper,  hia 
eyes  almost  extinguiBhed,  and  hia  faoe  pate  and  meagre.  He  was 
ime  of  those  old  boys  who  had  been  great  rakes  in  their  youth,  and  are 
not  ■  whit  more  sedate  in  their  age.  He  received  me  with  great  civility, 
and  told  me  that  if  I  would  aerre  him  with  as  much  zeal  as  I  had  mani- 
fested for  his  niece,  I  might  depend  npon  living  happily.  I  promised  to 
have  the  aame  at^hment  to  him  which  I  had  for  her,  and  that  moment 
he  engaged  me  in  his  servioe. 
'    Behold  me  then  with  a  new  master,  and  hearen  knows  what  sort  of  a 
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man  be  was !  When  he  got  up,  I  fancied  1  saw  the  resurrection  of  lAza- 
ms.  Paint  to  your  own  imagination  a  tall  body,  so  lean  and  withered, 
that  when  it  was  naked  an  anatomist  might  have  taught  osteology  upon 
it,  with  legs  so  small  that  they  looked  like  spindles,  even  after  he  had  put  on 
three  or  four  pair  of  stockings.  This  living  mummy  was  besides  troubled 
with  an  asthma,  and  coughed  at  every  word  he  spoke.  Having  drank 
chocolate,  he  called  for  paper  and  ink,  and  wrote  a  letter,  which  he  sealed 
and  sent  away,  according  to  the  direction,  by  the  page  who  had  brought  the 
broth ;  then  turning  to  me,  "  Friend,"  said  he,  "  thou  art  the  person  whom 
I  intend  henceforth  to  trust  with  my  commissions,  especially  those  which 
regard  Donna  Euphrasia,  a  young  lady  whom  I  love,  and  who  is  passion- 
ately  fond  of  me." 

"  Good  Grod  !"  said  I  to  myself,  "  how  can  young  people  help  believing 
themselves  beloved,  when  this  old  dotard  thinks  himself  adored!" 
*'  Gil  Bias,"  added  he,  "  thou  shalt  go  with  me  this  very  day  to  her  house, 
where  I  sup  almost  every  night,  and  thou  wilt  be  charmed  with  her  prudence 
and  reserve:  fiir  from  resembling  those  silly  coquettes  who  can  relish 
nothing  but  youth,  and  are  wop  by  appearances  only,  she  has  an  nnder- 
■tanding  already  mature  and  judicious,  that  consults  the  sentiments  of  a 
man,  and  prefers  a  lover  of  delicacy  and  taste  to  one  of  the  most  shining 
exteriors."  Signer  Don  Gonaales  did  not  here  finish  the  eulog^um  of  his 
mistress,  whom  he  represented  as  an  epitome  of  all  perfection.  But  he  had 
a  hearer  not  easily  persuaded.  After  the  conduct  of  the  actresses,  which 
I  bad  seen,  I  did  not  look  upon  old  noblemen  as  people  very  happy  in  their 
amours.  I  pretended,  however,  out  of  complaisance,  to  believe  all  that 
my  master  said.  I  did  more ;  I  extoUed  the  discernment  and  taste  of 
Euphrasia,  and  ¥ras  even  impudent  enough  to  affirm,  that  she  could  not 
have  a  more  amiable  gallant. 

Ibe  good  old  gentleman  did  not  perceive  that  I  had  made  g^me  of 
him ;  but.  on  the  contrary  applauded  my  good  sense.  80  true  it  is,  that 
a  sycophant  may  run  any  risk  with  the  great,  who  swallow  all  kinds  of 
flattery,  let  it  be  ever  so  absurd.  The  old  man  having  written  his  letter, 
pvilled  some  hairs  out  of  his  beard  with  a  pair  of  pincers,  cleaned  his  eyes 
of  a  thick  gum  that  filled  them,  washed  his  ears  and  hands,  and  after 
having  performed  his  ablutions,  painted  his  whiskers,  eyebrows,  and  hair, 
of  a  black  colour ;  continuing  longer  at  his  toilet  than  an  old  widow  who 
studies  to  hide  the  outrages  of  time  upon  her.  Just  as  he  had  done  dres« 
sing,  another  gentleman  in  years,  one  of  his  friends,  entered,  whose  name 
was  the  count  d'Asumar.  But  he,  far  from  concealing  his  grey  hairs, 
supported  himself  on  a  cane,  and  seemed  to  glory  in  his  old  age,  rather 
than  in  appearing  young.     "  Signor  Pacheco,"  said  he,  as  he  came  in» 


« I  im  oome  to  ditw  with  yoa."— "  Too  an  Twy  welcome,  oooat,"  an- 
Bwmd  my  master.  MeanwhUe,  having  embraoed  one  another,  they  ut 
down,  and  entered  into  oonTeraation  tUl  dinner  waa  ready. 

The  iiMooune  tamed  at  flret  upon  a  bull-fea«t  which  had  been  cele- 
brated a  few  daya  before :  and  as  they  mentioned  the  oavaUerB  who  bad 
shown  the  greatest  yigour  and  add^eB^  the  old  count,  like  another  Neslor, 
who,  from  talking  of  the  present,  always  took  ocoaeioQ  to  praise  the  paal, 
sold,  with  a  sigh,  "  Alas !  I  seo  no  men  now-a-daya  oomparobLe  to  those  1 
haye  known  heretofore ;  and  the  tournaments  are  not  perfonned  with  half 
the  magnifloenoe  that  they  were  when  I  waa  a  young  man."  I  laughed 
within  myself  at  the  prejndica  of  honest  Signor  d'Asnmar,  who  did  not 
confine  it  to  tonmamenia  only,  but,  I  remember,  when  the  dessert  was  set 
fpon  the  table,  seeing  some  fine  peaohee  aerred  np,  he  observed,  "  In  my 


(fane  tti*  psMbea  wen  mooh  larger  than  they  are  at  preseot;  natare 
degenerates  every  day." — "  At  that  rate,"  said  Don  Oonaale^  smiling^ 
''the  peaches  of  Adam's  time  must  bare  been  wonderfully  large." 

Count  d'Asnmar  stayed  almost  the  whole  day  with  my  master,  who  no 
■OMser  found  himself  disengaged,  tham  he  went  out,  biaiding  me  foUoir 
him.  He  went  to  Es^^raaia'a,  who  lodged  at  the  distance  of  a  hondred 
paeee  from  our  heose,  and  fiinnd  her  in  a  very  handsome  apartmenL  She 
waa  gaily  diceaed,  and  had  snob  a  yoatbfUl  air,  that  I  oonolnded  she  was 
«Dder  aga,  althoagh  she  waa  good  thirty  yeora  old  at  least  She  waa 
nally  buidaama,.  and  her  ondentanding  soon  raised  my  admiratiDn,  tat 
abe  waa  aaa»  of  Iboae  ooqnettes  who  hare  nothing  to  iMcmuDend  tbara 
bnt  idle  nhaldty  and  lose  behnioor ;  she  was  modest  in  her  manmersi 
M  wtH  as  in  hv  Dosrenation,  and  talked  with  a  great  deal  of  wit,  withoat 
tiw  laaat  idfeatBtum.  "OhheaTenI"  aaid  X  to  mysoU;  "  is  it  posdble  that 
mgafjUQt  muk  dsUc^^oaii  be  a  lady  of  plemn!"    I  im^ined  that 


272  «oo"t  tv.— cftAP  VII. 

impudence  wae  inseparable  firom  all  women  of  her  profession,  and  was  asto- 
nished to  see  one  with  the  appearance  of  modesty ;  not  reflecting  that 
these  princesses  know  how  to  assume  any  shape,  and  accommodate  them- 
selves to  the  characters  of  the  people  of  fortune  and  nobility  that  fell  into 
their  hands.  When  their  gallanto  are  pleased  with  fire  and  transport,  they 
are  brisk  and  petulant ;  and  with  those  who  love  reserve,  practise  a  pru- 
dent and  virtuous  behaviour :  they  are  the  true  chameleons,  who  change 
colour,  according  to  the  humour  and  disposition  of  the  men  whom  they 
approach. 

Don  Gonzales  was  none  of  those  noblemen  who  are  taken  with  your 
bold  beauties :  he  could  not  bear  ladies  of  that  class ;  on  the  contrary, 
could  relish  no  woman,  unless  she  had  the  appearance  of  a  vestal. 
Euphrasia,  therefore,  modelled  herself  accordingly,  and  showed  that  all 
the  good  actresses  are  not  employed  in  the  theatre.  Leaving  my  master 
vnth  his  nymph,  I  went  down  stairs  mto  a  hall,  where  I  found  an  old 
chambermaid,  whom  I  had  known  a  waiting-woman  to  an  actress. 
Recollecting  me  immediately,  she  said,  "  What  i  is  it  you,  Gil  Bias  ?  you 
have  quitted  Arsenia  it  seems,  as  I  did  Constantia." — "  Yes  truly," 
answered  I,  "  it  is  a  long  time  since  I  left  her,  and  went  to  serve  a  young 
lady  of  feshion.  A  player's  life  is  not  to  my  taste ;  and  therefore  I  dis- 
missed myself,  without  deigning  to  come  to  the  least  explanation  with 
Arsenia." — "  You  were  in  the  right,"  replied  the  chambermaid,  whose 
name  was  Beatrice ;  "I  served  Constantia  pretty  much  in  the  same 
manner :  one  morning  early  I  gave  in  my  accounts  very  coldly,  which 
she  received  without  uttering  one  syllable,  and  so  we  parted  cavalierly 
enough." 

"  I  am  extremely  glad,"  said  I,  "  that  we  now  meet  in  a  more  honour- 
able house :  Donna  Euphrasia  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  woman  of  feshion, 
and  I  believe  her  character  is  very  good." — "  You  are  not  at  all  mistaken," 
said  the  old  waiting- woman ;  "she  is  of  a  very  good  family;  and  as  for 
her  temper,  I  can  assure  you  there  never  ¥ras  one  more  equal  and  sweet. 
She  is  none  of  those  passionate  and  difficult  mistresses,  who  find  feult  with 
every  thing,  scold  incessantly,  torment  their  domestics,  and,  in  one  word 
make  a  hell  of  their  service.  I  never  once  heard  her  grumble ;  but  when 
1  happen  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  her  inclination,  she  reproves  me 
without  rage,  and  never  lets  one  of  those  epithets  escape  her,  of  whidi 
your  violent  dames  are  so  liberal." — "  My  master,"  I  resumed,  **  is  also 
yery  sweet  tempered  :  he  is  the  best  natured  mortal  aUve ;  and  therefore 
you  and  I  are  much  more  happy  than  when  we  were  in  the  service  of 
actresses." — "  A  thousand  times  more  happy !"  replied  Beatrice :  "  instead 
of  leading  a  life  of  noise  and  tumult,  I  now  live,  as  it  were,  in  a  retreat. 


Vo  mail  esters  thew  dows  but  Signor  Don  OouMlas.  I  slinU  see 
tubodj  but  70U  in  my  lolitnde,  for  which  I  am  not  at  all  aanj ;  for  I 
hare  bad  an  affection  for  yon  a  long  time,  and  mora  than  once,  enTiad 
the  happjncu  of  Laura,  in  haTiog;  yon  for  a  gallant.     But,  in  abort,  Z 


hope  to  be  as  happy  as  she  ;  tot,  though  I  hara  neither  her  yonth  nox 
her  beaaty,  by  way  of  amends,  I  bate  coqnetry,  and  am  as  fiuthfnl  as 
a  Uirtle." 

As  honeat  Beatrice  was  one  of  those  who  an  obliged  to  make  a  tender  of 
their  fitTODTi,  beeaiue  nobody  will  ask  them,  I  was  not  at  all  tempt<'d  to 
profit  by  her  adnncea :  J  did  ort  desire,  howerer,  that  she  should  perceire 
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my  oontonpt,  and  wu  even  polite  enough  to  express  myself  in  such  a 
manner,  as  that  she  did  not  lose  aU  hopes  of  engaging  my  heart.  I  imagined 
then,  that  I  had  made  a  conquest  of  an  old  chambermaid,  bat  happened  on 
this  occasion  to  be  deceived :  she  did  not  behave  in  this  manner  to  me  for 
my  sake  only ;  her  desigpi  was  to  inspire  me  with  love,  that  she  might  bring 
me  over  to  the  interest  of  her  mistress,  for  whom  she  was  so  zealous,  that 
she  did  not  mind  what  it  cost  her  in  promoting  her  advantage.  I  found 
my  error  next  morning,  when  I  carried  a  hUlet-doux  from  my  master  to 
Euphrasia.  That  lady  gave  me  a  most  gracious  reception,  and  said  a 
thousand  obliging  things,  in  which  she  was  joined  by  her  maid  ;  one  admi- 
ring my  physiognomy,  while  the  other  observed  in  me  an  air  of  prudence 
and  sagacity.  According  to  them,  Signor  Don  Gonzales  possessed  a  treasure 
in  having  such  a  valeL  In  a  word,  they  praised  me  so  much,  that  I 
suspected  their  applause,  and  even  discerned  the  motives  of  it;  but 
I  received  it,  in  appearance,  with  all  the  simplicity  of  a  fool,  and 
by  this  counterplot  actually  deceived  the  sharpers,  who,  at  last  pulled 
off  the  mask. 

"  Hark'ee,  Gil  Bias,"  said  Euphrasia  to  me ;  "it  depends  upon  thyself 
to  make  thy  fortune.  Let  us  act  in  concert,  my  friend.  Don  Gonzales 
is  old,  and  his  constitution  so  crazy,  that  the  least  touch  oi  a  fever, 
assisted  by  an  able  physician,  will  carry  him  off.  Let  us  make  the  best 
of  the  litUe  time  he  has  left,  and  exert  ourselves  so  that  he  may  leave  the 
best  part  of  his  estate  to  me.  Thou  shalt  have  a  good  share  of  the  booty, 
and  thou  mayest  depend  upon  my  promise,  as  much  as  if  I  had  made  it 
before  all  the  notaries  of  Madrid." — "Madam,"  answered  I,  "you  may 
command  your  humble  servant.  You  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  prescribe 
my  conduct,  and  you  shall  be  satisfied."-— "  Very  wdl,"  she  replied; 
'*  thou  must  observe  thy  master,  and  give  me  an  account  of  all  his  proceed- 
ings :  when  you  talk  to  him  in  private,  don't  fail  to  turn  the  conversa- 
tion upon  women,  and  from  thence  artfully  take  occasion  to  speak  well  of 
me.  Ry  him  with  Euphrasia  as  much  as  possible ;  and  I  again  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  be  very  attentive  to  what  passes  in  the  family  of  the 
Pachecos :  if  you  perceive  that  any  relation  of  Don  Gonzales  is  extremely 
officious  about  him,  and  aims  at  the  succession  to  his  estate,  acquaint  me 
with  it  immediately ;  that  is  all  I  ask,  and  I  warrant  to  send  him  adrift 
in  a  very  little  time ;  for  I  know  the  different  diaracters  f»f  his  rela- 
tions, and  the  ridiculoua  lights  in  which  they  may  be  represented  to  him ; 
having  already  prejudiced  him  pretty  successfully  against  all  his  nephews 
and  cousins." 

By  these  instructions,  and  others  which  Euphrasia  added,  I  concluded, 
that  this  lady  was  one  of  those  who  attadicd  themselves  to  generous  old 
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men.  She  had  lately  prevailed  upon  Don  Gonzales  to  BeQ  ail  estate,  the 
price  of  which  she  had  converted  to  her  own  use ;  she  extorted  from  him 
valuahles  every  day,  and,  besides,  had  reason  to  hope  that  she  would  not 
be  forgotten  in  his  will.  I  pretended  to  engage  willingly  to  do  all  that  she 
desired ;  and»  dissimulation  apart,  doubted  within  myself,  on  my  return 
home,  whether  I  should  contribute  to  impose  upon  my  master,  or  under* 
take  to  detach  him  from  his  mistress.  Ilie  last  of  these  resolutions  seemed 
more  honourable  than  the  other,  and  I  felt  myself  more  inclined  to  fulfil 
than  betray  my  duty :  besides,  Euphrasia  had  made  me  no  positive  promise* 
and  that,  perhaps,  was  the  occasion  of  my  fidelity's  remaining  uncorrupted. 
I  resolved,  therefore,  to  serve  Don  Gonzales  with  zeal,  persuading 
myself,  that  if  I  should  be  lucky  enough  to  divert  his  afieotion  from  his 
idol,  I  should  be  better  rewarded  for  this  good  action  than  for  all  the  bad 
ones  T  could  commit. 

That  I  might  the  more  easily  accomplish  what  I  proposed,  I  showed 
myself  entirely  devoted  to  the  service  of  Donna  Euphrasia ;  I  made  her 
believe,  that  I  spoke  of  her  incessantly  to  my  master ;  and  accordingly 
mvented  fables,  which  she  took  for  sterling  truth.  I  insinuated  myself  so 
much  into  her  good  graees,  that  she  thought  me  entirely  in  her  interest ; 
and  still  the  better  to  impose  upon  her,  affected  to  appear  in  love  with 
Beatrice,  who  ravished  to  see,  at  her  age,  a  young  Idver  at  her  beck,  did 
not  much  mind  being  deceived,  provided  she  was  deceived  agreeably. 
When  my  master  and  I  were  each  with  his  own  princess,  we  composed  two 
very  different  pictures  in  the  same  taste.  Don  Gonzales,  pale  and  withered 
as  I  have  represented  him,  when  he  attempted  to  ogle,  looked  like  a  wretch 
in  his  last  agonies ;  and  my  infanta,  in  proportion  to  the  seeming  increase 
of  my  passion,  assumed  still  more  and  more  childish  airs,  and  practised 
all  the  artifice  of  an  old  coquette,  which  she  had  been  learning  forty  years 
at  least ;  having  been  refined  in  the  service  of  some  of  those  heroines  of 
gallantry,  who  can  please  even  in  their  old  age  and  die  loaded  with  the 
spoEs  of  two  or  three  generations. 

I  was  not  satisfied  with  following  my  master,  every  evening  to  the 
house  of  Euphrasia ;  I  sometimes,  went  thither  alone,  by  day ;  but  at  what 
hour  soever  I  went  in,  I  never  met  with  any  man,  or  woman  either,  of  a 
suspicious  appearance ;  nor  could  I  discover  the  least  trace  of  infidelity : 
a  circumstance  that  surprised  me  not  a  little ;  for  T  could  not  imagine 
that  such  a  handsome  lady  could  be  exactly  true  to  Don  Gonzales.  And 
in  this,  surely,  my  judgment  was  not  too  rash ;  for  the  fair  Euphrasia  (as 
you  will  presently  see,)  that  she  might  wait  with  tbe  more  patience  for 
my  roaster's  estate,  was  provided  with  a  lover  more  agreeable  to  a  womsi 
of  her  age. 
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One  morning,  when  I  carried,  as  usttal,  a  letter  to  the  princess,  I  per* 
oeived,  while  I  was  in  her  chamber,  the  feet  of  a  man  concealed  behind 
the  tapestry.  I  went  away,  without  seeming  to  obserye  them ;  but 
although  1  ought  not  to  be  surprised  at  this  object,  which  was  no  business 
of  mine,  I  did  not  faO  to  resent  it.  "  Ah,  perfidious  wretch !"  said  I  to 
myself,  in  a  passion ;  "  Ah,  wicked  Euphrasia !  thou  art  not  satisfied  with 
imposing  upon  a  good  old  gentleman,  by  persuading  him  that  he  is 
beloved,  but  thou  must  also  crown  thy  perfidy  by  abandoning  thyself  to 
another  !*'  What  a  fool  was  I,  now  I  think  on  it,  to  moralise  in  this 
manner !  I  ought  rather  to  have  laughed  at  the  adventure,  and  looked 
upon  it  as  a  compensation  for  the  tiresome  languid  moments  she  underwent 
in  her  commerce  with  my  master :  I  should,  at  least,  have  done  better  in 
holding  my  tongue,  than  in  seizing  this  occasion  of  acting  the  conscientious 
valet ;  but  instead  of  moderating  my  zeal,  I  entered  warmly  into  the  interest 
of  Don  Gonzales,  to  whom  I  made  a  faithful  report  of  what  I  had  seen ;  I 
even  added,  that  Euphrasia  wanted  to  seduce  me ;  I  concealed  nothing  of 
what  she  had  said  on  that  occasion,  and  it  was  his  own  fault  if  he  was  not 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  character  of  his  mistress.  He  was  confounded 
at  the  information ;  and  a  small  emotion  of  wrath  that  appeared  on  his 
countenance  seemed  to  presage  that  the  lady  should  not  be  unfaithful  to 
him  with  impunity.  *'  Enough,  Gil  Bias,*'  said  he,  *'  I  am  extremely  sen- 
sible of  thy  attachment,  and  pleased  with  thy  fidelity ;  I  will  go  instantly  to 
Euphrasia,  load  her  with  reproaches,  and  break  for  ever  with  the  ungrateful 
creature."  So  saying,  he  went  out  accordingly,  and  dispensed  with  my 
attendance,  that  he  might  spare  me  the  disagreeable  part  I  had  to  play 
during  their  eclaircissement. 

I  waited  for  my  master's  return  with  a  world  of  impatience,  not  doubt- 
ing, that  as  he  had  so  much  cause  to  complain  of  his  nymph,  he  would 
come  back  altogether  detached  from  her  allurements.  On  this  supposition, 
I  applauded  myself  for  what  I  had  done ;  I  repi:esented  to  myself  the  satis- 
faction which  the  natural  heirs  of  Don  Gonzales  would  have,  when  they 
learned  that  their  kinsman  was  no  longer  the  sport  of  a  passion  so  contrary 
to  their  interests :  I  flattered  myself,  that  they  would  consider  me  for  it, 
and,  in  short,  that  I  had  distinguished  myself  from  other  valets,  who  are 
usually  more  apt  to  encourage  their  masters  in  debauchery  than  to  reclaim 
them,  I  was  in  love  with  honour,  and  reflected,  with  pleasure,  that  I  should 
pass  for  the  Coryphaeus  of  all  domestics.  But  this  idea,  agreeable  as  it  was, 
vanished  in  a  few  hours ;  when  my  patron  arriving,  said,  "  Friend,  I  have 
had  a  very  sharp  conversation  with  Euphrasia,  who  affirms  that  thou  hast 
misrepresented  her,  and  art,  if  she  is  to  be  believed,  no  other  than  an  impos- 
tor, altogether  devoted  to  my  nephews,  out  of  regard  to  whom  thou  sparest 


nothing  to  make  me  qnarrel  vith  her.  I  beiw  real  tean  triokle  from  her 
eyes,  and  she  swore,  hy  all  that  was  ucred,  that  she  nerer  made  any  pro- 
posal to  thee,  nor  erer  sees  a  tnan  ;  BeatrioB,  vho  seems  to  be  a  good  girl, 
protested  the  same  thing,  in  lach  a  manner,  that  my  anger  was  appeased, 
in  spite  of  my  teeth." 

"Now,  sir,"  said  I,  interrupting  him,  in  a  Borrowfal  mannerj  "  do  yon 
donht  my  sincerity  t  do  yoB  diBtrait  "  ■  "  No,  ohild,"  eaid  he,  inter- 
rupting me  in  his  tnm,  "  I  do  thee  all  mimner  of  jostioe :  I  don't  beUeve 
thee  in  a  confederacy  with  my  nephews.  I  am  persnaded  that  thon  art 
ooncemed  for  my  interest  only,  and  I  an.  obliged  to  thee ;  but  appeorancei 
are  deceitful.  Perhaptf  what  thon  sa west  exii  ted  onlyiathiae  own  imagi- 
nation, and,  in  that  cose,  thou  mayest  gness  how  diaagTeeable  thy  accusa- 
tion must  be  to  Eopbrasia.  Be  it  aa  it  may,  she  is  a  person  whom  I 
not  help  loring.  I  must  even  make  the  saorifioe  to  her  which  she  demands, 
and  that  sacrifice  is  thy  dismissioD.  I  am  wrry  tor  it,  my  poor  (HI  Bias,' 
added  he  ;  "  and  I  assure  thee,  I  consented  to  it  with  regret ;  bnt  I  could 
not  do  otherwise.  What  ought  to  console  thee  ia,  that  I  shall  not  send 
thee  away  noreoompeDsed ;  and  I  intend,  moreover,  to  settle  thee  with  a 
lady,  a  friend  of  mine,  where  thon  wilt  live  very  agreeably." 

I  was  very  mnob  mortified  to  see  my  leal  thus  turned  against  myself :  I 
oorsed  Euphrasia,  and  deplored  the  weakness  of  Don  Gonzales,  who  allowed 
himself  to  be  led  by  the  nose.  The  good  old  man  beiag  very  sensible,  that 
ia  turning  me  away,  merely  to  please  his  mistrem,  he  did  not  behave  in 
the  most  manly  manner,  made  amends  for  his  effeminaoy,  and  gilded  the 
pill  I  was  to  swallow  with  a  present  of  fifty  ducats.  Kext  day,  carrying 
me  to  the  Marchioness  of  Chaves,  he  told  her,  in  my  hearing,  that  I  was  a 
young  man  who  possessed  many  good  qualtiee;  that  ha  had  a  regard  for 
me,  bnt  family  reasons  not  permitting  him  to  keep  me  in  his  service,  he 
begged  she  would  admit  me  into  her  family.  She  received  me  that  ioetaat 
into  the  nnmber  of  her  domestics;  so  that  I  fannd  myself  translated,  all  of 
a  sudden,  into  a  new  place. 
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Jl  ait  Uarcbionew  of  CluTea  was  a  widav  of 
,  fire-and  thirty,  handsome,  toll,  and  well- 
shaped,  who  enjoyed  a  yearly  inoome  of  ten 
thousand  dacata,  without  the  care  and  en- 
cumbrance ot  childreo,  I  never  saw  a 
oan  of  more  gravity,  or  one  who  spoke 
legs,  though  tHs  did  not  hinder  her  from 
being  looked  npon  as  the  most  witty  lady 
'  1  Uadrid.  The  great  oonoonrse  of  people 
of  quality  and  men  of  learning  who  daily 
frequeDted  her  licu^e,  coctributed,  perhaps,  more  than  aoything  aho 
aaid,  to  gii'a  her  this  reputation.  But  thia  I  will  not  nndertahe  fa 
decide:  let  it  aofflce  to  aay,  that  her  name  imported  the  idea  of  a  luperior 
genius,  and  that  her  house  was  called,  by  way  of  excellence,  the  court  of 
criticiun 

There  was  aotually  some  performance  or  other  read  here  every  day,  some- 
times new  plays,  and  sometimes  other  pieces  of  poetry ;  but  nothing  except 
serious  subje(:ts  were  deemed  worthy  of  attention,  humoroos  pieces  being 
despised;  the  best  comedy,  or  the  most  ingenions  and  witty  romance, 
was  looked  upon  as  a  feeble  production,  that  deserved  no  pnuse ;  whereas 
the  least  serious  work,  such  as  an  ode,  eclogue,  or  sonnet,  passed  for  the 
greatest  effort  of  human  understanding,  but  it  often  happened  that  the 
public  did  not  coD&nn  the  sentenoe  of  the  court;  on  the  contrary,  was 
sometimes  so  impolite  as  to  hiss  those  pieoes  whioh  had  been  there  very 
much  applauded. 

I  was  chamberlain  in  this  house  ;  that  is,  my  offloe  consisted  in  getting 
everythieg  ready  in  the  aparlmeut  of  my  lady,  for  the  reception  of  com- 
pany, and  to  set  the  chairs  for  the  men,  and  the  cushions  for  the  women ; 


•ftet  wbioh  X  itationed  nyidf  at  the  oliamber'door,  to  annonnoe*  and 
introduce  the  peraoDB  who  arriTed.  While  I  waa  employed  ia  thU  office 
for  the  flnt  time,  tiie  goTenor  of  the  pages,  who,  by  acoident,  waa  in  the 
antechamber  with  me,  desoribed  them  all  very  pleasaoUy,  aa  they  came  in. 
Uia  name  wm  Andrew  Molina,  naturally  dry  and  utirioal,  with  a  good 


ihtre  of  underBtaoding  A.  bishop  being  the  fir^t  who  presented  himself, 
I  announced  him,  and  when  he  waa  entered,  the  goTernor  observed,  "That 
prelate  ia  a  man  of  a  very  pleasant  chnrocter  Having  a  little  credit  at 
court,  he  would  fun  make  every  one  believe  that  he  has  a  great  deal,  and 
offers  his  interest  to  all  the  world,  without  serving  any  body,  One  day, 
meeting  at  court  with  a  gentleman  who  sainted  him,  ba  stopped,  loaded 
him  with  civilities,  and  squeesing  hb  hand,  said,  I  am  wholly  devoted  to 
yooT  service ;  pray,  sir,  put  me  to  the  proof :  I  sbslt  neTn"  die  aatisfied 
until  I  haTe  an  opportunity  of  oUiging  yon.  The  gentleman  baviiig 
thanked  him  in  a  very  grateful  manner,  they  parted,  and  the  prelate  laid 
to  one  of  bis  Mowers,  I  think  I  know  that  man  ;  I  hare  ft  oonfnsed  idea 
of  having  seen  him  somewhere. 
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Immediately  aAet  tbfl  biahop,  the  aon  of  a  grandee  appeared ;  and  vhen 
I  had  introduced  biro  into  my  lady's  ohambet,  "  That  nobleman,"  said 
Molina,  **  is  another  original.  Yon  mnst  know  that  be  goes  often  to  s 
house,  in  order  to  treat  of  some  important  affair,  with  a  gentletnan  who 
lives  in  it,  and  comes  away  without  remembering  to  speak  a  syllable  about 
the  matter.  But,"  added  the  governor,  seeing  two  ladies  advanoe,  "  there 
oomea  Sonna  Angela  de  Fennafield,and  Donna  Uai^arita  de  Uontalvan.two 
ladies  between  whom  there  is  not  the  least  retemblsnce ;  Dodds  Haigarita, 
who  piques  herself  on  being  a  philosopher,  will  undertake  the  most  pro- 
found doeton  of  Solamanoa  in  a  dispat«,  without  suSering  their  argnments 
to  get  tho  better  of  her  argumentation.  As  for  Donoa  Angela,  she  does 
not  afieot  the  lirtuoio,  althongh  her  understanding  is  perfectly  well  oulti- 
Tated  ;  her  oonrersatioQ  is  sensible,  her  sentiments  refined,  and  her  expres- 
sion delicate,  noble,  and  natural."—"  This  last  is  an  amiable  oharacter," 
said  I  to  Uolina,  "but  the  other,  in  roy  opinion,  is  inconsistent  with  the 
fair  sex."—"  Not  very  oonsiatent,"  he  replied  with  a  sneer,  "  and  even  a 
great  many  men  sie  rendered  ridionlons  by  such  a  dieposition.  Uadam, 
the  marchioness,  onr  lady,"  continued  he,  "  is  aim  a  little  tainted  with 
philosophy.  What  wranglieg  there  will  be  here  to-day  !  Qod  grant  that 
religion  may  not  be  concerned  in  the  dispute." 

As  he  spoke  these  words,  we  perceived  a  me^re  man  come  in,  with  an 
air  of  reserve,  and  grim  coontenance.     Uy  governor  did  not  spore  him  ; 


"  This,"  said  he,  "  is  one  of  your  seiions  wite  wkM  would  fitin  pass  for 
great  geninssws  by  favour  of  a  few  sentences  learned  from  Seneoa,  and  who 
ai«  easily  detected  to  be  fools,  if  you  examine  them  a  little  olosely."  The 
next  that  came  in  was  a  welt-abaped  cavalier,  with  a  Grecian  mien,  that 
is,  a  very  self-su£Scient  appearance :  when  I  asked  who  he  was,  iUolina 
answered,  "  He  is  a  dramatic  poet,  who  has  composed,  in  his  time,  a  hun- 
dred thousand  verses,  which  never  brought  him  in  fourpenoe;  but  in  recom- 
pense for  that,  he  has  procured  a  considerable  setllement,  by  six  lines  of  prose. 


'  I  VBs  going  to  infbnn  myself  of  the  natore  of  a  forttma  got  so  OMily, 
when  I  heard  a  great  noise  on  the  staircase.  "Qood!"  aiedthegoTonor, 
"  there  comes  the  licentiate  Camparino,  who  gives  notice  of  his  approach, 


before  he  appears,  and,  begiomog  to  talk  at  the  street-door,  oontinues 
inthont  iDtennission  until  he  goes  away."  Sure  enough,  the  vhole  honse 
rang  again  with  the  voice  of  the  thundering  licentiate,  who,  at  length, 
entered  the  antechamber,  with  a  bachelor  of  his  acquaintance,  and  did 
not  leave  off  speaking  all  the  time  his  visit  lasted.  "  Signer  Camparino," 
said  I  to  Uolina,  "seems  to  be  a  great  genius." — "Yes,"  replied  my 
governor,  "  he  has  some  bright  sallies,  quaint  expressions,  and  a  good 
deal  of  humour;  but,  over  and  above  his  being  an  unconscionable  talker, 
he  does  not  fail  to  make  repetitions ;  and,  not  to  over-rate  his  talents,  I 
believe  the  agreeable  and  comic  sir,  with  which  he  seaaons  everything 
he  says,  constitutes  his  chief  merit ;  for  the  greatest  part  of  his  strokes 
would  do  no  great  honour  to  a  collection  of  witticisms." 

Abundance  of  other  people  came  in,  of  whom  Molina  made  very  humo- 
rous pictures,  among  which  he  did  not  fbi^t  that  of  the  marchioness. 
"  I  assure  you,"  said  he,  "  our  patroness  is  a  lady  of  a  very  even  temper, 
in  spite  of  all  her  philosophy.  She  is  not  at  all  difficult  to  please,  and 
one  undergoes  very  few  caprices  in  her  service.  She  is  one  of  the  most 
reasonable  women  of  quality  I  know,  and  is  even  without  passion ;  aha 
has  as  little  taste  for  {^lantry  as  for  play,  and  loves  conversation  only ; 
in  short,  most  ladies  would  think  her  way  of  life  insupportably  tiresome." 
The  governor,  by  this  eulogium,  prepossessed  me  in  favour  of  mj  mis- 
tress ;  nevertheless,  some  days  after,  I  could  not  help  suspecting  that  aha 
was  not  such  an  enemy  to  love :  and  I  will  declare  oa  what  foundation 
my  suspicion  was  built. 

One  morning,  while  she  was  at  her  toilet,  a  little  man  presented  himself 
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to  me«  about  forty  yean  M,  of  a  dingreeable  figure,  more  dirty  than  the 
author  of  Pedro  de  Noya,  and  very  much  hump-backed  into  the  bai^gfain. 
When  he  told  me  he  wanted  to  speak  with  the  marchioness^  I  asked  him* 
from  whom  ?  To  which  he  answered,  with  a  haughty  look,  "  From  myself ; 
tell  her,  I  am  the  gentleman  of  whom  she  spoke  yesterday  to  Donna  Anna 
de  Velasco."  I  introduced  him  into  my  lady's  i^Nurtment,  and  signified 
his  arrival ;  upon  which  she  immediately  exclaimed  in  a  transport  of  joy ; 
*'  Show  him  in."  She  not  only  gave  him  a  favourable  reception,  but  like- 
wise ordered  all  her  women  out  of  her  room ;  so  that  the  little  hunch-back* 
more  happy  than  an  honester  man,  remained  alone  with  her ;  while  the 
chambermaids  and  I  made  ourselves  merry  with  this  fine  tite^A-tite  that 
lasted  near  an  hour ;  after  which,  my  patroness  dismissed  the  crook-back* 
loaded  with  civilities,  that  showed  how  well  she  was  satisfied  with  his 
conversation,  which*  in  effect,  captivated  her  so  much,  that  she  told  me  one 
evening,  in  private,  "  Gil  Bias,  when  the  man  with  the  hump  returns,  bring 
him  into  my  apartment  as  secretly  as  possible."  I  obeyed,  and  when  the 
little  man  came  back  next  morning,  conducted  him,  by  a  private  staircase* 
to  my  lady's  chamber.  I  performed  the  same  office  most  devoutly,  two  or 
three  times,  without  suspecting  that  there  could  be  any  gallantry  in  the  case. 
But  the  malignity  which  is  so  natural  to  mankind  soon  inq;>ired  me  with 
strange  ideas,  and  I  concluded  that  the  inclination  of  the  marchioness  was 
either  very  whimsical,  or  that  the  hunch-back  acted  the  part  of  a  go-between. 
Prepossessed  with  this  opinion,  I  often  said  to  myself, '  If  my  lady  is  in 
love  with  a  handsome  man,  I  forgive  her ;  but  if  she  is  captivated  by  this 
baboon,  truly  I  cannot  excuse  the  depravity  of  her  taste."  How  much  was 
I  mistaken  in  my  patroness !  the  little  hunch- back  dabbled  in  magic,  and 
as  his  skill  bad  been  extolled  to  the  marchioness,  who  willingly  listened  to 
the  ddusions  of  such  impostors,  she  honoured  him  with  these  private  con- 
versations, in  which  he  showed  her  things  in  a  glass,  taught  her  to  turn  the 
sieve,  and  for  money  revealed  all  the  mysteries  of  the  cabala.  Or 
rather,  to  speak  truly,  he  was  a  sharper  who  sulMasted  at  the  expense  of 
credulous  people,  and  was  said  to  have  several  women  of  quality  under 
tontributioii* 


6 — ^-^gzz:^ 


CHAPTER  IX. 


HAD  alieadj  lived  siz  months  with  the 
HarchionesB  d«  Chaves,  and,  I  confess,  wu 
satisfied  with  mj  condition ;  but  the  destanj 
I  had  to  fulfil  would  not  permit  me  to  live 
longer  in  that  lady's  house,  nor  even  in 
Madrid :  I  will  therefore  recount  the  adven- 
ture that  obliged  me  to  remove  from  both. 

Among  my  lady's  maids,  there  was  one 
called  Portia,  who,  betvides  her  youth  and 
beauty, possessed  such  on  amiable  character, 
that  I  attached  myself  to  her,  without  knowing  that  I  must  dispnte  her 
heart  with  a  rival.  The  secretary  of  the  marchioness,  who  was  a  proud 
man,  and  very  much  addicted  to  jealousy,  being  captivated  with  my  princess, 
no  sooner  perceived  my  passion,  than  (without  endeavouring  to  find  out  my 
reception  with  Portia)  be  resolved  to  fight  me  in  single  combat,  and  for  this 
purpose  appointed  me  to  meet  him  one  morning,  in  a  private  place.  As 
he  was  alittle  man,  whose  bead  scarcely  reached  my  shoulders,  imd  seemed 
at  the  same  time  very  weak,  I  did  not  think  him  a  very  dangerous  rival, 
but  repaired  with  great  confidence  to  the  place  appointed,  in  hopes  of  gain- 
ing an  easy  victory,  and  making  a  merit  of  it  with  Portia :  hut  the  event 
did  not  answer  my  expectation.  The  little  secretary,  who  had  been  two  or 
three  years  at  the  fencing-school,  disarmed  me  like  an  infant,  and  holding 
the  point  of  the  sword  to  my  throat,  "  Prepare,"  said  be, "  for  the  mortal 
blow,  or  give  me  thy  word  of  honour  that  thon  wilt  this  day  quit  ^m 
service  of  the  Uarchioness  de  Chares,  and  never  more  think  of  Portia." 
I  made  bim  that  promise,  and  kept  it  without  reluctance  ;  being  ashamed 
to  appear  before  Uie  rest  of  the  servants,  afW  my  defeat,  especially  before 
the  ftar  Helen  who  had  been  the  cause  of  oar  duel.    Uj  sola  int^tion  in 
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returning  to  the  house  was  to  carry  off  my  goods  and  money,  which  havmg 
done,  I  set  out  the  same  day  for  Toledo,  my  purse  being  pretty  well  for- 
nisbed,  and  my  back  loaded  with  a  handle  composed  of  my  whole  wearing 
apparel :  for  though  I  had  not  engaged  to  quit  Madrid,  I  thought  proper 
to  leave  it,  at  least  for  some  years ;  and  formed  the  resolution  of  making 
the  tour  of  Spain,  and  of  halting  at  every  town.  **  The  money  I  have," 
said  I  to  myself,  "  will  carry  me  a  great  way ;  for  I  don't  intend  to  be 
extravagant,  and  when  I  have  no  more,  I  will  betake  myself  again  to  service. 
A  young  man  of  my  accomplishments  will  find  places  in  abundance,  when- 
ever he  pleases  to  go  in  quest  of  them." 

I  longed  fli  particular,  to  see  Toledo,  wbither  I  arrived  al  the  end  of 
three  days,  and  took  up  my  lodging,  at  a  good  inn,  where  I  passed  for  a 
gentleman  of  consequence,  by  the  favour  of  my  intriguing  dress,  which  I 
did  not  fail  to  put  on,  and  by  the  foppish  airs  which  I  affected.  It  was 
in  my  own  option  to  establish  a  correspondence  with  some  handsome  women 
who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood ;  but  understanding  that  I  must  begin  by 
spending  a  good  deal  of  mcMiey  upon  them,  I  bridled  my  desires  and  feeling 
a  strong  inclination  for  travelling,  after  having  seen  every  thing  that  was 
curious  in  Toledo,  1  left  it  one  morning  by  break  of  day,  and  took  the  road 
to  Cuenca,  with  an  intention  to  go  to  Arragon.  On  the  second  day  of  my 
journey,  I  went  into  an  inn  on  the  road,  and  just  as  I  sat  down  to  refresh 
myself,  a  company  of  soldiers  belonging  to  the  holy  brotherhood  came  in, 
and  calling  for  wine,  fell  to  drinking.  While  they  were  over  their  cups, 
I  heard  them  describe  a  young  man  whom  they  had  orders  to  apprehend. 
"  The  gentleman,"  said  one  of  tbem,  **  is  not  more  than  twenty  years  of 
age,  has  long  black  hair»  a  good  shape,  an  aquiline  nose,  and  is  mounted 
on  a  bay  horse." 

1  listened  without  seeming  to  give  attention  to  what  they  said,  and  truly 
I  did  not  concern  myself  much  about  the  matter.  Leaving  them  in  the 
inn,  I  set  forward  on  my  journey,  and  had  not  walked  a  quarter  of  a  league, 
when  I  met  a  young  gentleman  of  a  good  mien,  mounted  on  a  chesnut- 
coloured  horse.  "  Upon  my  faith !"  said  I  to  myself,  "  this  is  the  man  who 
the  soldiers  are  in  search  of :  he  has  long  black  hair,  and  an  aquiline  nose. 
I  must  do  him  a  good  office.  Sir,"  said  I  to  him,  "  give  me  leave  to  ask 
whether  or  not  you  have  some  affair  of  honour  on  your  hands  ?"  The 
young  gentleman,  without  making  any  reply,  looked  earnestly  at  me,  and 
seemed  surprised  at  my  question.  Upon  which  I  assured  him,  that  it  was 
not  out  of  curiosity  that  I  had  addressed  him  in  this  manner ;  and  he  was 
very  well  convinced  of  it,  when  I  told  him  what  I  had  overheard  at  the  inn. 
*'  GoierouB  stranger,"  said  he,  "  I  wiU  not  deny  that  I  have  reason  to 
believe  myself  the  person  whom  those  soldiers  want  toapprehrad ;  and  will 
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therefore  take  another  road  in  order  to  avoid  them.  **  It  is  my  opinion^** 
1  replied,  "  that  we  should  immediately  seek  some  place  where  you  may  be 
secure,  and  where  we  may  be  sheltered  from  that  storm  which  I  see  brew- 
ing in  the  air,  and  which  will  burst  very  soon."  At  that  instant  we  disco* 
vered  and  repaired  to  a  tufted  alley  of  trees,  that  conducted  us  to  the  foot  of 
a  mountain  where  we  found  an  hermitage. 

It  was  a  large  deep  grotto,  that  time  had  scooped  in  the  rock,  to  which 
the  art  of  man  had  added  a  kind  of  front,  built  of  pebbles  and  shell- work, 
and  quite  covered  with  turf :  the  adjacent  field  was  strewed  with  a  thou- 
sand sort  of  flowers  that  perfumed  the  air,  and,  hard  by  the  grotto,  we 
perceived  a  little  openiog  in  the  rock,  from  whence  issued,  with  pleasing 
sound,  a  spring  of  water  that  ran  winding  along  a  meadow.  At  the  entrance 
of  this  solitary  habitation  appeared  a  holy  hermit,  stooping  under  the  weight 
of  old  age,  supporting  himself  with  a  staff  in  one  hand,  and  holding  in  the 
other  a  rosary  of  large  beads,*  composed  of  twenty  courses  at  least.  His 
head  was  buried  in  a  brown  woollen  cap  with  long  ears,  and  his  beard, 
whiter  than  snow,  came  down  to  his  middle.  When  we  approached  him, 
•*  Father,"  said  I.  ''be  so  good  as  to  favour  us  with  shelter  from  the  impend- 
ing storm." — '•  Enter,  my  children,"  replied  the  anchorite,  after  having 
observed  me  attentively,"  this  hermitage  is  at  your  service ;  and  you  may 
stay  here  as  long  as  you  please.  As  for  your  horse,"  added  he,  pointing 
to  the  forepart  of  his  habitation,  "  he  will  be  very  ^eU  accomodated  in  that 
place.  The  gentleman  who  accompanied  me  disposed  of  his  beast  accord- 
ingly, and  then  we  followed  the  old  man  into  the  grotto,  which  as  soon  as 
we  had  entered,  a  great  shower  fell,  mingled  with  flashes  of  lightning  and 
dreadful  claps  of  thunder.  The  hermit  fell  on  his  knees  before  an  image  of 
St  Pacomo  *,  which  was  glued  to  the  wall,  and  we  followed  his  example. 
Meanwhile,  the  thunder  ceased,  and  we  got  up ;  but  as  the  rain  continued, 
and  the  day  was  far  spent,  "  My  children,"  said  the  old  man,  "  I  would  not 
advise  you  to  proceed  on  your  journey  in  such  weather,  unless  you  have 
some  pressing  afiJEur."  The  young  man  and  I  replied,  that  we  had  none 
that  hindered  us  from  halting ;  and  that,  if  we  were  not  afraid  of  incommo- 
ding him,  we  would  beg  leave  to  pass  the  night  in  his  hermitage.  "  You 
won't  incommode  me  in  the  least,"  said  the  hermit,  "  but  will  have  reason 
to  complain  of  your  lodging ;  for  you  must  lie  hard,  and  I  have  nothing  to 
ofier  you  but  anchorite's  fare." 

80  sa3dn^,  the  holy  man  made  us  sit  down  at  a  small  table,  and  pre- 

*  St.  Pacomo  was  an  Egyptian,  who  lived  in  the  fourth  century,  and  founded 
several  monasteries,  consisting  of  between  twelve  and  lixteen  hundred  monks  each : 
his  faith  is  said  to  have  been  so  effectual,  that  he  walked  among  serpents,  unhurt 
and  when  he  had  occasion  to  cross  the  Nile,  was  transported  from  one  side  to  the 
other  on  the  back  of  a  crocodile. 
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senting  ua  witb  %  tew  onions,  a  crust  of  bread,  and  a  piteiber  <^  vater, 
"  My  sons,"  said  he,  "  jou  see  my  usual  repast ;  but  to-day  I  will  oom- 
mit  an  excess  out  of  regard  to  you."  He  dien  brought  a  little  eheese, 
with  two  handfuls  of  filberts,  and  spread  them  upon  the  table.  The  yoimg 
man,  who  had  no  great  appetite,  did  not  much  honour  to  the  feast;  upon 
which  the  hermit  obsaired  to  him,  "  I  perceive  that  you  are  accustomed 
to  better  tables  than  mine,  or  rather,  tiiat  sensuality  has  corrupted  your 
natural  taste.  I  have  been  in  the  world,  as  you  are  now :  the  most 
delicate  viands,  the  most  exquisite  ragouts,  were  not  too  good  for  my 
palate :  but  since  I  have  hved  in  solitude,  I  have  retrieved  the  former 
purity  of  my  taste,  aud  at  present  can  relish  nothing  but  roots,  fruits,  milk : 
in  a  word,  that  which  composed  the  nourishment  of  our  first  parente." 

While  he  spoke  in  this  manner,  the  young  man  sunk  into  a  profound 
reverie,  which  the  hermit  perceiving,  "  My  son,"  said  he  to  him,  *'  you 
have  an  oppression  on  your  spirite ;  may  I  not  know  the  cause?  unbosom 
yourself  to  me.  It  id  not  curiosity,  but  charity  alone  that  animates  my 
request.  I  am  of  age  to  give  advice ;  and  perhaps  your  situation  requires 
it." — "  Yes,  father,"  replied  the  cavalier,  with  a  si^'h,  "  I  have,  doubtless, 
occasion  for  advice,  and  I  will  follow  yours,  since  you  are  so  good  as  to 
offer  it;  I  believe  I  run  no  risk  in  discovering  myself  to  a  man  of  your 
character." — "  No,  my  son,"  said  the  senior,  "  you  have  nothing  to  fear 
on  that  score,  and  may  safely  trust  me  with  any  secret."  In  this  confi- 
dence tbe  cavalier  spolie  as  follows. 


CHAPTER  X. 


SBK  RTQBT  or  IMHI  ALPBQHBO  *KD  THB  PAU 


.t  ^  WILL  conceal  nothing  from  yon,  father, 


^  nor  from  the  other  gentleman  who  hears 
V^—  me,  for,afterth6genero3ityfaehaaBhown, 
f  I  should  be  to  blame  to  distrust  him  Lia 
^  ten,  therefore,  to  my  misfortunes  I  was 
bom  m  Madnd,  and  my  origin  is  this 
i  An  officer  of  the  Germnn  guards,  called 
'  the  Baron  de  Steinbich,  f,oing  home  one 
f  1^  evenmg,  perceived  a  bundle  of  white  Imen 
at  the  foot  of  the  staircase  He  took  it 
np  and  carried  it  to  his  wife's  apartment,  where  he  found  it  to  be  a  new- 
born infant  wrapped  in  swaddhng-clothes,  with  a  billet,  importing  that  it 
belonged  to  persons  of  quality,  who  would  one  day  make  themselves  known; 
and  that  it  hadheen  baptized  by  the  name  of  Alpbonso.  I  amthatunhappy 
infant,  and  this  is  all  I  know  of  my  birth  and  parentage :  sacrificed  to 
-honour  or  infidelity — I  know  not  whether  my  mother  exposed  me,  in  order 
to  conceal  a  dishonourable  flame ;  or,  seduced  by  a  perjured  lover,  found 
herself  under  the  necessity  of  disowning  the  fruit  of  her  womb. 

Be  that  as  it  wiU,  the  Baron  and  the  lady  were  touched  with  my  situa- 
tion; and  as  they  had  no  children  of  their  own,  determined  to  educate  me 
under  the  name  of  Don  Alpbonso.  As  I  advanced  in  years,  their  attach- 
ment to  me  increased:  my  flattering  and  complaisant  behaviour  attracted 
their  caresses  every  moment:  in  a  word,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  make 
myself  beloved;  they  gave  me  all  kinds  of  masters,  my  education  became 
their  only  study;  and,  far  from  expecting  impatiently  that  my  parente  would 
discover  themselves,  they  seemed,  on  the  contrary,  to  vrish  that  my  birth 
would  always  remain  a  secret  AssoonastheBaronfoundmeablstocarry 
aims,  he  entered  me  in  the  service,  procured  for  me  an  ensign's  com- 
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mission,  ordered  my  small  equipage  to  be  got  ready ;  and,  to  animate  me 
the  more  to  seek  occasions  of  acquiring  glory,  be  represented  to  me^  that 
the  career  of  honour  was  open  to  every  body ;  and  that  in  war  I  might 
obtain  a  name  the  more  glorious,  as  I  should  owe  it  to  myself  alone.  At 
the  same  time  he  revealed  the  secret  of  my  birth,  which  he  had  hitherto 
concealed  from  my  knowledge.  As  I  passed  for  his  son  in  Madrid,  and 
effectually  believed  myself  to  be  so,  I  own  this  piece  of  information  gave  me 
a  good  deal  of  pain  :  I  could  not  then,  and  cannot  now  think  of  it  without 
shame ;  for  the  more  my  sentiments  seemed  to  argue  me  of  a  noble  origin, 
the  greater  my  confusion  was  to  see  myself  abandoned  by  those  who  gave 
me  being. 

I  went  to  serve  in  the  Low- Countries ;  but  the  peace  being  concluded 
soon  after,  and  Spain  rid  of  her  enemies,  though  not  of  those  who  envied 
her  prosperity,  I  returned  to  Madrid,  where  I  received  fresh  marks  of 
tenderness  from  the  Baron  and  his  lady.  About  two  months  after  my 
return,  a  little  page  came  into  my  room  one  morning,  and  presented  to  me 
a  billet,  conceived  pretty  nearly  in  these  words  : — "  I  am  neither  ugly  nor 
ill-shaped ;  and  yet  you  see  me  frequently  at  the  window,  without  paying 
homage  with  your  eyes.  This  behaviour  but  ill  answers  your  gallant 
appearance ;  and  piques  me  so  much,  that  I  wish  I  could  inspire  you  with 
love,  to  be  revenged  on  your  indifference." 

Having  read  this  billet,  I  did  not  doubt  that  it  came  from  a  widow  called 
I^eonora,  who  lived  opposite  to  our  house,  and  had  the  reputation  of  'being 
very  coquettish.  I  interrogated  the  page,  who  was  on  the  reserve  at  first, 
but  in  consideration  of  a  ducat  which  I  slipped  into  his  hand,  he  satisfied 
my  curiosity ;  and  even  undertook  to  carry  an  answer,  by  which  I  informed 
his  mistress,  that  I  acknowledged  my  crime,  and  was  already  sensible  of 
her  being  more  than  half  revenged. 

I  was  not  at  all  insensible  of  this  kind  of  conquest ;  I  kept  the  house  all 
that  day,  and  took  g^eat  care  to  be  always  at  the  window,  that  I  might 
observe  the  lady,  who  did  not  forget  to  show  herself  at  her's.  I  made  love 
to  her  in  dumb  show,  she  answered  my  signals,  and  next  morning  let  me 
know  by  her  page,  that  if  T  would  be  in  the  street  betwixt  eleven  and 
twelve  at  night,  I  might  converse  with  her  at  her  pariour  window. 
Though  I  did  not  find  myself  very  much  in  love  with  such  a  forward 
widow,  I  did  not  fiidl  to  return  a  very  passionate  answer,  and  to  wait  for 
night  with  as  much  impatience  as  if  I  had  been  violendy  smitt^i.  In  the 
evening,  I  went  oat  to  walk  in  the  Prado  till  the  hour  of  assignation ;  and 
was  no  sooner  arrived  at  the  place,  than  a  man  mounted  on  a  fine  horse 
alighted  hard  by  me,  and  accosting  me  hastily,  said,  "  Are  not  you  the  son 
of  Baron  Steinbach  ?"    When  I  replied  in  the  affirmative,  '*  Yon  are  the 


peraon,"  laid  be,  "  who  iotendi  to  converK  with  Leonora  at  her  wiadow. 
Her  page  has  Bhows  me  her  lettora  And  youranswete,  and  I  have  followed 
yoD  tbi*  evening,  from  your  own  houeo  hither,  to  let  you  know  that  you 
have  a  riral  vhoae  pride  is  very  much  mortified  in  bring  obliged  to  diiputa 


a  bettt  with  i*cb  a  one  aa  you.  I  believe  I  need  My  no  more;  we  arei 
new  in  a  private  plaoe.  Let  na  draw  thu^fore,  anleae,  to  avoid  the  ohaa- 
tiaement  I  piepara  fir  yon,  yon  will  pnmia  i  to  break  off  all  oorraBpandance 
with  LeoBom.  Ton  mnat  either  sacrifice  to  me  the  hopes  yon  havs  oon- 
oeived,  or  fixftit  yonr  Utt  immediately." — "  Ton  ought  then,"  said  I,  to  him, 
"  to  have  requested,  not  demanded  that  sacrifloe ;  I  might,  perhaps,  bare 
graoted  it  to  yonr  estrMty,  but  I  reftwe  it  to  youi  threats. 


"  Tis  very  well,"  he  replied,  after  hftring  tied  hi*  hone  to  a  tree, '"  draw 
then  :  it  does  not  become  a  pencm  ef  my  qnelity  to  otoop  so  low  u  to 
entreat  a  men  of  four  station :  moet  people  of  my  rank,  in  the  same  caee, 
would  hare  revenged  themselvee  in  a  leaa  honourable  way."  I  was  shooked 
with  these  last  words^  and  eeeiog  his  aword  already  unsheathed,  dre<r  mine 
also  :  we  attacked  one  another  with  aaoh  fnry,  that  the  combat  did  not 
last  long :  whether  be  behaved  with  too  much  heat,  or  I  had  mere  skill,  I 
know  not,  hnt  I  gave  him  a  mortal  thrust,  upon  which  I  saw  him  stagger 
and  fall.    Wb^enpon,  minding  my  own  safi»ty  only,  I  mounted  his  hoi>^ 


and  toc^  the  rood  to  Tuledu.  I  durst  not  veatore  to  the  Baron's  hoosb^ 
being  well  assarud  tlul  mj  adventore  would  very  much  afflict  him,  and 
when  I  considtred  ihu  ilanger  in  which  I  was,  I  thought  I  oould  not  get 
out  of  lladrid  too  soon. 

In  the  midst  uf  the  most  melancholy  refleclioas,  I  rode  Qie  remBioing  part 
of  the  night,  and  all  the  morning;  but,  towards  noon  was  obliged  to  halt^ 
in  ordir  to  give  my  horse  some  rest,  and  avoid  the  heat  of  the  day,  which 
g;rew  inBupportable.  I  tarried,  therefbre,  in  a  village  till  snn-sel^  eSlet 
which  I  continued  my  journey,  r«8olviDg  to  make  but  one  stage  to  Toledo. 
I  had  got  two  ifagues  beyond  Illeoas,  when,  towards  midnight  I  was  but- 
prised  in  the  middle  of  a  fii;ld,  with  jnet  such  another  storm  as  fell  to-d>y ; 
upon  whioh  I  drew  near  the  vsll  of  a  garden  that  I  penteived  at  the  dis- 
tanoe  of  afew  paces,  ond  not  fitidioga  more  convenient  shelter,  stood  with  my 
hoTM  as  oloae  as  I  oould  to  the  deor  of  a  aummer-honee  situated  at  the  eiid 
of  a  wall,  over  whioh  there  was  a  baloony.  Aa  I  leaned  agunst  the  door, 
I  perceived  it  open,  whioh  1  ascribed  to  the  negtigenm  of  servants ;  and 
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aligbtmg*  leas  oat  of  cuhoBity  than  for  the  take  of  being  better  ecreened 
firom  the  rain,  which  did  not  fail  to  incommode  me  while  I  remained  nnder 
the  balcony,  I  entered  the  grouid*floor  of  the  Bommer-hoase,  with  my  horse, 
which  I  led  by  the  bridle. 

I  employed  myself  daring  the  tempest  in  obsenring  the  place,  and  thoagh 
I  ooold  diBtinguiBh  nothing  bat  by  the  lightning  that  flashed  aroond,  it  was 
easy  to  perceiye  that  the  honse  coald  not  belong  to  a  volgar  owner.    I 
expected  still  that  the  rain  woald  cease,  intending  to  proceed  on  my  joomey ; 
but  a  great  light  that  I  obsenred  at  a  distance,  made  me  change  my  resoln- 
tion.    Jieaving  my  horse  in  the  summer-hoase,  the  door  of  which  I  took 
care  to  secare,  I  advanced  towards  the  light,  persoaded  that  there  was  still 
somebody  in  the  house  not  yet  gone  to  bed,  and  resolved  to  desire  lodging 
for  that  night.     Having  crossed  several  walks,  I  arrived  at  a  saloon,  the 
door  of  which  I  found  open  also ;  I  entered  it,  and  when  I  observed  all 
the  magnificence  of  the  place,  by  the  light  of  a  fine  chrystal' branch,  I  no 
longer  doubted  that  I  waa  in  the  house  of  some  rich  nobleman.     The  pave- 
ment was/of  marble,  the  wainscot  very  handsome,  and  curioosly  gilt,  the 
cornices  of  admirable  workmanship,  and  the  ceiling  painted  by  the  most 
skilful  masters  :  but  what  I  took  particular  notice  of,  was  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  busts  of  Spanish  heroes,  suppwted  on  pedestals  of  jasper,  all  round 
the  saloon.     I  had  kiaure  enough  to  consider  all  these  things ;  for  though 
1  listened  attentively  from  time  to  time,  I  neither  heard  the  least  noise,  nor 
saw  a  living  creature  appear. 

There  being  on  one  side  of  the  saloon  a  door  unbolted,  I  half  opened  it, 
and  perceived  a  range  of  rooms,  the  last  of  which  only  waa  lighted. 
"  What  shall  I  do  ?"  said  I  to  myself,  "  shall  I  return,  or  boldly  penetrate 
to  that  room  ?"  I  concluded  that  the  most  judicious  step  would  be  to  return 
aa  I  came.  But  I  could  ^not  resist  my  curiosity,  or  rather  the  force  of 
destiny  that  dragged  me  along ;  I  advanced  from  one  room  to  another, 
until  I  arrived  at  that  in  which  was  the  light,  that  is,  a  taper  burning  on  a 
marble  table,  in  a  silver  candlestick  gilt.  I  at  first  observed  very  hand- 
some and  gay  summer  furniture,  but  in  a  little  time,  casting  my  eyes  upon 
a  bed,  the  curtains  of  which  were  half  drawn  on  account  of  the  heat,  I  saw 
an  object  that  attracted  my  wtole  attention.  This  was  a  young  lady,  who, 
notwithstanding  the  noise  of  the  thunder,  lay  in  a  profound  sleep.  I 
approached  her  softly,  and  by  the  light  of  the  taper  discovered  a  complexion 
and  features  that  quite  dazzled  me.  My  heart  took  the  alarm  at  the  sight ! 
I  felt  my  soul  smitten  and  transported ;  but  whatever  emotions  agitated  my 
breast,  the  opinion  which  I  had  of  her  high  rank  hindered  me  from  enter- 
taining the  least  rash  thought*  and  respect  prevailed  over  inclination. 
While  I  glutted  myself  with  the  pleasure  of  contemplating  her  beauty. 
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ske  »woke  \  9^d  you  may  giiets  what  was  her  Burpriae  when  aha  aaw  a  man 
whom  she  did  m>t  know  in  her  bed-chamber  at  midnight.  She  trembled 
when  she  per^^ved  me,  and  ahrieked  aload  ;  while  I  endcavoored  to  remove 
her  fear,  by  kneeling  before  her,  and  saying,  "  Madam»  be  not  afraid :  I 
cQime  not  hither  to  do  yoa  the  leaat  ii^ury."  I  waa  going  on,  bnt  her  con- 
atemation  waa  ao^b  titol  cihe  did  BOt^  hear  me.  She  called  her  woman 
afveral  timea.  but  nobody  anaweriog.  ahe  pat  on  a  thin  night*gown  which 
lay  at  the  bed'a  feet,  got  up  haatily  and  went  into  the  rooma  that  I  had 
croaaed,  atill  oalliog  to  her  maida.  and  a  younger  aiater  who  lired  under  her 
care«  I  expected  to  ate  all  her  aervanta  appear,  and  had  reaaon  to  appre- 
hend thatf  withoat  being  heard,  J  ahould  meet  with  Tcry  diaagreeable  treat- 
ment I  but  luckily  for  me,  ahe  called  to  no  purpoae ;  nobody  oame  but  an 
old  domeatic,  who  oould  not  hare  giv«i  her  much  aaaiatanoe,  had  ahe  had 
any  thing  to  fear«  Nevcirtbeieaa,  growing  more  reaolute  by  hia  preaence, 
ahe  asked,  with  a  haughty  air,  who  I  waa,  and  how,  and  for  what  reaaon,  1 
had  the  boldneaa  to  enter  her  houae  ?  I  then  began  to  jaatify  myaelf ,  and 
had  no  aoonar  told  her  that  I  found  the  door  of  the  samaier-houae  open. 
than  flia  eitolaimed,  "  Ju«l  Hea<«eq  I  what  do  I  preaage  l" 

So  iMying.  ahe  aeiaed  the  light,  and  aearching  all  the  rooma»  one  after 
another,  could  aee  neither  bar  maida  nor  her  aiater,  bat  even  obaenred  that 
tbay  had  earned  off  all  theb*  baggage.  Her  anapiobna  appearing  now  bnt 
too  plainly,  ahe  relxirned  to  me.  and  aaid«  with  a  graat  deal  of  emotion, 
"  Perfidious  wretch !  add  not  dissimulation  to  treachafy.  It  waa  not  ohanoe 
that  brought  thee  here.  Thou  art  one  of  the  foUowera  of  Don  Fernando 
de  l4eyva,  and  an  aaspoiata  in  hia  crime :  but  don't  think  to  escape ;  I  have 
atill  people  enough  to  secure  thee."—"  Madam,"  answered  I,  *'  do  not 
confound  me  with  your  enemies.  I  know  no  sudi  peraon  as  Don  Feman* 
do  de  Leyva,  and  am  even  ignorant  of  your  name  and  quality.  I  am  an 
unfortunate  man,  whom  an  affair  of  honour  hath  obliged  to  leave  Madrid ; 
and  I  swear  by  all  that  ia  aacred,  I  would  not  have  entered  your  house  had 
it  not  been  for  the  storm  that  surprised  me  I  Judge,  therefore,  more 
favourably  of  me ;  and»  instead  of  believiug  me  an  accomplice  in  the  out- 
rage you  have  suffered,  think  me  rather  disposed  to  revenge  it."  These 
last  words,  and  the  tone  with  which  they  were  pronovneed,  appeaaed  the 
lady,  who  aeemed  to  look  no  longer  upon  me  aa  an  enemy :  but  if  her 
indignation  vanished,  it  waa  only  to  make  room  for  her  grief.  She  wept 
bitterly ;  I  was  melted  by  her  tears,  and  no  leaa  afflicted  than  she,  although 
I  did  not  know  the  cause  of  her  sorrow.  I  not  only  wept  with  her,  but, 
impatient  to  revenge  her  wrongs,  waa  seized  with  a  tran^>ort  of  fury. 
"  Madam,"  cried  I,  "  what  iigury  have  you  received?  ^eak  !  I  espouse 
vonr  reaentment.     Shall  I  puraue  Don  Fernando,  and  atab  him  to  the  heart  ? 
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Name  tH  tibone  whom  you  wouM  hav«  aacrifioed.  Covnoaiid  my  service^. 
Wbitey^r  daan^era,  whatever  miafortunes  may  be  attached  to  your  veogeaoGe. 
that  atnmger,  whom  you  thought  eoufederate  with  yoor  eiifimiee»  will  tempt 
them  all  for  your  aake." 

Tbia  transport  empriied  the  lady,  and  stopped  the  goiuree  of  her  teara. 
"Ah,  mrV*  said  8he»  "pardon  my  8i»pidon«  on  aecoimt  of  the  cruel 
situation  in  which  I  am.  Theee  generoiw  senlimeota  have  undeceived 
Serapbioa,  and  even  freed  me  from  the  shame  of  seeing  a  stranger  witness 
to  the  affront  put  upon  my  family.  YeSj  geoeroos  niiknown  !  I  acknow- 
ledge my  error,  and  am  fiu*  from  reacting  your  assistance  i  but  I  ask  not 
the  death  of  Don  Fernando.^' — '^  Well,  madam,"  I  replied,  '*  what  service 
can  you  expect  of  me  ?" — "  Sir,"  answered  Seraphinat  '*  the  cause  of  my 
complaint  is  this :  Don  Fernando  de  Leyva  is  in  bve  with  my  sister  Julia, 
whom  he  saw  by  accident  at  Toledo,  where  we  usually  live.  Three  months 
ago  he  asked  her  in  mairiage  of  the  Count  de  VtAnu  my  father,  who 
refitted  Us  consent,  cm  account  cf  an  old  enmity  subsisting  between  our 
families.  My  sieter,  not  yet  fifteen  years  of  age,  must  have  been  weak 
enough  to  follow  the  adviee  of  my  women,  whom  Don  Fernando  has,  doubt- 
less, bribed  to  his  interest  I  and  he,  informed  of  our  being  by  ourselves  in  this 
country-house,  has  taken  this  opportunity  of  earrying  her  off.  I  want  there- 
fore to  know  whafe  retreat  he  has  chosen  for  bar,  that  my  father  and  bro- 
ther, who  have  been  at  Madrid  these  two  months,  may  take  their  measures 
accordingly.  In  the  name  of  God  I"  added  she,  "  give  yourself  the  trouble 
of  traversing  the  neighbourhood  of  Toledo,  and  of  making  an  exact 
inquiry  about  the  ravisher  2  my  family  will  be  eternally  indebted  to  you  for 
the  favour." 

The  lady  did  not  consider,  that  the  employment  whioh  ahe  prescribed 
for  me,  but  ill  agreed  with  the  circumstances  of  a  man  who  could  not  get 
out  of  Castile  too  soon.'--^-^But  how  was  it  possible  for  her  to  make  this 
reflection,  whi^  did  not  even  occur  to  me  ?  Charmed  with  the  happiness 
of  finding  myself  nteessary  to  the  most  amiable' person  in  the  world,  I 
accepted  the  commission  with  a  transport  of  joy,  and  promised  to  acquit 
myself  with  equal  diligence  and  seal.  In  efiect,  I  did  not  watt  for  day, 
in  order  to  go  and  acoomplish  my  proouse ;  but  quitted  Sersfdiiaa  on  the 
instant,  conjuring  her  to  pardon  me  for  the  firight  I  bad  occasioned,  and 
assuring  her  that  she  should  hear  news  df  me  in  a  very  little  time.-^I  went 
out  as  I  had  come  in  ;  but  so  much  engrossed  by  the  lady,  that  it  was  not 
difficult  for  me  to  perceive  I  was  already  captivated  by  her  beauty  :  I  was 
the  more  confirmed  in  this,  by  the  eagerness  I  felt  in  serving  her,  and  the 
amorous  chimeras  which  my  imagination  produced.— <-I  fancied  that 
Seraphina,  although  possessed  by  her  scxrrow,  had  observed  my  growing 
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passion,  and  b^eld  it  perhaps  not  wttbout  some  pleasure :  I  even 
imagined,  that  if  I  coold  bring  her  any  news  of  her  sister,  and  the  affiiir 
should  torn  oat  according  to  her  wish,  the  whole  would  redound  to  my  honour. 

Don  Alphonso,  interrupting  the  thread  of  his  story,  in  this  place,  said 
to  the  old  hermit,  "  I  beg  pard(m,  father,  if,  too  full  my  of  passion,  I  enlarge 
upon  circumstances  whidi  are,  doubtless,  tedious  to  you." — "  No,  my  son," 
replied  the  anchorite,  "  they  are  far  from  being  tedious :  I  am  even  pleased 
to  know  how  hr  yon  are  smitten  by  this  young  lady  of  whom  you  talk,  that 
I  may  regulate  my  advice  accordingly." 

"  My  imagination  heated  with  these  flattering  ideas,"  resumed  the 
young  man,  "  I  searched  two  days  for  Julia's  ravisher :  but  it  was  to  no 
purpose  for  me  to  make  all  imaginable  enquiry :  I  could  not  discover  the 
least  traces  of  him.  Very  much  mortified  at  having  reaped  no  fruit  from 
my  researches,  I  returned  to  Seraphina,  whom  I  expected  to  find  in  the 
utmost  anxiety :  but  she  was  much  more  tranquil  than  I  imagined,  and 
informed  me  that  she  had  been  much  more  hicky  than  I ;  that  she  knew 
what  was  become  of  her  sister,  having  received  a  letter  from  Don  Fernando 
himself,  importing,  that  being  privately  married  to  Julia,  he  had  placed  her 
in  a  convent  at  Toledo.  "  I  have  sent  his  letter  to  my  father,"  added 
Seraphina.  "  I  hope  the  afiair  will  terminate  in  an  amicable  manner ;  and 
that  a  solemn  marriage  will  in  a  short  time  extinguish  the  hatred  which 
has  so  long  divided  our  families." 

When  the  lady  had  made  me  acquunted  with  her  sister's  fate,  she  made 
an  apology  for  the  trouble  she  had  given  me,  and  the  danger  to  which  she 
might  have  imprudently  exposed  me,  by  engaging  me  to  pursue  a  ravisher, 
without  remembering  that  I  had  told  her  I  was  obliged  to  fly  on  account  of 
an  afiair  of  honour;  She  excused  herself,  therefore,  in  the  most  obliging 
terms  ;  and,  as  I  had  need  of  rest*  carried  me  into  the  saloon,  where  we  sat 
down  together.  She  wore  a  loose  g^wn  of  white  taffety  with  black  stripes, 
and  a  little  hat  of  the  same  stuff,  with  a  Uack  plume  of  feathers,  which 
made  me  guess  that  she  was  a  widow ;  though  she  appeared  so  young,  that 
I  did  not  know  what  to  think  of  her  condition. 

If  1  longed  for  an  explanation  on  this  head,  ahe  was  no  less  desirous  of 
knowing  who  I  was ;  and  accordingly  begged  tiiat  I  would  tell  her  my 
name,  not  doubting  (as  she  said)  that,  by  my  noUe  air,  and  stiU  more,  the 
generous  pity  that  made  me  enter  so  warmly  into  her  interests,  I  belonged 
to  some  considerable  family.  The  question  embarrassed  me  not  a  little ; 
1  blushed,  was  confounded,  and  own,  that,  being  less  ashamed  to  he  than 
to  tell  the  truth,  I  answered,  I  was  the  son  of  the  Baron  de  Steinbach,  an 
officer  of  the  German  guards.  *'Tell,  me  likewise,"  replied  the  lady, 
'*  for  what  reason  you  quitted  Madrid.     I  offer  you,  beforehand,  all  the 
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credit  of  my  father,  as  well  as  of  my  brother,  Don  Gwpfurd :  that  is  the 
least  mark  of  gratitude  I  can  show  to  a  gentleman  who  neglected  the  care 
of  his  own  life  to  serve  me/'  I  made  no  difficulty  of  recounting  to  her  all 
the  circumstances  of  my  duel;  upon  which  she  blamed  the  gentleman 
whom  I  had  slain,  and  promised  to  interest  her  whole  family  in  my  fftvour. 

When  I  had  satisfied  her  curiosity^  I  b^ged  her  to  gratify  mine,  and 
asked  whether  her  faith  was  free  or  plighted,  "  Three  yean  ago,"  she 
replied,  "  my  father  obliged  me  to  marry  Don  Diego  de  Lara»  and  I  baye 
been  a  widow  fifteen  months." — "  Madam,"  said  I,  "  what  misfortane  has 
depriyed  yon  of  your  husband  so  soon  ?" — "  I  will  tell  yon,  sir,"  resumed 
the  lady,  "  in  return  for  the  confidence  yon  have  reposed  in  me. 

"  Don  Di^^  de  Lara  was  a  very  genteel  cavalier,  who  entertained  the 
moat  violent  passicm  for  me ;  and,  in  order  to  please  me,  put  in  practice, 
every  day,  all  that  the  moat  tender  and  passicMiate  lover  could  invent,  to 
make  himself  agreeable  to  the  object  of  his  flame ;  but,  though  he  possessed 
a  thousand  good  qualities,  he  could  never  touch  my  heart.  Love  is  not 
always  the  effect  of  assiduities  and  distinguished  merit.  Alas  I"  added  she, 
"  an  utter  stranger  often  enchants  us  at  first  sight.  Well,  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  love  him ;  more  confounded  than  charmed  with  the  tokens  of 
his  tenderness,  to  which  I  was  forced  to  make  returns  without  inclination ; 
though  I,  in  secret,  taxed  myself  with  ingratitude.  I  likewise  found  my 
own  situation  very  unhappy.  Unluckily  for  him,  as  well  as  me,  his  delicacy 
was  stiU  greater  than  his  love.  He  discovered  in  my  actions  and  discourse 
the  most  secret  emotions  of  my  breast,  and  dived  to  the  very  bottom  of  my 
soul.  He  complained  incessantly  of  my  indifference,  and  deemed  himself 
the  more  unhappy  in  being  unable  to  please  me,  because  he  very  well  knew 
that  there  was  no  rival  in  his  way :  for  I  was  scarce  sixteen  years  old,  and, 
before  he  offered  me  his  hand,  he  had  gained  over  all  my  women,  who 
assured  him  that  no  man  had  as  yet  attracted  my  regard.  Yes,  Seraphina, 
he  would  often  say,  I  wish  you  had  been  prepossessed  in  ftivour  of  another, 
and  that  alone  were  the  cause  of  your  indifilerence  to  me :  my  assiduities 
and  your  own  virtue  would  triumph  over  that  prejudice ;  but  I  despair  of 
making  a  conquest  of  your  heart,  since  it  remains  untouched  by  all  the  love 
I  have  shown.  T^red  with  hearing  him  repeat  the  same  discourse,  I  told 
him,  that,  instead  of  troubling  his  repose  and  mine  by  too  much  delicacy, 
he  would  do  well  tcr  leave  his  grievances  to  time.  And,  truly,  one  of  my 
age  was  not  capable  of  relishing  the  refinements  of  such  a  delicate  passion,  so 
that  Don  Di^^  ought  to  have  taken  my  advice :  but  seeing  a  whole  year 
di^eed,  without  his  being  farther  advanced  than  the  first  day,  he  lost  his 
patience,  or  rather  bis  reason :  and,  pretending  to  have  an  afi^r  of  conse- 
quence at  court,  departed  to  serve  as  a  Tdnnteer  in  the  Low  Countries, 
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where  he  sooa  found  in  battle  tiiat  whidi  he  went  to  seek — I  m^ka  the  end 
of  his  torments  and  life." 

After  the  lady  had  favoured  me  with  this  relation,  the  singolar  character 
of  her  husband  became  the  subject  of  our  disooarse ;  in  wliich  we  were 
interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  a  eonrier,  who  delivered  to  Seraphina  a  letter 
from  tktt  Count  de  Polan.  She  asked  my  permission  to  read  it,  and  I 
observed,  that  white  she  perused  it,  she  grew  pale  and  trembled.  After 
having  read  it,  she  lifted  up  her  eyes  to  heaven,  heaved  a  profound  sigh, 
and  her  fttce  was  In  a  moment  covered  with  tears.  I  could  not  behold  her 
grief  with  tnmquillity  t  I  was  greatly  disttsrbed ;  and,  as  if  I  had  presaged 
the  cruel  stroke  I  was  to  sufier,  felt  mysdf  chilled  with  a  mortal  fear. 
"  Madam,"  sdd  I,  with  a  faltering  voise,  *'  may  I  ask  what  are  the  fatal 
contents  of  that  letter  }"**^"  There,  sfa',"  replied  BerapMna  in  a  melahcholy 
mantier,  givii^  me  the  paper,  "  read  yourself  what  my  fcther  wHtes.  Alas ! 
you  are  bat  too  much  concerned." 

I  was  oo^oimded  at  her  words,  and,  trembling  whQe  I  too&i  the  letter, 
read  J—- 

'*  Your  brother  Doti  Gaspard  fought  yesterday  in  the  Prado,*  where  be 
received  a  mortal  thrust,  of  wUch  he  died  this  day ;  having  declared^  in  his 
last  moments,  that  the  person  who  killed  him  is  the  son  of  Baron  de  Stein- 
bach,  an  officer  of  die  German  guards.  What  adds  to  the  misfortune  is, 
that  the  murderer  has  escaped  me  by  dight ;  but  wheresoever  he  conceals 
himself,  I  shall  sp&re  no  pains  to  find  him  out ;  for  which  purpose  I  will 
write  to  some  governors,  who  will  not  fail  to  apprehend  him,  if  he  passes 
through  the  towns  of  their  jurisdiction ;  and  by  letters  directed  to  other 
people,  I  win  Cause  all  the  roads  to  be  blocked  up, 

"Thb  Count  in  Polan." 

Yon  may  eas3y  conceive  how  all  my  faculties  were  Reordered  by  this 
billet.  I  remained  for  some  moments  without  motion  or  power  of  speech ; 
and  even  in  the  midst  of  this  depression,  perceiving  what  a  fatal  obstruction 
the  de&th  ijfi  Don  Qaspard  wonld  be  to  my  love,  was  seized  with  the  most 
violent  despair !  I  threw  myvelf  at  the  feet  of  Seraphina,  and  presenting 
my  naked  swofd,  **  Madam,"  said  t,  "  spare  the  Count  de  Polan  the  trou- 
\Ae  of  findkg  oat  a  man  whc  might  conceal  himself  from  his  resentment. 
Revenge  your  brother*  by  sacriildng  his  murderer  vrfth  your  own  hand. 

*  Prsdo  (wbldk  ftigaifles  a  meadow)  is  the  public  walk  at  Madrid,  as  the  park  is  at 


BiL  Bua.  29T 

Striks,  madrai!  utd  let  the  Mine  iwont  that  deprived  him  of  life  beoomei 
&tal  to  hU  vnfortnoate  advergory," — "  Sir,"  replied  Seraphina,  affected 
irith  my  behsrioar,  "  I  loved  Don  Gaspard ;  therefore,  although  you  killed 
him  honourably,  and  be  brought  hia  mbfortune  upon  himeelf,  yon  may  ba 
amted  I  enter  into  the  mi ntment  of  mr  father     Yee,  Don  Alphonao,  1 


■m  yonr  enemy,  and  will  act  agutnst  you  in  every  way  tbat  tbe  ties  of 
Uood  and  fHendahip  can  require :  but  I  will  not  take  the  advantage  of 
your  bod  fortune,  which  haa  put  yon  in  my  power.  Tbe  same  honour  that 
amiB  me  agalnat  yon,  hinders  me  from  taking  a  base  revenge.  The  righta 
of  hoapitality  ought  to  be  inviolable,  and  therefore  I  will  not  repay  the 
•ervioe  yon  bavu  dme  me  with  the  conduct  of  an  assassin.  Hy,  iben ; 
elude,  if  yon  can,  our  punutt  and  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  and  save  your 
life  from  tbe  danger  that  threatena  it." 

"  How,  madam !  "  I  replied,  when  yon  oan  revenge  yourself,  do  yoU 

leare  it  to  the  law^  which  may,  perhapa  balk  your  reseutmvut  ?      A.h ! 

rather  pierce  the  heart  of  a  miserable  wretch,  who  does  not  deserve  your 

jbrbeanuioe !     Ifo,  madam,  do  not  honour  me  with  such  a  noble  and 
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generoiis  proceeding.  Yoa  know  not  who  I  am :  though  I  pass  in  Madrid 
for  the  son  of  the  Baron  de  Bteinbach,  I  am  no  other  than  an  unfoitanate 
foundling,  whom  he  has  hrooght  up,  out  of  pure  oompasaion :  I  do  not  even 
know  the  authors  of  my  heing." — "  No  matter/'  said  Seraphina»  interrupt- 
ing me  with  precipitation,  aa  if  my  last  words  had  given  her  new  pain, "  were 
you  the  lowest  of  mankind,  I  will  do  what  honour  prescribes."—^"  Well, 
madam,"  said  I,  "  since  the  death  of  a  brother  cannot  provoke  you  to  shed 
my  blood,  I  will  incense  you  by  a  new  crime,  the  audacity  of  which,  I  hope, 
you  will  not  ezcnse :  I  adore  you :  I  could  not  behold  your  charms  without 
being  dazzled  with  them ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  obscurity  of  my  fete,  had 
entertained  the  hope  of  making  you  mine  for  ever.  I  was  so  much  in  love« 
or  rather  so  vain,  aa  to  flatter  myself  that  Heaven,  which  perhaps  favours 
me  by  keeping  my  origin  concealed,  would  disclose  it  to  me  one  day.  when 
I  should  be  able  to  tdl  yon  my  name  without  a  blush.  After  this  confession, 
which  injures  yon  so  much,  do  you  stfll  hesitate  in  punishing  me  ?" — **  This 
rash  dedaration,'*  replied  the  lady,  "  would,  doubtless,  offend  me  at  another 
time :  but  I  pardon  it,  in  consideration  of  your  present  agitation :  besides, 
my  own  anxiety  will  not  .pennit  me  to  attend  to  *  such  discourse*  Once 
more,  Don  Alphooso,**  added  she,  sheddix^  some  tears*  "  leave  this  place, 
fly  ham  a  house  you  have  filled  with  sorrow ;  for  every  moment  yon  stay 
increases  my  affliction.'* — "  Madam,  I  will  no  longer  resist,"  said  1,  rising, 
"  I  must  banish  myself  firom  you;  but  think  not  that,  studioas  of  preserving 
a  life  which  is  odious  to  you,  I  will  go  and  seek  an  asylum  where  I  can  be 
secure.  No,  no !  I  devote  myself  to  your  resentmei^.  I  will  go  to  Toledo, 
wait  with  impatience  for  the  fate  you  decree,  and,  ezpoaing  myself  to  your 
pursuit,  advance  wiUingty  towards  the  end  of  my  misfortunes.*' 

So  saying,  I  withdrew :  my  horse  was  brought  out  for  me,  and  I  repaired 
to  Toledo  *,  where  I  stayed  a  whole  week  ;  and,  truly,  was  at  so  httle  pains 
to  conceal  myself,  that  I  don't  know  how  I  escaped  being  taken  ;  for  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  Count  de  Polan,  whose  chief  care  was  to  have  shut 
up  all  the  passages  against  me,  would  imagine  that  I  could  not  pass  through 
Toledo.  In  fine,  I  yesterday  left  that  city,  where  I  seemed  to  be  tired  of 
liberty ;  and  without  keeping  any  certain  road,  am  come  to  this  hermitage, 
like  a  man  who  has  nothing  to  fear.  Yoa  see,  father,  what  engrosses  my 
thoughts,  and  I  crave  the  assistance  of  your  advice. 

*  Toledo,  utoated  on  the  Tagui,  ii  the  cuiital  of  New  Castile,  the  seat  oTaa  arch, 
bishop,  primate  of  all  Spam  s  it  was  fbrmoiy  fkmous  for  a  circus^  capable  of  coar 
laiiiiiig  150,000  people.  There  is  a  great  maauihctnre  of  silk  and  woollen  stoflk  in 
this  dty ;  in  which,  too,  are  made  the  best  blades  in  the  world ;  whence  a  goodiweid 
li  frequently  called  a  Toledo. 
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UHOFW  luTing  ended  ttte  melsQcholy  lut^ 
ntion  of  hia  muftotoiies,  tlie  old  bemut 
•aidtobim,  "  Bon,  70U  have  been  Terjr  im- 
prodent  in  staying  m  long  nt  Toledo.  I 
look  npon  all  jou  have  recounted  in  a  light 
very  differoit  from  tkat  in  which  yon  aee  it, 
and  70ur  panion  for  Seraphina  ia,  in  mjr 
0[Anioo,  pure  madneaB.  Believe  me,  yon 
mnst  fbtg^t  that  young  lady,  vho,  cannot 
pombly  be  yonn.  Yield,  therefore,  with  a  good  grace  to  the  obataclea 
that  aepamte  yon  flrom  her,  and  follow  yonr  deatiny,  which,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, will  be  productive  of  many  other  adveotnres.  Ton  will,  qnestionleM, 
find  aome  other  yoong  lady,  who  will  make  the  Mune  impresaion  on  your 
heart,  and  whose  brother  yon  have  not  alain." 

He  was  going  to  add  a  great  many  other  things,  iu  order  to  exhort  Don 
Alphonoo  to  have  patience,  when  we  saw  another  hermit,  loaded  with  a 
walleti.well  stuffed,  enter  the  hermitage.  He  was  come  ftom  the  town  of 
Caenca,  where. he  had  made  a  very  succesaful  gathering ;  seemed  younger 
than  his  companion,  and  wore  a  red  bushy  beard.— ^"  Welcome,  brother 
Antonio,"  said  the  old  anchorite  to  him,  "  what  news  from  town  ?"  "  Bad 
enough,"  answered  the  red-haired  brother,  putting  a  letter  in  his  hand ; 
**  tiuit  billet  win  inform  you."    The  scDtor,  having  opened  and  read  it  with 
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«  mtiable  ftttontioii,  cried,  "  Ood  be  pmiied !  Binoe  the  plot  is  diacwTond, 
'W«  mnit  regulate  our  conduct  accordingly.  Let  u  change  our  atjle," 
added  he.  "  Signer  Don  Alpfaonto,  you  see  a  man  exposed  like  yoanelf 
to  the  caprice  of  fortune.  I  am  informed  from  Coenca,  which  i»  a  totra 
about  a  league  from  thii,  that  aomebody  haa  done  me  on  ill  office  with 
Juatioe  :  all  the  agents  of  which  are  to  net  out  to-morrow  fi^  this  hermit- 
Bg«,  in  order  to  teoure  my  pereon :  but  they  shan't  find  the  hare  in  th« 
gin.      Thia  la  not  the  firat  time  that  T  hare  been  in    aooh  dilemnaa. 


IhanlcGod,  I  hava  always  extricated  myself  in  another  shape;  foralthon^ 
you  thug  see  me,  I  am  neither  an  old  maa  nor  an  hermit." 

So  saying,  he  stripped  himself  of  the  long  robe  which  he  wore,  and  ap- 
peared in  a  doublet  of  black  serge  with  slushed  sleeTes.  Then  he  pulled  off 
his  cap,  untiod  a  string  that  supported  his  false  beard,  and,  all  of  a  Budden, 
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■wmmed  the  figure  of  a  man  between  twenty  and  thirty  yean  of  i^.  Bro- 
ther Antony,  by  his  example,  quitted  his  hermit's  habits  rid  himself  of  his 
red  beard  in  the  same  manner  as  his  companion  had  done»  and  took  oat  of 
an  old  worm-eaten  coffer  a  shabby  short  cassock,  with  which  he  dothed 
himself.  Bat  yoa  may  gaess  my  surprise,  when,  in  the  person  of  the  old 
anchorite,  I  recollected  Signer  Don  Raphael ;  and  in  that  of  Brother  Antony, 
my  most  dear  and  faithful  Talet,  Ambrose  de  Lamda  1  "  Good  God  1'* 
cried  I,  immediately, "  I  find  myself  among  my  acquaintances  here/'-^"  Tn», 
Signor  Gil  Bias,"  said  Rapheal,  smiling,  "  you  have  found  two  of  yom 
friends  when  you  least  expected  it.  I  confess  you  have  some  reason  to 
complain  of  us ;  but  let  us  forget  what  is  past,  and  thank  Heaven  for  our 
meeting  again.  Ambrose  and  T  make  a  tender  of  our  services ;  and  1  can 
tell  you  they  are  not  to  be  despised.  You  must  not  think  us  the  worst  of 
mankind :  we  neither  assault  nor  assassinate :  we  seek  only  to  live  at  the 
expense  of  our  neighbours ;  and  if  theft  be  a  crime,  necessity  excuses  the 
injustice.  Associate  with  us,  and  lead  a  rambling  life,  which  is  extremely 
agreeable,  when  conducted  with  prudence ;  not  but,  with  all  our  sagadty, 
the  chain  of  second  causes  is  sometimes  such,  that  we  meet  with  unlucky 
adventures !  What  then  !  we  enjoy  the  good  with  the  better  relish  on  that 
very  account.  We  are  hardened  against  inconstant  weather,  and  accus- 
tomed to  the  vidssitudes  of  fortune." 

"  Signor  Cavalier,"  added  the  false  hermit,  speaking  to  Don  Alphonso, 
"  we  make  the  same  proposal  to  you,  which,  conudering  your  present  dtu- 
ation,  I  think  you  ought  not  to  reject ;  for  not  to  mention  the  affair  that 
obliges  you  to  conceal  yourself,  you  must  certainly  be  in  want  of  money. 
'*  Yes,  truly,"  said  Don  Alphonso,  "and  that,  I  own.  increases  my  chagrin. 
"  Well,  then,"  replied  Raphad,  "  don't  leave  us ;  you  cannot  do  better  than 
to  join  your  fortuue  to  ours ;  you  shall  want  nothing :  and  we  will  baffle 
all  the  search  of  your  enemies.  We  know  dmost  every  inch  of  Spain 
having  travelled  over  it ;  and  are  acquainted  with  the  woods,  mountains, 
and  everyplace  proper  for  an  asylum  against  the  brutality  of  justice." 
Don  Alphonso  thanked  them  for  their  good  will,  and  being  actually  without 
money  or  resource,  resolved  to  bear  them  company.  I  came  to  the  same 
determination,  because  I  would  not  leave  the  young  gentleman,  for  whom 
I  fdt  a  growing  friendship. 

Having  agreed  to  go  dl  together,  we  began  to  ddiberate  whether  we 
•hodd  set  out  that  instant,  or,  first  of  all,  give  some  assadts  to  a  full  bottle 
of  excellent  wine,  which  Brother  Antony,  the  day  before,  had  brought  from 
Cnenca;  but  Raphad,  as  a  man  of  the  greatest  experience  among  us, 
yqaescnted  that,  before  every  thing  else,  we  must  think  of  our  safety.  He 
vras  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  we  shodd  march  dl  night,  in  order  to  gain 
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a  Ttfj  tlnok  ^vood  between  Vilkrdfla,  and  AlmodaW,  ia  wkidi  weetodd 
ludt,  and,  beingpedeedj  Mcure,  spend  the  day  in  taking  our  rcpoae.  Thie 
adnce  beii^p  approved,  the  ftdae  hennita  made  two  bondka  of  their  baggage 
and  previsiona,  and  kid  them  in  eqniUbrio  on  Don  Alphooao'a  horae.  Thia 
was  done  with  great  expedition;  .after  whidi  we  quitted  the  hermitage, 
kaving  aa  a  prey  to  joatiee  the  two  hermit's  robes,  with  the  white  and  red 
beards,  two  pallets'  a  table,  a  rotten  ohest,  two  old  straw-bottomed  chairs, 
and  the  image  of  St.  Ptooomo. 

We  wa*aed  all  night,  and  began  to  fed  oorselTea  very  much  fiitigaed, 
when,  at  day  break,  we  perceived  the  wood  to  whidi  we  were  bound. 
Hie  sight  of  a  port  gives  new  vigomr  to  sailorB  tired  with  a  long  voyage.  We 
aoeordingly  took  courage,  and  at  last  arrived  at  the  end  of  our  journey 
before  sun-rise.  PenetratiDg  into  the  thickest  part  of  the  wood,  we  stopped 
at  a  very  agreeable  spot  upon  a  small  glade,  surrounded  with  a  good  many 
tall  oaks,  the  branches  of  which  meeting,  formed  an  umbrageous  ardi, 
impervious  to  the  heat  of  the  day.  Here  we  unbridled  the  horse  to  let  him, 
feed,  after  we  had  unloaded  him,  and  sitting  down  together,  took  out  of 
brother  Antony's  wallet  aome  large  pieces  of  bread,  with  a  good  many  slices 
of  roasted  meat,  and  began  to  attadL  them  as  if  for  a  wager.  Nevertheless, 
in  spite  of  oar  appetites,  we  often  left  off  eating  to  embrace  the  bottle, 
which  incessantly  drculated,  passing  from  the  clasp  of  one  into  the  embraces 
of  another. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  repast,  Don  Raphad  said  to  Don  Alphonso, 
'*  Signer  Cavalier,  after  vhe  confidence  yon  have  honoured  me  with,  it  is 
but  just  that  I  recount  to  you  the  history  of  my  life  with  the  same  sincerity." 
"  It  will'  give  me  great  pleasure,"  replied  the  young  man ;  "  And  me  in 
particular/'  said  I  ;  "  for  I  have  an  extreme  curiosity  to  hear  your  adven- 
tures, which  are  doubtless  well  worth  our  attention," — "  That  I'll  answer 
for,"  replied  Raphad,  *'  and  I  intend  to  commit  them  to  writing  one  day. 
That  shall  be  the  amusement  of  my  old  age ;  for  [  am  still  young,  and  would 
have  the  volume  enlarged.  But  at  present  we  are  fatigued  :  let  us  refresii 
oursdvea  with  a  few  hours  of  deep.  While  we  three  enjoy  our  rest,  Ambrose 
will  watch  against  all  surprise,  and  then  deep  in  his  turn.  Though  I  bdieve 
we  are  very  safe  in  this  place,  it  is  dways  good  to  be  upon  our  guard." 
So  saying,  he  stretched  himself  upon  the  grass,  Don  Alphonso  did  the  same^ 
I  followed  thdr  example  and  Lamela  stood  sentry. 

Don  Alphonso,  instead  of  taking  some  repose,  kept  himself  awake 
with  reflecting  upon  hia  misfortune ;  and  I  could  not  close  an  eye.  Aa 
for  Don  Raphad,  he  soon  fdl  asleep ;  but  waking  an  hour  after,  and  seeing 
us  disposed  to  listen,  he  said  to  Lamela,  "  FHend  Ambrose,  thou  mayest 
take  now  a  comfortable  nap." — "  No,  no,"  replied  Lamela,  "  I  have  na 
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indiMtioti  to  Bleep ;  and  tlisagh  I  am  well  ■equdntad  with  ■]!  the  panwgM 
«f  your  life,  thej  ere  eo  initraotive  for  people  of  o«r  piDfevioa,  that  I 
atuiil  be  wdl  entertaiiud  in  heeiing  them  leoonnted  u>ee  Bora.  Boa 
B^hael  hnmedietely  begu  the  hietorj  of  his  life  in  these  vei^ 
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AX  the  ion  <J  an  actren  at  Uadrid,  vboae 
name  waa  Lucinda,  fiunoiu  for  her  theatricul 
.  talenta,  and  etill  more  for  her  gallantry. 
As  for  my  bther,  I  cannot,  withoat  pre- 
Bomption  aunme  any  one  in  particnlar. 
'Tit  true,  I  might  tell  what  man  of  quality 
TM  in  loTe  with  my  mother  when  I  came 
into  the  world,  bnt  that  rpooh  would  by  no 
means  be  a  convincing  proof  of  his  being 
the  anthor  of  my  birth.  A.  woman  of  my 
mother's  profession  ia  so  little  to  be  tnuted,  that  even  while  ehe  appears 
the  most  attached  to  one  nobleman,  she  almost  always  aubetitutes  in  hii 
pUoe  some  other  person  for  his  money. 

There  is  nothing  like  putting  one's  self  above  scandal :  Lucinda,  instead 
of  bringing  me  op  in  obaonrity  at  her  own  house,  took  me  by  the  hand,  with- 
oat ceremony,  and  oarried  me  to  the  theatre  in  the  moat  bold  Mnd  open 
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WKmtr,  unthcmt  gtnag  htrw^  my  tmkH^  ttbont  tte  diMotirM  thit  piteed 
at  her  expense,  or  the  malicious  sneers  that  the  sight  of  me  never  fatkd  to 
d^ate.  in  a  word*,  1  w«s  hei*  darling,  and  caressed  by  Idl  the  men  that 
visited  her,  M>  much,  thftt  it  looked  aft  if  natare  f  lelidted  >vidi  them  in  iof 
behalf. 

I  was  allowed  to  pass  the  first  twehre  yeain  of  my  life  in  aH  sorts  of  imo- 
btts  amusements:  scarce  was  I  taoght  to  read  amt  Wite;  and  atiU  less 
pains  were  taken  to  mitiate  me  m  the  prhddpleB  of  my  reBgion  i  1  limned 
only  to  dance,  sing,  and  play  upon  the  gnitsr.  Tbki  waa  all  I  coald  do» 
when  the  Marquis  de  Leganez  asked  me  as  a  Cottipanioti  to  kb  only  son* 
who  was  pretty  much  of  my  age.  Lucinda  wdlingly  complied  with  hiif 
Rquest,  and  it  was  then  I  began  to  think  seriously.  Yoang  Ltganex  waB 
not  farther  adranced  than  I  :*  that  little  nobleman  did  noit  ae«m  qualified  by 
nature  for  the  sciences.  He  hardly  knew  one  letter  of  t^  iJphab^t,  althougli 
he  had  been  under  the  instruction  of  a  preceptor  fifteen  moMhfe.  Hss  otbar 
masters  succeeded  no  better :  he  eiiMMisted  their  patteoca.  fhay  anen  mk 
indeed,  permitted  to  use  rigomr;  but  expreskdy  ordered  to  iiMraat  wkhoat 
tormenting  him;  and  that  order  joined  to  hisiiatur«!4«diiaii,  Mndendal 
l!heir  lessons  of  little  or  no  efiect. 

But  the  preceptor  invented  aii  e^cdlent  expediOttt  toitttimidHtatha  yxmog 
aobl«fma&,  without  contradicting  his  fkth^r's  i^rder.  He  t«solvad  to  flog  ma* 
when  hia  pupil  deserved  punnhment ;  and  ht  4BA  not  ftal  to  pot  hb  rsado.* 
tion  in  practice.  Not  relishing  this  expedient,  I  ntn  aMmy,  atid  eoaoplained 
to  my  mother  of  such  unjust  treatment  ?  but  in  spit^  of  all  k€t  taaderntsB 
for  me,  she  had  strength  enough  to  resist  my  teata ;  a&d  OOhsiteri»g  tluit 
h  was  a  great  advantage  fbr  her  son  to  Yitt  with  tha  Martpila  4a  Leganitt, 
sent  me  back  immediately.  I  was  now  abandoned  to  the  preceptor^  wfaio» 
perceiving  that  his  invention  had  produced  a  good  tfeCt,  contittued  to  flog 
me  atiS,  instead  of  tba  young  noUeman ;  -and,  io  ordet  to  make  the  daaptf 
impression  upon  him  disciplined  me  with  great  severity.  I  was  sure  to  pay, 
avery  day,  for  young  Leganea ;  and  I  may  vaotuffr  to  tffirm,  that  ha  did 
not  learn  one  lettar  of  his  alphabet,  wUch  did  not  caoife  me  a  hundnd  iMAite. 
Judge  you  irrhat  Us  rudiments  stood  me  iti ! 

llie  birch  was  not  the  only  disagreeable  thing  I  sitffMd  Ih  this  boosts 
as  every  body  knew  me,  the  meanast  servants,  even  tha  scullions,  raproachad 
aae  with  my  birth.  Hub  (fisgusted  ma  bo  modi,  that  I  lah  nway  cma  day, 
after  having  found  meanB  to  seise  the  preceptor's  Whole  tidck  of  ready  loottay, 
a^hich  miight  amodnt  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  ducats.  Budi  wtM  kkt  v«bgaiiieo 
I  took,  for  the  stripes  he  htd  so  trnJueUy  bestow^  ttpM  ttle;  I  y«r- 
forfitied  this  sltight  of  hand  with  admirtdiladaiSterity,  Uiw^fttraailiyttrat 
ewiy ;  and  hnving  had  the  address  to  biflle  the  Beertii  ^t  wtit  taado  for 
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me  during  two  days,  left  Madrid  and  repaired  to  Toledo,  withont  being, 
pursued. 

I  was  then  just  going  into  my  fifteenth  year.  What  a  pleasure  it  was 
to  be  independent  at  that  age,  and  entirely  master  of  my  own  actions !. 
I  soon  contracted  acquaintance  with  young  people,  who  polished  me  np^ 
and  assisted  me  to  spend  my  ducats :  I  associated  with  knights  of  the  post, 
who  cultivated  my  happy  disposition  so  well,  that  in  a  little  time,  I  became 
one  of  the  most  dexterous  of  the  order.  At  the  end  of  five  years,  being 
seized  with  an  indinataon  to  travel,  I  quitted  my  confederates ;  and  begin- 
ning my  peregrinations  by  Estramadura,  went  as  far  as  Alcantara :  but 
before  I  reached  that  place,  finding  an  opportunity  of  exerting  my  talents» 
I  did  not  let  it  escape.  Being  a-foot,  and  moreover  loaded  with  a  pretty 
heavy  knapsack,  I  frequently  halted  to  repose  myself  under  the  trees,  that 
offered  me  their  shade,  at  a  little  distance  from  the  highway.  In  one  of 
these  resting  places  I  found  two  lads  very  well  dressed,  talking  merrily  on 
the  grass,  while  they  enjoyed  the  coolness  of  the  shade.  I  saluted  them 
▼ery  courteously,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  them,  at  which  they 
^d  not  seem  displeased.  The  eldest  was  not  more  than  fifteen,  and  they 
seemed  both  to  be  extremely  raw. .  "  Signor  cavalier."  said  the  youngest 
to  me^  *'  we  are  sons  of  two  rich  citizens  of  Placentia,  who,  longing  extremely 
to  see  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  in  order  to  satisfy  our  curiosity,  have  takeu 
a  hundred  pistoles  each  from  our  parents  ;  and,  as  we  travel  on  foot,  hope 
to  go  a  great  way  with  that  sum.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  matter  ?" 
''  If  I  had  so  much,"  I  replied,  '*  God  knows  where  I  should  go :  I  would 
visit  the  four  comers  of  the  world.  What  the  devil !  two  hundred  pistoles ! 
!tis  an  immense  sum,  and  you'll  never  see  the  end  of  it.  If  it  be  agreeable 
to  you,  gentlemen,"  added  I,  "  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  accompanying 
you  as  fiir  as  the  city  of  Almeria,  where  I  am  going  to  take  possession  of 
the  estate  of  an  nnde,  who  has  been  settled  in  that  place  twenty  years,  or 
thereabouts." 

The  young  citizens  assured  me,  they  would  be  glad  of  my  company. 
Whereupon,  having  rested  ourselves  a  little,  we  set  forwards  altogether 
towards  Alcantara,  where  we  arrived  a  good  while  before  night,  and  went 
to  lodge  at  a  good  inn.  We  asked  for  a  room,  and  were  shown  into  one, 
where  there  was  a  press  with  a  key  in  it.  Having  bespoke  supper,  1  pro- 
posed to  my  comrades  that  we  should  go  and  see  the  town,  while  it  was 
getting  ready.  They  accepted  the  proposal ;  we  locked  up  our  knapsacks 
in  the  press,  the  key  of  which  one  of  the  citizens  put  in  his  pocket,  and 
going  out  of  the  inn  went  to  view  the  churches.  While  we  were  in  the 
cathedral,  I  pretended,  all  of  a  sudden,  to  have  an  aiair  of  consequence  in 
hand,  and  said  to  my  oompanions,  "  Gentlemen,  I  have  just  recollected 


that  s  person  of  Toledo  derired  me  to  deliver  &  short  mees^e  toa  merohMt, 
■who  liTO*  near  thie  chnrch.  Pray,  wait  for  me  here,  tad  I'll  bo  b«;k  in  tR 
instant."  So  wying,  I  left  them,  ran  to  the  inn,  flew  to  the  oheet^  forced 
the  lock;  and  rumnwging  the  knapMcks  of  my  yonng  cite,  fcnnd  thd- 


joftoles.  Poor  children  I  I  did  not  leave  them  wnorach  as  one  to  pay  fbr 
their  nighfs  lodging.  learned  all  off,  quitted  the  townaafaataspoMibls, 
and  took  the  road  to  Iferida,  without  giving  myaelf  any  brther  eonoera 
■boat  them. 

That  adventore  put  me  in  a  condition  to  travel  agreeably  :  though  I  wu 
yonng,  I  foond  myaelf  capable  of  conducting  my  wif  with  pmdtnce ;  and  I 
ttay  uy,  I  was  pretty  old,  considering  my  years.  Having  resolved  to  bny 
•  mule,  I  pat  my  resohition  in  practice  at  ihe  next  village.  I  evea  con- 
verted my  knapsack  into  a  portmanlean,  and  b^nn  to  assume  a  little  more 
ff  the  man  qf  omueqneaoe.   On  the  third  day  X  met  a  man  singing  Tespen^ 
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•a  loud  •»  he  mid  rasr,  on  thn  hi^way.  Jadgiog  by  hit  iCTfytPflt, 
thcMk  he  waa  t  cbanter,  T  «ecQ«jfced  Yam  with  courage.  "  Signor  bachelor. 
yoQ  aiog  poraly ;  yonr  heart  goea  with  yoar  profeasion  I  aae." — '^  Sir/' 
anawered  he«  "  I  am  a  chaoter  at  your  aervioe,  and  amme  myialf  with  deal- 
ing my  pipea,  as  you  hear.*' 

In  tbia  manner  we  entered  into  oonveraation,  and  I  perceiTed  that  I  had 
got  in  company  with  a  moat  witty  and  agreeable  fellow,  about  four  or  five- 
and-twenty  yeara  old.  Aa  he  travelled  on  foot,  I  made  my  mule  walk 
alowly,  that  I  might  have  the  pleaaure  of  convaraing  with  him ;  and,  among 
other  thinga,  the  diacomve  twned  on  ToJedo,  *'  I  know  that  city  perfectly 
well,"  aaid  the  chanter,  '*  I  Htw)  •  good  whila  in  it,  and  I  believe  have 
aome  frienda  there."-^"  |b  what  place,"  anawered  I,  interrupting  him  "  did 
yon  live  at  Toledo  V  Qa  lapSed,  in  the  New  Street.  I  lived  with  Don 
"^^cent  de  Bueoa  Gaifm  Uma  Mattbiaa  de  C«irdd»  and  two  or  three  more 
gentlemen  of  hoam^i  Hi  Ws^  ^^  *^  paaaed  our  time  agreeably 
together."  Thaae  vofija  avpro^d  naa ;  for  it  moat  be  obaerved,  that  thoae 
gentlemen,  whflta^  W^^  ^^  maotjoapd,  were  the  very  aharpera  with  whom 
I  kept  compan^r  at  Toledo.  "  Signer  Chanter»"  aried  I,  "  those  gentlemen, 
whom  you  base  named,  are  9$  laj  ffiywintance,  and  I  lived  with  them  in 
the  New  Street. -'—''  I  niNffptaoid  |«tt»^  be  replied*  smiling,  "  that  ia  to  aay, 
you  entc  red  into  the  epmpany,  ^ji^pf  I  }^ it  tiiree  years  ago." — *^  I  have,"Baid 
I,  quitted  thoae  geadefoen,  bae|Niaa  I  ftae  anaed  with  an  inclination  to  travel. 
I  intend  to  make  the  low  of  Spurn  ;  knowing  that  I  shall  improTe  by  expe- 
rience." "  Without  doubt/*  he  nfjfied,  '*  one  must  travel  before  one  can  have 
a  finished  educatioii ;  tl  wAlj  fpr  ihia  reason  that  I  left  Toledo,  where  I  lived 
very  agreeably.  I  thank  Heaven,"  added  he,  "  for  having  met,  when  I 
least  expected  it»  %  kxiighl  of  my  own  order.  Let  us  join,  travel  together, 
make  attempts  on  onr  neighbour's  purses,  and  lay  hold  of  -every  occasion 
that  presents  itself  of  exerting  our  akiU.** 

He  made  this  proposal  so  frankly,  and  with  such  a  good  grace  that  I 
accepted  it.  He  won  my  confidence  all  of  a  sudden,  in  bestowing  his  upon  me, 
and  we  unbosomed  oujrselvea  to  one  another.  I  reeonnted  my  history  to  him, 
and  he,  made  no  a^ystery  of  hia  adventurer  to  ne;  letting  mt  know  that  he 
was  just  come  from  Porta)^gro»  whjQnc«  an  unawpoassfal  trick  had  obliged 
him  to  escape  with  precipitntion  in  the  dress  he  now  wore.  After  he  had 
comviunicated  to  me  hia  vhole;afirawa»w^  resolved  to  go  tsMeridatogetner, 
in  order  to  try  our  fortune,  by  atrilciog  aome  hicky  t^tnke,  M  poasible,  and 
then  immediately  decamping  to  remove  ^Mwhere*  From  that  moment  o«r 
atock  became  pommon  b^wixl  uft :  indeedt  llonlBs  (ap  my  coaapanioii  waa 
called)  waa  not  in  %  very  brilliant  aiknation.  Hia  whole  Ibftaie  eonsiBted 
of  five  or  aixdaca]%.vitbaoinA  baggage  that  he  eaisiad  ^  a.wallati  hu% 


U  X  m*  nabtt  thui  ht  in  tm4j  mm^,  lie,  on  the  otlier  tuu^  v»  buc* 
oauummato  tban  I  in  tha  urt  of  deceiving  mankind. 

We  Boanted  my  mule  by  tnrna,  tad,  in  thisBaonn',  mmTingat  Ueiidi^ 
baltsd  Bt  aa  inn  in  tlie  Bmborbs,  where  m;  «oaira4«  took  out  of  bit  wallet « 
dnsa,  in  which  he  was  no  aooner  clothe^  thu  we  vent  to  take  «  tura 
ihroQgh  th*  town,  feooaBoitre  the  ground,  ^id  b^k  f«i  ao  opportunity  o£ 
ginng  to  work.  We  oonndeiad  every  ^i^eat  t&at  prewnted  itself  with 
gnat  rtUntioi,  and  aa  Homer  would  have  iRld,  reienbUd.  two  kiCei^  thiifi 
«aat  thai  eyea  abroad  to  look,  f*r  birdA  on  whioh  b>  pnj-    In  ibort* «« 


mited  in  hdpea  that  chance  wonld  afford  an  oooasion  on  which  we  might 
employ  our  indoatry,  when  we  perceived  in  the  street  au  old  grey-haired 
gentleman  fighting  agatnat  three  men,  who  pushed  hard  at  him.  I  woa 
■hocked  at  the  inequality  of  the  combat,  and,  aa  I  am  natnrally  a.  tilter, 
flew  to  the  awistauce  of  the  old  man  :  Morales  follonitig  my  example^ 
we  attacked  the  gentlemen's  three  enemiei,  and  obliged  them  to  seek  tiuiE 
aafety  in 'flight. 
)  The  senior  was  mighty  thankful.  "  We  are  very  glad,"  said  I  to  him^ 
i  "  that  we  happened  to  be  here  so  seasoDably,  to  give  you  assistance  :  but 
f  let  01  know,  at  least,  whom  we  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  serve ;  and 
pray  tell  us  for  whatreason  those  threo  men  would  have  assassinated  you." 
"  Uentleraen,"  he  replied,  "  I  am  too  much  obliged  to  refuse  the  setisfuo^. 
tion  yon  desire.  My  name  is  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  and  I  live  on  my  furtuoa 
in  this  cily;  one  of  those  assassins,  (rem  whom  you  have  delivered  roe^ 
made  Icve  to  my  daughter,  asked  her  of  me  in  marriuge  some  days  ago;, 
and.  as  he  could  not  obtain  my  consent,  attacked  me  sword  in  hand,  in  order 
to  be  revengtMl." — "  And  may  one  ask,"  I  replied,  "your  reason  jbr  ra- 
funng  your  consent  to  that  gentleman  ?" — "  I  will  tell  yon,"  said  he :  "  t 
had  a  brother,  n  merchant  in  this  city,  vhoae  name  vas  Augnstia  '•  two 
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Aiontha  ago  he  was  at  Calatraya.  and  lodged  at  the  hoase  of  J. tan  Velez  de 
Menbrilla,  his  correspondent,  with  whom  he  was  so  intimate,  that,  in  order 
to  strengthen  their  friendship  still  more,  he  promised  my  only  daughter 
Florentina  in  marriage  to  his  son.  not  doubting  that  he  had  credit  enough 
with  me  to  perform  his  promise.  Accordingly,  my  brother,  upon  his 
return  to  Merida,  no  sooner  mentioned  the  affiiir,  than  I,  oat  of  love  to  him, 
consented  to  the  marriage.  He  then  sent  Florentina's  picture  to  Calatrava ; 
bat,  alas !  had  not  the  satisfieiction  of  finishing  the  work,  for  he  died  three 
weeks  ago,  conjuring  me,  on  his  death-bed,  to  dispose  of  my  daughter  to 
none  but  his  correspondent's  son.  This  I  promised,  and  on  this  account 
refused  Florentina  to  the  gentleman  who  assaulted  me,  although  he  is  a 
very  advantageous  match.  I  am  a  slave  to  my  word,  and  every  moment 
expect  the  son  of  Juan  Velez  de  MenbriUa,  on  whom  1  will  bestow  my 
daughter  in  marriage,  though  I  never  saw  either  him  or  his  father.  I  beg 
pardon,"  continued  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  "for  troubling  you  with  this 
oration :  but  you  yourself  exacted  it  of  me." 

I  listened  to  him  with  great  attention,  and  resolved  upon  a  trick  that 
struck  me  in  the  head  of  a  sudden,  affected  great  astonishment,  lifted  up  my 
eyes  to  heaven,  and  ttuning  towards  the  old  man,  said,  in  a  pathetic  tone, 
"  Ah,  Signor  Moyadas !  is  it  possible,  that,  on  my  first  arrival  at  Merida, 
I  should  be  so  happy  as  to  save  the  life  of  my  father-in-law !"  The  old 
citizen  was  strangely  surprised  at  these  words,  as  well  as  Moralez,  who 
showed  by  his  countenance  what  a  great  rogpie  he  took  me  to  be.  *'  What 
do  I  hear  ?"  replied  the  senior.  "  How  !  are  you  the  son  of  my  brother's 
correspondent  ?" — *'  Yes,  Signor  Jerome  de  Moyadas,"  answered  I,  with 
an  audacious  countenance,  while  I  threw  my  arms  about  his  neck,  '*  I  am 
that  happy  mortal  for  whom  the  adorable  Florentina  is  destined.  Bat, 
before  I  express  my  joy  at  entering  into  your  family,  allow  me  to  shed  into 
your  bosom  the  tears  which  the  remembrance  of  your  brother  Aug^tin 
renews !  I  should  be  the  most  ungrateful  .of  all  mankind,  if  T  was  not  sen- 
sibly touched  with  the  death  of  a  person  to  whom  I  owe  all  the  happiness 
of  my  life !"  So  saying,  I  again  embraced  honest  Jerome,  and  covered  my 
e}  es  with  my  hand,  on  pretence  of  wiping  away  my  tears.  Moralez,  who, 
in  a  twinkling,  perceived  the  advantage  we  might  reap  from  a  trick  of  this 
kind,  did  not  fJEul  to  second  the  imposture ;  and  passing  for  my  valet,  even 
topped  me  in  the  sorrow  I  had  manifested  for  the  death  of  Signor  Augustin. 
"  Signor  Jerome,"  cried  he,  "  what  a  loss  you  have  sufiered  in  your  bro- 
ther's death !  he  was  such  an  honest  man !  the  very  pLoenix  of  commerce !  a 
disinterested  merchant!  a  merchant  of  integrity!  there  are  few  of  his 
fellows  to  be  met  with." 

We  had  to  do  with  a  simple  and  credulous  man,  who,  so  far  from  suspect* 
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Itig  the  cheats  was  himself  an  assiatant  io  it.  "  Aiid  why/*  Mid  he,  *'  did 
yott  not  come  straight  to  my  hoose  ?  You  should  not  have  gone  to  lodge 
at  an  inn ;  considering  the  terms  on  which  we  are»  no  ceremony  onght  to 
have  been  observed." — "  Sir,"  answered  Moralez,  taking  upon  him  to 
speak  for  me,  "  my  master  is,  I  grant  yon,  a  little  oeremonioas  :  not  but 
that  he  is  excusable  in  some  shape,  in  being  unwilling  to  appear  before  you 
in  his  present  situation :  for  we  have  been  robbed  in  our  j6umey  hither, 
and  lost  all  our  baggage." — "  The  young  man,'*  said  J,  interrupting  him, 
"  tells  you  nothing  but  the  truth,  Signor  de  Moyadas.  This  misfortune 
did  not  permit  me  to  come  to  your  house  :  I  durst  not  present  myself  in 
this  garb  before  the  eyes  of  a  mistress  who  has  not  as  yet  seen  me ;  and, 
for  that  reason  I  waited  the  return  of  a  valet,  whom  1  have  sent  to  Calalrava." 
"  This  accident,"  replied  the  old  man,  *'  ought  not  to  have  hindered  yon 
from  coming  to  stay  at  my  house,  where  I  intend  you  shall  immediately 
take  up  your  lodging." 

So  saying,  he  carried  me  home  with  him ;  and,  by  the  way,  we  talked 
of  the  pretended  robbery  that  I  had  suffered,  when  I  assured  him,  that 
what  gave  me  the  greatest  concern,  was  my  having  lost,  with  my  baggage, 
the  picture  of  Florentina.  Whereupon  the  citizen  observed  with  a  smile, 
that  I  might  console  myself  'for  that  loss  more  easily,  as  the  original  was 
better  than  the  copy.  In  effect,  as  soon  as  we  came  to  his  house,  he  called 
his  daughter,  who  was  not  above  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  might  have  been 
counted  an  accomplished  young  lady ;  saying  to  me,  "  You  see  the  object 
which  my  late  brother  promised  to  you." — "  Ah,  Signor  !"  cried  I.  with  a 
pasttonate  air,  "  yon  have  no  occasion  to  tell  me  that  this  is  the  amiable 
Florentina !  these  charming  features  are  engraven  on  my  memory,  and  still 
more  upon  my  heart.  If  the  picture  which  1  lost,  and  which  was  only  a 
slight  sketch  of  such  perfection,  could  inflame  me  with  the  most  ardent 
passion,  judge  how  I  must  be  transported  at  this  moment !" — "  You  flatter 
me  too  much,"  said  Florentina,  "  for  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  imagine  that 
my  qualifications  justify  your  discourse." — "  Go  on  with  your  compliments," 
said  the  father.  At  the  same  time  he  left  me  alone  with  his  daughter,  and 
taking  Moralez  aside,  "  Friend,"  said  he  to  him,  "  you  have  lost  all  your 
baggage,  then;  and,  without  doubt,  your  money  too."— "Yes,  sir," 
answered  my  comrade,  "  a  great  number  of  banditti  poured  upon  us,  near 
CastU  Blazo,  and  left  us  nothing  but  the  clothes  on  our  backs :  but  we  shall, 
in  a  very  short  time,  receive  bills  of  exchange,  which  will  set  all  things  to 
rights  again.'* 

"  But,  until  those  bills  arrive,"  replied  the  old  man,  taking  a  purse  out  of 
his  pocket,  "  here  are  a  hundred  pistoles  at  your  service." — "  O,  sir  I"  said 
Moraloz,  "  my  master  would  not  accept  them  for  the  worid.    I  find  yon 
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idii*t  kMW  Irfm.  Xookil  heJiaimnof  giwikiMMMjrontbMiOGdiiioWb 
il#  it  Miw  of  tboM  ftuhioinAie  fooDgtfteiVy  ^rAio  «]«  iqpt  to  tilM  tffr  fMia 
tterf  tody«  lit  4ofli  not  lov«  to  be  m  M^  moA  ymM  nxh^  b^g  fali 
bttui  thm  hormm  ono  ^Rtiatig.''<^*'6o  much  the  betMr."  wM  ttolidViMl 
ffdxdn^  '*!  iin Wi  bim  tlie  lore  on  tbit  acoomm ;  i  eainbt  tedr  to  mo 
yotng  wen  «oati>ft€t  ddbu.  I  pwdon  it  imleied  Mi^o|^leof  tptulitf,  becMM 
it  s  e  prMegpe  tfaejr  Ihito  ipsMMed  n  hmf  tiare.  I  nido't/'  ooutniHed  ho, 
"vffirmt  tky  mwtef,  end  eineo  it  will  only  g(ive  him  pun  to  oibrhiai  money, 
we  nMH  my  no  more  about  it."  With  theee  words,  he  wee  going'  to  put 
tlie  pene  in  hie  pocket  again,  but  my  oompoaion  held  hie  hand,  Mtyii^, 
**  Uold,dignor  Moyadae,  whatever  averaion  my  maa^ter  hai  to  borrowing,  I 
dcn't  deapair  of  prevailing  upon  hiii  to  airoept  yonr  hmidiied  pietoles.  It  ia 
oniy  finon  atnnigei^  he  is  diy  of  borrowitt|^ ;  he  is  not  so  ceremonioat  with 
hb  own  iiMaily  s  he  oan  even  deuand  of  hia  fiather,  with  a  good  giaoa» 
whatever  money  he  has  occasion  for.  The  young  gentleman,  yoo  parcel^ 
knows  how  to  diatiki)|oish  peiaon%  and  ought  to  hiok  upon  yon»  flr9  as  a 
saoond  fkther." 

Morales;  by  aneh  diicouiiBe,  seoured  the  purse  of  the  old  aBan«  who  eama 
and  rejoined  nsi  and  Ending  his  daughter  and  me  engaged  ki  mutual  com- 
pKmelitB^  interrupted  oar  eonversation  bf  tteUhig  Floientiaa  the  obligation 
he  lay  under  to  me ;  and,  on  that  seore,  aade  me  professions'  winch  oon* 
vinced  wut  of  his  gratitude.  I  kid  hdd  of  such  a  ft[fDumble  diapoaition* 
and  toM  the  citiaen,  that  the  most  sensible  maik  of  acknowMgement  he 
eould  show  would  be  to  hasten  my  marriage  with  his  dai^hter.  He  yidded 
¥^ith  a  good  grace  to  my  impatienoe,  assuring  me,  that  in  three  days,  at 
fkrtbest,  I  shoold  be  Florcntina's  husbcoid,  and  that  instead  of  six  ^onsaud 
duosts,  which  he  had  promised  for  her  dower,  he  wtould  give  me  tea,  as  a 
proof  of  his  beiAg  deeply  afilwted  with  the  services  I  had  done  ktm. 

llbralet  and  I,  thetefore,  lived  with  the  honeStssan,  Jerodae  de  Meyadaa« 
kiildly  Created,  and  in  the  agreeable  expectalibn  of  ten  thoueand  doeata, 
With  wkidi  we  propoaed  to  mAe  a  sudden  decampment  from  Merida*  Oar 
foft  hmWfe^er,  was  cbedied  by  fear :  we  were  apprehensive,  tSiat  in  less 
than  tliree4iiya  the  true'  soar  df  Juan  Yelez  de  la  Meahrflhi  tkmlA  arrive, 
sind  crans  ottr  goodfortawK 

This  inrwasbyiionleiMriU  founded:  for,  the  very  neit -day.,  a  kind  of 
peaaantk  loaded  with  a  poi1»anle«a>  eesne  to  the  house  of  FloMn^s's 
fisther,  when  I  was  not  at  home,  though  my  comtwde  was  present.  **  Bk" 
said  the  peasant  to  the  old  roan,  "  I  belong  to  a  young  gentleban  of  Ci3a« 
liata»  csHed  fiigawr  dela  MinbiAi,  wliois  to  be  yoar  aon^in-law.  We  are 
jnst  aiirrmi; stud  he  wffl  baherti  pimudy.  I  olme  hekftt  to  give  you 
noiid^  Of  hisapproadi."    Ha  had  aearee  spbka  theso  words,  ^dnki  Ifis 


aiLBLU.  813 

naater  appewed :  a  oinnimBU&M  tliat  smprised  the  old  man  reiy  maob, 
and  diMonoerted  Uoralei  a  little. 

Fedro,  who  waa  a  Yety  genteel  joong  fellov,  addieued  himaalf  to  Flo 
nstina'a  father :  bat  the  honest  citissn  did  not  gire  him  time  to  flnish  hii 
diaconne,  and,  turning  to  my  companion,  aaked  the  mttjuiiiig  of  oU  this. 
Then  Iforalei  who  was  aeoond  to  no  man  on  earth  in  impudence,  aasamed 
an  air  of  aaauranoe,  and  aoid  to  the  old  man,  "  Sir,  theae  two  men  belong 
to  the  troop  of  thierea  who  robbed  ns  on  the  highway:  I  recoUeot  them 
both  raj  well,  parlicnlarly  him  who  haa  the  aodadtj  to  call  himaelf  tiie 
•on  of  Signer  Joan  Telei  de  la  Ueabrilla."  The  old  oitiaea  beliered 
Uoralez,  and,  pernuded  that  the  etrangera  were  eheata,  laid  to  them- 


"  Goitlemen,  yon  oome  too  late :  your  scheme  is  prevented :  Fedro  da  la 
Henbrilla  has  been  in  my  bonae  rinoe  yeateiday."— "  Take  care  of  what 
yon  aay,"  anawered  the  yonng  man  of  CalatrsTa,  "yon  have  got  an  impos- 
tor in  yonr  fiunily ;  tat  yon  most  know  that  Jnan  Velea  de  la  If  enbrilla  has 
no  oQier  son  than  me." — "  I  know  better,"  replied  the  old  man,  "  and  am 
Bot  ignorant  of  your  rmfrMinn  :  don't  you  recollect  this  young  man,  and 
41 
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remember  ha  master,  whom  you  robbed  ?"-—«'  If  I  wai  not  ill  yottr  hone/* 
said  Pedro,  "  I  would  punish  the  insolence  of  that  cheat,  who  has  the  pre» 
sumption  to  call  me  a  robber.  Let  him  thank  your  presence,  that  restrains 
my  indignation.  Sir,"  added  he,  "yon  are  imposed  upon.  I  am  tha 
young  man  to  whom  your  brother  Augustin  promised  his  niece.  If  you 
desire  it,  I  can  show  all  the  letters  which  he  wrote  to  my  fiither  onthe  sub- 
ject of  the  marriage.  Will  you  not  believe  it  when  you  see  the  picture  of 
Florentina,  which  he  sent  to  me  some  time  before  his  death  ?" 

"  No !"  said  the  old  citizen,  interrupting  him,  '*  neither  the  picture,  nor 
the  letters  will  convince  me  :  I  know  very  well  in  what  manner  they  fell 
into  your  hands,  and  I  advise  you,  as  a  friend,  to  be  gone  from  Merida  as 
soon  as  you  can." — "  This  is  too  much/'  cried  the  young  gentleman  in  his 
turn,  "  I  will  not  suffer  my  name  to  be  stolen  with  impunity,  nor  myself 
to  be  treated  like  a  highwayman.  I  know  some  people  in  this  place  lyfaom 
I  will  find,  and  return  to  confound  this  impostor  that  has  prejudiced  you 
against  me."  So  saying,  he  retired  with  his  valet,  and  Moralez  remained 
master  of  the  field ;  nay,  this  adventure  made  Jerome  de  Moyadas  resolve 
to  have  the  marriage  celebrated  that  very  day ;  and  he  went  out  instantly,  to 
give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  occasion. 

Though  my  comrade  was  very  well  pleased  to  see  Florentina's  father  in  a 
disposition  so  favourable  for  us,  he  was  far  from  being  perfectly  at  ease ; 
fearing  the  consequence  of  the  measures  which  he  concluded  Pedro  would 
certainly  take,  he  waited  for  me  with  impatience  to  communicate  what  had 
happened.  Finding  him,  at  my  return,  plunged  in  a  profound  reverie, 
"  What  is  the  matter,  friend  ?'*  said  I,  *'  thou  seemest  in  a  brown  study v** 
He  replied,  *'  If  I  am,  it  is  not  without  reason,"  and  informed  me  of  the 
whole  afiair ;  adding,  "  Thou  seest  what  cause  I  have  to  muse.  It  was 
you  alone,  who  rashly  threw  us  into  this  dilemma.  It  was  a  shining  enter* 
prise,  I  own,  and  would  have  crowned  thee  with  glory  had  it  succeeded : 
but  in  all  appearance,  it  will  end  ill ;  and  it  is  my  advice,  that,  in  order  to 
prevent  explanations,  we  immediately  betake  ourselves  to  our  heels,  with  the 
feather  which  we  have  plucked  from  the  honest  man's  wing." 

"  Signer  Moralez,"  answered  I  to  this  proposal,  '*  you  yield  to  difficulties, 
I  find,  very  soon,  and  don*t  do  a  great  deal  of  honour  to  Don  Matthias  de 
Cordel,  and  the  other  cavaliers,  with  whom  you  lived  at  Toledo :  one,  who 
has  served  his  apprenticeship  under  such  able  masters,  ought  not  to  be  easily 
alarmed.  As  for  me,  who  intend  to  walk  in  the  steps  of  these  heroes,  and 
prove  myself  a  worthy  pupil,  I  will  bear  up  against  the  obstacle  that  terrifies 
you,  anc^  make  my  utmost  effort  to  surmount  it."— >*'  I  you  accomplish 
that,"  said  my  companion,  "  I  will  prefer  you  to  all  the  great  men  m 
Plutarch." 
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jMt  at  Monlez  bad  done  apeakiag,  Jerome  de  Moyadaa  comiDg  in,  Mud 
to  me*  ''  Yott  ahall  be  my  8on-in*]aw  thia  very  evening :  your  servant*  I 
apppoae,  bas  told  yon  wbat  bas  bappened.  Wbat  do  yon  tbink  of  tbe  impu- 
dence of  tbe  rogue*  wbo  would  bave  made  me  believe  tbat  be  waa  tbe  son 
of  my  brotber's  comeipondent  ?" — "  Signor/'  answered  I,  in  a  melancboly 
tone*  and  witb  tbe  moat  ingenioua  air  I  could  aflect»  "  I  find  I  am  not  qualified 
to  carry  on  a  deceit.  I  muat  sincerely  own  tbat  I  am  not  tbe  son  of  Juan 
Veles  de  Menbrilla."-*"  Wbat  do  I  bear !"  cried  tbe  old  man,  interruptiog 
me  witb  equal  precipitation  and  surprise,  "bow!  you  not  tbe  young 
man,  to  wbom  my  brotber*" — "Fray,  sir!"  said  I,  interrupting  bim 
bim  in  my  torn,  "  be  so  good  as  to  bear  me  to  an  end.  I  bave  loved  your 
dangbter  tbese  eigbt  days,  during  wbicb  my  passion  bas  detained  me  at 
Merida ;  and  yesterday,  after  baving  come  to  your  assistance,  I  was  about 
to  demand  ber  in  marriage,  wben  you  stopped  my  moutb,  by  giving  me  to 
understand  tbat  sbe  waa  destined  for  anotber.  You  told  me,  tbat  your 
brotber  in  bis  last  moments,  conjured  you  to  bestow  ber  upon  Pedro  de  la 
MenbriUa;  tbat  you  promised  to  comply  witb  bis  request,  and,  in  abort, 
tbat  yon  were  a  slave  to  your  word.  This  information,  I  confess,  over* 
wbelmed  me ;  and  my  love,  reduced  to  despair,  inspired  me  witb  tbe  stra« 
tagem  I  pot  in  practice.  I  must  tell  tou,  bowever,  tbat  I  secretly  upbraided 
myself  witb  tbe  trick  I  bad  put  upon  you ;  but  I  flattered  myself  tbat  you 
would  forgive  it,  wben  I  should  bave  discovered  it,  and  convinced  you  that 
I  am  an  Italian  prince,  wbo  travel  incognito,  and  that  my  father  is  sovereign 
of  certain  valleys  situated  between  tbe  Swiss,  tbe  Milanese,  and  Savoy.  I 
imagined  that  you  would  be  agreeably  surprised,  when  I  should  bave  revealed 
my  birth ;  and  I  felt  all  the  pleasure  of  a  delicate  and  passionate  husband, 
in  tbe  hope  of  declaring  it  to  florentina,  after  our  marriage.  Heaven," 
added  I,  changing  my  tone,  "  would  not  indulge  me  in  so  much  joy ;  Pedro 
de  la  MenbriUa  appears,  and  I  must  restore  bim  his  name,  how  much  soever 
tbe  restitution  will  cost  me.  You  are  engaged,  by  your  promise,  to  choose 
him  for  a  son-in«law ;  and  it  is  your  duty  to  prefer  him  to  me,  without 
regard  to  my  rank,  or  compassion  for  the  cruel  situation  to  which  you 
are  going  to  reduce  me.  I  will  not  pretend  to  represent,  that  your 
iMTotber  waa  only  the  undo  of  your  daughter,  and  that,  you  being  ber 
&tber,  it  is  more  juat  to  acquit  yourself  of  tbe  obligation  you  owe  to  me, 
than  to  make  it  a  point  of  honour  to  keep  a  promise,  wbicb  is  but  slightly 
binding." 

"  Yes,  doubtless,  it  ia  so,"  cried  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  "  therefore  I  do 
not  intend  to  hesitate  between  you  and  Don  Pedro  de  la  MenbriUa.  If  my 
brotber  Augnstin  waa  stiU  alive  be  would  not  blame  me  for  giving  the  pre* 
ference  to  a  man  wbo  saved  my  life,  and  who  is,  moreover  a  prince,  wbp 
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does  not  disdain  to  ask  my  alHanoe.  I  must  be  an  enemy  to  my  own  happi* 
ness,  and  entirely  deprived  of  my  mideratanding,  if  I  did  not  give  yon  my 
daoghter,  and  even  press  the  celebration  of  the  marriage." — '*  Bat,  Signor," 
I  refdied,  "  do  nothing  impetaonsly,  eonsnlt  your  interest  oidy,  and,  not* 
withstanding  the  nobility  of  my  bkwd** — **  Sore  yoa  jest !"  said  he,  ii^er^ 
mpting  me,  '*  ought  I  to  hesitate  one  moment  ?  No,  my  prince,  I  moat 
humbly  beseech  you  to  honour  the  happy  Florentina  with  your  hand  thia 
very  evening/'—*"  Well,"  said  I,  '*  be  it  so ;  go  carry  the  news  jroursetf, 
and  inform  her  of  her  glorious  fate." 

While  the  honest  citizen  flew  eagerly  to  tell  his  daughter  that  she  had 
made  a  conquest  of  a  prince.  Morales,  who  had  heard  the  whole  oonveraa* 
tion,  threw  himself  on  his  knees  befDre  me,  sa3ring,  "  Monsignor  the  Italian 
prince,  son  of  a  sovereign  of  the  valleys  situated  between  the  Swiss,  Milan* 
ese,  and  Savoy,  give  me  leave  to  embrace  the  feet  of  your  highness,  and 
testify  the  excessive  joy  I  feel.  Upon  the  faith  of  a  knave,  I  look  upon  you 
as  a  prodig}\  I  thought  myself  the  first  man  in  the  world,  but  truly  I  strike 
to  you,  although  you  have  less  experience  than  I." — "  What  I  you  are  no 
longer  uneasy,  I  hope,"  said  I  to  him.  "  Oh !  not  at  all,"  answered  he, 
"  I  am  no  longer  afraid  of  Signer  Pedro ;  let  him  come  again  as  soon  as  he 
pleases."  Morales  and  I  now  being  firm  in  the  stirrups,  began  to  regulate 
the  course  we  should  take  with  the  dowry,  on  which  we  depended  so  much, 
that  we  could  not  have  thought  ourselves  more  secure  of  it  had  it  been 
already  in  our  pockets.  We  had  not  as  yet  got  it  for  all  that,  and  the 
catastrophe  of  the  adventure  did  not  answer  our  expectation. 

In  a  little  time  the  young  man  of  Caiatrava  returned,  accompanied  by  two 
citizens  and  an  alguazil,  as  formidable  on  account  of  his  whiskers  and 
swarthy  complexion  as  of  his  employment.  Florentina's  father  being  pre- 
sent, "Signer  de  Moyadas,"  said  Pedro  to  him,  "I  have  brought  hither 
three  creditable  people,  who  know  me,  and  can  tell  you  who  I  am," — "  Yes, 
sure !"  cried  the  alguazil,  "  I  can  teU,  and  I  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  con« 
cem,  that  I  know  you.  Yom*  name  is  Pedro,  and  you  are  the  only  son  of 
Juan  Velez  de  laMenbriUa :  whoever  maintains  the  contrary  is  an  impostor." 
"  I  believe  you,  Mr.  Alguazil,"  said  the  honest  man  Jerome  de  Moyadas, 
**  your  evidence  is  sacred  with  me,  as  well  as  that  of  the  gentieman  merchants 
who  are  along  with  you.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  young  cavalier, 
who  conducted  you  hither,  is  the  only  son  of  my  brother's  correspondent : 
but  that  does  not  signify,  I  am  no  longer  in  the  mind  to  give  him  my 
daughter." 

"  Oho !  thatV  another  affair,"  said  the  alguazil ;  "  I  came  Litiier  only 
to  assure  you,  that  I  know  this  young  man.  You  are  itfaster  of  your 
child,  and  nobody  can  compel  you  to  part  with  her  against  your  indina* 
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tids." — "Nor  do  I  intend,"  nid  Podro,  intermptuig  Um,  to  oflbr  n»- 
Inee  to  the  inolinatioii  of  Signor  do  Hoyadu ;  "  bat  he  will  give  me  Iwn 
to  tA,  why  he  hu  chaoged  laa  Mattiment^  oi  if  he  has  any  camo 
to  complain  of  me.  Let  me  be  Meoxed,  «t  least,  that  I  have  not  hwt  Hu 
sweet  hope  of  being  his  son-in-law  by  my  own  misbeharionr."— "I  haTa 
no  eauae  to  eomplaiu  of  yon,"  replied  the  old  man,  ■'  and  will  even  own, 
that  it  is  with  regret  I  see  myself  nndur  a  neoeitity  of  breaking  my  word, 
for  wbioh  I  conjure  you  to  forgive  me.  I  am  persoaded,  that  yon  an  too 
generous  to  take  it  amiss  that  I  prefer  to  yen  a  rival  who  has  saved  my 
Ufa.  Jtere  he  is,"  panned  he,  showing  me  to  the  company,  "  this  ii  the 
penon  who  Teaoned  me  fh>m  the  most  imminent  danger;  and  that  my 
excuse  may  have  stiU  more  fovoe,  I  most  iufcrm  yon  he  is  no  leas  than  an 
Italiu  piinoe." 


At  these  last  words,  Pedro  became  mute  and  confounded;  the  two 
merohaBts  stared  with  the  utmost  surprise ;  but  the  eJguasil,  HOBstomei 
to  look  upon  the  worst  side  of  eveiything,  suspected  this  wondetAil 
adventon  to  be  a  brick  that  might  turn  out  to  his  advantage  ;  he  eyed  me 
very  attentively,  and  his  good  will  being  baffled  by  my  featares,  which 
wen  utterly  unknown  to  him,  he  examined  my  comrade  with  the  same 
attention.  Uoluckily  for  my  highness,  he  reooUeoted  Koiales,  and  lemem- 
bering  to  have  seen  him  in  the  priion  of  Cuidad  Seal,  "  Aha  I  "  otied  hs^ 
"  hen  is  OM  of  osr  onstomMs;  1  rameaiber  this  gentleman,  who,  I  assui* 
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yoa,  IS  one  of  the  most  perfect  sharpen  wkhin  the  Idngdoms  «&d  princi* 
pelities  of  Spain/' — ''Softiy,  Mr.  Algoasil/'  aaid  Jerome  de  Moyada% 
**  the  young  man  whom  yon  paint  so  disadvantageoufily  ie  the  domestic  of 
a  prince."—"  Very  well,"  repUed  the  algvasil  I  know  enough  to  form  my 
reaolation  accordingly,  and  jadge  of  the  maater  by  the  man.  I  don't  doobl 
that  theae  gallants  are  two  cheats,  who  have  agreed  to  impose  upon  yon. 
I  know  how  to  manage  in  soch  caaes ;  and  to  let  yon  see  that  these  wits 
are  adventurers,  I  will  carry  them  instantly  to  gaol.  I  intend  to  introdoee 
them  to  a  private  conversation  with  Monsieor  the  oorregidor ;  after  which, 
they  will  fed  that  whipping  is  not  yet  out  of  fuhion." — *'  Hdd  there,  nuw« 
ter  officer,"  replied  the  old  man,  <*  don't  let  os  pnsh  matters  so  Car :  people 
of  your  profession  s^e  not  afraid  of  giving  pain  to  a  worthy  man.  May  not 
this  valet  be  a  rogae,  and  his  maater  a  man  of  honour  ?  Is  it  a  new  tiling 
to  see  sharpers  in  the  aervioe  of  princes  ?" — "  You  jdce  with  your  princes/* 
said  the  alguazil ;  "  this  young  fdlow  is  a  knight  of  the  pOBt,  yon  may 
depend  upon  it,  and  I  arrest  him  and  his  comrade  in  the  king's  name.  I 
have  twenty  soldiers  at  the  door,  who  shall  drag  them  to  prison,  if  they 
refuse  to  go  with  a  good  grace.  "  Come  my  prince,"  addreasing  himself 
to  me,  "  let  us  march." 

I  was  thunderstruck  at  theae  words,  as  well  as  Moralez,  and  our  concern 
rendered  us  suspected  to  Jerome  de  Moyadas :  or  rather  convinced  him, 
that  we  actually  had  a  design  to  defraud  him.  On  this  occasion,  however, 
he  behaved  like  a  gallant  man ;  aaying  to  the  alguazil,  "  Master  officer^ 
perhaps  your  suspicions  are  Mae,  and  perhapa  they  are  but  too  true.  Be  it 
aa  it  will,  let  us  dive  no  farther  into  the  afiair :  let  these  two  young  cavaliers 
retire  wheresoever  they  please  to  go,  and  I  beg  yon  will  not  oppose  their 
retreat ;  it  ia  a  favour  I  ask,  in  order  to  acquit  myadf  of  the  obligation  I 
owe  them." — "  Were  I  strictly  to  do  my  duty,"  answered  the  alguazD, 
"  I  ahonld  imprison  these  gentleman,  without  having  any  regard  to  your 
entreaty ;  but,  for  your  aake,  I  will  relax  a  little,  provided  they  quit  the 
town  this  instant :  for  if  I  meet  them  to-morrow,  egad  I  they  shall  see 
what  will  become  of  them/' 

When  Moralez  and  I  understood  that  we  were  free,  we  recollected 
ourselves  a  little,  endeavoured  to  talk  boldly,  and  affirmed  that  we  were 
persons  of  honour ;  but  the  alguazil,  silenced  us  with  a  fierce  look  ;  and  I 
don't  know  how  these  people  have  an  ascendancy  over  ua.  We  were 
obliged,  therefore,  to  abandon  florentinB  and  her  portion  to  Pedro  de  la 
Menbrilla,  who,  doubtless,  became  the  son-in-law  of  Jerome  de  Moyadas, 
and  retire  with  all  speed,  taking  the  road  to  Truxillo,  with  the  conaoladoa 
d  having,  at  least,  got  a  hundred  pistoles  by  the  adventure.  About  an 
hour  before  night,  passing  by  a  little  village,  with  a  reaolation  of  gobg 
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fardier  before  we  ^ovld  bait,  we  perceiy^  an  inn  of  a^  pretty  good  appear- 
anee  for  tbat  plaoe>  and  the  landlord*  with  his  wife,  sitting  tm  long  atones 
«t  the  door.  The  husband,  a  taU»  meagre  old  fellow,  thmmmed  upon  a 
wretched  guitar»  for  the  diyerson  of  his  wife,  who  seemed  to  listen  with 
pleasure*  "  Gentlemen/'  cried  the  landlord,  when  he  saw  we  did  not  stop, 
''  I  advise  yon  to  halt  at  this  place :  you  won't  find  a  village  within  three 
weary  leagaes  of  this ;  and  even  there,  I  assure  you,  you  won't  be  so  well 
aerved  as  here;  take  my  word  for  it,  and  walk  into  my  house,  where  I  will 
entertain  you  faandsomdy,  at  a  reasonable  rate."  We  snflered  oursdves  to 
be  persuaded,  and  approaching  the  man  and  his  wife,  bid  them  good  even ; 
and  having  seated  ourselves  by  them,  began  all  four  to  talk  of  indifierent 
•abjecta.  The  landlord  said  he  was  an  officer  of  the  holy  brotherhood,  and 
his  wile  was  a  fot  merry  dame,  who  seemed  to  understand  very  well  how  to 
vend  her  commodities. 

Our  conversation  was  inteirupted  by  the  arrival  of  twelve  or  fifteen  cava« 
fiers,  some  mounted  on  mules,  and  some  on  horseback,  followed  by  thirty 
baggage  moyls  laden  with  bales.  **  Ah  I  what  a  number  of  princes !" 
cried  the  landford,  at  sight  of  so  many  people,  "  where  shall  I  find  lodging 
for  them  all  ?''  In  a  moment  the  village  was  crowded  with  men  and  beasts. 
There  was  luckily,  near  the  inn,  a  vast  bam,  in  which  the  moyls  and  the 
baggage  were  disposed :  the  mules  and  horses  belonging  to  the  cavaliers 
were  put  in  o^ber  places ;  and  as  for  the  men,  they  did  not  concern  them- 
selvea  so  mudi  about  finding  beds,  as  in  bespeaking  a  good  supper.  The 
landlord,  his  wife,  and  a  young  maid-servant  belonging  to  the  house,  were 
not  idle :  they  daughteied  all  the  poultry  in  their  yard,  which,  joined  to 
KMne  ragouts  made  of  rabbits  and  cats,  and  a  plentiful  dish  of  soup,  oom^ 
posed  of  caulifiowers  and  mutton,  furnished  entertainment  enough  for  the 
whole  company. 

Morales  and  I  looked  at  the  cavaliers,  who  from  time  to  time  eyed  us 
also.  At  last  we  entered  into  conversation,  and  tdd  them,  that  if  it  was 
agreeable,  we  would  sop  in  company.  They  assured  us  that  we  could  not 
do  them  a  greater  pleasure :  so  we  sat  down  altogether  at  table.  There 
was  one  among  them,  who  seemed  to  be  the  chief;  and  for  whom  the  rest, 
though  otherwise  very  familiar,  did  not  fail  to  show  some  deference :  it  ia 
tme,  indeed,  he  kept  the  upper  end,  talked  in  an  elevated  tone  of  voice, 
and  even  contradicted  sometimes,  in  a  cavalier  manner,  the  sentiments  of 
the  rest,  who,  far  from  replying  in  the  same  manner  to  him,  seemed  to 
rcqpect  his  opinions.  The  discourse  falling,  by  accident,  on  Andalusia ; 
and  Morales  taking  it  into  his  head  to  praise  Seville,  this  man  said  to  him, 
*'  Signor  Cavalier,  you  are  making  the  eulogium  of  the  city  where  I  first 
drew  breath,  or  at  least  I  was  bom  in  its  neighbourhood,  aince  the  town  of 
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Mayrete  gave  me  to  the  world." — "  I  can  say  the  same  thing/'  aasiiered 
my  companion ;  ''  I  was  Ukewise  bom  at  Mayrena,  and  I  must  oertainly 
know  your  parents :  pray,  whow  son  are  yon  ?" — "  I  am/'  said  the 
cavalier*  '*  the  aon  of  an  honest  notary,  called  Marthi  Moralez/'—- "  Upon 
my  fiaith*  cried  my  comrade  with  emotion,  "  the  adventare  is  eztremdy 
singular ;  yon  are  then  my  eldest  brother  Mannel  Morales/'—"  The  Terr 
same,"  said  the  other;  "  and  yon  are,  I  suppose,  my  yoong brother,  Lewis, 
whom  I  left  in  the  cradle,  when  I  quitted  my  fisither's  house  ?*' — *'  That  is 
my  name,  indeed,"  replied  my  comrade.  Upon  which  they  both  got  op, 
and  embraced  one  another  with  great  afieotioii.  Then  Signor  Manuel  said 
to  the  company,  "  Gentlemen,  this  event  is  altogether  marrellous  !  I  have, 
by  accident,  met  and  discovered  a  brother,  whom  I  have  not  seen  these 
twenty  years,  and  more  t  allow  me  to  present  him  to  the  company/'  AD 
the  cavaliers,  who  kept  themselves  standing,  out  of  complaisance,  sainted 
the  youDg  Morales,  and  loaded  him  with  caresses.  Afterwards,  we  sat 
down  again  at  table,  where  we  remained  all  night  without  going  to  bed ; 
the  two  bcothers  sitting  by  one  another,  and  conversing  by  themselves 
about  their  ftimily,  while  the  other  goests  drank  and  made  merry. 

Lewis,  after  a  long  conversation  with  Mannel,  taking  me  aside,  said, 
"  AH  these  cavaliers  are  domestics  of  the  Count  de  Montanos,  whom  the 
king  has  lately  named  for  viceroy  of  Majorca.  They  are  conducting  their 
master's  equipage  to  Alicant,  where  they  are  to  embark.  My  brother,  who 
is  become  steward  to  that  noblemen,  has  promised  to  carry  me  along  witii 
him :  and,  on  account  of  the  reluctance  I  expressed  in  leaving  you,  told  me, 
that  if  you  would  accompany  us,  he  would  procure  for  yon  a  good  employ* 
meat.  Dear  friend/'  added  he,  "  I  advise  thee  not  to  disdain  the  ofler : 
let  us  go  together  to  the  island  of  Majorca :  if  we  find  it  agreeable,  we  wtU 
stay  there ;  and  if  we  shall  be  displeased  with  our  situation,  we  will  return 
to  Spain." 

I  willingly  embraced  the  proposal ;  young  Morales  and  I  joined  the 
count's  officers,  and  set  out  with  them  from  the  inn  before  day.  Having 
by  long  marches  gained  the  city  of  Alicant,  I  bought  a  guitar,  and  took  off 
a  handsome  suit  of  clothes  before  our  embarkation ;  thinking  of  nothing 
but  the  island  of  Majorca ;  and  Lewis  Morales  was  in  the  same  disposition. 
We  seemed  to  have  renounced  sharping  altogether.  To  tell  you  the  truth, 
we  had  a  mind  to  pass  for  persons  of  honour  among  the  cavalierB  in  whose 
company  we  were,  and  that  kept  a  check  npcm  our  geniusses.  At  last  we  went 
merrily  on  board,  flattering  ourselves  with  the  hopes  of  being  at  Migorca 
in  a  very  little  time :  but  scarce  had  we  deared  the  gulf  of  Alicant,  when  a 
terrible  tempest  arose.  I  might  in  this  part  of  my  relation  take  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a  fine  description  of  the  storm ;  to  paint  the  hair  all  on  fire. 
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to  make  the  thunder  roar,  the  winds  whistle,  the  movntain^hillowt  roll,  &e. 
Bet  aU  these  flowers  of  rhetoric  apart,  1  assore  yon  the  honricane  was 
violent,  and  ohliged  us  to  hear  away  for  the  point  of  the  island  of  Cahrcra,  a 
desert  isle,  in  whioh  there  is  a  little  fort,  at  that  time  ganriaoned  by  an  officer 
and  five  or  six  soldiers,  who  gave  us  a  very  hospitable  reception. 

As  we  were  obBg^  to  stay  there  several  days,  in  order  to  repair  ov 
sails  and  tackle,  we  invented  diflerent  kinds  of  amusements  to  pass  the  time 
agreeably.  Each  followed  his  own  inclinations ;  some  played  at  primero» 
ethers  sought  different  diversions,  and  I  went  to  walk  through  the  island, 
accompanied  by  those  who  loved  such  exercise.  We  skipped  from  rock  to 
rock,  for  the  ground  was  very  uneven,  fuU  of  stones,  and  very  deficient  in 
good  soil.  One  day,  while  we  considered  these  parched  withered  places, 
and  admired  the  caprice  of  nature,  that  shows  herself  fruitful  or  barren  as 
she  pleases,  our  noses  were  invaded  all  of  a  sudden  with  a  most  agreeable 
smeU.  We  immediately  turned  to  the  eastward,  firom  whence  thAt  odour 
came,  and  perceived  with  astonishment,  among  the  rocks,  a  large,  round* 
green  spot,  surrounded  with  honeysuckles,  even  more  beautiful  and  swee^ 
scented  than  those  that  grow  in  Andulasia.  We  approached  with  pleasure 
those  charming  shrubs,  which  perfumed  the  air  all  round,  and  found  that 
tiiey  bordered  upon  the  entry  of  a  very  deep  cavern,  which  was  large  and 
light ;  we  descended  to  the  bottom  of  it,  by  steps  of  stone,  the  ends  of 
whioh  were  adorned  with  flowers,  the  whole  forming  a  sort  of  natural 
staircase.  When  we  had  got  down,  we  saw  several  little  rills  of  water* 
which  derived  their  sources  from  drops  that  incessantly  distilled  from  the 
rocks  within,  creeping  along  sand  more  yellow  than  gold,  and  losing  them- 
selves in  the  earth.  The  water  seemed  so  pure,  that  we  were  Jtempted  to 
drink,  and  found  it  so  fresh,  that  we  resolved  to  return  next  day  to  the 
same  place  with  sume  bottles  of  wine,  persuaded  that  we  should  empty 
them  with  vast  pleasure. 

It  was  with  regret  we  quitted  such  an  agreeable  place,  and,  when  we 
went  back  to  the  fort,  we  did  not  fail  to  boast  of  our  discovery  i  but  the 
commandant  cautioned  us,  as  a  friend,  against  returning  to  the  cavern, 
with  which  we  were  so  mudi  charmed.  "  For  what  ?"  said  I  to  him,  "  Is 
there  any  thing  to  fear  ?" — '*  Yes,  without  doubt,"  he  replied :  '*  the  euwiirs 
of  Algiers  and  Tripoli  sometimes  land  on  this  tale,  to  water  atthat  s|Hring»  and 
one  day  surprised  two  soldiers  of  my  garrison  whom  they  made  slaves."  U 
was  in  vain  for  the  officer  to  teU  us  this  with  a  serious  air;  he  couldnot  persuade 
us,  for  we  believed  that  he  jested ;  and  next  day  I  returned  to  the  cavern, 
with  three  more  of  my  companions,  without  providing  ourselves  with  fire- 
arms, to  show  that  we  dreaded  nothing.  Young  Morales  would  not  be  of  the 
party,  choosing  rather  to  stay  with  his  brother,  and  play  in  the  fort, 
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Having  descended,  as  the  day  before,  to  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  wa 
cooled  some  bottles  of  wine,  that  we  had  brought  along  with  us,  in  the 
rivulets;  and  while  we  drank  them  delidooslv.  playing  on  the  guitar, 
and  conversing  pleasantly  together,  we  saw  several  men  appear  at  the 
mouth  of  the  cavern  above,  with  large  whiskers,  turbans,  and  Turkish  dress. 
We  imagined  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  count's  domestics,  with  the  com- 
mandant of  the  fort,  who  had  thus  disguised  themselves,  in  order  to  frighten 
us ;  and  prepossessed  with  this  fancy,  began  to  laugh,  letting  no  less  than 
ten  of  them  come  down,  without  thinking  of  defending  ourselves.  We  were« 
hoVrever,  soon  undeceived  in  a  melancholy  manner,  and  convinced  that  it 
was  a  corsair,  who  came  with  his  people  to  carry  us  off.  "  Surrender,  you 
dogs,"  he  cried,  in  the  Castilian  tongue,  "  or  you  shall  be  all  put  to  the 
sword."  At  the  same  time  his  followers  presented  their  carabines  to  us, 
and  we  should  have  undergone  a  fine  discharge  had  we  made  the  least 
resistance.  We  preferred  slavery  to  death,  and  gave  our  swords  to  the 
pirate,  who  ordered  us  to  be  loaded  with  chains,  and  conducted  to  hia 
vessel,  which  was  not  far  off:  then  setting  sail,  he  steered  with  a  ftdr  wind 
towards  Algiers. 

In  this  manner  were  we  punished  for  neglecting  the  caution  of  the 
officer  of  the  garrison.  The  first  thing  that  the  corsair  did  was  to  rifle  us 
of  all  the  monev  we  had.  What  a  fine  windfall  for  him !  The  two  hun- 
dred  pistoles  taken  from  the  young  citizens  of  Plaoentia,  the  hundred  whicli 
Moralez  had  received  firom  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  and  which  unluckily  I  had 
about  me,  were  all  swept  away  without  mercy.  My  companions  had  also 
their  purses  well  furnished.  In  short,  it  was  an  excellent  prize.  The  pirate 
was  rejoiced  at  his  good  luck ;  and  the  rascal,  not  satisfied  with  our  'plun- 
der, insulted  us  with  his  raillery,  which  we  did  not  feel  half  so  much  as  the 
necessity  that  compelled  us  to  bear  it.  After  a  thousand  jokes,  he  ordered 
the  bottles  of  which  we  had  cooled  at  the  fountain,  and  which  his  people 
had  taken  care  to  seize,  to  be  brought  to  him,  and  began  to  empty  them 
with  his  crew,  drinking  to  our  health  by  way  of  derision. 
«  During  this  conjuncture,  the  countenances  of  my  comrades  expressed  the 
pain  they  felt :  and  their  davery  mortified  them  the  more,  because  they 
had  formed  the  most  delightful  idea  of  their  voyage  to  the  island  of  Majorca, 
where  they  had  laid  their  account  with  leading  a  most  delicious  life.  As 
for  me,  I  had  fortitude  enough  to  project  a  plan  of  conduct  for  myself;  and, 
less  afraid  than  my  fellows,  entered  into  conversation  with  the  raiUer,  and 
even  returned  his  jokes  with  a  good  grace.  Pleased  with  my  behaviour-^ 
**  Young  man,"  said  he,  "  I  like  thy  disposition ;  for,  in  the  main,  instead  of 
sighing  and  groaning,  it  is  better  for  one  to  arm  himself  with  patience, 
and  sail  with  the  stream.    Play  to  us  a  small  air,"  added  he,  observing 
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that  I  had  a  gaitar ;  "  let  us  see  what  thou  canst  do."  I  obeyed  ^him,  as 
soon  as  he  had  ordered  my  arms  to  be  unchained,  and  began  to  thrum 
upon  my  guitar  in  such  a  manner  as  acquired  his  applause.  I  had  indeed 
learned  under  the  best  master  in  Madrid,  and  played  on  that  instrument 
pretty  well.  I  sang  likewise,  and  my  voice  gave  no  less  satisfaction.  All 
the  Turks  in  the  vessel  expressed  the  pleasure  they  felt  in  hearing  me,  oy 
gestures  of  admiration :  a  circumstance  from  which  I  concluded  that  their 
taste  for  music  was  not  e^tretnely  delicate.  The  pirate  whispered  to  me» 
that  I  should  not  be  an  unhappy  slave  :  and  that  one  of  my  talents  might 
depend  upon  an  employment  that  would  make  my  captivity  very  supportable. 

I  felt  some  joy  at  these  words ;  but,  flattering  as  they  were,  I  had  abun- 
dance of  uneasiness  on  the  score  of  this  occupation,  with  the  promise  of 
which  the  corsair  regaled  me.  When  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  Algiers, 
we  saw  a  great  number  of  people  assembled  to  receive  us,  who,  as  soon  as 
we  were  landed,  shouted  with  joy :  besides  the  air  resounded  with  the  con- 
fused noise  of  trumpets,  Moresco  flutes,  and  other  instruments  used  in  that 
country,  which  formed  a  symphony  more  loud  than  agreeable.  The  cause 
of  these  rejoicings  was  a  fedse  report  which  spread  through  tbe  city,  import- 
ing that  the  renegado  Mehemet,  this  was  our  pirate's  name,  had  perished 
in  attacking  a  large  Genoese  vessel ;  so  that  all  his  friends,  informed  of  his 
return,  were  eager  in  their  expressions  of  joy. 

.  We  had  no  sooner  set  foot  on  shore,  than  I  and  my  companions  were 
conducted  to  the  palace  of  Dey  Solyman,  where  a  Christian  secretary, 
examining  us  one  by  one,  asked  our  names,  ages,  country,  religion,  and 
qualifications.  Then  Mehemet,  showing  me  to  the  Dey,  extolled  my  voice* 
and  ^assured  him,  that  I  played  ravishingly  on  the  guitar.  This  was  enough 
to  determine  Solyman  to  choose  me  for  his  own  service :  accordingly  I  was 
attached  to  his  seraglio,  while  the  other  captives  were  led  into  a  public 
place,  and  sold  according  to  custom.  What  Mehemet  had  foretold  to  me 
in  the  vessel  came  to  pass«  My  condition  was  very  happy ;  far  from  being 
abandoned  to  jailers,  or  employed  in  laborious  work,  I  was,  by  order  of 
Solyman,  disposed  of  in  a  particular  place,  with  five  or  six  slaves  of  quality, 
who  expected  every  moment  to  be  rededned,  and  whose  tasks  were  far 
from  being  painful.  My  business  was  to  water  the  orange  trees  and  flowers 
in  the  garden,  and  I  could  not  have  been  favoured  with  a  more  agreeable 
occupation. 

Soljrman  was  a  man  about  forty  years  of  age,  well-shaped,  very  polite, 
and,  for  a  Turk,  mighty  gallant.  His  chief  favourite  was  a  Cashemirian 
woman,  who,  by  her  understanding  and  beauty,  had  acquired  an  absolute 
dominion  over  him.  He  loved  her  even  to  adoration,  and  treated  her 
every  day  with  some  entertainment  or  other ;  sometimes  with  a  concert  of 


Tocal  mi  inrtramentd  miwio,  and  someBmai  with  a  comedy  in  the  Tnrld  A 
taste  ■  thkt  is  to  aay,  s  dramatio  poem,  m  which  modeety  (md  deooiUB  wen 
u  little  regarded  as  the  role*  of  Aii«toUe.  The  favorite,  whoM  name  waa 
Famkhuaz,  waa  pasMonately  fond  of  Iheso  dirawioni,  and  eyea  made  het 
sometime*  represent  AMbian  pieoea  before  the  Dey;  whwein  sh» 
herself  ptajed  a  part,  and  charmed  all  tha  ^eotatora  by  Uu  graoo  and 
Tivaoity  of  her  action  I  being  tme  day  among  the  musuiiana,  at  a  repre- 
sentation of  this  kind,  Solyman  ordered  mo  to  play  upon  the  guitar,  and 


flUg  alone,  between  tbe  acta.  I  bad  the  good  fbrtone  to  pleasn,  was  reiy 
mnoh  applauded,  and  the  fsTonrite  seemed  to  bok  upon  me  with  a  fevour- 
abla  eye. 

The  TBiy  next  day,  while  I  was  busied  in  watering  the  orange-trees  in 
tbe  garden,  an  ennuch  passing  by  me,  without  stopping,  or  speaking  one 
word,  dropped  a  billet  at  my  feet :  I  took  it  np  in  oonf^on  made  ud  o' 
fear  and  joy.  I  lay  down  upm  the  gronnd,  that  I  might  not  be  aoen  from 
the  windows  of  the  eeragUo,  and  eoneealing  myself  behind  ttie  boxes  in 
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which  the  orange-treea  ware  planted,  opened  the  letter,  in  vhieh  I  found  • 
pretty  valuable  diamond,  and  theae  words  in  good  CtiatiUian ; 

"Tomu  Christian,  thank  heaven  for  thy  captivity — Love  uid  fortune 
will  make  tbee  happy — Lore,  if  thou  art  aenaible  to  the  ohanna  of  a  beau- 
tiful woman :  and  fortune,  if  thou  bast  counige  to  deapiae  the  greatest 
dunger." 

I  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  that  the  letter  oame  from  the  £irourite  Sul- 
tana: the  ityle  and  diamond  persuaded  me  that  she  mu»t  hare  been  the 
author.  BesidiM  that  I  am  not  naturally  timoreoi,  the  vanity  of  being 
in  the  good  graces  of  a  grand  eignor's  miatrea^-  and  more  than  tha^  the 
hope  of  getting  from  her  four  tioM*  aa  much  money  >fi  would  be  neceesary 
for  my  ransom,  made  me  form  the  demgn  of  aehievii^  that  adventure,  what- 
ever dangen  might  attend  it.  I  eontiueed  my  work,  rauaiug  upon  the 
meana  of  entering  the  apartment  of  Farrnkhnaz,  or  raUier  expecting  that 
aha  would  pave  the  way  ;  for  I  oonclnded  that  ahe  would  not  atop  then^ 
but  at  least  be  at  moie  than  half  the  trouble.  I  was  not  mistaken :  the 
sane  eunuch  that  passed  me  b^re  repassed  an  hour  after,  and  said, 
"Christian,  hast  thou  ooasidcred,  and  wilt  thou  have  the  boldueas  to  &lleir 
me?"  I  answered,  "Tea."  He  replied,  "Very  wall:  JFIaavaa  preserve 
thee:.    Thou  ehalt  see  me  agaia  to-monow  monisg."    Soaaying,  ha 


letiied.  Kext  day,  he  appeared  accordingly  about  eight  in  the  tnonuBg; 
and  beokoaed  me  to  him.  I  obeyed  the  aigaal,  and  he  ooadncted  me  into 
a  hall,  where  there  was  a  large  pieoe  of  liaai,  whiah  aoother  eunuch  and  he 
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had  brought  thither,  and  which  they  were  to  carry  to  the  Sohana,  for  the 
decoration  of  an  Arabian  piece  that  she  was  preparing  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  Dey. 

The  two  eunnchs  having  spread  oat  the  doth,  laid  me  along  within  it» 
and  at  the  hazard  of  my  being  suffocated,  rolled  it  up  again,  with  me  in  the 
middle :  then,  each  taking  one  end  of  it,  carried  me  thus,  unquestioned, 
into  the  bed-diamber  of  the  fair  Cathemirian.  who  had  nobody  with  her  bat 
an  old  slaye  devoted  to  her  pleasure.  When  the  two  unrolled  the  doth, 
Farrukhnaz,  at  sight  of  me,  broke  forth  into  transports  of  joy,  that  well 
discovered  the  genius  of  Vomen  in  that  country.  Bold  as  I  naturally  was, 
I  could  not  see  myself  transported,  all  of  a  sudden,  into  the  secret  apart- 
ment of  the  women,  without  being  seized  with  fear.  The  lady  easily  per- 
ceived it,  and,  in  order  to  dissipate  my  apprehension,  said,  "  Young  man, 
fear  nothing  :  Solyman  is  gone  to  his  country  house,  where  he  will  remain 
all  day ;  so  that  we  may  converse  together  freely." 

Encouraged  by  these  words,  I  assumed  a  look  that  redoubled  the 
favourite's  joy.  "  I  am  pleased  with  your  person/'  said  she,  "  and  intend 
to  soften  the  rigour  of  your  slavery  :  I  believe  you  worthy  of  the  sentiments 
I  have  conceived  for  you ;  for  though  you  are  in  the  dress  of  a  slave,  yoa 
have  a  noble  and  gallant  air,  that  shows  you  are  not  of  the  vulgar.  Speak 
freely,  and  tell  me  who  you  are.  I  know  that  captives  of  a  noble  birth 
disguise  their  rank,  that  they  may  be  redeemed  at  an  easier  rate ;  but  you 
have  no  occasion  to  behave  in  that  manner  with  me :  I  should  even  be 
afironted  at  such  a  precaution,  since  I  promise  to  set  you  at  liberty.  Be 
sincere,  therefore,  and  confess  that  you  are  a  young  man  of  a  good  family." 
"  Truly,  madam,"  I  replied,  "  it  would  be  ingratitude  in  me  to  repay  your 
generosity  with  dissimulation  ;  and  since  you  absolutely  charge  me  to  reveal 
my  quality,  you  must  be  satisfied.  I  am  the  son  of  a  Spanish  grandee.'* 
Perhaps  I  spoke  truth ;  at  least  the  Sultana  believed  it ;  and,  pleased  that 
she  had  thrown  her  eyes  upon  a  gentleman  of  importance,  assured  me  that 
it  should  not  be  her  fault,  if  we  did  not  see  one  another  often  in  private. 
We  had  a  pretty  long  conversation,  and  I  never  saw  a  more  engaging 
woman :  she  understood  several  languages,  especially  the  Castilian,  which 
she  spoke  pretty  wdl.  When  she  judged  it  time  for  us  to  part,  I  went,  by 
her  order,  into  an  osier  basket,  covered  with  a  flowered  silk,  the  work  of 
her  own  hand.  Then  the  two  slaves  who  brought  me  in  were  called,  and 
carried  me  out  as  a  present  to  the  Dey  :  a  thing  sacred  to  all  the  men  who 
are  intrusted  with  the  guard  of  the  women. 

Farrukhnaz  and  I  found  other  means  of  seeing  one  another,  and  that 
amiable  captive  inspired  me  with  almost  as  much  love  for  her  as  she  had 
for  me.     Our  inteUigence  remained  secret  during  two  months,  although  it 


Is  very  difficnlt  In  r  Hraglio  to  oonoeal  the  mjtteriea  nf  love  so  long  front 
the  Argaaee  that  wat«h  it.  But  aa  onlook^  accident  disooncertad  onr  small 
affitin,  and  my  fortuoe  vas  entirely  changed.  One  day  when  I  had  been, 
intiodnced  to  the  Sultana  in  the  body  of  an  artMoial  dragon,  that  was  mad* 


for  ehow,  and  was  oonvening  with  her,  Solyman,  who  I  imagined  was  busy 
in  the  country,  inteimpled  u»,  and  entered  bo  bastjly  into  the  apartment  of 
bia  fiivourite,  that  the  old  bIbyo  scarce  had  time  to  adrertiw  us  of  hisarrival  J 
consequently  I  had  no  leisure  to  conceal  myself,  and  therefore  was  the  first 
object  that  presented  ilaelf  to  the  view  of  the  Dey. 

Ho  seemed  astaniehed  at  the  right  of  me,  and  his  eyes  kindled  with  fury. 
I  looked  upon  myself  aa  one  that  touched  his  last  moment,  and  already 
imagined  myself  under  the  torture.  As  for  Farrukhnai,  I  perceived  that 
■he  was  teiriflod  indeed :  but,  instead  of  owning  her  crime,  and  a  Aing  par- 
doD,  she  Baid  to  Solyman,  •'  Signw,  before  you  pionounce  my  sentence, 
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deign  to  heur  my  defence :  appeanmeee  doabtleas  condemn  me»  end  I 
to  hare  committed  a  piece  of  treason  worthy  of  the  moat  horrible  chaatiae* 
ment*  I  have  brought  thii  yoang  captive  hither,  and,  in  order  to  introduce 
bim  into  my  apartment,  have  used  the  same  artifice  which  I  would  banra 
employed,  if  I  had  entertained  a  violent  paadon  for  him.  Nevertheleaft,  I 
take  our  holy  prophet  to  witness,  that  notwithstanding  this  conduct,  I  am 
not  nnfidthfiil.  I  had  a  mind  to  converse  with  this  Christian  slave,  in  order 
to  detach  him  from  his  sect,  and  engage  him  to  follow  that  of  the  believers, 
I  have  found  in  him  such  a  resistance  as  I  expected ;  but  however,  I  have 
conquered  his  prejudice,  and  he  has  promised  to  embrace  Mabometanism." 

I  own,  I  ought  to  have  contradicted  the  favourite,  without  any  regard 
to  the  dangerous  situation  in  which  I  was  :  but  being  in  the  utmost  dejec- 
tion of  spirit,  afiected  with  the  danger  in  which  I  saw  a  woman  whom  I 
loved,  and  trembling  for  myself,  I  remained  speechless  and  confused :  I 
could  not  utter  one  word,  and  the  Dey,  persuaded  by  my  silence  that  his 
mistress  said  nothing  but  the  truth,  was  appeased." — "  Madam,"  said  he, 
I  am  willing  to  believe  that  you  have  not  injured  me,  and  that  a  desire  of 
doing  a  thing  agreeable  to  the  prophet  has  engaged  you  to  hazard  such  a 
delicate  action.  4  forgive  your  imprudence,  therefore,  provided  this  captive 
takes  the  turban  immediately."  He  sent  for  a  Marabout  *  that  instant;  I 
was  clothed  with  a  Turkish  dress,  and  did  all  that  was  required,  without 
having  power  to  resist.  Or  rather,  I  was  ignorant  of  what  I  did,  so  much 
were  my  senses  disordered.  How  many  Christians  are  there,  who  would 
have  been  as  base  as  I  was  on  the  occasion  ? 

After  the  ceremony,*!  quitted  the  seraglio,  under  the  name  of  Sidy  Hali, 
to  exercise  a  small  employment  bestowed  upon  me  by  Solyman.  I  never 
saw  the  Sultana  again ;  but  one  of  her  eunuchs,  coming  to  me  one  day, 
brought  from  her  a  present  of  jewels  worth  two  thousand  sultanas  of  gold, 
with  a  billet  in  which  the  lady  assured  me,  that  she  would  never  forget 
my  generous  complaisance,  in  suffering  myself  to  be  made  a  Mahometan 
in  order  to  save  her  life.  Truly,  besides  the  presents  I  received  from 
Farrukhnaz,  I  obtained  through  her  an  eroplojrment  more  considerabla 
than  the  first,  and  in  less  than  seven  years  became  one  of  the  richest  rene- 
gadoes  in  the  city  of  Algiers. 

Yon  may  weU  believe  that  if  I  assisted  at  the  prayers  which  the  Muasul* 
men  put  up  in  their  mosques,  and  fulfilled  the  other  duties  of  their  religion, 
it  was  only  out  of  pure  grimace.  I  preserved  a  determined  resolution  to 
re-enter  into  the  bosom  of  the  church ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  withdraw 
one  day  into  Spain  or  Italy  with  the  riches  which  I  should  amasa*    In  the 

*  Msrsboats  are  Mahometsn  priests. 


8»i«4  .  p«.  numb.,  rf  ^,^  „d  ™r  h„d„™  ,„..  i„        ^ 

tt^  do  „,  M,  fc,  tt.  „^  ^  to  dmk  it  in  ,ri„to.    P„  „r^ 
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I  had  two  oompaoions  with  whom  I  often  (»mmitted  a  dcLauoh  dtmog  tha. 
night.  One  waa  a  Jew,  the  other  an  Arabian,  and  both,  as  I  imagined 
honest  men  ;  so  that  I  lived  with  them  in  the  greatest  fiuniliarit;.  One 
evening,  I  invited  them  to  supper,  and  a  dog,  of  which  I  was  passionately 
fond,  having  died  that  da;,  we  bathed  his  body,  and  buried  it  with  all  Ui6 
oeremony  that  is  observed  at  the  funerals  of  the  Uahomataos,  In  ao  doing 
we  had  no  intenlion  to  ridicule  the  Muuulman's  religion,  hut  only  to  amusa 
onrselvea  and  gratify  a  fboliah  whim  that  seized  us  in  the  middle  of  out 
debauch,  to  render  the  last  dnties  to  mjr  dog. 

This  action,  however,  weU  nigh  ruined  me.  Next  day  a  roan  came  to 
my  house,  and  said,  "  Siguor  Sidy  Hali,  1  am  come  hither  on  an  iinpot- 
tant  affair.  The  ondi  wants  to  spenk  with  yon  :  take  the  trouble,  if  you 
l^eaae,  t*  go  to  hii  hooae  immediately :  sn  Anbioa  meiohant,  who  supped 
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with  ytta  last  night,  has  informed  him  of  a  certain  imjnety  committed  hf 
yoa,  with  regard  to  a  dog  which  you  huried.  For  this  reason  I  sammon 
yoa  to  appear  this  day  hefore  that  judge,  otherwise  I  give  you  notice  that 
you  will  be  proceeded  against  in  a  criminal  manner/'  So  saying,  he  went 
away,  leaving  me  thunderstruck  with  this  citation.  The  Arabian  had  no. 
cause  to  complain  of  me,  and  I  could  not  comprehend  the  traitor's  reason 
for  playing  me  this  trick.  Nevertheless,  the  thing  was  not  to  be  neglected. 
J  knew  the  Cadi  was  a  man  severe  in  appearance,  but  not  at  all  scrupulous 
at  bottom  :  so  I  put  two  hundred  sultanas  of  gold  into  my  purse,  and 
repaired  to  his  house.  He  carried  me  into  his  closet,  and  said,  with  a 
stern  look,  "  You  are  an  impious,  sacrilegious,  and  abominable  man ;  yoa 
have  interred  a  dog  like  a  Mussulman :  what  horrid  profanation  !  Is  it 
thus  then  you  regard  our  most  eacred  ceremonies  ?  and  did  you  hecome  a 
Mahometan  only  to  make  a  jest  of  our  worship  ?" — "  Mr.  Cadi,"  I  replied, 
*'  the  Arabian  who  has  made  such  a  malicious  report  of  me,  that  false  friend, 
is  an  accomplice  of  my  crime,  if  it  be  a  crime  to  grant  the  honours  of  burial 
to  a  faithful  domestic — an  animal  that  possessed  a  thousand  good  qualities. 
He  loved  people  of  merit  and  distinction  so  much,  that  even  in  his  last 
moments,  as  a  testimony  of  his  friendship ;  he  has  left  them  his  whole  for- 
tune by  a  will,  of  which  I  am  the  sole  executor.  He  bequeaths  twenty 
crowns  to  one,  thirty  to  another ;  and,  sir,  he  has  not  forgotten  you,"  added 
I  (taking  out  my  purse)  :  *'  here  are  two  hundred  sultanas  of  gold  which  he 
charged  me  to  give  to  you."  The  Cadi,  losing  his  gravity  at  this  discourse* 
could  not  help  laughing,  and,  as  we  were  alone,  took  the  purse  without 
ceremony,  saying,  while  he  dismissed  me,  "  Go,  Signer  Sidy  Hali ;  you 
have  done  well  to  inter  with  pomp  and  honour  a  dog  who  had  so  much 
consideration  for  persons  of  worth." 

By  these  means  I  extricated  myself  out  of  this  afiair,  which,  if  it  did  not 
make  me  more  wise,  rendered  me  at  least  more  circumspect  for  the  future. 
I  no  longer  drank  vrith  the  Arabian,  nor  even  with  the  Jew ;  but  chose  for 
a  companion  at  my  cups  a  young  gentleman  of  Leghorn,  called  Azarina,  who 
was  my  own  slave.  I  was  not  like  the  rest  of  the  renegadoes,  who  are 
generally  more  cruel  to  slaves  than  the  Turks  themselves ;  all  my  captives 
waited  very  patiently  for  their  redemption ;  and  indeed  I  treated  them  ao 
gently,  that  sometimes  they  told  me,  they  were  more  afraid  of  changing  their 
master,  than  desirous  of  liberty*  whatever  charms  it  has  for  people  in  a  state 
of  bondage. 

One  day  the  Dey's  vessels  returned  with  considerable  prizes,  bringing  in 
more  than  a  hundred  slaves  of  both  sexes,  whom  they  had  taken  on  the 
coasts  of  Spain.  Solyman  kept  but  a  very  small  number,  and  the  rest  were 
exposed  to  sale :  I  arrived  in  the  market-place,  and  bought  a  Spanish  ^irl. 


I 


I 


aVint  (en  or  twelve  years  oH,  vho  wept  bitterly,  and  seemed  in  despair, 
I  was  BurpriBed  to  see  one  of  her  age  so  iengible  of  captivity  ;  and  bid  her 
ID  Ca«tilian,  moderate  her  alBictian,  aMnring  her  that  she  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  cf  a  master  who  did  not  want  humanity,  thongh  he  worea  tnrban. 
The  young  creatarn,  whose  mind  was  still  engrossed  by  her  sorrow,  did  not 
hear  what  I  said  :  she  did  nothing  but  sob,  complain  of  her  fate,  and,  from 
time  to  tine,  cry  with  a  pitious  accent,  "  0  my  mother !  why  are  we  sepa- 
ratcd}  Ishenid  have  patience  were  we  together."  Id  pruaou^cing  these 
words,  she  turned  her  eyes  toworda  &  woman  between  forty  and  fifty  jeora 


of  age,  who  stood  a  few  poccs  fro  n  her  aud    w  th  s  doivnoaat  look,  waited 
in  sullen  B  lesce  till  son  tbudy  atuula  purctuiae  b(.r.      I  asked  the  yutinj 
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gill,  if  the  penon  she  looked  at  was  her  mother  ?  "  Yes,  alas !  Signor, 
she  repHed»  "  in  the  name  of  God,  do  not  part  us."-*"  WeU,  my  child,** 
said  I,  "  if  it  is  necessary  for  your  consolation  that  you  should  he  together, 
yon  shall  soon  be  sadsfied."  At  the  same  time  I  approached  the  mother, 
in  order  to  bid  for  her  :  but  I  no  sooner  beheld  her  face  than  I  recollected, 
with  all  the  emotion  you  can  imagine,  the  features,  the  individual  counte- 
nance of  Lncinda  I  *'  Just  Heaven !"  said  I  to  myself,  "  'tis  my  own  mo* 
ther!  'tis  doubtless  she  herself!"  As  for  her,  whether  the  deep  affliction 
.occasioned  by  her  misfortunes  made  all  the  persons  that  surrounded  her 
appear  to  her  as  enemies,  or  that  my  dress  disguised  me,  or  rather  that  I 
was  much  altered  in  twelve  years,  during  which  she  had  not  seen  me,  I  know 
not,  but  she  did  not  at  all  remember  me. 

Having  bought  her  also,  I  carried  them  both  to  my  house,  where,  design- 
ing to  give  them  the  pleasure  of  knowing  who  I  was,  "  Madam,"  said  I  to 
Lucinda,  "  is  it  possible  that  my  features  do  not  strike  you  ?"  Have  my 
whiskers  and  turban  disguised  me  so  much,  that  you  do  not  know  your  own 
son  Raphael  ?"  My  mother  starting  at  these  words,  considered  my  counte- 
nance, recollected  me,  and  we  embraced  one  another  with  great  tenderness. 
I  then  embraced  her  daughter, who  perhaps  knew  no  more  of  having  a  brother, 
than  I  of  having  a  sister.  "  Confess,"  said  I  to  my  mother,  "  that  in  all  your 
theatrical  pieces,  you  have  not  a  recognition  so  original  as  this." — "  Son,*' 
answered  ebe,  sighing,  "  I  was  at  first  rejoiced  to  see  you  again,  but  now 
my  joy  is  converted  into  grief.  In  what  a  situation,  alas !  do  I  find  you ! 
My  slavery  gives  me  a  thousand  times  less  pain  than  that  odious  dress." — "  In 
good  faith,  madam,"8aid  I,  interrupting  her  with  a  laugh,  "  I  admire  your 
delicacy,  which  to  be  sure  is  very  commendable  in  an  actress.  Why,  good  God ! 
mother,  you  must  be  greatly  altered  if  my  metamorphosis  ofifends  you  so 
much :  instead  of  finding  fault  with  my  turban,  look  npon  me  rather  as  an 
actor  who  plays  the  part  gf  a  Turk  upon  the  stage.  Though  I  am  a  renegado, 
I  am  no  more  a  Mussulman  now  than  I  was  in  Spain ;  and  at  bottom  I  fed 
myself  attached  to  my  religion  :  when  you  shall  know  the  adventures  that  have 
happened  to  me  in  this  country,  you  will  excuse  my  conduct.  Love  was  my 
crime,  and  I  sacrificed  to  that  deity  :  I  am  somewhat  of  your  disposition,  I 
assure  you.  There  is  still  another  reason,"  added  I,  "  which  ought  to  mode- 
rate your  displeasure  in  seeing  me  thus  situated.  You  expected  to  suffer  in 
Algiers  a  rigorous  captivity ;  and  you  find  in  your  master  a  son,  tender, 
respectful,  and  rich  enough  to  maintain  you  here  in  abundance,  until  we  can 
lay  hold  of  an  occasion  of  returning  certainly  into  Spain.  So  that  you  must 
allow  that  proverb  to  be  true,  which  says,  '  It  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows 
nobody  good/  " 

"  Son/'  said  Lucinda  to  me,  *'  since  you  design  to  repass  one  day  into 

4^ 
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your  own  coantry,  and  there  abjure  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  am  comforted. 
Thank  Heaven!"  continned  she,  '*  that  I  shall  be  able  to  carry  back  yonr 
lister  Beatrice,  safSeand  soond,  into  Castile." — "Yes,  madam,"  cried  I, 
"  you  shall  have  it  in  your  power :  we  will  go  all  three  together  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  rejoin  the  rest  of  our  family ;  for  I  suppose  yon  have  more 
marks  of  your  frnitfolness  in  Spain." — *'  No,"  said  my  mother,  "  I  have  no 
other  children  than  yon  two ;  and  yon  must  know  that  Beatrice  is  the  fruit 
of  lawful  wedlock." — "  Why/'  I  resumed,  "  did  you  give  my  little  sister 
that  advantage  over  me  ?  How  could  you  resolve  to  many  ?  I  have  heard 
you  say  a  hundred  times,  during  my  childhood,  that  you  could  not  forgive 
a  handsome  woman  for  taking  a  husband." — "  Every  season  has  its  reason, 
my  son,"  she  rejdied  :  "  men  of  the  most  firm  resolution  are  apt  to  change ; 
and  would  you  have  a  woman  be  more  constant  ?  I  will,"  added  she 
"  recount  my  history  after  you  left  Madrid/'  Then  she  made  the  following 
narration,  which,  as  it  is  curious,  I  will  favour  you  with. 

"  If  you  remember  it,"  said  my  mother,  "  you  quitted  young  Legfiues 
about  thirteen  years  ago  :  at  that  time  the  duke  de  Medina  Cceli  told  me, 
that  he  would  come  and  sup  with  me  in  private  one  evening :  he  appointed 
the  day,  when  1  waited  for  that  nobleman,  who  came  accordingly,  and  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  please  him.  He  demanded  the  sacrifice  of  all 
the  rivals  he  might  have :  I  granted  his  request,  in  hopes  of  being  well 
paid  for  my  condescension  ;  and  my  hopes  were  not  disappointed ;  for  the 
very  next  day  I  received  from  him  considerable  presents,  which  were 
followed  by  many  more,  during  the  course  of  our  correspondence.  I  was 
afraid  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  detain  a  man  of  such  high  rank  a  long 
time  in  my  fetters ;  and  this  I  dreaded  the  more,  because  I  knew  very  well 
that  he  had  escaped  from  celebrated  beauties,  whose  chains  he  had  broke 
almost  as  soon  as  he  had  borne  them.  Nevertheless,  far  from  being  every 
day  less  and  less  pleased  with  my  favours,  his  raptures  seemed  rather  to 
increase  :  in  short,  I  had  the  art  to  amuse  him,  and  hinder  his  heart,  natu- 
rally inconstant,  from  giving  way  to  its  usual  levity. 

"  He  had  been  attached  to  me  already  three  months,  and  I  had  room  to 
flatter  myself  that  his  passion  would  be  of  long  duration ;  when  one  of  my 
fthe-friends  and  I  went  to  an  assembly,  where  he  happened  to  be  with  his 
duchess,  in  order  to  hear  a  concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music.  We 
chanced  to  place  ourselves  pretty  near  the  duchess,  who  was  pleased  to  take 
it  amiss  that  I  should  presume  to  appear  in  a  place  where  she  was,  and  sent 
a  message  to  me  by  one  of  her  women,  desiring  that  I  would  immediately 
withdraw.  I  returned  an  insolent  answer,  which  incensed  the  duchess  so 
much,  that  she  complained  of  it  to  her  husband,  who  came  to  me  in  person, 
and  said,  '  Retire,  Lncinda :  though  men  of  my  rank  attach  themselves  to 
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■oeh  lit^  creatui'et  ai  you,  they  must  not  forget  themaelvet  ahogedier  s  if 
we  lore  you  more  than  our  wives,  we  honour  our  wives  more  than  you ; 
and  as  often  as  you  have  the  insolence  to  put  yourselves  in  competition 
with  them,  you  will  always  have  the  mortification  to  he  treated  with 
indignity." 

**  Luckily  for  me,  the  duke  spoke  this  in  a  tone  of  voice  so  low«  that 
not  one  word  was  overheard  hy  the  people  around  us.  I  withdrew, 
covered  with  shame,  and  wept  with  vexation  for  the  afiront  I  had  received. 
To  crown  my  confusion,  the  actors  and  actresses  got  notice  of  the 
adventure  that  very  evening :  one  would  think  these  people  entertain  a 
demon,  who  delights  in  reporting  to  one  whatever  happens  to  another.  If 
an  actor,  for  example,  is  guilty  of  some  extravagant  action  in  a  debandi,  or 
an  actress  enters  into  artides  with  a  rich  gallant,  the  company  is  immediately 
informed  of  the  circumstance.  All  my  comrades,  therefore,  knew  what 
happened  at  the  concert,  and  Qod  knows  how  they  rejoiced  at  my  expense. 
A  spirit  of  charity,  which  reigns  among  them,  usually  manifests  itself  on 
tiiese  occasions.  I  put  myself,  however,  above  their  tittle-tattle,  and  con* 
soled  myself  for  the  loss  of  the  Duke  de  Medina  Coeli,  for  he  visited  me  no 
more ;  and  I  learned  a  few  days  after,  that  a  Carthusian  nun  had  made  a 
conquest  of  him. 

"  When  a  lady  belonging  to  the  theatre,  has  the  good  fortune  to  be  in 
vogue,  she  cannot  want  lovers ;  and  the  passion  of  a  grandee,  though  it  does 
not  last  above  three  days,  greatly  enhances  her  price.  1  found  myself 
besieged  with  adorers,  as  soon  as  it  was  made  known  in  Madrid  that  the 
duke  had  forsaken  me.  Those  rivals  whom  I  had  sacrificed  to  him,  more 
captivated  by  my  charms  than  ever,  returned  in  crowds,  as  candidates  for 
my  favour  :  I  received  homage  from  a  thousand  other  hearts,  and  was  never 
so  much  in  fashion  before.  Of  all  the  men  who  courted  my  g^ces,  a  fat 
German,  gentleman  to  the  Duke  d'Ossuna^  seemed  the  most  eager.  He 
had  not  a  very  amiable  person,  but  attracted  my  attention  by  a  thousand 
pistoles,  which  he  had  amassed  in  the  service  of  his  master,  and  which  he 
squandered  away,  in  order  to  be  deemed  worthy  of  being  in  the  list  of  my 
happy  gallants.  As  long  as  this  worthy  admirer,  whose  iiame  was  Brutan* 
dorf,  had  money  to  spend.  I  gave  him  a  favourable  reception ;  but,  when  he 
was  ruined,  he  found  my  door  always  shut  against  him.  This  proceeding 
of  mine  displeased  him,  and  he  came  to  search  for  me  at  the  theatre  during 
the  play.  He  found  me  behind  the  scenes,  and  began  to  reproach  me  for 
my  ingratitude.  I  laughed  in  his  face,  at  which  he  was  enraged,  and  gave 
me  a  box  on  the  ear,  like  a  blunt  German  as  he  was :  I  shrieked  aloud,  inter- 
rupted the  representation,  appeared  upon  the  stage,  and  addressing  myself 
to  the  Duke  d'Ossuna,  who  was  present  with  the  duchess  his  lady,  demanded 


to  go  on  irith  the  fdaj,  aod  uid  he  would  hear  the  partiet  vheti  ire  had 
finiehed  the  piece.  Ae  soon  as  it  wu  over,  I  presented  myself,  in  a  good 
deal  of  emotion,  before  the  duke,  and  unified  mj  grieranoe  in  a  pathetie 
manner :  aa  fer  the  Oerman,  he  employed  but  a  few  words  in  bia  defenoe ; 
he  aaid,  that  &r  from  repenting  what  he  had  done,  he  would  du  it  again  oA 
the  same  pnTooaiion.    Both  parties,  being  heard,  the  Duln  d'Oasana  aui. 


to  mj  adveraary , '  Brutandoif,  I  iji'ipi—  yuu  from  my  aervice ;  let  me  nerw 
aee  toot  taet  again  :  not  that  I  mind  your  having  ibnck  an  actress,  bat  an 
offended  at  jour  want  of  reapect  to  jourmaBt«rand  mistress,  by  prosuming 
to  disturb  the  entertainment  in  their  presence.' 

"  This  sentenee  I  could  not  digest :  I  was  mortally  piqoed,  beoauM  the 
Qerman  had  not  been  turned  away  on  aooount  of  his  insolenoe  to  me  1 1 
imagined  that  snob  an  a&ont  put  upon  an  actress  ought  to  haTe  been  aa 
aererely  punished  as  petty  treason,  and  I  bad  lain  my  aooonut  with  seeing 
the  gentleman  undergo  some  tenibje  infliction.    This  diaagreeble  erent 
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undeceived  and  conTinced  me*  that  tlie  world  alwaya  makea  a  jittinctign 
between  the  phtyen  and  the  charactera  they  repreaent.  I  waa»  for  thk 
reaaon,  diagnated  with  the  atage,  which  I  rraolved  to  abandon,  and  go  to 
live  at  a  great  diatance  from  Madrid.  I  accordingly  choec^  the  city  of 
Valencia  for  the  pkice  of  my  retreat,  and,  thither  I  repaired  incognito,  with 
^  value  of  twenty  thonaand  docata,  in  jewela  and  caah ;  a  fortone,  aa  I 
thought,  sufficient  to  maintain  me  during  the  reat  of  my  dajra,  aince  I 
deaigned  to  lead  a  very  retired  life.  I  took  a  small  house  at  Valencia, 
and  had  no  other  domeatics  than  a  maid-aervant  and  a  page,  to  whom  I 
was  as  little  known  as  to  the  whole  city.  I  pretended  to  be  the  widow  of 
an  officer  of  the  king's  household ;  and  said  I  came  to  settle  at  Valencia, 
because  it  had  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  agreeable  plaoea  in 
Spain.  I  aaw  but  very  little  company,  and  observed  such  a  regular  conduct 
that  I  was  never  suspected  of  having  been  an  actreaa.  In  apite  of  my  care, 
however,  to  keep  myself  concealed,  I  attracted  the  notice  of  a  gentleman, 
who  had  acountry-house,  near  Patema.  He  was  a  very  well-made  cavalier, 
between  thirty-five  and  forty  years  of  age,  but  withal  a  noUeman  very  much 
in  debt :  which  is  no  great  rarity  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  more  than  m 
other  countriea. 

"  This  Signer  Hidalgo  *,  finding  my  person  to  his  liking,  wanted  to 
know  if  I  could  answer  his  purpose  in  other  respects :  for  this  end,  he 
uncoupled  his  spies  to  make  discoveries,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  learn  firom 
report,  that  besides  some  share  of  beauty,  I  was  a  widow  of  g^ood  fortune* 
He  looked  upon  me,  therefore,  as  a  suitable  match,  and,  in  a  little  time, 
an  honest  old.  gentlewoman  came  .to  my  house,  and  told  me,  firom  him, 
that,  being  equally  charmed  with  my  beauty  and  virtue,  he  made  a  tend» 
of  hia  heart,  and  was  ready  to  conduot  me  to  the  altar,  aa  aoon  aa  I  would 
favour  him  with  my  hand.  I  asked  three  daya  to  ddiberate  upon  hia 
proposal,  and  inform  myself  of  his  character :  which  waa  ao  engaging 
that  although  I  waa  not  ignorant  of  his  situation,  I  eaaily  determined  to 
marry  him  in  a  abort  time  after. 

"  Don  Manuel  de  Xercia  (so  was  my  husband  called)  carried  me  imme* 
diately  to  his  castle,  that  had  a  very  antique  au*  of  which  he  was  not  k 
little  vain.  He  pretended  that  one  of  his  ancestors  had  caused  it  to  be  buOt ; 
and  from  thence  concluded  that  there  waa  not  a  more*  ancient  house  in 
Spain  than  that  of  Xercia.  But  this  title  of  nobilty,  fair  as  it  waa,  had 
like  to  have  been  destroyed  by  time ;  for  the  castle,  which  they  were  obliged 
to  prop  up  in  several  parts,  threatened  immediate  ruin.  How  hi^py, 
therefore,  was  Don  Manuel  in  marrying  me  I  more  tiian  half  my  money 

*  Hidalgo  (in  Spanish)  is  a  gentleman ;  literally  somebody'i  son,  in  centra-distinc- 
tion to  thote  who  are  the  ions  of  nobody. 


nm  wuplpyei  in  TeparatioiiB ;  and  the  rait  Berred  to  pirt  -us  in  a  condition 
timtkihg  a  figure  in  flie  country.  Behold  me  Hien  (to  ue  tbe  expression) 
in  a  new  worId»  changed  mto  the  nymph  of  a  castle,  and  lady  of  a  parish. 
Here  was  a  metamorphosis  !  and  I  was  too  good  an  actress  not  to  support 
with  dignity  the  splendour  with  whidi  I  was  invested  by  my  rank.  I  assu- 
med lofty  theatrical  airs,  which  made  the  village  conceive  a  high  idea  of  my 
birth.  How  merry  would  they  have  been  at  my  expense,  had  they  known 
the  truth  of  the  matter !  the  nobility  in  the  neighbourhood  would  have 
bestowed  upon  me  a  thousand  taunts,  and  the  peasants  abated  a  great  deal 
€i  the  respect  they  showed  me. 

"  I  had  lived  happily  near  six  years  with  Don  Manuel,  when  he  died, 
leaving  my  affairs  in  great  perplexity,  with  your  sister  Beatrice,  then  going 
in  her  fifth  year.  The  castle,  which  was  all  the  estate  we  had,  was  unluckily 
engaged  to  several  creditors,  the  chief  of  whom  was  one  Bernard  Astuto  *, 
whose  name  seemed  very  well  adapted  to  his  Character :  he  practised  at 
Valencia  the  business  of  an  attorney,  which  he  exerdsed  with  consummate 
skill,  having  studied  the  law,  in  order  to  qualify  himself  for  cheating  with 
the  greatest  dexterity.  What  a  terrible  creditor  he  was !  a  castle  under  the 
daws  of  such  an  attorney  is  like  a  pig^eon  in  the  talons  of  a  kite.  Accor« 
dingly«  Signor  Ajstnto,  as  soon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  death  of  my  hu8« 
band,  did  not  hSL  to  besiege  die  eaetle,  which  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
blown  up  by  the  mines  which  cfaiikanery  began  to  prepare,  had  not  my  good 
'  genius  interposed,  and  ordered  it  so,  as  iStat  my  l)esieger  became  my  riave; 
I  had  the  good  fortune  to  captivate  him,  during  an  interview  we  had  on  the 
subject  of  the  lawsuit.  I  spared  nothing,  I  own,  to  inspire  him  with  a 
passion  for  me :  the  desire  of  saving  my  Imd  made  me  practise  upon  him 
all  those  languishing  airs  which  had  often  succeeded  k>  well .  Notwithstand- 
ing all  my  art,  I  was  afraid  of  being  baffled  by  the  attorney,  who  was  so 
iBgnlphed  in  'basmesa,  that  he  did  not  seem  susceptible  of  nn  amorous  im- 
pression, Neverthekas,  this  sullen  awkward  scrawler  took  more  pleasure 
in  lookiaoig  at  me  than  I  imagined.  '  Madam,'  said  he,  '  I  know  not  how 
to  make  love :  I  have  already  applied  to  my  profeaston  so  dosdy  as  to  neg- 
lect the  mfilibods  and  customs  of  ga/Uan^ ;  but,  however,  t  nm  not  igno- 
nnt  of  the  esocntial  part ;  and,  therefore,  to  come  tothe  point,  I  assure  you, 
that  if  you  will  give  me  year  hand,  we  wiQ  bum  the  whole  proceedings ;  I 
will  bubble  the  other  creditors  who  join  in  the  suit  againift  you :  you  shall 
enjoy  the  Kfe-roit,  and  your  daughter  the  property  of  ^e  land.'  My  own 
interest,  and  that  of  Beatrice,  did  not  permit  me  to  hesitate ;  f  accepted  the 
proposal,  aa/i  the  attorney  kept  his  promise.    He  turned  his  arms  against 


*  Attnto  IB  a  Spanifth  word  iignifying  craft  or  cnnniDg. 
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the  rert  «f  the  oreditOT,  and  wcnred  me  in  the  powMoa  fff  my  owtlej 
ntd  this,  perhaps  wm  the  flrrt  time  of  hii>Tiiig  beftiended  tiie  widow 
and  the  orphan 


"  I  beoame,  ttienfore,  an  attorney'a  wife^  witbou  eeanng  to  be  lad;  of 
tho  parieh.  £ot  this  new  marriage  ooat  me  the  esteem  of  the  getttrj  in 
Taleneia.  The  iromen  of  fashion  looked  upon  me  m  one  vrho  had  defene- 
nted,  and  therefore  would  not  Tisit  me ;  so  that  I  ma  oUiged  te  ocofine 
myself  to  an  aoquaintanoe  among  oitisens ;  a  oiroomstanoe  that  gare  me 
■TOM  nneoauies*  at  first,  becanse  I  had  been  for  nx  yean  acenstomed  t» 
eoiretpond  with  none  botladiea  of  distinctiDn  ;  but  I  soon  oonaoled  myself 
4nd  became  aoqoainted  with  the  vivea  of  a  seriTsner  and  two  attomiea, 
whoae  charaeten  were  pleasant  enough ;  t^ere  wee  something  ridicnloiu  in 
their  behaviour,  that  diverted  me  very  mnoh.  These  small  gentry  believed 
themaelvea  ladies  of  some  oonaideratiou.  Alas !  said  I,  sometunes,  to  my- 
nl^  when  I  saw  them  forget  themaelves,  this  is  the  way  ef  Qio  world : 
every  one  thinks  henelf  better  than  her  neighbour.  I  imagined  that 
aotresaes  wwe  the  only  people  that  did  not  know  themielTea ;  but  I  find 
that  ddxcns*  wivea  am  not  a  whit  more  reeaoaable.  I  wish  tbat^  by  way 
of  pnniihment,  they  were  obliged  to  keep  in  their  hoasea  the  pietnrea  oT 
their  grandfttthers :  in  good  faith,  they  would  not  place  them  in  the  most 
remarkable  apartment 

"  After  having  been  married  fonr  years,  Signor  Bernardo  Aatuto  fell 
nek,  and  died  withont  ohildren ;  so  that,  with  what  he  had  settled  upon  me 
at  onr  marriage,  and  the  money  I  was  left  in  poaaeenon  of^  I  fband  myself 
a  rich  widow,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  so.  On  this  report  a  Sioi- 
lien  gentleman,  whose  name  waa  Colificbini,  rewired  to  attach  himself  to 


OIL  Buia*  389 

'me,  in  order  to  rain  or  espooae  me,  for  he  left  me  the  dioice.  He  had 
t»me  from  Palermo  to  see  Spain,  and  after  having  aatiafied  his  curiosity, 
waited,  as  he  said,  at  Valencia,  for  an  opportunity  of  repassing  into  Sicily. 
This  gentleman  was  not  more  than  fiye-and  twenty  years  of  age,  genteely 
shaped,  though  small ;  in  short,  I  Uked  his  appearance.  He  found  means 
to  speak  with  me  in  private,  and  I  will  frankly  own  that  I  became  madly 
fond  of  him  on  our  first  interview.  On  his  side,  the  little  rogue  seemed 
quite  captivated  by  my  charms :  and  I  believe,  God  forgive  me,  we  should 
have  married  one  another  immediately,  had  the  attorney's  death,  which  was 
still  recent,  permitted  me  to  contract  a  new  engagement  so  soon :  but,  ever 
since  I  had  fallen  into  the  state  of  matrimony,  I  maintained  ^he  punctilios 
of  decorum. 

"  We  agreed,  therefore,  to  defer  our  marriage  for  some  time,  out  of 
decency  :  in.  the  mean  time  Colifichini  continued  his  addresses,  and  his  pas* 
sion,  far  from  abating,  seemed  to  increase  daily.  The  poor  young  man  was 
not  very  well  provided  with  cash :  I  perceived  it,  and  he  no  longer  wanted 
money :  for,  besides  that  I  was  almost  twice  his  age,  I  remembered  that  I 
had  lain  the  men  under  contribudoD  in  my  youth,  and  I  looked  upon  what 
I  now  did  as  a  restitution  that^  acquitted  my  conscience.  We  waited  as 
patiently  as  we  could  ftr  the  expiration  of  the  time  prescribed  by  custom 
for  women  to  ren^ain  in  a  state  of  widowhood  :  and  then  went  to  the  altar, 
where  we  mutually  bound  ourselves  in  the  indissoluble  ties  of  wedlock :  we 
afterwards  retired  to  my. castle,  where,  I  may  say,  we  lived  two  years,  not 
so  much  like  husband  and  wife,  as  two  tender  lovers.  But,  alas !  we  were 
not  destined  to  be  long  happy  in  each  other ;.  a  fatal  pleurisy  robbed  me'  of 
my  dear  Colifichini.*' 

Here  I  interrupted  my  mother,  cr3ring,  "  How  1  madam :  your  third 
husband  dead  too !  you  must  certainly  be  a  very  dangerous  tenement.'* 
"  What  could  I  do,  son  ?"  answered  Lucinda ;  "  was  it  in  my  power  to 
proloiig  the  days  that  heaven  had  numbered  ?  If  I  have  lost  three  hus- 
bands, I  could  not  help  it.  Two  of  them  I  regretted  very  much :  he  for 
whom  I  had  the  least  regard  was  the  attorney :  as  I  married  him  out  of 
interest,  I  easily  consoled  myself  for  his  death.  But,"  added  she,  "  to 
return  to  Colifichini ;  I  must  tell  you,  that  a  few  months  after  his  decease, 
having  a  mind  to  go  and  see,  with  my  own  eyes,  a  country-house  near 
Palermo,  which  he  had  assigned  to  me  as  a  jointure  in  our  contract  of 
marriage,  I  embarked  with  my  daughter  for  Sicily ;  but  we  were  taken  in 
our  passage  by  the  vessels  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  conducted  into  this 
city. .  Happily  for  us'  you  chanced  to  be  on  the  spot  where  we  were  put  up 
to  sale  otherwise  we  might  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  some  barbarous 
master,  who  would  have  maltraeted  us,  and  under  whom  we  might  have 
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pMeed  our  fivai  in  iMndtge^  witkoot  your  knowing  any  tlung  of  the  mailtar/' 

Bucb  was  my  notbtr't  namtitro,  afttr  wiw^  gantlenMn,  I  gaye  her  tha 
beat  ayartnAcgrt  ol  my  k>aae,  with  the  liberty  of  hviag  aa  ahft  ahoald  think 
proper)  a  permiBsion  that  aherdkhedTerymneh.  Sbe had oontractad  anch 
a  habit  of  being  in  love,  from  the  repeated  atticka  of  that  panioB^  ihat  ahe 
most  abeolately  have  either  a  hMband  or  a  gaUoit  At  firat  ah*  aaat  her 
eyes  on  some  of  my  ^vea ;  but  Haley  Pelegin,  a  €heck  rancgadow  who 
came  frequen^  to  the  house,  soon  engrossed  her  attention.  SheeonoeiTed 
a  more  violent  passion  for  him  than  ever  she  felt  for  OnHiehint,  and  ahe 
was  so  much  mistress  of  the  art  of  pleasing,  that  she  fooad  die  secret  of 
eharming  kirn  also.  I  winkod  at  thia  intelligenee^  and  thonght  of  notiung 
then  but  my  return  into  Spain. 

The  Dey  havifig  already  permitted  me  to  fit  out  n  vcaaeU  to  emiaa  and 
commit  piracy,  I  was  busied  in  ■nking  pr^Muratfena;  tmdf  eight  days 
Wore  they  were  finished,  said  to  Lochida*  '*  Madam,  we  shall  depart  fraaa 
Ugiers  in  a  very  little  time,  and  loaa  sight  of  tiUit  place  wbkk  yoa  detHk 
40  much.** 

My  mother  grew  pale  at  theae  words»  shI  veasaiaed  apirahhus :  at  which 
king  strangely  surprised;  "What  do  I  see,  madam !"  said  I,  **what  ia 
the  meaning  of  that  consternation  in  your  looks  ?  Yon  seem  to  he  aflholed. 
rather  than  rejoiced,  at  what  1  tell  yon  !  I  thought  I  shoold  have  made 
you  happy  with  the  news  of  every  tiiing^s  being  ready  for  ona  departure. 
Have  you  no  longer  any  desire  then  of  repaaaing  into  Spain  ?**—-*'  None  at 
all,  son,"  answered  my  mother ;  "  I  have  bad  so  much  affliction  in  that 
kmgdom  that  I  renounce  it  for  ever.'* — "  What  do  I  hear !"  cried  i,  in  n 
transport  of  grief.  "  Ah  !  say  rather,  that  love  detachca  you  from  it.  O 
heavens !  what  a  change  is  here  1  when  yon  anived  in  thia  dty,  every  oliject 
that  presented  itself  was  odious  to  your  eyes ;  hot  Haly  Filegin  has  altered 
your  disposition." — "  I  don't  deny  it,"  replied  Luanda;"  I  love  thai  rene* 
gade,  whom  I  design  to  take  for  my  fourth  huaband.'*— -^  What  on  ahan* 
doned  project !"  aaid  I,  interrupting  her  with  honor ;  would  yon  manry  m 
Mussulman  ?  Yon  forget  that  yon  are  a  Christian;  or  ratktr,  yon  never 
was  one  bat  m  name.  Ah !  mother,  what  are  yoa  about  to  do  I  yon  havtt 
readved  upon  yoar  own  perdition,  by  vohmtarily  embracing  that  wlttoh  I 
was  compdied  to  do  by  necesaty." 

I  used  many  more  argwaaents  to  dissuade  her  from  her  deagn ;  but  1 
harangued  to  no  purpose ;  dia  had  formed  her  reaabtion;  and  not  ecu* 
tented  with  foUowing  her  own  wicked  inclination,  and  quitting  ma  to  \vr% 
with  that  renegade,  she  wanted  to  carry  Beatrice  akiol^  with  her  ako;  bwt 
this  1  opposed.  **  Ah,  wretched  Lacmda!"  said  I  to  her,  "if  nothmg  ia 
Mt  to  restnubi  yon»  A^  least  abandon  yourself  only  to  the  fory  tint  poeaesaea 
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yoor  InagioatiDft  i  do  not  drag  a  young  innoonit  orMtnm  to  ft»  pieMtaea 
from  wb«iioe  ;du  iateid  to  throw  younelf."  IfOoiudo  vent  away  witjioat 
nuking  any  reply^  and  I  balieved  tht^t  «.  ramuaing  ray  of  raaaon  eBligtleaed 
and  hind«r«d  ket  from  beiag;  obitinata  ia  dsmaodiDg  her  daughtsr.  But 
kow  little  was  I  acquainted  witb  my  mastet  I  Two  da^a  aft«z,  one  ef  my 
■lavea  laid  to  me,  "  Signoi,  take  care  of  yonnelf ;  one  of  Felegin's  Mptiveii 
hu  impaztad  a  thing  to  me,  of  whioh  you  tann»t  take  the  advantage  too 
won.  Yoxa  mothei  baa  changed  bai  religiea;  vad  ta  pnoiah  yoi^  for 
kaviag  refused  to  let  her  oarry  off  Bealriai^  ii  reaolTed  to  inJona  the  Bey  of 
your  mtended  flight."  I  did  not  doubt  ens  tDontntUiatliBDiBdawaB  eapa- 
blfi  of  doing  what  my  akre  UMitioned :  I  had  opportunitiea  of  atodyinjT 
the  lady,  and  perceived,  that  by  the  habit  of  acting  Banguinary  parts  in 
tngediea,  >be  was  m  familiarized  with  guilt,  that  she  oould  hare  caused 
me  to  be  burnt  alive,  and,  I  believe,  would  have  teen  no  more  affeoted 
with  my  death  than  with  the  oataatrophs  <^  a  dramatio  perfbrmanee. 

Willing,  thenfore,  not  to  neglect  tha  advioe  of  my  slave,  I  hastened  the 
embarkation,  aitd  hired  Turks,  according  to  the  ouatom  of  the  corsairs  ot 
Algiers,  vhea  they  go  on  a  cruize :  bat  I  bind  u  Bora  than  aooh  aa  were 


necMsary  to  keep  me  a  nsti  specie  d,  and  set  sail  as  soon  aa  possible,  with 
all  my  slaves,  and  my  sister  Beatrice.  Tou  may  well  believe  that  I  did 
□ot  forget  to  carry  <At,  at  the  aame  time,  all  my  jewels  and  money,  which 
might  amount  Ut  the  value  of  eix  thousand  ducats.  When  we  got  to  aaa, 
we  began  by  securing  the  Turks,  whom  we  easily  cbuined,  because  my 
■laves  were  more  numciouH  than  ibty  ;  and  we  had  such  a  favourable  wind, 
that  in  a  little  time  we  made  thn  coaat  of  Italy,  and  arrived,  wilhout  the  least 
bad  accident,  in  the  harbour  of  Leghorn;  where,  I  believe,  tlie  whole  city 
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GKovded  to  lee  vfl  eomo  ashore.  Thefather  of  myslBTs  Axarinib^gaiDOBg 
the  apeotaton,  b;  wxideDt  or  cnnoai^,  smreyed  all  the  oaptiTei  with  great 
attentioii,  aa  they  diaembarked ;  bnt  though  he  aonght  among  them  ths 
featitrei  of  hii  aon,  he  little  expected  to  aee  him  again.  What  tnuiBp<H:t 
and  embmoea  were  the  oonteqoeooea  ot  their  meeting,  when  they  ret-oUeotoil 
one  another ! 

Am  aoon  aa  Aaarini  had  told  hiafather  who  I  waa,  and  what  brought  ma 
to  Leghonirthe  old  nan  obliged  me  aa  well  aa  BMtricQ  to  lodge  at  hi*  hooao. 
I  ahall  paae  over  in  ulenoe  the  detail  of  a  thouiand  things  that  I  waa  obliged 
to  perform  on  being  re-admitted  into  the  boaom  of  the  ohorch ;  and  only 
observe,  that  I  abjured  Ifahometaniun  mnoh  more  heartily  than'  I  had 


embraced  it.  After  hsTiiig  entirely  purged  myaelf  of  the  gall  of  Algiera.  I 
aold  my  Tesuel,  aud  eet  all  my  alavea  at  liberty  ;  aa  for  the  Turka,  they  wer* 
dettused  in  prison  at  Legboni,  in  order  to  be  exchanged  for  Cturistuoi.   I 
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the  beet  treatment  from  both  the  Azarinis,  the  yoimger  of  whom 
married  my  sister  Beatrice,  who  was  indeed  no  bad  match  for  him,  being  a 
gentleman's  daughter,  and  heiress  of  the  castle  of  Xercia,  which  my  mother 
had  taken  care  to  farm  out  to  a  rich  peasant  of  Patema,  when  she  resolved 
open  her  passage  into  Sicily, 

Having  stayed  some  time  at  Leghorn,  I  set  out  for  Florence,  which  I 
kmged  mneh  to  see ;  and  whither  I  did  not  go  withont  letters  of  reoom** 
mendation.  Acarini,  the  father,  had  friends  at  the  Grand  Duke's  court, 
to  whom  he  introduced  me  as  a  Spanish  gentleman,  his  ally ;  and  I  prefixed 
Don  to  my  name,  imitating  in  that  a  great  many  Spanish  plebeians,  who, 
when  they  are  out  of  their  own  country,  assume  that  title  of  honour  without 
ceremony.  I  boldly,  therefore,  called  myself  Don  Raphael ;  and,  as  I  had 
brought  from  Algiers  a  sufficiency  to  support  my  dignity,  appeared  at  court 
in  a  splendid  manner.  The  gentleman  to  whom  Azarini  had  written  in  my 
favour  gave  out  that  I  was  a  person  of  quality ;  so  that  his  testimony,  toge- 
ther with  the  airs  I  assumed,  made  me  easily  pass  for  a  man  of  importance. 
I  soon  got  acquainted  with  the  principal  noblemen,  who  presented  me  to  the 
Grand  Duke,  whom  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  please :  upon  which,  I  bent 
my  whole  endeavour  to  make  my  court  to  that  prince,  and  study  his  dispo- 
sition. I  listened  attentively  to  what  the  oldest  courtiers  said  to  him ;  and, 
by  their  discourse,  discovered  his  inclinations.  Among  other  things,  I 
observed  that  he  loved  raillery,  good  stories,  and  sallies  of  wit.  I  moddled 
myself  accordingly ;  and  every  morning  marked  in  my  pocket-book  the 
stories  I  had  designed  for  the  day.  I  had  such  a  number  of  them  in  my 
memory,  that  my  budget  might  be  said  to  have  been  full ;  and  yet,  in  spite 
of  aU  my  management,  it  was  emptied  apace  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  should 
either  have  been  obliged  to  use  repetition,  or  show  that  I  was  at  the  end  of 
my  apophthegms ;  if  my  genius,  fruitful  in  fiction,  had  not  furnished  me  with 
abundance.  But  I  composed  tales  of  gallantry  and  humour  that  were  very 
entertaining  to  the  Grand  Duke ;  and  as  it  often  happens  with  professed 
wits,  in  the  morning  I  invented  bright  expressions,  which  I  uttered  as 
unpremeditated  sallies  in  the  afternoon. 

I  even  elevated  myself  into  a  poet,  and  consecrated  my  muse  to  the 
praise  of  the  prince.  I  freely  own,  indeed,  that  my  verse  was  none  of  the 
best,  therefore  not  mux^  criticised :  but  had  it  been  better,  I  question  if  it 
would  have  been  better  received  by  the  Grand  Duke,  who  seemed  very  well 
satisfied  with  my  talents ;  the  matter,  perhaps,  hindered  him  from  finding 
fault.  Be  that  as  it  will,  this  prince  insensibly  took  such  a  hking  to  me, 
as  gave  umbrage  to  the  courtiers.  They  endeavoured  to  discov^  who  I 
was.  but  did  not  succeed.  Getting  notice,  however,  that  I  had  been  a  rene- 
gade, they  did  not  M  to  inform  the  prince  of  it,  in  hopes  of  injuring  my 
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eharacter.  B«t  tihk  ttiey  codd  not  aoDompUBh ;  ton  the  contrary,  tbeGnmd 
Dttke  one  day  obiged  me  to  give  hhn  « leithM  nenvtien  of  my  Toyage  to 
Algiers ;  I  obeyed,  end  my  adwntavee,  wfaieh  I  did  not  at  all  diagoiae, 
afforded  linn  infinite  pleasore. 

"Don  Raphad,"  said  he,  when  t  had  finiriied  the  ralMkMi.  ''I  ba^  a 
regard  for  you,  and  will  give  yon  a  mink  ^  it,  which  wtt  not  permit  you  tc 
^kmbt  of  my  friendriiip.  I  will  make  yon  the  depoutory  of  my  secrets ; 
and  to  begin  with  an  inatance  of  my  oonfidenoe,  I  most  taM  yon  that  I  am 
in  love  with  the  wife  of  one  of  my  ministers.  6he  is  the  most  amiable  lady 
of  my  oeort,  bnt,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  Turtnoos ;  shvt  wp  amidst  her 
family,  and  solely  attached  to  a  hosband  whom  4be  adores,  f^  seems 
ignorant  of  the  noise  her  charms  make'  in  fSDraniDe.  Judge  yo«,  if  this 
Bmat  not  be  a  difficult  conqnest.  Nevertbdesa,  this  ksanty,  inaocessible  as 
ahe  is  to  lovers,  has  deigned  sometimes  to  hear  my  sighs  {  I  have  found 
ocans  to  speak  to  her  in  prtvate,  and  aoquaiBt  ket  vdth  the  aentiments  of 
iny  heart ;  but  I  do  not  flatter  myself  with  the  hopes  of  havtag  inspired  her 
with  mntari  love :  she  has  never  given  me  loame  (to  form  sndi  an  agreeable 
idea :  I  do  not,  hewevec,  ^despair  of  pleaaiug  her  by  my  assiduity,  and  the 
mysterious  conduct  I  shall  take  care  to  observe, 

'*  My  passion  for  that  lady,"  added  he,  "  is  known  to  nobody  but  her- 
self i  for,  instead  of  consulting  my  indination  without  constraint,  and  acting 
the  sovereign,  I  conceal  the  knowledge  of  my  ^ame  from  all  the  world.  A 
]»iece  ci  delicacy  which  I  think  I  owe  to  Maecarini,  the  hosband  of  her  I 
krve;  his  aeal,  attachment,  services,  and  probity,  oblige  me  to  conduct 
myself  with  great  aeerecy  and  circumspeoticm.  I  would  not  plunge  4 
dagger  into  the  bosom  of  that  unhappy  hadNtnd,  by  decdaring  myself  the 
lover  of  his  wife ;  but  wish  that  he  may  always  vetoain  ignorant,  if  possible, 
of  the  ^ame  that  consumes  me :  for  I  am  pemnaded  that  he  would  die  of 
grief,  if  he  knew  the  confidence  I  now  repose  in  you.  I  conceal  my  sMps^ 
therefore,  and  am  resolved  to  ndee  use  of  yon,  Jn  ca:preseing  to  Loereitia  all 
the  pangs  I  edSer  by  die  constraint  which  aha  imposes  upon  me:  yon  shal 
be  the  interpreter  of  my  sentiments,  and  I  do  ndt  at  a&  -doubt  thaft  you  will 
acquit  yeorself  of  ttie  commission  to  m  mivade.  Contnuft  an  aoqnaintance 
with  Mascfloini ;  endeavour  to  gain  his  friendship ;  insiaaate  yourself  into 
his  hooae,  and  procure  Hie  liberty  of  ooaversing  wi&  his  wife.  Tliia  is 
admt  I  expect  of  you,  imd  what  I  aasore  myself  yea  will  perform  with  all 
the  discretion  and  address  that  such  delicate  employment  requires." 

I  promised  to  do  aM  that  lay  in  my  power  to  justify  the  eonfidenee  he 
honoured  me  with,  and  oontribute  to  the  aucoeas  of  'his  fiame :  and  soon 
kept  mv  word  with  fann ;  I  spared  noticing  to  ^ilesae  Mascarma,  and 
aoeomphdied  my  end  with  ease.      Charmed  to  #nd  his  friendship  courted 
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>y  a  in«»'vho  was  bdoved  by  hk  pripipe^  be  met  my  adwooet  wif  way; 
his  houae  was  ppen  to  ine ;  I  had  free  aoceta  to  bi«  lady»  and,  I  dare  cay, 
.'behaved  myibelf  so  weU,  thai  he  bad  not  the  least  saspicioa  of  the  negocia^ 
tion  intrusted  to  my  care.  It  is  tme,  indeed,  for  an  Italian,  he  was  not* 
much  addicted  to  jealousy ;  he  depended  upon  the  virtne  of  Lucretia.  and 
shutting  himself  up  in  his  closet,  left  me  frequently  alone  with  her.  J  weit 
roundly  to  work  the  very  first  opportunity ;  entertained  the  lady  with  the 
passion  of  the  Grand  Duke,  and  told  her,  that  my  sole  design  in  coming  to 
her  house  was  to  talk  to  her  of  that  prince.  She  did  not  seem  captivated  by 
him ;  and  yet  I  perceived  that  her  vanity  hindered  her  from  rejecting  his 
addresses :  she  took  pleasure  in  hearing  them,  without  feeling  any  inclina- 
tion to  answer  his  desires.  She  did  not  want  understanding :  but  she  was 
a  woman,  and  I  observed  that  her  virtue  yielded  insensibly  to  the  superb 
idea  of  a  sovereign  in  her  chains.  In  short,  the  prince  had  reason  to  flatter 
himself,  that  without  employing  the  violence  of  a  Tarquin*  he  would  see 
Lucretia  subjected  to  his  love.  An  accident,  however,  which  he  little 
expected,  destroyed  his  hopes,  as  you  shall  presently  hear. 

I  am  naturally  impudent  among  women,  having  acquired  that  qualifica- 
tion, I  know  not  whether  it  be  good  or  bad«  among  the  Turks  :  Luaretia 
was  handsome,  and  I,  forgetting  that  I  was  only  to  act  the  part  of  an 
ambasisador,  talked  to  her  on  my  own  score,  ofi^ring  my  services  with  all 
the  g^lantry  I  was  master  of.  Instead  of  being  shocked  at  my  audacious- 
ness, and  replying  in  a  rage,  she  said,  with  a  smile,  ^*  Yoo  must  own,  Don 
Raphael,  that  the  Grand  Duke  has  made  choice  of  a  very  faithful  and  zea- 
lous minister,  who  serves  him  with  an  integrity  never  enough  to  be  com« 
mended." — "  Madam/'  said  I,  with  the  same  air,  "  don't  let  us  examine 
things  scrupulously ;  but  lay  aside  those  reflections,  which  I  know  very 
well  are  not  at  all  favourable  to  me.  I  abandon  myself  to  my  passion ; 
and,  after  all,  do  not  believe  myself  the  first  confidant  q{  a  prince,  who  has 
betrayed  his  master  tn  aflftdra  of  gallantry :  for  the  great  have  often  dange- 
rous rivals  in  their  messengers  of  pleasure." — "That  may  be,"  replied 
Lucretia,  "  but  for  my  part,  I  am  so  high-spirited,  that  nobody  under 
the  degree  of  a  prince,  shall  ever  make  an  impression  upon  my  heart. 
Conduct  yourself  accordingly,"  added  she,  growing  serious,  "  and  let  us 
change  the  discourse.  I  am  willing  to  forget  what  you  have  said,  on  con- 
dition that  you  shall  never  talk  to  me  again  in  the  saqae  maontr ;  otherwse 
you  may  chance  to  repent  it." 

Althoagh  this  waa  a  kind  of  note  to  the  reader,  of  whick  I  oogbl  to  bare 
taken  advantage,  I  did  not  leave  off  entertaining  Mascarinrs  wife  with  my 
fassioa:  I  even  pressed  her  with  more  ardour  than  ever  to  mal^e  saitable 
tetania  to  lyiy  tenderneas,  and  waa  vash  enough  to  lake  Ubeilaea.    Upw 
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vhicli  tho  lady,  being  ailinnited  at  mj  diacoiuM  and  Unssnlinaii  behan'onr, 
eheoked  me  abruptly,-  threatened  to  make  the  Orand  Duke  aoquaioted  with 
my  inacdenoe ;  and  aasnred  me,  that  she  would  deaire  him  to  poaiah  um  aa 

ridf     *'|i(Hin 


I  daaerred.  I  waa  piqued  in  my  torn  at  these  menaces  :  my  lo«  changed 
into  hate ;  and,  determined  to  be  revenged  upon  Lauretia  for  her  contempt, 
I  went  in  quest  of  her  husband,  whom,  after  he  had  awom  that  he  wirald 
not  expose  me,  I  iafi>rmed  him  of  the  conespondenoe  between  his  wife  and 
the  prinoe ;  not  forgetting  to  paint  her  very  omtnvus,  in  order  to  make  tha 
■Dene  more  interesting.    The  minister,  to  prerent  all  aooidenta,  shot  np  hit 


OIL   BLAt  S47 

■pooM,  withoat  any  other  form  of  proeeu,  in  a  lecret  apartknent,  where 
the  was  guarded  l^  people  on  whom  he  oonld  rely.  While  the  waa  thus 
sonroonded  by  spies,  who  hindered  her  from  informing  the  Grand  Doke  of 
her  sitoation,  I  told  that  prince,  with  a  melancholy  air,  that  he  must  no 
more  think  of  Lacretia:  that  Mascarini  had,  doabtless,  discovered  the 
whole  afiair,  since  he  had  taken  it  into  his  head  to  watch  his  wife ;  that  I 
could  not  imagine  what  had  alarmed  his  suspicion  of  me,  for  I  thought  I 
had  always  behaved  with  a  good  deal  of  address ;  that  the  lady,  perhaps, 
had  confessed  the  whole  to  her  husband,  in  concert  with  whom  she  had 
allowed  herself  to  be  locked  up,  in  order  to  avoid  those  importunities  which 
alarmed  her  virtue.  The  prince  seemed  very  much  afflicted  at  my  report ; 
I  was  touched  with  his  grief,  and  repented  more  than  once  of  what  I  had 
done  :  but  it  was  too  late :  besides,  I  confess  that  I  felt  a  malicious  joy, 
when  I  represented  to  myself  the  condition  to  which  I  had  reduced  the 
proud  woman  who  had  disdained  my  passion. 

<  I  enjoyed  with  impunity  the  pleasure  of  revenge,  which  is  so  sweet  to  all 
the  world,  and  in  particular  to  Spaniards,  when  the  Grand  Duke  being  one 
day  in  company  with  five  or  six  of  his  courtiers  and  me,  said,  "  In  what 
manner  do  you  think  a  man  ought  to  be  punished,  who  has  dared  to  abuse 
the  confidence  of  his  prince,  and  attempted  to  deprive  him  of  his  mis« 
tress  ?  " — "  He  ought,*'  said  one,  "  to  be  tied  to  the  tail  of  four  horses, 
and  torn  to  pieces."  Another  was  of  opinion  that  he  should  be  mauled 
to  death.  The  least  cruel  of  those  Italians,  and  he  whose  sentence  was 
most  favourable  to  the  delinquent,  said,  "  That  he  would  be  satisfied  with 
cauMug  him  to  be  thrown  from  the  top  of  a  high  tower." — -."  And  what 
is  the  opinion  of  Don  Raphael  ? "  resumed  the  Grand  Duke ;  "  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  Spaniards  are  as  severe  as  the  Italian^  in  such  con- 
jectures." 

'.  I  easily  comprehended,  as  you  may  believe,  that  Mascarini  had  not 
kept  his  oath ;  or,  that  his  wife  had  found  means  to  apprise  the  prince  of 
what  had  passed  between  her  and  me ;  and  my  confusion  appeared  plain 
on  my.  countenance.  Nevertheless,  disconcerted  as  I  was,  I  answered, 
with  a  resolute  tone,  "  Sir,  the  Spaniards  are  more  generous :  they  would 
pardon  the  confidant  on  such  an  occasion ;  and,  by  their  goodness,  raise 
in  his  soul  an  eternal  regret  for  having  betrayed  them." — "WeU,"  said 
the  prince,  "  I  find  myself  capable  of  such  generosity.  *  I  pardon  the 
traitor:  for  I  have  none  but  myself  to  blame  for  having  bestowed  my 
confidence  upon  a  man  whom  I  did  not  know,  and  whom  I  had  reason  to 
distrust,  after  what  I  had  heard  of  his  character.  Don  Raphael."  added 
he,  **this  is  the  manner  in  which  I  avenge  myself;  quit  my  dominions 
immediately,  and  let  me  never  see  your  face  again."    I  withdrew  on  the 
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ibtttiit,  not  m  niRli  sflicted  mt  mj  diag^ttoi^  tir  nfmctd  atreodnvg  «ff  wt^ 
dtMipljt  tmk  iJbm  t^ry.next  dwf  amlwdBMl  la  A  Tenal  tlMl  miM  JtmH: 
Ij^bonif  on  its  letuia  to  fitttselonSft 

I  imtorrttfyted  Don  Raphael  in  thk  pnit  of  bis  faifitory,  ky  BAjha^  ^<For 
a  ttan  «f  UBdentnidingv  niotikiDks  jo4  otduniUed  a  ^eat  bluader  ia 
xiiegleeting  to  l«are  Fbreaco,  immediately  after  tfte  ^iaooTer^r  70a  made  tr 
Maatatini  of  the  piiace'a  paatioa  ft>r  Lnentia)  yoti  ahoahi  have  coneladed 
that  the  Gtaad  Duke  would  ^oon  oOmh  to  the  iaeWMge  ti  yoar  fai« 
fidalitj."-^*'  I  grakit  it,*'  xeplaed  the  bob  of  Looihda,  ^*  and  aotWithatanding 
the  aaraianoe  whinh  the  miniatet  gave  me^  of  not  ezpoaiag  me  to  tha 
reaentment  of  the  prinoe,  I  proposed  to  disap^var  id  a  rerf  ahort  time/' 

*'  I  alTtTed  at  Daroelona,"  oontmued  be>  *'  with  the  mnainder  4of  tha 
wealth  I  had  brought  from  Aigiera,  the  beet  part  af  whioh  I  diamipated  at 
Floreaee^  ia  the  Charaoter  of  the  6pani^  gentjeman.  I  did  not  ati^r  long 
in  Catalonia ;  for  haying  a  longing  deiire  to  reviait  Kadrvi)  tiw  chaimiii§[ 
place  of  mf  naiivity,  I  aatia^cd,  as  aooa  aa  poeaihie^  the  deaife  that 
impelled  me.  Whan  I  arrived  in  that  city,  I  took  fnmiahed  lodgioga,  kf^ 
aooideat^  at  a  honae  where  a  lady  tired,  whose  same  was  CkmiUa ;  and 
whoy  though  no  miaor^  wai  a  very  engaging  ciaaituie*  I  take  fiignoe 
Oil  Bka  to  witneaa,  who  aair  her,  much  about  tiiai  tiaK,  at  TaHadottdr 
She  had  atiil  more  wit  than  beauty,  a!trd  never  had  h  ahe««dv^turelr  better 
thleato  hi  deooying  dnpee :  but  ehe  waa  none  nl  thdee  ooquettea^  Who 
lay  up  the  aekoowledgmenta  of  their  gaOanto :  when  ehe  had  piUagada 
man  of  hudaeMy  ahe  ehared  hia  spoils  with  the  first  eharper  aha  found 
to  her  liking.  . 

We  loved  Okie  aaother  at  first  nght ;  and  the  bonfotmily  of  oar  maaHerl 
joined  us  so  ^closely,  that  we  soon  had  everything  ia  cnrnmoa.  Oar 
fortunes,  indeed,  were  not  very  considerable,  and  therefore  we  sp^at  tfaeai 
in  a  terj^  lictle  time.  Keitlier  of  aa,  uaiuckily,  knnded  aaytiiiag  hat  bur 
pleaoare^  or  made  the  least  use  of  the  taleats  wa  haul  to  lire  at  oar  aeigh^ 
bout's  espense.  But  xnisery  at  last  awakened  our  geaiuaes,  wUoh  pfeaauva 
had  benumbed:  fltad  Oamiiht  aaid'  te  mis  ^'My  dear  Baphael,  let  aa 
make  a  diversion,  my  friend,  and  nnoanoe  a  fideBty  that  raina  aa  both^ 
you  may  oaptivala  a  tioh  widow>  and  I  may  charm  aana  aa^kman :  £ir 
if  we  contintfe  faithfhl  te  oae  another,  bere  wiH  ba  two  fortoaos  kaf— 
*'fair  Camilla,"  I  replied^  '*you  have  auticipatad  mas  I^aa  goiag  ia 
make  the  eame  proposi^  to  yoa.  I  assent  to  your  scheme,  my  queen  e 
yeS)  for  the  batter  auppoit  of  our  mutual  flame,  let  ua  attempt  advantage^ 
oas  conquests :  the  infidelittea  wa  shall  commit  will  turn  to  triuaq>ha  ia 
the  end,*' 
.    This  oonTontion  liwni;  made,  wa  to(^  the  fi«ld,  and  ihade  eonsideiahla 


Botiom  kt  fint,  wfthoAt  being  abia  to  eDDovster  vbri  «•  Knigihtt 
CmuUb  eould  light  upon  none  but  bcttox ;  ihtt  is  to  ny,  gMlIhata  wb« 
bftd  B9t  •  nwDy  in  tb«r  pockuta  ;  Mod  I  «oiild  MMt  vitb  bo  wonoB,  bat 


mch  M  loved  better  to  levy  cootributions  than  to  pay  them.  Ab  onr  arts 
'tren  useleu  in  love,  we  had  recourse  to  stratagemi,  and  pet-formed  m 
many,  that  our  fame  reached  the  ears  of  the  corregidor  ;  and  that  Hfere 
judge  for  the  deril  ordered  one  of  bis  alguasils  to  apprehend  ns ;  but  this 
officer  beiag  as  good-natured  u  the  other  vaa  cruel,  gave  us  time  to  quit 
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Madrid,  in  eonsideration  of  a  small  tnm  which  we  bestowed  apon  him.  We 
took  the  road  to  Valladcdid,  and  fixed  in  that  city,  having  hired  a  hoase. 
in  which  I  lived  with  Camilla,  who  passed  for  my  sister,  to  avoid  scandal. 
At  first  we  kept  onr  industry  nnder  the  rein,  and  began  to  study  tlia 
ground,  before  we  should  form  any  enterprise. 

One  day,  a  man  accosting  me  in  the  street,  saluted  me  very  civOly, 
saying,  "  Signer  Don  Raphael,  do  you  know  me  ?*'  I  answered,  "  No/* 
Upon  which  he  resumed  :  "  But  I  recoUect  you.  J  have  seen  you  at  the 
court  of  Tuscany,  where  I  then  belonged  to  the  Grand  Duke's  guards.  I 
quitted  the  service  of  that  prince  some  months  ago,  and  am  come  to  Spain 
with  an  Italian  of  great  finesse :  we  have  been  three  weeks  at  Valladolid, 
and  lodge  with  a  Castiiian  and  a  Gallician,  who  are»  without  contradiction, 
two  young  fellows  of  honour.  We  live  together  by  the  woi4l  of  our  hands» 
make  good  cheer,  and  amuse  ourselves  like  princes  :  if  yon  will  join  us,  yoo 
shall  be  agreeebly  received  by  my  confederates  ;  for  you  always  seemed  to  me 
to  be  a  gallant  man,  of  a  dieposition  not  addicted  to  scruples,  and  a  professed 
brother  of  our  order." 

The  rogue's  frankness  excited  mine.  "  Smce  you  speak  to  me. with  so 
little  reserve,"  said  I  to  him,  *'  it  is  but  reasonable  that  I  should  explain 
myself  in  the  same  manner  to  you.  Indeed.  I  am  not  a  novice  in  your 
profession ;  and  if  my  modesty  would  allow  me  to  recount  my  exploits,  yoo 
would  see  that  you  have  not  judged  too  advantageously  of  my  talents : 
but  I  will  forbear  to  launch  out  in  my  own  praise,  and  content  myself 
with  assuring  you,  that  while  I  accept  the  place  in  your  company  which  is 
ofiered.'  I  will  neglect  nothing  to  approve  myself  woithy  of  your 
choice.  As  soon  as  I  signified  to  this  ambidexter  my  consent  to  augment 
the  number  of  his  comrades,  he  conducted  me  to  the  place  where  they  were, 
and  introduced  me  to  their  acquaintance.  It  was  here  that  I  saw,  for  the 
firbt  time,  the  illustrious  Ambrose  de  Lamela.  Those  gentleman  examined 
me  touching  my  skill  in  the  mystery  of  appropriating  to  one's  self  with 
address  the  efiects  of  another.  They  wanted  to.  know  if  I  understood  the 
principles  of  their  art ;  but  1  showed  them  a  great  many  stratagems  which 
they  did  not  know,  and  which  acquired  their  admiration  of  my  ability. 
They  were  still  more  astonished,  when  despising  the  dexterity  of  my  hand, 
as  a  thing  too  common,  I  told  them  that  I  excelled  in  tricks  which  required 
the  assistance  of  genius.  To  convince  them  of  this,  I  recounted  the  adven- 
ture of  Jerome  de  Moyadas ;  and.  upon  the  simple  narration  of  that  affair, 
they  found  me  such  a  superior  genius,  that  I  was  chosen  their  chief  by 
unanimous  consent.  I  soon  justified  their  choice  by  an  infinite  number  of 
knavish  designs,  which  we  put  in  practice,  and  of  which  I  was.  as  it  were, 
the  informing  soul.     When  we  had  occasion  for  an  actress  to  carry  on  onr 
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projeoto,  w«  made  use  of  Otonilla,  who  performed  sll  our  parts  to  Bdmiratioa. 
About  that  time,  onr  brother  Amhroae,  being  tempted  to  reTint  bit 
native  country,  let  out  for  Oallioia,  aaiuTiiig  ne  that  we  might  depend 
spoil  his  retnm.  He  satisfied  his  deaira ;  and  on  his  way  back  again, 
going  to  Burgos,  with  an  intention  of  striking  some  stroke,  an  innkeeper 
of  his  aoquaintance  intcoduoed  him  to  the  serriee  of  Signer  Oil  Bias  of 


Saatillane,  with  whose  affuirs  he  did  not  fail  to  make  himself  acquainted. 
"  Signor  Gil  Bias,"  added  he,  addressing  himself  to  me,  "  you  know  how 
we  rid  yon  of  your  portmanteau,  in  our  Aimiohed  lodging  at  Vailadolid; 
and  I  don't  doubt  that  yon  suspected  AmbroM  of  being  the  chief  iDstm^ 
ment  of  that  theft.  And  you  were  in  the  right :  for,  at  your  arriTal,  h« 
Mme  and  laid  your  situation  before  us,  and  we,  the  gentlemen  undertal^erai 
regulated  ourselves  accordingly.  But  you  are  igno-  nt  of  the  eonsequenoe 
of  that  adventure,  which  [  will  therefore  let  yon  know.  Ambrose  and  I 
carried  off  your  portmanteau,  and,  mounting  your  mules,  took  the  road 
to  If  adrid,  without  encumbering  ourselves  with  Camilla,  or  the  rest  of  our 
oomiudes,  who,  without  doubt,  were  as  much  surprised  aa  you  at  our  non- 
appearance next  day." 
On  the  aeoond  day  we  changed  onr  design,  and,  instead  of  going  to 
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littdrid,  lAUk  I  had  not  quilted  without  capae*  ve  paaied  by  ^beroar 
and  ooBtiDvad  our  route  aa  far  aa  ToMo*  la  thia  city,  pur  fint  caret  was 
to  dreea  ourtdvaa  like  geBtleoMA;  then  jiving  ouraelvea  out  for  twa 
Inpothera  of  GaUiei%  who  traveBed  out  of  curioail^,  we  toon  begama 
Bequinled  with  peraona  of  charaeter.  Aa  I  had  bean  ao  much  aocuatomed 
ie.  act  the  man  of  quality,  I  waa  eaaily  auatakea  for  auch,  and  people 
being  usually  dazzled  by  expense,  we  imposed  upon  every  body  by  the 
gallant  treats  we  began  to  give  to  the  ladies.  Among  the  women  whom  I 
visited,  there  was  one  who  touched  my  heart :  I  found  her  fairer  than 
Oamilla,  and  a  good  deal  younger :  I  was  desirous  of  knowing  who 
she  was,  and  learnt  that  her  name  was  Violante,  and  that  her  husband 
was  a  gentleman,  who,  cloyed  already  with  her  charms  pursued  those  of 
a  courtezan  whom  he  loved.  This  piece  of  iofonnatioii  was  enough  to 
determine  me  to  establish  Violante  the  sovereign  lady  of  my  afleetion. 

It  waa  not  hmg  before  she  pcreetved  her  conquest ;  I  bega»  to  follow 
her  every  idiei^  and  commit  a  thousand  impertinences  to  peraaada  her 
Aat  I  waatad  nothing  mora  than  to  oonsole  her  for  the  infidelity  of  her 
spouse.  The  fair  one  made  hat  reflections  on  the  matter,  which  went 
such,  that  at  last  I  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  bar  approbatioii  of  my 
sentiments*  I  received  from  her  a  billet,  in  answer  to  several  which  I  had 
aent  to  her  by  one  of  those  old  matrons  who  are  so  serviceable  in  Sfmn 
and  Italy*  The  lady  gave  me  to  understand  that  her  husband  supped 
every  evening  with  his  mistresa*  and  did  not  come  home  before  it  was 
very  late.  That  aame  night  I  went  under  the  wiodowa  of  Violante,  and 
entered  into  a  most  tender  conversation  with  her :  after  which  we  agreed 
at  parting  to  enjoy  the  same  opportunity  every  night  at  the  same  hour, 
without  prejudice  to  the  other  acts  of  gallantry  which  we  should  be  permitted 
to  exercise  in  the  day. 

'  Hitherto  Don  Balthazar,  the  husband  of  my  prinoeaa,  came  off  varji 
eheaply :  but  I  chose  to  love  naturally,  and  repaired  one  evening  under 
the  lady's  windows,  with  a  design  to  tell  htx,  that  I  could  live  no  longer, 
if  I  did  not  enjoy  a  tite  &  tHe  with  her  in  a  place  more  suitable  to  th«  exoeaa 
^  my  love ;  an  indulgence  which  I  had  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain.' 
•But  just  as  I  got  to  the  place  I  suw  a  man  coma  into  the  streekt  who 
seemed  to  observe  me  :  in  effect,  it  was  her  husband,  who  returned  from 
the  courtezan  earlier  than  usual,  and  who  perceiving  a  cavalier  near  hb 
house,  instead  of  gcnng  in,  walked  to  and  fro  in  the  street.  I  remained  for 
some  time  unresolved ;  but,  at  last,  determined  to  accost  Don  Balthasar, 
'whom  I  did  not  know,  and  to  whom  I  was  also  utterly  unknown.  *'  8ig«or 
cavalier,"  paid  I  to  him,  "  pray  leave  the  street  free  to  me  for  one  night  r 
I  will  do  as  much  for  you  another  tkne,"*— ^"  Signer/'  he  replied,  *'  I  was 
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gl»tHg  to  mfftke  the  same  request  to  you  :  I  am  in  late  wHk  a  girt  wliom 
her  brother  guards  like  a  dragoa,  and  who  lives  not  above  twenty  paces 
fyoWL  hence,  so  that  I  wish  there  was  nobody  in  the  street*'-^**  There  is 
one  way,'^  said  I,  **of  satisfying  us  both,  withotftt  itMomaiodlng  sslher ;: 
fev,**  added  I,  showing  him  his  own  house,  '*  the  lady  whom  I  setfve  lodges 
there ;  and  let  us  assist  one  another  if  either  of  us  should  be  sittaohed.^ 
***  WiHh  M  my  heart/*  he  repHed;  '*  I  will  go  to  my  rendezvous,  aad  we 
Witt  back  one  another  should  there  be  occasion.*'  So*  saying,  he  left  me-; 
but  H  was  in  order  to  observe  me  the  better,  and  this  the  darkneea  of  th« 
sight  permitted  him  to  do  with  impunity. 

For  my  part,!  i^roached  in  security  the  balcony  oi  Yielants,  who  sooo 
«ppeaved,  and  we  began  to  converse  together.  I  did  ildt  fi&il  to  fbs&i* 
upon  my  queen's  granting  me  a  private  interview  in  some  parHcular  pfawe. 
She  resisted  my  importunities  a  little,  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  favour 
which  I  demanded ;  then  dropping  a  letter,  which  she  took  out  of  her 
pocketv  ^  Hold,"  she  said,  **  yau  wiU  fad  in  t^  htUet  the  promise  of  what 
jan  8ft  earnestly  desire.'^  She  aftarwunls  wiithtow,  because  the  hour  at 
w^deh  her  husband  usually  returned  waaaft  hmid;  upon  which  I  secured  the 
VBbt  and  adyanced  to  the  place  where  Don  Bskhaaor  said  he  was  concer ned, 
hut  he»  having  well  perceived  what  I  wanted  with  his  wife,  came  to  me, 
M^g.  "  Well,  Signer  cavalier,  are  you  satisfied  with  your  good  fortune  ?* 
^Ihave  cause  to  be  so,'*  I  replied :  ^*  and  whathwe  you  done  ?  has  love 
Jkfoured  your  addresses?" — ^Ah  no  T'  sai<t  he»  ^Uie  cursed  brother  of 
ifte  beanty  whom  I  love  is  returned  from  a  countrT^house  where  I  imagined 
ha  would  stay  until  to-morsow  ;  and  this  irffi^K*"*^  has  balked  ma  of  the 
Measure  with  which  I  flattered  mysdtf."^ 

Don  Baltha2sar  and  I  made  mutual  protestalions  of  iriendihip ;  and,  to 
tie  the  knots  of  it  the  faster,  made  an  appointment  to  meet  next  day  in  thai 
gieac  squaK.  After  we  parted,  he  w<mt  home,  but  mentioned  not  a  wont 
of  what  he  knew  to  Violante.  Next  day  he  repaired  to  the  great  aqoaesi^ 
where  I  arrived  a  moment  after  him,  vro  saluted  one  another  with  demon- 
strations  of  fHendship,  as  perfidious  on  ona  side,  as  mnoexe  on  the  other. 
Then  Don  Balthaaar  made  me  the  confidant  of  a  fbigned  intrigue  with  the 
lady  whom  he  had  mentioned  the  preceding  night ;  recounting  a  long  story 
that  he  had  invented,  in  order  to  engage  me  in  my  turn,  to  tell  him  in 
what  manner  I  had  become  acquainted  with  Violante.  I  did  not  fail 
to  IbU  into  the  snare,  and  confess  all  vrith  the  utmost  frankness :  I  even 
shewed  the  letter  which  I  had  received  torn  her,  and  read  tibe  contents  ia 
words :— ^ 

^'latt^ASfi  dine'  to  morrow  wUii  Doima  Ibea :  you  kaowwhere  she  Uwe: 
4a 


itiain  the  home  of  that  foithrol  friend  that  I  tntendfo  give  TDuaprinte 
iQlerview,  far  I  can  no  longer  refuse  that  favour  which  you  seem  to  deaetve.' 
"  This,"  laid  Don  Balthazar,  "  ia  a  billett  vhich  promiaea  you  the 
accompiiabmeBt  of  your  wiah ;  I  congratulate  you  beforehand  on  the  bappi- 
neaa  that  attenda  you."  He  could  not  help  being  a  little  diaconcerted  while 
he  said  this  ;  but  he  eaaily  coDcealed  hia  trouble  and  confuaion  from  me. 
I  waa  BO  much  engtosaed  by  hope,  that  I  never  thought  of  oliserviug  my 
confidant,  who  waa  obliged,  however,  to  leave  me,  that  I  might  not  at  laat 
perceive  hla  agitation.  He  ran  to  appriae  hia  brother-in-law  of  this  adven- 
tore  ;  but  I  am  ignorant  of  what  passed  between  them,  all  I  know  of  the 
matter  is,  that  Don  Balthazar  came  and  knocked  at  the  door,  while  1  was 
witii  Violante  at  the  house  of  Donna  Inez  ;  and  as  soon  as  we  learned  that 
it  was  he,  I  escaped  at  a  back-dooi  before  he  came  in.  Aa  soon  as  I  iraa 


gone,  the  ladies,  whom  the  unforseen  arrivalof  the  husband  had  disconcerted 
recollected  themaelvea,  and  received  him  with  such  effrontery,  that  he  aus- 
pected  I  was  either  concealed,  or  had  made  my  eacape.  I  cannot  tell  what 
he  said  (o  Donna  Inez  and  his  wife,  because  it  never  came  to  my  knowledge. 
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Meanwhile,  without  saspecting  that  I  was  Don  Balthazar's  dupe,  I  went 
away,  cursing  him,  and  returned  to  the  great  square,  where  I  had  appointed 
to  meet  Lamela.  I  did  not  find  him,  however ;  he  had  little  afiairs  of  his 
own  to  manage,  and  the  rogue  was  more  fortunate  than  I.  While  I  waited 
for  him,  I  saw  my  perfidious  confidant  arrive,  who  came  up  to  me  wi^  a 
gay  air,  and  smiling,  asked  news  of  my  interview  with  my  nymph  at  the 
house  of  Donna  Inez.  *'  J  do  not  know,"  said  I,  "  what  demon  jealous  of 
my  pleasures,  delights  in  thwarting  them  :  but  while  I  was  alone  with  my 
lady,  pressmg  her  to  make  me  happy,  her  husband,  whom  the  devil  confound ! 
came  and  knocked  at  the  door :  so  that  being  obliged  to  get  off  as  fast  as  I 
could,  I  retired  by  a  back-door,  cursing  in  my  heart  the  jealous  knave,  who 
broke  aU  my  measures." — "  I  am  truly  sorry  for  it,"  cried  Don  Balthazar, 
who  felt  a  secret  joy  in  seeing  my  vexation ;  "  what  an  impertinent  hus- 
band must  he  be !  I  advise  you  to  give  him  no  quarter." — "  O !  as  for 
that,"  I  replied*  "  I  will  teike  your  advice  :  and  I  can  assure  you  that  his 
honour  shall  make  its  exit  this  night :  his  wife,  when  I  left  her,  bade  me  not 
be  discouraged  at  so  small  a  matter,  but  be  sure  to  come  under  her  window 
earlier  than  usual,  for  she  was  resolved  to  admit  me  into  her  house :  and 
desired  me,  at  all  events,  to  come  attended  with  two  or  three  friends,  for 
fear  of  surprise." — "  What  a  prudent  lady  she  is !"  said  he,  "  I  will,  if  you 
please,  accompany  you  thither." — "  Ah,  my  dear  friend  !"  cried  I,  in  a 
transport  of  joy,  while  I  threw  my  arma  around  his  neck,  I  am  infinitely 
obliged  to  you/'— *"  I  will  do  more,"  he  resumed ;  "  I  am  acquainted  with 
a  young  fellow  who  is  another  Csesar ;  he  shall  be  of  the  party,  and  then 
you  may  boldly  confide  in  your  escort." 

I  did  not  know  what  acknowledgements  to  make  to  this  -new  friend,  so 
much  was  I  charmed  with  his  zeal.  In  short,  I  accepted  the  succour  which 
he  offered,  and  appointing  to  meet  in  the  twilight  under  Violante's  balcony, 
we  parted  for  that  time.  He  went  to  find  his  brother-in-law,  who  was  the 
Caesar  in  question ;  and  I  took  a  turn  till  the  evening,  with  Lamela,  who, 
though  he  was  surprised  at  the  ardour  with  which  Don  Balthazar  espoused 
my  interest,  distrusted  him  no  more  than  I :  we  fell  nodding  into  the  snare, 
which,  I  own,  was  unpardonable  in  people  of  our  experience.  When  I 
thought  it  was  time  to  present  myself  before  Violante's  window,  Ambrose 
and  I  appeared  upon  the  spot,  armed  with  good  rapiers ;  and  there  we 
found  the  lady's  husband,  with  another  man,  waiting  for  us,  without  flinch- 
ing. Don  Balthazar  accosting  me,  and  showing  his  brother-in-law,  said, 
"  Bignor,  this  is  the  cavalier,  whose  bravery  I  extolled  so  much.  Get  into 
the  house  of  your  mistress,  and  let  not  anxiety  hmder  you  from  enjoying 
the  most  perfect  felicity." 

After  some  mutual  compliments,  I  knocked  at  my  nymph*s  door,  which 
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being  opened  by  &  kind  of  duenna,  I  eatered  uid  wttbottt  taking  aotiee  of 
what  puied  belund  me,  sdraoced  into  a  ball  where  ViolanteTaa.  While 
I  touted  the  ladf ,  the  two  traitors,  who  had  followed  me  into  the  hoiiM, 
•nd  ahnt  the  door  aohaatilfaftez  then,  that  Ambron  was  left  in  the  Blnet, 
diaoorerod  tbenuelves.   You  nay  easilf  imai^ioe  that  we  then  came  to 


blowB.  Both  of  them  vtMrgea  uic  a;  uuuo ;  bill  i  louud  then  work  enougl^ 
and  employed  them  in  auch  a  manner,  that  perhaps  they  repented  they  had 
not  chosen  a  Burerconreyance  for  their  rerenge.  I  ranthe  huibandthrouglt 
the  body,  and  his  brother-in-law  seeing  him  out  of  the  question,  got  to  tt« 
door,  which  the  duenna  and  Vtolaste  had  opened  to  make  their  eanap* 


while  we  mm  engaged.  I  puraued  them  into  the  etteet,  wfaere  I  irtjoineA 
Lamela,  whoimt  being  able  to  eztca)ct  one  word  from  tiie  women  in  theit 
flight,  did  not  precisely  know  what  to  think  of  the  noiie  he  had  heard* 
We  retmned  to  ^e  taTetn  where  we  lodged,  iecuxed  our  most  vahnblo 
effects,  and  mowating  car  molesy  rode  out  of  the  city  without  Watting 
fbr  day. 

Knowing  wry  wril  that  this  a&ir  might  httve  bad  coieeqnettees,  and 
that  a  eeaich  wedhl  be  made  at  Toledo,  which  we  were  in  the  right  to 
anticipate!  we  went  to  bed  at  Villarubia,  at  an  inn,  where  some  time  after 
a  merchant  of  Toledo  arrived,  in  his  way  to  Segorba.  As  we  supped  in 
his  company,  he  recounted  the  tragical  adventure  of  Violante's  husband ; 
and  was  so  far  firom  suspecting  us  to  be  concerned,  that  we  boldly  asked  of 
him  all  manner  of  questions  about  the  affair.  *'  Gentlemen,"  said  he, 
^'justasl  set  out  this  morning,  I  heard  of  the  malancholy  accident. 
Search  was  made  erery  where  for  Violante,  and  I  am  told  that  the 
corregidor,  who  is  related  to  Don  Balthazar,  has  resolved  to  spare  nothing 
in  diseoTering  the  murderers.     This  is  all  I  know  of  the  matter." 

Thoagh  I  was  not  much  alarmed  at  the  search  of  the  corregidor,  I 
resolved  to  quit  New  Qistile  immediately :  reflecting  that  when  Violanto 
should  be  ftmnd,  efae  would  confess  all ;  and  on  her  description  of  my 
peieon  to  the  jndge»  people  would  be  sent  in  pursuit  of  me.  For  this 
reason,  the  wy  next  day  we  avoided  the  highway  through  precaution : 
Lamela  being  luckily  acquainted  with  three-fourths  of  Spain,  and  particular- 
ly with  the  by-ways  through  which  we  could  securely  repair  into  Arragon. 
Instead  of  going  straight  to  Cue&ca,  we  kept  among  the  mountains 
adjacent  to  that  city ;  and,  through  paths  that  were  not  unknown  to  my 
guide,  arrived  at  a  grotto  which  looked  very  much  like  a  hermitage ;  and, 
indeed,  it  ^vas-  the  same  to  which  you  came  last  night  for  an  asylum. 

While  I  was  considering  the  country  around,  which  presented  to  my 
view  a  most  churning  rural  prospect,  my  companion  said  to  me,  **  I  passed 
by  this  place  six  years  ago,  at  which  time  that  grotto  served  as  a  retreat 
to  an  old  hermit,  who  gave  me  a  very  charitable  reception ;  entertaining 
me  with  a  share  of  his  provisions.  I  remember  that  he  was  a  very  holy 
man,  and  harangued  me  with  a  discourse  that  had  almost  detached  me  firom 
the  world :  perhaps  he  is  still  alive  :  I  will  go  and  see."  So  saying,  the 
curious  Ambrose  alighted  from  his  mule,  and  entered  the  hermitage, 
where  having  staid  some  minutes,  he  returned,  calling  to  me,  **"  Come 
hither,  Don  Raphael— come  and  see  a  very  affecting^  scene.** 

I  allighted  immediately,  and  tying  our  mules  to  a  tree,  followed  Lamela 
into  thegrotto,  where  I  perceived  an  old  anchorite,  pale  and  dying,  stretched 
at  hie  fidl  length  xxpon  a  truckle-bed.    A  white  httad,  very  bushy,  covered 
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bia  vliole  breut ;  and  in  bii  huida,  clasped  together,  appeared  a  Urge 
twisted  rotary.  At  the  noiae  we  made  at  approaching  him  he  opened  hia 
eyea,  which  death  had  already  began  to  cloae,  and  after  having  looked  at 
na  for  a  moment,  aaid,  "  Whosoever  you  are,  my  bnttbten,  profit  by  the 
apeciacla  that  now  preienta  itaelf  lo  yont  eyea  :  I  have  Itred  for^  yean  ia 
the  world,  and  sixty  In  this  solitude.  Ah!  how  long,  at  tbis  moment, 
aeema  the  time  which  I  bare  bestowed  on  my  pleasures !  and,  on  the  con* 
trary,  bow  abort  doea  that  appear  which  I  have  consecrated  to  penitence 
and  devotion  !  Alas  I  I  am  afraid  that  the  aoRterities  of  brother  John 
bave  not  sufficiently  expiated  the  sins  of  the  licentiate  Don  Juan  de  Sobs." 


He  had  no  sooner  spoken  these  words  than  he  expired,  leaving  ua  very 
much  affected  with  bis  death.  Thia  sort  of  object  always  makea  some 
impression  even  on  the  greatest  libertines.  But  we  did  not  retluo  it  long : 
we  aoon  forgot  what  he  had  said  to  na,  and  began  to  take  an  inventory  (rf 
every  thing  in  the  hermitage  :  an  employment  not  very  laboiioua;  all  bii 


fdrnitnre  consistitig  in  what  jou  may  faaye  observed  in  tbe  grotto.  Brother 
John  was  not  only  ill  provided  with  famitnre,  bnt  also  kept  a  very  bad 
larder :  for  all  the  provirions  we  found  were  a  few  filberts  and  some  crusts 
of  barley-bread,  so  hard,  as  to  be,  in  all  appearance,  proof  against  the 
gums  of  the  holy  man.  I  say,  his  gums ;  because  we  observed  that  he  had 
lost  all  his  teeth.  All  that  this  solitary  habitation  contained,  and  all  that 
we  beheld,  made  us  regard  the  good  anchorite  as  a  perfect  saint.  We 
were  shocked,  indeed,  at  one  thing :  we  opened  a  paper  folded  in  form  of 
a  letter,  which  he  had  lain  upon  the  table,  and  in  which  he  begged  that  the 
person  who  should  read  it  would  carry  his  rosary  and  sandals  to  the  bishop 
of  Cuenca.  We  did  not  know  with  what  intention  this  new  father  of  the 
desert  could  desire  to  make  such  a  present  to  his  bishop.  This  seemed  an 
outrage  against  humility,  and  the  behaviour  of  a  man  who  wanted  to  set  up 
for  canonisation.  Perhaps,  however,  there  was  nothing  in  it  but  pure 
simplicity ;  but  I  dont  pretend  to  decide  the  matter. 

While  we  discoursed  together  on  this  subject,  a  pleasant  thought  came 
into  Lamella's  head.  "  Let  us  stay/'  said  he,  ''in  this  hermitage,  and 
disguise  ourselves  like  anchorites,  having  first  buried  brother  John.  You 
shall  pass  fur  him,  and  I,  under  the  name  of  brother  Anthony,  will  go 
begging  in  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages.  Besides  our  being  secure 
from  tbe  inquiries  of  the  corregidor  (for  I  dont  believe  he  will  think  of 
searching  for  as  here)  I  have  some  good  acquaintances  at  Cuenca,  which 
we  may  cultivate."  I  approved  of  this  extravagant  proposal :  not  so  much 
for  Ambrose's  reasons,  as  out  of  pure  whim,  or  a  desire  in  acting  a  part  in  a 
play.  About  thirty  or  forty  paces  from  the  grotto,  we  dug  a  grave,  in 
which  we  modestly  interred  the  old  anchorite,  after  having  stripped  him 
of  his  clothes ;  that  is,  a  simple  robe  tied  about  his  middle  with  a  leathern 
girdle :  we  likewise  cut  off  his  beard,  to  make  a  false  one  for  me ; 
and,  in  short,  after  having  performed  his  funeral,  took  possession  of  the 
hermitage. 

-  We  fared  pooily  the  first  day,  being  obliged  to  live  on  the  provisions  of 
the  defunct ;  but  next  morning,  before  day,  Lamt^la  set  out  in  order  to  sell 
the  two  mules  at  Toralva,  and  returned  inthe  evening  laden  with  victuals^ 
and  other  things  which  he  had  purchased.  *  He  brought  every  thing  that 
was  necessaiy  for  our  transformation ;  he  made  for  himself  a  russet  gown, 
and  a  little  red  beard  of  horse-hair,  which  he  fixed  so  artificially  to  his  ears, 
that  one  would  have  sworn  it  was  the  natural  produce  of  his  chin.  There 
is  not  a  more  dexterous  young  fellow  in  the  world  than  he;  who  likewise 
weaved  the  beard  of  brother  John,  which  he  applied  to  my  face,  and  my 
brown  woollen  cap  served  to  cover  the  artifice ;  so  that  there  was  nothing 
wanting  to  our  disguise.    We  found  each  other  ao  pleasantly  equipped, 
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that  we  coidif  iMt,  without  Imghhigt  bthold  •wMlieftki  tiiis  dheeM^  wfaicK 
truly  was  ttot  rerf  aoltahle  to  Mr  vmI  oharaolefa*  Together  with  favother 
lohn*B  robe,  I  wore  hie  tomxj  and  Bandala,  of  whieh  i  made  w>  acniple  to 
deprive  the  bishop  of  Cbenot. 

We  had  been  akeady  three  days  In  tbe  heroBstage  widMiUfc  aaeiag  a  acml 
appear ;  but  on  the  fourth  two  peaspttls  enterad  the  g|i(itto».  hriagmg  hKadi* 
cheese,  and  onione  to  the  doAmet,  whom  they  atiUtboiightalm.  Aa  aooii 
as  l  peroeiv^d  them,  I  threw  viyMlf  on  my  bed,  and  ik  w«a  no  dtffinlt 
matter  to  deeeive  them  r  ibr  besideo  that  tbcpe  waa  not  U^  enonfh  to 
enable  them  to  distin^ish  myftaitiirea»  i  imitated,  an  well  aa  I  ooild»  Ao 
voice  of  brother  Jbhn,  whoee  last  words  I  had  heavd;  and  they  had  no 
suspicion  of  the  cheat :  they  seemed  only  sorpvised  to  meet  anothrr  hermit 
there ;  which  when  Jjamela  perceived,  he  said  whb^hypociitiaalair^  **My 
brethren,  be  not  sorprised  to  see  me  in  tl^  solito^  ;>  I  have  qnitted  m  her* 
mitage  I  possessed  in  Airagon,  to  oomo  hither  and  attend  the  venerahlo 
and  discreet  brother  John,  who  in  his  eatiome  old  age  haa  occasion  for  a 
comrade  who  can  provide  for  his  neceaaitfea;*'  The  peaaants  gave  infinite 
praise  tc^e  charity  of  Ambrose,  and  czprsssed  gveat  joy  in  being- able  to 
boast  of  having  two  holy  personages  in  their  country. 

Lamela,  with  a  hrf^e  havresaok,  which  he  hud  not  forgot  to  purchase,, 
went  a-begging  for  the  first  titne  hi  tho  city  of  Cuenoa,  which  is  but  a 
small  league  from  the  hermitage^  Wi&  a  devout  igppearanoe,  which  ho 
had  received  from  nature,  and  the  art  of  mahing  advantage  of  it,  which  hi* 
possessed  in  a  supreme  degree,  he  <ttd  not  hik  t»  eatoit  almefiRNn  dbAri^blo 
peopfe,  with  whose  liberalities  he  filled  bio  hefweaaek."-^^  Mi!«  Ambrose," 
said  I  to  him  at  hh  return,  **  I  oongratulato  jou  upon  jfonr- happy  taloit 
of  meltmg  the  soids  of  Christians.  Egad:!  ope  woqU  tbink  yon  h/id  been 
a  begghig  brother  among  the  Capachins/^^-^^^  I  hanre  donoaom^ibingelMi" 
answered  he,  "'than  fill  my  hm^ieaok  ^  yoo  must  know)  liiat  I.hflkVO  disQ^P 
vered  a  certain  nymph  called  Barba,  whom  I  formerly  loved,  and  wbam  I 
have  found  strangely  altered  ^  At^  like  us,  ha&  turned  devotee,  and  lives 
with  two  or  three  sisters  el  the  ^me  chMS,  who  edify,  the  world  ia  public^ 
and  in  private  live  soandrioua*  M««e.  As  she  djd  not  know  mo  alk  fiiiStit 
'  How }  madam  Barba,*  said  I,  '  i»  it  po9sft4o  that  yon  da  not  ren^HsotpQ/i 
of  your  old  friends,  your  admirtr  AnbKMie2'-p^*Bymy£uthl  &MgnPe  die 
Lamela,NTied  she, '  I  shodd  never  h»w  expected  to  see  yon  againcift  I^Qrhiabil 
you  now  wear  ^  By  what  adventure  are  yon  become  henBUt  ?*Wn'  tceiwftnt  tell 
you  at  present,*^  I  rej^ied.  ^the  detail  ia  somewhat  long^  hnt  l  w31  come 
back  to-morrow  to  gratify  your  ouriosity,  and  bsing^  allmg^  wilb  Die.  my 
companion,  brother  John.' — *  Brother  John  f  said  she^  iQlerrQplii^g  9I«» 


*  what  the  good  anchorite  who  lires  in  the  hermitage  Dear  this  city  ?  Sura 
you  joke ;  they  say  he  ii  more  than  a  handred  yean  old.' — '  It  is  true,' 
aaid  I  to  her,  '  that  he  wai  once  of  that  ago  ;  but  he  hot  grown  a  great 
deal  younger  within  these  few  days,  and  is  at  present  Ho  older  than  I.' 
'  Well,  let  him  come  along  with  you/  replied  Barba ;  '  I  see  there  ia  Mine 
myttery  in  the  oase.' " 

We  did  not  fail  the  next  day  aa  soon  as  it  was  dark  to  go  to  the  honae  of 
ttioee  higota,  who  had  prepared  a  Bumptnous  entertain  tment  for  our  recep- 
tion. We  immediately  took  off  our  beards,  and  hermit's  dress,  and  with- 
out o^mony  told  them  vho  we  were.  On  their  side,  for  fear  of  being 
indebted  to  ua  for  Jrankness,  they  ahowed  what  itJse  devotees  are  capa- 
ble of,  when  they  banish  grimace.  We  spent  almost  all  the  night  at  table. 


and  did  not  retire  to  our  grotto  till  the  dawn.     We  retnnied  thither  again 
in  a  very  short  timei  or  rather  did  the  same  thing  almost  every  day  during 
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tbreemoBtha:  in  which  time  w«ap«nt  two-third>of  onr  monay  wVik  fluw 
Djmphs :  but  om  bung  m^ioiou  <rf  our  ohusoten  diaooverad  fbn  whoL^ 
and  hu  infotmed  jnatioe  agutut  ua,  whioh  thit  day  intended  to  Tint  tbt 
hermitage,  and  BMure  our  peraona.  Yeaterday,  Ambroae,  while  be  waa 
bt'ggiog  at  Cnenca,  met  one  of  onr  natara,  who  gave  him  a  note,  N^in^ 
"  One  of  lay  ftiendt  wrote  tbii  letter  to  me,  whii;h  I  waa  going  to  aaad  yon 
by  anezpreu:  shovittobrother  John,  and  take  your  meaanreaaooordingly." 
It  waa  this  billet,  gvntlenen,  whioh  Lamela  deliTeied  to  me  in  your  pi^ 
aenoe,  and  which  haa  made  ua  quit  ao  aoddenly  oar  aolitaiy  haUtatiML. 


g agAsr 


^ 


lOS  DOX  KlPSi.IL  HILD  WITH  SIS  HBIXXM,  IVD  IXl 
ASTIHTUXI  WHICH  SIPFXHZD  TO  IHKM  WHUT  THCT  DBUBBXD  TO  aHIT 
TH«  WOOD. 


HUt  Don  Bspbael  had  ended  hia  nairatioi^ 
i  which  I  thought  verj  tedioui,  Don  Alphonaa 
was  BO  polite  as  to  sa;  it  had  diverted  him 
I  Tery  much  indeed.  Then  Signor  AjnbroM 
opened,  and  addressing  himself  to  hia  fellow- 
adnntiuer,  "Don  Baphael,"  said  he,  "oon- 
lider  that  the  sim  is  set ;  it  will  be  proper 
methinka,  to  deliberate  upon  what  we  are  to 
do."^"Ton  are  in  the  right,"  replied  hia 
Domradei  "ve  must  determine  upon  the  plaoe 
to  which  we  go  next" — "  It  Is  mj  opinion,"  resumed  Lamela,  "that  we 
should  set  forward  without  loss  of  time,  teach  Kequena  this  night,  and  to- 
morrow enter  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  where  we  trill  give  the  rein  to  our 
indoatiy ;  and,  I  foresee,  perform  tome  successftil  strokes."  His  oonfede- 
rate,  who  on  that  subject  believed  his  presage  infallible,  aaaented  to  hia 
opinion :  as  for  Don  Alphonso  end  me,  leaving  ourselvee  to  the  conduct  of 
these  honest  people,  ve  waited  in  silence  the  result  of  the  conference. 

It  being,  therefore,  resolved  that  we  should  take  the  road  to  Beqnena, 
we  began  to  prepare  ouiselvea  for  the  jonmej :  we  made  another  meal  like 
that  in  the  morning ;  and  loading  the  h<«se  with  the  bottle  and  the  remuios 
of  otir  provisions,  the  approach  of  night  lent  ns  that  dorknesii  which  we 
needed  for  our  more  secure  travelling,  and  we  pushed  forward  to  get  out  of 
the  wood :  bnt  we  had  not  gone  a  hundred  jrarda,  when  we  discovered  among 
the  trees  a  light  that  made  na  very  uneasy.  "  What  is  the  meaning  of  that?  " 
•aid  Don  Eaphael,  "  perhaps  the  ferreta  of  justice  having  puimed  ua  from 
Cnenca,  understand  that  we  are  in  thia  forest,  and  are  come  hither  to 
•earoh."^"  I  don't  believe  that^"  said  Ambrose  i  "  these  are  rather  tra* 
vellera,  who,  being  surprised  by  the  night  have  come  into  thia  wood  to 
wait  today.  But,"  added  he,  "I  may  be  mistaken.  X  will  go  and  reooo* 
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noitro  while  you  afay  here,  and  I  will  be  back  in  a  moment."  So  saying, 
he  adyanoed  tomrda  the  light,  whicti  was  Qot  far  off,  and  approMhatl  it 
softly.  Pudhing  geutljr  aside  the  leares  and  boogha  that  were  in  his  waj, 
and  peeping  with  all  the  attention  whiob  the  thing  seemed  to  dewrre,  he  law 
OQ  the  grass,  round  a  oandle  that  stuck  bunding  in  a  lamp  of  clay,  four  men 
ntHng,  who  had  just  dispatched  a  pie,  and  emptied  a  pret^  large  leathern 
tMttle,  which  they  embraced  in  their  turns.  He  likewise  perceired  at  soma 
le  from  them,  akdy  and  gentleman  tied  to  a  tree;  and  a  little  farther 


a  chaise  with  two  mules  lil)  up  suned  H  guessed  at  once  that  tha 
men  were  tDbbers ;  and  the  r  discourse  which  he  overheard  asaured  btm 
that  he  was  not  mistaken  in  bis  conjecture.  The  four  banditti  expressed  an 
equal  desire  of  possessing  the  lady  who  had  fLiUen  into  their  hands,  and  talked 
of  costing  lots  for  her.  Lomela  hsTtng  fully  informed  himself  of  the  matt<^r, 
rejoined  ns,  and  made  a  fiulhful  n;port  of  what  he  had  seen  and  heard. 
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:  bpon  which  Alphcmso  said,  "  Gentlemen,  that  lady  and  cavalier  whom 
the  robbers  have  bound  to  a  tree  are  perhaps  persons  of  the  first  quality : 
and  shall  we  sufier  them  to  fieJl  victims  to  the  barbarity  and  brutality  of 
thieves  ?  Take  my  advice,  let  us  attack  these  banditti,  and  put  them  all 
to  death.*' — "  With  all  my  heart/'  said  Don  Raphael ;  "  I  am  as  ready  to 
do  a  good  as  a  bad  action/'  Ambrose,  on  his  part,  signified  his  willing- 
ness to  lend  a  hand  to  such  a  laudable  enterprise,  "  For  which,"  said  he, 
I  foresee  we  shall  be  well  recompensed/'  I  dare  likewise  affirm,  that  on 
this  occassion  I  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  the  danger;  and  that  no  knight- 
errant  ever  showed  more  readiness  to  succour  damsels  in  distress.  But  not 
to  conceal  the  truth,  the  danger  was  not  great :  for  Lamela  having  reported 
that  the  arms  of  the  robbers  were  all  in  a  heap  at  the  distance  of  ten  or 
twelve  paces  firom  them,  it  was  no  difficult  matter  for  us  to  execute  our 
design.  We  tied  our  horse  to  a  tree,  and  approached  as  gently  as  possible 
the  place  where  they  were  talking  with  great  warmth  :  and  making  a  noise 
that  helped  us  to  surprise  them,  we  made  ourselves  masters  of  their  arms, 
before  we  were  discovered ;  then  firing  a  volley  upon  them  stretched  them 
idl  breathless  on  the  spot. 

During  this  execution,  the  light '  going  out,  we  remained  in  darkness ; 
but,  for  all  that,  did  not  delay  to  untie  the  man  and  woman  who  were  so 
much  engrossed  by  their  fear,  that  they  had  no  power  to  thank  us  fcv  what 
we  had  done  in  their  behalf.  It  is  true,  indeed,  they  did  not  as  yet  know 
whether  to  look  upon  us  as  their  deliverers,  or  as  a  new  troop  of  banditti, 
who  had  not  rescued  them  from  the  others  with  any  intention  to  use  them 
better.  But  we  encouraged  them,  by  protesting  that  we  would  conduct 
them  to  an  inn,  which  Ambrose  affirmed  was  not  more  than  half  a  league 
from  thence ;  and  that  they  might  there  take  all  necessary  precautions  for 
their  security,  in  going  whither  their  afiair.*  called  them.  After  this  assu- 
rance, with  which  they  seemed  very  well  satisfied,  we  replaced  them  in 
their  chaise,  and  brought  them  out  of  the  wood,  leading  the  mules  by  their 
bridles.  Our  anchorites  afterward  examined  the  pockets  of  the  vanquished, 
took  care  of  Don  Alphonso's  horse,  secured  those  that  belonged  to  the  thieves, 
which  we  found  tied  to  trees  near  the  field  of  battle ;  and  carrying  them  all 
olF,  followed  brother  Anthony,  who  mounted  one  of  the  mules,  in  order  to 
guide  the  chaise  to  the  inn  ;  at  which,  however,  we  did  not  arrive  in  leas 
tme  than  two  hours,  although  he  assured  us  it  was  not  far  from  the  wood. 

Every  body  in  the  house  being  a-bed,  we  knocked  loudly  at  the  door » 

npon  which  the  landlord  and  his  wife  got  up  in  a  hurry,  and  were  not 

sorry  to  see  their  rest  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  an  equipage,  which  they 

thought  would  have  spent  more  money  than  it  did.     The  whole  inn  was 

lighted  in  a  moment;  Don  Alphonso  and  the  iUnstrious  son  of  Lucinda 
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offered  their  hands  to  help  the  oayalier  and  lady  oat  of  the  ohaiae,  and  Bwea 
serred  them  as  uahera  to  Uie  chamber  whither  Uie  landlord  omidiicted  them. 
There  a  great  many  oomplimenta  passed;  and  we  were  not  a  little  asto- 
nished when  we  understood  that  it  was  the  Ooont  de  Polan  himself  and  his 
daughter  Seraphina,  whom  we  had  delivered.  It  is  impossible  to  desoribo 
the  surprise  of  that  lady,  as  well  as  of  Bon  Alphonso^  when  they  recolleoted 
eaoh  other.  The  count  took  no  notice  of  it,  so  much  was  he  otherwise 
engrossed,  in  recounting  to  us  in  what  manner  the  robbers  had  attacked 
him ;  and  how  they  had  seized  his  daughter  and  him,  after  haviqg  kUled 
his  postillion,  page,  and  Talet  de  chambre ;  he  ended  with  telljng  us,  that 
he  had  a  deep  sense  of  the  obligation  he  lay  under  to  us :  and  if  we  would 
come  to  him  at  Toledo,  where  he  should  be  in  a  month,  we  should  see 
whethor  or  no  he  was  ungrateful. 

Kor  did  the  daughter  of  this  nobleman  forget  to  thank  us  for  her  hi^y 
deliyeranoe;  and  as  Baphael  and  I  imagined  that  we  should  please  Don 
Alphonso  by  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  talking  a  moment  in  private 
with  that  young  widow,  we  gratified  his  desire,  by  amusing  the  Count  de 
Polan.  "  Fair  Seraphina,"  said  Don  Alphonso  to  the  lady,  in  a  low  voices 
**  I  will  no  longer  complain  of  the  fate  that  compels  me  to  live  like  a  man 
banished  from  civil  society,  since  I  have  been  so  happy  as  to  contribute  to 
the  important  service  which  you  have  received." — '*  How ! "  answered  she, 
sighing,  *'  is  it  you  who  have  saved  my  life  and  honour  ?  Is  it  to  you  that 
my  father  and  I  are  so  much  indebted?  Ah !  Don  Alphonso  I  why  did  you 
kill  my  brother }  *'  She  said  no  more ;  but  he  easily  perceived  by  these 
words,  and  the  tone  in  which  they  were  pronounced,  that  if  he  was  vio« 
lently  in  love  with  Seraphina,  she  was  no  less  enamoured  of  him. 


BOOK    VI. 


XKi  ooirpnoi  or  sil  blu  unt  mi  comfaitioiib  xitkb  ibxt  avirm  tvi 
OOUFT  SJI  (OLUt  ;  TBI  IXPOSIIBX  PBOIROI  iraioK  UIBKoa  fokhd 
AXD  THB  MAIIKBS  Dl  WmCH  II  WU  UUQUTKD. 


EI  Count  de  Polan,  after  haTing  tpeot  one 
half  the  nif^ht  in  Ihaokiog  and  awnriog  at 
that  we  might  depend  upon  bis  gratitnd^ 
called  the  landloni,  in  order  to  consult  vith 
him  about  the  meana  of  getting  in  wiety  to 
rurin,  whither  he  designed  to  go.  We  left 
that  noblemen  to  take  his  meaanreB  aooord- 
ioglj-,  and  departing  from  the  inn,  followed 
the  rood  that  LameU  was  pleased  to  ohooae. 
After  haTiDg  tnTelled  tvo  houn,  dttf 
nrpiiied  w  sear  Campelio ;  apon  vfaioh  we  inmediatelj  betook  oonelree 
to  the  mountain*  wMdi  are  between  that  village  and  £eqnena,  and  there 
pawed  the  day  in  reposing  ourselTes,  and  oonnting  our  flnanoes,  which  wen 
a  good  deal  increased  by  the  money  of  the  robbers,  &r  abore  three  hnn* 
dnd  pistoles  were  found  in  their  podutB.  As  aooo  as  it  was  dark,  we  set 
fiirwud  again,  and  next  nuoning  entered  tha  kingdom  of  Valencia.    W» 


retJmd  to  the  AM  wood  that  pretented  itself  to  our  Tie v,  and  pngbing  a  good 
way  into  it,  arrired  at  a  place  through  which  a  rivulet  of  chryitalina 
water  gently  glided  in  its  way  to  join  the  etream  of  the  Quadalquivei*. 
Tba  ihade  projeot«d  by  the  treea,  and  the  grau  which  the  place  afforded  In 
abundanoe  to  our  boraea,  would  have  detennioed  iu  to  halt  here,  even  if  we 
had  not  been  rewlved  upon  it  before.  "We  alighted  therefore,  and  prepared 
to  pam  the  daj  very  agreeably ;  bat  when  wo  went  to  breakfiut,  found  very 
litde  proTimon  left.  We  began  to  want  bread,  and  oar  bottle  was  become 
a  body  without  a  soul.  "  Gentlemen,"  laid  Ambrose,  "  the  moat  charming 
retreats  are  but  disagreeable  without  Bacehua  and  Ceres ;  our  protiuona 
must  be  renewed  ;  I  will  for  that  purpose  go  to  Xelva,  a  bondBomo  town 
not  above  two  leagues  from  henoe  ;  so  that  the  journey  will  soon  be 
flniahed."  So  saying,  he  fixed  the  bottle  and  havresack  on  one  of  the 
horses,  and  mounting  on  the  top  of  them,  went  out  (tf  (he  wood,  with  a 
dispatoh  that  proniiaed  a  speedy  return. 


■■=*>. 


He  did  not  come  back,  however,  eo  soon  as  we  ezpeotad ,  more  than 
half  the  day  dapeed,  and  night  was  ready  to  cover  the  trees  with  her 
■ooty  wings,  when  we  beheld  our  purveyor,  whose  stay  had  begun  to  give 

■  Chudslqnivsr,  s  river  of  Bpun,  thst  taking  Us  rite  ubot  the  soutM  of  tha  Tigni, 
m  Bia  oonflnei  ofAmgon  sadNsvCutils,  tnvraseitliB  fint  of  thaw  proTincM,  ealuts 
Tslsods,  wat«n  Um  o^jitsl,  and  diMlw^  itwlf  into  the  gvlf  of  Ibat  nam*. 
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lit  Boind  vneai^efifl.  He  exceeded  oar  ezpeetatbn  by  the  quantity  of 
dungs  with  which  he  retamed  laden ;  he  brought  not  only  the  leathern 
bottle  filled  with  excellent  wine,  and  the  knapeack  crammed  with  bread  and 
all  sorts  of  roasted  venison,  but  also  a  great  handle  of  doth,  which  we 
observed  with  a  good  deal  of  attention.  He  perceived  our  admiration,  and 
said  with  a  smOe,  "  I  defy  Don  Raphael,  and  all  the  world  together,  to 
guess  why  I  have  purchased  these  things."  Saying  these  words,  he  loosed 
the  bundle,  to  show  the  particulars  of  what  we  had  observed  in  the  gross. 
He  displayed  a  doak,  and  a  very  long  black  robe :  two  doublets  with  their 
hose ;  one  of  those  inkhoms  which  are  composed  of  two  pieces  tied  together 
by  a  string,  the  horn  of  which  is  separated  from  the  pen-case ;  a  quire  of 
fine  white  paper,  and  a  padlock  with  a  large  seal  and  green  wax :  and  when 
he  had  exhilnted  his  whole  purchase,  Don  Raphael  said  to  him  in  a  jocular 
way,  "  Egad,  Mr.  Ambrose,  it  must  be  confessed  you  have  made  a  fine  bar* 
gain.  What  use,  if  you  please,  do  you  intend  to  make  of  it  ?" — **  An 
admirable  one,"  rejrided  liamela ;  "  all  these  things  have  cost  me  but  tea 
doubloons ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  they  will  bring  us  in  more  than  five 
hundred ;  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  am  none  of  those  who  encumber  them« 
selves  with  useless  effects ;  and  to  convince  you  that  I  did  not  buy  all  this 
like  a  fool,  I  will  communicate  the  project  I  have  formed. 

"  Having  furnished  myself  with  bread,' '  added  he,  "  I  went  into  a  cook's 
shop,  where  I  ordered  six  partridges,  as  many  pullets  and  young  rabbits  to 
be  put  on  the  fire ;  and  while  they  were  doing,  a  man  came  into  the  shop 
in  a  rage,  and,  complaining  loudly  of  the  behaviour  of  a  merchant  in  town, 
said  to  the  cook,  '  By  St.  Jago !  Samuel  Simon  is  the  most  ridiculous  mer- 
chant in  Xdva ;  he  has  affironted  me  in  open  shop ;  the  covetous  wretch 
would  not  give  me  credit  for  six  elk  of  doth,  though  he  knows  very  wdl 
that  I  am  a  responsible  tradesman,  and  that  he  can  lose  nothing  by  me.  Is 
he  not  a  strange  animal  ?  He  sells  willingly  on  credit  to  people  of  quality, 
and  had  rather  venture  with  them,  than  oblige  an  honest  dttsen  without 
any  risk.  Was  there  ever  such  madness  ?  Detestable^  Jew,  would  he  were 
taken  in !  My  wish  will  be  one  day  accomplished.  There  are  merchants 
enough  of  my  opinion.' 

**  Hearing  the  tradesman  speak  in  this  manner,  and  say  a  great  many 

other  things  of  the  same  nature,  I  had  a  certain  forewarning  that  I  should 

cheat  this  Samuel  Simon.     *  Friend,'  said  I  to  the  man  who  complained, 

'  what  is  the  character  of  this  person  whom  you  mention  ?' — '  A  very  bad  one, 

answered  he  hastily ; '  I  assure  you  he  is  a  rank  usurer,  though  he  afiects  the 

maDnen  of  a  benevolent  man.     He  was  a  Jew,  and  turned  catholic !  but  in 

his  heart  he  is  still  as  much  a  Jew  as  ever  Pilate  was :  for,  they  say,  he 

4Ugured  for  interest.'     I  lent  an  attentive  ear  to  all  the  discourse  of*  the 
40 
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tradwnaiif  w^  4id  ^  63*  ^ffb«B^  I  cam*  ool  of  1i|e  oqoV^ilwpKt^  i9§«<P^ 
te  Samuel  gimav's  bome.  A  p«nion  •hiewedl  it  to  iii(b  »  I  lam^ed  bis  al^oyi 
ttcamined  every  thing  s  aii4  ny  imagination,  ready  all  i^  eall>  akelcbeid  oat  a 
atvatagem  which  I  digestedj  and  appeared  worthy  of  the  mlel  of  Signcw  Gil 
BlaiB.  I  went  to  a  brokor'f,  where  I  bought  theee  clothea ;  ene  aait ior  aeU 
ing  an  inqnkitor.  anotber  to  r^pretenl  a  aoritenev.  and  th^  tUrd  for  playing 
the  part  of  an  algaas^'* 

"Ah,  my  dtai  An^bf^t^ \"  oiied  Don  KaphMt  mtenmptiag  kiw  in  a 
Hmspart  of  joy*  "  what  :a  wonderful  idieafl  wboit  a  gloriefaa.  plan!  I  am 
iealona  of  the  iiaventioa*  and  would  witfing^  g^e  vp  tbg^  ggeatetli  strokce 
p(  my  life  to  be  tboi^t  the  enthor  of  w^  abanpy  scheme  \  Yea^ Lemeh^" 
^ddedhe,  "  leeeal^ti^i^ncl^eBaof  tfiydeaig9.^^eo|Qj|io9o(whM^ 
lo  give  tbee  ^9  aneaiinem.  Tbpu  hn^  <maiwe«  for  two  good  adiiNra  to 
•eeond  tb^,  end  they  are  alre^y  kmA*  Ih^u^  ^bei  hM  the  air  o£  a 
devotee,  wjijt  «^  tbe.inqmaitor  very  i^ell;.  I  wiU  repftesfpl  the  aecretwy  i 
fmd  Signer  <3il  Waa,  if  he  pleaaea,  sbaQ  play  the  pa<i^  an  ^MaO:  ^aa^" 
eontinued  he»  ''  are  the  oo^  diatribq^s  tp-eginrf«ai|  wetitiB  anawer  for  im 
SMOOTH*  onlesa  tome  of  thote  aalocky  apqjdente  happwt  which  eenjnwnrt  dal 
bfist  concerted  deaigns/' 

I  conceived  as  yet  but  very  confnae^  the  prefect  whi4h  Don,  Baphed 
liked  80  mocb ;  hot  the  whole  was  es^lained  to  aie  at  lopper^  and  the  trick 
aeemed  ingeniooe.  After  having  dispatched  part  el  om^  wnison*  and  made 
our  lealbern  bottle  undergo  a  copious  evacuatioB,  we  slintched  oufselvee 
upon  the  grase,  and  were  asleep  in  a  very  abort  tisBus*  **  Get  up,  geto  up.*' 
cried  Signor  Ambrose,  at  day-break ;  "  people  who  havie  great  enterpcieee 
Da  execute  ought  not  to  be  kay."-^.*' Deuce  tdw  yon,  Bfr.  Inqaiator/'  said 
Don  Raphael,  waking,  "  how  alert  you  aie !  that  bodea  no  good  to  Mr. 
BimQn/— "  I  grant  it,"  replied  Laatieh,  "and  will  monsover  tell  yon  I 
dreamed,  this  night  that  I  plucked  the  haim  from  hia  beard ;  ia  m>I  that  n 
▼illanous  dream  for  him,  Mr.  Secretary  ?"  Theee.jokia  viere  followed:  by  n 
thousand  more,  whic)i  put  aa  all  in  good  humour <:  vea.  made  a  cheerfol 
breakfast,  and  then  prepared  for  acting  ow  sevei^  fMfta.  AmbniBa  pat 
on  the  long  gown  and  doak,  which  gave  him  all  the!  aie  of  a  foaokioaeBy  ftf 
iheholy  office;  Don  iUphad  and  I  dreaeed  ouBBcbmliknnsftSq  aa  to  bear  a 
pretty  good  resemUanoe  to  a  secretary  and  alguaal^  W«  employed  a  good 
deal  of  time  in  disguising  ourselves,  and  it  was  past  two  oTelook  in-Uhe  aftar^ 
noon  when  wp  quitted  the  wood,  and  set  out  for  Xelra.  It  ia  tvne,  indeed; 
we  were  in  no  hurry,  as  our  comedy  would  not  bagin  befova.  the.  twilightt 
we  therefore  went  at  a  very  alow  pace,  and  atopping  at  the  city  gate^  waited 
there  till  night. 

,   Aa  soon  as  it  was  dark,  we  left  our  horsea  in  thia  plaoe  to  the  o»e  tff 
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•dbn  AlpliofiBO,  who  wbb  very  glad  he  had  no  other  part  to  perform.  Don 
iRaphael,  Ambrose,  and  I,  went  immediatdy  into  a  publicah'i  in  the  neighs^ 
boorhood ;  and  Mr.  Inqaisitor  going  foremoat,  said  to  the  lAndlord  nitfc 
l^reat  gravity,  *'  Master,  I  want  to  talk  with  you  in  private/'  The  landlord 
carried  ub  into  a  parlour,*  where  Lamela,  finding  him  alone  with  oa,  aaid^ 
^*  I  am  eommiasary  of  the  holy  office,  come  hither  npon  a  very  io^rtani 
affair."  At  these  words  the  publican  grew  pale,  and  replied  with  a  faltering 
voice,  that  he  hoped  he  had  g^ven  no  cause  of  complaint  to  the  holy  inquisi- 
tion."— "  Therefore,"  replied  Ambrose,  "  it  has  no  intention  to  give  yon 
any  trouble :  God  forbid  that,  too  prompt  to  punish,  it  should  confound 
innocence  with  guilt :  it  is  severe,  but  always  just :  in  a  word,  a  man  must 
deserve  its  chastisements  before  he  feels  them.  It  was  not  you  who  brought 
me  to  Xelva,  but  a  certain  merchant,  called  Samuel  Simon,  of  whom  we 
have  received  a  very  bad  report :  it  is  said  that  he  is  still  a  Jew,  and  embraced 
Christianity  through  motives  purely  carnal.  I  order  you,  therefore,  in  the 
name  of  the  holy  office,  to  tell  me  what  you  know  of  that  man.  Beware  of 
excusing  him,  on  account  of  his  being  your  neighbour,  and  perhaps  your 
friend ;  for  I  declare,  if  I  perceive  in  your  evidence  the  least  reserve,  you 
yourself  are  a  lost  man.  Come,  secretary,"  added  he,  tnrnihg  to  Raphael, 
"  do  your  duty." 

Mr.  Secretary,  who  already  had  his  paper  and  inkhorti  iii  his  hand,  sat 
down  at  the  table,  and  prepared  with  the  most  serious  air  in  th<i  world  to 
write  the  deposition  of  the  landlord,  who,  on  his  part,  protested  that  he  woold 
not  betray  the  truth.  '*  Well  then,"  said  the  commissary  inquisitor  to  him, 
"  let  us  begin  :  answer  only  to  my  questions  ;  I  ask  no  more.  Do  you  see 
Samuel  Simon  frequent  the  church  ?" — **  It  is  what  I  have  not  observed," 
said  the  publican;  "I  don't  remember  to  have  seen  him  at  church. 
"  Good  !"  cried  the  inquisitor :  "  write,  that  he  is  never  seen  at  church. 
"  I  don't  say  so,  Mr.  Commissary,"  replied  the  landlord ;  "  I  only  say, 
that  I  never  saw  him  there :  he  may  be  in  the  same  church  with  me,  though 
I  don't  perceive  him." — "  Friend,"  said  Lamela,  "  you  forget,  you  must 
not  in  your  examination  excuse  Samuel  Simon  :  I  have  told  you  the  conse- 
quences of  it«  You  must  mention  only  those  things  that  are  against  him, 
and  not  one  word  in  his  favour." — **  If  that  be  the  case,  Signor  Licentiate," 
resumed  the  landlord,  "  you  can't  reap  much  from  my  deposition ;  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  the  merchant  in  question  ;  therefore  can  say  neither  good 
nor  ill  of  him  ;  but  if  you  want  to  know  how  he  lives  in  his  own  family,  I 
will  go  and  call  Gaspard  his  apprentice,  whom  you  may  interrogate :  he 
comes  here  sometimes  to  make  merry  with  his  friends ;  and  such  a  tongue  : 
he  will  discover  the  whole  life  and  conversation  of  his  master,  and  I  warrant 
4t,  find  emjdoyment  enough  for  your  secretary.'*   ' 


Tl  BME  TI.— CSAP   t. 

"  I  like  yonr  fnnknett,"  wid  AmbroM ;  "  and  yon  ahoir  roar  zmI  ftir 
flw  holf  offloe,  bj  Informiiis  me  of  m  man  aoquainted  with  the  morala  of 
Simon.  I  will  report  jon  to  the  inquisition.  Make  kaate,  then,"  oonti- 
vned  he,  "and  bring  hither  that  aame  Oaapard,  whom  jon  mention.  But 
do  thing*  diaoreetlf,  that  hiimaatermajhavenoeiupioionofwhatpanea," 
The  publioaa  aoqnittad  himself  of  his  oommiiuon  with  great  aeorocj  ami 


diligence,  and  branitht  along  with  him  tHb  merchant's  appr«ntioe,  who  wn 
jnst  such  a  tst;  talkative  young  fellow  as  we  wanted.  "  Welcome,  child, 
■aid  Lamela  to  him ;  "  you  see  in  me  aa  inqnimtoTt  nominated  by  the  holT 
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office  to  take  information  against  Samuel  Simon,  who  it  aocoaed  of  Jadaiam. 
You  live  with  him,  and  of  consequence  are  witness  to  the  greatest  part  of 
bis  behaviour.     I  believe  it  is  unnecessary  to  advertise  yoa  of  the  obligation 
you  are  under,  to  declare  all  that  you  know  of  him,  when  I  order  yon  to  do 
ao,  in  the  name  of  the  holy  inquisition." — "  Signor  Licentiate,''  replied  the 
young  man,  "  I  am  very  ready  to  satisfy  yon  on  that  head,  without  being 
commanded  in  the  name  of  the  holy  office.     If  my  master  was  to  take  me  for 
his  text,  I  am  persuaded  that  he  would  not  spare  me ;  I  will  therefore  deal 
as  plainly  with  him,  and  tell  you,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  is  a  dose  hunks, 
whose  true  sentiments  it  is  impossible  to  discover ;  one  who  affects  all  the 
exteriors  of  a  holy  man,  but  has  not  one  scruple  of  virtue  at  bottom. 
He  goes  every  evening  to  the  house  of  a  little  Abigail." — "  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that,*'   said  Ambrose*  interrupting  him,    "and  I  see,  by  what  you 
say,  that  he  u  a  man  of  bad  morals  :  but  answer  precisely  to  the  questions 
I  am  going  to  ask.     I  am  particularly  enjoined  to  know  what  are  hia 
sentiments  with  respect  to  religion.     Tell  me,  do  yon  eat  pork  in  your 
house  ?" — "  I  don't  think,"    replied  Gaspard,  "  that  we  have  eat  of  it 
twice  during  the  whole  year  that  I  have  lived  with  him." — "  Very  well," 
resumed  master  inquisitor :  '*  write,  secretary,  that  pork  is  never  eaten  in 
the  house  of  Samuel  Simon,     But,  to  make  amends  for  that,"  continued 
he,  "  you  doubtless  eat  lamb  sometimes." — **  Yes,  sometimes,"  replied  the 
apprentice :  "  we  had  some,  for  example,  last  Ekistf  r." — "  A  lucky  epocha  !" 
cried  the  commissary :  "  write,  secretary,  that  Simon  keeps  the  passover. 
This  goes  on  excellently  well,   and,   methinks,   we  have  received  good 
inteUigence." 

"  Besides,  you  must  tell  me  fnend,"  added  Lamela.  "  if  you  have  never 
seen  your  master  caress  little  children." — "  A  thousand  times,"  replied 
Gaspard  :  "  when  he  sees  lit^  bojrs  pass  by  his  shop,  if  they  are  at  all 
handsome,  he  stops  and  fondles  them." — "  Write,  master  secretary,"  said 
the  inquisitor,  interrupting  him,  "  that  Samuel  Simon  is  violently  suspected 
of  decoying  Christian  diildren  into  his  house,  in  order  to  cut  their  throats. 
A  fine  proselyte  indeed  !  Oho !  Mr.  Simon,  yon  shall  have  to  do  with  the 
holy  office,  take  my  word  for  it :  jrou  must  not  imagine  that  you  will  be 
allowed  to  make  your  baibarous  sacrifices  with  impunity.  Courage  1  zea- 
lous Gaspard,"  said  he  to  the  apprentice,  '*  declare  all  that  you  know  of  the 
matter ;  and  give  us  to  understand,  that  this  false  catholic  is  more  attached 
than  ever  to  tiie  Jewish  customs  and  ceremonies.  Does  not  he  spend  one 
day  of  the  week  in  total  inaction  ?"— "  No  !"  answered  Gaspard,  "  I  have 
not  observed  that ;  I  only  perceive  that  on  some  days  he  shuts  himself  up 
in  his  closet,  where  he  remains  a  long  time." — "  Ah  I  ha !"  cried  the  com- 
missary, "  he  keeps  the  sabbath,  as  sure  as  I  am  an  inquisitor.    Mark, 


.nmtery»  mark  that  lie  religiously  obeerrcs  the  fast  of  the  aabbath.    Ak! 
the  abominable  wretch !  I  have  only  one  thing  more  to  ask.    Does  not  he 
■peak  also  of  Jeniealem  ?" — "  Very  often."  replied  the  young  man,  "  he 
relates  to  as  the  history  of  the  Jews,  and  in  what  manner  the  temple  of 
Jerasalem  was  destroyed."—"  Right  I"  said  Ambrose.     '^  Master  8ecretar7^ 
let  not  this  piece  of  intelligenoe  escape  yon':  write  in  large  characters*  that 
Samael  Simon  breathes  nothing  but  the  restoration  of  the  temple :  and  that 
lie  meditates  night  and  day  the  re-estabUshment  of  his  nation.     I  do  not 
want  to  know  any  more  ;  therefore  it  is  needless  to  ask  any  other  questions : 
what  the  tmsty  Gaapard  has  deposed  is  enough  to  bring  a  whole  synagogue 
to  the  stake." 

Master  commissary  of  the  holy  office  haying  interrogated  the  apprentioe 
in  this  manner,  told  him  he  might  retire  ;  but  ordered  him,  in  the  name  of 
the  holy  inqusition,  to  conceal  from  his  master  every  tittle  of  what  had 
passed.  Guspard,  having  promised  to  obey,  took  his  leave;  and  we  did 
not  tarry  long  after  he  went  out,  bat  leaving  the  public  house  as  gravely 
as  we  had  entered,  went  and  knocked  at  the  door  of  Samuel  Simon,  who 
opened  it  with  his  own  hand  ;  and  if  he  was  astonished  to  see  three  such 
figures  as  we  were,  he  was  much  more  so  when  Lamela,  being  spokesman* 
said  to  him,  with  an  imperious  tone,  "Mr.  Samuel,  I  command  you,  in 
the  name  of  the  holy  inquisition,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  commis* 
sary,  to  deliver  into  my  hand,  this  instant,  the  key  of  your  closet :  I  want 
to  see  if  I  cannot  find  something  to  justify  the  informations  which  have  been 
presented  to  us  against  you." 

The  merchant,  confounded  at  these  words,  reeled  two  steps  backward, 
as  if  he  had  received  a  blow  on  the  stomach.  Far  from  suspecting  us  of 
any  trick,  he  believed  implicitly  that  some  secret  enemy  wanted  to  subject 
him  to  the  suspicion  of  the  holy  ofiice ;  perhaps,  too«  knowing  himself  to 
be  no  good  catholic,  he  had  cause  to  be  afraid  of  the  information.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  I  never  saw  a  man  more  disconcerted ;  he  obeyed  without 
resistance,  and  opened  his  closet,  with  all  the  respeet  that  a  man  coukj^ 
show  who  is  in  terror  of  the  inquisition.  "  At  least,"  eaid  Ambrose,  while 
he  went  in,  "  at  least  you  receive  the  orders  of  the  holy  office  without  con- 
tumacy. But,"  added  he, "  retire  into  another  room,  and  leave  me  at  liberty] 
to  perform  my  function."  Samuel  was  as  obedient  to  this  order  as  to  the 
first :  he  remained  in  his  shop,  while  we  three  entered  his  closet,  and 
began  to  search  for  his  cash,  which  we  easily  found ;  for  it  was  in  an  open 
coffer,  and  in  much  greater  quantity  ^an  we  could  carry  off,  consisting  of 
a  great  number  of  bags  piled  one  upon  another ;  but  the  whole  in  silver. 
We  should  have  liked  gold  better :  but  things  being  as  they  were,  we  were 
fain  to  accomodate  ourselvea  to  necessity,  imd  fill  our  pockets  with  ducats. 
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We  EhiSed  our  breechea  vith  them,  tod  orammed  them  into  ereiy  otper 
part  which  we  .jadged  proper  to  oouceal  them.  In  iliort,  ve  vera 
heavilj  laden,  thongh  our  cargo  did  not  appear;  and  this  waa  owing 
to  the  addrem  of  AmbroM  and  Don  Baphael,  who,  by  their  behaviour 
on  thii  occasion,  let  me  see  that  there  in  nothing  like  a  man  being  muter 
of  hia  trade. 

After  having  done  our  bnnneu  lo  sncoeMfall^,  we  came  ont  of  tha 
cloaet,  and,  for  a  reason  that  the  reader  will  easily  guess,  master  inqnisitor 
took  out  his  padlock,  and  fixed  it  to  the  door  with  hia  own  hand,  then 
applying  the  aeal,  said  to  8imon,  "  Uastei  Samuel,  I  forbid  you,  in  th« 
Same  of  the  holy  inqnlsttion,  to  tanoh  this  padlock,  aawell  aa  thin  naalu 
vbicb  you  are  bonod  to  respect,  since  it  is  the  true  seal  of  the  holy  fl£lca< 


I  viU  retam  at  the  eame  hour  to-morrow  in  order  to  take  it  of^  and  bnng 
brthor  otdMH  for  yon."  So  saying,  he  made  him  open  the  street  door, 
Ibnugh  whi(sll  we  joyfully  passed,  one  after  anotlier.  W  hen  we  had  gona 
about  fifty  jaid*  we  begaa  to  walk  with  such  speed  and  nimbleness,  that 
m  aoaroe  teoohed  tbe  ground,  notwithstanding  the  bnrdena  wbich  we  oarried; 
yf.e.  aoon  got  oftt  of  town,  and,  remounting  our  horsea,  pushed  towarda 
fcgorbai  gi«u>g  ttuwks  to  the  god  Meroury  for  snob  a  happy  erent. 
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■  traT«Ued  bU  nigb^  Moording  fo  onr 
ordiDBiy  ctutom,  ond  found  odtmItm  at 
break  of  dB}r  near  b  little  Tillage  two  leBgnet 
ftmn  Segorba.  As  we  were  all  fatigued, 
we  villiDgly  quitted  the  highway,  to  get 
amoDg  lome  willows,  which  we  peroeiTed 
at  the  bottom  of  a  little  hill,  ten  or  twelve 
hundred  paces  fTom  the  village,  in  which  wa 
did  not  think  proper  to  ttop.  We  foond 
that  the  willowe  yielded  an  agreeable  aluuie. 
being  watered  hj  a  email  rivulet ;  and  the  place  suiticg  our  taste,  we 
iMolved  to  (pend  the  day  in  it  Alighting,  theraforo,  we  aabridled  our 
horses  to  let  them  fsed,  and  lay  down  upon  the  grais,  where  we  took  a 
little  repose'.  We  then  emptied  onr  knapsack  end  leathern  bottle,  and 
having  made  a  plentiful  brrakfast,  counted  all  the  money  whioh  we  had 
taken  from  Samnel  Simon,  and  which  amounted  to  three  thousand  dncata; 
■0  that,  with  this  snm,  and  That  we  had  before,  we  might  have  boaetod  of 
having  a  pretty  good  stock. 

As  it  was  necessary  fot  aome  of  na  to  go  and  bny  proviuon,  AmbroM 
and  Don  Raphael,  having  quitted  their  dreaa  of  inquisitor  and  aeoretary,  aoid 
that  they  would  take  that  charge  upon  themselves ;  that  the  adveutare  at 
Zelva  had  only  vbetted  their  appetite ;  that  they  longed  to  be  at  SegorbBt 
to  tee  if  some  ocoanon  would  not  offer  of  striking  a  new  stroke.  "  Yon 
have  nothing  to  do,"  added  the  son  of  Lnoinda,  "but  wait  for  nt  under 
these  willows;  we  will  not  tarry,  bat  rejoin  you  in  a  very  short  time." 
"  Signer  Dun  Saphael,"  cried  I,  laoghiog,  "  bid  na  rather  w^t  for  you  till 
doomsday  i  if  you  Iwve  us  now,  I  do  not  expeot  to  see  yon  aooncr." 
"We  are  affronted  by  your  enspidon,"  replied  Signer  Ambraa;  "but  wft 


dMsm  it  at  ymr  lundi;  yoar  diatruat  ia  sxearaM^  after  what  wt  did  at 
TalbdoUd ;  and  wa  oumot  bfome  joix  for  thiokiug  that  wo  will  maka  no 
mora  icntple  of  fbmking  job  than  et  abandomng;  onr  ccmradeB  io  that 
eitf :  but,  however,  you  an  mistaken :  tha  oonfsderates,  from  whoae  ooia> 


panj  wa  withdmr,  wen  peraona  of  very  bad  eharaotir,  and  thnr  aotHttf 
began  ta  grow  inanpportable.  We  nrnst  do  jnatioe  to  people  of  onr 
pnfoarion,  bj  affirming  that  there  are  no  asaooiatea  io  dvil  life  leM  diridai 
bj  intereat  than  they :  bnt  when  there  ii  not  a  eonfonaity  of  iacUnationa 
among  Iham,  theii  good  nndantanding  may  ba  Ivoken,  aa  veil  aa  that «( 
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the  rest  of  mankiud.  Wherefore,  Signer  Gil  Blai/*  added  Lumela,  "  we 
beg  that  you  and  Don  Alphonao  will  have  a  little  more  confidence  In  us ; 
and  let  not  the  desire  of  Don  Raphael  and  ne  to  go  to  Segorba  give  yaa 
the  least  nneasineas." 

"  It  is  an  easy  matter/'  said  the  son  of  Lodnda,  "  to  rid  them  of  aB 
caose  of  anxiety :  let  them  remain  masters  of  the  cash,  and  then  they  will 
have  in  their  own  hands  good  security  for  oor  retorn.  Yon  see,  f^gnor 
Gil  Bias,'*  added  he,  "  that  we  come  to  the  pdnt  at  once.  You  shall 
have  pledges  in  your  hands,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  Ambrose  and  I 
ill  set  out  without  the  least  apprehension  of  your  giving  ns  the  slip. 
After  sQch  a  certain  mark  of  onr  fidelity,  won't  you  trust  entirely  to  oor 
promise  ?" — "  Yes,  gtntlemen,"  said  I,  "  and  yon  may  now  do  what  yon 
please."  ^  They  departed  immediately  with  the  leathern  bottle  and  knap- 
sack, leaving  me  nnder  the  willows  with  Don  Alphonso,  vdio,  after  they 
were  gone,  said  to  me,  "  Signor  Gil  Bias,  I  must  disclose  my  sentiments 
to  yon.  I  nphraid  myself  with  having  had  the  oom|daisanoe  to  come  so 
ar  with  two  sharpers :  yon  cannot  imagine  how  often  I  have  repented  of 
this  my  oonduct.  Yesterday*  while  I  took  care  of  tiie  horses,  I  made  a 
thousand  mortifying  reflections ;  I  considered,  that  it  ill  became  a  young 
man  who  has  principles  of  honour,  to  live  with  such  wicked  wretches  as 
Don  Raphael  and  Jjamela :  that  if,  unluckily,  one  day,  which  may  not  be 
far  off,  a  trick  should  miscarry,  by  which  we  shall  ML  into  the  hands  of 
justice  I  shall  be  shameftdly  punished  with  them  as  a  thief,  and  undeigo 
the  most  infatmous  chastisement.  These  images  incessantly  occur  to  my 
fancy ;  and  I  own  I  have  resolved,  that  I  may  no  longer' be  an  accomplice 
of  their  misdemeanours,  to  separate  from  them  for  ever.  I  don't  believe," 
continued  he,  "that  you  will  disapprove  of  my  dengn." — ''No,  III 
assure  you,"  answered  I,  "  though  you  have  seen  me  act  the  part  of  an 
alguazil  in  the  comedy  of  Samuel  Simon,  dcm't  imagine  that  these  sort  of 
pieces  are  to  my  taste.  I  take  Heaven  to  witness,  that  while  I  played 
such  a  fine  part,  I  said  within  myself,  '  In  faith  Mr.  Gil  Bias,  if  justice 
should  come  and  seize  you  by  the  collar,  yon  would  richly  deserve  the 
salary  she  would  bestow.'  I  feel  myself,  therefore,  no  more  diqK)sed  than 
you,  Signor  Don  Alphonso,  to  remain  longer  in  such  good  company ;  and 
if  you  will^  give  me  leave,  I  will  accompany  you.  When  the  gentlemen 
return,  we  will  demand  our  share  of  the  finances,  and  to-morrow  morning, 
or  this  very  night,  bid  them  an  eternal  adiea." 

The  beautiful  Seraphina's  lover  approved  of  my  proposal :  "  Let  us," 
said  he,  "  get  into  Valencia,  and  embark  for  Italy,  where  we  may  engage 
in  the  Venetian  service.  Is  it  not  better  to  carry  arms,  than  lead  this  base, 
guOty  life  ?  we  ihall  even  be  in  a  condition  to  make  a  pretty  good  figure 
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irith  the  money  which  we  hare :  not  that  I  can  nn  moh  iU-gotten  wealth 
without  ramoTM;  but,  beaidea  that  I  am  ocnnpolled  bj  nocewitf,  if  ever  I 
make  the  least  fortune  in  war,  I  iwear  that  I  will  indemnify  Samuel  Simon." 
I  ueured  Don  Alphonao  that  I  eDtertained  the  same  Nntiments  ;  and,  in 
■hort,  we  rewired  to  leave  oar  conuudea  next  morning  before  daj.  Wt 
had  not  the  leatt  temptation  to  profit  by  their  abeenoe,  that  ia,  to  decamp 
immediately  with  the  cash ;  the  oonfldcnce  thej  had  ehewn  in  leaving  oa 
moBUn  of  Uie  money,  did  not  permit  oa  to  harbour  suoh  a  thought 

Ambrose  and  Bon  Baphael  ratnmed  from  S^orba  in  the  evening  ;  and 
the  first  thing  they  told  ns  waa,  that  their  journey  had  been  procperoua ; 
that  they  had  lud  the  foundation  of  a  stratagem,  whioh,  in  all  likelihood, 
would  be  more  advaDtageoas  tl:an  the  last.  Aocordiogly,  the  ton  of 
Lueinda  was  going  to  inform  ua  of  the  particulan,  when  Don  Alphoiuo 
d«olared  hii  reaolutioD  to  leave  them ;  and  let  them  know  that  I  had  tha 
aame  intention.  They  need  all  their  endeavonra,  in  vain,  to  engage  ua  to 
aceompany  llwm  in  their  expedidoni ;  for  we  took  leare  of  tbem  the  next 
day,  after  making  an  equal  partition  of  the  money,  and  prooeeded  on  onr 
way  to  YalaouiL 
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ARn  WBU  DIUSRSKULB  IVOIDBVT  DOIT  AUHOHM  IDUKS  HU  WIBKM 
riTLriLLU),  lErS  fil  WHAT  ADVIMTUEB  OIL  BUS,  OW  A  BDDDKR,  UW 
EUUKLT  IK  t.  HAfPT  SlrUAZIOJI. 


I  X  pnthed  forwBid  oheerfidl;  as  fiv  aa  BnmoV 

j  where,  unfortunately,  being  obliged  lo  halt, 

I   Don  Alphonao  foil  sick  of  a  higb  brer,  with 

Tiolent  parDXjsma,  whioh  toade  na  aftaid  of 

,    hii  life.     Lutkily  tbere  was  do  phjaioiaa  in 

the  place,  and  I  was  quit  for  my  fear :  he 

wa>  ont  of  ddaget  at  the  end  of  three  dayi* 

tod  mj  care  helped  to  ro-«Btabli(h  his  health. 

He  ehowed  himKlf  very  leaiible  of  what  I 

had  done  for  him ;  and  oa  we  felt  a  reoijvooal 

kindnew  for  on«  another,  we  awore  en  eternal  friendahip.   ' 

We  betook  ouraelTea  again  to  the  rooiJ,  atill  leaolved,  when  we  ■honld 
arrive  at  Taleaoia,  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  a  pMUge  into  Italy. 
Bnt  Heaven  diapoeed  of  oa  otherwiw.  Seeing  a  number  of  peaunta  of 
both  eexea  dancing  in  a  urole,  and  making  meriy  before  the  gate  of  a  fins 
eaBtte,  we  approached  to  behold  their  mirth ;  and  Son  Alpkonao  expected 
nothing  1m>  than  the  anrpriae  with  which  he  waa  aeiaed  all  of  s  aadilen. 
Ku  perceiTod  the  Baron  de  Steinbach,  who  no  sooner  knew  him  again, 
than  he  ran  to  him  with  open  arms,  laying,  in  a  transport  of  joy,  "Ah, 
Bon  Alphonao  I  is  it  yon  i  what  an  agreeable  rencounter  ia  this !  while 
enquiry  is  made  after  you  all  over  the  kingdom,  ohanoe  presents  yea  to  mj 


Uy  companion,  alighting  immediately,  ran  and  embraced  the  Baron, 
whose  joy  seemed  immoderate.  "  Come,  my  son,"  said  the  good  old  man 
to  him,  "  you  will  now  know  who  yon  are,  and  enjoy  the  most  perfect 
happiness."    80  saying,  he  carried  htm  into  the  oasttc,  whioh  I  likewise 


entered  along  with  fhem ;  for  whils  they  embraoed  oim  nother,  I  had 
alighted,  aad  tied  ooi  horaes-to  a  tree.  The  master  of  the  oastle  was  the 
flnt  person  whom  we  met.  He  was  a  maa  of  about  fifty  yean  of  age, 
and  a  rery  engaging  aspect :  "  Signer,"  said  the  Baron  de  8teinbaoh> 
presenting  Don  Alphoiuo  to  him,  "  behold  your  aon."  At  these  words, 
Don  Csiar  de  Lerya  (so  was  the  master  of  the  oaitle  oalled)  threw  his 
arms  about  Don  Alphonso'a  neck,  and  weeping  with  joy,  "  If  y  dear  aon," 
Bcud  he,  "  you.  see  in  me  the  author  of  yonr  being ;  if  I  have  let  you 


remain  to  long  in  ignoranee  of  yonr  birth,  believe  me,  I  did  in  that  a 
eruel  Tiolence  to  myself:  I  have  a  thousand  times  sighed  with  aorrow;  but 
I  could  not  do  otherwise.  I  married  your  mother  tbrongb  inclination, 
thengh  she  was  of  a  birth  inferior  to  mine ;  and  liTed  under  the  authority 
of  a  harah  &ther,  who  reduced  me  to  the  neoessity  of  keeping  secret  a 
marriage  contracted  without  his  consent.  The  Baron  de  Steinbach  alone 
■was  in  my  confidence,  and  it  was  in  concert  with  me  that  he  brought  you 
up.  In  short,  my  falher  is  no  more,  and  I  am  now  at  liberty  to  declare 
yott  my  sole  heir.    This  u  not  all,"  added  he,  "  yen  riiall  be  married  to  a 


jouDg  lad;  wboM  Aobilitjr  eqn^  mine." — "Si^or,"  otied  Don  Alplunwh 
interrnpUng  him,  "  don't  make  me  pa;  too' dear  for  the  hsppineu  wbk^ 
yon  bestow.  Cannot  I  know  that  I  have  the  honour  of  being  your  bod 
without  learning  at  the  lame  time,  that  yon  want  to  make  me  unhappy  i 
Ah,  air '  be  not  more  orael  than  yoor  own  father,  who  though  he  did  not 
approve  of  your  pasnon,  wa«  not  ao  serere  aa  to  force  yon  to  marry,"^ 
"  Son,'  rephed  Don  CiMtr  I  do  not  utend  to  ^numixe  over  your  affeo- 
tioos :  but  be  bo  oomplauant  as  to  see  the  lady  whom  I  deatine  for  yoor 
bed ;  that  u  all  I  exact  of  yoor  obedienoe.  Though  the  is  a  charming 
creature,  and  a  very  adrantageona  matoh  for  you,  I  promiie  not  to  ooMtrain 


you  to  make  her  your  wife.  She  is  now  in  the  castle !  follow  mn,  and  yoa 
will  own  that  there  never  was  a  more  amiable  object"  80  saying,  ha 
conducted  Don  Alphonso  inlo  an  apartment,  whitiier  I  attended  him,  with 
the  Baron  de  Steinbach. 

There  was  the  Count  de  Folao,  with  his  two  dangbters,  Serapbina  and 
Julia,  and  Don  Furdinand,  liis  son-in-law,  who  was  nephew  to  Dun  C»»ar; 
them  were  other  ladies  and  gentlemen  present  also.     Don  Fenlinandi  (aa 


haa  alrrady  been  obseired)  had  oanied  off  Julia ;  and  it  was  on  oooaaton 
of  tba  marriage  of  theae  two  loTora  that  the  peasants  of  the  neighbourhood 
weK  assembled  to  make  meny.  Aa  aoon  as  Don  Alphonso  appeared,  and 
his  father  hod  presented  him  to  the  company,  the  Count  da  Polan  got 
np,  and  running  to  embnoe  him,  said,  "  Welcome,  tay  delirerer !  Bon 
Alphonao,"  added  he ;  "  observe  the  power  that  virtne  has  on  generous 
minds ;  if  you  killed  my  son,  yon  bare  also  saved  my  life.  I  sacrifice  my 
reeentment  to  yon,  and  give  yun  that  Seraphina  whose  honour  yoa  have 
preserved.  In  this  manner  I  acquit  myself  of  my  obligaliun."  The  son 
fif  Don  Cefiar  did  not  fail  to  testify  to  the  Count  da  Polan  how  much  ha 
was  affected  with  his  generosity ;  and  I  don't  know  whether  he  felt  nior« 
joy  in  discovering  his  birth,  or  in  learning  that  he  was  to  be  Serapbina's 
husband.  In  effect  the  marriage  was  celebrated  in  a  few  days  afler,  to 
the  infinite  satisfaction  of  the  parties  oonoemed. 

Aa  I  was  also  one  of  the  count's  deliverers,  that  nobleman,  who  knew 
Bie  again,  assured  me,  he  would  take  upon  himself  the  oare  of  making  my 
fbrtnna ;  but  I  thanked  him  for  his  generosity,  and  would  not  leave  Don 
Alphonso,  who  mode  me  steward  of  his  boose,  and  honoured  me  with  his 
eonfldence.  Scarce  was  he  married,  when  the  trick  which  hod  been  played 
upon  Samuel  Simon  lying  on  his  conscience  he  sent  me  to  the  merchant 
with  all  the  money  which  bad  been  stolen  itom  him.  ~  I  went  accordingly 
to  make  restitution,  and  began  the  business  of  a  steward,  by  doing  that 
which  ought  to  be  the  end  of  it 
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I  moitu  or  ea  blu,  axd  daki  i 


WKin  aooordingly  to  Zelva,  to  make  rortita- 
tatioD  of  the  three  thoosud  dacats  vbioh 
w«  had  atolea  from  Sunnel  Smon;  and 
will  freely  own,  I  waa  tempted  on  the  road 
to  coaveit  the  money  to  my  own  nae^ 
'  1  order  to  b^in  my  etewanlship  nnder 
h&ppj  atupioea.  This  I  might  hare  dona 
with  tmpnnity ;  for  bad  I  tr*Telled  fire  or 
BIZ  dayi  and  then,  ictumed,  as  if  I  bad 
aoqnitted  myaeU  of  my  oommiaaion,  Don 
Alphonto  and  hia  btktt  womld  nerer  ham  aoqiected  my  fidelity.  I  did 
BOt  yield,  however  to  the  temptation,  which  I  ninnoiuited  like  a  lad  of 
honour ;  a  viotoiy  not  a  little  commendable  in  a  young  fellow  who  bad 
Biiooiated  with  great  oheftta.  There  are  «  great  many,  who,  thongh 
acquainted  with  honset  people  only,  are  not  ao  sorupuloua ;  thoae^  espa- 
ually,  who  are  introsted  with  anma  which  thej  may  kec$  without  inter- 
ftiing  with  their  repatntion. 
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Having  made  restitatioii  to  the  merchant,  who  expected  nothing  leas, 
I  retuned  to  the  castle  of  Levya,  which  the  Oonnt  de  Polan  having  left, 
had  set  oat  again  for  Toledo  with  Jaiia  and  Don  Ferdinand.     I  foand  my 
new  master  more  captivated  than   ever  with  Seraphina;  hit  Seraphina 
enchanted  hy  him,  and  Don  Caesar  charmed  with  Uie  poiMSaion  of  them 
both.     I  endeavoured  to  get  the  friendship  of  liiat  tender  father,  and 
succeeded.     I  became  steward  of  the  family,  regolated  every  thing  in  it, 
received  money  from  the  farmers,  disbursed  the  expences  of  house-keeping, 
and  had  a  despotic  power  over  Idl  the  servants.     But,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  stewards,  I  did  not  abuse  my  power :   I  did  not  turn  away 
those  domestics  who  displeased  me,  nor  expect  tliat  the  rett  should  be 
entirely  devoted  to  my  will ;  if  they  addressed  themsdvet  directly  to  Don 
Caesar,  or  his  son;  when  they  wanted  any  fttvour,  hr  from  tliwarting  their 
interest,  I  always  spoke  in  their  behalf ;   besides,  the  marks  of  affeotioii 
which  I  every  moment  received  from  my  masters  inspired  me  with  zeal  lor 
their  service  ;  and  I  had  nothing  but  their  interest  in  view.  There  was  no 
legerdemain  in  my  administration :  and  I  was  such  a  steward  as  is  not  every 
day  to  be  met  with.    While  I  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  my  condition,  low, 
as  if  he  had  been  jealous  of  what  fortune  had  done  for  me,  httd  a  mind  that 
I  should  owe  some  favours  to  him  also ;  and  produced  in  the  heart  of  Dame 
Lorenca  Sephora,  chief  waiting  woman  to  Seraphina,  a  Violent  inclination 
for  master  steward.    My  conquest  (to  relate  things  like  a  fattlifiil  historian) 
glanced  upon  her  fiftieth  year ;  but  a  Uvely  look,  an  agreeable  countenance, 
and  two  fine  eyes,  which  she  knew  how  to  use  to  the  best  advantage  migkl 
be  said  to  make  her  still  pass  for  the  object  of  an  intrigue :  I  could  havs 
wished  only  for  a  few  roses  in  her  complexion,  for  she  was  extremely  pale»^ 
a  circumstance  which  I  did  not  fail  to  attribute  to  the  austerity  of  celibacy. 

The  lady  practised  upon  me  a  long  time  by  looks,  in  whidi  her  passion 
vnu  painted  :  but  instead  of  answering  her  glances,  I  at  first  seemed  not 
to  perceive  her  design ;  by  which  behaviour  I  appeared  to  her  as  a  novice 
in  gallantry;  a  discovery  that  she  did  not  dislike.  Imagining,  therefore, 
that  she  ought  no  longer  to  confine  herself  to  the  language  of  the  eyes, 
with  a  young  man  whom  she  believed  less  knowing  than  he  was ;  during 
the  very  first  conversation  we  had  together,  she  declared  her  sentiments  in 
form,  that  I  might  not  be  ignorant  of  them  for  the  future.  This  she  peiw 
formed  like  one  who  had  been  at  schod.  She  feigned  to  be  disconoerted 
while  she  spoke  to  me  ;  and  after  having  freely  expressed  all  she  had  to 
say,  hid  her  face,  to  make  me  believe  she  was  ashamed  of  letting  me  see  her 
weakness.  Thtre  was  no  resisting ;  and  though  I  was  determined  more 
by  vanity  and  inclination,  I  showed  myself  very  sensiMe  of  her  affection  t 

I  even  affected  to  be  urgent,  and  acted  the  passionate  lover  so  well,  that  I 
SO 
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tttfaoted  her  reproadiet.  Lorenca  reproyed  me,  bat  with  so  much  gentle- 
iie88»  that  while  she  reoommeiided  moderation  to  me,  she  aeemed  not  at  aH 
sorry  at  my  want  of  it.  I  should  have  poshed  things  still  farther*  if  the 
beloved  object  had  not  been  afraid  of  giving  m^  a  bad  opinion  of  her 
virtae,  by  granting  me  a  victory  too  cheap.  We  therefore  parted  till 
another  occasion ;  8ephora,  persoaded  that  her  false  resistance  made  me 
look  upon  her  as  a  vestal,  and  I,  elevated  with  the  sweet  hope  of  bringing 
the  adventure  soon  to  a  conclusion. 

My  affairs  were  in  this  situation,  when  one  of  Don  Caesar's  lacquies 
iold  me  a  piece  of  £ew8  which  moderated  my  joy.  This  youag  fellow  was 
t>ne  of  those  curious  domestics  vdio  make  it  their  business  to  discover  what 
passes  io  the  family.  As  he  was  very  assiduous  in  paying  his  court  to  me, 
and  regaled  me  every  day  with  something  new ;  he  came  one  morning,  and 
told  me  that  he.  had  made  a  pleasant  discovery,  whidi  he  would  communi- 
cate to  me,  on  condition  that  I  should  keep  it  secret ;  because  it  regarded 
dame  Lorenca  Sephora,  whose  resentment,  he  said,  he  was  afraid  oC 
incurring.  I  was  too  eager  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say,  not  to  promise 
secrecy ;  but  without  seeming  to  be  the  least  concerned,  I  asked  him,  witii 
all  the  indifference  I  could  aflect,  what  the  discovery  was  with  whidi  he 
intended  to  entertain  me.  **  Lorenca,"  said  he,  "  every,  evening,  privately 
admits  into  her  apartment  the  surgeon  of  the  village,  a  very  stout  young 
fellow,  and  the  rogue  always  remains  with  her  a  considerable  time.  I  am 
wiUing  to  believe,"  added  he,  with  a  satirical  smile,  "  that  this  behaviour 
may  be  very  innocent ;  but  you  must  aUow,  that  a  young  man,  who  slips  so 
mysteriously  into  a  maid's  chamber,  gives  a  handle  to  scandal  to  be  very 
free  with  her  character." 

Although  this  report  gave  me  as  much  pain  as  if  I  had  been  actually  in 
love,  I  took  care  to  conceal  my  vexation ;  I  even  constrained  myself  so  much 
"as  to  laugh  at  the  news  that  pierced  me  to  the  very  soul.  But  I  indemni- 
fied myself  for  that  constraint,  as  soon  as  I  saw  myself  alone.  I  cursed,  I 
swore,  and  mused  upon  the  resolution  I  should  take.  Sometimes,  despising 
Lorenca,  I  proposed  to  abandon  her,  without  even  deigning  to  come  to  an 
explanation  with  the  coquette ;  and  sometimes,  imagining  that  I  was  bound 
in  honour  fo  banish  the  surgeon  from  the  house,  I  formed  the  design  of 
challenging  him  to  single  combat.  This  last  resolution  prevailed.  I  lay 
in  ambush  towards  the  evening,  and  sure  enough  perceived  my  man  enter 
with  a  mysterious  air  into  the  apartment  of  my  duenna.  This  was  neces- 
'sary  to  support  my  fury ;  I  went  out  of  the  castle,  and  posted  myself  on 
the  road  by  which  the  gallant  must  return  ;  here  I  waited  for  him  without 
'flinching,  and  every  moment  the  desire  of  fighting  him  increased.  At 
length,  my  enemy  appeared,  and  I  went  forward  some  yards  like  a  Draw- 
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oanair ;  but  I  don't  at  all  know  how  it  happened,  I  found  myself  all  of  a 
tndden  seixed,  like  one  of  Homer*B  heroesi  with  an  emotion  of  fear  that 
anrested  my  Bteps ;  and  I  stood  as  much  oonfoonded  as  Paris,  when  he 
presented  himself  to  fight  Menelaus.  I  began  to  consider  my  man,  who 
seemed  strong  and  Tigorous ;  and  his  sword  appeared  to  be  of  an  ezoessiye 
length.  All  this  had  its  effect  upon  me ;  nevertheless,  out  of  a  point  of 
honour^  or  otherwisOi  though  I  saw  the  danger  with  magnifying  eyes,  and, 
in  spite  of  nature,  which  made  obstinate  efforts  to  make  me  desist,  I  had 
the  boldness  to  advance  towards  the  surgeon,  and  unsheath  my  rapier. 

Surprised  at  my  action,  he  cried,  "What  is  the  matter,  Mr.  Gil  Bias? 
what  is  the  meaning  of  these  demonstrations  ?  You  are  pleased  to  be 
merry,  I  suppose." — **  No,  Mr.  Barber,"  I  replied,  "  you  are  mistaken ; 
I  am  in  a  very  serioua  humour,  and  want  to  know  whether  or  not  you  are 
as  brave  as  gallant.  You  must  not  expect  that  I  will  let  you  possess  in 
tranquillity  the  &yours  of  the  lady  whom  you  yisit  at  the  castle." — '*  By 
8t.  Come ! "  said  the  surgeon,  bursting  into  a  loud  laugh,  '*  here  is  a 
pleasant  adventure.  Egad,  appearances  are  very  deceitful."  From  these 
words,  imagining  that  he  was  as  little  inclined  to  fight  as  I,  I  became  mora 
insolent,  and  said,  "  Friend,  that  won't  pass  ;  dont  think  that  I  will  ba 
satisfied  with  a  simple  denial."*—"  I  see  then,"  answer^  he,  "  that  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  speak,  in  order  to  prevent  the  mischief  which  might  happen 
to  you  or  me ;  and  I  must  reveal  a  secret,  although  people  of  our  profession 
cannot  be  too  discreet  If  Bame  Lorenca  admits  me  by  stealth  into  her 
apartment,  it  is  with  a  view  of  concealing  her  distemper  from  the  servants : 
she  has  an  inveterate  cancer  in  her  back,  which  I  dress  every  evening. 
This  is  the  cause  of  the  visits  which  alarm  you ;  so  that  you  may  henceforth 
keep  your  heart  at  ease.  Though,"  added  he,  *'  if  you  are  not  satisfied 
with  this  declaration,  but  absolutely  bent  upon  coming  to  points,  speak  the 
word ;  I  am  your  man."  So  saying,  he  drew  his  long  rapier,  which  made 
me  shiver,  and  put  himself  upon  his  guard.  '*  Enough,"  said  I  to  him, 
sheathiog  my  sword ;  "I  am  not  a  brute,  to  refuse  to  hear  reason  :  after 
what  you  have  told  me,  you  are  no  longer  my  enemy:  let  us  embrace." 

At  this  discourse,  which  showed  him  that  I  was  not  such  a  devil  as  I 
at  first  appeared  to  be,  he  laughed,  put  up  his  rapier,  gave  me  his  hand ; 
and  in  short,  we  parted  the  best  friends  in  the  world. 

From  that  moment  Sephora  presented  nothing  but  disagreeable  ideas  to 
my  imagination  :  I  avoided  every  opportunity  she  gave  me  of  conversing' 
with  her  in  private ;  and  that  with  such  care  and  affectation  that  she  per- 
ceived my  disgust.  Astonished  at  such  a  change,  she  resolved  to  know 
the  cause ;  and  at  length,  finding  an  occasion  to  speak  with  me  apart» 
''Mr.  Steward,"  said  she,  *'  pray  tell  me  why  you  avoid  the  sight  of  me; 
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*&  trae  I  made  eome  advanccB,  but  you  mnde  suitablo  retnnis.  RMoOeel* 
if  jon  pleaie,  the  priTato  conrenation  we  hod  together ;  jott  waa  then  all 
fire,  hilt  now  yon  are  bU  ice.  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  thia  ?''  This 
wu  a  veiy  delicate  qneation  for  a  plain  latm ;  coniequently  it  embairawied 
me  not  a  little.  J  don't  remember  &e  answer  which  I  made  ;  bnt  it  di>- 
pleaaad  Terj  much,  and  that  waa  enough.  Bephora,  though  by  her  aweet 
modest  air  one  would  have  taken  her  for  a  Iamb,  was  a  Tery  tigress  when 
bnr  wrath  proTalled.  "  I  thoDghl,"  said  she,  darting  at  me  a  look  Mlof 
■pitt  and  rage,  "  that  T  did  n  ereatdaaiofhoiKWit'f'i »!'**'■  ^•'''"' '■''-""" 
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them  to  a  wretched  adTentnier."  Had  ahe  stopped  here,  I  ahonld  haT« 
thought  mTself  cheaply  quit.  Her  tongue,  obedient  to  her  fury,  honoured 
me  with  a  hundred  epithets,  every  one  more  bitter  than  another.  I  ought 
to  hare  heard  them  in  cold  blood,  and  reflected,  that  in  disdaining  the 
triumph  of  her  Ttitue,  which  I  had  attempted,  I  committed  a  crime  th&t  no 
voman  can  fotgire.  But  I  vae  too  passionate  to  bear  reproaches,  at  which 
■  sensible  man,  in  my  place,  wsuld  have  laughed  :  and  my  patience,  ibr^ 
salting  me,  "Usduo,"  sud  7,  "  va  ought  not  to  despise  any  body;  if 


ttiOM  noble  Cftralien,  of  whom  joa  ipeak,  had  bmh  yonr  back,  I  un  Bure 
their  eurioaity  would  haTe  proceeded  no  farther."  I  had  no  MXHier  ntt«red 
Ihia  repartee,  than  the  furiooa  duenna  gave  me  the  rudeat  box  on  the  ear 


that  ever  an  affronted  noman  bestowed.  I  did  not  wait  For  a  second,  but 
b;  a  gpeedf  flight  avoided  a  shower  of  blows,  that  wonld  certainly  bare 
fallen  upon  my  carcaae. 

I  thanked  Heaven  when  I  found  myself  extricated  out  of  this  trouble- 
some afiair,  and  imagined  I  bad  nothing  more  to  fear,  since  the  lady  bad 
revenged  herself,  I  thought  that,  for  her  own  honour,  she  would  never 
mention  the  adventure :  and  indeed,  fifteen  days  elapsed  before  I  heard 
any  thing  of  the  matter.  I  myself  began  to  forget  it,  when  I  understood 
that  Sephora  was  ill,  I  was  humane  enough  to  be  afflicted  at  the  news. 
I  pitied  the  ladyj  and  believing  that,  not  being  able  to  overcome  a  passion 
00  ill  requited,  she  had  fallen  a  victim  to  her  unhappy  love.  I  reflected 
with  Borrow  that  I  was  the  cause  of  her  indisposition,  and  at  least  lamented 
the  duenna,  if  I  could  not  love  her.  How  much  was  I  mistaken  in  mj 
opinion  1  her  tenderness  had  changed  into  bate ;  and,  at  that  time,  her 
whole  study  was  to  do  me  mischief. 

One  morning,  being  alone  with  Don  Alphonso,  and  observing  that 
young  gentleman  pensive  and  sad,  I  begged,  in  a  respectful  manner  to  know 
the  cause.    *' I  am  chagrined,"  said  he,  "to  find  Seraphina  weak,  ungrate- 
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ful,  and  unjiut.  Yoa  are  afttonished  at  this  information/'  added  he,  per« 
JDeiving  that  I  listened  with  surprise,  "  and  yet  nothing  is  more  tme.  I 
don't  know  what  cause  you  may  have  given  Dame  Lorenca  to  hate  you, 
hat  yoa  are  assuredly  become  so  odious  to  her,  that  if  you  don't  leave  the 
castle  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  her  death,  she  says,  will  be  inevitable. 
You  ought  not  to  doubt  that  Seraphina,  who  has  a  regard  for  you,  at  first 
revolted  against  a  hate  which  she  could  not  gratify,  without  injustice  and 
ingratitude.  But.  in  short,  she  b  a  woman :  she  has  a  tender  afiection  for 
Sephora,  who  brought  her  up ;  and  that  govemante  is  a  sort  of  mother  to 
her,  whose  death  she  would  reproach  herself  with,  if  she  was  not  weak 
enough  to  satisfy  this  her  desire  :  for  my  part,  notwithstanding  the  love 
that  attaches  me  to  Seraphina,  I  shall  never  have  the  base  complaisance  to 
adhere  to  her  sentiments  on  this  subject.  Perish  all  the  duennas  in  Spaii^ 
before  I  consent  to  the  removal  of  a  young  man  whom  I  eonsider  mcH^e  as 
a  brother  than  a  domestic." 

Alphonso  having  spoken  thus,  I  said  to  him,  '*  Signer,  I  am  bom  to  be 
the  sport  of  Fortune :  I  thought  she  would  have  ceased  to  persecute  me  in 
your  house,  where  every  thing  flattered  me  with  quiet  and  happy  days : 
but  how  agreeable  soever  my  situation  may  be,  I  find  I  must  give  it  up." 
"  Not  at  all  1 "  cried  the  generous  son  of  Don  Csssar ;  "  leave  roe  to  make 
Seraphina  hear  reason :  it  shall  never  be  said,,  that  you  have  been  sacrificed 
to  the  caprice  of  a  duenna,  to  whom  too  much  consideration  has  been  paid 
in  other  respects. 

"  Sir,"  baid  I,  "  you  will  only  provoke  Seraphina.  in  resisting  her  will. 
I  had  much  rather  retire,  than  by  a  longer  stay  in  this  place  run  the  risk  of 
breeding  any  division  between  such  a  happy  pair :  that  would  be  a  misfor- 
tune for  which  I  should  never  be  consoled." 

Don  Alphonso  forbade  me  to  take  any  such  resolution  :  and  I  saw  him 
so  fixed  in  the  design  of  supporting  me,  that  Lorenca  would  undoubtedly 
have  met  with  a  rebuff,  if  I  had  been  minded  to  oppose  her.  At  certain 
times,  being  piqued  against  the  duenna,  I  was  tempted  to  expose  her ;  but 
when  I  came  to  jconsider,  that  in  revealing  her  shame,  I  should  stab  the 
heart  of  a  poor  creature  whose  indisposition  I  was  the  occasion  of;  and  that 
two  incurable  distempers  were  visibly  conducting  her  to  the  grave,  my 
resentment  was  changed  into  compassion :  and  I  concluded,  that  since  I 
was  such  a  dangerous  mortal,  I  ought  in  conscience  to  re-establish,  by  my 
retreat,  the  tranquillity  of  the  castle.  This  resolution  I  executed  the  very 
next  morning  before  day.  without  bidding  adieu  to  my  two  masters,  lest, 
through  friendship  for  me,  they  should  oppose  my  departure.  I  contented 
myself  with  leaving  in  my  chamber  a  writing,  wherein  was  contained  ul 
exact  account  of  my  administration. 


>czzs^s==a 


IHB  FATE  or  Git  BLAB,  AVTEB  HX  QUITTED  IHK  OASTIJt  Ot  IBTTA, 
AKD  XHB  HA?FX  OOMSXQUBNCB  THAT  ATTBKDBD  THE  BAD  auOOBBB  OB 
HI!  AHOUBI. 


WA»  notinted  oa  «  good  bone  of  my  owji, 
with  two  huadied  jHatolM  ia  uy  porunan- 
te&n,  the  boit  part  of  which  I  had  got  from 
the  banditii  whom  we  slew,  and  the  ghare  <tf 
the  thtee  thousand  dacats  which  had  been 
■tolen  from  Samuel  Simon :  for  Dob  Alphon. 
po,  without  making  me  reators  what  I  bad 
fingered,  had  made  reatitnlion  of  the  whole 
Bum  out  of  hii  own  pocket.  'Wherefore, 
conaidering  my  effecta  aa  wealth  lawfully 
eome  by,  I  enjoyed  it  without  acmpte.  I  wai  in  possesaion  of  a  fund,  there, 
fore,  which  did  not  allow  me  to  be  much  conctrned  for  the  future,  over  and 
above  the  confidence  which  one  of  my  age  always  has  in  hit  own  merit : 
beaides,  Toledo  presented  an  agreeable  asylum  ;  for  I  did  not  at  all  doubt 
that  the  Count  de  Polan  would  be  pleased  with  the  opportunity  of  obliging 
one  of  his  delirerera  with  a  kind  reception,  and  an  apartment  in  his  house. 
But  this  nobleman  I  looked  upon  as  a  last  resource,  and  resolved,  before 
I  should  apply  to  him,  to  spend  part  of  my  money  in  travelling  through 
the  kingdom  of  Mnicia  and  Grenada,  which  I  longed  particularly  to  see. 
With  thia  design,  I  set  out  for  Almansa  whence  continuing  my  journey,  I 
vent  from  rity  to  city,  as  &r  as  Grenada,  without  meeting  with  any  bad 
accident.  Fortune,  satisfied  with  havingplayedne  so  many  tricks,  seemed 
willmg  at  length  to  leave  me  in  quiet :  but  for  all  that,  she  was  then 
batching  a  great  many  more,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel.  One  of  the 
first  persona  I  met  in  the  etreets  of  Qrenada  was  Signor  Don  Ferdinand  de 
Levja,  who  was,  as  well  a;  Don  Alpbonao,  Bon-in-law  to  the  Count  de  Polan. 
We  were  equally  aurprisMt  at  seeingone  anotherin  thatpUce.  "  Oil  Bias," 
cried  he,  "  how  come  you  to  be  in  this  city  i    What  buaineia  brings  yon 
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hither  ?" — "  Signot,"  Mid  I,  "  if  70a  an  utonuhed  to  Me  hm  in  (hit 
country,  you  will  be  much  more  so,  when  you  henr  the  cenH  of  my  quitting 
the  Bervice  of  Signor  Don  Cnsar  and  liia  son."  Then  I  recounted  all  that 
had  passed  between  Sephora  and  me,  without  the  leact  diaguise.  Ho 
laughed  heartily  at  the  adventure ;  then  growing  eerioua  again,  "  Friend," 


■aid  he,  "  I  offer  yon  my  mediation  in  thii  affair,  and  will  write  to  my 
■ister-tn-law.  "  By  no  meana,  Signor,"  aaid  1,  intermpting  him  :  "  pray 
don't  write :  for  f  did  not  leave  the  caatle  of  Levya  with  any  intention  to 
return.  Hake,  if  you  please,  another  use  of  the  regard  you  hai  e  for  me ) 
and  if  any  one  of  your  friends  has  occasion  for  a  secretary  or  steward,  I 
beg  yon  will  speak  to  him  in  my  favDUT.  I  dare  assure  yon,  that  you  shall 
have  no  cause  to  repent  of  your  recommendation." — "  With  all  my  heart," 
he  replied,  "1  will  do  what  you  desire;  I  am  come  to  Qrenada  to  visit  aa 
old  annt  who  is  aick,  and  I  shall  stay  here  three  weeks  l4»>ger ;  at  the  end 
of  which,  I  shall  set  ont  on  my  return  to  my  castle  of  Loiqni,  where  I 
have  left  Jnlia.  I  lodge  here,"  added  be,  ahowing  me  a  house  abont  • 
hnndred  yards  from  ni :  "  come  and  call  for  me  some  hoars  hence ;  by 
which  time,  petfaape,  I  shall  ha,ve  diaoovend  lonM  soitaU*  poet  for  yoQ>" 
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'  And  indeed,  at  our  very  next  meeting,  he  said,  "The  Archbishop  of 
Grenada,  my  kinsman  and  friend,  wants  a  yonng  man  of  letters,  possessed 
of  a  good  hand,  to  maJce  fair  copies  of  his  writings ;  for  he  is  a  great 
•anthor,  has  composed  a  vast  nnraber  of  homilies,  and  studies  more  every 
day,  which  he  pronounces  with  applause.  As  I  believe  you  are  such  an 
one  as  he  wants,  I  proposed  you  to  him,  and  he  has  promised  to  take  you 
into  his  service.  Go  and  present  yourself  to  him  in  my  name  :  and  you 
may  judge  by  the  reception  which  you  shall  receive,  whether  or  not  I  have 
spoken  in  your  behalf.*' 

This  was  just  such  a  place  as  I  desired :  wherefore  having  dressed  to 
the  best  advantage,  in  order  to  iq>pear  before  that  prelate,  I  repaired  one 
morning  to  the  archbishop-'s  pdaoe.  Here,  was  I  to  imitate  the  authors 
of  romance,  I  should  give  a  pompous  description  of  the  episcopal  palace 
of  Grenada :  I  might  enlarge  upon  the  structure  of  the  building,  extol  the 
richness  of  the  furniture,  describe  the'statues  and  pictures,  and  not  spare 
the  readers  the  least  tilde  of  the  stories  they  represented ;  but  I  shall 
content  myself  with  obserring,  that  it  equalled  the  royal  palace  in  magni- 
ficence. 

I  found  in  the  iqwurtments  a  crowd  of  ecclesiastics  and  gentlemen  of  the 
sword,  the  greatest  part  whereof  were  the  officers  of  his  grace:  his 
almoners,  his  gentlemen,  his  ushers,  and  valets  de  chambre.  The  laity 
were  almost  all  so  sup^bly  dressed,  that  one  would  have  taken  them  for 
noblemen  rather  than  domestics,  by  their  haughty  looks,  and  affectation 
of  being  men  of  consequence.  YHiile  I  beheld  them,  I  could  not  help 
laughing,  and  ridiculing  them  within  myself.  "  £gad, "  said  I,  "  these 
people  are  very  happy  in  bearing  the  yoke  of  servitude  without  feeling  it : 
for,  in  short,  if  they  felt  it,  i  imagine  that  their  behaviour  would  be  less 
assuming.'*  Addressing  myself  to  a  grave  jolly  personage,  that  stood  at 
the  door  of  the  archbishop's  closet,  in  order  to  open  aud  shut  it  when 
there  was  occasion,  I  asked  civilly  if  I  could  not  speak  with  his  grace ; 
"  Wait,*'  said  he,  drily,  "  till  his  grace  comes  out  to  go  to  mass,  and  he 
""win  give  you  a  moment's  audience  in  passing."  I  armed  myself  with 
patience,  and  endeavoured  to  enter  into  conversation  with  some  of  the 
'officers :  but  they  began  to  examine  me  from  head  to  foot,  without 
deigning  to  speak  one  syllable,  and  then  looked  at  one  another,  smiling^ 
with  disdain  at  the  liberty  which  I  had  taken,  to  mingle  in  their  discourse. 
1  was,  1  own,  quite  disconcerted  at  seeing  myself  treated  in  this  manner 
lyf  valets';  and  had  scarce  recollected  myself  from  the  confusion  in  which 
I  was*,  when  the  closet  door  opened,  and  the  archbishop' appeared. 

Immediately  a  profound  sOence  prevailed  among  his  officers,  who,  all 
of  «  sudden,  laid  aside  their  insolent  carriage,  and  assumed  a  respectful 
M 
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look  in  prMttw  of  thdr  mMtor,  Thii  prelate  w«fl  in  htf  daty-and-iriiitli 
yMT,  pretty  mnoh  «f  the  make  of  my  unole,  the  OMVoa  Gil  Peres  i  th«ti«, 
plump  and  thort :  he  wai  Teiy  muoh  bandy-legged  into  the  bargain,  and 
w  bald,  that  he  only  had  a  imall  toft  rf  baix  remaining  on  the  back  patt 


of  hia  head;  for  which  nawn,  ha  iru  obliged  fo  eerer  hie  head  in  a  ftw 
vooUen  cap  irith  long  ears.  In  spite  of  all  that,  I  obaerred  in  him  the 
air  of  a  man  of  quality :  doubtlesa,  because  I  knew  him  to  be  one.  W* 
common  people  look  npon  all  joni  great  noblemen  witii  a  prepoeseaaion 
that  often  gives  them  an  air  of  greataeae  whieh  nature  has  refused. 

The  aichbishop  immediately  odvanoing  towards  me,  aaked  what  I 
wauted,  with  a  voioe  full  of  iweetnees :  and  X  told  him,  that  I  was  the 
young  man  of  whom  Don  Ferdinand  de  Levya  had  sp«Aen  to  him.  He 
gave  me  no  time  to  proceed ;  but  cried,  "  0 1  yon  are  the  person  then  of 
whom  he  spoke  to  handaomely.  I  retain  you  in  my  awvioe :  you  are  a 
Taluable  ao^uisition.    You  may  stay  where  you  are.    Bo  saying,  he  went 


wit,  Mf^rted  by  two  ashen,  after  having  heaid  lome  deifymeD,  who 
had  eomething  to  commnnicate.  Scarcely  w«a  he  ont  of  the  room,  whea 
the  aanie  ofBcen  who  disdaiaed  my  convenatioD,  aov  courted  it.  They 
mrToaiided  me,  and  with  the  utmost  complaiBanoe  expieued  their  joy  at 
•eeiog  me  beoome  aa  officer  at  the  palace.  Having  heard  what  their 
muter  aaid  to  me,  they  had  a  longing  desire  to  know  oa  what  footiog 
I  was  retained :  but  I  was  n  malicious  as  to  balk  their  curiosity,  in 
nreoge  £»  their  oontemEit. 

His  grace,  returning  in  a  little  time,  made  ms  follow  him  into  hie  cloeeti 
that  he  might  talk  with  me  in  private.     I  concluded,  that  his  design  ia 


•0  doing  was  to  irjmy  andentftuding ;  and,  acooTdinglf,  kept  myieir  on 
my  guard,  and  waa  raaolved  to  weigh  every  wrd  before  I  aboutd  apeak 
it.  He  firat  of  all  extunmed  ma,  on  what  ia  called  humanity :  and  I  did 
not  anawer  amiH :  he  had  oocaaion  to  aee,  that  I  waa  pretty  well  ai>- 
qnainted  with  the  Orerk  and  Latin  antbon.  He  then  pat  me  upon  logic, 
where  I  expected  him,  and  found  me  quite  maater  of  that  aubject. 
"Your  edacation,"  aaid  he  to  me,  with  some  aurpriM,  "haa  not  been 
neglected:  let  oa  now  leeyooi  hand- writing,"  I  thereupon  took  out  of 
my  pocket  a  abeet,  which  I  had  brought  for  the  pnrpoae  :  and  the  prelate 
aeemed  very  well  pleaaed  with  my  performance.  "  I  am  utisfled  with 
your  hand,"  oried  he,  "  and  (till  more  with  your  underatanding.  I  ihall 
thank  my  nephew  Don  Verdinand  for  haviDg  given  me  each  an  able 
young  man,  whom  I  look  upon  aa  a  real  preaent" 

Seing  intarmpted  by  the  arrival  of  aome  noblemen  of  Grenada,  who 
eame  to  dine  with  the  archbishop,  I  left  them  together,  and  withdrew 
unong  the  officers,  who  were  quite  prof\iae  in  their  oomplaiunce  to  me. 
I  went  to  dinner  with  them  at  the  uaual  time ;  and  if  tbey  obaerved  me 
at  table,  I  did  not  fiiil  to  examine  them  alao.  What  aagacity  there  ia  in 
the  exteriora  of  ohurohmen  !  To  mo  they  appeared  all  (uunta  ;  so  much 
waa  my  mind  overawed  by  the  pluce  where  I  waa ;  and  I  did  not  bo  much 
u  suspect,  that  there  could  be  any  filse  moucy  in  the  case  ;  as  if  no  snch 
thing  waa  even  seen  among  the  princes  of  the  church. 


Being  seated  by  an  old  valet  de  ohambre,  whose  name  was  Uelchior 
de  la  Bonds,  he  took  great  care  to  help  me  to  tlie  choice  bits ;  and  thia 
attention  which  he  expressed  for  me,  inspiring  me  with  a  respect  for  him, 
he  waa  charmed  with  my  polite  behaviour.  '^Signor  cavalier,"  said  be, 
,  lofUy  to  me,  after  dinner,  "  I  want  t»  have  aome  private  conversation 
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with  you."  At  the  same  time  he  carried  me  to  a  part  of  the  palace 
where  nobody  coold  overhear  us ;  and  there  talked  to  me  in  this  manner : 
"  Son,  from  the  very  fir^t  moment  in  which  I  saw  yon,  I  felt  an  incli- 
nation for  3roa:  of  this  I  will  give  you  a  certain  proof,  by  imparting 
Mimething  which  may  be  of  great  advantage  to  you.  You  are  here  in  a 
family,  where  true  and  false  devotees  live  pell-mell ;  so  that  it  will  be  an 
infinite  time  before  you  can  of  yourself  be  acquainted  with  the  ground. 
But  I  will  spare  you  such  a  tedious  and  disagreeable  study  by  discovering 
the  characters  of  both ;  after  which,  you  may  the  more  easily  conduct 
yourself. 

"I  will  begin,*'  added  he,  "with  his  grace,  who  b  a  very  pious 
prelate,  incessantly  employed  in  edifying  and  reforming  the  people,  by 
sermons  of  his  own  composition  full  of  tzOellent  morals.  He  quitted  the 
court  about  twenty  years  ago,  in  order  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  his 
teal  ibr  his  flock.  He  is  a  learned  man  and  a  great  orator,  whose  sole 
pleasure  consists  in  preaching,  and  his  hearers  are  ravished  with  admira- 
tion. Perhaps  there  is  a  little  vanity  in  the  case :  but  besides  that  it 
does  not  belong  to  man  to  penetrate  the  heart,  it  would  be  ungrateful  in 
me  to  enquire  into  the  faults  of  a  person  whose  bread  I  eat.  If  I  was 
permitted  to  disapprove  of  any  thing  in  my  master,  I  would  blame  his 
severity.  Instead  of  making  an  allowance  for  ecclesiastical  foibles,  he 
punishes  them  with  too  much  rigour :  in  particular,  he  prosecutes,  without 
mercy,  those  who,  relying  on  their  innocence,  attempt  to  justify  them* 
selves  in  a  legal  manner,  in  contempt  of  his  authority.  I  observe  another 
fault  which  is  common  to  him  with  a  great  many  people  of  quality, 
although  he  loves  his  domestics,  he  makes  no  consideration  for  their 
services,  but  lets  them  grow  old,  without  ever  thinking  of  procuring  for 
them  some  small  settlement.  If  he  gives  them  gratification  sometimes 
they  owe  them  solely  to  the  goodness  of  somebody  who  has  ppoken  in 
their  behalf:  for  it  would  never  come  into  his  head  to  provide  for  them 
otherwise." 

This  is  what  the  old  valet  de  chambre  told  me  of  his  master ;  and  he 
afterwards  communicated  his  thoughts  of  the  clergymen  with  whom  we 
had  dined  ;  pictures  which  bat  ill  agreed  with  their  external  deportment* 
Indeed  he  did  not'  irepresent  them  as  dishonest  men,  but  only  as  bad 
priests ;  excepting  some,  however,  whose  virtue  he  very  much  extolled. 
I  was  no  longer  at  a  loss  how  to  regulate  my  features  among  those 
gentlemen :  that  very  evening  at  supper,  I,  like  them,  assumed  a  sage 
Hspect;  a  task  that  costs  nothing;  so  that  we  must  not  wonder  that 
there  are  so  many  hypocrites  in  the  world. 


^     ijAg 
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BAD  been  in  tho  afternoon,  to  tMk  mf 
I  b^SRBge  and  hoTBe  from  ths  inn  where  I 
had  lodged  ;  after  whioh  I  returned  to  sapper 
at  the  |ialafie,  There  I  found  a  rery  huid- 
Bome  chamber,  ood  n  down  bed,  prepared 
mo.  His  grace  ordered  me  to  be  called 
early  next  morniog ;  and  gave  mo  a  boinily 
to  transcribe,  enjoining  me  to  oopy  it  with 
all  possible  ezactapea.  This  I  performed 
miimtely,without  having  foT^t  either  accent, 
point,  or  comma ;  u  that  tho  joy  he  expreaaed 
iraa  mingled  with  nirpnae.  "  Good  Bearen !"  cried  be  in  a  tranpoort, 
when  he  had  anrveyed  oil  the  sheets  of  my  oopy,  "  wss  ever  any  thing 
■een  so  correct?  You  transcribe  so  well  that  yon  must  certainly  and^TStand 
grammar.  TeU  tne  ingenuously,  my  friend,  have  you  found  nothing  that 
shocked  you  in  writing  it  OTcr  ?  Some  neglect,  perhaps,  in  the  siyle,  or 
improper  term  ?" — "  0,  sir,"  answered  1,  with  an  air  of  modesty,  "  J  sm 
not  teamed  enough  to  make  critical  obserrationB ;  and  if  I  was,  I  am  per- 
euadt-d  that  the  works  cf  your  grace  would  escape  my  censure."  The 
prelate  smiled  at  my  reply ;  and,  thongh  ha  said  nothing,  discorered 
through  all  his  piety,  that  he  was  a  downright  author. 

fiy  thb  kind  of  flattery,  I  entirely  gained  his  good  graoea.  b?onme  more 
and  more  dear  to  him  every  day ;  end  at  lengUi  utideretood  from  Don 
Ferdinand,  who  visited  bim  very  often,  that  I  was  eo  much  belored,  I 
might  look  upon  my  fortune  as  already  made.  This  my  master  himself 
confirmed  to  me,  a  little  time  after,  on  the  following  occasion.  One 
evening  he  repeated  in  his  cloaet,  when  I  was  present,  with  great  enthn- 
{dasm,  a  homily  whioh  he  intended  to  pronounce  the  next  day  in  flict 
cathedral ;   and,  not  satisfied  with  asking  my  opinion  of  it  in  genenl^ 


«Uiged  me  to  nngle  oat  the  partionlsr  possagoi  which  I  moat  admired.  I 
had-  the  good  In^  to  menlioii  thow  that  he  himaelf  looked  upon  to  ba 
th«  beat,  hia  own  &Tourite  moroeaas,  by  vhich  meona  I  paaaed,  ia  hia 
jndgmeat,  for  &  ratm  who  had  a  delicate  knowledge  of  the  trne  beauties 
of  a  work.  "  This  ia,"  cried  ha,  "  what  ia  called  having  toate  and 
sentiment:  well,  friend,  I  assure  thee  thou  has  got  Bceotian  eara."  In 
R  word,  he  woa  so  well  aatdsfied  with  me,  that  he  pronouDced  with  some 
vivacity.     "  Oil  Bias,  benoeforth  give  thyself  no  uneasinesa  abont  thf 


fortune :  I  ondertikB  to  make  it  eztremel;  agreuable ;  I  lore  thee ;  and, 
«aaptoof  of  mjafiiMrtUHi,  make  thee  mj  oonfidnot." 
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I  no  ■ooner  heard  tbete  words  than  I  fell  at  his  grace's  feeb.  quite 
penetrated  with  gratitude ;  I  heartily  embmced  his  handy  leg%  and  looked 
npon  myself  aa  a  man  on  the  highway  to  wealth  and  opuienee.  *'  Yei, 
my  child/'  resumed  tibe  archbishc^^  whose  diaoovrse  had  been  intetrapted 
by  my  prostration*  "thoa  shalt  be  the  repository  of  my  most  secret 
thoughts.  Listen  with  attention  to  what  1  am  going  to  say :  my  chief 
pleasure  consists  in  preaching ;  the  Lord  gives  a  blessing  to  ray  homilies ; 
4hey  touch  the  hearts  of  sinners,  make  them  seriously  reflect  on  their 
conduct  and  have  recourse  to  repentance.  I  have  sometimes  the  satts- 
facdoo  to  see  a  miser  terrified  by  the  images  which  I  represent  to  his 
avarice,  open  his  treasures,  and  squander  them  with  a  prodigal  hand.  I 
have  also  torn,  as  it  were,  the  Epicurean  from  his  pleasures,  fiUed 
hermitages  with  the  sons  of  ambition,  and  confirmed  in  her  duty  the  wife 
who  has  been  shaken  by  the  allurements  of  a  seducing  lover.  These 
conversions,  which  are  frequent,  ought  of  themselves  to  excite  my  study ; 
nevertheless,  I  will  confess  my  weakness;  I  propose  to  myself  another 
reward,  a  reward  which  the  ddicacy  of  my  virtue  reproaches  me  with  in 
vain !  I  mean  the  esteem  that  the  world  shows  for  fine  polished  writing. 
The  honour  of  being  reckoned  a  perfect  orator  has  charmed  my  imagina- 
tion ;  my  performances  are  thought  equally  strong  and  delicate ;  but  I 
would,  of  all  things,  avoid  the  fault  of  good  authors  who  write  too  long, 
and  retire  without  forfeiting  the  least  tittle  of  my  reputation.  Wherefore, 
my  dear  Gil  Bias,"  continued  the  prelate,  "  one  thing  that  I  exact  of  thy 
zeal  is,  whenever  thou  shalt  perceive  my  pen  smack  of  old  age,  and  my 
genius  flag,  don't  fiatil  to  advertise  me  of  it :  for  I  don*t  trust  to  my  own 
judgment,  which  may  be  seduced  by  self-love.  That  observation  must 
proceed  from  a  disinterested  understanding,  and  I  make  choice  of  thine, 
which  I  know  is  good ;  resolved  to  stand  by  thy  decision." — '*  Thank 
Heaven,  sir,"  said  I,  "  that  period  is  fiur  ofiF :  besides,  a  genius  like  that  of 
your  grace  will  preserve  its  vigour  much  better  than  any  other ;  or  to 
speak  more  justly  will  be  always  the  same.  I  look  upon  you  as  another 
cardinal  Ximenes,  whose  superior  genius*  instead  of  being  weakened  by  age, 
seemed  to  receive  new  strength  frosa  it." — "  No  flattery,  friend,"  said  he, 
interrupting  me ;  "  I  know  I  am  Kahle  to  sink  all  at  once :  people  at  my 
age  be^n  to  hel  inflrmilies,  and  the  infirmities  of  the  body  often  aflect 
the  understanding.  I  rqieat  it  to  thee  again.  Gil  Bias,  as  soon  as  thou 
shall  judge  mine  in  the  least  impaired,  be  sure  to  give  me  notice ;  and  be 
not  afraid  of  speaking  freely  and  sincerely,  for  I  shall  receive  thy  advice 
as  a  mark  of  thy  afiection.  Besides,  thy  interest  is  concerned;  if, 
^unhappily  for  thee,  it  should  come  to  my  ears,  that  the  public  says  my 
discourses  have  no  longer  their  wanted  ibree,  and  that  it  is  h^h  tone  for 


iMtorepoKiinyielf;  I  ftanUy  deolare  Qtat  ftuni  sbalt  Iom  mf  Mefidahip, 
M  well  u'the  fitttmw  I  hero  promised.  Such  will  be  the  fniit  of  thjr 
fixdish  reeerre." 

Hen  my  petron  left  off  speaking,  ia  aiAet  to  hear  mj  reply,  wbioh  wu 
a  promiae  to  behave  aoooidtng  to  hia  deure.  From  that  moment  h« 
ooocealed  nothing  from  me.  I  beoame  hie  tsTDiuite;  an  event  which 
Bone  of  hia  donwatioB,   except  Uelchior  de  U  Bonda,   oould  peroeiTS 


without  e&Tj.  It  was  •  diTortang  aoene  to  behold  the  maDoet  ia  wMoh 
the  gentlemen  uid  ■qoirae  then  lired  with  the  eon&dant  of  hiagraoa: 
they  wore  not  aahamed  to  be  guilty  of  grorelliDg  meonneBM^  in  order  to 
(Motivate  my  good  wilL  I  oonld  scarcely  believe  they  were  Spaniards ; 
though  I  did  them  good  offlcea,  without  being  the  dupe  dt  their  selfish 
complaisance.  Hia  grace,  the  archbishop,  at  my  request^  exerted  himself 
in  their  fitvour ;  to  one  he  |inwnred  a  oompaay,  and  put  him  ia  a  ooii> 
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dition  to  nabs  a  fifipve  in  tbt  amiy ;  another  h^  sent  to  MeziGo»  lo  tah» 
poMif^mtTn  of  •i  aoQ(|i4fafl#  ppftt  which  he  had  obtained  for  himi  and  my 
friend  Melchior,  throngh  my  means,  enjoyed  a  handsome  gratilioatioo.. 
Tliia  coiidescsnaii^  oonTiiH^  me,  that  though  the  prelate  did  not  antici- 
pate people's  dssir«St.h^  rarcLy  refused  ajsy  ^oor  that  was  asked- 

Bat  what  I  did  for  a  Cfslain  priest  deserves,  in  my  opinipn,  to  be  told. 
One  day,  a  licentiate  whose  name  was  Lewis  Garcias,  a  yoong  man  of  a. 
very  g^ood  appearance*  was  presented  to  me  by  our  steward ;  who  said. 
"  Signer  Gil  Bias,  this  honest  clergyman  is  one  of  my  best  friends ;  he 
was  chaplain  of  a  nunnery ;  and  his  Tirtoe  has  not  escaped  scandal : 
some  people  have  done  him  ill  ofices  with  his  grace,  who  has  suspended 
him.  and  is  unhappily  m.  aMKshi  prqudiced  against  him,  that  he  will 
listen  to  no  solici4ilxpB.Bi.hia  behaUv  Wo  have  employed  to  no  purpose, 
all  the  persons  of  rank  in  Grenada,  to  beg  that  be  may  be  re-established : 
but  our  master  is  quite  iniexible." 

"  Gentlemen,*'  said  I,  "  you  haTO  gene  the  wrong  way  to  work ;  it 
would  have  been  better  for  Mr.  Licentiate,  if  no  solicitation  had  been 
made ;  for,  in  their  endeavours  to  serve  him,  tl|^  havn  done  hhn  a  manifest 
bjury.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  his  q^Me;  entreaties  and  recom- 
mendations serve  only  to  aggravate,  in  hia  opinion,  the  fault  of  an 
ecclesiastie.  It  was  bat  t'other  day  I  heard  him  si^  to  himself,  '  The  more 
people  a  priest,  who  has  been  guilty  of  irregularity,  engages  to  speak  to 
me  in  his  behalf,  the  more  is  the  scandal  augmented,  and  the  more 
severity  do  I  eooercise/  " — "  That  is  mdartmniBLte^"  replied  the  steward, 
"  and  my  friend  would  be  very  mnch  embarrassed  if  he  was  not  blessed 
with  a  ^;ood  hand ;  happily  for  him,  he  writes  to  admiration  ;  and,  by  the 
help  of  that  talent,  keeps  himself  out  oi  difficulties."  1  was  curious  to  «ee 
if  this  wdting,  so  much  extolled,  was  much  better,  than  my  own :  and  the 
licentiate,  who  had  a  specimen  in  his  pocket,  showed  me  a  page  that  I 
admired  very  much,  for  it  looked  like  a  writing-master's  copy.  While  I 
considered  this  beautiful  performance,  a  thought  coming  into  my  head,  I 
desired  Gardas  to  leave  the  paper,  telling  htm  that  I  might  possibly  make 
some  use  of  it  that  would  turn  out  to  his  advantage ;  that  I  could  not 
explain  myself  at  that  time,  but  would  next  day  tell  him  more  of  the 
matter..  The  hoentiatc^  to  whom,  in  all  probability,  l^e  steward  had  mads 
an  eulogiuinLof  my  genius,  withdrew  as  ntadi  satis^ed  as  if  he  had  been 
already  reinstated  in  his  oflloe.  I  waa  truly  desirous  tliat  he  might  be 
so ;  and  that  samn  day  laboured'  for  him  in  the  following  manner:  Being 
alone  with  the  svshbiahop,  I  showed  him  the  writing  of  Gardas,  with 
whichi  my  patron  seemed  quite  charmed :  then  laying  hold  of  the  oppor- 
lanity,  "  Sir,"  said  I,  to  him,  "  smoe  yon  won't  canse  your  homifiea  to 
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be  priated*  1  wish  they  were  at  least  written  in  this  hand." — "  I  an 
satisfied  with  thine/'  answered  the  prelate,  "  but  I  own  T  should  not  be 
sorry  to  have  a  copy  of  my  work  in  that  hand." — ••  Your  gr^ee/*  I 
replied,  "  has  nothing^  to  do  but  to  speak  ;  the  man  who  paints  so  well  is 
a  licentiate  of  my  acquaintance,  who  will  be  ravished  to  do  that  service 
for  you :  the  more,  because  by  these  means  he  may  interest  your  goodness 
m  extricating  him  from  the  melancholy  situation  in  which  he  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  at  present." 

The  prelate  did  not  fail  to  ask  the  name  of  the  licentiate :  upon  which 
I  said,  "  He  is  called  Jiewis  Gareias,  and  is  in  despair  on  account  of 
having  incurred  your  displeasure.'*—*'  That  Gardas,"  said  he,  interrupting 
me,  "  was,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  chaplain  to  a  convent  of  nuns,  and  lies 
under  the  censure  of  the  church :  I  remember  some  informations  that  I 
leceived  against  him :  his  morals  are  but  indifferent." — "  Sir,"  said  I, 
iatemipting  him  in  my  turn,  "  I  will  not  undertake  to  justify  him ;  but  I 
know  he  has  enemies ;  and  pretends,  that  the  authors  of  those  informa- 
tions which  you  have  seen  were  more  bent  upon  doing  him  ill  offices  than 
on  telling  the  truth." — "  That  ma^*  be,"  replied  the  archbishop ;  "  there 
fire  abundance  of  very  dangerous  dispositions  in  this  worid.  Besides, 
granted  that  his  conduct  has  not  been  always  irreproachable,  he  may  have 
repented  of  his  misbehaviour ;  and  in  short,  there  is  mercy  for  every  trans- 
gression.    Bring  the  licentiate  hither ;  I  tske  off  his  suspension." 

Thus  it  is,  that  the  most  severe  men  abate  of  their  severity,  when  more 
dear  self-interest  is  concerned.  The  archbishop  granted,  without  difficulty, 
to  the  vain  pleasure  of  having  his  works  well  written,  that  which  hb  had 
refused  to  the  most  powerful  solicitations.  I  earned  the  news  immediately 
to  the  steward,  who  imparted  them  to  his  friend  Gareias ;  who,  the  very 
next  day,  coming  to  make  an  acknowledgement  of  thanks  suitable  to  the 
favour  obtained,  I  presented  him  to  my  master,  who  contented  himself  with 
reprimanding  him  slightly,  and  gave  him  the  homilies  to  transcribe* 
Gareias  acquitted  himself  so  well,  that  he  was  re-established  in  his  ministry, 
and  even  obtained  the  living  of  Giabia,  a  large  market-toWn  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Grenada* 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


'  BtLBlthnBbcBtowedmyiiervioeson  different 
'  people,  Don  Ferdinand  being  about  to 
^  leaTo  Grenada,  I  Tinted  that  nobleman 
-  before  hia  departura,  in  order  to  thank  him 
w,  for  the  excellent  post  vhioh  he  had 
procared  for  me.  I  appeared  to  him  so 
well  BatisSed  with  my  condition,  that  he 
Raid,  "  Hij  dear  Oil  Blaa,  I  am  raTished  to 
find  thee  bo  well  pleaned  with  my  uncle, 
the  archbiahop." — "  I  am  churmed  with 
lum,"  I  replied,  "  and  shall  nerer  be  able  to  show  myeetf  grateful  enough 
for  hia  generosity  to  me.  Nothing  less  could  have  consoled  me  for  the 
lou  of  Don  GceBar  and  his  son." — "I  am  pereoaded,"  answered  he, 
" that  they  are  both  extremely  mortified  at  your  absence;  but,  perhaps, 
yon  are  not  separated  for  ever :  fortune  may  one  day  bring  you  together 
again."  Uelted  by  these  words,  I  sighed,  and  found  at  that  instant  my 
love  for  Don  Alphouso  so  great,  that  I  would  have  williugly  abandoned  the 
archbishop,  with  all  the  agreeable  hopes  he  had  given  me,  to  return  to  the 
oastle  of  Levya,  if  the  obstacle  that  banished  me  from  it  had  been  remoTed. 
Don  Ferdinand  perceived  the  emotions  of  my  sonl,  which  pleased  him  so 
much,  that  he  embraced  me  with  affection,  and  assured  me  that  his  whole 
&mily  would  always  bear  a  part  in  my  destiny. 

Two  months  after  this  gentleman's  departure,  in  the  very  zenith  of  my 
favour,  we  had  a  hot  alarm  in  the  episcopal  palace  :  the  arohbiihop  was 
seized  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy;  he  was,  howeTtr,  sucooured  immediately,  and 
such  salutary  medicines  administered,  that  in  a  few  days  his  heattli  was  re- 
estnblished;  but  his  nnderatatiding  had  received  a  rude  shook,  which  I 
pltunly  peroeived  in  the  very  next  discourse  which  he  composed.    I  did  not. 
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however*  find  the  difierenoe  between  this  and  the  rest  8o  Ben8ible»  at  to 
make  me  conclude  that  the  orator  began  to  flag  ;  and  waited  for  another 
homilj  to  fix  my  resolution.  This  indeed  was  quite  decisive ;  sometimes 
the  good  old  prelate  repeated  the  same  thing  over  and  over ;  sometimes 
rose  too  high,  or  sunk  too  low :  it  was  a  vague  discourse,  the  rhetoric  of 
an  old  professor,  a  mere  capudnade.* 

I  was  not  the  only  person  who  took  notice  of  this :  the  greatest  part  of 
the  audience,  when  he  prononnoed  it,  as  if  they  had  been  also  hired  to 
examine  it,  said  softly  to  one  another,  "  This  sermon  smells  strong  of  the 
Hpoplexy.** — "  Come,  master  homily-critic,"  said  I  then  to  myself, 
"  prepare  to  do  your  office :  yon  see  that  his  grace  begins  to  fail :  it  is 
your  duty  to  give  him  notice  of  it,  not  only  as  the  depositary  of  his 
thoughts,  but  likewise,  lest  some  one  of  his  friends  should  be  free  enough 
with  him  to  prevent  you  :  in  that  case  you  know  what  would  happen: 
your  name  would  be  erased  from  his  last  will,  in  which  there  is,  doubt- 
less,  a  better  legacy  provided  for  you  than  the  library  of  the  licentiate 
Sedillo. 

After  these  reflectionk,  I  made  others  of  a  quite  contrary  nature.  To 
give  the  notice  in  question,  seemed  a  delicate  -point :  I  imagined  that  it 
might  be  ill  received  by  an  author  like  him,  conceited  of  his  own  works ; 
but  rejecting  this  suggestion,  I  represented  to  myself,  that  he  could  not 
possibly  take  it  amiss,  after  having  exacted  it  of  me  in  so  pressing  a 
manner.  Add  to  this,  that  I  depended  upon  my  being  able  to  mention  it 
with  address,  and  make  him  swallow  the  pill  without  reluctance.  In  a 
word,  finding  that  I  ran  a  greater  risk  in  keeping  silence  than  in  breaking 
it  I  determined  to  speak. 

The  only  tlung  that  embarrassed  me  now,  was  how  to  break  the  ice. 
Luckily  the  orator  himself  extricated  me  from  that  difficulty,  by  asking 
what  people  said  of  him,  and  if  they  were  satisfied  with  his  last  discourse. 
I  answered,  that  his  homilies  were  always  admired,  but  in  my  opinion  the 
last  had  not  succeeded  so  well  as  the  rest,  in  afiecting  the  audience. 
"  How,  friend !  **  replied  he  with  astonishment,  "  has  it  met  with  any 
Aristarchusf  ?" — **  No,  sir,"  said  I,  "  by  no  means, :  such  works  as  yours 
are  not  to  be  criticised  ;  every  body  is  charmed  with  them.  Nevertheless, 
since  you  have  laid  your  injunctions  upon  me  to  be  free  and  sincere,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  tell  you,  that  your  last  discourse,  in  my  judgment, 

*  Capucinade.  A  sarcasm  on  the  sermons  of  the  Capuchins,  which  are  noc 
remarkable  for  corrcctneM  of  compontion. 

t  Aristarchusy  s  great  critic  in  (he  time  of  Ptolemy  Philadclphus. 
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fcw  not  ■ttogtfSier  th«  energy  of  jour  other  perfomnnoe*.    Afanat^vs 
at  the  sune  (Fptnion  F" 

Hf  maater  grew  pole  at  tnese  word* ;  and  nid.  wiQi  n  fened  amfla^ 
"  So  then,  1&.  Oil  Bias,  thii  piece  ia  not  to  yonr  taate  ?"— "  E  don't  t«7 
w,  air,"  -cried  I,  qnita  diaoonoerted ,  "  I  fhfaik  it  exedlent,  dtbovgh  • 
little  inferior  to  your  oUier  voika. '— "  I  understsnd  yeta,"  he  n^ied ; 
"yoDlhinklfliig,  doo't  you?  Come,  be  plus  you  believe  it  u  time &r 
ne  to  4bink  of  rutiTiug,"— "  I  ahould  not  have  been  eo  b«id,'  and  I,  "  « 


to  apeak  so  ftetly,  if  your  grace  had  not  oommandtMl  me :  I  do  no  moiv, 
therefore,  than  obey  you :  and  I  most  humbly  beg  Uutt  yon  will  not  be 
offended  at  my  fmedoju/' — "  God  forbid,"  cried  he,  with  predpitation, 
"  Qod  furbid  that  1  ahonid  find  fault  with  it.    In  ao  doing,  I  aboold  bo 


yttf  nnjiut  I  don't  st  all  talce  it  ill  that  yon  ^mak  your  nntiment ;  it 
u  jvnr  aBntimnt  only  tiut  I  find  bed.  I  hare  feees  most  tgufpmaif 
deoeiTed  in  your  nairov  nndergtuidiiig." 

Thoogh  I  was  diiconoerted,  I  MideaToored  to  find  wrae  mitigaflan,  ia 
order  to  Mt  thingi  to  rights  again ;  bat  how  is  it  possible  to  appease  an 
incensed  author,  one  especially  who  has  been  aoouatomed  to  hear  himself 
prused?  "Bay  no  more,  my  child,"  said  he,  "you  are  yet  too  raw  to 
make  proper  distinctions.  Enow,  that  I  nevei  eemposed  t  better  hossi^ 
than  that  whioh  you  disappivve  ;  for  my  genios,  thank  hearen,  hatl^  as 
yet,  lost  nothing  of  its  Tigons.  Henceforth  I  will  make  a  better  olunoa  of 
•  oonfldant.  And  keep  one  of  greater  atHlity  than  yon.  Oo,"  added  Im, 
pDihing  me  by  the  shoulders  out  of  Ms  closet)  "  go  tell  my  treasarer  to 
give  yon  a  hundred  dnosts,  and  may  UesTdn  conduct  yon  with  that  smn. 
Adieu,  Ur.  GU  filu,  I  wish  yon  sll  manner  of  prosperity,  with  a  littie 


s^:^ 


tn     STXF    THAT    6IL     ILU    TOOK     AfTBB    TBI  ISCHBIBHOP  BAS  mSHUSKB 
HUf,      HIS     ACCISBIITtL     URXnKS     WITB     TBI      UOWIITI\TK,     TOO     BID 

nix    w    KUCB'  ouaniit   to    sat-    witb    ibi    aRiumoi  or  raa 

PKIEST. 


TRT  ont  of  the  olowt  cutaiiig  the  oaprioe, 

;  father  weaknen  of  the  aiohbishop,  and 

more  eoraged  agaioat  him  thui  afflioted  at 

i  the  Ion  of  his  favoor.     I  even  doubted  for 

r  some  time,   if  I  ahoald  go  aad  tonch  mj 

hnndred  ducata;  ba^  after  mature  delibe- 

ifttioD,    I   was   not    fool   enough    to  K&iae 

theta.      I    eouddered,     that    thia   money 

'  would  not    deprive    me   of   the    right    of 

ridiooling  the  prelate ;  in  which  I  waa  re- 

aolved  not  to   be  wanting,  aa  ofcen  as  hia 

homiliea  should  be  brought  apon  the  carpet,  in  my  preaenoe. 

I  went,  therefore,  and  demanded  the  hoadred  dncttta  of  the  ttwamrer, 
without  mentioning  a  ungle  word  of  what  had  happened  between  hia 
master  and  me ;  and  went  afterwarde  in  qneat  of  Helohior  de  la  Bonda,  to 
bid  him  an  eternal  adien.  He  loved  me  too  mnoh  to  be  inaennble  of  tay 
miafortune^  \riiioh  while  I  reoounted,  I  perceived  that  grief  wai  painted  on 
hie  ooontenanoe.  In  spite  of  aU  the  respect  he  owed  the  aruhbiahop,  he 
could  not  help  blaming  hia  behavionr.  But  at  I  ewore  in  my  rage  that 
the  prelate  ahoold  pajr  for  it,  and  that  I  would  make  the  whole  town 
merry  at  hia  expense,  the  sage  Helchior  said  to  me,  "Believe  me,  my 
dear  Gil  Bias,  yon  had  better  suppress  your  resentment  People  of  an 
inferior  rank  ought  always  to  respect  persons  of  quality,  whatever  oauae 
they  may  have  gives  them  to  complain.  There  are,  I  own,  some  very 
mean  noblemen,  who  Boaice  deoerve  the  least  consideration ;  bn^  as  they 
have  the  power  of  doing  mischi^  they  are  to  be  feared." 

I  thanked  the  old  valet  de  ohambre  for  hia  good  advioe,  iriuoh  I 
promised  to  obaerve.  "If  you  go,"  said  he,  "to  Uadrid,  yon  shall 
visit  Joseph  Navarro,  my  neijieir,  who  is  detk  of  the  kitchen  to  fiigoor 
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Don  Balthazar  de  Zuniga :  and,  I  dare  say,  a  young  man  worthy  of  your 
friendflhip,  frank»  brisk,  ol^ging,  and  forward  to  aerve  hia  frienda  t  I  wish 
that  he  and  you  may  beeome  acquainted."  I  anflwered»  that  I  would 
not  fail  to  wait  on  this  Joseph  Navarro^  on  niy  first  arrival  at  Madrid, 
whither  I  was  determined  to  go.  I  then  quitted  the  archbishop's  palace, 
with  an  intention  never  to  set  foot  in  it  again.  If  I  had  still  been  in  posses- 
sion of  my  horse,  I  should  have,  perhaps,  set  out  immediately  for  Teredo ; 
but  I  had  sold  him  while  I  was  in  favour,  believing  that  1  should  have  no 
farther  occasion  for  Us  service.  I  hired  a  furnished  room,  resolved  to 
stay  a  month  at  Grenada,  and  then  repair  to  the  Count  de  Polan. 

As  dinner-time  approached,  !  asked  of  my  landlady,  if  there  was  not  an 
eating-house  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  tAit  answering,  that  there  was 
an  excellent  one  a  few  steps  from  her  house,  where  there  was  very  good 
accommodation,  and  a  great  deal  of  good  company,  I  made  her  show  me 
the  place,  and  going  thither  a  little  after,  was  directed  into  a  large  hall, 
which  bore  some  resemblance  to  a  refectory.  Ten  or  twelve  persons  sat 
at  a  large  table  covered  with  a  dirty  cloth,  conversing  with  one  another, 
while  every  one  ate  his  own  little  portion.  My  mess  was  likewise  brought, 
which,  at  another  time,  would,  doubtless,  have  made  me  regret  the  table 
I  had  lost ;  but  I  was  then  so  much  piqued  against  the  archbishop,  that 
the  scanty  allowance  of  my  eating-house  seemed  preferable  to  the  good 
cheer  I  had  enjoyed  in  his  palace.  I  condemned  a  variety  of  dishes,  and 
arguing  like  the  doctor  of  Valladolid,  "  Unhappy  are  those,'*  said  I  to  myself, 
"  who  frequent  such  ^cniieious  tables,  where  one  must  continually  be  ou 
his  guard  against  aenaiMSty,  for  fear  of  overloading  his  stomach.  Can 
one  eat  too  little  I'*  In  my  ill-humour,  I  praised  those  very  aphorisms  I 
had  hitherto  very  much  neglected. 

While  I  dispatched  my  commons,  without  fear  of  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  temperance,  the  licentiate  Lewis  Grarcias,  now  become  vicar  of  Grabia, 
in  the  manner  already- related,  eame  into  the  hall.  He  no  sooner  perceived 
me  than  he  came  ranning  to  salute  me  with  the  \itmost  eagerness,  or 
rather  with  all  the  expressions  of  excessive  joy.  He  hugged  me  dose, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  undergo  a  very  long  compliment  on  the  service  I  had 
done  him.  He  fatigued  me  with  his  demonstrations  of  gratitude.  "  'Fore 
gad,  my  dear  patron,  since  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  you  here, 
we  shan't  part  without  a  glass;  but  as  there  is  no  good  wine  in  this 
eating-house,  I  will  carry  you,  if  you  please,  after  our  scanty  repast,  to  a 
place  where  I  will  treat  you  with  a  bottle  of  fine  dry  Lucena,  and  a  glass 
of  fine  Muscadine  of  Foncarrel.  We  must  certainly  commit  that  debauch. 
I  wish  I  had  the  happiness  of  enjoying  with  you  a  few  days  only,  at  my  par- 
sonage at  Gabia.  There  you  should  be  received  like  a  generous  MsBoenas* 
to  whom  I  owe  the  quiet  and  easy  life  I  lead." 
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While  h»  talked  to  me  in  this  manner,  his  allowanoe  was  aer?ed,  and 
he  went  to  work,  without  ceasiiig,  however,  to  entertain  me,  at  intervals^ 
with  something  whieh  he  thought  would  flattw  my  yanity.  I  laid  hold  of 
this  opportunity  to  speak  in  my  torn;  and  as  he  did  not  forget  to  inquire 
about  his  friend  the  steward,  I  made  no  mystery  of  my  leering  the  arch- 
bishop's service.  I  even  related  to  him  the  most  minute  circumstenoe  of 
my  dii^grace,  to  which  he  listened  with  great  attention.  After  what  he 
had  said  to  me,  who  would  not  have  ezpeotod  to  hear  him,  penetrated 
with  the  most  grateful  sorrow,  exclaim  against  the  archbiBhop?  But 
this  was  the  farthest  thing  from  his  thoughts.  He  grew  indifferent  and 
pensive,  finished  his  dinner  without  speaking  a  word,  then  rising  suddenly 
from  teble,  bid  me,  god  b'w'ye,  in  a  cool  manner,  and  disappeared.  The 
ungrateful  wretch  seeing  me  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  serve  him,  spared 
himself  even  the  trouble  of  concealing  his  sentiments.  I  laughed  at  his 
ingratitude,  and  looked  on  him  with  all  the  oonten^t  he  deserved ;  called 
to  him  aloud«  that  I  might  be  heard,  *' Holloa !  you  sage  chaplain  of  nuns, 
go  and  give  orders  to  cool  that  delicious  wine  of  Lucena,  with  whieh  yoa 
have  promised  to  regale  me." 


/" 
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1BCU8  wag  DO  Booner  ont  of  the  >ial1,  than 
two  well-dreflsed  oaTalian  came  in  and  aat 
down  bf  me ;  they  began  to  talk  of  iba 
playera  of  the  Orenada  company,  and  of  a 
new  comedy  whioh  was  then  on  the  stage, 
Thia  piece,  acoordiag  to  their  diacomee,' 
made  a  great  noise  in  the  city ;  and  I  re- 
■oWed  to  go  and  see  it  that  very  day ;  for  I 
had  not  been  at  a  play  ance  my  arriral  at 
Grenada.  As  I  bad  almost  all  the  time  liTed 
in  the  archbiahop'B  palace,  where  that  direr- 
aion  waa  anathematised,  I  had  taken  can  not  to  indulge  that  pleasure,  but 
amoaed  myself  entirely  with  my  master's  homilies. 

I  repaired,  therefore,  at  the  proper  time  to  the  play-hoaae,  where  X 
found  a  nnmerona  assembly  ;  overhead  all  around  me,  dissertations  on  the 
piece,  before  it  began,  and  observed  that  every  body  undertook  to  criticise 
it.  One  person  declared  himself  for,  another  against  the  performance. 
"  Was  there  ever  a  better  work  composed  i"  aaid  one  on  my  right.  "  What 
a  pitiful  style !"  cried  one  on  my  left  Truly,  if  there  are  a  good  many 
bad  authors,  it  must  be  allowed  there  are  still  a  greater  number  of  wretched 
critics :  and  when  I  consider  the  mortificatioua  that  dramatic  poets  mnst 
undergo,  I  am  astonished  that  there  are  any  so  bold  as  to  breve  the 
ignorance  of  the  multitude,  and  the  dangerous  censure  (^  witlings,  who 
■ometimea  corrupt  the  judgment  of  the  public. 

At  length  the  Gracioeo*  presented  himself  to  opes  the  scene.  He  waa 
saluted,  on  bis  first  appearance,  with  a  general  clap  ;  by  which  I  perceived 
that  he  waa  one  of  those  spoiled  actors,  in  whom  the  pit  pardons  eveiy 
thing.  And,  indeed,  this  player  did  not  speak  one  word,  nor  perform  ons 
gesture,  without  attracting  applause.  The  audience  made  him  too  seosibla 
•  The  fcTonrite  sctcr. 
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of  the  plMsnn  Qny  hMA  in  seeing  him  on  the  etage ;  and  he  sbined  lluir 
bYou  acoordingly.  I  {teronTed  Ui*t  he  Bometimes  forgot  hinuolf  in  thu 
middle  of  e  teeBei  aad  pat  thrir  prepoonHioa  in  hii  bdutlf  to  too  Kreie  » 
proof :  for  they  would  often  hare  dene  him  jnatioe,  hod  they  hiMOd  inateed 
of  extolling  him  to  the  akiee. 

There  vaa  likewiK  a  oUppisg  of  handa  at  the  appearanee  of  aome  other 
acton,  and  in  partionlar  of  on  actress,  who  performed  the  part  of  a  wutiog- 
woman ;  whom,  having  oonaidered  with  attention,  no  terms  can  expreaa  m  j 


surprise  when  I  recollected  in  her  the  person  of  Laura,  mj  Dear  Laon! 
whom  I  still  heliered  to  be  in  the  aervice  of  Araenia,  at  ICadrid.  I  oonld 
not  doubt  that  it  wae  she ;  her  ahape,  her  featnrea,  the  eonod  of  her  tmoo, 
every  thing  auored  me  thati  was  not  mistaken.  Nererthelesa,  as  if  I  had 
mistrusted  the  evidence  of  my  eyes  and  ears,  I  asked  her  name  of  a  oavalier, 
who  sat  by  me>  "  &ey  l"  said  he,  "  from  whenoe  oome  you?  It  aeems 
you  are  just  arrlTed,  aince  yen  don't  know  the  fair  Estella." 

The  resemblance  was  toe  perfect  for  me  to  be  deceived  by  this  dlsguiae, 
1  could  easily  conceive,  that  Laura,  when  she  changed  her  condition,  had 
also  altered  her  name ;  and  curious  to  know  her  aitnation,  for  the  pnblio 
is  generally  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  affiun  of  persons  in  her  aphere. 
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begged  to  know  of  the  same  man,  if  thk  Bstella  had  not  some  gallant  of 
hnportanoe.  He  answered  that  a  Portugoeae  nobleinan,  oalled  the  Marquis 
de  Marialva,  who  had  been  about  two  months  at  Grenada,  was  at  a  con- 
siderable expense  on  her  account.  He  might  have  told  me  a  great  desl 
more,  if  I  had  not  been  afraid  of  fatiguing  him  with  questions.  I  was  more 
.engrossed  by  the  news  which  this  cavalier  had  told  me,  than  by  the  re«> 
presentation  of  the  play ;  and  if  anybody  had  asked  me  the  subject  of  the 
piece,  when  I  came  out,  he  would  have  embarrassed  roe  not  a  little.  I  did 
nothing  but  muse  upon  Laura,  or  Estella,  and  firmly  resolved  to  go  and 
visit  her  next  day ;  though  I  was  not  without  anxiety  about  the  reception 
I  should  meet  with.  I  had  reason  to  believe,  that  the  sight  of  me  would 
not  yield  her  mMfa  pleasure  in  this  brilliant  situation  of  her  affairs ;  nay, 
I  imagined  that  such  a  good  actress,  in  order  to  revenge  herself  upon  one, 
with  whom  she  had  certainly  cause  to  he  dissatisfied,  would  probably  dis- 
claim his  acquaintance.  All  this  did  not  dissuade  me  from  my  design  of 
going.  After  a  slight  repast  (fat  such  only  my  eating-house  afforded,)  I 
went  home  to  my  lodging,  where  I  waited  impatiently  for  the  next  day. 

I  slept  little  that  night,  and  got  up  before  the  sun  ;  bat  as  I  conduded 
that  a  nobleman's  mistress  would  not  be  visible  so  eariy,  I  spent  three  or 
four  hours  in  dressing,  shaving,  powdering,  and  perfuming ;  resolving  to 
present  myself  before  her  in  such  a  condition  as  wovld  give  her  no  cause 
to  blush  at  seeing  me  again.  I  sallied  out  about  tea  o'clock,  and  repaired 
to  her  lodging,  to  which  I  received  a  direction  at  the  house  where  the 
players  lived.  She  possessed  the  chief  apartment  of  a  large  house ;  the 
door  of  which  being  opened  to  me  by  a  chambermaid,  I  told  her  that  I 
wanted  to  speak  with  dame  EsteUa.  The  maid  went  to  signify  my  desire, 
and  I  immediately  heard  her  mistress  pronounce,  with  a  loud  voice,  "  Who 
is  the  young  man  ?  What  does  he  want  ?  Let  him  come  in."  By  this  i 
concluded,  that  I  had  chosen  an  unseasonable  time  for  my  visit,  that  her 
Portuguese  lover  was  at  her  toilet,  and  that  her  reason  for  speaking  so  loud, 
was  to  ^rsaade  him  that  she  never  received  suspect^  messages.  My  con- 
jecture was  tiue ;  the  Marquis  de  Marialva  commonly  passed  the  morning 
in  her  company ;  and  I  expected  a  very  disagreeable  compliment,  when  this 
truly  original  actress,  seeing  me  appear,  nan  to  me  with  open  arms,  crying, 
**  Ah  !  my  dear  brother !  is  it  you  ?'*  And  with  these  words,  embraced  me 
aeveral  limes.  Then  turning  to  her  gallant,  "  My  lord,"  said  she,  **  pardon 
me  for  yielcling  to  the  force  of  blood  in  your  presence.  After  an  absence 
of  three  years,  I  cannot  behold  a  brother,  whom  I  tenderly  love,  without 
giving  him  some  marks  of  my  affection.  Well,  my  dear  Gil  Bias,"  con- 
tinued she,  addressing  me  anew,  "  teU  me  some  news  of  my  family ; 
what  condition  did  you  leave  it  ?" 


This  quMtion  eiiiban««ed  me  at  flnt ;  tmt  I  soon  disooTcred  Laan'i 
iutention,  uul  100011(11115  her  artifice,  answered  vith  an  sir  snited  to  the 
scene  we  had  to  act,  "Thank  Heaven,  sister,  onr  parent*  an  in  good 
heslth." — "  I  don't  doabt,"  she  replied,  "  that  you  are  astonished  to  find 
me  an  aotresa  at  Grenada ;  hat  do  not  condemn  me  nnheard.  Three  yean 
ago,  as  you  remeoiher,  my  £>ther  thought  he  had  settled  me  to  advantage, 


by  giving  me  in  raamage  to  Captain  Don  Autonio  Ccello,  who  (uunad  las 
£rom  the  Aeturias  to  Madrid,  where  he  was  born.  Six  months  after  our 
arrival  in  that  city,  having  had  an  afEsir  of  honour,  brought  upon  him  by 
his  own  violent  humour,  he  killed  a  cavalier,  who  had  tukea  it  in  hie  head 
tu  favour  me  with  some  attention.  Tbia  gentlemen  being  related  to 
persona  of  great  quality  and  credit,  my  husband,  who  had  no  interest,  fled 
into  Cutalonia,  with  all  the  money  and  jewels  he  could  find  in  the  house  ,■ 
embiirked  at  Barcelona,  crossed  into  Italy,  engaged  in  the  secvioe  of  the 
Venotianti,  and  at  bet  lost  his  life  in  the  Morea,  fighting  against  the  Turk*. 
In  the  mean  time,  ourlaadud  estate  was  confiscated,  and  I  had  but  a  very 
email  jointure  left.  What  could  I  do  in  sach  a  troubteaame  extremity  ?  J 
could  not  return  into  the  Aituria* :   for   what  purpose  go  thither  I  all 
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the  ooasolation  I  should  haye  received  from  my  family,  would  have  been 
no  more  than  sympathy  and  condolence.  On  the  other  hand,  I  had  been 
too  well  educated  to  be  capable  of  embracing  a  life  of  libertinism.  Upon 
what  determination  then  coolcTl  fix  ?  I  have  turned  actress  to  preserve  my 
character." 

« 

The  Marquis  de  Marialva»  who  lost  not  a  word  of  the  whole  discourse, 
implicitly  believed  every  syllable  of  what  Don  Antonio's  widow  was  pleased 
to  utter.  He  even  joined  in  the  conversation,  and  asked  if  I  was  in  any 
business  at  Grenada  or  elsewhere.  I  waa  in  some  doubt,  at  that  instant, 
whether  or  no  I  should  tell  a  lie ;  but  thinking  that  unnecessary,  I  spoke 
truth,  recounting  every  circumstance  of  my  entering  into,  and  quitting  the 
archbishop's  service ;  which  afforded  infinite  diversion  to  the  Portuguese 
nobleman.  It  is  true,  that  notwithstanding  my  promise  to  Melchior,  I 
made  myself  a  little  merry  at  the  expense  of  his  grace.  But  the  most 
diverting  part  of  the  scene  was,  that  Laura,  who  thought  I  invented  a  story 
in  imitation  of  her,  burst  out  into  loud  fits  of  laughter,  which  she  would 
have  probably  spared,  had  she  known  that  I  did  not  dissemble. 

Having  ended  my  narration,  which  I  finished  with  the  lodging  I  had 
hired,  word  was  brought  that  dinner  was  on  the  table.  Upon  which  I 
would  have  retired,  in  order  to  go  and  dine  at  my  eating-house ;  but  Laura, 
stopping  me,  said,  '*  What  do  you  mean,  brother  ?  you  shall  dine  with  me  ? 
and  I  won't  even  suffer  you  to  lire  any  longer  in  a  hired  room :  for  I  intend 
you  shall  both  eat  and  lodge  in  my  house.  Order  your  baggage  to  be 
brought  hither  this  evening :  I  have  a  bed  to  spare." 

The  Portuguese  nobleman,  who,  perhaps,  was  not  very  well  pleased  with 
this  hospitality,  addressing  himself  to  Laura,  said,  '*  No,  Estelhi,  you  have 
not  convenience  for  him  in  these  lodgings.  Your  brother  seems  to  be  a 
pretty  young  fellow :  and  the  advantage  he  has  in  being  so  dear  to  you, 
interests  me  in  his  favour,  I  will  take  him  into  my  service ;  he  shall  be 
nay  favourite  secretary,  and  chief  confidant.  Let  him  not  ful  to  come  and 
sleep  at  my  house  this  very  night ;  for  I  wiU  order  an  apartment  to  be  pre* 
pared  for  the  purpose.  I  will  allow  him  a  salary  of  four  hundred  ducats ; 
and  if,  in  the  sequel,  I  have  cause,  as  1  hope  I  shall,  to  be  satisfied  with 
hia  behaviour,  I  will  put  him  in  a  condition  to  console  himself  for  being  too 
smoere  with  the  archbishop." 

The  acknowledgements  which  I  made  to  the  Marquis  at  this  juncture 
were  followed  by  those  of  Lanra,  who  improved  upon  mine.  So  saying, 
be  saluW  hia  theatrical  princess,  and  went  away,  8he  led  me  immediately 
into  a  closet,  where  seemg  herself  alone  with  me,  **  I  should  burs^"  cried 
dw,  *'  if  I  waa  obliged  to  resist  any  longer  the  inclination  I  have  to  laugh." 
Then  throwing  herself  into  an  easy  chur,  and  holding  her  sides,  she  laughed 


immoderately,  ai  if  she  had  lt>«t  her  sensei.  I  found  it  impoirible  not 
to  fbUow  her  example,  and  when  wa  had  indulged  oanelvea  aoffloieatlj, 
"Confeaa,  Gil  Bias,"  aaid  she,  "that we  ha^e  aoted  a  pleaaant  faroe:  but 
I  did  not  expect  mch  a  eatartrophs ;  my  design  being  no  other  than  to 
proTide  for  you  a  table  and  lodging  in  my  house :  whioh,  that  I  might  offur 
iridi  decent.7,  I  made  thee  paia  for  my  brother.    I  am  rsTisbed  that  ouch 


a  good  port  haa  oecured  to  thee  t^  accident.  The  Harqtus  de  Harialn  is 
a  generous  nobleman,  who  will  even  exceed  his  promise  En  thy  farour. 
Another,"  added  she,  "raigbt  not,  perhaps,  hare  given  snok  ■  graciouB 
reception  to  one  who  quits  his  ftiends  without  bidding  tbein  farewell ;  bvt 
I  am  one  of  those  good  creatures,  who  cannot  help  seMng  again,  with 
pleasure,  a  rogoe  whom  they  had  once  lored."  I  eandidty  acknovledgvd 
myimpolit«  behavionr,  tot  which  I  asked  pardon,  She  then  oondnoted  me 
into  a  Tcry  handsome  dining-room,  where  we  sat  down  at  table,  and,  aa  a 
waiting  woman  and  lacquey  were  pment,  bAuTod  to  me  anotkar  like 
brother  and  sister. 

Having  dined,  we  mnt  boA  to  the  sane  oloatt,  wharf  wa  had  oon- 
Toraed  together  before.  There  my  inoompanble  Laura,  giving  a  loose  to 
all  her  natnral  gaiety,  demanded  an  aooount  of  all  my  ■dvuitDBee  Bnoa  oar 
separation.  I  msde  a  iaithful  reeitd  of  die  whole ;  and  when  I  had  grati- 
fied her  ourioeity,  she  gave  me  the  same  utisfnctien,  is  noonnting  Um 
fullowing  history  of  lureeH 


^gC 
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IV  going  to  niatn,  a>  BoccincUj^  u  I  ouit 
by  vhat  socident  I  embraced  tlie  profes* 
Bion  of  «  pbjw. 

Great  sfoita  tuppoDad  >Aef  joa  left  ma 
in  euch  aa  htmonnUe  manner.  Hy  mia- 
ireas  Anaala,  athu  tired  tksn  diaguited 
with  the  voiU,  lenmutead  tba  stage,  and 
earned  me  vith  bu  to  «  fine  estate  vhioh 

Jahe  liad  bongbt  neat  Zamon,  with  the 
prioe  of  ber  ttiraaa.  In  this  city  we  soon 
ooatraeted  as  "aoqnaintMee,  and  going 
thither  frequently,  to  pau  a  da;  or  two,  cams  back  again,  and  shnt  our- 
aelvea  np  in  onr  oaatle. 

In  one  of  these  small  journeys,  Son  Felix  Kaldoaada,  the  oorre^dor's 
only  son,  saw  me  by  accideidt  and  happening  to  de  pteaaed  with  my 
appeennoe,  sought  an  t^portmity  of  speaking  with  me  in  private,  which, 
that  I  may  conceal  nothing  from  thee,  I  own,  was  &oilitated  by  myself. 
He  was  a  cavalier  not  yet  twenty  yeers  old,  &ir  as  love  himself  &  Tcry 
pattern  in  shape,  and  atill  more  engaging,  by  his  gallant  and  generons 
behaviour,  than  by  his  peraon :  for  he  made  me  an  offer  of  a  large 
toillianl^  which  he  had  on  bia  finger,  with  such  a  good  grace,  and  pressing 
entreodes,  that  I  oould  not  for  my  booI  refase  it  I  did  not  pcmess  sach  an 
amiable  gallant  with  indiflerenoe.  But  what  madnesa  is  it  in  Abigails  to 
attach  thesuelvee  to  the  young  heirs  of  persons  in  auUiority !  His  father, 
file  most  severe  of  all  oortegldon^  infbrmed  of  our  intelligeno^  made  haste 
to  prevent  the  conseqnences  of  it^  and  ordered  ma  to  be  apprdiended  by  a 
troop  of  algcuils.  who  oairied  me,  regardless  of  my  cries,  to  the  hospital  of 


eompasaion,* 


There,  without  any  other  tona  or  prooea^  the  superior 
•  In  other  wordt,  tha  home  of  tturaotion. 


\ 


ordered  me  to  be  atripped  of  mj  zing  and  into,  atiA  clothed  irith  a  long 
gown  of  gre;  serge,  girded  about  me  vith  s  rttsp  of  black  leather,  from 
whence  a  roBBiy  of  large  beada  hang  down  to  my  heels.  This  being  per- 
formed, I  was  co:iducted  into  a  hall,  where  I  found  an  old  mouk,  of  aa 


order  I  did  not  know,  who  &11  a-presohing  penitence  to  me,  mnob  in  the 
same  manner  aa  dome  Leonardo  exhorted  tbee  to  patience  in  the  cavern. 
He  told  mo  that  I  was  very  much  obliged  to  those  who  eaoaed  me  to  bo 
ahut  ap  in  that  place,  fbr  they  had  done  me  infinite  eerrice,  in  reeening  ms 
from  the  HUies  of  the  deriL  I  will  frankly  own  my  ingratitude :  £*r  from 
thinking  mjself  beholden  to  those  who  had  done  me  the  good  offioe,  I 
loaded  them  vith  imprecationa. 
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'  l%ht  days  I  passed  in  affieiing  myself;  but  on  the  ninth  (for  I  counted 
the  veiy  minutes)  my  fate  seemed  to  bear  nnother  aspect :  crossing  a  small 
court  I  met  the  steward  of  our  house,  a  person  who  ruled  with  unlimited 
sway ;  the  superior  herself  was  under  his  command ;  and  he  rendered  an 
account  of  his  stewardship  to  none  but  the  corregidor,  on  whom  alone  he 
depended,  and  whose  entire  confidence  he  enjoyed.  His  name  was  Pedro 
Zendono ;  he  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Sellesdoui  in  Biscay,  being  a  tall 
pale,'  meagre  man,  whose  figure  would  haye  senred  as  an  excellent  pattern 
for  the  picture  of  a  rank  rogue.  He  scarce  seemed  to  look  at  the  sisters ; 
and,  in  short,  thou  never  sawest  such  an  hypocritical  face  although  thou 
bast  lived  in  an  archbishop's  palace. 

Well  then,  said  she,  I  met  this  Signor  Zendono,  who  stopped  me,  sajring, 
**  Daughter,  be  comforted ;  I  am  touched  with  your  misfortune.''  He  said 
no  more,  but  went  about  his  business,  leaving  me  to  make  what  commen- 
taries I  pleased  on  such  a  laconic  text.  As  I  believed  him  to  be  a  good 
man,  I  innocently  concluded  that  he  had  taken  the  trouble  of  examining 
into  the  cause  of  my  confinement,  and  finding  me  not  guilty  enough  to 
deserve  such  unworthy  treatment,  was  resolved  to  do  me  a  good  office  with 
the  corregidor.  I  was  little  acquainted  with  the  Biscayan,  who  had  quite 
other  intentions.  He  then  resolved  in  his  mind  the  scheme  of  a  journey, 
which  he  imparted  to  me  a  few  days  after.  '*  My  dear  Laura,''  said  he, 
"  I  am  so  much  affected  with  your  sufFerings  that  I  am  resolved  to  put  an 
end  to  them  immediately.  In  so  doing,  I  know  I  shall  embrace  my  own 
ruin ;  but  I  am  no  longer  master  of  myself.  I  intend  to  take  you  out  of 
prison  to-morrow,  and  conduct  you  in  person  to  Madrid ;  being  resolved 
to  sacrifice  every  thing  to  the  pleasure  of  being  your  deliverer." 

I  was  ready  to  swoon  with  joy  at  these  words  of  Zendono,  who  judging^ 
by  my  acknowledgments,  that  I  longed  for  nothing  so  much  as  liberty,  had 
the  impudence  to  carry  me  off  next  day,  in  sight  of  every  body,  by  the 
following  stratagem.  He  told  the  superior,  that  he  had  orders  to  bring  me 
to  the  corregidor,  who  was  at  a  pleasure-house  two  leagues  from  town ; 
and,  with  the  utmost  assurance,  made  me  get  into  a  post-chaise  with  him, 
drawn  by  two  good  mules  which  he  had  bought  for  that  purpose ;  and 
attended  by.no  other  servant  than  a  valet,  who  conducted  the  dudse,  and 
was  entirely  devoted  to  the  steward :  we  set  out,  not  for  Madrid,  as  I 
imagined,  but  towards  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  where  we  arrived,  before 
the  corregidor  of  Zamora  could  get  notice  of  our  flight,  and  send  the  beagles 
of  justice  in  pursuit  of  us. 

Before  we  entered  Braganza,  the  Biscayan  made  me  put  on  a  suit  of 
man's  clothes,  which  he  had  the  precaution  to  proride :  and  now  looking 
upon  me  as  fairly  embarked  with  him,  said  to  me,  at  the  inn  where  wt 
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lodged.  "  Pair  Launw  be  not  ^fleoded  w£k  ma  tar  hniupmg  f9a  into 
Portugal :  for  the  oorregidor  of  Zaaion  will  make  aeansh  Ibr  us  in  our 
natiye  ooontrj,  aa  two  criminala,  to  wiioin  Spain  ought  not  to  afford  a 
retreat.  But,"  added  he,  "we  can  shelter  ounelvea  from  hb  reaentment 
in  this  fordgn  kingdom,  although  it  be  at  ptesent  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Spanish  monaidij.  Here  we  shall,  at  least,  be  more  aeeore  than  in  our 
own  conntrf.  Follow,  therefore^  a  man  who  adores  jon;  and  let  us  aetlie 
at  Goimbra,  where  I  will  beconie  a  spy  for  the  holy  offioe^  and  under  tin 
shade  of  that  formidable  tribunal  our  days  w31  smooth^  g^de  in  eaaa  and 
pleasure/* 

Such  a  forward  proposal  gave  me  to  understand  that  I  had  to  do  with  a 
cavalier,  who  did  not  choose  to  redress  the  gricfancea  of  d^ma^Ja  merely 
for  the  glory  of  knight-errantry.  I  peroeiTed  that  he  depended  a  good 
deal  upon  my  gratitude^  and  still  more  upon  my  distress.  Naferthebas^ 
{hough  these  two  considerations  spoke  to  me  in  his  behaUl  I  rejected  hia 
pr(^x>sal  with  disdain.  It  is  true,  indeed,  I  had  two  strong  reasons  fm 
showing  myself  so  reserved;  I  disliked  his  person,  and  distrusted  hia 
circumstances.  But,  when  returning  to  the  charge^  he  offered  to  wed  m^ 
as  a  preliminary,  and  showed  me  that  his  stewardship  had  put  him  in  a 
condition  to  enjoy  himself  for  a  long  tim^  I  won't  deny  that  I  began  to 
listen  to  his  addresses.  I  was  dazzled  by  the  ^M  and  jewds  whidi  he 
spread  before  me,  and  found,  by  experience,  that  as  many  metamorphosea 
are  made  by  interest  as  by  love.  My  Biscayan  became,  gradually,  quite 
another  man  in  my  eyes ;  his  taU  withered  carcase  assumed  the  form  of  a 
ine  shape ;  his  pale  complexion  seemed  agreeably  lair ;  and  I  gave  a  finrour- 
able  appellation  to  his  hypocritical  look*  I  then  accepted  his  hand  without 
rdoetance,  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  which  he  called  to  witness  our  engage- 
ment. After  this,  he  suffered  no  contradiction  on  my  part ;  we  set  out 
again  on  our  travels ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  Goimbra  behdd  a  new  fionily 
within  its  walls. 

My  husband  purchased  for  me  some  handsome  clothes  adiq>ted  to  niy 
own  sex,  and  presented  me  with  several  diamonds,  among  vHiich  I  recollected 
that  of  Don  Felix  Maldonada.  This  discovery  was  sufificient  to  make  me 
oonoeive  how  all  the  jew[els  I  had  seen  were  acquired,  and  to  porsuade  me 
that  I  had  not  married  a  scrupulous  observer  of  the  eighth  artide  of  the 
decalogue.  But,  considering  myself  as  the  first  cause  of  his  dexterity,  I 
forgave  him  in  my  heart :  for  a  woman  will  excuse  even  the  bad  actions 
which  her  beauty  prompts  the  men  to  commit :  otherwise^  I  should  have 
thought  him  an  execrable  villain. 

I  was  pretty  well  satisfied  with  him  for  two  or  three  months,  during 
he  behaved  in  a  gallant  manner,  and  seemed  to  love  me  with  great 
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tendfmeu;  nereiiheles^  these  siftrkB  of  afiection  were  fidae  appesranoes ; 
for  the  rogne  cheated  me  at  hat.  One  momin^  on  my  letam  from  mas9» 
I  foand  nothing  at  home  hut  bare  walls ;  the  whole  furniture^  with  all  m j 
bi^y;ig^  was  carried  off:  Zendonob  and  his  fidthAil  valet,  had  taken  their 
measures  so  well»  that  in  less  than  an  hour  the  general  pillage  of  the  house 
had  been  begun  and  finished,  in  such  a  manner,  that  with  the  clothes  onlj 
^niiiGh  I  had  on  m  j  back,  and  the  nag  of  Don  Felix,  which  was  luckily  on 
my  finger,  I  saw  myself  abandoned  by  an  ungrateful  wretch,  like  another 
Ariadne.  But  I  assure  thee^  I  did  not  amnse  myself  with  making  elegies 
on  my  misfortunes ;  I  rather  thanked  Heaven  for  having  delivered  me  from 
such  a  wretch,  who  could  not  fiul,  soon  or  late,  to  ML  into  the  hands  <5f 
justice ;  and  looked  up<m  the  days  we  had  spent  together  as  so  much  lost 
time,  for  which  I  would  soon  make  myself  amends.  Had  I  been  desirous 
of  staying  in  Portugal,  and  attaching  myself  to  some  lady  of  fashion,  I 
should  not  have  wanted  a  place ;  but,  whether  I  loved  my  own  country,  or 
was  influenced  by  the  force  of  destiny,  which  prepared  a  bettS^  fortune  for 
me  here,  I  resolved  to  return  to  Spain ;  and  applying  to  a  jeweller,  who 
gave  me  ready  money  for  my  ring,  set  out  with  an  old  Spamsh  lady,  who 
was  going  in  a  chaise  to  Seville. 

This  person,  whose  name  was  Dorothea,  had  been  to  visit  one  of  her 
relations  settled  at  Coimbra,  and  was  on  her  return  to  Seville,  where  she 
lived.  There  was  such  a  sympathy  between  her  disposition  and  mine,  that 
we  became  friends  the  very  first  day  of  our  journey ;  and  our  mutual  affec- 
tion grew  so  strong  on  the  road,  that,  on  our  arrival,  the  lady  would  suffer 
me  to  lodge  no  where  but  iu  her  house.  I  had  no  cause  to  repent  of  my 
accpiaintance,  for  I  never  knew  a  woman  of  a  better  character ;  and  one 
might  still  perceive,  by  her  features,  and  the  sparkling  of  her  eyes,  that  in 
her  youth  many  a  guitar  had  been  thrummed  on  her  account ;  indeed,  she 
was  the  widow  of  several  noble  husbands,  and  lived  in  an  honourable 
manner  on  the  jointures  which  she  enjoyed. 

Among  other  excellent  qualities,  she  had  that  of  being  very  compassionate 
to  unfortunate  young  women.  When  I  imparted  to  her  my  own  story,  she 
entered  warmly  into  my  interests,  and  bestowed  a  thousand  curses  on  Zen- 
dono.  "  What  dogs  tliese  men  are !"  said  she,  in  a  tone  that  made  me 
guess  she  had  met  with  some  steward  in  her  way :  ''perfidious  wretches  1  I 
know  there  are  such  villains  in  the  world,  who  divert  themselves  in  deceiv- 
ing women.  What  I  am  pleased  at,  my  dear  child,"  added  she,  'Ms,  that 
according  to  your  relation,  you  are  no  longer  bound  to  that  perjured  Bis- 
cayan :  if  your  marriage  with  him  was  good  enough  to  secure  your  reputa- 
tion by  way  of  recompense,  it  is  idso  bad  enough  to  permit  you  to  contract  a 
better,  whenever  you  can  find  an  opportunity." 


I  want  abroad  erer;  d«7  vith  Dorothea,  either  to  cfanroli  or  to  Tint;  and 
this  htaag  the  way  to  tne«t  villi  some  adrentiire  aoon,  I  attraoted  ttw 
notioa  of  WTOTttl  oaTalien,  who,  in  order  to  sound  the  bariness,  made 
intereit  with  my  oid  landlady ;  bat  tome  had  not  wherewithal  to  make  a 
good  aetllemeot,  and  otben  Ten  atill  minora :  ao  that  I  had  not  the  leaat 


dedre  of  listening  to  aaj  of  them.  One  daj,  Dorothea  and  I  took  a  whim 
of  going  to  Me  a  play  at  HeTille ;  *  and,  npon  oonaulting  the  bill,  we  fuund 
that  the  plajen  intended  to  act  La  famoea  Comedia  el  Ambassador,  de  Simo,. 
composed  by  lie  Vega  Carpio. 

*  Ssrille,  litiuted  on  tha  GuKdal^uiTir,  fi  the  capital  of  "t-^-i""'* ;  ud,  una  to 
Uadrid,  the  rivlicBi  city  in  ipain.  It  «u  fbnnsrlj  the  ■ei.t  of  a  imiTenity,  u-chbiiDi^ 
uiquuitiMt,  and  mint  fio  snciNit,  that  over  one  or  thi  gat«a  it  tlu  fiiUuwing  ii^ 
■cnpttoa: 

"  Condidit  Alcidea,  renoTiTit  Juliui  or^m. 

Bcrtituit  Chrialo  Femandiu  tertiiu  luerea." 

iLndfOfemaAablBfoTCiuiontie^u  tobe  theaubjeot  of  thUdiitidii 

"  Qui  Bon  harialo  Sevilla, 

Nod  haTiita  maravUlL" 

Tht  tnuulatiou  of  which  the  reader  will  find,  oa  snoihsr  oooaaioa,  in  tlila  toIuih. 


61L  BLA8.  49)^ 

Among  the  actresses  who  iqppeared  on  the  stage,  I  discoreied  my  old- 
friend  Phenicia,  that  comely  merry  wench  whom  thou  hast  seen»  when  she  was 
waiting  maid  to  Florimonda,  and  with  whom  thou  hast  sometimes  sapped 
at  Arsenia's  house.  I  knew  that  she  had  not  been  in  Madrid  for  two  years 
before*  but  was  ignorant  of  her  being  an  actress.  Haying  an  eager  desire 
of  embracing  her,  I  found  the  piece  Tery  tedious :  but  this  might  be  the 
fault  of  the  actors,  who  played  either  too  ill,  or  too  well,  to  yield  me  amuse- 
ment ;  for  as  to  me,  who  am  a  merry  creature,  I  own  myself  as  much 
diverted  by  a  player  who  is  perfectly  ridiculous,  as  by  one  who  is  excellent 
in  his  way. 

At  lengthi^  the  moment  I  waited  for  being  arrired,  that  is,  the  end  of 
La  famosa  Oomedia^  my  widow  and  I  went  behind  the  scenes,  where  we 
pereeiyed  Phenicia  acting  the  coquette,  and  listening  with  affectation  to 
the  soft  warbling  of  a  young  bird,  which,  it  seems,  had  allowed  itself  to  be 
ensnared  by  her  declamation.  She  no  sooner  observed  me,  than  quitting 
her  admirer  with  a  courteous  air,  she  came  towards  me  with  open  arms, 
and  loaded  me  with  caresses.  We  expressed  our  mutual  joy  in  seeing 
one  another  again :  but  the  time  and  place  not  permitting  us  to  launch 
out  in  a  long  conyersation,  we  deferred  it  till  ^ext  day,  when  we  might 
discourse  together  more  fully  at  her  lodgings. 

The  itch  of  talking  is  one  of  the  most  eager  passions  of  women ;  I  could 
not  dose  an  eye  the  whole  night,  so  much  did  I  long  to  engage  Phenida, 
and  worry  her  with  questions  upon  questions.  God  knows,  I  was  not  lazy 
in  getting  up,  to  repair  to  her  lodgings,  according  to  the  direction  she  had 
given  me.  She  lived  with  the  whole  company  in  a  large  hired  house ; 
which  when  I  entered,  I  met  a  maid  servant,  who,  when  I  desired  her  to 
conduct  me  to  Phenicia' s  apartment,  showed  me  up  to  a  gallery,  on  one  side 
of  which  were  ten  or  twelve  small  chambers,  divided  from  one  another,  by 
partitions  of  deal  boards  only,  and  possessed  by  the  joyous  band.  My  guide 
knocked  at  a  door  which  Phenicia,  whose  tongue  itched  as  well  as  mine, 
came  and  opened.  Scarce  did  we  allow  ourselves  time  to  sit,  before  we 
b^;an  to  chatter.  We  had  a  severe  brush,  and  uttered  in  our  turns  so 
many  interrogations,  that  the  questions  and  replies  succeeded  one  another 
with  surprising  volubility. 

After  having  recounted  our  mutual  adventures,  and  redprocally  infomled 
ourselves  of  the  state  of  our  affairs,  Phenicia  asked  what  I  intended  to  do : 
I  answered,  that  I  was  resolved  (until  something  better  should  cast  up)  to 
enter  into  the  service  of  some  young  lady  of  quality.  "  0  iye,"  cried 
my  friend,  "  yon  joke  sure !  Is  it  possible,  my  dear,  that  thou  art  not  yet 
disgusted  with  servitude  T  Art  thou  not  tired  with  seeing  thyself  subjected 
to  motfaer^s  will,  and  humouring  the  caprices  of  a  mistress,  vrith  hearing 
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thyself  reproached ;  ana,  in  one  word,  with  being  a  ulave  ?  Why  wilt 
thoQ  not,  by  my  example,  embrace  a  theatrical  lilb?  Nothing  can  be 
moie  convenient  for  people  of  epirit,  who  have  neither  birth  nor  fortune  ; 
it  ie  a  ntoation  that  holds  the  middle  place  between  the  nobility  and 
oitisenB;  an  nnreatricted  condition,  free  of  that  decorum  which  la  so 
troublesome  to  society.  Our  revenues  are  paid  in  ready  cash  by  tiie  publiCv 
which  is  our  bank ;  we  live  in  continual  mirth,  and  spend  our  money  as  we 
get  it 

The  stage,*'  added  the,  *'  is  particularly  favourable  to  women :  while 
I  lived  with  Florimondo  (1  blush  at  the  remembrance  of  it)  I  was  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  Mstening  to  the  candle-snuffers  of  the  prince's  company ; 
not  one  man  (tf  ftahion  paid  the  least  attention  to  my  figure.  What  was 
the  cause  of  this  unimportance?  I  was  not  seen :  the  finest  picture  has 
not  its  effect  except  in  a  partictdar  light :  but  since  I  have  been  placed  on 
my  proper  pedestal,  that  is,  on  the  stage,  Heavens,  what  a  change  has 
happened !  I  see  at  my  heels  the  gayest  youths  of  all  the  towns  through 
which  we  pass.  An  actress,  therefore,  enjoys  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in 
her  occupation ;  if  she  is  prudent,  I  mean  if  she  favours  one  gallant  onlj 
at  a  time,  she  has  all  the  honour  imaginable  paid  to  her,  her  chastity  is 
applauded ;  and  when  she  changes  her  lover,  she  is  looked  upon  as  a  real 
widow  who  marries  a  second  husband  ;  nay,  if  a  widow  takes  a  third,  she 
is  spoken  of  with  contempt,  and  said  to  have  infringed  the  delicacy  of  her 
sex ;  whereas,  the  actress  seems  to  be  more  and  more  regarded,  in  prepor- 
tion  to  the  increase  of  her  admirers.  After  she  has  gone  through  a 
hundred  intrigues  she  is  still  a  moreel  for  a  lord." 

"  To  whom  do  you  talk  in  this  manner  ?"  said  I,  interrupting  her :  **  do 
you  think  I  am  ignorant  of  these  advantages  ?  I  have  often  reflected  on 
them,  and  they  do  but  too  much  flatter  the  imagination  of  such  a  girl  as  I : 
I  even  feel  an  inclination  for  the  stage ;  but  that  alone  is  not  sufficient » 
talent  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  have  none :  for  when  I  sometimes 
attempted  to  repeat  passages  of  plays  beibre  Arsenia,  she  always  found 
fiiult  with  my  performance ;  so  that  I  was  disgusted  at  the  profession." — 
"  Thou  art  easily  discouraged,"  replied  Phenicia ;  "  dost  thou  not  know  that 
theae  great  actresses  are  commonly  jealous  ?  They  are  afhdd  (in  spite  of 
all  their  vanity)  of  being  eclipsed.  In  shorty  I  won't  take  Arsenia's  word 
Ibr  thy  incapacity ;  for  she  was  certainly  insincere ;  nay,  I  assure  thee 
without  flattery,  that  thou  art  bom  for  the  stage ;  thou  hast  genius,  a  free 
and  graceftd  carriage,  a  sweet  voice,  a  good  chesty  and  withal  a  face !  Ah, 
baggage,  how  many  cavaliers  wilt  thou  charm,  if  l^ou  tamest  actress  I" 

She  plied  me  with  more  such  seducing  discourse,  and  made  me  pro- 
Bounoe  some  verses,  &at  she  might  judge  of  mv  capacity  for  acting ; 


l)ut  wben  Aa  Keard  me,  it  was  quito  another  case;  ihe  oTerwhelraed  in* 
with  appUuM,  and  preferred  me  to  all  the  aotKBaealaUudrid.  Aiwrthii, 
X  should  have  been  ioexoiuable  had  I  donhted  my  own  merit.    Aneau 


ktood  impwohed,  and  DOnTloted  of  mrj  and  innnoerity ;  and  I  oonld  not 
help  allowing  that  I  was  an  admiiable  robjeok  Two  aotora,  who  happened 
to  oome  in  at  that  instant,  and  before  whom  Phenida  obliged  me  to  repeat 
the  venes  which  I  had  already  redted  to  her,  were  seised  with  a  kind  of 
eoetaoy ;  from  which  they  no  aooner  rcoolleoted  themsetvea,  than  they  loaded 
me  with  praise.    In  good  eameit,  had  the  three  wagered  with  me  another 


418  BOOK  VII.-*CBAP.  YIU 

which  of  them  should  iqppland  me  most,  thqr  could  not  haf  c  employed 
more  hyperbolical  expressums.  My  modes^  was  not  proof  against  such 
culogiums;  I  began  to  befierre  myself  c^  some  Tslne:  andthnsmythou^ts 
were  turned  towards  the  stage. 

''Come  on  then,  my  dear/'  said  I  to  Fhenieia»  ^*  the  affiur  is  determined: 
I  will  follow  thy  advice,  and-  enter  into  the  company,  provided  they  think 
well  of  it."  My  friend,  transported  with  joy  at  these  wcwds,  hugged  me  in 
her  arms ;  and  her  two  comrades  seemed  no  less  delighted  to  find  in  me  these 
sentiments.  We  agreed,  that  next  day  I  should  repair  to  the  theatre  in  the 
morning,  and  before  the  whole  compai^  assembled  show  the  same  sample 
of  my  talent  that  I  had  exhibited  to  them.  If  I  had  acquired  the  good 
opinion  of  those  who  were  at  Phenicia's  lodgii^s,  all  the  actors  judged  of 
me  still  more  fayourably,  when  I  had  pronounced  about  twenty  rerses  in 
their  presence.  They  received  me  very  willingly  into  their  company :  and 
then  I  was  wholly  engrossed  by  my  first  appearance^  which,  that  I  mi^l 
render  as  gay  as  possible,  I  employed  upon  it  all  the  money  that  remained 
from  the  sale  of  my  ring ;  and  though  I  had  not  enough  to  make  a  superb 
figure,  I  at  least  found  means  to  sijqpply  the  nant  of  magmfioence,  by  a  gen- 
teel taste  in  my  dress. 

At  length  I  appeared  on  the  stagey  for  the  first  time;  and  then,  what 
Sundering  applause,  what  eulc^um  was  I  fiitvotured  with !  It  is  downright 
modesty,  my  friend,  to  say  simply  that  I  ravished  the  audience;  one  must 
have  been  witness  of  the  noise  I  oaadie  at  Seville,  to  bdiieveit.  I  became  the 
discourse  of  the  whole  city,  which,  during  three  weeks>  came  in  crowds  to 
the  play-house  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  company,  by  this  novelty,  recalled 
the  public,  whidi  had  begun  to  desert  Uiem.  I  bcgMa  then  in  a  manner 
that  charmed  every  body ;  and  this  was  the  same  iMag  aa  if  I  had  adverti* 
sed  myself  to  be  let  to  the  highest  bidder.  Twenty  cavaliers^  of  all  ages, 
outvied  one  another,  in  their  proffers  to  me ;  and  if  I  had  followed  my 
own  inclination,  I  would  have  chosen  him  who  was  young  and  handsome ; 
but  people  of  our  stamp  ought  to  consult  nothing  but  their  interest  and  am- 
bition, when  a  settlement  is  depending.  For  this  reason,  Don  Ambrosio  de 
Nisana,  a  man  already  old  and  ugly,  but  rich,  generous,  and  one  of  the 
most  powerfiil  noblemen  of  Andalusia,  had  the  preference.  True,  indeed,  I 
had  made  him  purdiase  my  favours  at  a  good  price ;  he  hired  for  me  a 
grand  house,  which  he  furnished  in  a  very  magoifioent  maonei^  gave  me  an 
expert  cook,  two  lacquies,  a  chambermaid,  and  a  thousand  ducats  for  my 
monthly  expense,  over  and  above  rich  dothes,  and  a  pretty  large  quantity 
of  jewels. 

What  a  change  was  this  in  my  fortune  I  My  reason  could  not  seaport  itij 
I  appeared  to  myself  all  of  a  sudden  quite  another  person;  and  I  am  not 
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•urpiuedttluit  ilihfire  ire  gifts  (wbo  iarget  in  a  litde  time  tbe  mettnneBS  aai 
BDsery  from  ndnsh  they  are  reaeoed  bylihe  capiice  of  a  man  of  qiulity.  I 
mSl  nudceiAsiDcefecoi^essioxi :  the  applnnae  of  the  public  the  flattering 
diacourae^duit  I  heard  from  aU  qi]Arte]nB«Bad  therpasnonof  Don  Ambrosu^ 
inapived  me  ^di  sentimenta  of  vanity  that  amoiuitedto  mi^  .eortravnganoe. 
I  considered  my  talent  as  a  noble  title;  I  assumed  the  airs  of  a  womm  of 
qoality;  and  beeomis^  as  oovetons  as  I  had  faefbre  kefixk  (prodigal  of  {my 
wniles,  nsolved  to  limit  my  prospects  to  dnhe^i  eonniJi,  And  mapfluiawii 
•only. 

Signer  de  Jfinana  came  to  sup  at  my  hooaeievery'eimiig'^bisop^faf 
Ins  friends ;  and  I,  on  my  side,  took  tUHne  tO:invgMie  the  »H>at<fngaging  of 
our  aotBosoco,  so  that  we  commonly  apend;  Che  (best  paft  df  the  night  in 
drinking  «Bd  raiJdng  merry,  i  accommodated  fnyfidf  nighty  well  to  ancb 
an  agreeaUe  life,  which,  however,  lasted  :but  ai^:  m^^^.  Noblemen  are 
apt  to  cfamge,  otherwise  i&key  jwofold  be  too  amiaUe^  f^  iUnbroaio  fqrsook 
me,  for  n  conquest  he  .had  made  of  a  young  injeatmneifh^m^Qmnada,  who 
bad  anived  at  Seville  with  aomeishainns,  and  Ae  talent  of  dispoaing  ihem 
to  Ihe  best  advantage*  My  affliction  «t  his  ineonstanoy  did  not  If^  .how- 
•ever,  longer  than  foumand*twenty  ^houm.  I  diose  in  his  room  a  oavalitf 
•of^two'^nd-twenty,  oaUed  Don  Lewis  d'Alcaoer,  to  whom  in  point  ^person 
few  'Spaniards  conid  ibe  compared.  Thou  wik»  doubtless,  askt  and  thou 
"hast 'reason  ao  ito  do,  why  I.iooksuch  a  young  nobleman  for  my  gallant* 
when  I  knew  the  consequences  of  such  a  choioe.  But,  besides  that  Don 
•Lewis  bflvd  ndtber  rfiither  nor  mother,  and  idready  enjoyed  his  estate  I  must 
fteU.lhee,  ihst  flEoaefeonaequenoes  are  not  to  be'dreadedbut  by  .girls  of  a  ser- 
vile conditiun,  or  iijnhaqppy  she*jadventuren.  Women  -of  our<pro&8sion  are 
privileged  persons,  sad  not  at  all  answerable  for  the  effects  that  our 
channs  produoe.  jfennuch  the  worse  for  those  fiimilies  whose  heirs  we 
'pfflage. 

Aloaoernndl  attached  ourselves  so  strongly  ito  rone 'another,  that  no 
-mutud  passion,  I  believe,  ^evoTiequalled-that'with  /wbaoh  we  weie  inflamed. 
We  loved  withso  muoh  fory,  tfaationerwonld  haiBthoogbt  we  weee  botiii 
enchanted:  mid those-whoworemiMipaiDtedwUhourjeonmipondenoe believed 
<ns  the  most  happ7  lovers  m-tfaefwofld;  though  teewene,  on  maHt^,  the  most 
^nuserable.  If  f)on  'Lewis  diad^a  person  Jdtogether  wwiabhs  he  was  at  the 
'same 'time  so  jealous,  ^hat<b»«ffiiotedimeiiKes8Hn%^th  unjust  suspicions. 
It  was  in  vain  for  me  to  «ceommodatemysdfto(tiiis. weakness,  to  constrain 
inj^lf  so  far  .as  iK>t  to  look  upon  a  man.  fiia  d]Btrust,.ingenioQS  in  finding 
ont  crimes  to  lay  to  'ni^ehaige,  iTvndered  .my  oaufcian  jdtogeiher  useless. 
"Our  most  tender  momento  were  aWofB  distmbid  byiquaittls  which  it  waa 
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impossaible  to  endnre.  Both  of  us  lost  oar  patienoe,  and  we  broke  ia  a 
fiiendlj  maimer.  Wouldst  thou  bdiere  it?  we  looked  upon  the  U^t  daj 
as  the  most  charming  of  our  commerce.  Equally  fatigued  with  the  troubles 
we  had  undergone,  we  expressed  the  utmost  joy  in  our  mutual  adieu.  We 
were  like  two  nuaerable  captives,  who,  after  a  rude  slavery,  at  last  recover 
their  freedom. 

Since  that  adventure,  I  am  always  on  my  guard  against  love^  I  will  no 
more  contract  attachments  that  may  disturb  my  repose :  it  does  not  beoome 
those  of  our  profession  to  sigh  like'  other  people ;  and  we  ought  not  to 
entertain  in  private  a  passion,  the  ridicule  of  which  we  represent  in  public 

About  this  time,  I  afforded  some  employment  to  fame,  which  reported 
•very  where  that  I  was  an  inimitable  actress.  On  the  assurance  of  this 
goddess^  thepUyersoCGienadft  wrote  to  me,  proposing  that  I  shonld  enter 
into  their  company ;  and,  to  let  me  know  that  the  proposal  was  not  to  be 
rejected,  sent  me  an  account  of  their  daily  expense,  and  the  terms  of  their 
offer :  from  which  I  concluded,  that  it  would  be  for  my  interest  to  comply. 
I  accepted  it,  therefore ;  though,  at  bottom,  I  was  grieved  at  parting  from 
Fhenicia  and  Dorothea,  whom  I  loved  as  one  woman  is  capable  of  loving 
others  of  her  sex.  I  left  the  first  busy  in  melting  the  plate  of  a  little  mer- 
chant goldsmith,  who,  out  of  vanity,  would  have  an  actress  for  his  mis- 
tress. I  forgot  to  tell  thee,  that  when  I  devoted  myself  to  the  stage,  I 
changed,  through  whim,  my  name  from  Laura  into  that  of  Estella,  under 
which  appellation  I  set  out  for  Grenada. 

Here  my  first  appearance  v^as  no  less  lucky  than  at  Seville,  and  I  saw 
myself  at  once  surrounded  by  admirers :  but  beiog  resolved  to  £itvour  none 
except  in  an  honourable  vray,  I  behaved  to  them  with  wS  much  reserve,  that 
they  were  blinded  by  my  affected  modesty.  Nevertheless,  that  I  would 
not  be  the  dupe  of  a  conduct  that  might  be  of  no  service,  and  which  indeed 
was  not  natural  to  me,  I  veaa  going  to  listen  to  a  young  judge  of  the  dtizen 
race^  who  assumed  the  nobleman  by  virtue  of  his  office,  a  sumptuous  tables 
and  rich  equipage,  when  I  saw,  for  the  first  time,  the  Marquis  de  Marialva* 
This  Portuguese  lord,  who  travels  through  Spain  out  of  curiosity,  stopped, 
on  his  way,  at  Grenada;  and  conung  to  the  play  one  night  when  I  did  not 
act,  considered  vrith  great  attention  the  actresses  who  presented  themselves, 
and  found  one  to  his  liking.  He  made  an  acquaintance  with  her  the  very 
next  day,  and  was  ready  to  conclude  the  bargain,  when  I  appeared  on  the 
stage.  My  figure,  and  the  ain  I  gave  myself,  turned  the  weathercock  all 
of  a  sudden ;  and  my  Portuguese  attached  himself  to  me  only.  To  confess 
the  truth,  as  1  was  not  ignorant  that  my  comrade  had  pleased  that  noble* 
man,  I  spared  nothing  to  deprive  her  of  her  conquest  i  and  I  had  the  good 


forbme  to  aceompliah  it.  I  know  fhat  ahe  bean  me  a  grange  for  my  sto- 
ceM,  but  I  oonld  not  help  doing  it :  and  >he  onglit  to  oonaider  it  ia  a  thing 
go  natural  to  women,  that  the  beat  frienda  make  no  wrnple  ef  practiung  it 
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Cr^^*^'^   '^■jTTj   *'''^''  ""  "''^  sotreii,  who  lived  in  the  nsigh- 
^  ^      s}  ci    '''•'"''"''^f  <*n>8  to  t"ko  her  up  in  her  w»y 

^  1 1^  to  the-  playhouse,    Thia  veaermble  itage  h»- 
4./,«J&  loiae  would  hare  heen  very  prnpor  ferplaj- 
higihe  p«rt  of  the  goddew  Ootys.    Hy 
t  aUter  did  not  fail  to  present  her  brother  to 
this  iupecansusted  figure;  upon  which  a 
gTMt  many  oomplimBats   pawed  oq  both 

1  left  them  together,  telling  the  steward's  widow  that  I  would  rejoiu  her 
at  the  theatre,  aa  soon  as  I  had  ordered  my  baggage  to  be  oaniad  to  the 
Harquis  do  Mairalra's  house,  to  which  ihe  gave  me  a  dieeodon.  I  went 
immediately  to  my  owa  room ;  from  wbenoe,  after  having  satisfied  my 
Inndlady,  I  /epaired  with  a  man  who  carried  my  portmantean  to  a  large 
furnished  house  where  my  new  master  lodged.  I  met  at  the  door  hi> 
steward,  who  asked  me  if  I  was  not  dame  Eatella's  brother :  and  upon  my 
answering  in  the  affirmative,  said,  "  Signor  cavalier,  you  are  very  welcome : 
the  Ifarquis  of  Uarialva,  whose  atoward  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  has  or- 
dered me  to  give  you  a  handsoms  reception.  There  is  a  chamber  prepared 
for  you ;  to  which,  if  you  please,  I  shall  show  the  way."  So  saying,  ha 
carried  me  to  the  top  of  the  house,  and  showed  me  into  a  chamber  eo  small, 
that  a  very  narrow  bed,  a  chest,  and  two  chairs  qnite  filled  it.  This  was 
my  apartment  "  Ton  wont  be  very  much  at  large  in  this  place,"  said  my 
guide ;  but  to  make  you  amends,  yon  shall  be  lodged  in  a  superb  manner 
at  Lisbon."  I  locked  my  portmanteau  in  my  chest,  put  the  key  in  my  pocket, 
and  asked  at  what  hoar  thsy  supped.  It  was  answered  that  the  Portu^juese 
nobleman  kept  no  table  at  homo,  bat  gave  a  oertsln  monthly  sum  to  eaoh 


Aomeitio  fbr  hu  board.  I  pvtothtrqnMtMivfoIuni,  andleanwd  tluit  tli» 
people  belonging  to  the  marqnu  wan  n  panel  ti  bappjr  sloggarda.  After 
a  ihort  oonTereatioii,  I  left  tbe  iteirBrd  to  g«  in  qosat  of  Laura,  agreoablf 
ODgniMed  with  the  preaaga  I  had  ooaceiTed  of  mjF  sew  plaoe. 

Ai  Boon  as  I  amTod  at  the  plaj-honw  door,  and  told  that  I  was  Estella'a 
brother  I  waa  inimediatoly  admitted.  You  might  have  leen  the  gnards  aa 
eager  in  maloDg  a  paasage  for  me,  as  if  I  had  been  one  of  the  moit  oonn- 
defable  uoblemaii  of  Grenada.  All  the  aerranta  and  door-keepers  whom  I 
met  made  me  profound  bews.    But  what  I  wish  I  oould  paint  to  tba  leader. 


vw  my  ierio-oomioal  noeptiou  behind  the  •ooiea,  when  I  firand  the  oon- 
■pnj  all  drMsed,  and  rsMiy  to  begin.  Hie  Mton  and  aotreflses,  to  whom 
-Ima*  p«saBt9d  me,  pound  upon  mt  ia  dwala.    Ths  men  onrwkelmeA 
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ihe  ivith  embraces ;  and  the  women,  in  their  tarns,  lipplying  their  painted 
fiuxs  to  mine,  covered  it  with  white  and  red.  Each  desirous  of  being  the 
first  to  make  their  compliment,  they  spoke  all  together :  it  was  impossible  for 
me  alone  to  answer ;  but  my  sister  came  to  my  assistance,  and  her  indefatt* 
gable  tongue  did  not  leave  me  in  debt  to  any  one. 

The  embraces  of  the  actors  and  actresses  did  not  suffice ;  for  I  was  also 
obliged  to  undergo  the  civilities  of  the  scene-painter,  the  musicians,  prompter, 
candle-snuffer,  and  his  deputy ;  in  short,  of  all  the  servants  of  the  theatre, 
who,  on  the  report  of  my  arrival,  came  running  to  behold  me.  One  would 
have  thought  that  all  these  people  were  foundlings,  who  had  never  seen  a 
brother  before* 

yemwLile^  Ite  perfiiimaupB  began;  and  some  gentlemen,  who  were 
behind  the  scenes,  ran  to  their  places :  while  I,  like  a  duld  of  the  house, 
continued  to  converse  with  those  of  the  actors  who  were  not  on  ftxt  ^t^ge. 
Among  these,  I  heard  one  called  Melchior :  I  was  struck  with  the  name : 
I  considered  with  attention  the  person  who  bore  it,  and  imagined  I  hftd 
seen  him  somewhere.  I  at  length  recollected  him  to  be  Meldiior  2i8pata, 
that  poor  stroller,  who,  as  I  observed  in  the  first  part  of  my  history,  soaked 
crusts  of  bread  in  a  spring. 

Taking  him  aside  accordu^ly,  "  I  am  mistaken,"  said  I,  "  if  you  are 
not  that  Signor  Melchior,  with  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  breakfast  one 
day,  at  the  side  of  a  clear  spring  between  Valladolid  and  Segovia.  I  was 
in  company  with  a  journeyman  barber ;  we  had  some  provisions  in  a  knap- 
sack, which  being  joined  to  yours,  made  up  a  pretty  little  repast,  which  was 
seasoned  with  a  thousand  agreeable  sallies."  Zapata  having  mused  some 
minutes,  answered,  ''  You  mention  a  circumstance  which  I  recall  without 
difficulty ;  I  was  then  returning  to  Zamora,  from  having  made  an  unsuccess- 
full  attempt  on  the  stage  at  Madrid ;  I  remember  too,  that  I  was  in  veiy 
bad  circumstances." — "I  remember  the  same  thing,"  said  I,  "by  this 
token,  that  you  wore  a  jacket  lined  with  play-bills.  You  see  I  have  not 
forgot  it,  no  more  than  that  you  complained  at  that  time  of  having  too 
chaste  a  wife." — "Oh!  I  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  that  at  present," 
said  Zapata  with  precipitation,  "  egad !  my  gossip  is  very  much  reformed 
in  that  particular,  and  therefore  my  jacket  is  better  lined  than  formerly." 

I  was  going  to  congratulate  him  on  his  wife's  reformation,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  me,  in  order  to  appear  upon  the  stage.  Curious  to  know 
his  spouse,  I  made  up  to  an  actor,  and  desired  he  would  shew  her  to  me. 
This  he  did ;  saying,  "  There  she  is :  that  is  Narcissa,  the  handsomest  of 
our  ladies,  your  sbter  excepted."  I  immediately  concluded,  that  this 
actress  must  be  she  in  favour  of  whom  the  Marquis  de  Marialva  had 
declared  himself,  before  he  had  seen  Estella;  and  my  Conjecture  was  bu^ 


too  fme.  Whan  tiis  pUjr  wu  over,  I  ooodnoUd  Laura  to  het  lodging, 
trhen  I  peroeirad  HTsnl^oooka  preparing  a  griutd  entortainmeat.  "  Thott 
majeet  rap  here,"  aaid  ahe.  "  I  wont  iadeed,"  aud  I ;  "the  marquu, 
perb^a,  viU  ohooae  to  be  alone  viib  jo\i." — "  0 !  aot  at  all,"  the  replied, 
<■  ha  ia  to  be  here  with  two  of  hia  frienda  and  oae  of  our  geaOemea ;  and 
it  ia  ia  thy  om  option  to  make  a  aixth.  Then  kooveat  that,  in  the  honaa 
t>t  aotreaiea,  leoretariea  hare  the  priril^^  of  eatiag  with  their  maatera. " 
"  True,"  aaid  I,  "  bat  it  wonld  be  a  little  too  earlj  for  me  to  put  mTwlf  on 
the  footing  of  a  farourite  aeoretar;  :  I  muat  fine  eajoy  his  ooa&denoe,  btifon 
I  can  merit  that  honourable  privil^e."  So  laying,  I  left  her,  and  repaired  to 
njeating-hoQae,  whioh  I  intended  to  frequent  erery  day,  linoe  my  niaator 
k^t  no  table  at  home. 


0B9iKTEi>  in  the  ball  a  kind  of  old  moak, 
clothed  io  ooane  grej  clotb,  who  waa  at 
■upper  all  alone  in  a  corner.  Bitting  down, 
out  of  carioaitj,  joat  opposite  to  him,  I 
aalnted  him  very  civilly,  and  he  thowod  him- 
self no  les*  polite.  Uy  pittance  being 
brought,  I  began  to  dispatch  it  vith  a  good 
deal  of  appetite ;  and  while  I  al«  in  silence, 
I  frequently  looked  at  this  person,  whoM 
eyes  1  always  found  fixed  nn  mine.  Fatigued 
with  his  slubborn  perseTersnce  in  looking  at  me,  I  addressed  him  in  then 
words :  "  Father,  have  we  seen  one  another  before  ?  Tou  obserre  me 
as  if  I  was  not  altogether  unknown  to  yon." 

He  answered  with  great  gravity,  "  Uy  reason  for  flziag  my  eyes  upon 
you  is  to  admire  the  prodigions  variety  of  adventures  which  are  ma^ed 
in  the  features  of  your  face," — "I  see,"  said  I,  with  an  air  of  raillery,  "that 
your  reverence  deals  in  netoposcopy." — "  I  may  boast  of  pocsesung  that 
art,"  replied  the  monk,  "  and  of  having  made  presages,  which  have  been 
verified  by  the  event.  I  am  aim  skilled  in  chiromancy,  and  will  venture  to 
Buy,  that  my  orades  are  infuliible,  when  J  have  oompdred  the  inapeotion  of 
the  band  with  that  of  the  face." 

Although  this  oldmanfaadall  iho  appearance  of  a  wise  penou,  I  thought 
him  so  foolish  that  I  could  not  help  laughing  in  hia  &ce.  Instead  of 
being  offended,  he  smiled  at  my  impoliteness,  and  continued  speaking  in 
these  words,  after  having  cast  hu  eyes  Toand  the  hall,  to  be  ajwured  that 
nobody  listened :  '*  I  am  not  surprised  to  see  you  so  piejudioed  against 
two  sciences  which  are  looked  upon  as  frivolous  in  this  age.  Ibe  long  and 
painful  study  which  they  demand  discouragts  all  the  learned  men,  who 
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tenouDce  and  deer>  thens»  out  of  despair  of  acquiring  them.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  not  discouraged  by  the  obscurity  in  which  they  are  8hroi|ded« 
to  more  than  by  the  difficolties  which  incessantly  occur  in  the  se^<^  of 
fhemical  secrets,  and  in  the  wonderful  art  of  transmuting  metals  into  gold. 

"  But  I  don*t  consider/'  added  he,  recoUecting  himself,  "  that  I  speak 
•o  a  young  cavalier,  to  whom  my  discourse  must  in  effect  appear  quite 
Numerical.  A  sample  of  my  skill  wiH  dispose  you  much  better  than  all  I 
fan  say,  to  judge  more  favourably  of  my  art."  With  these  words,  he 
took  out  of  his  pocket  a  phial  fiill  of  red  liquor,  and  then  said :  "  Here 
is  an  elixir  which  I  composed  this  morning  of  the  juice  of  certain  plants 
distilled  in  an  alembic:  for  I  have  employed  almost  all  my  life,  like 
Democritus,  in  finding  out  the  properties  of  minerals  and  simples.  You 
shall  see  its  virtue  put  to  the  proof.  The  wine  which  we  now  drink  at 
supper,  though  it  is  execrable,  shall  become  excellent."  So  saying,  he 
put  into  my  bottle  two  drops  of  his  elixir,  which  rendered  my  wine  more 
delidons  than  the  best  that  is  drunk  in  Spain. 

The  marvellous  strikes  the  imagination ;  and  when  once  that  is  gained, 
the  judgment  is  no  longer  used.  Charmed  with  such  a  fine  secret,  and 
persuaded  that  he  must  be  more  than  the  devil  who  pould  find  it  out,  I 
cried,  in  a  transport  of  admiration,  "O,  father!  pray  pardon  me,  if  I 
took  you  at  first  for  an  old  fool ;  I  now  do  justice  to  your  capacity,  and 
need  no  more  than  I  have  seen  to  be  assured  that  you  could,  if  you 
pleased,  convert  in  an  instant,  a  bar  of  iron  into  an  ingot  of  gold.  How 
happy  should  I  be,  coiild  I  possess  such  an  admirable  science!" — "Heaven 
preserve  you  from  such  an  acquisition,"  said  the  old  man,  interrupting  me 
with  a  profound  sigh.  "  You  don't  know,  my  son,  what  a  fatal  secret  you 
wish  for.  Instead  of  envying,  rather  pity  me,  for  having  bestowed  so 
much  pains  to  make  myself  unhappy.  I  live  in  continual  disquiet.  I 
am  afraid  of  bdng  discovered,  and  that  my  labours  will  be  rewarded  with 
peipetual  imprisonment.  In  this  apprehension  I  lead  a  wandering  life, 
diaguifled  sometimes  like  a  priest  or  monk,  and  sometimes  Uke  a  peasant 
or  cavalier.  Is  it  then  an  advantage  to  know  how  to  make  gold  at  that 
price  7  And  are  not  riches  a  real  punishment  for  those  persons  who  cannot 
enjoy  them  in  tranquillity  ?  " 

This  discourse  seeming  to  me  very  sensible,  I  said  to  the  sage,  '*  There 
is  nothing  like  a  quiet  life ;  you  give  me  a  disgust  to  the  phibsopher's 
atone ;  and  I  will  be  contented  with  learning  of  you  the  future  events  of 
my  Kfe." — "With  all  my  heart,  child,"  answered  he;  "I  have  ah^ady 
made  my  remarks  on  your  features:  let  us  now  see  your  hand."  I 
presented  it  to  him  with  a  confidence  that  wiU  not  do  me  much  honour  in 
the  opinion  of  some  readers:  and  he  having  examined  it  with  great 


KttMituti,  ozcUinad,  in  a  fit  of  eiitbiutaBin,  "  Ah !  what 
grief  to  joj*,  Bad  from  joj  to  grief!  Wliaf  —■>-!"""-  -"- 
ftwtoBM  and  pwwpwiy  i    But  yon  hare  air 


trann&nia  bom 
at  aif 


flf  thoM  TioWtndM.  Ton  hare  not  a  great  many  more  affliotiolU  t9 
undergo ;  and  a  nobleman  will  ooofer  npon  yon  an  agr«eablo  dsatiny,  not 
■object  to  change."  After  having  asanred  me  tiiat  X  might  depend  on 
this  prediction,  be  bade  me  farewell,  and  went  oat  of  the  eating  hona^ 
karing  me  quite  engroaied  with  the  tiuoga  whieh  I  had  heard.  I  did  not 
at  all  donht  that  the  Uarqnia  de  U arialTa  woa  the  nobleman  in  qneBti<m  ( 
and  of  consequence  nothing  seemed  mote  poatible  than  the  aeeompliBh> 
ment  of  the  oracle.  Bat  though  I  bad  not  aeen  the  leait  appeanuea  of 
probabilitj.  I  could  not  hare  helped  reposing  aa  entire  belief  in  Ui* 
pretended  monk,  k>  mnch  authority  had  he  aoqaired  in  my  opinion  hy 
hie  elixir.  On  mj  aide,  that  I  might  hasten  the  bappineaa  that  was  pm- 
dicl«d  t«  me,  I  resolved  to  attach  myself  to  the  marquis  more  than  I  had 
done  to  any  of  my  masters;  and  having  fbrmed  this  rest^don,  1  retired 
to  onr  bouse  in  a  traosport  of  joy  that  I  eannot  expreN.  Never  did  ft 
woman  lean  a  fortnne-tpller  with  n 
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r    THAT    THB    1i 
THR   iriN.fBX    IK   WHICH    T1 

or  IT. 


I  HK  marqiiiB  was  not  yet  come  home  from 
the  lodgitigs  of  hia  Bctreaa;  and  I  found 
his  TBlets  da  ohambre  playing  at  |Himero, 
'  1  hia  apartmeata,  ozpectiD;  his  return.  I 
maiie  up  to  them,  and  we  amnaed  oarselvei 
.  in  making  meny  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  onr  master  arrired.  He 
was  a  little  enrprised  to  see  me,  and  aaid 

aP\!>-  -"  ~^7-" ,"  "-^  ^^1  with  a  gracious  air,  wliich  made  me  goen 
BBM^BI^MBBB  that  he  retnmtrd  very  weUaatinfled  with  Ms 
erening's  pleasare,  "  How,  Gil  Bias !  not  yet  a-bed  ?"  I  answered  that  I 
was  first  willing  to  know  what  orders  he  had  for  me.  "  I  shall  perhnps," 
hereaamed,  "gire  you  a  commiMion  to-morrow  noraing;  bnt  it  will  be 
time  enough  t&en  to  tell  yon  the  particulars.  Keak  irhile,  yon  may  go  to 
rest ;  and  henceforth  remember,  that  I  dispense  with  your  attendance  ia 
the  evening,  having  occasion  for  nobody  but  my  valets  de  chambre." 

After  this  explanation,  which  at  bottom  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
enre,  eince  it  spared  me  a  pieoe  of  subjection  which  I  should  have  some, 
time*  felt  in  a  very  disagreeaUe  manner,  I  left  themaiquisinbisepartmen^ 
and  retiring  to  my  garret,  went  to  bed  ;  bnt  having  no  inclination  to  sleep, 
it  eane  into  my  head,  that  I  should  follow  the  advice  which  Fythagorai 
gives  ns,  of  recollecting  at  night  all  that  we  have  done  in  the  day,  in  order 
to  applaud  onr  good,  and  condemn  our  bad  actions. 

I  did  not  find  my  oonscience  dear  enough  to  be  satisfied  with  my 
conduct;  bnt  reproached  myself  with  having  supported  the  imposture  of 
I^nra.  In  vain  did  I  suggest  ss  an  escnae,  that  I  could  not  in  honour 
give  the  lis  to  a  girl,  who  had  nothing  in  view  but  to  do  me  a  pleasnie; 
■nd  tiiat,  iu  some  shapO)  I  found  myself  under  the  oecenity  of  being  an 


Moomplioo  in  tha  dieaL  Little  ■utiBfted  with  this  «polog7, 1  aniwvra^ 
that  I  ought  not  then  to  have  piuhed  thingt  ao  &r ;  and  that  I  must  have 
A  great  deal  of  impudenoa  to  live  with  a  aobleman,  whoae  eoafideooe  I  ao 
ill  ra[iaid.  In  ahoit,  after  a  seTsre  examination,  I  oonoluded,  thatif  t  was 
not  a  rogoe,  I  wu  next  kin  to  it. 

From  thence  pasting  to  the  oonteqnenoea.  I  mpreaeoted  to  m  jaolf,  that 
I  played  a  very  high  game,  in  deoeiving  a  man  of  quality,  who,  for  mj 
mB,  would  perhaps  iotm  discover  the  trick.  A.  refleotioa  bo  judioiooa 
terrified  me  not  a  little ;  hut  the  ideas  of  pleasure  and  interest  soon  diwt* 
pated  my  fear,  Beudes,  the  prophecy  of  the  man  with  the  elixir  would 
have  been  lofficient  to  have  removed  my  doubts.  I  gave  myself  up, 
therefore,  to  tlie  most  agreeahle  faooiea ;  I  fonued  new  rulea  of  arithmetif^ 


to  reckon  within  myself  the  sum  to  whioh  my  wages  voold  amount  at  tht 
end  of  ten  year's  eervioe.  To  this  I  added  the  gratnitiea  whioh  I  should 
receive  from  my  master ;  and  measorii^  Aem  hy  his  liberal  disposition, 
or  rather  by  my  own  desires.  I  hod  an  intemperanoe  of  imagination  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  ezprewion),  whioh  set  no  bounds  to  my  fortune.  I 
was  gradually  Inlled  by  so  much  wealth,  and  fell  asleep  in  the  very  act  of 
building  aastles  in  Spain. 

Next  day,  I  got  up  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  go  and  reoeiv« 
my  pstrm's  orders ;  but  as  I  opened  my  door  to  go  out,  I  was  very  much 
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Borprised  to  me  him  wpp^ir  before  me  all  alonc^  in  fab  nigfat-eap,  and 
mormng^wn.  *' Gil  Bla%"  said  he,  ''last  night,  when  I  left  your  sifter, 
I  prombed  to  be  with  her  this  morning ;  but  an  aflhtr  of  consequence' 
hkiden  me  from  keeping  my  word.  Go^  and  assure  her  ftom  me,  that  I 
am  very  much  mortified  at  the  disappointment;  and  tell  her,  I  shall 
certainly  sup  with  her  in  the  erening.  This  is  not  all,"  added  he,  putting 
into  my  hand  a  purse  with  a  little  shagreen  box  enriched  with  diamonds, 
"  carry  this  my  picture  to  her,  and  keep  this  purse  of  fifty  pistoles,  which  I 
give  as  a  maik  of  the  friendship  I  haye  already  conceived  for  you/*  I  took 
the  picture  with  one  hand,  and  the  purse  I  so  little  deserved  in  the  other ; 
running  instantly  to  Laura,  saying,  in  the  excess  of  joy  with  which  I  was 
transported.  ''Good!  the  prediction  is  visibly  accomplishing.  What 
happiness  is  it  to  be  the  brother  of  such  a  handsome  and  gallant  girl ! 
What  a  pity  it  is  that  there  is  not  as  much  honour  as  profit  and  pleasure 
in  it  r 

Lann^  contrary  to  the  custom  of  people  of  her  profession,  being  used 
to  rise  early,  I  su]^rised  her  at  her  toSet ;  where,  in  expectation  of  the 
Portuguese,  she  joined  to  her  natural  beauty  all  the  auxiliary  charms  that 
the  art  of  coquetry  could  beatow.  **  Amiable  Estelk,"  said  I  to  her  when 
I  entered,  "the  loadstone  of  stranger^  I  may  now  sit  at  table  with  my 
master,  since  he  has  honoured  me  with  a  commission  which  gives  me  that 
prerogative^  and  of  which  I  come  to  acquit  myself.  He  cannot  have  the 
pleasure  of  your  company  this  morning  as  he  proposed ;  but,  for  your 
consolation,  will  sup  with  you  at  night ;  and  he  sends  you  his  picture ; 
which  to  me  seems  a  matter  of  still  greater  consolation." 

I  accordingly  gave  her  the  box,  which,  by  the  bright  sparkling  of  the 
diamonds  that  adorned  it,  infinitely  rejoiced  her  eye-sight.  She  opened 
it,  and  shutting  it  again,  after  having  considered  the  painting  superficially, 
returned  to  the  stones,  whose  beauty  she  extolled,  saying  with  a  smile, 
"These  are  copies  which  we  women  of  the  stage  value  more  than  originals.'* 

I  then  told  her  that  the  generbus  Portuguese,  when  he  intrusted  me 
with  the  picture,  had  gratified  me  with  a  purse  of  fifty  pistoles.  "  I  con- 
gratulate ihee  upon  thy  good  fortune,"  siilit  she  to  me;  " this  nobleman 
begins  where  others  even  rarely  end." — "To  you,  my  dear  creature,"  I 
Ycplied,  "I  owe  this  present :  the  marquis  bestowed  it  upon  me  solely  on 
account  of  my  being  your  brother." — "  I  wish,"  said  she,  "that  he  would 
give  you  as  much  every  day :  for  I  cannot  express  how  dear  thou  art  to 
me.  The  very  first  moment  I  saw  thee,  I  attached  myself  to  thee  by  a 
tie  too  strong  for  time  to  break.  When  I  lost  thee  at  Madrid,  I  did  nol 
despair  of  finding  thee  again,  and  yesterday,  when  I  saw  thee^  leoeived 
thee  as  a  man  whom  &te  bropght  back  to  my  arms.    In  a  word,  my 
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tnati,  hM.ym  bu  dwtiiied  iu  for  one  another ;  thmi  alult  be  my  hndniid ; 
but  w«  most  flnt  surioh  ourKlves.  I  wmnt  to  have  two  or  thiee  more 
intrignee  to  make  thee  eaaj  for  life." 

I  tlianked  her  in  a  polite  maaner  for  the  trouble  she  inteaded  to  take 


on  mj  acooDDt ;  and  we  inaensiblj  engaged  in  a  conrenaUon  that  lasted 
till  noon.  Then  I  retired,  to  give  an  aooount  to  my  master  of  the  manner 
in  which  his  preaent  was  received ;  and  though  Lama  had  gjven  me  m> 
inBliiKtioni  on  that  sabjeot,  I  did  not  fiul  to  oompoae  b;  the  way  a  fins 
compliment,  which  I  intended  to  repeat  in  her  name.  £ut  when  I  want 
home,  I  was  told  the  marqais  had  gone  out ;  and  it  waa  deoreed  that 
I  should  see  him  no  more ;  as  may  be  perceived  in  reading  the  foUowing 
chapter. 


CHAPTER    XI. 


en  nus  becrites   . 


FIICE    OF    MSW8    WHICH    M    LIKE  i  TnOKDRKCUr 


HKFAiBEi)  to  my  eatiiig-hotiBe,  where  meet- 
ing two  men  of  veiy  agreeabla  couTenatioii, 
I  dined  and  sat  at  table  with  them,  till  it 
was  time  to  go  to  the  play ;  we  then  parted ; 
they  went  about  their  own  afl^in,  and  I 
took  the  road  to  the  theatre.  I  mutt 
obierre  by  the  by,  that  I  had  all  the  reason 
in  the  world  to  be  in  good  hamoar :  mirth 
had  reigned  in  my  conTeraulion  with  theia 
two  gentlemen ;  my  fortnne  had  a  most 
amiling  face  ;  aad,  notwithstanding  my  spirits  sunk,  without  my  knowing 
the  reason,  and  without  my  being  able  to  keep  them  up ;  it  was,  doubtleu 
a  presage  of  the  mis&rtune  with  which  I  was  threatened. 

Aa  I  entered  the  green-room,  Uclchior  Zapata  came  to  me :  and  telling 
ine  softly  to  foUow  him,  carried  me  into  a  privute  place,  and  addressed  me 
in  this  manner : — "  Signor  cavalier,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  you  a  very 
important  piece  of  intelligence.  Too  know  that  the  Uarqnia  de  Marialva 
h&d,  at  flrs^  a  passion  for  Karcisaa,  my  wife ;  and  had  already  appointed 
a  day  to  come  and  take  a  slice  of  my  rib,  when  the  artful  Estella  foond 
means  to  break  the  bargain,  and  allure  the  Portugese  nobleman  to  her 
own  charms.  Ton  may  well  believe  that  on  sctress  does  not  lose  such  a 
good  prey  without  vexation.  My  spouse  haa  this  affuir  at  heart,  and  is 
capable  of  undertaking  any  thing  to  be  revenged :  she  has  now  a  fair 
occasion.  Testerday,  if  you  remember,  all  our  servants  crowded  to  see 
you ;  when  the  under  candle- snuffer  told  some  of  the  company,  that  he 
knew  yon  very  well,  and  that  you  was  not  Eatella's  brother. 

This  report,"  added  Melohior,  "  reached  the  ears  of  Narcissa,  who 
did  not  fail  to  interrogate  the  author ;  and  he  has  confirmed  his  assertion, 
by  telling  her,  that  he  knew  yon  Araenia's  valet,  at  the  same  time  that 
Esteila,  nnder  the  name  of  Laura,  served  that  actress,  at  Uadrid.    Uy 


BOOK  vir.— CHip.  ri. 


wife,  chamied  with  that  ditcoTsry,  will  impart  it  to  the  Korqqls  do 
Mariolva,  who  is  to  be  at  the  play  this  eTening.  Take  jonr  meaBurpa 
Mcardingtr :  if  you  are  not  actually  EsteUu's  brother,  I  advise  you  us  a 


trieiid,  and  on  acooimt  of  our  old  acquaintance,  to  provide  for  your 
Kifety.  Narcisso,  who  demands  but  one  Tictim,  has  allowed  me  to  give  you 
this  notice,  that  you  may  prevent  any  ginister  accident  by  immediate  flight." 
It  would  have  been  superfluouB  in  him  to  eay  more  of  the  matter.  I 
thanked  the  stage-player  for  his  information,  and  he  easily  perceived,  b; 
my  terrified  look,  that  I  was  not  the  man  to  give  the  candle-snuffer  the 
Uc.  I  did  not  feel  the  least  inclination  to  depend  upon  my  effrontery  :  I 
1VUS  not  even  tempted  to  bid  Laura  farewell,  lest  she  should  haTe  insisted 
upon  my  fuciog  it  ont.  I  could  very  well  conceive  that  she  waa  an  aclress 
of  such  skill,  as  to  be  able  to  extricate  herself  out  of  the  dilemma ;  but  I 
saw  nothing  except  an  infallible  chastisement  for  me,  and  I  was  not  so 
much  in  love  as  to  brave  it  out.  My  sole  study  being,  therefore,  to  escape 
with  my  household  goods,  I  mean  my  baggage.  I  disappeared  troat  the 
play-house  in  a  twinkling,  and,  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  caused  my 
portmanteau  to  be  tTansported  to  the  house  of  a  cairier,  who  was  to  act 
out  fur  Toledo,  at  tiirce  o'clock  next  morning.     I  could  have  wished  to  b« 
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with  the  Count  de  Polan,  whose  house  seemed  my  only  asylum :  but  I  was 
not  jet  there,  and  I  could  not,  without  the  utmost  uneasiness,  think  on 
the  time  I  had  to  stay  in  a  city  where  I  was  afraid  they  would  search  for 
me,  even  in  the  night. 

I  did  not,  for  all  that,  omit  going  to  supper  at  my  eating-house,  although 
T  was  aa  much  disturbed  as  a  debtor,  who  knows  that  there  are  bailiffs  at  his 
heels.  What  I  ate  that  evening  did  not,  I  believe,  produce  excellent  chyle 
in  my  stomach.  Being  the  miserable  sport  of  fear,  I  examined  everybody 
that  came  into  the  hall;  and  when,  unluckily,  any  ill-looking  fellow 
entered  (a  common  case  in  these  places,)  I  shivered  with  dread.  Having 
supped,  in  the  midst  of  continual  alarms,  I  rose  from  table,  and  returned 
to  the  carrier^a  house,  where  I  threw  myself  on  a  truss  of  fresh  straw, 
aud  lay  till  the  hour  of  our  departure. 

Meanwhile,  my  patience  was  sufficiently  exercised.  I  was  attacked  with 
a  thousand  disagreeable  reflections ;  when  I  chanced  to  slumber,  I  beheld 
the  fiirious  marquis  mangling  the  fair  face  of  Laura  with  blows,  and 
demolishing  every  thing  in  her  house ;  or  heard  him  order  his  servants  to 
make  me  perish  under  the  bastinado,  Then  starting,  I  awoke ;  and  though 
to  wake  is  usually  a  great  comfort  after  such  a  terrible  dream,  waking  was 
to  me  more  dreadful  than  the  dream  itself.  Happily  for  me,  the  carrier 
delivered  me  from  my  affliction,  by  giving  me  notice  that  his  mules  were 
ready.  I  was  immediately  arfoot,  and,  thank  Heaven !  set  out  radically 
cured  of  chiromancy  and  Iiaura.  In  proportion  as  we  moved  from 
Grenada,  my  mind  resumed  its  tranquillity ;  and  I  began  to  enter  into 
conversation  with  the  carrier.  I  laughed  at  some  pleasant  stories  he 
recountedt  and  lost,  insensibly,  all  my  fear.  I  enjoyed  a  sound  sleep  at 
Ubeda,  where  we  lay  the  first  night,  and  on  the  fourth  arrived  at  Toledo. 

My  first  care  was  to  ask  a  direction  for  the  Count  de  Polan's  house, 
whither  I  repaired,  very  well  persuaded  that  he  would  not  suffer  me  to 
lodge  in  any  other  place :  but  I  reckoned  without  my  host :  for  I  found 
nobody  at  home  but  the  housekeeper,  who  told  me  that  his  master  had  set 
out  in  the  evening  for  the  castle  of  Levya,  having  received  a  message  that 
Seraphina  was  dangerously  ill. 

I  did  not  expect  the  absence  of  the  count,  which  diminished  the  joy  I 
felt  in  bdng  at  Toledo,  and  induced  me  to  take  another  resolution. 
Finding  myself  so  near  Madrid,  I  resolved  to  go  thither ;  reflecting  that  I 
might  push  myself  at  court,  where  a  superior  genius,  as  I  heard,  was  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  a  fortune.  The  very  next  day  I  took  the 
advantage  of  a  return-horse  for  that  capital  of  Spain :  and  fortune  con- 
ducted me  thither,  in  order  to  make  me  act  higher  parts  than  those  which 
I  had  hitherto  performed. 


-r'; 
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CHAPTER     XII, 


ioavAinTurctt      with      ciptaih 

TJUI      07FICRB,     WITH     IN 
■  lir     TO     MADRID. 


HOirSK  WHBBK  HI  OOHTUOn  IV 
CHINCBIIXA,  TBR  CHABACIRB  or 
THR     iFFAlX     THAT     BKODSHT 


I  X  my  first  arrival  at  Hadiid,  I  fixed  bit 
I  habitation  in  a  house  that  was  let  ovt  in 
lodgings ;  vbere  lired,  among  other  people, 
an  old  oaptain,  vho  had  eome  from  the 
'"'  ^  \  farther  end  of  New  CastUe,  to  aolimt  at 
,',  -.J J  court  for  a  pensioa,  which  he  thongtit  h» 
had  hot  too  well  deeerved.  Hia  name  was 
Don  Hannibal  de  ChinohiUa.  It  was  not 
withont  BStoniihment  that  I  beheld  him 
for  the  first  time,  being  a  man  turned  of 
sixty,  of  a  gigantic  statare,  and  extremely  meagre.  He  wore  a  pair  of 
thick  whieken,  that  curled  up  to  his  temf^ea  on  eaoh  side.  Orer  and 
abore  bia  want  of  a  Ic^  and  arm,  a  large  plaster  of  green  lilk  supplied 
the  place  of  one  eye ;  and  the  scars  of  many  woonds  appeared  on  bia 
face.  These  thinga  ex-epted,  he  was  pretty  much  like  another  man. 
Besides,  he  had  a  good  dtal  of  nndcntanding,  and  atill  more  graTi^ ;  vaa 
aempnlous  io  his  morals,  and  in  particular,  piqued  himself  on  hia  delioooy 
in  point  of  honour. 

After  haTing  conversed  with  him  two  or  three  times,  he  honoured  me 
with  his  confidence.  I  soon  became  acquainted  with  all  hia  aflkirs.  He 
recounted  to  me  on  what  occasion  he  had  left  an  eye  at  Naplea,  an  arm 
in  Lombardy,  and  a  leg  in  the  Low  Countriei.  Vhat  I  admired  in  hia 
narration  of  battles  and  si^es  was,  that  not  one  gasconade  escaped  him, 
nor  even  a  word  in  hii  own  praise ;  thongh  I  could  have  willingly  pardoned 
him  for  hia  boasting  of  the  half  of  himself  that  remained,  as  an  indemnifl- 
cation  for  the  other  half  that  he  had  loet.  Those  officers  who  ratuni  frua 
the  wars  safe  and  sound  are  seldom  so  modest. 

But  he  told  me,  the  thing  that  gave  him  the  most  eoDoem  mB,  that  h« 
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Lad  spent  a  considerable  estate  in  his  campaigiis ;  so  that  now  his  whole 
fortune  was  reduced  to  about  a  hundred  ducats  a  year,  which  was  scarce 
sufficient  to  maintain  his  whiskers,  clear  his  lodg^ing*  and  pay  for  the 
writing  his  memorials.  "For  in  short.  Signer  cavaher,"  added  he, 
shrugging  up  his  shoulders,  "  I  present  one,  thank  God,  every  day,  without 
being  favoured  with  the  least  notice.  One  would  say,  that  there  is  a 
wager  between  the  prime  minister  and  me,  which  of  us  shall  first  fail,  I  in 
giving,  or  he  in  receiving  them.  I  have  also  had  the  honour  to  present 
several  to  his  majesty ;  but  the  curate  sings  no  better  than  his  clerk ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  my  castle  of  Chinchilla  sinks  into  ruin  for  want  of 
reparation/' 

"We  must  despair  of  nothings"  said  I  to  the  captain;  "you  are  now 
perhaps  on  the  eve  of  seeing  all  your  toib  and  troubles  repaid  with 
interest."- — "  I  ought  not  to  flatter  myself  with  that  hope,"  replied  Don 
Hannibal ;  **  three  days  are  not  yet  elapsed  since  I  spoke  to  one  of  the 
minister's  secretaries,  and,  if  I  may  believe  what  he  said,  I  may  make 
myself  very  easy." — "  And  pray,  what  did  he  say  ?"  I  replied ;  **  did  he 
pretend  that  you  was  not  worthy  of  a  recompenee  ?" — "  You  shall  judge," 
resumed  Chinchilla.  "The  secretary  told  me,  very  plainly,  Master  What- 
d'ye-call-'um,  don't  brag  so  much  of  your  zeal  and  fidelity.  You  have 
done  no  more  than  your  duty,  in  exposing  yourself  to  danger  in  behalf  oi 
your  country.  The  glory  alone  which  attends  brave  actions  is  a  sufficient 
recompenee,  and  ought  to  satisfy  a  Spaniard  in  particular.  You  must 
undeceive  yourself,  therefore,  if  you  look  on  the  gratification  you  solicit 
as  a  debt  due  to  your  valour.  Provided  it  be  granted  to  you,  you  will 
owe  it  entirely  to  the  favour  and  generosity  of  the  king,  who  is  pleased  to 
think  himself  indebted  to  those  of  his  subjects  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  services  of  the  state.  You  see,  by  this,"  pursued  the 
captain,  **  that  I  am  stDl  in  its  debt ;  and  that,  in  all  likelihood,  I  shall 
return  as  rich  as  I  came." 

One  natnraily  interests  himself  for  a  brave  man  in  adversity.  I 
encouraged  him  to  persevere,  and  offered  to  write  his  memorials  gratis. 
1  went  even  so  far  as  to  offer  him  my  purse,  and  to  conjure  him  to  take 
out  of  it  what  money  he  wanted.  But  he  was  none  of  those  who  never 
wait  for  a  second  invitation  on  these  occasions.  On  the  contrary,  he 
shewed  himself  very  delicate  on  this  point ;  and  thanked  me  in  a  lofty 
manner,  for  my  good  will.  He  afterwards  told  me,  that  rather  than  be  a 
burden  to  any  body,  he  had  accustomed  himself,  by  degrees,  ^  to  live  so 
frugally,  that  the  least  nourishment  was  sufficient  for  his  subsistence. 
This  was  but  too  true :  his  whole  food  consisted  of  leeks  and  onions ;  and 
therefore  he  was  nothing  but  skin  and  bone.     That  he  might  have  no 
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witness  of  his  wretched  repest,  he  used  to  lock  himself  up  in  his  chamber 
at  meals.  I  obtained  of  him,  however,  by  dint  of  entreaty,  that  we  should 
dine  and  sop  together ;  and  deceiving  his  pride  by  an  ingenious  compassion, 
ordered  more  victuals  and  Hquor  than  I  had  occasion  for  to  be  brought 
and  urged  him  to  eat  and  drink.  At  first  he  stood  upon  ceremony,  but 
at  length  he  yielded  to  my  entreaties.  After  which,  becoming  insensibly 
more  bold,  he,  of  himself,  assisted  me  in  clearing  my  plate,  and  emptying 
my  bottle. 

When  he  had  drank  four  or  five  draughts,  and  recondled  his  stomach 
to  good  nourishment;  "Truly,"  said  he,  with  an  air  of  gaiety,  ''you 
are  very  bewitching.  Signer  Gil  Bias,  you  make  me  do  what  you  please ; 
your  behaviour  divests  me  of  all  fear  of  abusing  your  beneficieut 
disposition."  My  captain,  at  that  time,  seemed  so  well  rid  of  shame,  that 
if  I  had  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  of  pressing  him  again  to  accept  my 
purse,  I  believe  he  would  not  have  refused  it.  But  I  did  not  put  him  to 
the  trial;  contenting  myself  with  having  made  him  my  messmate,  and 
with  taking  the  trouble  not  only  of  writing  his  memorials,  but  also  of 
helping  him  to  compose  them.  By  means  of  having  copied  homilies,  I 
had  learned  to  turn  a  period,  and  was  become  a  kind  of  author.  The 
old  officer,  on  his  part,  piqued  himself  on  his  knowledge  of  composition : 
so  that  exerting  ourselves  together,  through  emulation^  we  produced 
morsels  of  eloquence,  worthy  of  the  most  celebrated  masters  of  Salamanca. 
But  in  vain  did  each  of  us  exhaust  his  genius,  in  sowing  flowers  of  rhetoric 
in  those  memorials ;  it  was  no  better,  as  the  saying  is,  than  sowing  them 
in  sand.  Whatever  expedient  we  fell  upon  to  enhance  the  services  of 
Don  Hannibal,  the  court  paid  no  regard  to  it ;  a  circumstance  that  did 
not  at  all  engage  the  old  invalid  to  make  the  eulogium  of  those  officers 
who  ruin  themselves  in  the  field.  In  this  bad  humour,  he  cursed  liis  fate, 
and  wished  Naples,  Lombardy,  and  the  Low  Countries^  at  the  devil. 

To  complete  his  mortification,  it  happened  one  day,  that  under  his 
very  nose,  a  poet,  introduced  by  the  Duke  d'Alva,  having  rehearsed,  in 
the  presence,  an  ode  on  the  birth  of  an  Infanta,  was  gratified  with  a 
pension  of  five  hundred  ducats.  I  believe  the  maimed  captain  would 
have  run  mad  on  this  occasion,  had  I  not  been  at  great  pains  to  recompose 
him.  "What  is  the  matter?"  said  I,  seeing  him  quite  beside  himself; 
^' there  is  nothing  in  this  that  ought  to  give  you  uneasiness.  Has  it  not 
been  the  privilege  of  poets,  time  immemorial,  to  make  princes  pay  tribute 
to  the  Muse  f  There  is  not  a  crowned  head  in  the  world,  tliat  does  not 
gratify  one  of  those  geiitlemen  vrith  a  pension ;  and,  between  you  and  me, 
these  sort  of  rewards  being  generally  transmitted  to  the  knowledge  of 
posterity,  immortalize  the  liberality  of  kings :  whereas,  the  other  recom* 
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penses  which  they  hestow,  are  often  hat  so  much  loss  of  their  reputation. 
How  many  rewards  did  Augustus  dispense?  How  many  pensions  did  he 
grant,  of  which  we  have  not  the  least  intimation  ?  But  Uie  most  remote 
posterity  will  always  know,  as  we  do,  that  Virgil  received  near  two  hundred 
thousand  crowns  from  the  bounty  of  that  emperor. 

Notwithstanding  all  I  could  say  to  Don  Hannibal,  the  fruits  of  the 
ode  stuck  in  his  stomach  like  lead :  and  as  he  could  not  digest  it,  he 
re8<^ved  to  abandon  the  whole  of  his  pursuit.  But  first,  being  willing,  as 
his  last  effort,  to  present  one  other  memorial  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma, 
we  went  together  to  the  house  of  that  prime  minister,  where  we  met  a 
young  man,  who  having  saluted  the  captain,  said  to  him  with  an  affec- 
tionate air,  *'  My  dear  old  master,  is  it  you?  what  affair  has  brought  you 
hither  ?  If  you  have  occasion  for  a  person  of  interest  with  his  highness, 
pray  command  me ;  I  offer  to  you  my  good  offices." — "How,  Pedrillo  I" 
replied  the  captain :  ''  to  hear  you  talk,  one  would  imagine  you  enjoy 
some  important  post  in  this  family." — "  I  have  at  least,"  answered  the 
young  man,  "  power  enough  to  be  of  service  to  an  honest  country  gentle- 
man like  you." — "  If  that  be  the  case,"  said  the  officer,  with  a  smile,  "  1 
have  recourse  to  your  protection."— '' It  is  granted,"  resumed  Pedrillo; 
'*  let  me  know  what  is  the  business,  and  I  promise  you  shall  get  some 
snips  out  of  the  minister." 

We  had  no  sooner  communicated  the  affair  to  thb  benevolent  young 
fellow,  than  he  asked  where  Don  Hannibal  lodged;  in  which  being 
satisfied,  he  assured  us,  that  we  should  hear  of  him  next  day ;  and  then 
disappeared,  without  giving  us  the  least  hint  of  what  he  intended  to  do, 
or  even  telling  us  whether  or  no  he  belonged  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma.  I 
was  curious  to  know  who  th's  Pedrillo  was,  that  seemed  so  sprightly. 
"He  is  a  young  fellow,"  said  the  captain,  " who  served  me  some  years 
ago,  and  who  seeing  me  in  want,  left  me  to  go  in  quest  of  a  better  place. 
I  don't  blame  him  for  that ;  it  is  very  natural  for  one  to  change  for  the 
better.  He  is  a  wag,  who  does  not  want  understandings  and  is  as 
intriguing  as  the  devil ;  but  in  spite  of  all  his  art,  I  don't  depend  a  great 
deal  upon  the  zeal  which  he  has  expressed  in  my  behalf." — "Who  knows," 
said  I,  "  but  he  may  be  of  some  use  ?  If  he  belongs,  for  example,  to 
some  one  of  the  duke's  principal  officers,  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to 
do  you  service.  You  are  not  ignorant  that  every  thing  is  carried,  among 
the  great,  by  cabal  and  intrigue ;  that  they  have  favourite  domestics,  who 
lead  them  by  the  nose;  and  these  again,  in  their  turn,  are  governed 
by  their  own  valets." 

Next  morning,  Pedrillo  coming  to  our  lodgings,  "  Grentlemen,"  said 
he,  "  if  I  did  not  explain  myself  yesterday,  on  the  means  I  have  of  ser^  ing 
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Csptain  Chinchilk,  it  was  becftiiae  we  were  not  in  a  place  proper  for  such 
an  aaplanation.  Besides,  I  was  willing  to  sound  the  business,  before  I 
disclosed  it  to  you.  Ton  must  know  then,  that  I  am  the  lacquey  and 
confidant  of  Signer  Rodrigo  de  Calderona,  the  Duke  of  Lenra'a  first 
secretary.  My  master,  who  is  very  much  addicted  to  gallantry,  sups  every 
evening  with  an  Arragonian  nightingale,  that  he  keeps  encaged  near  the 
court.  She  is  a  very  handsome  girl,  from  Albarasin,  of  good  under- 
standing, and  sings  to  admiration ;  therefore  she  is  called  Signora  Sirena. 
As  I  carry  a  billet-doux  to  her  every  morning,  I  have  just  now  seen  her ;  I 
have  proposed  tluit  she  shall  make  Don  Hannibal  pass  for  her  uncle,  and 
on  that  supposition,  engage  her  gallant  to  protect  him.  She  is  willing  to 
undertake  the  affiur ;  for,  besides  the  small  advantage  she  foresees  in  it 
&r  herself,  she  will  be  extremely  glad  to  be  thought  the  niece  of  a  brave 
gentleman." 

Signor  de  Chinchilla  made  wry  faces  at  this  proposal,  and  expressed  a 
reluctance  in  making  himself  an  accomplice  of  such  a  prank ;  and  still 
more,  in  suffering  a  she-adventurer  to  dishonour  his  family,  by  saying  she 
belonged  to  it.  He  was  disgusted  at  it,  not  only  on  account  of  himself,  but 
because  he  perceived  in  it,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  a  retro-acdve 
ignominy  upon  all  his  ancestors.  This  delicacy  seemed  very  unseasonable 
to  Pedrillo,  who,  being  shocked  at  it,  exclaimed,  "  You  jest,  sure,  to  take 
it  in  that  view !  You  are  such  a  set  of  people,  you  cottage  'squires,  your 
vanity  is  quite  ridiculous.  Signor  cavalier,*'  he  pursued,  addressing  himself 
to  me,  **  are  you  not  surprised  at  the  scruples  he  makes  ?  Egad  I  it  is  a 
fine  thing  indeed  to  stand  on  such  punctilios  at  court  ?  Fortune  is  never 
neglected  there,  whatever  shape  it  assumes." 

I  approved  of  what  Pedrillo  said,  and  we  harangued  the  captain  so 
successfully,  that  we  prevailed  upon  him,  in  spite  of  himself,  to  become 
Sirena's  uncle.  When  we  had  gained  this  victory  overplus  pride,  we  laid 
all  our  three  heads  together,  in  order  to  compose  a  new  memorial  for  the 
minister,  and  it  was  revised,  augmented  and  corrected  accordingly.  I 
then  wrote  it  out  fur,  and  Pedrillo  carried  it  to  the  Arragonian  lady,  who, 
that  very  evening,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Signor  Don  Rodrigo,  to  whom 
she  spoke  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  secretary  believing  her  really  the 
captain's  niece,  promised  to  exert  himself  in  his  behalf.  A  few  days  after 
we  saw  the  effect  of  this  our  work.  Pedrillo  came  to  our  lodging  with  an 
air  of  triumph :  "Good  news,"  said  be  to  Chinchilla,  ''the  king  is  going 
to  make  a  distribution  of  goveniments,  -benefices,  and  pensions,  in  which 
you  shall  not  be  forgotten-  But  I  am  ordered  to  ask  what  present  you  intend 
to  make  to  Sirena.  For  my  own  part,  I  declare  I'll  have  nothing  at  all. 
I  prefer  the  pleasure  of  having  contributed  towards  bettering  my  old 


master's  forfnnc  fo  »11  the  gold  in  the  world.  But  tnis  ia  not  tho  caae 
witli  our  nymph  of  Albaraain  :  ahe  is  a  little  JewisUy  inclined  ;  when  tb« 
fausiaesa  is  to  oblige  her  neighbour,  ehe  would  take  money  of  her  own 
£ither  ;  BO  you  may  judge  if  ahe  will  refuse  it  from  a  pretended  uncle." 


"  ii<!t  her  mention  ber  demand,"  replied  Don  Hannibal:  "she  Bhall, 
if  ahe  ploaeea,  bavo  yearly  one  third  of  the  pension  I  obtain ;  and  that 
ought  to  aatjafy  her,  if  the  whole  revenues  of  hia  Catholic  maj<sLy  were 
concerned    in    the  bargain."— for    my  own    part,"    replied   Itodrigo's 
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Mercury,  "  I  would  cheerfully  rely  npon  your  word,  becanse  I  know  the 
value  of  it;  but  you  have  to  do  with  a  little  creature,  who  is  naturallf 
distrustful ;  bendeo,  ahe  would  much  rather  liare,  oaoe  for  «U,  two  tbiida 
of  the  product  advanced  in  ready  money." — "  Where  the  deril  doe*  ibe 
think  I  nhall  find  it  ?"  cried  the  officer,  hastily  interruptieg  him,  ''  doea 
she  think  that  I  am  a  money  broker  ?  It  aeenu  you  have  not  made  her 
acquainted  with  my  utnatioa." — "  Pardon  me,"  replied  Pedrillc^  "  abo 
knows  very  well  that  yoa  are  as  poor  ai  Job:  after  what  I  told  her,  ahe 
cannot  bo  ignorant  of  your  ciroumatanocB.  But  don't  give  yourself  any 
trouble  about  the  matter,  I  am  a  man  fertile  in  expedients.  I  know  an 
old  rogue  of  a  lawyer,  who  takes  pleasure  in  lending  money  at  ten  per 
cent.  You  shall  make  an  assignment,  with  security  to  him  before  « 
notary,  of  the  fint  year  of  your  pension,  for  the  like  sum,  which  you  shall 
acknowledge  to  have  reoeived  from  him,  and  whioh  you  nill  touch  ia 
effect,  the  interest  included.  With  regard  to  the  security,  the  lender  will 
be  contented  with  your  castle  of  Chinchilla,  snoh  as  it  is ;  so  that  we  shall 
have  no  dispute  upon  that  score." 

The  captain  protested  that  he  would  accept  of  the  eonditions,  if  he 
should  be  lucky  enough  to  have  any  share  in  the  fevonrs  which  wen  to  be 
distiibnted  neit  day.  And  he  was  not  disappointed;  being  gratifted  with 
a  pension  of  three  hundred  pistoles  on  a  certain  government  As  soon  aa 
he  understood  this  piece  of  news,  he  gave  all  the  serurity  that  waa 
demanded,  transacted  his  little  afiairs,  and  returned  to  New  Castile  with 
some  pistoles  in  his  pocket. 


CHAPTER  Xt:i. 


OIL    BUS    IfBBIS    HIB    SUR    TUIBilD    FiBRlCtta    AT    Ct>U 

joi;   THBi  BBPira  TosBTHsa   lo   a    OKBTArH   pl^ci, 

OaXTBUATIOV  HAFPBIia  BKTWRRK  THBK. 


coftTHACTBD  a  ouatom  of  goiog  every  mom- 
iDj^'to  oourt,  whero  I  commonl;  epent  two 
or  thceo  honrs,  in  seeing  the  grandees  pass 
and  reposa,  though  they  appeared  there 
without  that  aplendoar  whioli  aarrouuds 
them  in  other  places. 

One  day,  as  I  walked  (o  and  fro,  and 
atratted  through  the  apartmenta,  making, 
like  many  othtri,  a  fooliah  figare  enough, 

I  percuived  Fjbricus,  whom  I  had  left  at 

Valladt^d,  in  the  aerrice  of  hd  hoepitable  diri^ctor.  What  astonished  me 
waa,  that  he  talked  fumiliarly  to  the  Duke  of  Mudina  Sidonia  and  the 
Harqaia  of  Santa  Cruz.  Nay,  theae  two  noblemen  seemed  to  listen  U. 
him  with  pleasure,  andhewaaas  well  dressed  as  a  man  of  quality.  "Am 
I  not  mistaken  ?"  aaid  I  to  myself;  "can  this  be  the  aon  of  barber 
Nnnnei?  perhaps  it  ia  aome  young  oourlier,  who  resembles  him?"  I  did 
not  long  remain  in  doubt :  the  noblemen  went  away,  and  I  aoooated 
Fabriooa.  He  knew  me  at  £rat  aight ;  and  ufter  having  mude  me  squeeze 
thnragh  tlie  crowd  with  him,  to  get  out  of  the  apartmenta,  "  My  dear  Qil 
Bla^"  said  he,  embracing  me,  "  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  yon  again.  How  art 
then  employed  at  Uodrid  ?  art  thou  atiU  in  aervice  ?  or  hiiat  thou  aome 
poet  at  oourt  i  Give  me  an  account  of  all  that  hoa  happened  to  thee,  since 
thy  precipitate  retreat  &om  Valladolid." — Yon  ask  me  a  great  many 
qneationa  at  onee,"  said  I,  "  and  we  are  not  now  in  a  proper  place  to  relate 
adventnrea.'' — "  Thou  art  in  the  right,"  ho  replied ;  "  we  shall  be  more  at 
liberty  in  my  lodgings.  Gome,  I  will  shew  you  the  way :  it  is  not  far 
from  hence.     I  am  quite  my  own  muster,  agreeably  lodgcrl,  perfectly  easy 
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in  mj  circumstances.    I  am  Gotit«ated  with  my  utuation,  and  happy 
because  1  think  mj-self  so." 

I  aocepted  the  proposal,  and  followed  Fabrictis,  who  stopped  befeie  a 
Tory  fiue  bouse,  vbare  be  told  me  be  lodged.  We  crossed  a  court,  where, 
en  one  side,  there  was  a  great  stair-caae  that  lod  to  Teiy  superb  aparb- 
mcDta ;  and  on  the  other  a  small  flight,  equally  dark  and  nanow,  by  which 
we  ascended  to  the  lodging  he  bad  so  mudi  extolled.  ItconsutedofoDermm 
only,  which  mj  iagemous  friend  had  divided  into  four,  by  thin  deal  boards. 
The  first  eeired  as  an  antechamber  to  the  second,  where  he  lay ;  be  made 
a  c'oset  of  the  third,  and  a  kitchen  of  the  last.  The  chamber  and  ante- 
chamber were  liued  with  maps  and  thesis  of  philosophy,  and  the  fbmitnra 
waa  suitable  to  this  kind  of  hangieg ;  consisting  of  a  targe  brocade  bed, 
Tery  much  worn,  old  chairs  covered  with  yellow  serge,  gamished  with  a 
fringe  of  Qrenada  silk  of  the  same  oolotir ;  a  table  with  gilt  feet,  oovered 


wilii  Icuiher  that  scemtd  to  have  been  once  ri-d,  and  barduied  by  a  tinstil 
fi'inxe,  ticcome  black  by  Ihu  lapse  of  time ;  with  an  ebou;  cupboard,  adorned 
u  itb  figures  coarsely  carved,     ile  had,  instead  of  a  bureau,  in  his  closet,  a 
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little  table ;  and  his  library  was  composed  of  some  books  with  sevend  bun- 
dles of  paper  lying  on  shelves,  placed  above  one  another,  along  the  walL 
EKs  kitchen,  which  was  conformable  to  the  rest,  contained  some  earthen- 
ware,  and  other  necessary  uten$ils.  ^ 

Fabridus,  after  having  given  me  time  to  consider  his  apartment,  said, 
"  What  dost  thou  thiak  of  my  lodging  and  economy ;  art  thou  not  enchant- 
ed with  them  ?" — "  Tes,  faith,''  I  replied,  smiling^  "  I  am  so.  Thou  must 
have  certainly  played  thy  cards  well  at  Madrid,  to  be  so  well  furnished.  Thou, 
doubtless,  enjoyest  some  post." — "Heaven  forbid!"  replied  he,  "the 
business  I  follow  is  above  all  employments  whatever.  A  man  of  fashion,  to 
whom  this  house  belongs,  gave  me  a  room,  which  I  have  divided  into  four, 
and  tonished  as  thou  seest.  I  meddle  with  nothing  but  what  gives  me 
pleasure,  and  feel  not  thecravingsof  necessity."— ^"  Pray  be  more  explicit," 
said  I  interrupting  him>  "you  irritate  the  desire  I  have  of  knowing  what 
you  do." — "  Well,"  said  he,  "  thou  shalt  be  satisfied.  I  am  turned  author, 
and  have  commenced  wit ;  I  write  in  verse  as  well  as  in  prose,  and  am 
equally  good  at  every  thing." 

"  Thou  a  favourite  of  Apollo !"  cried  I,  laughing,  "  This  is  what  I  never 
could  have  divined.  I  should  have  been  much  less  surprised  to  have 
found  thee  in  a  quite  contrary  situation.  What  charms  couldst  thou  find 
in  the  condition  of  a  poet  ?  methinks  these  people  are  commonly  despised 
iu  civil  life,  and  are  far  from  having  an  established  ordinary." — "  0  fie !" 
cried  he  in  his  turn,  "thou  talkest  of  those  miserable  authors,  whose 
works  are  the  refuse  of  libraries  and  players.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at 
tint  such  wiiters  are  not  esteemed?  But  good  authors,  my  friend,  are  on 
a  better  footing  in  the  world ;  and  I  may  say,  without  vanity,  that  I  am 
oue  of  that  number." — "I  don't  at  all  doubt  it,"  said  I;  "thou  art  a 
young  fellow  of  excellent  genius,  that  which  is  composed  by  thee  cannot  be 
bad.  All  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  is^  how  thou  was  first  seized  with 
the  rage  of  rhyme." 

"Thy  surprise  is  just,"  replied  Nunncz :  "I  was  so  well  satisfied  with 
my  situation  while  in  the  service  of  Don  Manuel  Ordonnez,  that  I  did  not 
so  much  as  wish  for  any  other.  But  my  genius  rising  by  degrees,  like  that 
of  Plautus,  above  servitude,  I  composed  a  comedy,  which  was  acted  by 
the  company  who  performed  at  Yalladolid.  Although  it  was  not  worth  a 
^^  it  met  with  great  success :  from  whence  I  concluded  that  the  public 
was  a  good  milch  cow,  which  easily  parted  with  its  store.  This  reflection, 
joined  to  the  furious  desire  of  composing  new  pieces,  detached  me  from 
che  hospital.  The  love  of  poetry  banished  my  passion  for  riches;  and 
resolving  to  repair  to  Madrid,  as  the  centre  of  wit,  in  order  to  form  my 
taste,  I  demanded  my  dismission  from  the  director,  \^ho  did  not  grant  it 
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without  r^ret,  so  much  affection  had  he  conceived  for  me.  <Fahricius»' 
said  he,  'hast  thou  any  cause  to  he  dissatisfied?' — 'No,  sir/  I  replied; 
*yoii  are  the  hest  of  masters,  and  I  am  penetrated  with  your  generosity. 
But  you  know,  one  must  follow  his  destiny.  I  find  I  am  horn  to  eternise 
my  name  hy  works  of  genius.' — 'What  folly  possesses  thee !'  resumed  the 
good  citizen ;  '  thou  hast  already  taken  root  in  the  hospital,  and  art  of 
that  kind  of  wood  of  which  stewards  and  even  directors  are  made.  Thou 
art  going  to  leave  what  is  solid,  in  order  to  employ  thyself  in  trifles ;  end 
thou  wilt  soon  repent  of  thy  imprudence,  my  child.' 

"The  director  seeing  that  he  opposed  my  design  to  no  purpose,  paid 
my  wages ;  and  over  and  ahove,  made  mc  a  present  of  fifty  ducats,  as  a 
recompense  for  my  faithful  services ;  and  so  with  this,  and  what  I  found 
means  to  glean  in  the  little  commissions  that  were  intrusted  to  my  integrity, 
I  was  in  .  condition,  on  iny  arriTal  at  Madrid,  to  appear  in  a  very  hand- 
some  manner.  This  I  failed  not  to  do :  though  the  writers  of  our  nation 
don't  much  pique  themselves  on  their  neat  appearance.  I  soon  became 
acquainted  with  Lope  de  Vega,*  Miguel  Cervantes  de  Saavedra,t  and 
other  fiunous  authors ;  hut  in  preference  to  these  great  men,  I  chose  for 
my  preceptor,  a  young  bachelor  of  (Cordova,  the  incomparable  Don  Lewis 
de  Gongora,  the  finest  genius  that  ever  Spain  produced.  He  will  not 
allow  his  works  to  be  printed  in  his  life-time,  but  contents  himself  with 
reading  them  to  his  friends ;  and  what  is  very  remarkable,  nature  has 
endued  him  with  the  rare  talent  of  succeeding  in  every  kind  of  poetry.  He 
chiefly  excels  in  satire,  which  is  indeed  his  main  strength.  He  is  not 
(like  Lucilius)  a  muddy  river  that  sweeps  along  with  it  abundance  of 
slime;  but  rather  the  Tagus,  that  rolls  over  golden  sands  its  limpid 
stream/' — "Thou  drawest,"  said  I  to  Fabridus,  "an  agreeable  picture  of 
this  same  bachelor ;  and  I  don't  doubt  that  a  person  of  such  merit  has  a 
great  number  of  envious  enemies." — "All  our  authors,"  he  replied  "good 
as  well  as  bad,  inveigh  bitterly  against  him.  He  delights*  says  one,  in 
bombast,  points,  metaphors,  and  transposition.  His  verses,  saith  another, 
are  as  obscure  as  those  which  the  Salian  priests  sung  in  their  processions, 
and  which  nobody  understood.  Others  again  find  fault  with  his  compo- 
sing sometimes  sonnets,  or  romances,  sometimes  comedies,  stanzas,  and 
acrostics ;  as  if  he  had  foolishly  undertaken  to  eclipse  all  the  great  masters 
in  their  own  different  ways.     But  all  these  efforts  of  jealousy  are  baffled 

*  Lope  Felix  de  Vega  Carpio,  a  renowned  dramatic  poet,  as  much  admired  by  the 
Spaniards  as  Shakspere  (with  whom  he  was  contemporary)  is  by  the  English.  He 
is  said  to  have  composed  eighteen  hundred  pieces  for  the  stage,  in  verse,  besides 
many  other  works  that  proclaim  the  fruitfulness  of  his  genius. 

t  Miguel  Cerrantes  de  Saavedra,  the  celebrated  author  of  "  Don  Quixote.'' 
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by  a  muse  that  is  cherished  by  all  ranks  of  people,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest. 

**  It  was  under  this  skilful  master  that  I  served  mj  apprenticeship,  and  I 
dare  say,  it  has  appeared :  for  I  have  so  happily  imbibed  hb  genius,  that 
I  have  already  composed  some  detached  pieces  which  he  would  not  blush 
to  father.  I  opened  my  ware  (according  to  his  example)  in  the  houses  of 
the  great,  where  I  am  wonderfully  well  received,  and  have  to  do  with 
people  who  are  not  difficult  to  please.  'Tis  true,  indeed,  my  successful 
begiiming  has  been  of  no  disservice  to  my  later  compositions.  In  short, 
I  am  beloved  by  several  noblemen,  and  in  particular  live  with  the  Duke  de 
Medina  Sidonia,  as  Horace  once  lived  with  Maecenas.  You  see,'*  added 
Fabricius,  ''in  what  manner  I  was  metamorphosed  into  an  author.  I  have 
nothing  else  to  relate ;  so  that  it  is  now  thy  turn,  Gil  Bias,  to  rehearse  thy 
Exploits." 

I  opened  accordingly,  and,  suppressing  every  trivial  circumstance,  gave 
him  the  detail  he  desired :  after  which,  it  being  dinner-time,  he  took  out 
of  his  ebony  cupboard  a  couple  of  napkins,  some  bread,  the  remains  of  a 
shoulder  of  roast  mutton,  a  bottle  of  excellent  wine,  and  we  sat  down  to 
table  with  all  the  gaiety  of  two  friends  who  meet  after  a  long  separation. 
"  Thou  seest,"  said  he,  "  my  free  and  ^independent  hfe ;  I  might,  if  I 
would,  go  and  dine  every  day  with  the  people  of  quality ;  but,  besides  that 
the  poetic  inclination  keeps  me  often  times  at  home,  I  am  a  sort  of  an 
Aristippus ;  and  can  equally  accommodate  myself  to  company  and  solitude, 
affluence  and  frugality."  We  liked  the  wine  so  well,  that  there  was  a 
necessity  of .  taking  another  bottle  from  the  store ;  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  repast,  I  expressed  a  desire  of  seeing  some  of  his  productions. 
He  immediately  searched  among  his  papers  for  a  sonnet,  which  he  read 
aloud  with  great  emphasis.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  the  charms  of  his 
reading,  I  found  the  performance  so  obscure,  that  I  could  not  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  one  syllable.  Perceiving  my  ignorance,  "  This  sonnet,'' 
said  he,  "does  not  seem  very  clear  to  thy  apprehension!  is  it  not  soT'  I 
owned  to  him  that  I  could  have  wished  it  had  been  more  plain.  Upon 
which,  he  fell  a-laughing  at  my  expence.  "  If  this  sonnet,"  he  resumed, 
''is  not  intelligible,  so  much  the  better.  The  natural  and  simple  won't  do 
for  sonnets,  odes,  and  other  works  that  require  the  sublime.  The  sole 
merit  of  these  is  in  their  obscurity ;  and  it  is  sufficient  if  the  poet  himself 
thinks  he  understands  them." — '*  You  joke,  friend,"  said  I,  interrupting 
him,  "good  sense  and  perspicuity  ought  to  be  ingredQents  in  poetry  of  ail 
kinds  whatever ;  and  if  the  incomparable  Gongora  writes  not  more  plainly 
than  thou  dost,  I  confess  my  opinion  of  him  sinks  apace.  He  must  be  a 
poet  who  can  never  deceive  any  other  age  than  his  own.     Let  us  now  have 


45<{  BOOK    VXI. — CHAP.    XIII. 

a  specimen  of  thy  prose."  Hereupon,  Nunnez  produced  a  preface,  wbichy 
he  said,  he  intended  to  prefix  to  a  collection  of  comedies  that  he  had  then 
in  the  press ;  and  having  read  it,  asked  my  opinion.  "  I  am,"  said  I, 
**  no  better  pleased  with  thy  prose  than  with  thy  poetry.  Thy  sonnet  is  a 
piece  of  verbose  fustian;  and  thy  preface  is  composed  of  far-fetched 
expressions,  words  that  have  not  the  public  stamp,  perplexed  phrases ;  in 
a  word*  thy  style  ia  quite  peculiar  to  thyself;  and  the  books  of  our  best 
authors,  ancient  as  well  as  modern,  are  written  in  quite  a  different  manner." 
''Poor  ignoramus!"  cried  Fabricius,  "thou  dost  not  know  then,  that 
every  prosaic  writer  who  aspires  to  the  reputation  of  a  delicate  pen»  affects 
that  singularity  of  style,  and  those  odd  expressions  which  shock  thee  so 
much.  There  are  of  us  five  or  six  bold  innovators,  who  have  undertaken 
to  make  a  thorough  change  in  the  "language ;  and  we  will  accomphsh  it, 
please  God,  in  spite  of  Lope  de  Vega,  Cervantes,  and  all  the  fine  geniuses 
who  cavil  at  our  new  modes  of  speech.  We  are  seconded  by  a  number  of 
partizans  of  distinction,  and  we  have  even  some  theologians  in  our  cabal. 

"After  all,"  added  he,  "our  design  is  commendable;  and,  prejudice 
apart,  we  are  more  valuable  than  those  natural  writers,  who  speak  like  the 
common  run  of  mankind.  I  don't  know  for  what  reason  they  are  esteemed 
by  so  many  persons  of  honour.  Their  manner  was  proper  enough  in 
Athens  or  Rome,  where  there  was  no  distinction  in  point  of  speaking ;  so 
that  Socrates  said  to  Aldbiades,  the  people  are  an  excellent  schoolmaster: 
but  at  Madrid  we  have  both  a  good  and  a  bad  language,  and  our  courtiers 
express  themselves  quite  otherwise  than  our  citizens,  believe  me.  In  short, 
our  new  style  overtops  that  of  our  antagonists.  I  will,  by  one  example, 
make  thee  perceive  the  difference  between  the  gentility  of  our  diction,  and 
the  flatness  of  theirs.  They  would  say,  quite  plainly,  for  instance,  Inter* 
ludes  embellish  a  comedy ;  while  we,  with  more  spirit,  would  pronounce, 
Interludes  create  beauty  in  a  comedy.  Take  notice  of  that,  create  beauty. 
Dost  thou  perceive  all  the  brilliancy,  all  the  delicacy,  all  the  prettiness  of 
the  expression?" 

I  interrupted  my  innovator  with  a  loud  laugh.  "Go,  Fabricius,"  said 
I,  "thou  art  quite  an  original  with  this  thy  precious  language." — "And 
thou,"  answered  he,  "art  no  better  than  a  beast  with  thy  natural  style. 
Go,"  said  he,  repeating  the  words  of  the  Archbishop  of  Grenada,  "  go 
and  tell  my  treasurer  to  give  you  a  hundred  ducats :  and  Heaven  direct 
you  with  that  sum !  Adieu,  Mr.  Gil  Bias ;  I  wish  you  a  great  deal  of  good 
fortune,  with  a  Uttle  more  taste." 

I  redoubled  my  mirth  at  this  sally ;  and  Fabricius,  forgiving  me  for 
having  spoken  so  irreverently  of  his  writings,  lost  nothing  of  his  good 
humour.     We  finished  our  second  bottle,  and  getting  up  from  table  in  pret^ 


gaoA  trim,  went  ont  with  an  intent  to  walk  in  the  Fndo ;  bat  paiwing  by 
the  door  uf  a  tavern,  we  took  it  in  onr  heads  to  go  in 

Thii  plaoe  was  nsoallj  frequeDted  by  good  compao^r  and  I  observed  in 
two  Mparata  halls  a  great  tannj  caTaliers  amusing  thenuelTei  m  di&rent 
diversionB.    In  one,  thoy  plajcd  at  draughts  and  pnmero ,  and  in  ti» 


<  JL^'^ 


other,  ten  or  twelve  penons  were  liitening  tery  attentirely  to  a  dispnto 
between  two  professed  wita.  We  had  so  occasion  to  go  near  them,  in 
order  to  leam  that  a  mat^hysioal  proposition  was  the  subject  of  their 
dispntc  ;  for  they  tslked  with  ench  warmth  and  transport,  that  they  looked 
like  people  possMsed.  I  imagine  if  Eleaaar's  ring  had  been  put  nnder  their 
noses,  we  shonld  have  seen  devils  issae  with  their  breath.  "  Good  Qod," 
■aid  I  to  my  companion,  "  what  passion !  what  lungs  I  These  disputants 
were  certainly  bun  to  be  puUio  oiiers.    The  greater  j^  of  mankind 


ICO  BOOK   TII.-^CHAP.    XIII. 

arc  misplaced." — "Yes,  truly,"  he  replied :  "these  people  seem  to  be  of 
the  race  of  NotIiis,  that  Roman  banker,  whose  voice  axceeded  the  voice  of 
carmen.  "But,"  added  he,  "what  gives  me  the  greatest  disgust  at  their 
discourse  is,  that  our  ears  are  stunned  to  no  purpose."  We  removed  at  a 
distance  from  those  vociferous  metaphysicians,  and  by  that  expedient  I 
prevented  a  violent  head-ache  which  had  begun  to  seize  me.  We  went  and 
sat  down  in  a  comer  of  the  other  hall,  whence,  while  we  drank  refreshing 
liquors,  we  examined  the  cavaliers  as  they  came  in  and  went  out,  as 
Nunnez  knew  almost  all  of  them.  "  Egad !"  cried  he,  "  the  dispute  of  our 
philosophers  won't  be  soon  over ;  here  are  fresh  reinforcements  arriving : 
these  three  men  will  engage  in  the  fray.  But  seest  thou  those  two 
originals  going  out?  That  little,  swarthy,  withered  creature,  whose  lank 
straight  hair  falls  down  in  equal  portions  before  and  behind,  is  called  Don 
Julian  de  Yellanunno ;  and  is  a  young  judge  who  affects  the  beau :  one  of 
my  friends  and  I  going  to  dine  with  him  t'other  day,  surprised  him  in  a 
pretty  singular  occupation.  He  was  diverting  himself  in  his  closet,  by 
throwing  away  the  writings  of  a  process,  of  which  he  is  to  make  a  report, 
and  make  a  greyhound  bring  them  back  again  to  him ;  while  the  dog  tore 
them  to  pieces  very  handsomely.  The  name  of  that  licentiate  with  the 
copper  nose,  who  accompanies  him,  is  Don  Cherubin  Tonto,  a  canon  of  the 
church  of  Toledo,  the  weakest  mortal  in  the  world :  though  by  his  sprightly, 
smiling  air,  you  would  imagine  he  had  a  great  deal  of  wit.  He  has  bright 
sparkling  eyes,  with  an  arch  malicious  sneer ;  so  that  one  would  be  apt 
to  think  him  a  wag.  When  he  hears  a  delicate  performance  read,  he 
listens  with  such  attention  as  seems  full  of  understanding,  and  all  the  while 
comprehends  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter.  He  dined  with  us  at  the  judge  *s 
house,  where  an  infinite  number  of  witty  things  were  said ;  but  he  spoke 
never  a  word,  though  he  applauded  them  with  grimaces  and  gestures  that 
seemed  even  superior  to  the  sallies  that  we  uttered." 

"Dost  thou  know,"  said  I  to  Nunnez,  "these  two  shabby  fellows,  who, 
with  their  elbows  on  the  table,  sit  in  the  comer,  and  converse  together  in 
whispers  T'^-"  No,"  said  he,  "  their  faces  are  quite  unknown  to  me ;  but 
in  all  likelihood  they  are  coffee-house  politicians  who  censure  the  govern- 
ment. Mind  that  genteel  cavalier,  who  whistles  as  he  walks  through  the 
hall,  and  supports  himself  sometimes  on  one  foot,  sometimes  on  another ; 
that  is  Don  Augustin  Moreto,  a  young  poet,  who  was  bom  with  some 
genius,  but  flatterers  and  ignorant  people  have  almost  turned  his  brain. 
The  man  whom  he  accosts  is  one  of  his  confederates,  who  is  also  moon- 
stmck,  and  rhymes  in  prose* 

"More  authors  still!"  cried  he,  shewing  me  two  well-dressed  men 
coming  in,    "  one  would  think  they  would  make  a  rendezvous  here  to  pass 


GIL  BLA8.  461 

in  review  before  thee.  Theae  are  Don  Bernard  Deasengoado,  and  Don 
Sebastian  de  Yilla  Viciofia.  The  first  is  a  genius  Ml  of  gall^  an  author 
bom  under  the  planet  Saturn,  a  malidouB  mortal,  whose  pleasore  eonsists 
in  hating  all  the  world,  and  is  himself  beloved  bj  nobody.  Ab  for  Don 
Sebastian,  he  is  a  young  feUow  of  candour,  who  will  let  nothing  lie  upon 
his  oonsoience :  he  lately  brought  a  performance  on  the  stage,  which  had 
an  extraordinary  run ;  and  now  he  has  printed  it  that  he  may  no  longer 
abuse  the  esteem  of  the  public.*' 

The  charitable  pupil  of  Oongora,  was  going  on  in  explaining  the  figures 
of  this  picture,  which  shifted  so  often  to  the  view ;  when  a  gentleman 
belonging  to  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia  came  and  interrupted  him, 
saying,  "  Signer  Don  Pabricio,  I  was  looking  for  you,  in  order  to  let  you 
know  that  his  grace  would  speak  with  you  immediately,  at  his  own  house.*' 
Nunnes,  who  knew  that  a  grandee's  wishes  cannot  be  too  soon  satisfied, 
quitted  me  in  a  trice,  to  go  and  wait  upon  his  Hsoenas :  while  I  remained 
very  much  astonished  to  hear  him  lumoured  with  the  appellation  of  Don, 
and  see  him  thus  become  noble,  in  despite  of  his  sire,  master  Ghrysostom, 
the  barber. 


gms^szni^ 


CHAPTER    XIV. 


TO     THB     HtXTICK     OP      OOOXt 


iru  M  deuions  of  Bedag  Fabrioin  agun, 
that  I  Tinted  him  early  next  moniiiii;. 
"  Good  morrow,"  Mid  I,  when  I  enteTfid, 
*'  Signor  Don  FabrioOrthe  Qo-wttTrW  rather 
glowwonn  of  the  Atutriaa  nobility !"  At 
these  wotds,  he  laughed  heartily.  "  Tlioa 
haat  obeerred  then,"  cried  he,  "Qiatl  am 
dabbed  a  Don  ?"— "  Tes,  tSi.  Gentleman," 
I  replied,  "  and  ^re  me  leave  to  tell  yon, 
that  when  yon  recounted  yosr  metamor- 
phoais  yesterday,  you  ft^t  the  beat  part 
of  it." — "I  did  BO,"  answered  he;  "bnt  truly,  if  I  hare  aunmed  that 
honourable  title,  it  was  not  bo  mnch  with  a  view  to  gratify  my  own  vanity, 
as  to  accommodate  myself  to  that  of  othera.  Thou  ksoweat  the  hwnonr  of 
the  Spaniards;  they  make  no  account  of  an  h«ieet  man  if  he  baa  the  mla- 
fortnne  to  be  poor  and  meanly  born.  I  must  tell  thee  too,  that  I  see 
BO  many  people  call  themselves  Don  Frantusao,  Doi  Pedro,  or  Don  what- 
jou-will,  that  if  there  ia  no  dieat  in  the  case,  thou  wilt  allow  nobility  to  be 
a  very  common  thing,  and  agree,  that  a  plebian  of  merit  bonouia  it  by  his 
association.  Bnt  let  na  change  the  aubject;"  added  he,  "lost  night  I 
supped  at  the  Duke  de  Uedina  Sidonia's,  where,  among  other  gueets,  was 
Count  Oaliano,  a  Sicillian  nobleman  of  the  first  rank ;  and  the  oonversation 
turning  on  the  ridiculous  efiects  of  self-love,  I,  charmed  that  I  had  it  in  my 
power  to  entertain  the  company  on  that  subject,  regaled  them  with  thy 
etory  of  bomiliee.  Thou  mayeet  well  imagine  they  laughed  heartily,  and 
cenaured  the  archbishop  as  he  deserred.  This  produced  no  bad  efteot  for 
thee:  for  thou  wast  pilied  by  everybody;  and  the  Count  Oaliano,  after 
having  asked  a  good  many  questions  concerning  thee,  to  which  thou 
maycst  believe  I  made  Buitablo  answers,  desired  me  to  bring  thee  to  his 
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house.  I  was  just  now  going  in  quest  of  thee,  to  conduct  thee 
thither.  I  suppose  he  intends  to  offer  thee  the  place  of  one  of  his 
secretaries ;  and  I  adrise  thee  to  accept  of  it.  Hie  count  is  richi  and 
spends  like  an  amhassador  at  Madrid:  he  is  come  to  court,  it  is  said, 
to  confer  with  the  Duke  of  Lenna,  ahout  the  crown-demesnes  which 
that  mimster  designs  to  alienate  in  Sicily.  In  short,  Count  Gatiano, 
though  a  Sicilian,  seems  to  be  generous,  just,  and  open ;  and  thou  canst 
not  do  better  than  attach  thyself  to  him :  he  is  the  man,  in  all  probability, 
who  is  destined  to  enrich  thee  according  to  what  was  foretold  in  thy 
behalf  at  Grenada." 

*'  I  had  resolred,''  said  I  to  Nunnez,  "  to  live  at  large  a  Ktde,  and  enjoy 
myself  a  good  while,  before  I  should  go  to  service  again ;  but  thou 
speakest  to  me  of  this  Sicilian  count  in  such  a  manner,  as  induces  me  to 
change  my  resolution,  and  even  to  wish  I  was  already  in  his  family.'' — 
''Thou  mayest  soon  be  there,"  he  replied,  ''or  I  am  much  mistaken." 
At  the  same  time  we  went  out  together  to  the  count,  who  lodged  in  the 
house  of  his  friend  Don  Sancho  d' Airila,  then  in  the  country. 

We  found  in  the  court  a  great  number  of  pages  and  footmen,  clothed  in 
a  livery  equally  rich  and  gay ;  and  in  the  antechamber  several  ushers, 
gentlemen,  and  other  officers,  all  magnificently  dressed :  but  withal  so  ugly, 
that  they  looked  like  a  company  of  apes  in  Spanish  garb.  There  are 
figures  both  of  men  and  women,  on  which  all  art  is  thrown  away. 

Don  Fabridus  having  sent  in  his  name^  vras  immediately  introduced 
into  a  room,  whither  I  followed  him ;  and  found  the  count  in  his  morning 
gown,  sitting  on  a  sofa,  and  drinking  chocolate.  We  saluted  him  with 
all  the  demonstrations  of  the  most  profound  respect ;  and  he  honoured  us 
with  an  inclination  of  the  head,  accompanied  by  such  a  gracious  smile, 
as  at  once  gained  my  heart.  A  wonderful  effect,  though  an  ordinary 
one,  which  a  favourable  reception  from  the  great  produces  in  our  breasts ! 
They  must  receive  us  very  iU,  indeed,  before  we  be  disgusted  at  their 
behaviour. 

Having  drank  his  chocolate,  he  amused  himself  some  time  in  playing 
with  a  large  baboon  that  sat  by  him,  and  was  called  Cupid.  I  don't  know 
for  what  reason  the  name  of  that  god  was  bestowed  on  this  animal,  unless 
it  was  because  it  had  all  his  malice ;  for  it  resembled  him  in  nothing  else, 
Sndi  as  it  was,  however^  it  did  not  fail  to  give  vast  delight  to  its  master, 
who  was  so  much  charmed  with  its  merry  tricks,  that  he  hugged  it 
incessantly  in  his  arms.  Though  Nunnez  and  I  were  not  much  diTcrted 
with  the  gambols  of  this  beast,  we  feigned  ourselves  enchanted  with  its 
performances ;  which  pleased  the  Sicilian  so  much,  that  he  susper  Jed  the 
pleasure  he  enjoyed  in  this  pastime,  to  tell  me,    "Friend,  you  have  it  in 
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your  option  to  be  one  of  my  seoretarioB ;  if  you  like  the  place,  I  will  give 
yoa  two  hundred  pistolae  a  year»  wifhont  any  other  recommendation  than 
that  of  Don  Fabrioo."— '<My  locd,''  cried  Knnnes,  ''I  am  bolder  than 
Plato,  who  had  not  oonrage  enoogh  to  answer  for  one  of  his  Mends, 
whom  ha  sent  to  the  tyrant  Dionysius,  I  am  not  afraid  of  bringing 
reproaches  upon  myself,  by  vonching  for  my  friend.*' 

I  thanked  the  Astorian  poet  with  a  low  bow«  for  his  obliging  oonftdenoe  • 
then  addressing  myself  to  my  patron,  assured  him  of  my  aeal  and  fidelity. 
This  nobleman  no  sooner  peroeived  that  I  relished  his  proposal,  than  he 
ordered  his  steward  to  be  called :  to  whom,  having  oommonicated  some- 
thing in  a  whiaper,  he  said,  *'  Gil  Bias,  I  will  tell  you  presently  what  is  to 
be  the  nature  of  your  employment  Meanwhile  you  may  follow  my  steward, 
who^has  reoeiYed  orders  concerning  you.*'  I  accordingly  obeyed,  leaying 
Fabrico  with  the  Count  and  Cupid. 

The  steward,  who  was  a  most  subtle  Messinese,  conducted  me  to  hi:- 
apartment,  where  he  loaded  me  with  dvilities ;  and  sending  for  the  tailor 
who  had  equipped  the  whole  family,  ordered  him  to  make  for  me,  with  all 
diepatch,  a  suit  of  clothes  of  the  same  magniticenoe  as  those  of  the  principal 
officers.  The  tailor  haying  taken  measure  of  me,  and  retired,  ''As for 
your  lodging,"  said  the  Mesainese,  "  I  know  a  chamber  that  will  exactly  fit 
you.  But  haye  you  breakfasted  ?"  added  he.  When  I  answered  in  the 
negative,  *'  Ah,  poor  lad,*'  said  he,  "  why  did  not  you  speak  ?"  Come,  I  will 
shew  you  to  a  place,  where,  thank  Heaven,  you  may  have  what  you  will  for 
the  asking." 

So  saying,  he  carried  me  down  to  the  buttery,  where  we  found  the  butler, 
a  true  ]!^eapolitan,  every  whit  as  cunning  as  the  Messinese.  It  might  be 
said  of  him  and  the  steward.  These  two  make  a  pair.  This  honest  butler, 
with  five  or  six  of  his  friends,  where  cramming  themselves  with  ham,  cold 
tongue,  and  other  relishing  bits,  which  obliged  them  to  redouble  their 
draughts.  We  joined  these  hearty  cocks,  and  assisted  them  in  their 
attacks  upon  the  count's  best  wines.  While  this  scene  passed  in  the 
butteiy,  another  such  was  acted  in  the  kitchen :  the  cook  also  treated 
three  or  four  tradesmen  of  his  acquaintance,  who  filled  their  bellies  with 
rabbit  and  partridge  pies ;  the  very  scullions  cDJojed  themselves  on  what 
they  could  pilfer ;  so  that  I  thought  myself  in  a  house  abandoned  to  pilhige : 


CHAPTER  XV. 


IFTEsra  OIL  BLU  'WITH  UT  KHTLOTinrtlT  IIT  HIB  HOUaK 


wnn  ta  fetch  my  baggage  to  my  new 
habitation ;  and  vhea  I  i«tnnied,  the  oount 
was  at  dioDer  vi^  tereral  noblemen  and 
the  poet  Nonnee,  who  oallsd  tat  what  be 
wanted  with  an  easy  air,  and  mingled  in 
ooDTcrsation.  Kajr,  I  obeerred  that  erei; 
word  he  spoke  afforded  pleasure  to  the 
company.  What  a  fine  thing  ia  genius  I  A 
man  of  wit  con  easily  torn  himself  into  all 


I  dined  with  tlie  uffictrfl,  who  were  treated  pretty  mach  in  the  same 
manner  as  our  patron ;  and  in  the  afternoon  retired  to  my  chamber,  where 
I  began  to  refleot  on  my  eondition. 

"  Well,  Gil  Bias,"  said  I  lo  myself  "  thoa  art  now  in  the  scrrioe  of  a 
Sicilian  count,  with  whose  real  obaraoter  thou  art  utterly  unacqnaiatei}. 
Tf  we  may  judge  by  appearance,  thou  wilt  be  in  this  family  like  a  fish  in 
the  water :  but  we  mnst  swear  to  nothing ;  and  thou  oughtest  to  distmat 
thy  fate,  the  malignity  of  which  thon  bast  but  too  often  experienced. 
Beeddrs,  then  d(.8t  not  know  for  what  employment  thou  art  retained  :  he 
has  already  two  secretaries  and  a  etewaid :  what  service  then  does  he 
expect  fh>m  thee  i  It  looks  ss  if  he  intended  to  make  thee  his  Mercury. 
In  good  time!  One  cannot  be  <»i  a  better  faoting  with  a  nobleman,  in  order 
to  make  his  way  to  a  good  poet.  He  who  limils  himself  to  honourable 
eerricee  only,  mores  slowly,  step  by  step,  and  seldom  gains  his  point  at  last. 

While  I  was  engrossed  by  these  fine  reflectious,  a  lacquey  came  to  tell 
me,  that  all  the  company  who  had  dined  at  our  house,  were  gone  home, 
and  that  the  ooimt  wanted  to  speak  with  me.    I  flew  instantly  to  his 
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apaitment,  where  I  found  bim  lying  on  his  ocmcfa,  reedy  to  take  his  after- 
noon's nap  with  his  baboon,  which  always  bore  him,company. 

'*  C!ome  hither,  Gil  Bias,*'  said  he,  "take  a  chair,  and  listen  to  what  I 
am  going  to  say/*  I  obeyed  his  orders,  and  he  spoke  to  me  in  these 
terms :  "  Don  Fabricio  has  told  me,  that,  among  other  good  qualities,  yon 
possess  that  of  attaching  yourself  to  yonr  masters ;  and  that  you  are  a 
young  man  of  ineomiptible  integrity.  These  two  qnaKftcations  determined 
me  to  take  yon  into  my  serrioe ;  for  I  have  great  occauons  for  an  afiec- 
tionate  domestic,  who  will  espouse  my  interest,  and  employ  his  whole 
attention  in  husbanding  my  estate.  I  am  rich,  it  is  true,  but  my  yearly 
expense  greatly  exceeds  my  income.  The  reason  is  plain :  I  am  plundered 
by  my  semmts,  and  live  in  my  own  house  as  if  I  was  in  a  forest  among 
robbers.  I  suspect  my  butler  and  steward  of  having  a  fellow-feeling  the 
one  with  the  other :  and  this  is  more  than  enough  to  ruin  me  from  top  to 
bottom.  You  will  say,  if  I  have  reason  to  think  them  rogues,  why  don*t 
I  turn  them  away?  But  where  shall  I  find  others  made  of  a  difiPerent  kind 
of  stuff?  I  will  be  satisfied  with  hating  them  both  observed  by  a  man 
who  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  their  conduct :  and  yon  are  the  person 
whom  I  hare  chosen  for  that  commission ;  of  which  if  you  acquit  yourself 
well,  be  assured  you  shall  not  serve  an  ungrateful  master;  for  I  will  take 
care  to  procure  for  you  a  very  advantageous  settlement  in  Sicily." 

Having  spoken  thus,  he  dismissed  me;  and  that  very  evening  in 
presence  of  all  his  domestics,  I  was  prodaimed  superintendent  of  the 
family.  This  did  not  give  the  Messinese  and  Neapolitan  great  mortificar 
tion  at  first,  because  they  looked  upon  me  as  a  jolly  companion,  of  good 
composition :  and  concluded,  that  by  giving  me  a  share  of  the  spoil,  they 
should  be  allowed  to  go  on  in  their  old  course.  But  they  looked  very  silly 
next  day,  when  I  declared  to  them,  that  I  was  an  enemy  to  all  misdeameanor. 
I  demanded  of  the  butler  an  account  of  the  provision ;  I  visited  the  oeUar, 
and  took  an  inventory  of  every  thing  he  had  in  his  charge ;  I  mean  table 
linen  and  plate.  I  then  exhorted  them  to  be  saving  of  our  patron's  wealth, 
to  lay  out  with  economy ;  and  ended  my  advice,  by  protesting  to  them, 
that  I  would  inform  that  nobleman  of  every  thing  that  I  should  observe 
amiss  in  his  house.  I  did  not  stop  here ;  resolving  to  have  a  spy,  who 
might  discover  if  there  was  any  sinister  intelligence  between  them,  I  cast 
my  eyes  on  a  scullion,  who  being  won  by  my  promises,  assured  me,  that  I 
could  not  have  applied  to  a  more  proper  person,  to  get  notice  of  every 
thing  that  happened  in  the  house :  that  the  butler  and  the  stewards  were  in 
confederacy,  and  burnt  the  candle  at  both  ends ;  that  they  daily  secreted 
one  half  of  the  provision  that  was  bought  for  the  family;  that  the 
Neapolitan  took  care  of  a  lady  who  lived  opposite  to  the  college  of  St. 


ThomM ;  and  the  IfeaseDUn  entertuned  anotlier  at  the  Sun-gate :  feat 
theM  tvo  gentlemen  sent  all  sorts  ot  provudon  to  their  orinphs  vnrf 
ntoming,  and  that  the  oook  also  despatched  saTourj  meswi  to  a  widow  of 
bis  aoqaaiatanee  in  the  neighbourhood  :  and  that  In  eoDsideratioa  of  bia 
Mrrioe  to  the  other  two,  to  whom  he  was  ontatHy  devoted,  he  dispoted  at 
they  did,  of  the  winee  in  the  oellar  t  in  short,  that  these  three  domestiafl 
occasioned  a  moet  horrible  ezpease  in  the  count's  house.  "  If  jou  doubt 
Vf  fepor^"  added  the  acollioa,  "  take  tka  trosfale  of  going  to^murrow 
morning  abont  seren  o'clock  to  the  ooliege  of  8t.  Thomas,  and  jva  ahaU 
■M  BM  loaded  with  a  basket,  whiob  will  ehange  jodr  doubts  into  oertaintj." 


—"  So."  said  I  to  him,  "  thou  art  agent  to  theae  gallart  purreyora."— "  I 
am,"  he  replied,  "  employ«d  by  the  bnfler,  and  ona  of  my  oi 
fbr  the  ateward." 
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I  had  the  cnriosily  to  repair  next  mornings  at  the  appointed  how,  to  the 
ooUege  of  St.  Thomas,  where  I  did  not  wait  long  for  my  spj,  whom  I  saw 
coming  alon^  with  a  hnge  basket,  filled  with  butcher's  meat,  poultry,  and 
venison*  I  took  an  inventory  of  the  particulars,  of  which  I  formed  in  my 
pocket-book  a  small  verbal  process,  that  I  went  and  shewed  to  my  master, 
after  having  told  the  trencher-scraper,  that  he  might  execute  his  com- 
mission as  usual. 

The  Sicilian  noblemaot  who  was  naturally  paasi(mate^'  resolved,  in  the 
first-  transport,  to  turn  away  the  Neapolitan  and  Messenian ;  but  after 
having  reflected  more  cooUy,  contented  himself  with  dismissing  the  lasl^to 
whose  place  I  succeeded ;  so  that  my  office  of  superintendent  was  suppressed 
soon  after  its  creation:  and  truly  I  was  not  sorry  for  it;  for  it  was, 
properly  speaking,  no  other  than  the  honourable  emplo3rment  of  a  spy,  and 
a  post  which  had  nothing  substantial  in  it ;  whereas,  by  being  made  • 
steward,  I  became  master  of  the  strong  box,  and  that  is  every  thing. 
The  steward  always  possesses  the  first  rank  among  the  domestics  of  a 
great  family;  and  there  are  so  many  small  perquisites  attached  to  his 
administration,  that  he  may  grow  rich,  even  though  he  be  an  honest  man. 

My  Neapolitan,  whose  budget  was  not  yet  exhausted,  obserring  my 
seal,  that  I  got  up  evary  morning  to  see  and  keep  an  account  of  what 
victuals  were  bought^  no  longer  secreted  a  part ;  but  the  rascal  continued 
to  purchase  the  same  quantity  as  before.  By  this  stratagem,  increasing 
the  profits  he  drew  firam  the  refuse  of  the  table,  which  was  his  perquisite, 
he  found  himself*  in  a  condition  to  treat  his  charmer  at  least  with  dressed 
victuals,  if  he  could  not  furnish  her  with  raw  provision.  In  short,  the 
devil  lost  nothing  in  this  reformation,  and  the  count  wss  not  a  whit  the 
better  for  having  the  phoenix  of  stewards  in  his  service.  The  superabun- 
dance that  I  then  perceived  at  eveiy  meal  made  me  guess  this  new  trick, 
which  I  immediately  defeated,  by  retrenching  what  was  superfluous  in 
every  course.  This  I  did,  however,  with  such  prudence,  that  the  alteration 
could  not  be  perceived :  one  would  have  thought  that  there  was  still  the 
same  profusion :  and  yet,  by  this  economy,  I  considerably  diminished  the 
expense.  This  was  what  my  patron  required;  he  wanted  to  retrench 
without  appearing  less  magnificent:  for  his  avarice  was  subordinate  to 
his  ostentation. 

There  was  also  another  abuse  to  be  reformed :  I  found  the  wine  ran 
out  apace :  if,  for  example,  twelve  cavaliers  happened  to  dine  with  my 
master,  they  would  exhaust  fifty,  and  sometimes  five  dozen  of  bottles.  I 
.was  astonished  at  this  waste,  and  not  doubting  that  there  must  be  some 
roguery  in  the  case,  consulted  my  oracle,  that  is,  my  drudge,  vdth  whom 
I  very  often  had  private  conferences,  and  who  made  a  faithful  report  of 
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every  tKbg  that  was.said  or  done  in  the  kitchen,  where  he  ihs  not  m  the 
least  suspected.  He  told  me,  that  the  waste  of  which  I  complained 
proceeded  from  a  new  league  hetween  the'  butler,  cook,  and  those  lacquies 
who  filled  the  wine,  and  who  carried  off  all  the  bottles  half  emptieer, 
which  was  afterwards  shared  among  the  confederates.  I  spoke  to  the 
footmen  on  this  subject,  and  threatened  to  turn  them  out  of  doors,  if  eyer 
they  should  think  proper  to  repeat  this  practice :  upon  which  they  were 
reclaimed.  My  master,  whom  I  took  care  to  advertize  of  the  most  minute 
things  which  I  performed  for  his  advantage,  loaded  me  with  praises,  and 
grew  every  day  more  and  more  fond  of  me :  and  I,  in  order  to  reward  the 
good  services  of  the  scullion,  created  liim  cook's  assistant. 

The  Neapolitan  was  enraged  to  find  me  always  on  the  catch  with  him : 
and  was  cruelly  mortified  with  the  contradictions  he  underwent,  whenever 
he  presented  his  accounts  to  me ;  for,  that  I  might  pare  his  nails  the  closer, 
I  took  the  trouble  of  going  to  market,  to  learn  the  price  of  meat,  just 
before  he  went  thither ;  and  as  he  attempted  to  impose  upon  me  afterwards, 
gave  him  a  vigorous  repulse.  I  was  very  well  persuaded  that  he  cursed 
nie  a  hundred  times  a  day ;  but  the  subject  of  his  maledictions  hindered 
me  from  dreading  their  force,  I  cannot  imagine  how  he  could  bear  my 
persecutions,  and  remain  in  the  service  of  the  Sicilian  nobleman.  Doubtless* 
in  spite  of  all  my  endeavours,  he  found  his  account  in  perseverance. 

Fabricio,  whom  I  frequently  saw,  and  to  whom  I  recounted  all  my 
hitherto  unheard  exploits,  in  quality  of  steward,  was  more  disposed  to 
blame  than  applaud  my  conduct,  *<God  grant,"  said  he,  one  day,  *'that 
thou  mayest  be  recompensed  for  all  this  disinterestedness :  but  between 
thee  and  me,  I  believe  it  would  not  fare  the  worse  with  thee  if  thou  wast 
not  quite  so  rough  with  the  butler."  *'How!"  answered  I,  ''shall  that 
robber  charge  in  his  bill  ten  pistoles  for  a  fish  that  did  not  cost  four,  and 
I  pass  over  that  article ?"—"  Why  not?"  he  replied  coldly;  "let  him 
give  thee  the  half  of  the  surplus,  according  to  custom.  In  good  faith  I 
my  friend,"  continued  he,  shaking  his  head,  "you  are  a  mere  ninny,  and, 
in  all  appearance,  will  grow  grey  in  servitude,  since  you  neglect  to  flay  the 
eel  whOe  it  is  in  your  hand.  Take  my  word  for  it,  Fortune  resembles 
those  brisk  airy  coquets  who  despise  the  gallant  chat  stands  upon 
ceremony." 

I  only  laughed  at  the  discourse  of  Nunnei^  who  laughed  again  in  hia 
turn,  and  would  have  persuaded  me  that  he  had  only  spoke  in  jest,  being 
ashamed  of  having  given  n^e  bad  counsel  in  vain.  I  continued  firm  in  the 
resolution  of  being  always  zealous  and  faithful ;  I  felt  no  inclination  to  be 
otherwise ;  and  1  dare  say,  that  in  four  months  I  saved  to  my  master,  by 
my  economy,  three  thousand  ducats  at  least. 


A?^— ^ 
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r  xaaxwn  Hipms  to  cotthi  s^iaros  tuooir,  ymea  u  rSKcivn 
or  CKui  muanait  lo  th4>  ><n»iu]r.    oil  bus  jtui*  mdzj   tbb 


BOUT  thia  time,  the  repose  sf  tlie  6milf 
vai  Btnngelf  distntbed  by  im  acdden^ 
tbUib  will  seem  triflisgto  the'iukder,  dough 
it  turned  out  a  reiy  Berious  matter  to  tha 
■ervanta,  and  cBpeolalty  to  me.  Cupid, 
that  baboon  of  wbicli  1  bare  made  mention, 
tbat  BDimal  bo  belored  by  our  maater* 
BttemptiDg  one  day  to  leap  from  one  irindaw 
to  BDotber,  acquitted  himself  bo  ill  in  tha 
perfbrmance,  that  he  fell  down  into  Ibe 
.  The  count  no  sooner  nndentood  this  mis- 
fi)rttine,  than  he  uttered  anch  piercing  cries,  that  they  vera  heard  alt  over 
the  neighbourhood ;  and,  in  the  excess  of  his  griet,  attaining  all  hifl 
Berrants,  vithont  exception,  he  had  well  nigh  made  a  clear  house.  Hia 
ftiry,  however,  vaa  limited  to  cursing  our  negligences,  end  abusing  us, 
without  sparing  terms  of  reproach.  He  sent  immediately  for  those  snr- 
g:eona  who  were  most  expert  in  fractures  and  dislocated  bones;  and  who 
having  visited  the  patient'sleg,  reduced  it,  and  applied  bandages  accordiagly. 
But  though  all  of  them  assured  him  there  was  no  danger,  my  master 
retained  one  of  them  !n  the  house  to  be  always  near  the  animal,  until  it 
Vas  -.Perfectly  cured. 

I  shenld  be  to  blame  if  I  paased  b-ni  in  silence  the  grief  and  anxiety 
vhich  preyed  upon  the  heart  of  the  Sicilian  nobleman,  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  cure.  .Will  it  be  believed,  that  all  the  day  ha  did  not  stir  from 
bis  dear  Capid  }  He  waft  always  present  when  it  Was  dressed,  and  got  out 
of  bed  to  visit  him  two  or  three  times  eveiy  night  But  the  most  trouble- 
Borne  circnmstanoe  of  all  wee,  tbat  every  domestio  in  the  family,  and  I  in 
particular,  were  alwap  up,  tbat  we  might  be  at  hand,  to  be  sent  where- 
•oerer  it  should  be  thought  proper,  for  the  service  of  this  ape.    In  a  word. 
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w<e  had  mo  VMt  m  the  hoose,  till  tuch  time  as  this  plagaey  bet8t» 
reeotered  of  his  Ml,  betook  himself  again  to  his  usual  caperiogs  and 
tambMngs«  After  this^  can  vi^  rtAise  to  credit  the  report  of  Suetonius^ 
when  he  says  Caligula  Wved  his  horse  to  such  a  dq^ree,  that  he  bestowed 
upon  him  a  house  ricfalj  temthed,  with  olBcers  to  senre  him,  and  eren 
designed  te  make  him  consolf  Mj  patron  was  no  less  charmed  with  his 
baboon,  which  he  would  wilhngty  hsye  created  a  eorregidor,  had  it  been  in 
his  power. 

An  imhickj  drcumstance  for  me  was»  that  I  had  surpassed  all  thetalets 
in  demonstratioDS  of  concern,  that  I  might,  in  so  doings  make  my  court  to 
mj  master,  and  undergone  such  fatigue  in  behalf  of  Cupid,  Ihat  I  M  sick 
upon  it,  and  was  seised  with  such  a  violent  fever,  that  I  lost  my  senses,  and 
know  not  how  I  was  managed  for  fifteen  days,  during  which  I  was  in  a 
manner  between  life  and  death.  This  only  I  know,  that  my  youth  struggled 
so  successively  against  the  fever,  and  perhaps  against  the  remedies  that 
were  administered,  that  at  length  I  recovered  my  understanding.  The 
first  use  I  made  of  it  was  to  peraeive  that  I  was  not  ia  my  own  diamber : 
and  wanting  to  know  the  reason,  I  asked  it  of  an  old  woman  who 
attended  me :  but  she  replied^  that  I  must  not  speak ;  for  the  physician 
had  expressly  foihid  it*  When  we  are  in  good  health,  we  commonly 
laugh  at  the  doctors  but  when  we  are  sick,  we  calmly  submit  to  his 
prescriptions. 

I  thought  proper,  therefore^  to  bold  my  tongue,  how  much  soever  I 
kmged  to  converse  with  my  nurse ;  and  was  engaged  in  reflections  on  this 
subject,  when  two  spruce  beaux  entered,  dressed  in  velvet,  with  very  fine 
ruified  linen.  I  imagined  they  were  two  nobkmen,  fri^ds  of  my  master, 
who,  out  of  consideration  for  him,  came  to  see  um.  On  this  supposition,  I 
made  an  effort  to  sit  up^  and  showed  my  respect  by  taking  off  my  cap :  but 
my  nurse  laid  me  all  along  again^  and  told  tue  that  these  gentlemen  were 
my  physician  and  apothecary. 

The  doctor  coming  to  my  bed-side,  felt  my  pulse,  considered  my  counte- 
nance, and  observing  all  the  ^rmptons  of  an  immediate  cure,  assumed  an 
air  of  triumph,  as  if  he  had  ^atly  centributed  to  it ;  saying,  that  there 
was  nothing  wanting  to  finii^  the  work  but  a  purge,  aft«r  which,  he  might 
boast  of  having  performed  a  fine  cure«  When  he  had  spoken  thus,  he  made 
the  apothecary  write  «  prescription,  which  while  he  dictated,  he  viewed 
himself  in  a  glass,  adjusted  his  periwig,  and  made  sneh  grimaces,  that  I 
could  not  help  laugyng,  in  q>ite  of  my  weakly  condition.  He  then  made 
me  a  solemn  bow,  and  went  away,  much  more  engrossed  by  hb  own  figure 
than  by  the  medicines  he  had  prescribed. 

After  his  dqpeitmre,  the  apotheesry»  irho  had  not  come  thither  fer 


472  BOOK   yU*-^CHAP.    XYI. 

iiiotliiii|>  prefMured  bmaelf  for  doing  Bomething  whkk  may  be  maikf 
guessed;  wliether  he  was  afraid  that  the  dd  woman  oonld  not  «oqiac 
herself  with  dexterity  enough,  or  wanted  to  operate  himself  in  order  co 
tnbwu^  the  value  of  his  ware;  but  with  all  his  address,  I  don't  know  how 
it  happened,  the  operatMm  was  soaroe  perfonned,  when  I  restored  to  the 
operator  all  that  he  had  given  me,  and  left  his  velvet  suit  in  a  fine  piekle* 
He  looked  upon  this  accident  as  a  misfortune  annexed  to  phannacj; 
and  wiping  himself  with  a  towel,  in  silence,  went  away,  resolving  to 
make  me  paj  the  acourer,  >to  whom  he  was  certainly  obliged  to  send  hb 
clothes* 

He  returned  next  mimfing'more  plainly  dressed,  though  he  had  no  risk 
to  run  that  day,  in  briogin^  the  physic  which  the  doctor  had  prsseribed  the 
day  before ;  for  I  not  only^felt  myself  mending  eveiy  aaciment,  but  had 
such  an  aversion,  since  the  preceding  day,/ to  physicians  and  apothecaries^ 
that  I  even  cursed  the  iuiiveiBities  where  those  jgoiilemen  receive  the  power 
of  slaying  men  with  impunity. 

In  this  disposition,  I  swore  Jthat  I  would  take  no  more  medieiiie,  and 
wished  Hippocrates  at  the  devil^' with  all  his  gang.  The  apothecary,  who 
did  not  mind  what  became  of  his  composition,  provided  he  vjl9  fmid  for  it, 
left  it  on  the  table,  and  retired  without  speaking  a  word.  I  ordered  the 
villanous  medicine  to  be  thrown  out  at  a  window  immediately,  being  so 
much  prepossessed  against  it,  that  I  should  have  thought  myself  poisoned 
had  I  swallowed  it.  To  this  stroke  of  disobedience  I  added  another.  I 
broke  silence,  and  told  my  nurse,  in  a  peremptory  tone,  that  I  absolutely 
insisted  upon  knowing  what  was  become  of  my  master.  The  old  woman, 
who  was  apprehensive  of  exciting  in  me  a  dangerous  emotion,  should  she 
gratify  my  curiosity ;  or  resolving,  perhi^,  to  irritate  my  distemper  by 
her  obstinacy,  made  no  answer ;  but  I  persisted  with  so  mudi  passion, 
that  she  .replied,  at  length,  ''Signer  cavalier,  yon  are  now  your  own 
master ;  Count  Graliano  is  gone  back  to  Sicily." 

I  could  not  bdieve  what  I  heard,  and  yet  there  was  noChing  more  true. 
That  nobleman,  the  very  second  day  of  my  distemper,  fearing  that  I 
should  die  at  his  house,  had  the  generosity  to  order  me  to  be  transported, 
with  my  little  effects,  to  a  hired  room,  where  he  had  abandoned  me^  vrith- 
out  ceremcmy,  to  Providence  and  the  care  of  a  nurse.  In  the  interim, 
having  received  an  order  from  court,  obliging  him  to  repass  into  %cily,  he 
set  out  with  such  precipitation,  that  I  was  not  so  much  as  thought  of; 
whether  he  already  numbered  me  with  the  dead,  or  that  people  of  qutiity 
•re  troubled  with  short  memories. 

My  nurse  informed  me  of  all  this ;  and  likewise  assured  me,  it  was  she 
Hrho  had  called  the  physidan  and  apothecary  that  I  mif^t  not  perish  for 
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want  of  asaistaiioe.  This  eomfertable  nefws  threw  me  into  a  profoond 
leTerie.  Adieo,  my  advantageous  settlement  in  Sicily  I  my  sanguinc 
hopes»  farewell!  ''When  any  great  misfortone  hi^pens  to  you»"  says  a 
ocrtain  pope,  ''  examine  yourself  well,  and  you  will  always  patieive  that 
it  was^  in  some  measure,  owing  to  your  own  &ult."  No  disparagexHent 
to  this  holy  father,  I  can*t  see  how  I  contributed  to  my  own  mischance  on 
this  occasion. 

When  I  found  the  flattering  chimeras  with  which  I  had  stuffed  my 
imagination  vanished,  the  next  thing  that  I  concerned  myself  about  was 
my  portmanteau,  which  I  ordered  her  to  bring  to  my  bedside,  that  I  might 
esunine  it.  I  sighed  when  I  perceived  it  open,  crying,  **  Ah  I  my  dear 
portmanteau,  my  only  consolation ;  you  have  been,  I  see,  at  the  mercy  of 
strangers." — "No,  no,  Signor  Gil  Bias,'*  said 'the  old  woman,  "don't  be 
uneasy :  nothing  is  stolen  from  you :  I  have  protected  your  box  as  if  it  had 
been  my  own  honour." 

I  found  in  it  the  suit  of  clothes  which  I  had  when  I  came  into  the 
count's  service,  but  I  looked  in  vain  for  that  which  the  Messenian  had 
ordered  to  be  made  for  me.  My  master  had  not  thought  proper  to  leave 
it  with  me,  or  else  somebody  had  made  free  with  it,  during  my  delirium. 
All  mj  other  baggage  remained,  and  even  a  great  leathern  purse  that 
contained  my  money,  which  I  reckoned  twice,  as  I  could  not  at  first  believe 
that  there  were  but  ^£ty  pistoles  remaining  of  two  hundred  and  sixty,  that 
were  in  it  before  I  fell  sjck.  "  What  is  the  meaning  of  this,  my  good 
mother?"  said  I  to  the  nurse:  "my  finances  are  terribly  diminished." 
"Aod  yet  nobody  except  myself  hath  touched  them,"  said  the  old 
woman,  "  and  I  have  been  as  frugal  as  possible :  but  sickness  is  very 
expensive;  one  is  always  laying  out.  Here>'*  added  the  good  mother, 
taking  a  packet  of  papers  out  of  her  pocket,  "  here  is  an  account  of  the 
expense,  as  just  as  the  current  coin,  which  will  shew  that  I  have  not 
employed  a  maravedi  amiss." 

I  glanced  over  the  bill,  woich  contained  fifteen  or  twenty  pages. 
Mer<7  upon  me !  what  a  quantity  of  poultry  had  been  bought,  while  I  was 
out  of  my.  senses.  There  was  in  broths  only  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
pistoles,  at  least.  The  other  articles  w«re  answerable  to  this.  It  can't  be 
imagined  how  much  was  laid  out  for  wood,  candles,  water,  and  brooms. 
Neyertheless,  swelled  as  this  account  was,  the  sum  total  did  not  exceed 
thirty  pistoles,  consequently  there  ought  to  be  a  remainder  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty.  This  I  represented  to  her ;  but  the  beldame,  with  an  air  of 
devotion,  began  to  take  all  the  saints  to  witness,  tlyit  there  were  but  four- 
score pistoles  in  the  purse  when  the  count's  butler  gave  her  the  chnr^  of 
wy  portmanteau.     "  What  is  that  you  say,  goody  ?"  cried  I,  with  piedpi* 
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Ul&oa,  ^  was  it  tlie  butier  who  pot  ny  tihings  into  your  hands  t** — "  VHth* 
mkt  dodbt,  it  was  he,*^  she  reptied,  **  by  Ihis  token,  that  when  he  gaye  me 
them,  he  said,  'Good  mother,  when  Signor  QU  Bias  is  stiff,  don't  fidl  to 
treat  him  with  a  good  fbneral,  fat  there  is  monqr  enough  in  the  portmaa- 
tean  to  answef  the  expense.'  '* 

'*  Ah,  damned  Neapc^taaT'  cried  I,  **I  am  no  longer  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  my  money  is  gone :  yon  have  swept  it  away,  to  make  yonraelf  some 
amends  lor  the  thefts  I  hindered  yon  to  commit.*'  After  this  apostrophe, 
I  thanked  Heaven  that  the  knave  had  not  carried  off  the  whole.  What* 
erer  reason  I  had,  however,  to  accuse  the  bntler  of  having  robbed  me,  I 
eould  not  help  thinking)  that  the  mirse  might  possibly  have  done  the  deed. 
My  suspicion  fbU  sometimes  on  one,  sometimes  on  the  other ;  bat  it  was 
•till  the  same  thing  to  me. 

I  said  nothing  to  the  old  woman :  I  did  not  eren  cavil  at  the  artides  of 
her  unconscionable  bill ;  for  I  should  have  got  nothing  but  wrangling  and 
every  one  must  understand  his  trade :  my  resentment,  therefore^  was  con- 
tented with  paying  and  dismissing  her  three  days  after. 

I  believe,  when  she  went  from  me,  she  advertised  the  apothecary  that 
•he  had  been  dismissed,  and  that  I  was  well  enough  to  decamp,  without 
taking  my  leave  of  him ;  for  in  a  moment  after  he  came  to  me,  quite  out 
of  breath,  and  presented  his  bill,  in  which,  under  names  that  were  utterly 
unknown  to  me^  although  I  had  been  a  physician,  he  had  set  down  all  the 
pretended  medicines  with  which  he  had  fiurnished  me,  while  I  was  out  of 
my  senses.  This  bill  might  be  justly  said  to  have  been  written  in  the  true 
spirit  of  an  apothecary  >.  and  accordingly  we  disputed  about  the  payment  of 
it.  I  insisted  on  his  abating  one  htH  of  the  sum  he  demanded :  he  swore 
he  would  not  abate  one  maravedi.  Considering,  however,  thai  he  had  to 
do  with  a  young  man,  who  might  give  him  tiie  slip,  by  quitting  Madrid 
that  very  day,  he  diose  radier  to  be  contented  wiAi  what  I  offered, 
that  is,  three  times  the  value  of  Hs  dmgs,  than  to  ran  the  risk  of 
losing  the  whole.  I  gave  him  the  money  with  infimte  regret,  and  he 
retired  fiitty  revenged  for  the  amaD  disgrace  he  had  suffered  on  the  day  of 
t^e  dyster. 

The  physician  appeared  almost  at  the  same  time ;  for  iliose  animals  are 
always  at  the  tail  of  one  another.  I  paid  him  fbr  his  visits,  vphieh  had 
been  very  numerous,  and  sent  him  away  very  well  satisfied.  But  before  he 
would  leave  me,  in  order  to  prove  that  he  had  earned  his  fees,  he  related 
all  the  mortal  symptoms  which  he  had  prevented  in  my  distempei; ;  a  task 
he  performed  in  very  learned  terms,  and  with  an  agreeable  air,  though  it 
was  altogether  above  my  comprehension.  When  I  had  dispatdied  him  I 
thought  I  had  got  rid  of  all  the  ministers  of  the  Fates.    But  I  was  mista* 
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ken :  •  mrgten,  vfaom  I  kad  neru  Men,  entned  my  iqMrtmen^  and, 
having  sainted  me  rerj  leipectfiillj,  expreased  great  joy  in  weiiig  me  out 
of  danger,  a  delireranee  wHoh,  he  nid,  he  sttribnted  to  two  eopiouB 
bleedings  that  he  had  performed,  and  some  QUpping^glaoKB  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  apply.  Ibia  was  another  feathei  to  be  plnoked  from  mj 
wing.  I  waa  &in  to  pay  tribute  to  the  suigeoa  alio.  After  ao  many 
erscnationfl,  my  purae  became  bo  feeble,  that  it  was  little  better  titan,  n 
li&leas  corpse,  so  little  of  the  radical  moisture  remained. 

I  began  to  lose  oonrage,  when  I  saw  myself  relapsing  into  a  state  of 
misery.  I  had,  while  I  served  my  last  masters,  oonoeiTed  too  great  an 
affection  ft>r  the  convenienoea  of  life,  and  oonld  no  longer,  as  formerly,  look 
upon  indigence  with  the  eye  of  a  oyoio  philosopher.  I  will  own,  howerar, 
that  I  was  very  mooh  in  the  wrong  to  let  myself  &U  a  prey  to  melancholy. 
After  having  so  often  ezperie^oed  that  fortune  no  soonu  overthrew  than 
■he  raised  me  up  again,  I  onght  to  have  regarded  the  tronhlMorae  ntoation 
inwbioh  I  w*m,  as  another  iotrodnctioa  to  piosperi^. 
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,  X  not  haviog  heard  of  ITaiinez  all  thia  (iiM 
'  luipriaed  ine  ao  mvcti,  that  I  oonolncled  fas 
'  moat  be  in  the  oonntcy,  and,  as  loon  as  I 
could  walk,  I  went  to  hia  lod^gs,  when 
I  I  nndentood  that  he  had  aotnally  gone  to 
I  AndaloBia,  three  weeks  before,  with  tha 
Duke  da  Uediaa  Sidonia.  One  morningi 
at  iraking,  Don  Uelohior  da  la  Sooda  ouna 
into  mjr  head ;  and  remembenng  that  I  had 
>  promiBed  bira,  while  I  was  at  Grenada,  to 
Tint  his  nephew,  if  ever  I  ahonld  return  to  Uadrid,  I  resolved  to  keep  my 
promise  that  very  day.  Having  got  a  direction  to  the  honae  of  I>on 
Balthazar  de  Zuoiga,  I  repaired  thither,  and  aiked  for  Signer  J'oaeph 
KavaiTOi  who  soon  appeared.  When  I  saluted  him,  he  received  me 
politely,  hat  coldly,  although  I  had  aignified  my  name.  I  did  not  know 
how  to  woonoile  this  froaen  reoeptioii  with  the  character  I  had  heard  of 
tbiaolerk  of  the  Idtohen  ;  and  was  going  away,  with  the  resolution  to  save 
mjielf  the  trouble  of  a  second  visit,  when  all  of  a  auddeii,  assuming  an  open 
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•miliiig  air,  he  cried,  with  a  good  deal  of  emotion.  "  Ah  I  Signor  Gil  Bias 
de  Santillane,  praj  pardon  the  reception  I  have  given  you.  Mj  memory 
had  betrayed  my  inclination :  I  had  forgotten  your  name,  and  little  thought 
that  yon  was  the  cavalier  of  whom  mention  is  made  in  a  letter  which  I  ssoei- 
ved  from  Grenada,  about  four  months  ago.  How  rejoiced  am  I  to  see  you  P' 
added  he,  throwing  his  arms  about  my  neck  with  transport.  ''My  uncle 
Melchior,  whom  I  love  and  honour  as  a  father,  conjures  me,  if  perchance 
I  should  have  the  honour  of  seeing  you,  to  treat  you  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  you  were  his  son ;  and  to  employ,  if  there  should  be  occasion, 
my  own  credit,  and  that  of  my  friends  in  your  behalf.  He  has  praised 
the  qualities  of  your  head  and  heart  in  such  terms  as  would  have  interested 
me  ill  your  favour,  even,  if  I  had  not  been  engaged  thereto  by  his  recommend- 
ation I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  look  upon  me  as  a  man  to  whom  my 
unde  has  imparted,  by  letter,  all  his  sentiments  with  regard  to  you.  I  offer 
you  my  friendship,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  me  yours." 

I  answered  with  that  gratitude  which  I  owed  to  the  polite  behaviour  of 
Joseph;  and,  like  people  of  warmth  and  sincerity,  we  contracted  an 
intimacy  on  the  spot.  I  did  not  scruple  to  disclose  the  situation  of  my 
affidrs :  which  he  no  sooner  heard,  than  he  said,  **  I  undertake  to  procure 
a  place  for  you ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  don't  fail  to  come  and  dine  with 
me  every  day.  Tou  will  fu«  better  here  than  at  your  eating-house.*' 
The  offer  was  too  agreeable  to  a  poor  creature  just  come  out  of  a  fit  of 
illness,  who  had  been  used  to  good  living,  to  be  rejected.  I  accepted  the 
invitation  therefore,  and  recruited  so  well  in  that  family,  that,  in  fifteen 
days,  I  had  the  face  of  a  Bemardine  monk.  Melchior^s  nephew  seemed  to 
make  up  his  pack  rarely :  but  how  could  it  be  otherwise?  He  had  three 
strings  to  his  bow;  was  at  the  same  time  butler,  steward,  and  clerk  of  the 
kitchen :  (besides  our  friendship  apart),  I  believe  the  comptroller  of  the 
house  and  he  had  a  very  good  understanding  together. 

I  was  perfectly  recovered,  when  my  friend  Joseph,  seeing  me  come  in 
one  day  to  dine  as  usual,  made  up  to  me  with  a  gay  air,  and  said,  *'  Signor 
Gil  Bias,  I  have  a  pretty  good  place  in  view  for  you.  You  must  know 
that  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  prime  minister  of  the  Spanish  crown,  in  order  to 
devote  himself  entirely  to  affairs  of  state,  intrusts  two  persons  with  his  ovm 
concerns.  Don  Diego  de  Monteser  has  the  care  of  gathering  his  rents ; 
and  his  household  expense  is  managed  by  Don  Bodrigo  de  Calderona. 
These  two  men,  in  whom  he  can  confide,  exerdse  their  employments  with 
absolute  authority,  without  the  least  dependance  on  one  another.  Don 
Diego  usually  keeps  in  his  service  two  stewards  to  receive  the  cash ;  and 
as  I  understood  this  morning  that  he  had  dismissed  one  of  them,  I  Lave 
been  to  ask  the  place  for  you.     Signor  de  Monteser,  who  knows  me.  and 
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of  whose  frieodship  I  may  boast,  has  granted  it,  without  any  difficulty,  oo 
my  reoommendation  of  your  morals  and  capacity.  We  will  go  to  his  house 
this  afternoon." 

We  went  thither  accordingly.  I  was  very  graciously  reoeii«d»  tad 
installed  in  the  employment  of  the  steward  who  had  been  dismissed.  His 
office  consisted  in  visiting  the  farms,  keeping  them  in  repair,  and  receiving 
the  rents :  in  a  word,  I  was  concerned  in  the  oonntry  estate,  and  every 
mcHith  gave  in  my  accounts  to  Don  Diego»  who  examined  them  with  great 
attention.  Tins  was  what  I  wished ;  although  my  integrity  had  been  so 
ill  repaid  by  my  late  master,  I  was  resolved  to  continue  always  in  the 
same  path. 

One  day,  having  got  notice  that  a  fire  had  happened  in  the  castle  of 
Lerma,  and  that  more  than  one  half  of  it  had  been  reduced  to  ashes,  I 
went  thither  immediately  to  take  an  account  of  the  damage ;  and  having 
informed  myself  exactly,  upon  the  spot,  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  fire, 
I  composed  an  ample  relation  of  it,  which  Monteser  showed  to  the  Duke 
of  Lerma.  The,minister,  notwithstanding  the  affliction  he  was  in,  to  hear 
such  bad  news,  was  struck  with  the  relatioxi,  and  could  not  hdp  asking 
who  was  the  author.  Don  Diego  not  only  satisfied  him  in  that  particular, 
but  also  spoke  so  much  in  my  favour,  that  his  excellency  remembered  me 
six  months  after,  on  the  occasion  of  a  story,  which  I  am  going  to  recount, 
and  without  which,  perhaps,  I  should  never  have  been  employed  at  court. 
Here  it  is. 

At  that  time  there  lived  in  the  street  of  the  Infantas,  an  old  lady  called 
Inesilla  de  Cantarilla,  whose  birth  was  not  certainly  known.  Some  said 
that  she  was  the  daughter  of  a  lute-maker :  and  others,  that  her  fiither 
was  a  commander  of  the  order  of  St.  Jago.  Be  that  as  it  will,  she  was  a 
prodigy.  Nature  had  bestowed  upon  her  the  singular  privilege  of  charming 
the  male  sex,  during  the  whole  course  of  her  life,  which  exceeded  seventy- 
five  years.  She  had  been  idolized  by  the  noblemen  of  the  old  court,  and 
saw  herself  adored  by  those  of  the  new.  Tim^  that  spares  not  even 
beauty,  had  exerted  itself  upon  hers  in  vain ;  though  he  had  withered  it^ 
he  could  not  deprive  her  of  the  power  to  please :  and  a  noble  air,  an 
enchanting  wit,  and  graces  that  were  peculiar  to  her,  made  her  inspire  the 
men  with  passion,  even  in  her  old  age. 

One  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma' s  secretaries,  called  Don  Valeric  de  Luna, 
a  cavalier  of  five-and-twenty,  saw  Inesilla,  and  fell  in  love  with  her.  He 
declared  himself  in  the  most  passionate  terms,  and  pursued  his  prey  with 
all  the  fury  that  love  and  youth  can  inspire.  The  lady,  who  had  her 
reasons  for  not  complying  with  his  wishes,  did  not  know  how  to  moderate 
his  flame.    One  day,  however,  thinking  she  had  found  the  means,  she 
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earned  the  yomig  man  into  her  closet,  and  pointing  to  a  dock  that  stood 
upon  a  tahle.  "You  see,"  said  she,  "what  hour  it  ia»-— on  the  same  day 
and  hour  did  I  come  into  the  world,  seTenty-fire  years  ago ;  and  do  you 
really  think  it  hecomes  one  of  my  age  to  be  engaged  in  love  intrigues? 
Recall  your  reason,  my  child,  and  stifle  those  sentiments  which  are  so 
unsuitable  both  to  you  and  me."  At  this  sensible  advice,  the  cavalier, 
who  no  longer  acknowledged  the  authority  of  reason,  answered  the  lady 
with  all  the  impetuosity  of  a  man  possessed  by  the  most  violent  emotions. 
"Cruel  Inesillal  why  have  you  recourse  to  such  frivolous  remonstrances  1 
Do  you  imagine  that  they  can  change  you  in  my  eyes?  Don't  flatter 
yourself  with  such  a  vain  hope.  While  you  are  such  as  I  behold  you, 
or  while  my  view  is  fitfdnated  by  the  charm,  I  cannot  cease  to  love 
you." — "Well  then,"  said  she  "  sinoe  you  are  so  obstinate  as  to  persist  in 
the  resolution  of  fadgning  me  with  your  addresses,  my  house  shall  be  no 
longer  open  to  you,  I  forbid  you  to  come  near  it,  and  desire  to  see  you 
no  more. 

You  vnll,  perhaps,  believe,  after  this,  that  Don  Valeric,  disconcerted 
at  what  he  had  heard,  made  an  honourable  retreat.  On  the  contrary, 
he  became  still  more  importunate.  Love  produces  the  same  effect  in  its 
votaries,  as  wine  does  in  drunkards.  The  cavalier  begged,  sighed,  and 
making  a  sudden  transition  from  entreaties  to  rage,  attempted  to  enjoy  by 
force  what  he  could  not  otherwise  obtain.  But  the  lady  resisting  with 
courage,  cried,  with  an  air  of  indignation,  "  Hold,  rash  wretch !  I  will 
soon  bridle  your  impetuous  ardour.  Know  that  you  are  my  son."  Don 
Valerio  was  confounded  at  these  words,  which  suspended  the  violence  of  his 
passion.  But  imagining  that  Inesilla  spoke  thus  only  to  be  rid  of  his 
solicitations,  he  answered,  "You  have  invented  that  fable  to  elude  my 
desires." — "  No,  no,"  said  she,  interrupting  him,  "  I  reveal  a  mystery, 
which  I  should  always  have  concealed,  had  not  you  reduced  me  to  the 
necessity  of  disclosing  it.  Siz-and-twenty  years  ago,  I  was  in  love  with 
Don  Pedro  de  Luna,  your  father,  who  was  then  Governor  of  Segovia,  and 
you  became  the  fhnt  of  our  mutual  passion.  He  owned  you  for  his  son, 
gave  you  a  good  education ;  and  although  he  had  not  been  without  other 
children,  your  good  qualities  would  have  determined  him  to  leave  you  a 
fortune.  J,  for  my  part,  did  not  forsake  yon ;  as  soon  as  you  began  to 
appear  in  the  world,  I  allured  you  to  my  house,  in  order  to  inspire  you 
with  that  polite  behaviour,  which  is  so  necessaiy  to  a  gallant  man,  and 
which  women  can  only  bestow.  I  did  more :  I  employed  all  my  credit  to 
introduce  you  into  the  prime  minister's  service.  In  short,  I  have  interested 
myself  for  you,  as  I  ought  to  do  for  a  son.  After  this  declaration,  take 
your  own  measures.    If  you  can  purify  your  sentiments,  and  look  upon 


me  onlf  u  •  mother,  I  do  not  banish  you  from  mj  tif^i,  hnt  will  treat 
jon  with  all  the  tandemeas  I  have  hitherto  presarred :  bat  if  you  are 
incapable  of  that  effort,  which  both  nature  and  reaaon  demand,  fly  thia 
momrait,  and  deliver  me  from  the  horror  of  your  preaenoe." 

While  Ineailla  (poke  in  this  manner,  Don  Valerio  remained  in  profound 
i^ence.  He  aeemed  to  raoall  hia  Tirtue,  and  endeavooi  to  Taoquiab  him- 
ielf:  but  he  meditated  another  design,  and  prepared  ■  quite  difEennt 
■pectaole  for  hia  mother.  Being  unable  to  oonaole  himielf  for  tk«  insor- 
monntabte  obataole  that  oppoaed  his  wiahea,  he  baaely  yidded  to  hia 
'despair:  he  drew  hii  aword,  and  plunged  it  in  hia  own  boiom;  poDiahing 
.himself  like  another  (Edipna;  with  tbia  difference,  that  the  Theban  plucked 
out  bis  own  eyes,  out  of  gritf  for  having  oommitted  the  orime ;  whenas 
the  Castilian  stabbed  himaulf,  because  he  oonld  not  oommit  it. 

The  unhappy  Son  T&terio  did  not  die  immediately  of  the  blow  he  had 
^ven  himself:  bat  had  time  to  r.  ,Mint,  and  ask  pardon  of  Heaven,  for 
hsTing  taken  away  his  own  life.  As  he  left  by  his  death  a  vacancy  in  the 
post  of  aeoretary  to  the  Duke  of  Lerroa,  that  minister,  who  had  not  for- 
gotten my  account  of  the  fire,  aor  the  good  character  lie  had  heard  of  me^ 
ohose  me  to  fill  the  place  of  this  young  genllemao. 
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«iL  BUS  n  patanrTED  to   thb  dukr   of  i.aBi(A,   imo  sEcitrm  bim 
imo   THK   iruitBiK    or   his    becuetibibs  ;    efin   hik   to   Wokk,    and 

U  UTKIIXD  TIIH  HU    rBBFOBHABCE. 


I  LTHouQR  I  feel  Mine  regret  in  lonag  yon. 
Friend  Oil  Bias,"  eaid  Don  Diego,  "  I 
'  lore  jon  too  well  not  to  be  oveijoyed  at 
I  ymu  ancceeding  Don  Valerio.  Ton  will 
not  bil  to  make  a  fine  fortune,  provided 
<  7011  follow  two  pieces  of  adnoe  which  I 
have  to  give  yon.  Ttie  firat  is  to  appear  so 
much  attached  to  his  exoellenoy,  that  ha 
shall  never  doubt  of  your  being  entirely  de- 
Totod  to  hiawill.  And  the  second  is  to  male  your  court  to  Signer  fiodrigo 
dfl  Calderona ;  for  that  man  moulds  the  mind  of  his  master  like  wax.  If 
yon  bare  tlie  good  fortune  to  acquire  the  good  will  of  that  &Touiite  secre- 
tary, you  will  go  a  great  way  in  a  very  little  time." 

"  Signer,"  aaid  I  to  Don  Diego,  after  having  thanked  bim  for  his  good 
adviee,  "  tell  me,  if  yon  please,  Don  Bodrigo's  character.  I  have  often 
heard  him  spoken  of,  and  represented  bod  enough ;  but  I  have  not  much 
oonfidenoe  in  the  pictures  which  people  draw  of  those  who  have  posts  at 
court;  though  sometiines,  I  believe,  they  do  not  jndge  amiss.  Fray,  tell 
me  then,  what  do  you  think  of  Bignor  Calderona  ?  "— "  Yon  me  ask  a  very 
delicate  question,"  replied  the  ovoraeer,  with  a  satirioal  smile !  "  I  would 
tell  any  hody  bat  yon,  withont  hesitation,  that  he  is  a  very  honourable 
gentleman,  of  an  unblemished  character.  But  I  will  deal  more  frankly  with 
you ;  for  beddaa  that  I  believe  you  a  ycung  nun  of  discretion,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  talk  openly  to  yon  of  Don  BodiigOi  nnoe  I  have  advised  you 
to  cultivate  htm  with  oare ;  otherwiee  I  sbosld  only  oUige  yoa  \ij  halves. 
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"Toa  miut  know  then,  that  from  «  simple  domestic  of  liis  gxcellcpfly^ 
when  be  was  only  Don  Francis  de  SandoTal»*  this  man  has  airiTed,  hj 
degrees^  at  the  post  of  his  first  secretary.  There  never  was  a  prouder  man: 
be  looks  upon  himself  as  the  Duke  of  Lerma's  colleague;  and,  at  bottom, 
he  may  be  said  to  share  with  him  the  authority  of  prime  minister,  since 
be  bestows  posts  and  governments  on  whom  he  pleases  to  oblige.  Thia 
the  public  often  murmur  at ;  but  he  gives  himself  no  trouble  about  the 
matter :  provided  an  affair  yields  him  a  handsome  present,  he  bids  defiance 
to  censure.  Ton  will  easily  conceive^  from  what  I  have  said,"  added  Don 
Diego^  «<how  you  are  to  behave  to  such  a  haughty  mortal." — "Oh  yei^" 
said  I,  "leavethat  to  me.  It  will  be  very  unlucky  indeed  if  I  cannot  gain 
his  favour.  When  one  knows  the  foiblM  of  a  person  whom  he  wishes  to 
please,  he  must  be  no  conjuror  if  he>  fiuls  of  success.*' — "Well  theoa*' 
veplied  Monteser,  "I  will  now  present  you  to  the  Dukeof  Lerma." 

We  went  immediately  to  the  house  of  that  minister,  whom  we  found 
giving  audience  in  a  great  hall,  where  there  was  more  company  than  at 
court.  Here  I  saw  commanders  and  knights  of  Calatrava  and  St.  Jago^ 
soliciting  for  governments  and  viceroyalties ;  bishops^  who  being  sickly  at 
their  own  dioceses,  desired  to  be  made  archbishops,  only  for  the  change  of 
air :  and  some  holy  fiithers,  of  the  order  of  St.  Dominic  and  St.  Francis^ 
who  laid  claim  to  the  mitre  with  great  humility.  I  likewise  observed  some 
half-pay  officers,  who  acted  the  same  part  that  Captain  Chinchilla  had 
formerly  performed,  that  is,  spent  all  they  had  in  dancing  attendance  for  a 
pension.  If  the  Duke  did  not  gratify  all  their  desires,  he  at  least  received 
their  petitions  with  great  affiibUity ;  and  I  perceived  that  he  answered  veiy 
politely  to  those  who  spoke  to  him. 

We  waited  patiently,  until  he  had  dispatched  all  these  supplicants; 
then  Don  Diego  said  to  him,  "  My  lord,  here  is  Gil  Bias  de  Santillane, 
the  young  maI^  whom  your  excellency  has  chosen  to  supply  the  place  of 
Don  Yalerio.**  At  these  words  the  Duke,  casting  his  eyes  upon  mc^  said, 
in  a  very  obliging  manner,  ''That  I  had  already  merited  it  by  die  services 
I  had  done  him.'*  He  afterwards  carried  me  into  his  doset,  to  discouise 
with  me  in  private,  or  rather,  judge  of  my  understanding  by  my  convsr- 
sation.  He  desired  to  know  who  I  was,  and  the  life  I  had  hitherto  led, 
exacting  o(  me  a  sincere  narration  of  the  whole.  What  a  detail  was  this 
for  me  to  give  1  There  was  no  thinking  of  telling  liea  before  a  prime 
minister  of  Spain.    On  the  other  hand,  I  had  so  many  things  to  tell  at  the 

*  Francis  de  Roias  de  Saadovsl,  cardinal  and  Duke  of  Lema,  grandee  of  Spaini 
by  three  aeveral  claims,  was  thitt  favoarite  and  prime  minister  to  Plulip  tbe  Third, 
whom  he  governed  witii  absolute  power  for  manj  years,  but  was  at  last  disgraced, 
October  i,  1618,  and  died  seven  years  sfter,  on  his  retain  to  Tslladolid. 
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cacpense  of  mj  ranity,  t&at  I  eoiild  not  resolre  on  a  general  confession. 
How  should  I  extricate  myself  from  this  embarrassment;  I  took  the 
resolution  of  embellishing  the  truth  in  those  parts  where  it  would  hare 
offended  in  its  nakedness :  but  he  did  not  fail  to  discover  it,  in  spite  of 
all  mj  skill.  "Monsieur  do  SantiUane,^*  said  he,  with  a  smile,  when  F 
nad  finished  my  story,  "  I  see  you  hare  been  in  your  time  a  little  upon 
the  picaro.*'*  I  answered,  with  a  blush,  "Tour  excellency  ordered  me 
to  be  sincere,  and  I  have  obeyed." — "  I  am  obliged  to  thee  for  it,**  he 
replied,  "go,  my  child,  thou  hast  come  off  very  cheaply.  lam  astonished 
that  thou  wast  not  undone  by  in  example.  There  are  many  honest  people 
who  would  have  turned  great  rogues,  had  fortune  put  them  to  the  same 
trials.  Friend  Santillane,"  continued  the  minister,  "forget  thy  past  life, 
and  remember  that  thou  now  belongest  to  the  king,  in  whose  service  thou 
wilt  be  employed  for  the  future.  Follow  me,  and  I  will  make  thee 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  thy  ofBce.*  He  carried  me  into  a  little 
doset  adjoining  to  his  own,  where  I  saw,  upon  shelves,  twenty  thick 
r^bters  in  folio.  "  It  is  here,'*  said  he,  "  where  thou  must  work.  These 
registers  compose  a  dictionary  of  all  the  noble  families  within  the  kingdoms 
and  principalities  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  Every  book  contains  in 
alphabetical  order,  the  abridged  history  of  every  gentleman ;  in  which 
are  recounted  the  services  which  he  and  his  ancestors  have  performed  to' 
the  state,  as  well  as  the  affairs  of  honour  in  which  they  have  been  engaged. 
There  is  also  mention  made  of  their  fortune,  their  morals ;  and,  in  a  word, 
of  all  their  good  and  bad  qualities :  so  that,  when  they  come  to  solicit 
favours  at  court,  I  see,  with  one  glance  of  my  eye,  whether  or  not  they 
deserve  them.  That  I  may  have  an  exact  information  of  all  these  things, 
I  have  pensionaries  every  where,  who  take  care  to  get  good  intelligence, 
which  they  transmit  to  me  in  writing ;  but  as  their  memorials  are  often 
diffuse,  and  stuffed  with  provincial  modes  of  expression,  they  must  be 
rendered  more  concise,  and  the  diction  polished;  because  his  majesty 
sometimes  orders  these  regbters  to  be  read  to  him.  In  this  work,  which 
requires  a  perspicuous  style,  I  will  employ  thee  this  very  moment." 

So  sayings  he  took  out  of  a  portfolio,  full  of  papers,  a  memorial,  which 
he  put  into  my  hand;  and- went  out  of  my  doset,  leaving  me  at  Uberty 
to  perform  my  coirp  d'  esBoi.  I  f«ad  the  pieee»  which  seemed  not  only 
staffed  with  barbarous  terms,  but  even  filled  with  indecent  passion; 
though  it  had  been  oomposad  l^  a  monk  in  the  town  of  Solsona.  He 
there  tore  to  pieces,  witho^  mercy,  B,fp(A  Gatalonian  family;  and  God 
knows  if  he  spoke  truth:  it  looked  so  much  like  a  scandalous  libe]«  that 

*  Pkaro,  a  Spantoh  word,  ngnifying  rogue. 
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I  at  flnt  nada  soma  nrspla  <rf  working  apoa  U ;  bdny  afraid  of  naktaff 
VTwlf  an  Bcoomplioe  in  the  oalamny.  KBTortheleas,  novioa  as  I  was  at 
oomt,  I  went  on,  at  the  hazard  of  hta  nTcrenoe'a  wml;  aod  plaoing  all 
the  iniquity,  if  then  wai  any  in  Uie  oaae,  to  hii  acoonnt,  begaa  to 
diahoDonr,  in  good  Caatilian  phrasea,  two  ta  thiee  generationa  of  faoiwat 
men,  perhapa. 

I  had  already  finiahed  four  or  flvo  pages,  when  the  doke,  impadent  to 
blow  how  I  perfonned,  retoijied  and  said,  "  Santillane,  show  me  what 
thon  haat  done ;  for  I  bog  to  aee  it:"  at  the  aame  time,  throwing  his  eyes 
«pon  my  work,  he  read  tiie  beginning  with  great  attention ;  and  seamed 
■0  well  aatiffied,  that  I  wai  surpriied  at  hia  oommendation.  "  Frapoo' 
■eaaed  aa  I  was  in  thy  faTOor,"  said  he,  "  I  confess  thou  host  snrpjSBed 
my  expectation ;  thon  writeat  not  only  with  all  the  clearness  and  distinctioa 
that  1  d<  aired,  but  thy  style  is  also  spirited  and  easy  :  thoa  jn«tifiest  the 
•hoiea  I  bare  made  of  thy  pen,  and  oonsolest  me  for  tlia  loss  of  thy 
nedeoeiBCT."  He  would  not  have  oon&ned  my  eulogium  to  this,  had  he 
pot  been  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  his  nepbew,  the  Count  da  Lamoa, 
Thon  his  exoellenny  embraced  aeveral  ttmee,  and  recdred  in  such  a 
Banner  aa  gaTo  me  to  understand  that  be  lored  him  with  a  tender 
affeotion.  They  shut  themselTes  up  U^ether,  to  talk  in  private  of  a  family 
•flair,  which  I  eball  have  oooasioa  to  mention  in  the  sequel ;  and  wiA 
which  the  minister,  at  that  time,  seemed  to  be  more  engrossed  than  with 
the  burinest  of  the  king. 

While  they  were  engaged  together,  I  heard  the  clock  strike  twelve ;  and 
M  I  knew  that  the  aeoretaries  and  clerks  quitted  their  offices  at  that  hour, 
to  go  and  dine  somewhere,  Z  left  my  perfonnance,  and  wentont,  not  with 
a  view  of  going  to  Uonteser's  house,  for  he  had  already  pud  my  appoint* 
ments,  and  I  had  taken  my  leave  of  him,  bnt  to  the  most  famous  ordinary 
at  the  court  end  of  the  town:  ■  common  eating-house  would  not  now 
•erre  my  turn,  Bemember  that  thon  now  belongest  to  the  king.  These 
words  whiok  the  duke  had  proaoonced,  were  seeda  of  ambitioa  that  every 
inatant  ipnmg  up  ia  my  aoiiL 
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n  LEiBKi  TiuT  HIS  ran  is  irtn  altoskthik 

'  IS  UNEUISIM  AT  TSU  FIICX  OW  ITSWB,  THl 
HI8  OOHDCOC 


WlTUaUT  XOBTUTOiTIon; 


>  wu  at  great  pains,  wbea  I  mtared,  to  lat 
J  the  landloid  know  that  I  wu  teonUrj  tv 
tbe  prime  minister ;  and,  in  that  qnali^,  I 
did  sot  kaow  what  to  order  for  my  dianari 
I  was  afraid  of  bespeaking  somMhing  th«| 
might  savour  of  parsimoDy,  and  therefofli 
bade  him  dren  wkat  he  himself  should  think 
proper.  Acoordingljr  be  rq^aled  me  in  ft 
eamptaons  manner,  and  I  was  served  with 
marks  of  retpeol;  which  gave  me  still  mon 
pleaanra  than  the  good  cheer.  When  the  bill  was  brooght,  I  threw  ■ 
pistole  upon  the  tabic,  leaviag  to  the  waiters  oao-foarth  of  it  at  least ;  for 
•0  mach  remained  over  and  above  the  reckoning.  Alter  which,  I  strutted 
away  with  aaoh  gestures  as  showed  that  I  was  mighty  well  pleased  with 
my  own  person. 

About  twenty  yards  from  hence,  there  was  a  large  house,  in  whidt 
aohlemeD  that  were  strangers  oommonly  lodged.  Here  I  hired  aparv 
menu,  consiBiing  of  five  or  six  looms  handsomely  farnished,  as  if  I  had 
already  enjoyed  two  or  three  thousand  ducats  a  year ;  and  even  paid  the 
£rst  month  in  adranee.  Afterwards,  retarning  t<>  work,  I  spent  the  whols 
afternoon  in  oondnuing  what  I  had  begun  in  the  morning.  There  wara 
two  mote  secretaries  in  a  oloHst  next  to  mine ;  bat  they  only  transcribed 
vhat  the  dnke  gave  them  to  copy.  With  these  I  oontracted  an  acquaint- 
anee  that  very  evening  when  we  went  oat  together ;  and,  in  order  to  gain 
thmr  headship  the  sooner,  carried  them  to  my  tavern,  where  I  ordered 
for  supper  the  best  dishes  in  season,  with  the  most  delioate  wines. 
.  We  sat  down  together,  and  began  to  converse  with  more  gtdety  than 
iirit;  £»  todojustiMtomygueetj],  I  soon  puoeiTed  that  tiuf  did  not  on 


1 


^3i  BOOK    VIII. — rilAP.    III. 

to  their  genius  the  pkoes  whieh  thej  possessed.  They  wece  eoBnoissew»% 
indeed,  in  the  different  kinds  of  hand-writings  bnt  they  had  not  tibe  least 
tmcture  of  university  education. 

To  make  amends  for  thia^  they  understood  their  own  little  interests  to 
admiration ;  and  were  not  so  much  intoxicated  with  the  honour  of  serving 
the  prime  minister,  but  that  they  complained  of  their  situation.  "  We 
have,*'  said  one  of  them,  <*  already  exercised  our  employment  five  months 
lit  onr own  expense,  without  touching  one  farthing;  and,  which  is  worsen 
6ur  appointments  are  not  r^;ulated ;  nor  do  we  know  upon  what  footing 
we  are/' — "For  my  part,"  said  the  other,  *'I  would  with  all  my  heart 
put  up  with  twenty  stripes,  instead  of  appointments,  to  be  allowed  the 
liberty  of  engaging  myself  elsewhere ;  for  I  dare  not  retire  of  my  own 
accord,  nor  demand  my  dismissal,  after  the  secrets  with  which  1  have 
been  entrusted ;  dse  I  might  chance  to  visit  the  tower  of  Segovia,  or 
tastle  of  Alicant." 

**  How  do  you  make  ahift  to  live  thenT*  said  I  to  them:  " I  suppose 
yon  have  fortunes  of  your  own."  They  answered  they  had  very  little 
money :  but,  ludEfly  for  them,  they  lodged  at  the  house  of  an  honest 
widow,  who  gave  them  credit  for  their  board,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
pistoles  a-year  from  each.  '  All  this  discourse,  of  which  I  did  not  lose  one 
word,  dissipated  in  an  instant  the  fumes  of  my  pride :  I  concluded,  that 
no  more  consideration  would  be  paid  to  me  than  to  others ;  consequently,  I 
liad  no  cause  to  be  so  much  charmed  with  my  post,  which  was  not  quite 
so  substantial  as  I  had  imagined ;  and  that,  in  short,  I  could  not  be  too 
frugal  of  my  purse.  These  reflections  cured  me  of  my  extravagance.  I 
began  to  repent  of  having  invited  my  fellow  secretaries ;  wished  the  repast 
at  an  end ;  and  when  the  biU  was  brought,  disputed  with  the  landlord  on 
every  article. 

My  friends  and  I  parted  at  midnight ;  because  I  did  not  press  them  to 
stay  longer.  They  went  home  to  their  widow,  and  I  to  my  superb  apart- 
ments, which  I  was  now  mad  with  myself  for  having  hired,  send  whieh  I 
firmly  resolved  to  leave  at  the  month's  end.  It  was  to  no  purpose toriae 
to  lie  down  on  a  good  bed ;  my  anxiety  banished  all  repose ;  and  I  passed 
the  night  in  contriving  means  of  being  paid  by  his  majesty  for  my  work. 
I  stuck,  on  this  occasion,  to  Monteser*s  advice,  and  rose  with  a  resolution 
of  going  to  pay  my  respects  to  Don  Bodrigo  de  Calderona.  I  was  in  a 
very  proper  disposition  to  appear  before  such  a  proud  man,  because  I  found 
I  had  occasion  for,his  protection. 

1  repaired  then  to  the  secretary,  whose  lodging  communicated  with  thai 
of  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  and  even  equalled  it  in  magnificence ;  by  the  furni- 
ture, it  would  have  been  a  difficult  matter  to  distinguish  the  master  ttatti 
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the  loan.  I  sent  in  my  name,  as  the  snccessor  of  Bon  Yalerio ;  but,  for 
all  that,  I  waited  in  the  antechamber  upwards  of  an  hour.  "Mr.  Xjw 
Secretary/'  said  I  to  myself  at  this  juncture,  '^haye  a  little  patience  if  you 
please :  I  find  yon  must  dance  attendance  yourself,  before  you  make  other 
people  do  so."  The  chamber-door  being  opened  at  lei^h,  I  entered,  and 
advanced  towards  Don  Rodrigo,  who  haying  just  finished  a  bUlei'^otut  to 
his  charming  Sirena,  was  putting  it  into  Pedrillo's  hands.  I  had  nerer 
appeared  before  the  Archbishop  of  Grenada,  the  Count  Galiano,  nor  even 
the  prime  minister,  so  respectfiiUy  as  I  presented  myself  to  the  eyes  cf> 
Signer  de  Calderona,  whom  I  saluted  with  a  bow  to  the  very  ground, 
bt^sing  his  protection  in  such  sabmLssive  terms,  that  I  cannot  remember 
them  without  a  blush.  My  meanness  would  have  turned  to  my  prejudice, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  real  gentleman  but  he  was  pleased  with  my  grovelh'ng 
behaviour,  and  assured  me,  obH^ngly  enough,  that  he  would  let  slip  no 
opportunity  of  doing  me  service. 

I  thanked  him  with  great  demonstrations  of  zeal  for  his  fiivoiurabk 
•antiments  of  me ;  and  having  vowed  eternal  attachment  to  him,  took  my 
leave  for  fear  of  incommoding  him :  and  begged  he  would  excuse  me  if  I 
had  interrupted  him  in  his  important  a£fair8.  As  soon  as  I  had  acted  tlds 
mean  part,  I  went  to  my  office,  where  I  finished  the  task  which  had  been 
imposed.  The  duke  who  did  not  fail  to  i»me  thither  in  the  mornings  was 
no  less  pleased  with  the  end,  than  he  had  been  with  the  beginnmg  of  n^ 
work ;  and  said,  *'  This  is  extremely  well :  writo  as  well  as  thou  canst  this 
abridged  history  in  the  register  of  Catalonia :  after  which  thou  shalt  take 
another  information  out  of  the  portfolio,  and  manage  it  in  the  same 
manner."  I  had  a  pretty  long  conversation  with  his  excellency,  and  was 
diarmed  with  his  sweetness  and  familiarity  of  behaviour.  What  a 
difference  was  there  between  him  and  Calderona !    They  were  two  figures 

strongly  contrasted. 

I  dined  that  day  at  an  eating-house  at  a  moderikte  expense;  and 
resolved  to  go  thither  incognito  every  evening,  until  I  should  see  the  eflect 
of  my  complaisance  and  servihty.  I  had  money  sufficient  to  maintain 
me  for  three  months,  during  which  I  resolved  to  work  at  a  venture; 
proposing,  as  the  shortest  follies  are  the  kast  prejudicial,  to  abandon  the 
court  and  all  its  tinsel,  if  I  arhould  receive  no  salary  before  the  expiration 
of  that  term.  This,  therefore,  was  my  plan.  I  spared  nothing  during 
two  months,  to  please  Calderonn;  but  he  took  so  little  notice  of  my 
endeavours,  that,  despairing  of  success,  I  changed  my  conduct  towards 
Urn ;  and  exerted  myself  wholly  in  profiting  by  ^lose  moments  of  oonvenn- 
wfaieh  I  had  with  the  duke. 
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3  Liaovau  hit  grace,  to  ass  the  expreiuoit, 
<  only  j  nit  appeared  before  me,  and  vanbhed 
again,  every  day,  I  inMoiiblj  rendeMd 
myself  M  agreeiLbla  to  hia  exaeUeoey,  that 
I  he  Slid  to  me  one  afternoon,  '■  H»rk'ea 
'  Oil  Bias,  I  like  thy  diapusitioa  and  uudei- 
I  atanding,  and  have  k  regard  for  thee* 
■  Hcoordiogly.  Thoa  art  a  xealoua,  fuitiifiil 
Wfouag  fvUow,  extremely  intflligeat  and 
9  di«;roet ;  ao  that  I  doa't  think  I  should  mi*- 
plaoe  my  confidence,  if  I  bestoir  it  upon  thee."  I  threir  myself  on  my 
Itnees,  when  I  heard  these  words;  and  after  having  respectfully  kisM^  on* 
of  his  hands,  which  he  held  out  to  raise  me  up,  answered,  "  Js  it  p<»sihl« 
then,  that  your  excellency  can  deign  to  honoar  me  with  suoh  an  extraurdi- 
nary  favotir  f  What  secret  enemies  will  your  goodneFs  raise  up  agaiust  nu  } 
But  there  is  only  one  man  whose  hatred  I  dread,  and  thai  ia  Don 
liodrigo  de  Calderona." 

"Thoa  hast  nothing  to  apprehend  tiom  that  quarter,"  replied  the 
dnke :  '*  I  know  Colderona,  he  has  been  attaohed  to  me  from  his  infancy  ; 
dbd  I  may  renture  to  say,  hii  aentiments  are  so  oonfurmable  to  mine,  tDat 
he  carenei  thoae  whom  I  love  wid  hates  those  who  disoblige  me ;  instead 
of  dreading  hi*  aversioa  thou  mayest,  on  the  contrary,  depend  upon  liJa 
friendship."  By  this  I  could  plainly  peroeive,  that  Signor  Sun  Ituilrigo 
fras  a  canning  rogae,  who  had  got  posaession  of  bis  excelluncy's  soul  f 
md  that  I  eoald  not  be  too  cautious  with  him.  "lo  begin,"  added  the 
doke,  "with  pntting  thee  in  posseseiun  of  my  confidence,  I  will  disoloae 
te  thee  »  design  which  I  hare  prujeoted :  for  it  is  necessary  tbat  thuH 
ihouldst  be  informed  of  it^  tbat  thou  mayest  acquit  tb;rMlf  the  better^ 
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the  fommiminin  ill  vhick  I  intend  to  employ  thee»  I  hvtt  a  long  time 
behdd  my  authority  in  general  respected,  my  decisions  blindly  followed^ 
and  commissions^  employments,  goyemments,  Ticeroyallies,  andbeneficesi 
disposed  of  according  to  my  wish.  I  may  be  said  to  reign  in  Spain ;  and 
it  is  impossible  to  push  my  fortune  further :  but  I  would  secure  it  against 
the  storms  that  begin  to  threaiten  me ;  and  fi)r  that  end,  want  to  ha?e  my 
nephew,  the  Count  de  Lemos,  for  my  successoc  in  the  ministry. 

Here  the  duke,  observing  that  I  was  extremely  surprised  at  what  I  heard* 
said :  ^*I  see  your  aurprise,  Santillane &  yon  think  it  Tery  strange  that  I 
should  prefer  my  nephew  to  my  own  son,  the  Duke  d*Uzeda :  but  you 
must  know,  that  this  last  has  too  narrow  a  genius  to  fill  my  place :  besides, 
I  am  his  enemy :  he  has  found  the  secret  of  being  agreeable  to  the  king, 
who  wants  to  make  him  his  favourite ;  and  this  is  what  I  cannot  bear. 
The  favour  of  a  sovereign  is  like  the  possession  of  a  woman  we  adore :  a 
piece  of  happiness  of  which  we  are  so  jealous,  that  we  cannot  resolve  to 
share  it  with  a  rival,  however  connected  to  us  by  the  ties  of  blood  and 
friendship.  I  now  disclose  to  thee,*'  continued  his  grace,  ''the  very  bottom 
of  my  soul.  I  have  already  attempted  to  ruin  the  Duke  d'Uxeda  with  his 
majesty ;  and  as  I  could  not  succeed,  I  have  changed  my  battery.  I 
design  that  the  Count  de  Lemos  shall  insinuate  himself  into  the  good  graces 
of  the  Prince  of  Spain.  Being  gentleman  of  his  bed-chamber,  he  has  an 
opportunity  of  talking  with  him  every  moment ;  and  besides  that  he  does 
not  want  wit,  I  know  a  sure  method  for  him  to  succeed  in  that  enterprise. 
By  this  stratagem,  I  will  oppose  my  nephew  to  my  son,  and  breed  a  division 
between  the  two  cousins,  which  will  oblige  them  both  to  eoiul  my  support, 
Qte  awe  of  which  will  keep  them  submissive  to  my  will.  This,"  added  he^ 
*'iB  my  scheme ;  and  thy  assistance  will  be  very  serviceable  to  me ;  for  X 
win  always  send  thee  to  the  Count  de  Lemos,  and  thou  shalt  report  fiom^ 
him  whatever  he  shall  have  occasion  to  impart. 

After  tins  conference,  which  I  regarded  as  ready  money,  I  no  longec 
felt  any  disquiet.  "  At  length,"  said  I  to  myself,  **  I  am  under  the  spout; 
a  shower  of  gold  will  certainly  rain  upon  me ;  for  it  is  impossible  but  that 
the  confidant  of  the  man,  who,  by  way  of  excellence,  is  called  the  great 
pillar  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  should  be  in  a  very  short  time  loaded  with, 
wealth*'*  Fun  of  such  agreeable  hopes,  I  saw  with  indifference  my  poof . 
pnne  giving  up  the  ghost. 
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puButer'a  ttSeutun  tor  me  wu  Mon  por- 
I  ceiTed :  for  he  kffeated  to  give  marki  of  it 
[  ia  pablic,  pnog  toe  tlio  charge  of  hia  port- 
I  folio,  which  he  naed  to  carry  in  hia  own 
f  hand  to  connciL  Tbia  noTelty,  making  poo- 
J  pie  look  npaa  me  u  a  amall  faTonrito, 
'  excited  the  envy  of  aereral  penona ;  and  was 
ocoaaion  of  my  receiving  a  great  deal  of 
|f  court  holy  water.  Uy  two  neighbjura,  the 
t  aeoretaries,  were  not  thelaat  in  compliment- 
ing me  upon  my  approaching  grcatneu  ;  and  they  invited  me  to  aup  at 
their  widov'a,  not  ao  much  in  retnm  for  my  treat,  aa  with  a  view  to  engage 
me  in  their  behalf  fbr  the  future.  I  waa  welcomed  eraywhere ;  eren  the 
haughty  Boa  Bodrigo  changed  his  behavionr  toward*  me,  and  now  called 
me  nothing  hnt  Signer  de  Stmtillane ;  thoogb,  before  that,  he  only  faTonred 
me  with  "  Ton,"  always  omitting  the  term  Signer.  He  loaded  me  with 
carilitieB,  eipeoially  when  be  thought  our  patron  might  obaem  bim ;  but 
I  aaanre  yon  he  bad  no  fool  to  deal  with  ;  I  answered  all  hia  kindneaa  wilk 
equal  politenecB ;  and  tiie  mora  ao  the  mora  I  hated  him  in  my  heart ;  an 
<Ad  eoartier  oonld  not  have  exoelled  me  in  this  partioolar. 

I  likewiM  accompanied  my  Lord  Duke  to  coort,  whither  he  oommonly 
went  three  timea  »«day.  In  the  morning,  he  entered  bis  majeetr's  bed- 
ebamberaaaooBM  he  wu awake;  and, kneeUngbytkebed^idc^diiieouraed 
of  thoae  tfaingt  that  wen  to  be  done  in  the  day ;  baring  alio  dictated  tcr 
hia  maater  what  waa  to  be  aaid,  he  retired ;  and  retnmad  immediately  after 
dinBCT,  not  to  talk  of  state  affain,  but  to  ooaverae  on  entertaining  nityeoti, 
and  r^ale  the  king  with  all  the  marry  adrentsrea  which  h^ipened  in 
ICadiid,  and  ot  whioh  be  waa  always  rery  eariy  inlbrmed. '  Laat  of  all,  hv 
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visited  him  for  the  third  time  in  the  evening,  when  he  gave  such  an  account 
as  he  thought  proper  of  what  he  had  done  through  the  day,  and  in  a  care- 
less manner  asked  his  majesty's  orders  for  to-morrow.  While  he  was  with 
the  king,  I  remaiiied  in  the  antechamber,  where  I  saw  people  of  quahty, 
devoted  to  the  idol  Favour,  court  my  conversation ;  and  think  themselves 
happy,  if  I  entered  into  discourse  with  them.  How,  after  thb,  could  I 
help  thinking  myself  a  man  of  consequence !  There  are  a  great  many  at 
court  who  have  the  same  opinion  of  themselves,  upon  a  much  more  slender 
foundation. 

One  day,  I  had  still  more  food  for  my  vanity  :  the  king  to  whom  the 
duke  had  spoken  very  advantageously  of  my  style,  was  very  curious  to  see 
a  specimen  of  it.  Upon  which,  his  excellency  made  me  take  up  the 
Catalonian  register,  and  carrying  me  into  the  presence,  ordered  me  to 
read  the  first  story  which  I  had  abridged.  If  I  was  at  first  disturbed  by 
the  presence  of  the  prince^  I  was  soon  composed  by  that  of  the  minister ; 
and  read  my  performance,  which  his  majesty  heard  with  pleasure.  He 
expressed  his  satisfaction,  and  even  recommended  me  to  the  minister's 
protection.  This  did  not  at  all  diminish  the  pride  of  my  heart ;  and  the 
conversation  which  I  had  a  few  days  after  with  the  Count  de  liCmos  quite 
filled  my  head  with  ideas  of  ambition.  I  went  to  this  nobleman  from 
his  uncle,  and  finding  him  at  the  prince's  court,  presented  to  him  a  letter 
of  credentials ;  in  which  the  duke  told  him,  that  he  might  open  himself 
to  me,  as  to  one  who  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  their  design,  and 
chosen  by  him  as  their  common  messenger.  The  count  having  read  this 
billet,  conducted  me  into  a  room ;  and  having  locked  the  door,  spoke  in 
this  manner :  "  Since  you  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  I 
don't  doubt  that  you  deserve  it;  and  I  ought  to  make  no  difficulty  in 
giving  you  mine  also.  You  must  know  then,  that  matters  go  on  swim- 
mingly. The  Prince  of  Spain  distinguishes  me  from  all  the  noblemen 
who  are  personally  attached  to  him,  and  who  study  to  please  him.  I  had 
this  morning  a  private  conversation  with  him,  in  which  he  seemed  chagrined 
at  seeing  himself,  through  the  king's  avarice,  unable  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  his  generous  heart,  or  even  to  spend  hke  a  prince.  On  this  occasion, 
I  did  not  fail  to  lament  his  situation ;  and  profiting  by  the  opportunity, 
promised  to  bring  a  thousand  pistoles  to  him  at  his  levee  to-morrow,  as 
an  earnest  of  greater  sums  which  I  have  undertaken  to  furnish  him  with 
in  a  very  httle  time.  He  was  charmed  with  my  promise ;  and  I  am 
certain  of  captivating  his  favour,  if  I  keep  my  word.  Go  and  tell  these 
cinnimstances  to  ray  uncle,  and  return  in  the  evening,  to  inform  me  of  his 
sentiments  of  the  matter." 

I  quitted  the  Count  de  Lemos  immediately,  and  went  back  to  the  Duke 
63 


1 


492  BOOK  rni.— CHAP.    V. 

of  Lcrma,  who,  on  my  report,  sent  to  Calderona  for  a  thousand  pistoles, 
which  he  gave  me  to  carry  in  the  evening  to  the  oonnt.  This  I  performed 
saying  to  myself,  "  Oho !  I  now  see  plainly  what  the  infallible  method  is 
which  the  minister  takes  to  sncceed  in  his  enterprise  :  upon  my  sotd !  he 
is  in  the  right ;  and,  to  all  appearance,  these  prodigalities  will  not  min  his 
fortune  :  I  can  easily  guess  from  whose  coffers  these  pistoles  are  taken  : 
but  after  all,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  the  father  should  maintain  the  soa. 
The  Count  de  Lemos,  when  we  parted,  said  softly,  '^Farewell,  dear 
confidant :  the  Prince  of  Spain  is  a  little  amourous  :  you  and  I  must  haye 
a'  conference  on  this  subject  one  of  these  days :  I  forsee  that  I  shall 
have  occasion  for  your  dexterity  very  soon/'  I  came  home  musing  on  these 
words,  which  were  not  at  all  ambiguous,  and  which  filled  me  with  joy 
^'  The  devil  !*'  said  I,  **  I  am  just  on  the  eve  of  beooming  Mercury  to  the 
heir  of  the  kingdom."  I  did  not  examine  into  the  goodness  or  badness  of 
the  office ;  the  quality  of  the  gallant  laid  my  virtue  asleep.  What  glory 
was  it  for  me  to  be  made  minister  of  pleasure  to  a  great  prince !  "  Softly, 
Mr.  Gil  Bias  (some  folks  will  say),  the  business  was  only  to  make  you 
deputy  minister."  I  own  it :  but  at  bottom  the  honour  of  both  these  posts 
is  equal,  the  difference  lies  in  the  profits  only. 

While  I  executed  these  noble  commissions,  advancing  every  day  farther 
and  farther  in  the  good  graces  of  the  prime  minister,  with  such  enchanting 
hopeS)  how  happy  should  I  have  been,  if  ambition  had  secured  me  fK>m 
the  cravings  of  hunger  !  More  than  two  months  had  elapsed  since  I  bad 
quitted  my  mag^ficent  apartments,  and  hired  a  small  chamber  very  frugally 
furnished.  Although  this  gave  me  some  pain,  as  I  came  out  early  in  the 
morning,  and  did  not  go  home  to  bed  before  night,  I  bore  my  fortune 
patiently.  The  whole  day  I  appeared  upon  my  theatre,  that  is,  in  the 
duke's  house,  and  played  the  part  of  a  man  of  consequence :  but  when  I 
had  crept  up  into  my  ganet  my  importance  vanished,  and  nothing 
remained  but  poor  Gil  Bias  without  money ;  and,  worst  of  all,  without 
any  thing  that  could  fetch  it.  Though  I  had  not  been  too  proud  to  dis* 
cover  my  necessities  to  any  body,  I  did  not  know  one  person  that  eould 
assist  me,  except  Navarro,  whom  I  had  neglected  so  muoh,  since  I  turned 
courtier,  that  I  had  not  assurance  enough  to  make  application  to  his  friend- 
ship. I  had  been  obliged  to  sell  all  my  clothes  piece-meal,  except  those 
for  which  I  had  absolute  occasion.  I  went  no  more  to  the  eating-house, 
because  I  had  not  wherewithal  to  pay  my  ordinary.  How  did  I  make  shift 
then  to  subsist  ?  Every  morning,  a  little  bread  and  wine  was  brought  into 
our  offices  for  breakfast :  this  was  all  that  the  minister  allowed :  this  was 
all  I  ate  through  the  day :  and  I  generally  went  supperless  to  bed. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  a  man  who  shone  at  court,  and  who  was  more 


OIL    BUB.  198 

pToperiy  ui  object  of  compaanon  than  envy.  Nerertlieleas  I  eoald  no 
longer  sustain  the  weight  of  my  misery;  and  at  length  determined  to 
discloM  it,  with  address,  to  the  Dnke  of  Lenna,  aa  soon  as  an  opportn- 
nity  should  offer.  Happily  for  me,  I  found  an  oocasiou  at  the  Escurial,* 
whither  the  king  and  the  prince  repaired,  some  duys  after  I  had  come  to 
this  resolution. 


■Emirial,  ■  mful  palaco  about  six  IcHguea  from  S[a<]riJ,  built  by  Pliillp  Ihe 
Socond,  King  of  8pom ;  who  in  his  lire-time  expeadrd  nn  k'ls  than  6,270,000  duort* 
Id  fiaiahing  and  utoming  Uiia  main iflcent  work.  Here  too  ia  a  chapel  in  «btcb  are 
ttuj  tomb*  of  all  the  Spanish  menarcha  bum  Chailus  V.  to  the  prcaeni  lune. 


?^="—" ^ 


HiLE  the  king  wu  at  the  Eaonrial,  he 
defrayed  the  ezpenoes  of  everybody ;  m 
that  there  I  did  Dot  feel  where  the  ritoe 
pinched:  I  lay  iDawardiobe.juetbythe 
bed-chamber  of  the  dake,  who  one  mom- 
iag,  ristDg  aa  uaaal  at  bivak  of  day,  made 
me  lake  some  papers  and  a  etandl^, 
'  and  follow  him  int)  the  palaoe  garden, 
e  went  and  aat  down  under  a  tuft  of 
trosa,  where  I  pat  myself,  by  his  order, 
into  the  posture  of  a  man  writing  on  the  orowo  of  his  hat :  while  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  paper  which  he  pretended  to  read  ;  so  that,  at  a  diatanoe  we 
seemed  hney  in  very  »crioDS  affairs,  though  all  the  while  wo  talkud  of 
nothing  but  triQefl. 

For  the  space  of  an  hour,  I  had  diverted  his  excellency  with  all  the 
sallies  that  my  good  humour  could  afford,  when  two  magpies  perching  on 
the  trees  under  which  we  sat,  began  to  chatter  in  such  a  noisy  manner, 
as  attracted  onr  attention.  "  These  birds,"  said  the  duke,  "  aeem  to  scold 
one  another :  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  cause  of  their  quarreL" 
"  itj  lord,"  said  I,  "  your  curiosity  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  Indian  &ble, 
which  I  have  read  in  I^lpay,  or  some  other  author  of  that  kind."  The 
miuister  desired  to  hear  it,  sad  I  recounted  it  in  these  words  : 

'*  Heretofore  a  good  monarch  reigned  in  Persia,  whose  genias  being  not 
quite  extensive  enough  to  govern  his  kingdom  himself,  he  left  that  care 
to  his  Grand  Vizier,  Atulmuc,  a  man  of  superior  oapadty,  who  supported 
the  weight  of  that  vast  monarchy  without  stooping,  and  maintained  it  in 
profound  peace.  He  had  even  the  art  of  making  the  royal  authority  loved, 
as  well  as  feared  ;  and  the  subjects  enjoyed  an  affectionate  father  in  a  vizier. 
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who  was  faithful  to  his  prince.  Atalmuc  had,  among  his  secretaries  a 
young  Cachemirian  called  Zeangir,  whom  he  loved  more  than  all  the  others. 
He  took  pleasure  in  his  conversation,  carried  him  in  his  company  to  the 
chase,  and  even  disclosed  to  him  his  most  secret  thoughts.  One  day, 
while  they  hunted  together  in  a  wood,  the  vizier  seeing  two  ravens  croaking 
on  a  tree,  said  to  his  secretary,  *  I  wish  I  knew  what  these  hirds  are  talk- 
ing of,  in  their  language?' — 'Signor,'  answered  the  Cachemirian,  'your 
wish  may  he  accomplished.' — '  How  can  that  he?'  replied  Atalmuc.  *  A 
cahalistical  dervise,'  said  Zeangir,  '  taught  me  the  language  of  hirds.  If  you 
please  I  will  listen  to  these,  and  repeat  to  you  verbatim  every  thing  that 
I  shall  hear. 

*'  The  vizier  consented ;  and  the  Cachemirian  approaching  the  ravens, 
seemed  to  lend  an  attentive  ear  to  their  discourse ;  after  which,  returning 
to  his  master;  'Signor,'  said  he,  'would  you  believe  it?  we  are  the 
subject  of  their  conversation.' — '  Impossible  I'  cried  the  Persian  minister, 
'what  can  they  say  of  us?' — 'One  of  them/  replied  the  secretary,  'said. 
Behold  the  Grand  Vizier  Atalmuc  in  person,  that  tutelary  eagle  who  covers 
Persia  like  a  nest,  with  its  wings,  and  incessantly  watches  for  its  preserva- 
tion. As  a  relaxation  from  his  painful  toils,  he  hunts  in  this  wood  with 
his  faithful  Zeangir.  How  happy  is  that  secretary  in  serving  a  master 
that  has  so  much  affection  for  him  I  Softly,  said  the  other  raven,  soflly ; 
don't  too  much  extol  the  happiness  of  that  Cachemirian ;  Atalmuc,  it  is 
true,  converses  familiarly  with  him,  honours  him  with  his  confidence,  and, 
I  don't  doubt,  intends  to  give  him  a  considerable  post:  but  before  that 
happens,  Zeangir  will  die  of  hunger.  That  poor  devil  lodges  in  a  small 
paltry  room,  where  he  is  in  want  o^  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  In  a 
word,  he  lives  in  a  miserable  manner,  though  nobody  at  court  perceives  it. 
The  Grand  Vizier  never  thinks  of  inquiring  into  hb  circumstances  ;  but 
content  with  entertaining  favourable  sentiments  in  his  behalf,  leaves  hiui, 
in  the  mean  time,  a  prey  to  poverty.' " 

Here  I  left  off  speaking,  in  order  to  observe  the  duke,  who  asked,  with 
smile,  what  impression  the  apologue  made  on  the  mind  of  Atalmuc,  and 
if  the  Grand  Vizier  was  not  offended  at  the  presumption  of  his  secretary  ? 
"  No,  my  lord,"  said  I,  in  great  confusion,  at  this  question ;  "  the  fable 
says,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  loaded  him  with  favours." — "That  was 
lucky,"  replied  the  duke  with  a  serious  air :  "  some  ministers  would  not 
like  to  be  so  schooled.  But,"  added  he,  breaking  off  the  discourse,  and 
getting  np,  "I  believe  the  king  will  soon  be  awake,  and*  my  duty  obliges 
me  to  be  near  him."  So  saying,  he  walked  hastily  towards  the  palace, 
without  speaking  another  word ;  and  very  ill  pleased,  as  I  imagined,  with 
the  Indian  fable. 
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I  followed  him  to  the  very  door  of  hU  majesty's  hed-chamber ;  after 
which,  I  went  and  put  the  papers  into  the  place  from  whence  I  had  taken 
them,  and  then  entered  the  closet  where  our  two  copying  secretaries  were 
at  work;  for  they  were  also  along  with  ns.  "What  is  the  matter  with 
you*  Signor  de  Santillane  f  said  they,  when  they  saw  me ;  "  yoa  seem 
▼eiy  much  disturbed  1    Has  any  disagreeable  accident  happened  to  yoa  f 

I  was  too  much  affected  with  the  bad  success  of  my  apologue  to  conceal 
my  grief;  I  recounted  to  them  what  I  had  said  to  the  duke ;  and  they 
expressed  their  sympathy  in  the  sharp  affliction  with  which  I  was  seis?d. 
"  You  have  great  reason  to  be  grieved,*'  said  one  of  them :  "  I  wish  you 
may  be  better  treated  than  the  secretary  of  Cardinal  Spinola,  who,  tired 
with  haying  received  nothing  during  fifteen  months  in  which  he  was 
employed  by  his  eminence^  took  the  liberty,  one  day,  of  representing  his 
necessity,  and  craving  some  money  for  his  subsistence.  '  It  is  but  just,' 
said  the  minister,  *that  you  should  be  paid.  Here,*  added  he,  giving  him 
an  order  for  a  thousand  ducats,  'go  and  receive  that  sum  from  the  royal 
treasury ;  but  remember,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  have  no  further  oceasioa 
for  your  services.'  The  secretary  would  have  consoled  himself  for  his 
dismission,  had  he  touched  his  thousand  ducats,  and  been  allowed  to  seek 
for  business  elsewhere ;  but  just  as  he  went  out  of  the  cardinal's  houses  he 
was  arrested  by  an  alguazil,  and  conducted  to  the  tower  of  Segovia,  where 
he  has  been  a  prisoner  a  long  time." 

^This  touch  of  history  redoubled  my  fear:  I  believed  myself  undone; 
and  becoming  inconsolable,  began  to  reproach  my  own  impatience,  as  if 
I  had  not  suffered  enough.  '*  Alas !"  said  I,  "  why  did  I  risk  that  unlucky 
lable  which  has  displeased  the  minister  ?  perhaps  he  was  just  on  the  point 
of  extricating  me  out  of  my  miserable  situation — nay,  perhaps,  I  was  on 
the  eve  of  making  one  of  those  sudden  fortunes  which  astonish  mankind. 
What  riches  I  what  honours  have  I  lost  by  own  folly ;  I  ought  to  have 
considered,  that  great  men  don't  choose  to  be  anticipated,  but  desire  that 
the  least  gratifications  they  are  obliged  to  give,  should  be  received  as  their 
own  free  grace  and  favour.  It  would  have  been  better  for  me  to  continue 
my  slender  regimen,  without  complaining  to  the  duke,  and  even  to  let 
myself  die  of  hunger,  by  which  means  the  blame  would  have  lain  on  his  side." 
If  I  had  even  preserved  the  sparks  of  hope,  my  master,  whom  I  saw  in 
the  afternoon,  would  have  banished  them  entirely :  he  was  ^ery  serious 
with  me^  contrary  to  custom,  and  scarcely  spoke  at  all;  a  drcumstancs 
that  threw  me  into  mortal  disquiet  for  the  rest  of  the  day :  nmther  did 
I  pan  the  night  more  tranquilly ;  my  sorrow  for  seeing  all  my  agreeable 
fllusions  vanish,  and  the  dread  of  increasing  the  number  of  state  prisoners 
made  me  groan  and  lament  my  condition  till  morning 
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The  next  day  waa  the  criiia  of  my  fate.  The  duke  ordered  me  to  ba 
called  in  the  morning,  and  I  entoied  his  chamber  trembling  like  a  criminal 
who  ia  going  to  receive  icntenoe.     "  Santillane,"  aaid  he,  shewing  a  paper 

which  he  held  in  bis  band,  "  take  this  order" 1  qoaked  at  the  word 

Order,  saying  ta  myself,  "0  Hearen!  behold  Cardinal  Spinola!  the 
oarriagb  is  ready  for  Segoria."  The  terror  which  seized  me  waa  aoch,  that 
I  ioterrupted  the  minister,  and  throwing  myself  at  hia  feet,  "  Uy  lord," 
•aid  I,  all  in  tears,  "  I  most  humbly  beg  that  your  excellenoy  will  pardon 
my  presumption :  it  was  necessity  alone  that  compelled  me  to  disolose  my 
situAtion." 


The  duke,  who  could  not  help  laughing  at  my  disorder,  answered,  "Be 
comforted,  Gil  Bias,  and  listen  to  what  I  am  going  to  aay :  Although  tha 
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divooTering  of  ihy  oecesutieB  vaa  a  reproach  to  me,  for  not  having  preTanted 
th«m ;  I  am  not  at  all  disobliged,  mj  friend ;  I  am  rather  aogry  with 
myself  for  having  omitted  to  ask  boiv  thoa  livedst.  But  to  begin  with 
making  amends  fur  this  inattenlton,  I  give  thee  thia  order  for  fifteen  hun- 
dred ducats,  which  will  be  paid  upon  aight,  ontof  the  royal  treainry.  This 
is  not  all ;  I  promiae  thee  the  same  aum  annually,  and  besides,  when  peopta 
of  wealth  and  generosity  solicit  thy  interest,  I  do  not  forbid  thee  to  speak 
in  their  behalf." 

In  the  ecstaoy  occasioned  by  these  words,  I  kissed  the  feet  of  the  minis- 
ter, who  haviog  commanded  me  to  rise,  continued  to  diaoourse  with  me  in 
a  familiar  manner.  I  atiemjitod  to  recal  my  good-humour,  but  I  could  not 
make  snch  a  sudden  transition  from  grief  to  joy  ;  I  was  as  much  confounded 
as  a  wreteh  who  is  informed  of  his  pardon,  in  tlie  very  minate  when  he 
expected  his  execution.  Uy  master  ascribed  all  this  agitation  to  the  fear 
of  having  incurred  hb  displeasure,  though  the  dread  of  perpetual  imprison- 
ment had  no  less  a  share  in  my  discomposure.  He  confessed,  that  he  had 
affected  coolnesi  towards  me  to  see  whether  or  not  I  should  be  afflicted  at 
the  change  :  that  from  this  he  was  convinced  of  my  sincere  attachment  to 
his  person,  for  which  he  loved  me  the  more. 
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SK  king,  u  if  he  had  intended  to  gradfy 
my  impatience,  returned  the  rer;  next  daf 
to  Uadrid  ;  apoa  which,  I  flew  iiutantlf  to 
the  royal  treasury,  where  I  immediately 
touched  the  sum  contained  in  my  order,  I 
now  listened  to  nothing  hat  my  ranity  and 
ambition ;  I  abandoned  my  miserable  room 
to  thooe  Been tories  who  are  still  ignorant  of 
the  Inngoaga  of  birds,  and  once  more  hired 
II  my  fine  apartment,  which  was  luckily  nn- 
tenanted.  I  aent  for  a  famons  tailor,  who  worked  for  almost  all  the  beaox ; 
he  took  my  meaeiire,  and  carried  cne  to  a  ahop  where  he  took  oS  flr«  ella 
of  cloth,  which,  he  said,  was  barely  sufScient  to  make  a  suit  for  me.  Five 
ells  for  aauit  of  Spanish  taste  !  just  Heaven  ! — but  let  xu  spare  our  oen- 
sure.  Tailors  of  reputation  always  use  more  than  others.  I  then  bought 
some  linen,  which  I  wanted  very  much,  silk  stockings,  and  a  beaver  laoed 
with  point  d'Espagne.  This  being  done,  I  thought  it  would  not  look  well 
fbr  me  to  be  without  a  lacquey  ;  aud  desired  Vinoent  Forero,  my  landlord, 
to  accommodate  me  with  one  of  bis  own  reoommendHtion.  Most  of  the 
ttrangers  who  lodged  with  him  used,  on  their  arrival  at  Uadrid,  to  take 
Spanish  valets  into  their  service ;  by  which  means  his  house  was  the  ren- 
dezvous of  all  the  lacqueys  out  of  place.  Ths  first  that  presented  himself 
was  a  youDg  fellow  of  such  a  soft,  devoat  appearance,  that  I  would  have 
nothiag  to  do  with  him ;  be  look^  too  much  like  Ambrose  de  Lamela. 
''I  don't  want,"  said  I  to  Forero,  "a  valet  of  such  a  religious  deportment; 
I  have  been  already  bit  by  such  another."  Scarce  had  (  dtsmitsed  this 
lacquey,  when  another  came  Id  of  a  very  sprightly  appearance,  as  impudeat 
as  a  court  page,  with  something  roguish  in  his  looks,    Pleaiad  with  his 
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outside,  I  pat  some  questions  to  him,  which  he  answered  with  spirit.  I 
observed  he  was  of  an  intriguing  disposition,  and  looking  upon  him  as 
a  subject  pat  for  mj  purpose,  engaged  him  immediately.  I  had  no  cause 
to  repent  of  my  choice ;  nay,  I  perceived,  in  a  very  little  time,  that  I  had 
made  an  admirable  acquisition.  As  the  Duke  had  permitted  me  to  speak  to 
him  in  favour  of  people  whom  I  wanted  to  serve  (and  I  was  resolved  not  to 
neglect  this  permission),  I  had  occasion  for  a  jackall  to  discover  the  game ; 
that  is,  an  industrious  pleasant  fellow,  p^per  to  find  out  and  allure  those 
who  had  favours  to  ask  of  the  prime  minister.  This  office  was  quite  the 
master-piece  of  Sdpio  (such  was  my  lacquey's  name),  who  had  been  in  the 
service  of  Donna  Anna  de  Guevera,  nurse  to  the  prince  of  Spain,  where  he 
had  exercised  that  talent  to  some  purpose. 

As  soon  as  he  understood  my  credit,  and  that  I  should  be  glad  to  use  it 
to  the  best  advantage,  he  went  to  work,  and  that  veiy  day  said  to  me: 
"  Sigttor,  I  have  made  a  pretty  good  discovery :  a  young  gentleman  of 
Grenada,  called  Don  Roger  de  Rada,  is  com^  to  Madrid  on  an  affair  of 
honour,  which  obliges  him  to  solicit  the  Duke  of  Lerma's  protection,  and 
he  is  willing  to  pay  well  for  the  favour  he  shall  obtain ;  I  have  already 
spoken  with  him,  and  found  him  desirous  of  applying  to  Don  Rodrigo  de 
Calderona,  whose  power  he  had  heard  greatly  extolled ;  but  I  have  changed 
his  intention,  by  assuring  him  that  Calderona  sells  his  good  offices  at  an 
extravagant  rate ;  whereas  you  content  yourself  with  a  moderate  gratifica- 
tion for  yours,  and  that  you  would  even  employ  them  gratis  were  you  in  a 
situation  that  permitted ;  in  short,  I  spoke  to  him  in  such  a  manner,  as  that 
you  will  see  the  gentleman  at  your  levee  to-morrow  morning.*'—"  How!*' 
said  I,  "  Mr.  Scipio,  you  have  already  done  a  great  deal  of  work.  I 
perceive  that  you  are  no  novice  in  matters  of  intrigue ;  and  am  surprised 
that  you  have  not  made  your  fortune." — "  That  ought  not  to  surprise  you," 
he  replied ;  *'  I  love  to  make  money  circulate,  and  never  hoard  up  what  I 
can  get." 

Don  Roger  de  Rada  actually  came  to  my  lodgings,  and  I  received  him 
with  politeness  mixed  with  pride.  " Signor  Cavalier,"  said  I,  "before  I 
engage  to  serve  you,  I  must  know  the  affair  of  honour  that  brings  yon  to 
court ;  for  it  may  be  of  such  a  nature  that  I  dare  not  speak  to  the  prime 
minister  in  yottr  behalf;  make  therefore,  if  you  please,  a  faithful  report  ol 
it,  and  be  assured  that  I  will  enter  warmly  into  your  interests,  provided  a 
man  of  honour  may  espouse  them."— "With  all  my  heart,"  replied  the 
young  Grenadine,  "  I  will  sincerely  recount  my  story."  At  the  same  time 
he  related  it  as  follows. 


CHAPTER  Till. 


DtsTOUY   OP  DON   BOOKK   DE   HIDA. 


OBENiMHB  gpnileroaD,  Doc  Ana'tisi  i  Aa 
Itada,  lived  happilj-io  the  towa  of  Antiquera, 
wUh  DoDDa  KHtephania  his  wife,  who, 
togetlier  with  unblemiBhfd.  virtue,  posseted 
a  gentle  diiposition,  and  &  great  share  of 
beauty.  If  she  had  a  tender  affectioD  for 
her  huaband,  he  was  also  di^troottidly  fund 
of  her,  and  being  aaturully  addicted  to 
jealousy  (though  he  hud  not  the  least  caudu 
to  suspect  her  fidelity),  was  not  without 
disquiut.  He  was  afruid  that  some  secret  enemy  of  his  repuae  made 
■ttempla  upon  bis  honour  ;  ho  distrusted  all  his  friendi>,  except  Doo  U  iberC 
de  Hordalcs,  who  bad  free  uocesa  to  his  house  in  quality  of  E^tephania's 
cousin:  and  who,  iudced,  was  the  only  man  heoughc  to  have  suspected. 

Don  Hubcrto  actually  fell  io  love  with  his  kioswomai),  and  hitd  pie- 
■umption  enough  to  dtclare  his  passion,  without  regard  to  ties  of  blood, 
or  tlie  porttculur  fiicndship  Bubniitlng  between  him  and  Aniistasio.  Tae 
lady  being  a  womiin  of  disorelion,  instead  of  mikiog  a  discovery  which 
might  hare  been  attended  with  meluucholy  coiisi'<(uences,  reprimanded 
her  relutioQ  with  gcatlenes^!  repreaiinted  t>  him  hi>ir  much  he  was  to 
blame,  in  aitemptiag  to  seduce  her,  and  di-ihuuojr  her  hustiaad;  aud  told 
him  very  seriuualy,  that  he  must  not  flitter  himself  with  the  hope  of 
auccoss. 

Xhia  moderation  served  only  to  inflame  the  civalior  the  more,  and 
imagining  he  must  push  things  to  extremity  with  a  woman  of  her 
character,  he  began  to  behave  very  dLsrespiicti'ully  to  her,  aud  one  day 
had  the  audacity  to  press  her  to  satisfy  his  d^iiio.  She  repulsed  hioi  with 
an  aiiof  acTority,  and  threatened  to  muke  Dju  Anastasio  punisli  his  rash- 


n 


A02  BOOK   VIII.-rCHAP.  VIII. 

nesa.  The  gaflftnt,  terrified  at  this  meiiaoe,  promised  to  speak  no  more  of 
his  passion :  and  on  the  faith  of  that  promise^  £stephania  pardoned  what 
was  past. 

Don  HahertOy  who  was  natarall j  a  very  wicked  man,  could  not  behold 
his  loTe  so  ill  repaid,  without  conceiving  a  base  desire  to  be  rerenged. 
He  knew  the  jealous  temper  of  Don  Anastasio  to  be  susceptible  of  anj 
impression  which  he  had  a  mind  to  give ;  and  he  needed  no  more  than  this 
intelligence  to  form  the  blackest  design  that  ever  entered  into  the  heart  of 
a  Tillain.  One  evening,  while  he  and  this  weak  husband  were  walking 
together,  by  themselves,  he  said  to  him  with  a  melancholj  air,  "My  dear 
friend,  I  can  no  longer  live  without  revealing  to  jou  a  secret  which  I  would 
hare  kept  for  ever  from  your  knowledge,  were  not  your  honour  dearer  to 
you  than  your  repose ;  but  your  delicacy  and  mine,  in  point  of  injuries^ 
permits  me  not  to  conceal  what  passes  at  your  house :  prepare  to  hear  a 
piece  of  news,  which  will  give  you  as  much  sorrow  as  surprise,  for  I  must 
touch  you  in  the  tenderest  part." 

"  I  understand  you,"  said  Don  Anastasio,  already  discomposed  ;  "  yoar 
cousin  is  unfaithfiil." — "I  no  longer  own  her  for  my  cousin,"  replied 
Hordales,  with  an  air  of  indignation.  "I  renounce  her;  for  she  is 
unworthy  of  such  a  husband." — "  'Tis  too  much  to  make  me  languish  in 
this  manner,"  cried  Don  Anastasio :  "  speak  :  what  has  Estephania  done?" 
— "She  has  betrayed  you,"  answered  Huberto;  "yon  have  a  rival  whom 
she  entertains  in  private ;  but  I  know  not  his  name ;  for  the  adulterer,  by 
the  favour  of  a  dark  night,  concealed  his  person  from  those  who  observed 
his  retreat.  All  I  know  is,  that  you  are  deceived :  that  I  am  certain  of. 
The  concern  which  I  ought  to  have  in  this  affair  but  too  weD  verifies  my 
report.  Since  I  declare  myself  against  Estephania,  I  must  be  well  convin- 
ced of  her  infidelity.  It  is  in  vain,"  added  he,  observing  that  his  discourse 
had  the  desired  effect,  "  it  is  in  vain  for  me  to  te!l  you  more.  I  perceive  that 
you  don*t  deserve  the  ingratitude  with  which  your  love  is  repaid ;  and  that 
you  meditate  just  vengeance  on  the  guilty.  I  will  not  oppose  your  design. 
Never  examine  who  the  victim  is  that  you  intend  to  strike ;  but  show  to 
the  whole  city  that  there  is  nothing  which  you  cannot  sacrifice  to  your 
honour." 

The  traitor  thus  animated  a  too  credulous  husband  against  an  innocent 
wife,  and  painted,  in  such  lively  colours,  the  infamy  with  which  he  would 
be  covered,  if  he  should  leave  the  injury  unpunished,  that  he  grew  mad 
with  revenge.  Don  Anastasio,  having  lost  his  judgment,  seemed  actuated 
by  the  furies,  and  went  home  with  a  resolution  to  stab  his  unhappy  wife, 
who  was  just  going  to  bed  when  he  came  in.  He  constrained  himself  at 
firs^  and  waited  until  the  servants  were  withdrawn ;  then,  unrestricted  by 


the  fe*r  of  HeBven'B  wnilb,  by  the  dishonoar  he  was  going  to  reflect  upon 
hie  fitmily,  and  even  by  the  nattiral  pity  which  he  oagfat  to  hare  felt  fot 
an  infoDt,  which  hie  wife  had  already  carried  six  raonthB  in  her  womb,  he 
approached  the  Tictini,  eaying,  in  a  f^irioua  tone,  *'  Thou  must  dje,  wretoh  ! 
thou  bast  but  a  mument  to  lire,  and  that  my  generosity  allowe  thee  to 
ipend  in  a  prayer  to  Heaven,  to  pardon  the  outrage  thou  hut  committed 
agaioBt  me  ■  for  I  would  not  have  thee  lose  thy  soul  as  thou  hsat  lost  thy 
honour  B  r  3  ng  he  un  h  a  bed  h  p  nard  H  s  a  t  n  and  diwourea 
temA  d  EBtephao  a  who  fall  ng  at  h  ft  and  1  ]  ng  h  r  hands,  said 
to  h  m   D  the  utmost  aston   hment      ^Vbat    ■  th     matte     Sgnor?  what 


cauae  of  discontent  hsve  I  been  so  unhappy  as  to  give  ?  Why  would  yon 
tak«  away  the  life  of  your  spouse  ?  If  you  suspect  her  of  infi<lolily,  indeed 
you  are  mistaken." 
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''No,  no  I"  the  jealous  husband  hastily  replied*  "I  am  but  too  weQ. 
IMSured  of  your  falsehood :  those  who  informed  me  are  creditable  persons. 
Don  liuLerto — ^"— **' Ah,  Signort"  said  she,  interrupting  him  with  preci- 
pitation, **  you  have  reason  to  distrust  Don  Huberto.  He  is  less  your 
firiend  than  you  imagine :  if  he  has  said  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  my 
Tirtue^  do  not  believe  him." — "Peace,  infamous  woman !"  answered  Don 
Anastasio;  *'by  endeavouring  to  prejudice  me  against  Hordales,  you 
justify,  instead  of  dissipate  my  suspicions.  You  endeavour  to  render  that 
relation  suspected,  because  he  is  informed  of  your  misconduct ;  you  want 
to  invalidate  his  testimony :  but  that  artifice  is  in  vain,  and  redoubles  my 
desire  of  punishing  your  guilt." — "My  dear  husband?"  resumed  the 
innocent  Estaphania,  weeping  bitterly,  '*  distrust  your  own  blind  rage :  if 
you  follow  its  emotions,  you  wiU  commit  an  action  which  it  will  not  be  in 
your  power  to  atone,  when  once  you  are  convinced  of  your  injustice.  In 
the  name  of  Qod  quiet  your  transports :  at  least,  give  yourself  time  to  clear 
up  your  suspicions,  and  do  justice  to  a  wife,  who  has  no  crime  to  reproach 
herself  with." 

Any  other  than  Anastasio  would  have  been  moved  with  these  words, 
and  still  more  with  the  affliction  of  her  who  pronounced  them ;  but  he, 
cruel  man !  far  from  being  melted  at  her  distress,  once  more  bade  the  lady 
recommend  herself  quickly  to  God,  and  even  lifted  up  his  arm  to  strike. 
"  Hold,  barbarian !"  cried  she :  if  thy  love  for  me  is  entirely  extinguished ; 
if  the  marks  of  tenderness  which  I  have  lavished  upon  thee,  are  efikced 
from  thy  remembrance ;  if  my  tears  cannot  divert  thee  from  thy  execrable 
design;  at  least,  have  some  regard  to  thy  own  blood.  Arm  not  thy 
frantic  hand  against  an  innocent,  who  has  not  yet  seen  the  light :  thou  canst 
not  be  its  executioner  without  offending  Heaven  and  earth.  As  for  my 
part,  I  forgive  thee  my  death :  but  be  assured,  the  blood  of  the  babe  will 
cry  for  vengeance  on  the  horrible  deed." 

However  determined  Don  Anastasio  was  to  pay  no  attention  to  what 
Estaphania  might  say,  he  could  not  help  being  moved  by  these  dreadfid 
images,  which  her  last  words  presented  to  his  thoughts.  Wherefore,  as  if  be 
had  been  afraid  that  his  emotion  would  betray  his  resentment,  he  hastened 
to  take  advantage  of  the  fUry  that  remained  in  his  heart,  and  plunging  the 
poniard  into  the  right  side  of  his  wife,  quitted  hb  house  immediately,  and 
fled  from  Antequera. 

Meanwhile,  the  unfortunate  lady  was  so  stunned  with  the  blow  which 
she  had  received,  that  she  lay  some  minutes  on  the  floor  without  any  signs 
.of  life :  afterwards,  recovering  her  spirits,  she  uttered  such  plaints  and 
lamentations,  as  brought  an  old  maid -servant  into  the  room.  As  soon  as 
this  good  woman  saw  her  mistress  in  such  a  piteous  condition,  she  waked 
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ihe  rest  of  the  domestics,  and  even  the  neighbours,  with  her  cries.  The 
chamber  was  soon  filled  with  people ;  surgeons  were  called ;  they  examined 
the  wound,  and  had  good  hopes  of  her  recovery.  They  were  not  mistaken 
in  their  conjecture;  for,  in  a  little  time,  they  cured  Estephania,  who  was- 
happily  delivered,  three  months  after  this  cruel  adventure,  of  a  son,  Signor 
611  Bias,  whom  you  now  see.   I  am  the  fruit  of  that  melancholy  pr^nancy. 

Although  scandal  seldom  spares  a  woman's  virtue,  it  respected  that  of 
my  mother ;  and  this  bloody  scene  was  looked  upon  in  town  as  the  ground* 
less  transport  of  a  jealous  husband.  My  father,  it  is  true,  was  known  to 
be  a  violent  man,  very  apt  to  take  umbrage  without  cause.  Hordales  con* 
eluded,  that  his  kinswoman  suspected  him  of  having  disturbed  the  mind  of 
Don  Anastasio  with  false  stories ;  and  satisfied  with  bein§^  at  least,  half 
revenged,  left  off  visiting  her.  Not  to  tire  you,  sir,  I  will  not  enlarge  upon 
the  particulars  of  my  education;  but  only  observe,  that  my  mother's 
principal  care  was  to  have  me  taught  to  ^ce ;  and  I  accordingly  learned 
that  exercise,  a  long  time,  in  the  most  celebrated  schools  of  Grenada  and 
Seville.  She  waited  with  impatience  until  I  was  old  enough  to  measure  my 
sword  with  that  of  Don  Huberto,  hefore  she  informed  me  of  the  cause  she 
had  to  complain  of  him :  then,  I  being  in  my  eighteenth  year,  she  imparted 
to  me  the  whole  story ;  not  without  shedding  tears  in  abundance,  and 
appearing  affected  with  the  most  violent  sorrow.  "What  impression  must  a 
mother,  in  that  condition,  make  on  a  son,  who  wanted  neither  courage  nor 
sentiment  ?  I  went  instantly,  and  challenged  Hordales  to  a  private  place, 
where,  after  a  pretty  obstinate  combat,  I  ran  him  through  the  body,  in 
three  places,  and  left  him  breathless  on  the  spot.  Don  Huberto  finding 
himself  mortally  wounded,  fixed  his  last  looks  on  me,  and  said  he  received 
the  death  I  had  given  him  as  a  just  punishment  for  the  crime  he  had  com- 
mitted against  the  honour  of  my  mother.  He  confessed  that  he  had 
resolved  upon  her  destruction,  to  be  revenged  of  her  scorn ;  and  expired, 
asking  pardon  of  Heaven,  Don  Anastasio,  Estephania,  and  me.  I  did  not 
think  proper  to  return,  in  order  to  inform  my  mother  of  what  had  happened ; 
I  left  that 'to  fame ;  and  passing  the  mountains,  repaired  to  Malaga,  where 
I  embarked  with  the  captain  of  a  privateer,  just  ready  to  sail  on  a  cruise. 
He  thought  I  did  not  look  like  one  who  wanted  courage,  and  gladly  con- 
sented that  I  should  join  his  volunteers. 

We  soon  found  an  opportunity  of  signalising  ourselves.  Near  the  island 
of  Albouran,  we  met  a  corsair  of  Mellila,  on  her  return  to  the  coast  of 
Africa^  with  a  Spanish  ship  richly  laden,  which  she  had  taken  off  Carthagena. 
We  vigorously  attacked  the  African,  and  made  ourselves  masters  of  both 
ships,  in  which  we  found  fourscore  Christians,  whom  they  were  carrying  as 
alaves  to  Barbary.    Then,  taking  advantage  of  a  favourable  wind  that 
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qirnng  up  for  tiu  eowt  of  Qnuudo,  we  airived  in  a  little  time,  «t  Poota 
de  Hf  lena. 

While  ha  asked  the  nluves  whom  he  bad  delirered,  the  places  of  their 
natiTity,  I  put  thut  qutstiou   to  a  man  of  good  mien,  who  aeemed  to  be 


about  fifty  yeare  of  oge  He  onsw  red  w  th  a  syh  that  he  was  from 
Anlf^ucra.  I  futt  a  atra  ge  emotion  at  th  s  reply  without  knowing  where- 
fore; and  he  perceiving  It  was  remarkablydislu  bed  iq  hii  tuni.  "lam," 
said  I,  "your  towneman  ;  may  I  ask  the  name  of  your  family  ?'' — "Alas  !" 
he  replUd,  "you  renew  my  gritf  by  deairiiig  me  to  gratify  your  cnriority. 
Eighteen  years  ago  I  quitted  Antequera,  where  I  oaanot  be  remembered 
without  horror:  you  yourself  mny  perhaps,   huTe  heard  of  me  but  the 


GIL   BLAS.  M7 

bften !  1x17  name  ia  Don  Anastasio  de  Rada/* — **  Just  Heaven  t*'  cried  I, 
*'  can  I  belieye  my  senses  ?  What !  is  this  Don  Anastasio,  my  own  fotheri 
whom  I  see!" — ^What  ia  that  yon  say,  yonng  manT"  cried  he,  in  his 
turn,  looking  at  me  with  surprise,  "  is  it  possible  that  you  are  the  unhappy 
infuit  which  was  in  its  mother's  womb  when  I  sacrificed  her  to  my  fiiry  f* 
'*  Yes,  my  father,"  said  I,  *'  I  am  he  whom  the  rirtuous  Estephania  brought 
into  the  world  three  months  after  that  fiital  night  on  which  you  left  her 
weltering  in  her  blood.'* 

Don  Anastasio,  before  I  had  finished  these  words,  fell  upon  my  necki 
dasped  me  in  his  arms,  and,  for  a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  did  nothing 
but  mingle  our  sighs  and  tears.  After  having  yielded  to  these  tender 
emotions,  that  such  a  meeting  could  not  fail  to  raise,  my  father  lifted  up 
Ids  eyes,  and  thanked  Heaven  for  having  preserved  Estephania.  But  a 
moment  after,  as  if  he  had  been  afraid  of  giving  thanks  unseasonably,  he 
asked  in  whsit  manner  the  innocence  of  his  wife  had  been  proved  f 
**  Signor,"  said  I,  **  nobody  but  you  ever  doubted  it :  her  conduct  was 
always  irreproachable.  I  will  not  disabuse  you :  you  must  know  that  you 
were  imposed  upon  by  Don  Huberto."  I  then  recounted  the  whole  of  that 
relation's  perfidy,  the  vengeance  I  had  taken,  and  the  confession  he  made 
at  his  death.  My  father  was  not  so  much  pleased  at  the  recovery  of  his 
freedom  as  the  news  I  told.  In  the  excess  of  his  joy,  he  began  to  embrace 
me  again  with  tenderness  and  transport ;  and  could  not  help  expressing  his 
satisfaction  with  regard  to  my  conduct.  "  Come,  my  son,"  said  he,  **  let 
ns  hasten  to  Antequera.  I  bunt  with  impatience  to  throw  myself  at  the 
feet  of  a  wife  whom  I  have  so  unworthily  treated.  Since  you  have  made 
me  acquainted  with  my  own  injustice,  my  heart  is  torn  with  remorse  1" 
i  I  was  too  eager  to  bring  together  persons  who  were  so  dear  to  me,  to 
retard  the  happy  moment :  I  quitted  the  privateer,  and  with  my  share  of 
the  prize  we  had  taken,  bought  two  mules  at  Ara,  my  father  being  un- 
willing to  expose  himself  again  to  the  dangers  of  the  sea.  He  had  leisure 
enough  on  the  road  to  relate  his  adventures,  which  I  heard  with  as  greedy 
attention  as  that  which  the  Prince  of  Ithaca  paid  to  those  of  the  king  his 
fiither.  In  short,  after  having  travelled  several  days,  we  gained  the  foot 
of  a  mountain,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antequera,  where  we  halted ;  and 
veaolving  to  go  home  privately,  did  not  enter  the  town  till  midnight. 

I  leave  you  to  guess  the  surprise  of  my  mother,  at  the  return  of  ft 
husband  whom  she  thought  for  ever  lost ;  and  the  miraculous  manner  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expression)  in  which  he  was  restored,  became  another 
cause  for  her  astonishment.  He  asked  pardon  for  his  barbarity,  with  such 
genuine  marks  of  repentance,  that  she  could  not  help  being  affected  with 
them ;  and,  instead  of  regarding  him  as  an  assassin^  looked  upon  him  aa 
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n  man  Co  whom  Heaven  bad  subjected  her  wiU ;  so  sacred  is  tbe  name  of 
bnaband  to  a  Tirtaoaa  woman! 

Esttepbania  bad  been  so  anxious  <m  mj  aooonn^  that  she  was  overjoyed 
at  my  letam.  Bot  her  pleasure  was  not  without  alloy;  the  sister  of 
Hordalea  bad  begun  a  criminal  process  against  the  murderer  of  her  brother, 
and  caused  me  to  be  searched  for  vnrj  where  in  such  a  manner,  that  my 
mother*  knowing  bow  insecure  I  was  at  home*  suffered  great  uneasmess^ 
which  obliged  me  to  set  out  that  very  night  for  court ;  where  I  oomc^ 
Signor,  to  solicit  my  pardon,  which  I  hope  to  obtain*  smoe  yon  des^  to 
qpeak  to  the  prime  muiister  in  my  behalf^  and  to  support  me  with  yoor 
whole  credit. 

He  valiant  son  of  Don  Anastasio  here  finished  his  relaticm;  nponwhidi 
I  said  to  him,  vrith  an  air  of  importance :  *'£nough,  Signor  Jkm  Iloger» 
the  esse  seems  pardonable :  I  undertake  to  communicate  your  affi&ir  tofai^ 
excellency,  and  I  will  Tenture  to  promise  you  bis  protection.''  The  GreoA- 
dine,  upon  this  assurance,  launched  out  into  a  world  of  thanks,  whidt 
would  only  have  entered  at  one  ear  and  gone  out  at  the  other,  had  he  not 
assured  me,  that  whatever  service  I  should  do  him  would  be  dose  followed 
by  his  acknowledgment.  As  soon  as  he  touched  on  that  strinfc  I  put 
myself  in  motion ;  and  that  very  day  recounted  his  story  to  the  duke,  who 
having  permitted  me  to  introduce  the  cavalier,  said  to  him :  "  Don  Soger, 
I  am  informed  of  the  affair  that  brought  you  to  court :  Santillane  baa  told 
me  eveiy  circumstance  ^  make  yourself  easy ;  you  have  done  nothing  thai 
ta  not  excusable ;  and  it  is  particularly  to  thoee  gentlemen  who  revenge 
their  injured  honour  that  his  majesty  loves  to  show  favour.  For  the  sake 
of  form,  you  must  go  to  prison ;  but  be  assured  you  shall  not  continue  in  it 
long.  Your  friend  Santillane  will  take  care  of  the  rest»  and  soon  procure 
your  enlargement,'* 

Don  Roger  made  a  profound  bow  to  the  minister,  on  vihose  word  ha 
surrendered  himself.  His  pardon,  by  my  care,  was  expedited  in  a  veiy 
Utile  time ;  for,  in  less  than  ten  days,  I  sent  this  newTelemachus  hcsne  to 
his  Ulysses  and  Penelq^e ;  whereu^  had  he  been  vritbout  a  protector,  ho 
would  not,  perhapi^  have  been  quit  Ibr  a  whde  yearns  imprisoamenU  I 
toQched  no  more  than  a  hundred  pistoles  for  my  good  offices :  so  thai  it 
was  not  a  great  catch.  But  I  was  not  yet  a  Cald^rona^  to  despise  smaB 
matters. 


CHAPTBB  IX. 
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I  BIS  affair  quickened  my  appetita ;  and  tMi 

Jpiitolea  wbioh  I  gave  to  Scipia,  for  his  right 
of  biokenge,  encouraged  iLim  to  go  upon 
the  Roeut  agaio.  I  haTe  already  extolled  hia 
talenta  in  thU  way:  he  might  have  been 
juatly  entitled  the  great  Scipio.  The  seoood 
cuatomer  he  brought  was  a  printer,  who,  in 
deapite  of  common  wnae,  had  enriched  bim- 
^ aelf   by  books  of  knight^rrantry.     Thia 

l^^^m^^^HHBI  houeat  tradesman  had  pirated  a  work  belong* 
ing  to  another  printer,  and  hia  edition  was  aeised.  For  three  hundred 
duoats,  he  obtained,  through  my  means,  a  replevy,  and  escaped  a  large 
fine.  Though  the  minister,  properly  speaking,  had  no  buainesi  with  this 
eSair,  his  eieellenoy,  at  my  request,  was  so  good  si  to  interpose  his 
anthority.  After  the  printer,  a  merchant  passed  through  my  hands,  on  the 
following  occasion.  A  Fortugn^se  ship  had  been  taken  by  a  ooraiir  of 
Bsrbary,  and  afterwards  retaken  by  a  privateer  of  Cadiz,  Two-thirds  «f 
the  lading  belonged  to  a  merchant  of  Lisbon,  who  baring  reolaimed  it  in 
viin,  oame  to  oonrt  in  quest  of  a  patron,  who  had  credit  enough  to  cause 
restitntiou  to  be  made.  I  intere«b>d  myself  in  his  behalf  and  he  got 
poeeesdon  of  his  efitots,  In  conaideratioa  of  a  present  which  he  made  mo, 
of  four  hundred  pistoles,  for  my  prot«ction. 

Uetbinke  I  hear  the  reader  cry  in  this  place,  "  Bravo,  Konsieur  do 
Santillane,  pnt  bay  into  your  boots;  you  are  in  a  fine  road;  push  your 
fortune  i "— "  Oh  I  th;)t  I  will,  I  warrant  you  !  I  see,  if  I  am  not  miataken 
my  valet  coming  with  a  new  prize,  which  he  haa  gmpplcd.  Bight:  it  is 
Bcipio — let  us  hear  him." — "Signer,"  raid  he,  "allow  me  to  introduoe 
this  famous  operator  to  you.    He  wants  a  patent  to  sett  bis  medioinus ' 
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ezdunTe  of  all  others,  during  the  space  of  ten  jears,  in  all  the  cities  nnclcr 
the  dominion  of  Spain ;  that  is,  all  persons  of  his  profession  shall  be  proh^ 
bited  firom  settling  in  the  place  or  places  where  he  resides ;  and  he  wfll  pay, 
as  an  acknowledgement^  two  hondred  pistoles  to  anj  person  who  will  pro- 
core  for  him  the  said  privilege/'     I  said  to  the  mountebank,  assuming  the 
patron,  ^' Well,  friend,  your  business  shaU  be  done/*    Sure  enough,  in  a 
few  days^  I  dispatched  him  with  patents^  which  entitled  him  to  cheat  the 
people  ezdnsiyely  through  all  the  kingdoms  of  Spain. 
-     Though  my  wealth  increased,  I  had  obtained  of  his  ezoellency  the  four, 
fkrours  I  had  asked  so  easily,  that  I  never  hesitated  in  requesting  a  fifth ; 
which  was  the  government  of  the  city  of  Vera,  on  the  confines  of  Grenada, 
for  a  knight  of  Calatrava,*  who  promised  me  a  thousand  pistoles  for  the 
place.    The  minister  laughed  to  see  me  so  hot  on  the  game :  "  Egad, 
Gil  Bias,"  taid  he,  *'you  go  on  at  a  rare  rate:  you  must  be  furiously 
inclined  to  oblige  your  neighbours.     Hark'ee^  I  shall  not  stand  upon  trifles 
with  you:  but  when  you  demand  governments,  and  other  considerable 
fiivours,  you  shall  if  you  please,  be  contented  with  one  half  of  the  profit, 
and  be  accountable  for  the  other  to  me.    You  can't  imagine,'*  added  he, 
'*  what  expense  I  am  obliged  to  be  at,  or  hpw  many  resources  I  must  have 
to  support  the  dignity  of  my  post :  for,  notwithstanding  the  disinterested 
appearance  I  assume,  I  confess  I  am  not  imprudent  enough  to  disorder  my 
domestic  a£Ubrs.    Take  your  measures  accordingly/' 

My  master,  by  this  discourse,  banishing  all  f^  of  being  importunate, 
or  rather  encouraging  me  to  return  frequently  to  the  charge^  I  became 
more  greedy  of  riches  than  ever ;  and  would  have  willingly  advertised, 
that  all  those  that  wanted  favours  at  court  should  iq>ply  to  me.  I  went 
upon  one  course^  Scipio  upon  another,  in  quest  of  people  whom  we  n^ght 
serve  for  money.  My  knight  of  Calatrava  had  his  government  of  Vara 
for  his  thousand  pistoles ;  and  I  soon  obtained  another  at  the  same  price^ 
for  a  knight  of  St.  Jago.f  I  was  not  contented  with  making  governors  only ; 

*  Calsfenva,  s  military  order  of  knighthood  in  Spun,  institated  in  the  year  1196, 
during  the  reign  of  Sancho  the  Third,  King  of  Castile.  Thii  society  formerly  aignal-. 
iied  its  seal  and  courage,  in  many  battles  against  the  infidels,  and  is  still  possened 
of  fifty-six  commanderies,  and  uzteen  priories.  The  habit  of  the  order  is  a  large 
white  mantle,  with  a  red  cross  on  the  left  side,  powdered  with  fiowers  de  luce.  The 
knights  make  a  vow  of  poverty,  obedience,  and  conjugal  fidelity ;  and  take  an  oath 
to  maintain  the  immacniate  conception  of  Uie  blessed  Virgin. 

t  St  Jago,  or  St  James.  This  is  the  highest  order  of  knighthood  in  Spidn,  insti- 
tuted in  the  twelfth  century.  They  take  an  oath  toMefend  the  pilgrims  that  visit  the 
tomb  of  St  James,  at  Compostella,  from  the  insults  of  the  Moors.  They  bear  for 
arms  a  sword  gules ;  the  handle  is  in  form  of  a  cross,  powdered  with  flowers  de 
luce  ;  and  their  motto  is,  Sfluiguine  Arabura. 


i 


I  eoDferred  orders  of  knighthood,  and  oonverted  8om«  good  plahians  iota 
bad  gentlemen,  by  Tirtoe  of  excellent  letten  p«tet)t,  I  wm  kIn  willing 
that  the  clergy  shonld  feel  my  beneTolenoe :  I  bestowed  small  benefices, 
canonihips,  and  some  eoclesiBstioal  dignities.  As  for  the  bishoprios  ftod 
aiohbishoprios,  they  were  all  in  the  gift  of  Bon  Bodrigo  de  Calderopa,  whs 


^^v^T 


likewiu  appointed  magistrates,  commandere,  and  viceroys.  A  plain  prooi 
-that  the  great  places  were  no  better  filled  than  the  small  ones;  for  the 
people  we  ohoee  to  occupy  the  posts,  of  which  we  made  such  an  honourable 
traffic,  were  not  always  the  best  quali&ed,  (a  most  regular,  We  knew  very 
well,  that  the  wits  of  Madrid  made  tbemsetvs  toerry  at  onr  ezpenoe ;  but 
we  resembled  those  misers,  who  console  themselves  for  the  publio  scorn 
with  a  eight  of  their  gold. 

Isooratee    haa  reason   to    call  intemperance  and  folly  the  inaepanbls 
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0mvmm»  of  walth.    When  I  found  tny^lf  master  of  thirty  thooaaad 
iooiti,  and  in  a  condition  to  get,  perhaps,  ten  times  a.  miich.  I  thoH^ 

mnit  then  make  a  figure  wortJiy  of  the  prime  mirister'a  confidant.  I  hired 


«oach  of  a  notary,  who  had  aet  it  up  through  ostentation,  and  now  wantwl 
to  «t  rid  of  it  by  the  adyice  of  his  baker.    I  engaged  a  coachman ;  and. 
„Ui.butjusttoadv«iceoldser«mt.,  raised  Scipio  to  the  trq.le  honour 
of  my  Talet  de  chambre.  secretary,  and  steward.    But  what  put  the  fimshmg 
atroke  to  my  pride,  was  the  mmirter's  aUowing  mypeople  to  wear  hi. 
Kyerr.    This  banished  aU  the  judgment  that  remained ;  and  I  became  as 
m^i  as  the  disciples  of  Pordus  Latro.  who,  when  they  had  made  themselTes 
„  pale  as  their  master,  by  drinking  decoctions  of  cumin,  unagmed  them- 
.ellT..  learned,  «id  well  nigh  belieyed  myself  the  Duke  of  Lermas 
relation     I  reaUy  took  it  into  my  he«l.  that  I  should  pass  for  mwh.  or 
SS;  for o^f  hi.ba.t-ds:  an^ection  that  gave  me  infinite  ptejsure 
aJL  tlis.  that  in  imiUtion  of  fci.  excellency,  who  kept  open  taWe.  I 
««hed  to  en^n  aho.    For  thi.  purpo«.  I  ordered  Sapio  to  look  o^t 
ri^eook,  and  he  fiHmd one,  who  was  perhaps.  comp«^totothat 

Xi^n^*  of  d«nty  memory.  I J-^;"  "'• "  bl^^tTe 
!!inl«.  and.  after  baring  hud  in  all  other  kinds  of  provision,  began  to  leomve 
ZLr     S^  ereJng,  ««.e  of  the  principal  clerks  of  the  mm«ter  s 

ST/ho  p^y^sum^  the  quality  of  secretaries  of  sUte,  c«ne  to  sup 

^^2e     iZl^^  good  «b«'.  "»*  'l''*y  "^^  them  home  weU 

^IZ     LZon  hi.  si^Cfor  it  was  Uke  master,  like  man),  kept  table 

Tt  theTuLy,  where  he  regaled  hU  «:qmdnt«Bces  at  my  expense. 

S:;'e"clut«  rf^  Vd  for  that  young  fellow.  I  thought,  as  he  contr. 
But  exciusiye  oi  mjr     6  ^^  ^^  ^  apendmg  it 

Ibr  hit  nice  Uate  in  lentuality. 
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STniiiies  oame  «t  the  time  appointed,  and  waa  amaxed  to  find  that  I  wai 
the  Ibreign  nobleman  who  had  invited  him  to  snpper.  ''Yea  friend/'  eaid 
I  to  him,  ''  this  is  mj  house ;  I  have  a  handsome  eqaipage,  a  good  tables 
and  a  strong  box  besides.*'-—''  Is  it  possible/'  oried  he,  with  great  Tivaoitj, 
"that  I  find  thee  again  in  snch  opnlenoe?  how  happy  am  I  for  having 
reoommended  thee  to  Count  GbUano  1  I  told  thee  that  he  was  a  generous 
nobleman,  who  would  soon  make  thee  easy  for  life.  Thou  hast,  doubtlesi^'' 
added  he,  "  followed  the  wise  advice  I  gave  thee,  and  given  the  butler  a 
little  more  rein.  I  oongratulate  thee  upon  thy  conduet ;  for  it  is  by  anoh 
prudent  measures  only,  that  the  stewards  in  great  fiimiUea  become  so  rich.** 

I  let  Eabrioo  applaud  himself  as  much  as  ha  pleased^  for  having  intro^ 
duoed  me  to  the  servioe  of  Count  Galiano :  after  which,  in  order  to  moderate 
the  joy  which  he  felt  for  having  procured  me  such  a  good  post,  I  related 
the  marks  of  gratitude  with  which  that  nobleman  had  repaid  my  aervioa  c 
but  perceived  that  my  poet,  while  I  made  the  detail,  sung  his  reoantatioa 
within  himself  I  said  to  him,  "  I  forgive  the  Sicilian— between  you  and 
me,  I  have  more  cause  to  rejoice  than  be  sony  at  his  behaviour  towards  ma 
If  the  count  had  not  used  me  ill,  I  should  have  followed  him  to  Bicilyv 
where  I  should  now  be  a  servant  in  expectation  of  an  uncertain  estabr 
Kshment.  In  a  word,  I  should  not  be  the  confidant  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma.' ' 
Kunnes  was  so  struck  with  these  last  words,  that  he  continued  some 
Biinutes  incapable  of  uttering  one  sylable.  Then  breaking  silence  all  of  a 
sadden:  "  Did  I  understand  you  aright?"  said  he ;  "  what !  have  you  the 
confidence  of  the  prime  minister  ?"—-'*  I  share  it,"  I  replied,  *'  with  Doa 
Bodrigo  de  Calderona,  and,  in  all  appearance,  I  shall  make  great  progreas.'^ 
^  Truly,  Signer  de  Santillane/'  said  he,  "  I  look  upon  you  with  adnsimtion  I 
yen  are  capable  of  filling  all  sorts  of  employment.  What  talents  you  eoa 
master  of!  you  have  (to  use  the  expression  of  our  tennis  oourt)  the  nni- 
versal  tool :  that  is  to  say,  you  are  qualified  for  everything,  Pinally, 
fiignor,"  added  he,  "  I  am  overjoyed  at  your  worship's  praaperity.'*— '*'  0 
the  devil  1"  said  I,  interruptiDg  him,  '*  Mr.  Nunnez,  truce  with  your  signor 
end  your  worship :  let  us  banish  these  terms,  and  live  fkmiliarly  togethifr." 
*'Thoa  art  in  the  right,*^  he  replied,  ''I  ought  not  to  look  upon  thee 
etherwise  than  iisual»  although  thou  art  become  ricL  I  will  confess  my 
weakness :  I  was  daxzled  when  I  undeiBtood  thy  happy  fate.  But  that 
prejudice  is  over,  and  I  now  behold  thee  again  as  my  old  friend  Gil  Bias." 

Our  ooaversation  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  four  or  five  clerkiw 
«« Gentlemen,"  said  I  to  them,  preeentiog  Kunnee,  "  you  shall  sup  with 
SigBor  I>(A  Fabrico,  who  composes  verses  worthy  of  king  II'uma»  and 
viitee  in  proas  like  a  prcsligy ."    Unluckily,  I  spoke  to  people  who  rsgasded 


tfU  BOOK  ▼!».— CHAP.    IX. 

poetiy  ao  litde,  thai  our  author  suffered  on  acoount  of  hk  profeBnoiL 
Scarce  would  they  deign  to  fiiTour  him  with  a  look.  It  was  to  no  purpoae 
that  he  said  witty  things  to  attract  their  attention ;  they  did  not  perceive 
the  heanty  of  his  sallies :  and  he  was  so  mach  piqued  at  their  want  of 
taste^  that  he  made  use  of  his  poetical  licence,  and  cunningly  withdrawin|f 
ftom  the  company,  disappeared.  Our  clerks  did  not  perceive  his  retreat,  and 
tat  down  to  table  without  so  much  as  asking  what  was  become  of  him. 

Just  as  I  had  done  dressings  next  morning,  and  was  going  abroad,  the 
poet  of  the  Asturias  entered  my  chamber,  saying^  '*  I  ask  pardon,  my 
friend,  for  having  so  abruptly  left  thy  clerks  last  night;  but  truly,  I  waa 
ao  much  out  of  my  element  among  them,  that  I  could  no  longer  endure  my 
Ktoation.  A  parcel  of  insolent  fellows  with  their  self-sufficient  starched- 
•fars ;  I  can't  comprehend  how  thou,  who  hast  an  acuteness  of  understanding 
caatt  accommodate  thyself  to  such  stupid  guests ;  this  veiy  day,"  added 
hfl^  <'  I  will  bring  hither  fellows  of  wit  and  spirit."—''  I  shall  be  oU%ed  to 
thee,"  answered  I,  "and  will  entirely  depend  upon  thy  taste  in  the  choice 
of  them." — ''  Thou  art  in  the  right,"  said  he,  "  I  promise  thee  superior 
geniuses  of  the  most  entertaining  characters.  I  will  go  this  instant  to  a 
coflfee-house  where  they  meet,  and  bespeak  them  before  they  engage  them- 
selves  elsewhere :  for,  happy  is  the  man  who  can  have  their  company  at 
dinner  or  supper,  so  much  are  they  admired  for  their  agreeable  humour." 

So  sayings  he  left  me^  and  at  supper-time  returned  with  six  authors 
only,  whom  he  introduced  to  me  one  after  another,  characterizing  each  as 
he  presented  them.  To  hear  him,  one  would  have  thought  that  these  wits 
surpassed  those  of  ancient  Greece  and  Italy ;  and  their  works,  as  he  said* 
deserved  to  be  engraven  in  letters  of  gold.  I  received  those  gentlemen 
very  politely,  and  even  affected  to  load  them  with  civility ;  for  the  nation  of 
authors  is  a  little  vain  glorious.  Though  I  had  not  laid  my  injunctions  on 
Sdpio  to  take  care  that  our  table  should  be  sumptuously  ftimished,  as  he 
knew  what  sort  of  people  I  was  to  treat  that  day,  he  had  reinforced  our 
services  of  his  own  accord.  In  short,  we  went  to  supper  in  high  glee ;  my 
poets  began  to  talk  of  themselves,  and  were  not  silent  in  their  own  praise. 
One,  with  a  lofty  air,  mentioned  grandees  and  ladies  of  quality  who  were 
delighted  with  his  muse ;  another,  finding  fault  with  the  choice  which  a 
learned  academy  had  made  of  two  members,  modestly  observed  that  tfa^ 
ought  to  have  chosen  him.  The  discourse  of  the  rest  was  not  a  whit  le» 
arrogant.  In  the  middle  of  supper  they  worried  me  with  verse  and  proses 
each,  in  his  turn,  repeating  a  specimen  of  his  own  writings ;  one  regaled 
me  with  a  sonnet,  another  rehearsed  a  scene  of  a  tragedy ;  a  third  read  a 
criticism  upon  a  comedy ;  and  a  fourth,  endeavouring,  in  his  turn,  to  give 
us  an  ode  of  Anacreon  translated  into  wretched  Spanish  verse,  was  inter- 
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nptad  bjr  one  of  Mi  brethren,  nho  told  him  that  he  hod  Tued  an  improper 
term.  The  author  of  the  translatioa  denied  his  auertiou ;  and  a  diapnta 
aivae,  in  which  all  the  wita  eapotued  one  nde  or  other ;  the  Totaa  were 
equal,  the  dispntants  grew  hot,  and  prooeeded  to  inreotiTea;  the  debate 
alill  oontinued,  until  beooming  Inrioni,  they  got  np  and  went  bj  the  ear* 
together.  Fabrioo,  Scipio,  my  ooaohman,  laoqnaya,  and  myielf,  had  all 
sufficient  work  in  parting  them ;  which  when  we  had  aocompliihed,  they 
went  away,  as  if  from  a  publi«  boiue,  without  makiog  the  lesat  apology 
for  their  impohto  beharionr. 

Nunnez,  from  vhoee  promise  I  hod  formed  an  agreeable  idea  of  thii 
entertainment,  remained  very  much  out  of  countenance  at  this  adveBture. 
"  Wdl,  friend,"  said  I  to  him,  "  will  you  still  extol  your  fellow  gueata  i 
Upon  my  eonscieuoe,  you  have  brought  hither  a  rillisnoui  set,  I  will  benoa- 
fbith  keep  to  my  clerks ;  don't  talk  to  me  of  anthors." — "  I  will  bring  no 
more  such,"  answered  he ;  "  thou  hast  seen  the  best  of  the  whato  tribe." 


CIUPrKB  X. 
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a  soon  «■  I  was  kDown  to  1m  in  fkroor 
with  the  Duke  of  Lenna,  I  liad  a  court 
of  my  own,  Eyery  momiDg  107  aiit»- 
nhamber  wai  taU  of  people,  and  I  gare 
audience  at  1117  IsTee.  Two  kinds  of 
Gompanf  came- thither;  one,  to  ba;  my 
interest  with  the  minister  fbr  &TODrs  ; 
nnd  the  other,  to  more  me  by  supplio*- 
tions,  to  obtain  for  them  what  they 
wanted,  gratu.  The  first  were  sore  of 
being  heard  and  assisted ;  but  with  re- 
gard to  the  last,  I  got  rid  of  them  by  ernriTe  exouses,  or  amused  them  so 
long,  that  their  paiieoce  forsook  them.  Before  I  belonged  to  conrt,  I  was 
naturally  compaMionate  atid  chnritable ;  but  I  no  longer  iett  tiat  hamane 
weakness,  and  became  as  hard  as  flint.  Of  consequence,  I  cured  mynelf  of 
my  friecidflhip  also,  and  stripped  myself  of  all  social  affections,  as  will  appear 
by  my  behaviour  to  Joseph  Nararro,  in  an  affuir  I  am  going  to  relate^ 

This  Navarro,  to  whom  I  owed  so  many  obligations,  and  who,  in  ona 
word,  was  the  first  cause  of  my 'fortune,  came  one  day  to  my  houw  ;  and, 
after  having  expressed  a  great  deal  of  friendship  for  me,  at  he  always  did 
when  we  met,  desired  me  to  ask  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma  a  certain  employment 
for  one  of  his  friends;  telling  me,  that  the  cavalier  in  whose  behalf  he 
solicited  was  a  very  amiable  young  gentleman  of  great  merit,  but  that  he 
wanted  a  post  for  his  suhsistenoe :  "  I  don't  at  all  doubt,"  added  Joeeph, 
"  that,  kind  and  obliging  as  you  are,  you  will  be  overjoyed  at  an  oppor* 
tnsity  of  serving  a  man  of  honour  in  distress;  and  I  am  sure  that  you  will 
think  yourself  beholden  to  me,  for  giving  you  this  occasion  of  exerting  your 
geDerusity.'  Tiiis  was  ptuiuly  telling  me  that  he  expected  it  for  nothing ; 
and  though  I  did  not  mueh  relish  the  piopoaal,   I  appeared  rery  much 
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to  clo  wKit  he  desnul.  **  I  mn  diafmed»'^  wisivered  I  to  Naivarroi 
**lluit  I  hare  it  in  mj  power  to  show  my  hyely  giadtude  for  all  the  favourv 
which  I  have  received  at  your  handa*  Tour  interesting  yourself  for  any 
one,  is  a  soffieient  inducement  for  me  to  serve  him ;  your  friend  shall  have 
ihMt  pkoe  yon  hare  pitched  upon  for  him,  depend  i^n  it;  the  affair  i» 
BO  longer  yours  but  mine." 

:  On  this  assurance,  Joseph  went  awi^  very  well  satisfied.  Nevertheless^ 
iha  person  whom  he  recommended  did  not  obtain  the  post  in  question.  I 
procured  it  for  another  man,  in  consideration  of  a  thousand  dntots,  which 
i  pnt  into  my  strong  box,  and  which  I  preferred  to  any  acknowledgment  I 
might  have  eaq)eeted  from  the  clerk  of  the  kitehen,  to  whom  I  sttd,  with 
an  air  of  mortification,  when  next  we  met :  "  Ah !  my  dear  Navarro,  you 
weve  too  late  in  speaking  to  me ;  I  was  prevented  by  Calderona,  n^io  has* 
given  away  that  same  post ;  and  I  am  quite  in  despair  that  I  have  no  better 
news  to  entertain  yon  with." 

Joseph  implicitly  believed  what  I  said,  and  we  parted  better  frienda  than 
ever.;  but  I  believe  he  soon  discovered  the  truth,  for  he  never  after  came 
to  my  house;  and  I  was  charmed  at  his  absence.  For,  besides  my  being 
buithened  by  the  service  he  had  done  me,  I  thought  it  did  not  look  well  for 
people  of  my  rank  at  court  to  keep  company  with  butlers. 

I  have  not  mentioned  the  Count  de  Lemos  a  good  while4  Let  us  now 
iBtnm  to  that  nobleman,  whom  I  sometimes  visited.  I  had  carried  to  him 
two  thousand  pistoles,  as  I  formerly  observed,  and  afterwards  gave  him  a 
^ousand  more  by  order  of  the  duke  his  unde,  out  of  the  money  I  had 
belonging  to  his  excellency.  The  Count  de  Lemos  had  along  conver«tion 
irith  me  that  day :  he  told  me  that  he  had  at  last  gained  his  end,  and 
entirely  possessed  the  good  graces  of  the  Prince  of  Spain,  whose  sole 
confidant  he  was :  he  then  gave  me  charge  of  a  very  honourable  commission 
which  he  had  abeady  prepared  for  me.  *' Friend  Santillane,"  said  he, 
'^nowu  the  time  to  be  doing:  spare  nothing  to  discover  some  young 
beauty,  who  may  be  worthy  to  amuse  that  gallant  prince.  You  don't  want 
wit,  imd  I  need  say  no  more ;  go,  run,  search,  and  when  you  have  made  a 
lucky  discovery,  come  and  impart  it  to  me."  I  promised  to  neglect  nothing 
in  acquitting  myself  handsomely  of  this  employment,  which  must  not  be 
very  difficult  to  exercise,  since  so  many  people  live  by  the  same  profession. 
.  I  had  not  been  much  used  to  this  kind  of  enquiry ;  but  not  doubting  that 
Scipio  was  an  adept  in  the  art,  I  called  for  him  when  I  came  home,  and 
said  to  him  in  private :  **  Child,  I  am  going  to  intnist  thee  with  a  great 
secret.  Bost  thou  know,  that  in  the  midst  of  fortime's  favours  I  find  J 
want  something? '— *<I  can  easily  guess  what  that  is,"  said  he,  interrupt- 
ing me  before  I  could  proceed,  *'  you  want  an  agreeable  nymph  to  unbend 
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Md  ffbiHanite  j^mt  tpnrits ;  tad  truly  it  is  tstonithiiig  tbat  yoa  skodd  M 
vilhottt  one  in  tlie  prime  of  jonr  age,  when  gniTe  grey-beaidi  cmiot 
di^iente  with  each  reerettioii/'— **  I  admire  thy  penetration^*'  answered  J, 
with  a  smile;  ''yes,  a  mistrese  I  want,  and  desire  to  have  one  of  thy 
reoommendilig.  But  Imustwam  thee^  beforehand*  that  I  am  very  deUeate 
in  these  matters.  I  expect  a  lady  of  beanty  and  good  monls." — **  What 
yon  reqoire,"  replied  Scipio^  ''is  not  easily  found;  bat,  howerery  we  lK?e^ 
thank  God,  in  a  city  that  affords  some  of  all  sorts,  and  I  hope  I  ahail  sooor 
be  able  to  fit  yon  to  a  hair." 

Sure  ^noogh,  in  three  days  he  said,  **  I  have  diseorered  a  treasorr;  A 
yonng  lady,  whose  name  is  Catalina,  of  a  good  fiunily,  and  rsTishing 
beauty;  she  liyes  under  the  tuition  of  her  annt»  in  n  Uttie  houses  where 
Aey  subsist  in  an  honourable  manner  on  their  foitnne^  which  b  but  sdmU  i 
they  are  served  by  a  ehambermaid  of  my  acqnainlance,  who  has  aasoftd 
me,  that  though  their  door  is  shut  to  every  body  at  present,  it  would  be 
open  to  a  rich  and  liberal  gallant,  provided  he  were  vrilling  to  avind  scandal 
by  going  in  at  night,  without  any  show.  Whereupon  I  described  you  as  a 
cavalier,  who  deserved  to  find  the  door  unlatched ;  and  desired  the  maid 
to  propose  you  to  the  ladies.  She  has  promised  to  do  so^  and  inform  me 
of  their  answer  to-morrow  morning  at  a  certain  place*"—"  That*8  weH»" 
I  replied,  '*but  I  am  afraid  the  chambermud  imposes  npon  AetJ* — '*Na^ 
no,"  said  he^  **  I  am  not  so  easily  persuaded ;  I  have  already  interrogated 
the  neighbours,  and  conclude,  from  what  they  say,  that  Signora  Gatalina  is 
a  Danae,  on  whom  you  may  descend  like  another  Jupiter,  in  a  shower  of 
gold."  Prejudiced  as  I  was  against  intrigues  of  this  kind,  I  engaged  in  it 
for  once ;  and  as  the  chambermaid  came  next  day,  and  told  Sopio,  that  if 
I  pleased,  I  might  be  introduced  that  very  evening  to  her  mistress,  I  st«^ 
thither  between  eleven  and  twelve.  The  maid  receiving  me  in  the  darl^ 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and  led  me  into  a  pretty  handsome  hail,  where  I 
found  the  ladies  richly  dressed,  and  seated  on  satin  couches.  As  soon  ad 
they  perceived  me,  they  got  up,  and  saluted  me  in  sudi  a  noUe  manner 
that  I  took  them  for  persons  of  quality.  The  aunt,  whose  name  was 
Siguora  Mencia,  though  still  agreeable,  did  not  attract  my  attentioB,  whidi 
was  entirely  engrossed  by  the  niece,  who  seemed  a  goddess.  To  examine 
her  minutely,  however,  she  could  not  be  called  a  perfect  beanty ;  but  she 
had  such  graces,  together  vrith  such  a  tempting  luscious  air,  as  hindered 
the  eye  from  perceiving  her  defects. 

Accordingly,  I  was  disturbed  at  sight  of  her.  I  forgot  that  I  came 
thither  to  perform  the  office  of  procurer ;  spoke  in  my  own  favour,  and 
expressed  myself  like  a  man  inspired  by  the  most  violent  passion.  The 
young  lady,  in  whom  I  found  three  times  more  vrit  than  she  really  had,  so 


ooartecnu  did  ah*  seem,  qtnte  enobanted  me  by  her  ansirera ;  and  I  begaa 
to  lose  tbe  gcrrerament  of  myielf,  wben  ber  aunt,  in  order  to  moderate  mj 
tnniporia,  addmeed  me  in  Ihia  manner;  "Sigaor  de  SantilUne,  I  mart 


be  itfm  witb  you.  On  account  of  the  cbaracter^  whicfa  I  beard  of  yovr 
worship,  I  bare  permitted  yon  to  riait  me,  without  enhancing  the  price  of 
the  faTour,  byatonding  on  ceremony;  bat  don't  imaginef yourself  the  nearer 
ynur  point  for  thai  reason.  I  bare  hitherto  brought  up  my  neice  in  retire- 
ment, and  you  are  (as  I  may  say)  the  first  oara]ier  to  whose  eyes  she  has 
been  exposed.  If  you  deem  ber  worthy  to  be  your  nifti,'I  shall  be  overjoyed 
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at  her  good  fortune.  Consider,  therefore,  if  she  will  suit  yoii  at  that  primi 
lor  you  cannot  have  her  at  a  dieaper  rate." 

This  well-aimed  shot  frightened  away  Cupid,  who  was  just  going  to  let 
fly  an  arrow  at  me.  To  speak  without  metaphor,  a  marriage  so  hluntly 
proposed  made  me  recollect  myself.  I  became  again  all  of  a  sudden  the 
fidthful  agent  of  the  Count  de  Lemos,  and  changing  my  tone,  replied  to 
Signora  Menda :  **  Madam,  I  am  pleased  with  your  frankness,  which  I 
intend  to  imitate.  Whatever  figure  I  make  at  court,  I  am  not  worthy  of 
the  incomparable  Catalina,  but  have  in  view  for  her  a  much  more  splendid 
fate;  in  short,  I  design  her  for  the  Prince  of  Spain." — "Tour  refusal  of 
my  niece,"  replied  the  aunt  coldly,  *'was  disobliging  enough ;  there  was 
no  occasion  to  accompany  it  with  a  piece  of  raillery." — *'  I  don*t  rally, 
indeed,  madam,"  cried  I,  **  nothing  is  more  serious ;  I  have  orders  to  find 
out  a  lady  who  deserves  to  be  honoured  with  the  private  visits  of  the  Prince 
of  Spain ;  I  find  such  an  one  in  your  house,  and  mark  it  for  the  scene 
accordingly." 

Signora  Mencia  was  astonished  at  these  words,  whidi  I  perceived  did 
not  much  displease  her :  nevertheless,  believing  that  she  ought  to  affect 
reserve,  she  answered  in  this  manner:  '*  If  I  was  disposed  to  credit  literally 
what  yon  say,  you  must  know  that  I  am  not  of  such  a  character,  as  to 
rejoice  in  the  infamous  honour  of  seeing  my  niece  mistress  to  a  prince. 
My  virtue  disapproves" — "What  a  saint  you  are  with  your  virtue !"  said 
I,  interrupting  her,  "you  talk  like  one  bred  among  silly  citizens.  Surely 
you  joke,  in  pretending  to  consider  things  in  a  moral  point  of  view !  that 
would  be  stripping  them  of  all  their  beauty ;  they  must  be  surveyed  with  a 
carnal  eye.  Behold  the  heir  apparent  of  Spain  at  the  feet  of  the  happy 
Catalina,  adoring  and  loading  her  with  presents ;  and  remember,  that  from 
her  perhaps  will  spring  a  hero,  who  will  render  his  mother^s  name  immor- 
tal as  his  own." 

Although  the  annt  would  have  gladly  embraced  my  proposal,  she  feigned 
herself  irresolute  about  the  matter :  and  Catalina,  who  wished  the  prince 
already  in  her  chains,  affected  great  indifference ;  so  that  I  was  obliged  to 
invest  the  place  anew,  until  at  length,  Signora  Mencia  seeing  me  repulsed, 
and  ready  to  raise  the  siege,  beat  the  chamade,  and  we  agreed  upon  a 
capitulation,  which  contained  the  two  following  articles. — Imprimis,  if  the 
Prince  of  Spain,  on  the  report  that  I  shall  make  of  Catalina's  charms, 
shall  be  inflamed,  and  determined  to  honour  her  with  a  nocturnal  visit, 
I  shall  take  care  to  apprise  the  ladies  of  the  night  that  shall  be  chosen 
for  that  purpose. — Item,  The  prince  shall  not  visit  the  said  ladies  but  as 
an  ordinary  gallant,  with  no  other  attendants  than  me  and  his  Merrnrr 
in  chief. 
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After  this  oonventiony  the  aunt  and  niece  Aowed  me  all  inaaner  of 
friendship,  and  assumed  a  familiarity  of  hehaviour,  in  consequence  of  which 
I  Tentured  some  hugs,  which  were  not  very  ill  received :  and  when  we 
parted,  they  emhraced  me  of  their  own  accord,  and  loaded  me  with  caresses. 
It  is  really  wonderful  to  see  with  what  facility  an  intimacy  is  contracted 
between  the  courtiers  of  gallantry  and  the  women  who  want  their  service. 
Had  people  observed  me  leave  this  house  with  such  marks  of  favour,  they 
might  have  said,  with  some  appearance  of  justice,  that  I  was  much  hi^pier 
than  I  actually  found  myself.  The  Count  de  Lemos  was  overjoyed,  when 
I  let  him  know  that  I  had  made  such  a  discovery  as  he  desired.  I  spoke  of 
Catalina  in  such  a  manner  as  made  him  long  to  see  her.  I  carried  him  to 
her  lodgings  next  night,  and  he  owned  that  I  had  been  very  successful.  He 
told  the  ladies,  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  the  prince  would  be  perfectly 
well  satisfied  with  the  mistress  which  I  had  chosen  for  him,  and  that  she 
on  her  part  would  have  cause  to  be  contented  with  such  a  lover :  that  the 
young  prince  was  full  of  generosity  and  sweetness  of  temper ;  in  short,  he 
assured  them,  that  he  would  bring  him  to  their  house  in  a  few  days,  a!i 
they  desired  he  should  come,  that  ia^  without  noise  or  attendance.  This 
nobleman  afterwards  took  his  leave  of  them,  and  I  withdrew  in  his 
company.  We  got  back  to  his  equipage,  -in  which  we  had  come  thither, 
and  which  waited  for  us  at  the  end  of  the  street ;  he  set  me  down  at  my 
own  house,  charging  me  to  inform  his  uncle  next  day  of  this  new-started 
adventure,  and  to  desire  he  would  send  him  a  thousand  pistoles  to  ensure 
his  success. 

I  did  not  fail  to  give  the  Duke  of  Lerma  an  exact  account  of  what  had 
passed ;  concealing  only  one  circumstance.     I  did  not  speak  a  syllable  of  ^ 
Scipio,  but  took  to  myself  the  honour  of  the  discovery,  according  to  the 
practice  of  those  who  live  among  the  great. 

.    By  these  means  I  acquired  a  great  many  compliments.     "  Mr.  Gil  Bias," 
said  the  mimster  to  me,  with  an  air  of  raiUeiy,  '*  I  am  ravished  to  find, 
ihat  with  your  other  talents,  you  likewise  possess  that  of  discovering 
x)bl]ging  beauties ;  when  I  have  occasion  for  one  of  that  dass,  you  will  g^ve 
-me  leave  to  apply  to  you." — **My  lord,"  I  replied  in  the  same  tone,  '*L 
thank  your  grace  for  intending  me  the  preference ;  but  give  me  leave  to 
say,  that  I  ^lould  be  scrupulous  of  serving  your  excellency  in  that  manner, 
^gnor  Bodrigo  has  been  so  long  in  possession  of  that  employment,  that  it 
would  be  unjust  in  me  to  deprive  him  of  it."    The  duke  smiled  at  mj 
.answer ;  then  chan^ng  the  discourse,  asked  if  his  nephew  did  not  want 
money  for  his  adventure?  '* Pardon  me,''  said  I;  '^he  begs  you  will  send 
liim  a  thousand  pistoles." — ''Very  well,"  replied  the  minister,  ''carry  them 
4ohimi  bid  him  ^>are  nothin^^W  iq^piove  of  whatever  expense  the  jpiin^ 
•hall  propose," 
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VKirT  that  instatit  irith  fire  hnndred  doa- 
ble pistoles  to  the  Count  de  Lemos,  wh« 
told  me,  "  yoa  oonld  not  oome  in  bottar 
■eaaon.  I  hare  spoken  to  the  prince :  ba 
has  bit  et  the  hook,  and  bonis  with  imp^ 
tience  t«  see  C&talina.  This  very  night 
he  intends  to  dip  priratelj  out  c€  the 
palace  in  order  to  Tislt  her.  It  is  a  thing 
determined,  and  our  nuMures  are  takju 
Booordingly.  Infitrm  the  ladies  of  his 
reaolution,  and  give  them  that  mooey  whioh  you  hare  brought :  for  it  ii 
right  to  let  them  see  that  it  is  no  ordinary  lover  whom  they  are  to  receive ; 
besidee,  the  bounty  of  princes  ought  to  precede  their  intrigaes.  As  yon 
will  accompany  him,  together  with  me,"  added  he,  "  be  sure  of  being  at 
hJB  eouehit  this  eveniDg.  Tonr  coach  also  (for  I  thlDk  it  ia  proper  we 
^onld  nse  it)  must  wait  for  as  near  the  pal&oe  about  midaight." 

I  immediately  repaired  to  the  house,  bat  did  not  see  Cataltns,  who,  they 
told  me,  was  a-bed:  so  that  I  oould  only  speak  with  Signora  Uenoia,  to 
whom  I  aaid :  "  Madam,  pray  ezoose  me  for  appearing  in  your  house  by 
day ;  but  it  ia  not  in  my  power  to  do  otherwise,  for  I  must  give  yon  notiea 
that  the  prince  of  Spain  will  be  here  to  night;  and  here,"  added  I, 
putting  the  bag  of  money  in  her  hand,  "  is  an  ofEering  whioh  he  sends  to 
the  temple  of  Cythera,  to  render  the  divinity  of  the  plaoe  propitious.  To« 
see  I  have  not  engaged  you  in  a  bad  a&ir.'  — "  I  am  very  mach  obliged  to 
jou,"  she  replied;  "but  tell  me,  Signer  de  Sautillane,  doea  the  prinoe  love 
mttnof"^"He  levee  it,"  answered  ^  "to  distiaotiaiL ;  aothin(  can 
entertain  him  so  much  ai  a  fine  voioe,  aooompanied  by  a  lute  ddieately 
touched." 
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" S»  much  the  better !"  cried  8he  id  a  transport  of  joy ;  "you  give  me 
infinite  pleasure  in  telling  me  this;  for  my  niece  has  the  pipe  of  a  night- 
ingale, and  plays  upon  the  lute  to  admiration ;  she  hkewise  dances  perfectly 
well." — ''Heavens!"  cried  I  in  my  turn,  "what  perfections,  my  good 
aunt !  so  many  are  not  necessary  to  make  a  girl's  fortune :  one  of  these 
talents  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose." 

Having  thus  paved  the  way,  I  waited  for  the  hour  of  the  prince's  amchUf 
then  giving  orders  to  my  coachman,  I  rejoined  the  Count  de  Lemos,  who 
told  me  that  the  prince,  to  get  rid  of  his  company  the  sooner,  would  feign 
a  slight  indisposition,  and  even  go  to  bed,  the  better  to  persuade  them  of 
his  being  sick ;  but  that  he  would  rise  again  in  an  hour,  and,  by  a  back 
door,  gain  a  private  stair  that  led  into  the  court-yard. 

When  he  had  informed  me  of  what  they  had  concerted  together,  he 
posted  me  in  a  place  through  which  he  assured  me  they  would  pass ;  and 
there  I  danced  attendance  so  long,  that  I  began  to  think  our  gallant  had 
taken  another  road,  or  lost  his  desire  of  seeing  Catalina :  as  if  princes 
usually  drop  these  sort  of  whims  before  they  have  satisfied  them.  In  short, 
I  imagined  they  had  forgotten  me  altogether,  when  two  men  accosted  me^ 
whom,  having  discerned  to  be  those  I  expected,  I  conducted  to  my  coach, 
in  which  they  seated  themselves,  while  I  got  upon  the  coach-box  to  direct 
the  driver,  whom  I  ordered  to  stop  about  fifty  yards  from  the  house.  I 
then  handed  the  prince  and  his  companion  out  (^  the  coach,  and  we  walked 
towards  the  place  for  which  we  were  bound.  The  gate  opened  at  our 
approach,  and  shut  again  as  soon  as  we  got  in. 

At  first  we  found  ourselves  in  the  same  darkness  in  which  I  had  been 

introduced ;  though  by  way  of  distinction  there  was  a  small  lamp  fixed  on 

the  wall,  the  light  of  which  was  so  dim,  that  we  could  only  perceive  it, 

without  being  lighted  by  its  rays.     All  this  served  only  to  make  the 

adventure  more  agreeable  to  our  hero,  who  was  sensibly  struck  at  the  sight 

of  the  ladies,  who  received  him  in  a  haU,  where  the  lustre  of  a  great 

number  of  candles  made  amends  for  the  darkness  that  reigned  in  the  court. 

The  aunt  and  niece  were  in  a  gay  dishabille,  so  artfully  disposed,  that 

nobody  could  look  upon  them  with  impunity.     Our  prince  would  have  been 

very  well  satisfied  with  Signora  Menda,  if  there  had  been  no  other  for  him 

to  choose ;  but  the  charms  of  the  young  Catalina,  as  they  deserved,  had  the 

.preference.  "  Well,  my  prince»"  said  the  Count  de  Lemos,  '*  was  it  possible 

for  us  to  procure  your  highness  the  pleasure  of  seeing  two  ladies  more 

handsome  than  these?" — "I  am  ravished  with  them  both!"  replied  the 

prince,  "  and  I  shall  never  carry  off  my  heart  \  for  the  aunt  could  not  miss 

of  it,  if  it  were  possible  for  the  niece  to  fail." 

After  this  comptiment  so  agreeable  to  an  aunt,  he  said  a  thousand  fbnd 
67 
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ttiinga  to  CatalinB,  who  aosvered  with  great  wit  and  spirit  Aa  Ulom 
hoaoanble  people  who  perform  the  part  that  I  aoted  on  this  oooaoioii  an 
permittad  to  joio  in  the  oonverutioii  of  lovers,  provided  it  be  with  ths 
iDteation  of  adding  fuel  to  the  fire,  I  told  the  goUtuit,  that  hia  nTmph  wmg 
nd  placed  upon  the  lata  to  admiration.  He  was  overjoyed  to  hear  that 
■ha  waa  mistress  of  these  talents,  and  entreated  her  to  entertain  him  with  a 
apeoiman.  She  complied  with  a  good  graoe,  took  np  a  late  ready  toned, 
plajed  some  tender  alia,  and  sang  in  saoh  an  affecting  manner,  that  tha 
prinoe  dropped  down  at  her  Uet,  in  a  transport  of  love  and  pleasure.    Bat 


at  ni  finish  the  piotare,  and  only  obeerre  that  during  this  sweet  intoxioation, 
in  which  the  heir  of  the  Spanish  monaroby  was  plunged,  the  hours  stole 
away  like  minutes,  and  we  were  obliged  to  tear  him  from  that  dangerous 
house  beoauae  of  the  day's  approach.  We,  the  gentlemen  undertakers, 
carried  him  baok  to  his  apartment  with  great  despatch,  and  then  went  to 
onr  different  homes,  as  well  satisfied  in  having  fitted  him  with  a  ehe-adven- 
torer  as  if  he  hod  oonoloded  his  marriage  with  a  princess. 

Next  morning  I  reoonnted  this  adventure  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  who 
dcMred  to  be  informed  of  every  particular ;  and  jnet  as  I  had  finished  my 
sarratian,  the  Count  de  Lemos  came  in,  and  said,  "  The  Pricoe  of  Spain  is 
BO  muob  engrossed  by  Catalina,  and  has  oonoeived  such  a  passion  for  her, 
that  he  purposes  to  vlut  her  often,  and  attach  himself  to  her  alone.    He 


Gil.  BLAB.  9J9 

wanted  to  send  to  her  tbia  day  jewels  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
pistoles,  but  not  having  a  penny  in  his  purse,  he  applied  to  me.  *  My  dear 
Lemos,^  said  be,  'you  must  find  me  that  sum  immediately.  I  know  very 
well  that  I  incommode,  and  may  exhaust  you,  but  my  heart  retains  the  obliga- 
tion :  and  if  ever  I  find  myself  in  a  condition  to  exert  my  gratitude,  otherwise 
than  in  thought,  for  all  your  friendship,  you  shall  not  repent  having  laid  me 
under  an  obligation.' — *'My  prince,"  said  I,  leaving  him  that  instant,  '*I 
have  friends  and  credit,  and  will  employ  them  both  to  accommodate  you 
with  what  you  want.'  " 

*'  It  is  not  difficult  to  satisfy  his  demand,"  said  the  duke  to  his  nephew. 
'*  Santillane,  go  fetch  the  money :  or,  if  you  please,  he  will  purchase  the 
jewels,  for  he  is  a  perfect  connoisseur  in  stones,  especially  rubies.  Is  not 
this  true,  Gil  Blasf '  added  he,  looking  at  me  with  a  satirical  smile. 
*'Yonr  grace  is  very  severe,"  I  replied:  *'I  see  that  you  want  to  make 
monaieiur  the  count  merry  at  my  expense."  This  happened  accordingly. 
The  nephew  asked  what  mystery  there  was  in  his  words.  '*  Nothing," 
answered  the  duke,  laughing;  "only  Santillane  one  day  thought  proper  to 
exchange  a  diamond  for  a  ruby,  and  afterwards  foxmd  that  he  had  gained 
neither  honour  nor  profit  by  the  bargain. 

I  should  have  thought  myself  easily  quit,  if  the  minister  had  said  no 
more  of  the  matter ;  but  he  took  the  trouble  to  relate  the  trick  that  Camilla 
and  Don  Raphael  played  upon  me  in  the  hired  lodgings  and  to  enlarge 
particularly  on  those  drcumstances  which  chagrined  me  most.  His  excel- 
lency, after  having  enjoyed  his  joke,  ordered  me  to  accompany  the  Count 
de  Lemos,  who  carried  me  to  a  jeweller's  house,  where  he  chose  jewels^ 
which  we  showed  to  the  prince  for  his  approbation ;  and  which  being  after- 
wards entrusted  to  me,  in  order  to  be  presented  to  Catalina,  I  went  home 
for  two  thousand  pistoles  of  the  duke's  money,  with  which  I  paid  the 
merchant. 

It  is  a  question  not  to  be  asked,  if  I  wbs  kindly  received  next  night  by 
the  ladies,  when  I  exhibited  the  presents  of  my  embassy,  consisting  of  a 
handsome  ring  designed  for  the  aunt,  and  a  pair  of  ear-rings  for  the  niece. 
Charm^  vrith  these  marks  of  the  prince's  love  and  generosity,  they  began 
to  prattle  like  two  gossips,  and  thanked  me  for  having  procured  for  them 
such  a  valuable  acquaintance.  They  forgot  themselves  in  the  excess  of 
their  joy,  and  some  words  escaped  them,  which  made  me  suspect  that  I  had 
introduced  a  mere  gipsy  to  our  great  monarch's  ^n  ;  but  that  I  might  know 
precisely  whether  or  not  I  had  performed  this  fine  masterpiece,  I  went 
home,  resolved  to  come  to  an  explanation  with  Scipio. 
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t  I  entered  my  own  honsv,  I  hecH  a 

F||  great  DoiM ;  and  enquiring  into  the  uiue 

wat  told,  Soipio  that  erening  treated  half- 

a-dozan  of  hia  fHende,  who  anng  full  throat 

f  and  frequently  broke  ont  in  loud  fita  at 

laughter ;  >o  that  annredly    this  repaat 

y  oould  not  be  properly  styled  the  banqnet 

[  of  the  sevan  wite  men. 

The  master  of  the  feaat,  advertiaed  of  my 
'  arriral,  (aid  to  the  company,  "  QenUemea, 
it  ia  only  my  matter  oome  home ;  be  not 
dittorbed,  bnt  oontinne  your  mirth ;  I  will  go  and  apeak  two  worda  to 
faim,  and  njoin  you  in  a  twinkling."  So  suiying,  be  came  to  my  apartment 
"What  a  hubbub  ia  this!"  said  I,  "  whut  sort  of  people  are  tlioae  yon 
entertain  below?  are  theypoete?" — "No  Indeed,  sir,  if  yon  pleaae,"  be 
replied,  "it  were  pity  to  bestow  your  wine  on  suoh  company.  I  make  a 
better  use  of  it.  There  is  among  my  guests  a  Tory  rich  yonng  fellow,  who 
Tanta  for  his  money  an  employment  by  yoar  interest,  and  for  bim  alone  I 
give  thie  entertainment :  at  every  draught  he  drinks,  I  raise  the  gratifi- 
cation you  are  to  reoeiTe  ten  pistoles,  and  will  make  him  drink  tillHay,"^ 
"  If  that  be  the  case,"  I  replied,  "  go  back  to  thy  friends,  and  don't  span 
the  vine  in  myoellar." 

I  did  not  think  that  this  was  a  proper  season  to  talk  with  him  aboat 
Oatalina ;  bnt  next  morning  wh«t  I  got  up,  I  spoke  to  bim  in  thia  manner ! 
"  Friend  Etdpio,  thon  kuoweet  how  we  lire  together ;  I  treat  thee  more 
like  a  comrade  than  a  domestio  :  and  of  oonsequenoe  thon  wilt  be  to  blame 
in  deoeiTing  me  aa  a  master.     Let  us  then  lay  aside  all  reserre  with  one 


f 


OIL  BLA8.  527 

another*  I  will  tell  thee  something  that  will  siirpnse  thee,  and  thoa  shalt 
diaclose  to  me  Ihj  real  aentiments  of  these  two  women  with  whom  thoa 
hast  made  me  acqoainted.  Between  thee  and  me,*I  suspect  them  to  be 
two  artful  pnsses,  cunning  in  proportion  to  the  simplicity  which  they  affect. 
If  my  opinion  does  them  justice,  the  Prince  of  Spain  has  no  great  cause  to 
be  well  pleased  with  me ;  for  I  confess  it  was  fi>r  him  that  I  wanted  a 
ihistress.  I  accordingly  carried  him  to  Catalina*s  house,  and  he  is  become 
passionately  fond  of  her.'* — "  Signer/' answered  Scipio, '' I  am  too  well 
used  by  yon,  to  be  wanting  in  sincerity  to  my  master.  I  had  yesterday 
a  private  conTersation  with  the  maid  of  the  two  princesses,  andsherslatad 
their  history,  which  seemed  to  me  very  diverting.  You  shall  hear  it  in 
her  words. 

**  Catalina  is  daughter  to  a  poor  gentleman  of  Am^on ;  and  finding 
herself  at  the  age  of  fifteen  an  orphan,  as  handsome  as  poor,  listened  to  an 
old  commander,  who  conducted  her  to  Toledo,  where  he  died  in  sin  months 
after  having  served  as  a  parent  rather  than  a  husband  to  her.  She  secured 
his  fortune,  consisting  of  some  moveables,  and  three  hundred  pistoles  in 
ready  money,  then  joined  herself  to  Signers  Hencia,  who  was  still  in 
fashion,  though  already  on  the  wane.  These  two  fiiends  lived  together, 
and  began  to  behave  so  as  to  attract  the  notice  of  jnstioe ;  at  whioh  the 
ladies  being  disgusted,  hastily  abandoned  Toledo  through  vexation,  and 
settled  in  Madrid,  where  they  have  liv'ed  about  two  years,  without  visiting 
any  person  in  the  neighbourhoDd.  But  lie  bestciroumstanoe  of  the  story 
is  this— they  have  hired  two  small  houses,  separated  only  by  a  wall,  having 
in  the  cellar  a  stair  of  oommuniotion  from  the  one  to  the  other.  Signor 
Henoia  lives  with  a  young  maid-servant  in  one  of  these  hoiises,  and  the  com- 
mander's widow  possesses  the  other,  with  an  old  duenna  who  passes  for  her 
grandmother ;  so  that  our  Arragonian  is  sometimes  a  neice  brought  up  by 
her  aunt,  and  sometimes  a  pupil  under  the  wings  of  her  grandame.  When 
she  acts  the  niece,  she  is  called  Catalina ;  and  when  she  plays  the  grand- 
child, her  name  is  Sirens." 

At  the  name  of  Sirena  I  grew  pale ;  and  interrupting  ScipiOi  said, 
**  What  do  I  hear !  ales !  I  am  afraid  that  this  cursed  Arragonian  is  no 
other  than  the  mistress  of  Calderona." — ''  Truly/'  he  replied,  "  it  is  the 
same.  I  thought  this  piece  of  news  would  have  given  you  pleasure.*'-* 
«'  Thou  art  very  much  mistaken,"  answered  I,  ''  I  have  more  cause  to  be 
sorry  than  rejoiced  at  it ;  dost  thou  not  see  the  consequences  ?*'—-'*  No,  in 
futhy"  resumed  Scipio ;  **  what  mischief  can  it  produce  ?  you  are  not  sure 
that  Don  Bodrigo  will  ditcover  what  passes ;  and  if  you  are  afraid  of  his 
getting  information,  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  prepossess  the  minister  in 
your  favour,  by  telling  him  candidly  the  whole  a£Etdr.    He  will  see  your 
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Bincerity  ;  and  if  ttttr  thi*  Calderona  Bhonld  atUmpt  to  do  yen  ta  SI  offloa 
vith  his  exoellencj',  he  will  perceiTs  that  hii  sole  dengn  is  to  injure  yoa  out 
of  a  Bpirit  of  reTeDge." 

Sdpio,  by  this  diicoarae,  banished  mj  fear ;  and,  reaolviiig  to  follow  hit 
•drios,  I  infbnned  the  Duke  of  Lerma  of  the  discovery  1  had  made,  I  erea 
affroted  to  tell  it  with  a  melancholy  air,  in  order  to  pemiade  him  of  my 
being  mortified  fbr  having  innocently  inttxidaoed  Don  Itodrigo's  misbeaa  to 
the  prince.  But  the  minister,  br  from  pitying  his  hroorite,  laughed  at 
tbe  adTenture,  and  bid  me  go  on  in  my  old  way,  nying,  that  after  all,  it 
waa  gjoriona  fbr  Caldwona  to  love  the  same  lady  who  had  captivated  tb« 
Prince  of  Spain,  and  to  be  aa  well  redeved  by  her  aa  bin  bighoees.  I 
imparted  it  alao  to  the  Count  de  Lemoa,  who  awnred  me  of  his  prolectioa, 
in  case  the  firet  secretary  should  diaoorer  the  intrigue,  and  att«mpt  to  ruin 
me  with  hit  grace. 

Imagining  thatbythia  precaution  I  had  delivered  the  bark  of  my  fntuoe 
from  the  dangenns  shelvea  that  environed  it,  my  fear  vanished.  I  still 
eeoompamed  the  prince  to  the  house  of  Cstalina,  alias  the  fair  Sireaa,  who 
was  artful  enough  to  invent  stratagems  to  keep  Don  Bodrigo  (torn  her 
emtwaoei,  and  to  dt-fruud  him  of  those  nights  which  she  was  obliged  to 
bestow  on  his  illustrious  rival. 


^ 


^^^^^ 
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an.  BLAS   coKTivuB*  TO  icTT   THK   If  AH  'or  coiraK^xTEKCB ;   KiAia  rnira  n 

BIB     FAVILT,     WHICB     MAKES    BDI    lOfALL    IKPBUBIOII     UFOX    HIV,     AKB 
ftDASBIUS  WiXa   PABUOIDS. 


HATB  dready  obaerved,  that  in  the  morning 
myaote-ch amber  was  nsually  crowded  vlth 
people  who  came  to  make  piopo«ali ;  bat 
I  would  not  receire  them  nrj  com  ;  and 
according  to  the  onatom  at  conrt ;  or  nth«r 
with  a  view  of  exhibiting  mjr  own  import' 
aooe,  I  (aid  to  eaofa  aolicitor,  "  Oire  tn  « 
memorial."  I  was  so  much  used  to  this, 
that  one  day  I  answered  in  these  words  to 
mj  landlord,  who  came  to  pnt  me  in  miad 
of  a  year's  rent  being  doe.  As  fbr  my  butcher  and  baker,  they  saved  me  the 
trouble  of  atking  their  memorials,  which  they  always  puDotnally  delivered 
every  month.  Sdpio,  who  imitated  me  so  closely,  that  the  copy  might  be 
said  to  come  very  near  the  original,  behaved  in  the  same  manner  to  thoes 
who  applied  for  his  interest  with  me.  I  was  guilty  of  another  ridioolous 
piece  of  vanity,  which  I  don*t  intend  to  excuse.  I  was  foolish  enough  to 
talk  of  the  graadees,  as  if  I  had  been  a  man  in  their  sphere.  If,  for 
example,  I  hod  ocoasion  to  menti6n  the  Duke  of  Alva,  or  the  Dnke  of 
Hedina  Sidonio,  I  called  them  without  ceremony,  "Alva  and  Uedina 
fiidonia."  In  a  word,  I  beoune  so  vain  and  haughty,  that  I  was  no  longer 
iny  bther'a  son.  Alas !  poor  doenoa  and  usher,  I  did  not  so  much  as 
mquire  whether  you  were  happy  or  miB<:'Table  in  the  Astnrias !  I  did  not 
even  think  of  you  !  The  coort  is  like  the  river  Lethe  in  making  us  taigot 
out  parents  and  oar  friends,  when  they  are  under  misfortnnes. 

I  no  longer,  therefore,  remembered  my  femily,  when  one  morning  a 
young  man  cams  to  my  house,  and  desiring  to  speak  with  me  in  private. 
I  carried  him  into  my  closet,  where,  without  offering  him  a  chair,  because 
he  seemed  to  he  a  plebion,  I  asked   what  he  wasted  with  me  ?     "  How  ! 
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Signor  Gil  Bks^"  said  he»  don't  yoa  remember  me  V*  In  Tain  I  considered 
him  attentirelj  I  was  obliged  to  answer,  that  his  features  were  entirelT 
imknown.  **  I  am/'  he  replied,  "  one  of  jour  old  sdiool-fellows,  a  native 
of  Oriedo^  and  son  of  Bertrand  Moacada,  the  grocer,  your  nnde  th« 
canon's  neighbour.  I  remember  jon  Ytrj  well ;  we  have  played  together 
a  thousand  times  at  gaUina  ciega.*** 

**1  have,"  said  I  ''but  a  confused  idea  of  the  amusements  of  my 
infancy :  the  business  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  since  that  time,  has 
effaced  them  from  my  memory." — "I  am  come,"  he  resumed,  "to 
Madrid,  to  settle  accounts  with  my  father's  correspondent :  and  I  heard  it 
said  that  you  were  on  a  good  footing  at  court,  and  already  as  rich  as  a  Jew. 
I  congratulate  you  on  your  good  fortune ;  and  will,  at  my  return  into  the 
country,  overwhelm  your  family  with  joy,  by  telling  them  such  an  agreeable 
piece  of  news." 

I  could  not,  in  common  decency,  forbear  asking  ^i  what  situation  he  had 
lefl  my  father,  mother,  and  unde :  but  this  piece  of  duty  I  performed  so 
coldly,  that  the  grocer  had  no  great  reason  to  admire  the  force  of  blood. 
He  seemed  shocked  at  my  indifference  for  those  who  ought  to  have  been 
ao  dear  to  me ;  and  being  a  plain,  vulgar  young  fellow,  said  bluntly,  "  I 
thought  you  had  more  tenderness  and  sensibility  for  your  relations.  How 
coldly  do  you  inquire  into  their  circumstances  I  Know,  that  your  father  and 
mother  are  still  at  service :  and  the  good  canon  Gil  Peres,  burthened  witb 
old  age  and  infirmities,  draws  near  his  end.  People  ought  to  liave  some 
natural  affection ;  and  since  you  are  in  a  condition  to  assist  your  parents,  I 
advise  you  as  a  friend,  to  send  two  hundred  pistoles  yearly  for  their 
anpport :  by  which  means  you  will  make  their  life  easy  and  happy,  without 
any  inconvenience  to  yourself."  Instead  of  being  moved  by  the  picture 
which  he  drew  of  my  family,  I  was  disgusted  at  the  liberty  which  he  took 
in  advising  me  without  being  desired  so  to  do.  With  a  little  more  address^ 
perhaps,  he  might  have  persuaded  me ;  but  his  freedom  had  a  contrary 
effect.  He  perceived  my  displeasure  by  my  silence ;  and  continuing  his 
eihortation  with  more  malice  than  charity,  made  me  lose  my  patience 
entirely.  "Oh,  this  is  too  much!"  cried  I  in  a  passion;  "go,  Mr. 
Muscada,  and  meddle  with  your  own  concerns:  it  becomes  you  well, 
indeed,  to  prescribe  to  me :  I  know  my  duty,  on  this  occasion,  better  than 
you  can  teach  me."  So  saying,  I  pushed  the  grocer  out  of  my  closet,  and 
sent  him  back  to  sell  pepper  and  cloves  at  Oviedo.  What  he  said, 
however,  did  not  fail  of  having  some  effect :  I  reproached  myself  wiih 
being  an  unnatural  son,  and  was  melted  accordingly.  I  recalled  the  care 
they  had  taken  of  my  infancy  and  education ;  I  considered  the  duty  I  owed 

*  Blind  man's  buff. 
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to  mj  parents ;  and  my  reflections  were  attended  with  some  transports  of 
acknowledgement,  which,  however  came  to  nothing :  they  were  soon  stifled 
by  mj  ingratitude,  and  succeeded  by  profound  oblivion.  There  are  many 
parents  who  have  children  of  the  same  stamp. 

The  avarice  and  ambition  with  which  I  was  possessed  entirely  changed 
my  disposition.  I  lost  all  my  gaiety,  became  absent  and  thoughtful ;  in  a 
word,  a  miserable  animal.  Fabricio,  seeing  me  altogether  bent  on  sacri- 
ficing to  fortune,  and  very  much  detached  from  him,  came  but  seldom  to 
my  house,  where  one  day  he  could  not  help  saying,  '*  Truly,  Gil  Bias,  thou 
art  grown  out  of  my  knowledge ;  before  thy  coming  to  court,  thou  wast 
always  easy  and  tranquil ;  at  presentj  thou  art  incessantly  agitated  with 
project  after  project  to  enrich  thyself;  and  the  more  wealth  thou  hast  got 
the  more  thou  wouldst  amass.  Besides,  let  me  tell  thee,  thou  no  longer 
treatest  me  with  that  effusion  of  the  heart,  and  freedom  of  behaviour,  which 
are  the  soul  of  friendship :  on  the  contrary,  thou  wrappest  thyself  up,  and 
concealest  from  me  thy  secret  views  :  nay,  I  can  perceive  constraint  in  all 
thy  civihties  towards  me :  iu  short,  Gil  Bias  is  no  longer  the  same  Gil 
Bias  whom  I  formerly  knew." 

*'  You  joke,  sure,"  said  I,  with  an  air  of  indifference  ;  "I  can't  perceive 
any  change  in  myself.*' — '*  Thine  own  eyes  are  no  judges,"  answered  he ; 
*'  they  are  bewitched :  believe  me,  thy  metamorphosis  is  but  too  true. 
Speak  sincerely,  my  friend,  do  thou  and  I  live  together  as  formerly  ?  When 
I  used  to  knock  at  thy  door  in  the  morning,  thou  camest  in  person  to  open 
it,  very  often  half  asleep ;  and  I  entered  thy  chamber  without  ceremony. 
Now,  behold  the  difference !  Thou  art  attended  by  half  a  score  of  lacqueys. 
I  am  obliged  to  wait  in  thy  antechamber,  and  send  in  my  name  before  I 
can  speak  with  thee :  then,  how  am  I  received?  with  a  forced  politeness, 
and  an  air  of  importance :  so  that  my  visits  seem  tedious  and  tiresome.  Dost 
thou  think  such  a  reception  can  be  agreeable  to  one  who  has  lived  with  thee 
on  the  footing  of  a  comrade  ?  No  Santillane,  no  I  can't  put  up  with  it. 
Farewell.  Let  us  part  friends,  and  get  rid  of  one  another :  thou  of  one 
who  censures  thy  behaviour,  and  I,  of  a  rich  upstart  who  has  forgotten 
himself." 

I  felt  myself  more  irritated  than  reclaimed  by  his  reproaches,  and  let  him 
go,  without  making  the  least  effort  to  detain  him.  In  my  opinion,  at  that 
time,  the  friendship  of  a  poet  was  not  of  such  value,  as  that  I  should  be 
afflicted  at  the  loss  of  it.  I  found  abundance  of  consolation  in  the 
acquaintance  of  some  small  officers  of  the  king,  with  whom  of  late  I  was 
strictly  connected  by  a  similitude  of  disposition.  The  greatest  part  of  these 
new  companions  were  people,  who,  sprung  I  knew  not  whence,  had  arrived 
at  their  posts  merely  by  the  happy  influence  of  their  stars.     They  had 
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alrcBil;  mftde  tbeir  fortunes ;  and  the  wretcliei,  aaoribiiig  to  their  own 
merit  the  wealth  which  had  been  heaped  upon  them  by  the  boontj  of  the 
king,  Ibrgot  themaelveit  as  well  as  I  did.  We  looked  npon  onnelTea  m 
Terr  mpectable  peraonaget.  0  fbitnoe!  how  aro  thj  fbronra  naaaUy 
diipensed  ?  The  atoic  Epictetiu  was  cerEainly  in  the  right,  when  he  «am- 
pared  thee  to  a  young  lady  of  faahion,  who  proatitutea  herself  to  the 
embrace*  of  footmen. 


BOOK      IX. 


cha;pter  I. 


Ririo    iuviSES    siL    BL*8    TO    MiKitr;    PBOPossa    imb    dauquteb   op    a 

KICH      AND       SOIfD       SOLDaHTTH       FOB      HIS     WIFK  ;       Ifl«      BTKP8      WttlOH 
WKkK  TAEKX   IN  CONSSaOENCE  OF  THIS  ADTICK. 


MB  evening,  after  the  eompanj  vbioh  had 
I  tupped  with  me  wu  gone,  seeing  myetilf 
alone  vith  Scipio,  I  asked  what  be  hod 
done  that  day  i  "A.  masterpiece,"  he  re- 
plied :  "  I  intend  to  hare  you  married  to 
the  ODiy  daughter  of  a  goldsmith,  of  my 
acquaiutance." — "  The  daughterof  a  gold- 
smith ! ''  cried  I,  with  an  air  of  disdain  : 
"  hast  thou  lost  thy  senses  ?  How,  canst 
thon  propose  a  wife  from  the  city  f  One 
who  has  certain  merit,  and  is  on  a  sure  footing  at  oourt^  ought  to  entertain 
mon  elevating  riewB,  methinks." — "How,  sir?"  replied  Scipio,  "sore 
yon  are  not  ia  earnest ;  consider  that  the  male  alone  ennohles ;  and  be 
not  more  delicate  than  a  thousand  noblemen,  whose  names  I  con  mention. 
Bo  yon  know  that  the  heiress  in  question  is  worth  a  hundred  thousand 
ducats?  Is  not  ibis  a  fine  morsel  of  plate?  "  When  I  heard  him  talk  of 
such  a  round  sum,  I  became  more  tractable.  "  I  yield,"  said  I  to  my 
Mcrctwy ;  the  dowry  dtit^rmines  me ;  when  shall  1  touch  it  ? "— "  Softly, 
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sir/'  he  replied,  ''  a  little  patience :  I  must  first  oommunicate  the  proposal 
to  the  ftther,  and  obtain  his  consent." — ''Good  I"  said  I,  laughing  heartflj ; 
*'  are  you  still  thereabouts  ?  I  find  the  marriage  is  far  advanced.*' — **  Farther 
than  you  imagine/'  answered  he ;  "I  want  only  an  hour's  oonTersatioo 
with  the  goldsmith,  and  will  answer  fijr  his  consent.  But  before  we  pro- 
ceed, let  us  come  to  a  composition,  if  you  please.  Suppose  I  procure  for 
you  those  hundred  thousand  ducats,  how  many  will  hX\  to  my  share  ?'* 
— "Twenty  thousand,"  I  replied. — "  Heaven  be  praised  I"  said  he :  "I  limit 
the  acknowledgment  to  ten  thousand;  for  once  you  are  more  generous 
than  I.  To-morrow  I  will  set  this  negociation  on  foot,  and  you  may  depend 
upon  its  success :  otherwise,  I  am  but  an  ass."  In  effect,  two  days  after 
he  said,  "  I  have  spoken  to  Signor  Grabriel  Salero  the  goldsmith :  and  have 
extolled  your  credit  and  your  merit  so  much,  that  he  listened  to  the 
proposal  I  made,  of  accepting  you  for  a  son-in-law ;  and  you  shall  have 
his  daughter  with  a  hundred  thousand  ducats,  provided  you  can  make  it 
plainly  appear  that  you  are  in  favour  with  the  minister." — "If  that  be  the 
case,"  answered  I  to  Scipio,  "  I  shall  be  married  very  soon :  but  apn^pes^ 
hast  thou  seen  the  girl  ?  Is  she  handsome?" — "Not  so  handsome  as  the 
dowry,"  said  he ;  "  between  you  and  me,  this  rich  heiress  is  not  a  veiy 
beautiful  creature :  but,  luckily,  that  you  don't  mind." — "No,  faith,  my 
child!"  said  I,  "we  courtiers  only  marry  for  the  sake  of  marrying,  and 
look  for  beauty  no  where  but  in  tlie  wives  of  our  friends.  If  it  happens 
to  centre  in  our  own,  we  take  so  little  notice  of  it,  that  it  is  but  just  in 
them  to  punish  us  for  our  neglect." 

"  This  is  not  all,"  resumed  Scipio.  "  Signor  Gabriel  invites  you  to 
supper  to-night;  and  we  have  agreed  that  you  shall  not  talk  of  marriage. 
There  will  be  several  merchants  of  his  acquaintance  present  at  the  enter- 
tainment, where  yon  shall  appear  only  a  simple  guest :  and  to-morrow  he 
will  snp  with  you  in  the  same  manner.  By  this  you  may  see  that  he  wants 
to  study  your  temper,  before  he  proceeds ;  so  that  you  must  be  upon  your 
guard  before  him." — "Zooksl"  said  I,  with  an  air  of  confidence,  "let 
him  examine  me  as  narrowly  as  he  pleases ;  I  shall  lose  nothing  by  his 
scrutiny." 

All  this  was  punctually  executed ;  I  repaired  to  the  house  of  the  gold- 
smith, who  received  me  as  familiarly  as  if  we  had  already  visited  one 
another  several  times.  He  was  an  honest  citizen,  poHte  Kasta  porfUtr,* 
as  the  saying  is.  He  introduced  me  to  Signora  Eugenia  his  wife ;  and 
young  Gabriela  his  daughter,  to  whom  I  paid  abundance  of  compliments, 
without  infringing  the  treaty.  I  said  a  great  many  nothings^  in  ?ery 
specious  words,  according  to  the  custom  of  courtiers. 

*  ^Ten  to  obstiD«€y. 


Gabriels  (no  disparagement  to  my  secrotarjr)  appeared  not  at  M  diu- 
gmable ;  whether  on  account  of  her  being  richly  dressed,  or  that  I  looked 
upon  her  throngh  the  dowry,  I  know  not.  What  a  floe  honse  did  Sigaor 
Gabriel  poasef  s !  I  believe  there  was  more*  aitver  in  it  than  in  all  the 
Bunea  of  Peru;  that  metal  preaented  itself  to  the  new  in  all  oomero. 


under  a  thousand  different  shapes.  Errry  room  and  that  in  particular 
where  we  supped,  was  a  perfect  treasore  What  a  noble  spectacle  was 
this  for  the  eyes  of  a  son  in  law  '  The  old  man,  that  he  might  do  the 
greater  honour  to  hia  entertainment,  had  assembled  Sre  or  aa  moKhanta 
persona  equally  gniTe  and  tedious :  they  spoke  of  nothing  but  commerce ; 
and  their  discouise  might  have  been  called  a  conference  of  factora,  tuther 
than  the  conTersation  of  friends  at  supper. 

Next  night  I  treated  my  goIdRmith  in  my  turn ;  and  aa  it  "was  not  in  my 
power  to  dazzle  him  with  plate,  I  had  recourse  to  en  illusion  of  a  different 
kind.  I  invited  to  supper  those  of  my  friends  who  made  the  best  figure 
at  conrt,  and  whom  I  knew  to  be  ambitions  fellows,  who  set  no  bounds  to 
their  desires.  Theae  people  talked  of  nothing  but  pomp,  of  splendid  and 
lucratiTe  posts  to  which  they  aspired ;  and  thia  had  its  effect :  the  citiien 
Gabriel,  confounded  by  their  grand  ideas,  found  himself,  in  spite  of  hie 
wealth  a  mean  mortal  in  comparison  of  these  gentlemen.     For  my  own 
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paity  afieeting  the  man  of  moderation,  I  said  I  would  be  contented  wittt  a 
middling  fortune ;  twenty  thousand  ducats  a-jear,  or  so.  Upon  which, 
these  gpreedy  hunters  of  honour  and  riches  cried,  I  was  in  the  wrong ;  and 
that  a  man  who  (like  me)  was  beloved  by  the  prime  minister,  ought  not  to 
restrict  Idmself  to  such  a  trifle.  The  father-in-law  lost  not  a  syllable  of 
what  was  said,  and  I  thought  I  obserred  him  very  well  satisfied  when  be 
retired. 

Scipio  did  not  fail  to  risit  him  next  morning,  and  ask  if  he  was  pleased 
with  my  behanour :  '*  I  am  charmed  with  it !"  replied  the  citizen ;  ''the 
young  man  has  won  my  heart.  But  Signor  Scipio,"  added  he,  "  I  conjure 
you,  by  our  old  acquaintance  to  speak  sincerely.  We  have  aU  our  different 
foibles,  as  you  know;  tell  me  that  of  Signor  de  Santillane:  is  he  a 
gamester?  is  he  a  rake?  What  is  his  vicious  inclination?  Pray  don't 
conceal  it." — "  You  affront  me,  Signor  Gabriel,  by  asking  such  a  question," 
replied  the  mediator ;  '*  I  am  not  so  much  in  my  master's  interest  as  in 
yours.  If  he  had  any  bad  quality  capable  of  making  your  daughter 
unhf.ppy,  do  you  think  I  would  have  proposed  him  to  you  for  a  son-in-law  ? 
No,  faith,  I  am  too  much  your  humble  ser\'ant.  But  between  you  and 
me,  I  know  no  other  fault  in  him  but  that  of  having  no  fault.  He  is  too 
modest  for  a  young  man." — "  So  much  the  better,"  cried  the  goldsmith : 
"  I  am  glf>d  of  it.  Go,  friend,  assure  him  that  he  shall  have  my  daughter, 
whom  I  vvould  bestow  upon  him,  even  if  he  was  not  beloved  by  the 
minister." 

My  secretary  had  no  sooner  informed  me  of  this  conversation  than  I 
hasten  ?d  to  Salero's  house,  to  thank  him  for  his  condescension.  He  had 
already  declared  his  pleasure  to  his  wife  and  daughter,  who  gave  me  to 
understand,  by  their  behaviour  towards  me,  that  they  subnutted  to  hia 
will  without  reluctance.  I  carried  ray  father-in-law,  and  presented  him  to 
the  Duke  of  Lerma,  to  whom  I  had  imparted  the  aiffair  the  preceding 
evening.  His  excellency  received  him  very  courteously,  and  assured  him 
that  he  was  very  glad  he  had  chosen  for  a  son-in-law  a  man  for  whom  he 
had  so  much  regard,  and  whom  he  intended  to  advance.  He  then 
enlarged  upon  my  good  qualities,  and  in  short,  spoke  so  well  of  me,  that 
honest  Gabriel  thought  he  had  met  in  my  worship  one  of  the  best  matches 
in  Spain.  He  was  so  overjoyed,  that  the  tear  stood  in  his  eye:  he 
clasped  me  in  his  arms  at  parting;  and  said,  '<  My  son,  I  am  so  impatient 
to  see  you  Gabriela's  husband,  that  you  shall  be  married  in  eight  days  at 
fitfthest." 


CHAPTEK    II. 


eiL     BLA8,     BY     ACCIDENT,      BRMEMBERS     DON     ALPH0K80 
DOES   Bin   A    PltCB  OF  SXliTlOE  OUT   0¥    VAKITT. 


DE     LF.TTA,      AHD 


/ 


HE  order  of  my  history  requires  that  I 
should  leave  my  marriage  for  a  moment^  to 
recount  the  services  which  I  did  to  Don 
AlphoDso,  my  old  master,  whom  I  had 
entirely  forgotten  till  now,  and  I  remem- 
hered  him  on  this  occasion.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  city  of  Valencia  hecame  vacant* 
and  when  I  heard  this  piece  of  news,  I 
thought  of  Don  Alphonso  do  Levya.  I  re- 
flected that  this  employment  would  suit 
him   admirably   well ;    and,    not   so  much 


/through  friendship  as  ostentation,  resolved  to  ask  it  for  him ;  representing 


■r 


to  myself,  that  if  I  should  obtain  the  place,  it  would  do  me  infinite  honour. 
Addressing  myself,  therefore,  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  I  told  him  that  I  had 
been  steward  to  Don  Csisar  de  Levya  and  his  son ;  and  that  having  all  the 
reason  in  the  world  to  love  them,  I  took  the  liberty  to  beg  the  government 
of  Yalencia  for  either  the  one  or  the  other.  The  minister  answered, ''  With 
all  my  heart,  Gil  Bias  :  I  love  to  see  thee  grateful  and  generous.  Besides, 
I  esteem  the  family  thou  speakest  of:  the  Levyas,  have  been  always  good 
servants  to  the  king,  and  well  d(  serve  that  place.  Thou  mayest  dispose  of 
it  at  thy  own  pleasure :  I  give  it  thee  for  a  nuptial  present" 

Bavished  with  my  fuccess,  I  went  without  loss  of  time,  and  desired 
Galderona  to  make  out  letters  patent  for  'Don  Alphonso.  There  I  found  a 
great  number  of  people  attending  in  respectful  silence,  until  Bodrigo  should 
give  them  audience ;  and  pressing  through  the  crowd,  I  presented  myself 
at  the  door  of  his  closet,  which  was  immediately  opened,  and  displayed  a 
multitude  of  knights,  commanders,  and  other  people  of  consequence,  whom 
Galderona  heard  in  their  turns.  His  different  behaviour  to  difierent  people 
was  yery  remarkable:   he  received  some  with  a  slight  inclination  of  his 
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head  only :  otliers  he  honoured  with  a  bow»  and  conducted  them  to  his 
closet  door.  He  put  (to  use  the  expression)  different  shades  of  considera- 
tion in  the  civilities  he  showed.  On  one  hand,  I  perceived  some  cavahers, 
who,  shocked  at  the  little  regard  he  paid  to  them,  cursed  in  their  hearts  the 
necessity  that  compelled  them  to  cringe  to  such  a  fellow.  On  the  contrary, 
I  observed  others,  who  laughed  within  themselves  at  his  ridiculous  and  self- 
sufficient  deportment.  Though  I  made  all  these  fine  observations,  I  was 
not  capable  of  profiting  by  them ;  for  I  behaved  at  home  just  in  the  same 
manner,  and  little  minded  whether  my  haughty  carriage  was  blamed  or 
approved,  provided  it  commanded  respect. 

Don  Rodrigo  having,  by  chance  cast  his  eyes  upon  me,  hastily  quitted 
a  gentleman,  to  whom  he  was  speaking,  and  coming  up,  embraced  me  with 
demonstrations  of  friendship,  that  surprised  me  not  a  little.  "  Ah !  my 
dear  colleague,"  cried  he,  ''what  affair  procures  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  here  7  is  there  anything  in  which  I  can  serve  you  ?"  I  told  him  the 
cause  of  my  visit ;  aud  he  assured  me,  in  the  most  obliging  terms,  that 
what  I  wanted  should  be  done  by  the  same  hour  next  day.  He  did  not 
limit  his  politeness  to  this,  but  conducted  me  as  far  as  th^door  of  the  ante- 
chamber, whither  he  never  used  to  go,  except  with  grandees,  and  there 
embraced  me  anew. 

"What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  civility?'*  said  I  to  myself,  going  out, 
*' what  can  it  forbode  ?  Sure  Calderona  meditates  my  ruin.  Perhap^^he 
is  desirous  of  gaining  my  friendship ;  or  feeling  his  favour  on  the  declii)V 
cultivates  me  with  a  view  of  engaging  my  intercession  with  our  patron  in 
his  behalf."  I  did  not  know  which  of  these  conjectures  I  should  adopt. 
Next  day,  when  I  returned*  he  treated  me  in  the  same  manner,  loading  me 
with  civility  and  caresses.  True,  indeed,  he  bated  a  great  deal  of  that 
politeness,  in  his  reception  of  other  people  who  came  to  speak  with  hinu 
He  was  blunt  with  some,  cold  with  others,  and  disobliging  to  every  body. 
But  all  of  them  were  sufficiently  revenged,  by  an  adventure  which  happened, 
and  which  I  ought  not  to  pass  over  in  silence.  This  will  be  an  advice  to 
the  reader,  and  for  those  clerks  and  secretaries  who  shall  read  it. 

A  man  in  very  plain  dress,  and  who  did  not  at  all  appear  what  he  was, 
approached  Calderona,  and  spoke  to  him  of  a  certain  memorial,  which  he 
said  he  had  presented  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma.  Don  Rodrigo,  who  did  not 
even  look  at  the  cavalier,  said  to  him,  in  a  surly  tone,  *'  What  is  your  name^ 
friend?" — "I  was  called  Frandllo  in  my  infancy,"  replied  the  cavalier, 
very  cooly;  "since  that  time,  I  have  had  the  appellation  of  Don 
Frsmcisoo  de  Zuniga,*  and,  at  present,  my  name  is  the  Count  de  Pedroso." 
Cajderoma,  astonished  at  these  words,  and  finding  that  he  had  to  do  with  a 

*  Zuoiga,  one  of  the  most  andeat  fftinilies  of  CattUe. 
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man  of  the  first  quality,  endeayoured  to  ezcuBe  himself.     *'  Sigaor/'  said 

he  to  the  count,  "  T  bog  pardon,  if  not  knowing  you  " "  I  want  none 

of  thy  excuseR,*'  said  Francillo,  with  disdain  :  "I  despise  thy  apologies  as 
much  as  thy  inciviiity.  Know,  that  a  minister's  secretary  ought  to  receive 
all  sorts  of  people  with  good  manners.  Thou  mayest,  if  thou  wilt,  be  vain 
enough  to  look  upon  thyself  as  thy  master's  deputy ;  but  don't  forget  that 
thou  art  only  his  valet." 

Though  the  haughty  Bon  Eodrigo  was  very  much  mortified  at  this 
incident,  he  did  not  become  a  whit  more  affable.  For  my  part,  I  marked 
this  stroke,  and  resolved  to  take  care  how  I  behaved  to  people,  in  giving 
audience,  and  never  to  be  insolent  but  with  mutes.  -As  Don  Alphonso's 
patent  waa  expedited,  I  carried  it  away,  and  sent  it  by  an  express,  to  that 
young  nobleman,  with  a  letter  firom  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  in  which  his  excel- 
lency informed  him,  that  the  king  had  named  him  to  the  government  of 
Valencia.*  I  took  no  notice  of  the  share  I  had  in  this  nomination;  I 
would  not  even  write ;  pleasing  myself  with  the  hope  of  telling  him  by 
word  of  mouth,  and  of  surprising  him  agreeably,  when  he  should  come  to 
court,  to  take  the  oaths  for  his  employment. 


*  Valoneiii,  the  cautal  of  the  Province,  that  bears  the  same  name,  is  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Guadalquiver,  about  half  a  league  from  the  sea.  It  is  the  see  of  an 
anshbi^hop,  and  seat  of  an  university,  a  place  of  great  trade,  and  on  the  whole,  so 
agreeable  as  to  have  obtained  the  nama  of  Valencia  la  hermosi;  Valencia  the 
heautiftU.  This  country  was  formerly  in  possession  of  the  Moure,  from  whom  the 
city  was  taken,  about  the  end  of  the  eleventh  century,  by  the  famous  Buy  Dias, 
•urnamcd  the  Cid. 
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THB    OBUT 


B  trill  COW  retuni  to  my  fair  Oflbriels, 
wboin  1  was  to  marry  in  eightdays.  Botik 
partieBpreparedfortheceremony:  Salera 
bought  rich  clothes  fur  the  bride ;  and  I 
hired  a  ohambermaid,  a  page,  and  an  old 
squire,  for  her  attendants.  All  this  was 
ordered  by  Soipio,  who  waited  even  mora 
impoliently  tlian  1  fur  the  day  on  whieJt 
the  duwry  was  to  be  paid. 

On  the  eveniog  preceding  the  iny  bo 
nndt  deured,  I  nipped  at  the  house  of  my  father-in-law,  with  uncles, 
annti^  male  and  female  cousins,  and  played  the  part  of  a  hypocritical  xoi-in- 
]aw  to  great  perfection.  I  shewed  great  respect  to  the  goldsmith  and  his 
wife,  acted  the  pasuonate  lover  to  Gabricla,  and  behaTcd  very  raurteonsly 
to  tile  whole  fomily,  to  whose  flat  discourse  and  cit-like  obeerratioDa  I 
patiently  listened.  Accordingly,  at  the  price  of  my  patience,  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  please  all  the  relatione.  There  was  not  one  among  them 
who  did  not  seem  glad  of  my  alliance. 

The  repast  being  ended,  the  company  removed  into  a  great  hall,  where 
we  wfie  regaled  with  a  concert  of  vocal  and  instnimental  music,  whioh 
was  not  ill  executed,  although  thoy  had  not  chosen  the  best  performers  in 
Uadrid.  Several  gay  airs,  with  which  our  ears  were  agreeably  entertained, 
pQt  ua  sU  in  auoh  good  humour,  that  we  began  to  form  country  dances- 
God  knows  how  we  performed,  since  T  was  taken  for  a  disciple  of  Terp- 
eiobore ;  though  I  had  no  other  principles  of  that  art,  than  two  or  three 
lessons  which  I  received  from  a  coxcomb  of  a  dancing -master  who  came 
to  teach  the  pages,  when  I  lived  with  the  Uarchioness  of  Chares.  After 
we  had  inifficiently  diverted  ourselves,  it  being  time  for  each  to  think  of 
retiring,  I  was  very  prodigal  of  my  hugs  and  bows.  "  Adieu  my  son," 
saidSalero,  embracing  me,  "I  will  wait  on  you  to-morrow  momihg  with 


the  dowry  in  good  gold." — "  Mj-  dear  father,"  I  replied,  "yon  BhaQ  be 
Tery  weloome."  Tt^  wishing  the  family  good  night,  I  got  into  the  ooooh 
that  waited  for  me  at  the  gate,  and  drove  homewarda. 

I  wu  scarce  two  hundred  poosB  from  Signor  Gabriel's  house,  when 
fifteen  or  twenty  men,  some  on  horaebaok,  othen  a-foot,  armed  with 
swords  and  carbines,  surrounded  the  ooach  and  stopped  it,  crying,  "  In 
the  kingi's  name  !  "  They  made  me  come  out  in  a  hurry,  and  threw  me 
into  a  post-chaise,  wbere  the  chief  of  these  oaraliers  mounting  along  with 
me,  bid  the  driver  proceed  for  Segovia.     I  soon  guessed  that  my  fillow- 


traTeller  nras  an  honest  nlguazil,  whom  I  questioned  about  the  cause  of  my 
imprisonment.  But  he  answered  in  the  usual  tone  of  those  gi^nth-men, 
that  is,  in  a  brutal  manner,  that  he  was  not  obliged  to  tell  me  anything  of 
the  matter.  I  observed  that  perhaps  he  might  bo  mistuken  in  the  man. 
"  No,  no,"  said  he,  "  I  know  my  business  better.  You  are  Signor  de 
Suntillaue,  and  I  liave  orders  to  conduct  you  to  the  place  for  which  we 
are  bound."  Having  nothing  to  reply,  I  resolved  to  hold  my  tongue.  Wo 
travelled  all  the  rest  of  the  night,  along  Mancnrene^,  in  profound  silence ; 
changed  horses  at  Colmenar,  und  arrived  in  the  cvcLiiig  ut  Segovia,  where 
1  wuB  focked  up  in  the  lower. 
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*f^-^j  '"~^S^ — ^  -"""^V  ^*'  begun  with  piilting  me  into  a  dungeon, 
f^.^^  ^  ^U-~^  where  I  was  left  upon  strair,  like  a  malrfic' 
''  -~^  '  ^  tor  worthy  of  death.  Here  I  pnmed  the 
b^  night,  not  in  deploring  my  conditioD,  for,  as 
ret,  I  bad  not  pcreeired  the  wh<^  of  mj 
\  y  misfortane,  bat  in  taaWng  my  remembranoe 
J  ^  to  find  out  the  cause  of  my  irapriaonnient 
^  •P'  I  did  not  doubt  that  it  wae  the  work  of 
^X/  Calderona  ;  Dererthclew  though  I  anspeoted 
— ="--^^  that  he  had  diHorered  the  whole,  I  couLd 
not  conoeiTe  hoir  he  had  prevailed  npon  the  Duke  of  Lerma  to  truat  me  lo 
cruelly.  Sometimei  I  imagined  that  I  had  been  arreeted  without  the 
knowledge  of  hia  excellency ;  and  sonietirneB  I  thought  that  he  himself 
was  the  oaaie  of  my  misfartunee,  fur  some  political  reasona  that  often 
iodnoe  miniaten  to  use  their  fuTouritea  in  this  manner. 

I  was  strongly  agitated  by  these  different  conjeotnres,  when  the  light  of 
day  penetratiDg  through  a  little  grate,  presented  to  my  view  the  horror 
of  the  place  in  which  I  wai.  I  then  grteTod  without  moderation,  and  my 
eyes  became  two  aourcea  of  tears,  which  the  remembrance  of  my  prosperity 
rendered  inexhauBtible.  While  I  abandoned  myself  to  my  sorrow,  a 
tnmkey  came  into  my  dungeon,  with  a  loaf  and  a  pitoher  of  water,  for  the 
day's  allowanoe.  He  looked  at  me,  and  observing  that  my  iaaa  was  bndted 
in  tears,  gaoler  as  he  was,  f<^lt  an  emotion  of  pity,  "  Signer  prisoner," 
said  he,  "  don't  despair,  Tou  must  not  be  eo  sensible  of  the  vicissitudes 
of  life;  you  are  young  and  will  see  better  days.  Meanwhile,  eat  the 
king's  allowanoe  with  a  good  grace." 

My  comforter  went  out  when  he  had  pronounced  these  words,  to  which 
I  made  no  answer,  but  by  groans  and  lamentations.     I  spent  the  whole 


>, 


I     , 


I     ' 


r    .:  T 


*  ,     * 


.1 


r  • 


L  BLAS  IN  THB  TOWBK  Of  BfiCOVIA. 


GIL   BLA8.  545 

day  in  cursiiig  my  hie,  without  thinking  of  doing  honoor  to  mjpnmsion, 
wliich  to  me,  in  my  present  situation,  seemed  not  so  much  a  present  of 
the  king*s  bounty  as  the  effect  of  his  rage;  since  it  served  rather  to 
prolong  than  assuage  the  pains  of  the  unhappy. 

Night,  in  the  meantime  arrived,  and  immediately  a  great  noise  of 
keys  attracted  my  attention.  The  door  of  the  dungeon  opened,  and  a 
moment  after,  a  man  entering  with  a  candle  in  his  hand,  approached  me^ 
saying,  "  Signor  Gil  Bias,  behold  one  of  your  old  friends,  I  am  that 
Don  Andrea  de  Tordesillas,  who  lived  with  you  at  Grenada,  and  was 
gentleman  to  the  archbishop,  while  you  was  in  favour  with  that  prelate. 
You  desired  him,  if  you  remember,  to  employ  his  credit  in  my  behalf; 
and  by  his  interest,  I  was  named  for  an  employment  in  Mexico;  but, 
instead  of  embarking  for  the  Indies,  I  stopped  in  the  city  of  Alicant, 
where  I  married  the  daughter  of  him  who  commanded  the  castle  ;  and  by 
a  train  of  adventures  which  I  shall  recount  to  you  by-and-by,  I  am  now 
become  keeper  of  the  tower  of  Segovia.  I  have  express  orders  to  keep 
you  from  the  speech  of  every  living  soul,  to  make  you  lie  upon  straw,  and 
live  upon  bread  and  water  only.  But  I  have  too  much  humanity  not  to 
pity  your  misfortunes :  besides,  you  have  done  me  service ;  and  my 
gratitude  prevaOs  over  the  orders  which  I  have  received.  Far  from  being 
the  instrument  of  that  cruelty  which  they  would  exercise  upon  you,  I 
intend  to  soflen  the  rigour  of  your  fate.     Get  up  and  follow  me." 

Although  Mr.  Keeper  well  deserved  my  thanks,  my  understanding  was 
so  much  disturbed,  that  I  could  not  answer  one  word.  I  did  not  fail* 
however,  to  follow  him  through  a  court,  and  up  a  narrow  stair  to  a  small 
room,  quite  a-top  of  the  tower.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised,  when  I 
entered  this  chamber,  to  see  two  lights  burning  in  brazen  candlesticks, 
and  two  handsome  covers  on  a  table.  **  The  victuals  will  be  presently 
brought,'*  said  Tordesillas,  "and  we  will  sup  here  together.  I  have 
destined  this  retreat  for  your  lodging,  where  you  will  live  much  more 
comfortable  than  in  your  dungeon.  You  will  see  from  your  window,  the 
flowery  banks  of  the  Erema,  and  the  delightful  valley  which  extends  from 
the  feet  of  the  mountains  that  separate  the  two  Castiles  as  far  as  Coca.  I 
know  that  at  first  you  will  not  be  very  sensible  of  such  a  fine  prospect ; 
but  when  the  violence  of  your  grief  shall  be  mellowed  by  time^  into  a  soft 
melancholy,  you  will  take  pleasure  in  making  an  excursion  with  your  eyes 
over  such  agreeable  objects.  Besides,  you  may  be  assured  of  being  well 
provided  in  linen,  and  other  necessaries  befitting  a  gentleman  of  delicacy 
and  taste.  Moreover,  you  shall  have  a  good  bed,  comfortable  diet,  and  be 
furnished  with  as  many  books  as  you  choose  to  read.  In  a  word,  you 
shall  be  as  well  treated  as  a  prisoner  can  be." 


ft44  BOOK   IX.— CHAP.    IV. 

Finding  myself  a  little  eased  by  sucb  obliging  offers,  I  took  conrage^ 
gave  my  gaoler  a  thousand  thanks,  told  him  that  he  recalled  me  to  life  by 
his  generous  behaTiour,  and  that  I  wished  I  might  ever  again  have  an  op- 
portunity of  shewing  my  gratitude.  **  And  why  not  have  an  opportunity  V* 
he  replied,  '*  do  yon  think  you  have  lost  your  liberty  for  ever?  Ton  are 
mistaken ;  and  I  dare  assure  you  that  you  will  be  quit  for  a  few  months 
of  imprisonment*' — "What  say  you,  Signor  Don  Andrea,"  cried  I,  "it 
seems  then  you  know  the  cause  of  my  misfortune." — "I  confess,"  said 
he,  "  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  affair.  The  alguazil,  who  brought  you 
hither,  imparted  the  secret  to  me ;  and  I  shall  now  reveal  it. 

"  He  told  me  that  the  king,  being  informed  of  your  having,  in  concert 
with  the  Count  de  Lemos,  carried  the  Prince  of  Spain  to  the  house  of  a 
suspected  lady,  had,  to  punish  you  both,  exiled  the  count,  and  sent  you  to 
the  tower  of  Segovia,  to  be  treated  with  all  the  rigour  which  you  have 
experienced  since  your  arrival." — *•  And  how,"  said  I,  "did  this  affair  com% 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  king?  it  is  that  circumstance,  in  particular,  of 
which  I  wish  to  be  informed." — "And  that  circumstance,"  he  replied,  "is 
what  I  could  not  learn  from  the  alguazil,  who,  in  all  likelihood,  is  himself 
ignorant  of  the  matter." 

Here  our  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  several  valets, 
who  brought  up  supper.  They  put  upon  the  table  some  bread,  two  cups, 
two  bottles,  and  three  large  dishes,  in  one  of  which  there  was  a  ragout  of 
hare,  with  plenty  of  onions,  oil,  and  saffron ;  an  olla  podrida*  in  another ; 
and  the  third  contained  a  turkey-powt  on  a  marmalade  of  berengena.-f* 
When  Tordesillas  saw  that  we  had  everything  we  wanted,  he  sent  away 
his  servants,  not  caring  that  they  should  overhear  our  discourse;  and 
having  locked  the  door,  we  sat  down  at  table,  opposite  to  one  another. 
" Let  us  begin,"  said  he,  "with  what  is  most  needful.  You  must  have  a 
good  appetite,  af\er  a  fast  of  two  days."  So  saying,  he  loaded  my  plate 
with  victuals,  imagining  that  he  served  one  half  starved :  and  really  he 
had  reason  to  think  I  would  stuff  myself  with  his  ragouts.  Nevertheless,  I 
balked  his  expectation ;  and  how  much  soever  my  condition  required  food, 
I  could  not  swallow  a  morsel ;  so  much  did  I  take  to  heart  my  present 
situation.  To  dispel  the  cruel  images  which  incessantly  afflicted  me,  my 
keeper  in  vain  exhorted  me  to  drink,  by  extolling  the  excellence  of  his  wine. 
Had  he  given  me  nectar,  I  should  have  drank  it  without  pleasure,  at  that 
time.     He  perceived  my  chagrin,  and  changing  his   battery,  began  to 

*  Olla  podrida,  a  dUh  composed  of  all  aorta  of  food. 

t  Beiengena,  a  kind  of  fruit  growing  like  n  cucumber,  and  eaten  like  Frenck 
beans,  with  mutton,  Slc. 


recount,  in  a  pleasant  manner,  the  history  of  hia  ovn  marriage.  But  I 
heard  his  narration  with  sDch  abecnce  of  thought,  that  when  it  was  ended 
I  could  not  have  re^ieated  one  word  of  what  he  said.  He  couciuded  that 
he  undertook  too  much  in  attetnpting  to  dirert  tnj  sorrow  that  eTsning ; 
and  when  supper  was  over,  got  up,  eayiug,  "  Signor  de  Santillane,  I  will 
leave  yon  to  your  repose,  or  rather,  to  muse  at  leiaore  upon  your  misfortune. 
But,  I  repeat  it  again,  it  will  not  be  of  long  durataoo :  the  king  is  naturally 
good  :  when  hia  wrath  subudes,  and  he  shall  refluot  npon  the  deplorable 
situation  in  which  he  helieres  you  to  be,  he  will  thiak  you  suffloiently 
punished."  So  saying,  Mr.  Keeper  went  down  stairs,  and  sent  up  his 
•errants  to  nnoover  the  table.  They  carried  off  everything,  even  to  the 
candlt'S,  and  I  went  to  bed  by  the  melancholy  light  of  a  lamp  that  was 
fixed  to  the  walL 


■PUTT  two  houn  at  leaat  in  reflecUng  apoa 
what  TordtBillsB  had  told  me.  "  I  am  ood- 
fined  here  then,"  «aid  I  to  myself,  "for 
haviDg  contributed  to  the  pleasure  of  tha 
heir  apparent.  How  imprudent  tbb  I,  in 
doing  wrrioea  of  that  kind,  to  bo  young  « 
prince ;  for  hia  tender  jeare  alone  make  ms 
gnilty.  Had  he  been  of  a  more  adraoced 
age,  the  king  would,  perfaapa,  hare  laughed 
!^  at  that  which  now  incenses  him  so  much. 
But  who  can  huve  given  auoh  a  piece  of  information  to  that  monarch, 
without  fearing  tbe  resentment  of  the  prince,  or  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma, 
who  will  doubtless  icTenge  his  ncphow  the  Couot  de  Lemoa ;  how  then  has 
the  king  disoorered  it  ?  that  I  cannot  comprohi^od. " 

Hither  my  doubts  alwajs  returnod.  The  idea,  howerur,  that  aiDicted 
me  most,  that  drove  me  to  despair,  and  from  which  my  mind  could  not 
deUch  itself  was  the  pillage  to  which  I  concluded  my  effects  had  been 
abandoned.  "  My  strong  box !"  eiied  I,  "  my  dear  riches !  what  has 
become  of  yon  ?  into  whose  hands  are  yon  titUen  f  alas,  I  have  lost  yoa, 
even  in  less  time  than  that  in  which  you  were  amassed  ! "  I  painted  to 
mj'self  the  disorder  that  mnst  then  reign  in  my  house ;  and  on  that  sabject, 
made  reflectionii,  every  one  more  melancholy  than  another.  The  oonfbnoo 
of  so  many  different  thoughts  threw  me  into  an  oppreBsion  that  became 
favourable ;  and  sleep,  which  had  avoided  me  the  preceding  night,  shed 
his  influence  over  my  senses.  To  this,  the  goodness  of  tbe  bed,  the  btigae 
which  I  had  undergone,  as  well  as  tbe  vapours  of  the  victuals  and  wine, 
contributed.  I  enjoyed  a  profound  sleep,  and  probably,  the  day  woald 
have  surprised  mo  in  this  condition,  had  I  not  been  wakod,  all  of  a  sudden 


by  a  noise  pretty  extraordinttry  for  a  priBon.  I  heard  tlie  BOnnd  oF  a  guitar, 
accompanied  wltb  a  man'a  voice,  I  listened  with  attention,  aud  hearing 
no  more,  believed  it  was  a  dream  ;  but,  in  a  moment,  my  ear  was  struck 
again  with  the  sound  of  tiie  instrumeat,  and  Hie  same  voice,  which  song 
the  following  verses : 

Aj  de  vaj  I  nn  anno  felJM 

Parecean  x^doUeeroi 

Pcrd  fin  dicba  on  instaiite 

Es  na  tiglo  de  tomieiiio.* 
Hy  sorrow  was  increased  by  this  coui^et,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
made  on  purpose  for  me.  "  I  have  but  too  well  experienced  the  truth  of 
these  words,"  said  I ;  '*  mtlhinks  the  season  of  my  prosperity  passed  away 
very  soon,  and  that  I  have  been  already  a  whole  age  in  prison."  t 
relapsed  into  a  terrible  reverie,  and  began  again  to  deplore  my  fate,  as  if 
I  had  taken  pleasure  in  the  task.  My  lamentations,  however,  ended  with 
the  night :  and  the  first  rayi  nf  the  snn,  with  which  my  chamber  was 
enlightened,  a  little  calmed  my  disquiet.  I  got  up  to  air  my  room,  by 
(^ening  the  window,  and  surveyed  the  country  of  which  I  remembered 


Mr.  Keeper  had  given  auch  a  fine  description.  But  I  could  find  nothing 
to  justiiy  what  he  had  said  ;  the  Srema,  which  I  imagined  was  at  least 
equal  to  the  Tagus,  appeared  to  be  no  more  than  a  rivulet,  its  flowery 
banks  were  bedecked  with  the  nettle  and  thistle  only,  and  the  pretended 
delightful  valley  presented  nothing  to  my  view,  but  lands  fi)r  the  most  part 
barren  and  uncultivated.     Probably  I  was  not  yet  arrived  at  that  sweet 
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melancholy,  which  afterwards  made  things  appear  otherwise  thaa  I  beheld 
at  that  time. 

I  began  to  put  on  my  clothes,  and  was  already  half  dressed*  when 
Tordesillas  came  in,  followed  by  an  old  woman-servant,  who  bron^t  ahiita 
and  towels  for  my  use.  **  Signor  Gil  Bias,'*  said  he^  **  here  is  linen  :< 
don't  be  frugal  of  it ;  for  I  shall  take  care  to  let  you  have  as  much  as  yon 
can  use.  Well,"  added  he,  "  how  did  you  pass  the  night?  were  youi 
sorrows  suspended  for  a  few  moments  by  deep?** — **  I  should  hsTe  aleps 
perhaps  till  now,'*  answered  I,  ''had  I  not  been  awaked  by  a  Toice,  aooom- 
paniedby  a  guitar."— "The  caTilier  who  has  disturbed  your  repose"  ssid 
he,  "is  a  state  prisoner,  whose  chamber  is  contiguous  to  yours.  He  k  a 
kni§^t  of  the  military  order  of  Calatnn^  and  has  a Teryanuable  character; 
his  name  is  Don  Gaston  de  Cogdlos.  Ton  m«y  if  you  please  visit  and 
eat  with  one  another.  Ton  will  find  a  mutual  consolation  in  eadi  odic/s 
acquaintance,  which  will  be  veiy  agreeable  to  both." 

I  assured  Don  Andres,  that  I  waa  eoctremely  sensible  of  his  kindness  in 
permitting  me  to  unite  my  grief  wkh  that  of  the  cavalier:  and  as  I  es- 
pressed  some  impatience  to  be  acquainted  with  that  companion  in  misfor: 
iime^  our  obliging  keeper  procured  me  the  pleasure  that  yery  day :  and 
earned  me  to  dimier  with  Don  Gaston,  who  surprised  me  with  his  beauty 
and  fine  shape.  Tou  may  judge  what  he  must  be,  to  mske  such  a  strong 
impression  upon  eyes  accustomed  to  behold  the  most  »hming  youth  at 
court.  Imagine  to  yourself  a  man  made  for  love,  one  of  those  heroes  ol 
romance,  who,  by  showing  themselves  only,  could  rob  princesses  of  tbdr 
rest.  Add  to  this,  that  nature,  which  usually  deals  out  her  gifts  sparingly, 
had  endued  Cogollos  with  a  great  deal  of  understanding  and  valour ;  so 
that  he  vras  a  perfect  cavalier. 

If  I  was  charmed  by  this  knight,  I  had  also  the  good  fortune  to  be 
agreeable  to  him.  He  no  more  sung  in  the  night  for  fear  of  incommoding 
roe,  notwithstanding  my  entreaties  that  he  would  not  constrain  himself 
on  my  account.  An  intimacy  is  soon  contracted  between  two  persona 
oppressed  by  misfortune.  A  tender  friendship  vras  the  immediate  con- 
sequence of  our  acquaintance,  and  became  stronger  and  stronger  every 
day.  The  liberty  we  enjoyed  of  conversing  together  wh^n  we  pleased, 
was  veiy  useful  to  us  both ;  since  by  our  discourse  we  aided  ons  another 
reciprocally,  to  bear  our  misfortunes  with  patience. 

One  afternoon  entering  his  room,  just  as  he  was  going  to  play  on  his 
guitar,  that  I  might  hear  him  the  more  conveniently,  I  sat  down  on  the 
stool,  which  was  all  the  seat  he  had :  and  he,  placing  himself  at  the  foot  of 
the  bed,  played  a  very  moving  air ;  and  sung  vrc»ds  to  it,  wfaidi  expressed 
the  despair  to  which  the  cruelty  of  a  lady  reduced  her  lover.     When  he 


had  done,  I  said  to  him  with  a  smile,  **  Signor  Knight,  these  ai«  words 
which  you  weie  never  obliged  to  employ  in  your  amours;  you  are  too  well 
qualified  to  find  the  wumen  cruel." — You  hare  too  good  an  opinion  of 


me,"  he  replied ,  "  T  composed,  in  my  own  behalf,  the  verses  which  you 
have  heard,  to  soften  a  heait  which  I  believed  harder  than  a  diamond,  and 
move  to  compassion  a  lady  who  treated  me  with  extreme  rigour.  I  must 
entertain  you  with  tbat  story,  by  which  you  will  also  learn  the  cause  of 
my  misfortune." 


g: 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

:    ■IBTORT    or    DOM    OASTOH    COOOLLOa,    AMD    DOSHA    HILXKA    VB 


sour  four  jean  ago,  I  set  ont  from  Hndrid 
for  Coiia,  to  visit  Donna  HeaDora  de  Laxa- 
lilla,  my  aunt,  one  of  the  richest  widows  in 
dd  Castile,  wbose  hrir  I  am.  I  was  no 
sooner  arriTed  at  faer  house,  than  lore  began 
to  inTttde  my  repose.  The  windows  of  my 
apartment  Taced  the  lattice  of  a  lady,  who 
Eved  opposite  to  my  aont's  bouse  ;  and  I 
could  easily  perceive  her,  by  tbe  assistance 
of  the  wid^o^ber  grates,  and  the  narrow- 
aesi  of  the  street.  1  did  not  neglect  the  opportunity ;  and  fomid  my 
neighbour  so  handsome  that  I  was  enchanted  at  once.  I  expressed  my 
passion  so  plainly,  by  my  eyes,  that  she  could  not  be  mistaken.  She  per- 
ceived it  accordingly;  but  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  pride  herself  in  her 
obserration,  and  still  less  to  answer  my  coquetries. 

I  made  inquiries  about  this  dangerous  person,  who  captivated  hearts  so 
suddenly  ;  and  learned  that  her  name  was  Donna  Helena ;  that  she  was 
the  only  daughter  of  Don  George  de  Galisteo,  who  possessed  a  rich  manor 
a  few  leagues  from'Coria;  that  many  matches  had  been  in  her  ofler;  but 
her  father  rejected  them  all,  because  he  was  resolved  to  give  her  in  marriage 
to  his  nephew  Don  Augustin  de  OllgheTa  ;  who,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
tbe  privilege  of  seeing  and  conversing  with  bis  cousia  erery  day.  I  waa 
not  discouraged  by  this  piece  of  information:  cm  the  contrary,  it  inflamed 
my  passion:  and  the  proud  pleasure  of  supplanting  a  beloved  rival  excited 
me,  perhaps  even  more  than  my  love,  to  pursue  my  point.  I  continued 
then  to  address  Helena  with  the  most  pasaionate  looks:  I  supplicated  her 
maid  Felicia  in  the  same  language,  in  order  to  implore  her  assistance.  I 
e\en  talked  on  myfingers.  But  these  gallantries  were  of  no  use.   I  made 
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as  littk  impression  on  the  maid  as  on  her  mistress :  they  seemed  equally 
cruel  and  inaccessible. 

Since  they  refused  to  answer  the  language  of  my  eyes,  I  had  recourse 
to  other  interpreters ;  and  set  people  to  work,  to  discover  what  acquaintances 
Felicia  had  in  town.  They  got  notice  that  an  old  gentlewoman,  called 
Theodora,  was  her  best  friend,  and  they  often  visited  one  another.  Oyer* 
joyed  at  this  discovery,  I  went  to  Theodora  in  person,  and  by  presents 
engaged  her  in  my  interest.  She  espoused  my  cause,  promised  to  pro- 
cure tor  me  a  private  ccmversation  with  her  friend,  at  her  house,  and  kepi 
her  promise  the  very  next  day.  *'  I  am  no  longer  unhappy,"  said  I  to 
Felicia,  "since  my  misfortunes  have  excited  your  compassion.  How 
much  am  I  indebted  to  your  friend,  for  having  prevailed  upon  you  to 
grant  me  the  satisfaction  of  an  interview  T* — "Signor,"  answered  she 
'* Theodora  can  do  anything  with  me:  she  has  engaged  me  in  your 
behalf;  and  if  it  be  in  my  power  to  make  you  happy,  you  shall  soon  enjoy 
your  wish ;  but  with  all  my  good  will,  I  don't  know  that  I  can  give  you 
much  assistance :  for,  not  to  flatter  you,  you  have  never  formed  a  more 
difficult  enterprise.  You  are  in  love  with  a  lady,  who  is  prepossessed  in 
favour  of  another  cavalier :  and  what  sort  of  a  lady  I  one  so  Mi  of  pride 
and  dissimulation,  that  if,  by  dint  of  perseverance  and  assiduity,  you 
should  succeed  so  fiur  as  to  cost  her  some  sighs,  don*t  imaghie  that  her 
pride  will  giye  you  the  pleasure  of  hearing  them.''^"Ah!  my  dear 
Feliciar*  cried  I,  in  a  transport  of  grief,  "why  do  you  describe  the 
obstacles  which  1  have  to  surmount!  I  am  assassinated  by  your  informa- 
tion; deceive  me  rather  than  drive  me  to  despair  !'*  So  sayings  I  took 
one  of  her  hands,  and  pressing  it  in  mine^  put  upon  her  finger  a  diamond 
worth  three  hundred  pistoles,  accompanied  with  such  moving  expressions 
aa  brought  the  tears  into  her  eyes. 

She  was  too  much  affected  by  my  discourse,  and  too  well  satisfied  with 
my  behaviour,  to  leave  me  altogether  without  consolation.  She  began  to 
smooth  the  difficulties  a  little,  saying,  "  Signer,  what  I  have  represented 
ought  not  to  deprive  you  of  hope.  Your  rival,  it  is  true,  is  not  hated ;  he 
is  at  liberty  to  come  and  visit  his  cousin,  and  talk  to  her  whenever  he 
pleases ;  and  this  is  a  circumstance  favourable  for  you.  Their  being 
accustomed  to  see  one  another  every  day,  renders  their  conversation  a 
little  languid :  they  seem  to  part  without  pain,  and  meet  again  without 
pleasure :  one  would  think  they  are  already  married.  In  a  word,  I  don't 
perceive  that  my  mistress  has  a  violent  passion  for  Don  Augustin :  besides, 
as  to  personal  qualifications,  there  is  a  difference  between  you  and 
him  that  must  turn  to  your  account,  in  the  eyes  of  such  a  delicate 
young  lady  aa  Donna  Helena.    Be  not  di^cn^raged  therefore ;  continue 
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jour  gaHantiy,  which  I  wiU  aeoond;  and  I  will  not  let  BUpone  oppoTtunifjf 
of  making  everything  jon  do  to  please  her,  tend  to  your  advantage  with 
my  mistresa.  In  vwn  ahall  the  attempt  to  diaguke  her  smtunentsy  I  will 
•oon  discover  them  in  spite  of  her  dissimnlation." 

After  this  conversatimi,  Felicia  and  I  parted,  very  well  satis&ed  with  one 
another.  I  prepared  anew  to  ogle  Don  George's  daughter,  whom  \ 
treated  with  a  serenade,  in  which  the  verses  you  have  heard  were  sang  liy 
%  fine  voice,  which  1  had  provided  for  the  purpose.  After  die  concert, 
the  ni^d.  in  order  to  sound  her  mistress,  asked  how  she  had  been  enter- 
tained. <* The  voice,'*  said  Donna  Helena,  ''gave  me  pleasure.*'— "And 
were  not  the  words  which  were  sung  very  moving?"  replied  the  maid. 
''I  paidnoattention  to  them,"  said  the  lady;  ''llistened  to  the  tune  only; 
I  took  no  notice  of  the  verses,  neither  do  I  desire  to  know  who  gave  the 
serenade." — "  If  that  be  the  case,"  cried  the  waiting*woman,  ''poor  Don 
Gaston  de  Cogolloa  is  far  out  in  his  reckoning^  and  not  very  wise  in 
spending  his  time  in  looking  at  our  lattices." — "Perhaps  it  may  not  be 
he,"  said  the  mistress  coldly,  "but  some  other  cavalier*  who  haa  declared 
his  passion  for  me  by  this  concert."— -"  Pardon  me^  madam,"  refuted 
Felicia,  "  It  is  no  other  but  Don  Gaston ;  by  this  token,  th*t  he  accosted 
me  this  morning  in  the  street,  and  begged  me  to  tell  you  that  he  adores 
you,  in  ^ite  of  the  rigour  vrith  which  you  repay  his  love;  and  that,  in 
short,  he  would  think  himself  the  hiqipiest  of  mankind,  if  you  would  allow 
him  to  manifest  his  passion  in  the  usual  course  of  gallantry.  Thia  dis- 
course," added  sh€^  "  sufficieatly  proves  that  I  am  not  mistaken*" 

Don  George's  daughter  changed  countenance  all  of  a  sodden,  and 
darting  a  severe  look  at  her  maid,  "You  might  have  dispensed,"  said  shew 
"  with  repeating  that  impertinent  conversation  to  me.  Let  me  have  no  sueh 
reports  for  the  future,  if  you  please ;  and  if  that  rash  youth  shall  have  the 
presumption  to  speak  to  you  again,  tell  him  to  make  his  addresses  to  one 
who  will  regard  his  gallantry  more  than  1  do;  and  to  choose  a  more 
honourable  pastime  than  that  of  being  all  day  long  at  his  windows  to 
observe  what  I  do  in  my  apartment." 

All  this  was  faithfully  reported  to  me,  in  a  second  interview  with  Felicia, 
who,  pretending  that  I  must  not  take  the  words  of  her  mistress  in  aUteral 
sense,  would  have  persuaded  me  that  the  affair  went  on  swimmingly.  But 
Ii  who  was  ignorant  of  finesse,  and  did  not  believe  that  the  text  could  be 
explained  in  my  fiivour,  distrusted  the  commentary  she  made.  She  laughed 
at  my  diffidence,  called  for  paper  and  ink,  and  said ;  "  Signor  KiiigK^^ 
write  immediately  to  Donna  Helena  in  the  style  of  a  despairing  lover. 
Paint  your  sufferings  in  the  most  passionate  colours,  and,  in  particuUr 
complain  of  her  piohibiting  you  to  appear  at  your  windows.     Promise  to 
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obey  her,  but  at  the  same  time  assure  her,  that  it  wiU  cost  yon  your  life. 
Put  this  into  such  expressions  as  you  gentlemen  are  so  well  skilled  in,  and 
leave  the  rest  to  me.  I  hope  the  event  wiU  do  more  honour  to  my 
penetration  than  you  imagine." 

Had  I  neglected  this,  I  should  have  been  the  first  lover  who  did  not 
take  the  advantage  of  such  an  opportunity  to  write  to  his  mistress.  I 
composed  a  most  pathetic  letter,  and  before  I  sealed  it,  showed  it  to 
Felicia,  who,  having  read  it,  said,  with  a  smile,  "that  if  women  have  the 
art  of  captivating  the  men,  the  last,  in  return,  know  very  well  how  to  cajole 
the  women."  The  waiting-maid  took  my  letter,  and  laying  strong 
injunctions  on  me  to  keep  my  windows  shut  for  a  few  days,  returned  to 
the  house  of  Don  George. 

*'  Madam,*'  said  she  to  Donna  Helena,  when  she  went  home,  "  I  met 
Don  Gaston,  who  did  not  fail  to  make  up  to  me,  and  endeavoured  to  soothe 
me  with  flattering  expressions.  He  asked  with  a  faltering  voice,  like  a 
criminal  who  expects  his  sentence,  if  I  had  delivered  his  message  to  you. 
Then  I,  ftithful  and  ready  to  execute  your  orders,  cut  him  short  with  a 
vengeance,  inveighed  against  him,  loaded  him  with  reproaches,  and  left 
him  in  the  street  confounded  at  my  petulance.*' — *'I  am  overjoyed,*' 
replied  Donna  Helena,  ''that  you  have  rid  me  of  that  importunate  young 
fellow;  but  there  was  no  occasion  to  speak  rudely  to  him.  A  young 
woman  ought  always  to  be  gentle  in  her  behaviour." — "Madam,**  said  the 
maid,  ''a passionate  lover  b  not  to  be  banished  by  words  pronounced  with 
a  gentle  air.  Nay,  this  is  seldom  accomplished  by  indignation  and  rage. 
Don  Gaston,  for  example,  was  not  repulsed.  Afler  having  loaded  him 
with  reproaches  (as  I  have  said),  1  went  to  the  house  of  your  relation, 
whither  you  sent  me :  and  that  lady  unfortunately  detained  me  too  long ; 
I  say  too  long,  because  on  my  return,  I  found  my  man  again,  whom,  I 
assure  you,  I  did  not  expect  to  see.  I  was  so  much  disturbed  at  sight 
of  him,  that  my  tongue,  which  never  failed  me  before,  could  not  furnish 
me  with  one  syllable.  In  the  meantime,  what  did  he?  He  slipt  a 
paper  into  my  hand,  which  I  kept,  without  knowing  what  I  did,  and  theti 
disappeared  in  an  instant.'* 

So  saying,  she  pulled  my  letter  out  of  her  bosom,  and  gave  it,  by  way  of 
joke,  to  her  mistress,  who,  taking  it,  as  for  diversion,  read  it  over,  and 
then  a£fiM;ted  reserve.  "Truly,  Felicia,"  said  she,  with  a  serious  air, 
"you  are  a  fool  and  a  mad  creature  to  receive  this  billet.  What  will  Don 
Gaston  think  of  itf  and  what  must  I  believe?  Your  conduct  g^ves  ^ne 
cause  to  distrust  your  fidelity ;  and  may  make  him  suspect  that  I  am 
pleased  with  his  passion.  Alas !  perhaps  he  imagines,  at  this  instant,  that 
I  peruse  with  pleasure  the  characters  which  he  has  written.    You  see  to 
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what  abame  you  have  exposed  my  pride." — "  O !  not  at  all,  madam," 
eplied  the  maid,  "he  can  entertain  no  such  thoughts ;  and  suppose  he 
did,  he  shall  not  preserve  them  long.  I  will  tell  him,  when  I  next  aee 
him«  that  I  hare  shewn  his  letter  to  you;  that  you  looked  at  it  with 
indifference;  and,  in  short,  without  reading  it,  tore  it,  with  the  most 
mortifying  contempt." 

'*  You  maj  safely  swear  that  I  have  not  read  it,"  said  Donna  Heloia. 
**I  should  be  at  a  loss^  if  obliged,  to  repeat  two  single  words  of  it."  Don 
George's  daughter  was  not  contented  with  talking  in  thb  manner;  she  tore 
my  billet,  and  forbid  her  woman  to  talk  of  me  for  the  future. 

As  I  promised  to  play  the  gallant  no  more  at  my  windows,  since  the 

sight  of  me  gave  offence,  I  kept  them  shut  several  days,  to  render  my 

obedience  more  affecting;  but  to  supply  those  looks  of  which  I  was 

abridged,  I  prepared  new  serenades  for  tny  cruel  Helen.    One  night  I 

repaired  under  her  balcony  with  musicians,  and  the  guitars  were  already 

struck  up,  when  a  cavalier  came  sword  in  hand,  and  disturbed  the  concert. 

laying  about  him  at  a  furious  rate  among  the  performers,  who  immediately 

betook  themselves  to  flight.    The  rage  which  animated  thai  bold  intruder 

awakened  mine :  and  I  advanced  to  punish  him,  when  an  obstinate  combat 

began.     Donna  Helena  and  her  attendant  hearing  the  noise  of  swords^ 

looked  through  the  lattice,  and  seeing  two  men  engaged,  waked  Don 

George  and  his  valets  with  their  cries :  these,  as  well  as  several  people  in 

the  neighbourhood,  came  running  to  part  the  combatants;  but  they 

arrived  too  late,  and  found  nobody  on  the  field  of  battle  but  a  cavalier, 

almost  without  life,  weltering  in  his  own  blood :  and  I  was  soon  known 

to  be  that  unfortunate  person.    I  was  carried  to  the  house  of  my  annt» 

whither  the  most  expert  surgeons  in  the  town  were  caUed  to  my  aasistanoe. 

Every  body  pitied  my  fate,  and  Donna  Helena  in  particular,  who  then  dia* 

covered  the  bottom  of  her  soul.     Her  dissimulation  gave  way  to  her 

sentiment,  and  she  was  no  longer  that  disdainful  creature  who  piipied 

herself  upon  appearing  insensible  to  my  passion.     She  was  now  a  tender 

lover,  that  abandoned  herself  to  sorrow  without  reserve.     She  spent  the 

rest  of  the  night  in  mourning  vrith  her  maid,  and  in  cursing  her  cousiii 

Don  Augustan  de  Olighera,  who,  they  concluded,  must  have  been  tlae 

author  of  their  tears :  as  in  effect  it  waa  he  who  had  so  disagreeafaiy 

interrupted  the  serenade :  bebg  aa  great  a  dissembler  as  his  cousin,  he 

had  perceived  my  intentions,  vrithout  seeming  to  take  any  notice  of  them ; 

and  imagining  that  she  favoured  my  flame,  had  committed  this  action,  to 

show  that  he  was  not  quite  so  passive  as  she  believed  him  to  be.    Nerer* 

theless,  this  melancholy  accident  waa  soon  forgotten,  by  reason  of  the  joy 

that  followed  it.    Though  I  was  dangerously  wounded,  the  skill  of  the 


■BT|!WM  BaT«d  my  life  J  but  I  (tiU  kept  my  ohamW,  *W  my  ftaat 
ponoa  Sleonon  went  to  Don  0»rge,  and  demanded  his  daughter  for  m« 
in  mamige.  The  father  coDseDted  to  thia  the  more  willingly  beoaase  he 
tt  that  tims  looked  upon  Don  AogOBtin  ai  ■  man  whom  perhaps  he  ahoold 


nerer  wa  again.  The  good  old  geotlnmim  was  afraid  that  hia  daughter 
wonid  not  bestow  henelf  on  me  without  relootanoei  because  her  ooosia 
Olighen  had  enjoyed  the  liberty  of  visiting  her  when  he  would,  and  of 
acquiring  her  affection  at  leisure  {  but  she  aeemed  so  well  dispoaad  to  obey 
her  iather  in  this  affidr,  that  we  may  oonolnde  it  ia  an  adrantage  among 
the  ladies  to  be  a  new  comer  in  Spain  oa  well  as  elsewhere. 

As  soon  sa  I  could  have  a  private  ooaversatioQ  with  Felicia,  I  understood 
how. much  afieoted  her  mistceaa  had  been  at  the  socoess  of  my  duel; 
M  thathaving  no  longer  any  reason  to  donU  that  I  was  the  Paris  of  this 
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Helen,  I  blessed  my^  wound,  sinee  it  tamed  out  so  propitiods  to  my  bvt  j- 
and  obtained  of  Signer  Don  George  the  permission  of  speaking  to  his 
daughter,  in  presence  of  her  maid.  What  a  delightful  conversation  this 
was !  I  entreated,  I  pressed  the  lady  in  such  a  manner,  to  tell  me  if  her 
father,  in  yielding  her  to  my  tenderness,  had  done  any  violence  to  her 
inclination,  that  she  owned  I  was  not  beholden  to  her  obedience  alone. 
After  this  charming  confession,  my  whole  study  was  to  please  her,  and 
contriTe  entertainments  until  the  day  of  our  nuptials,  which  were  to  be 
celebrated  by  a  magnificent  cavalcade,  in  which  all  the  nobility  of  Com 
and  the  neighbourhood  intended  to  appear. 

I  gave  a  grand  entertainment  to  Don  George  and  his  daughter,  with  afl 
bii  rdations  and  friends,  at  a  superb  country-house  which  my  annt  had 
without  the  town,  on  the  side  of  Manroi.  Here  a  concert  of  vocal  and 
Instrumental  muac  was  prepared  by  my  order,  together  with  a  company 
of  strollers  to  represent  a  comedy.  In  the  middle  of  the  feast,  one  came 
and  whispered  to  me,  that  there  was  a  man  in  the  hall  who  wanted  to  speak 
with  me.  I  got  up  from  table  to  see  who  it  was,  and  found  a  stranger 
who  looked  like  a  valet  de  chambre,  and  who  presented  to  me  a  letter^ 
which  I  opened,  and  read  these  words  :— 

"  If  you  have  a  r^ard  for  your  honour,  as  every  knight  of  your  order 
ought  to  have,  yon  will  not  fail  to  be  to-morrow  morning  in  the  plain  of 
Manroi,  where  yon  will  find  a  cavalier  ready  to  g^ve  satisftction  for  the 
injury  you  received  from  him,  and  to  put  you,  if  he  cai^  out  of  condition 
to  espouse  Donna  Helena. 

Don  AtJGusrriN  i>s  Olighx&a." 

If  love  has  a  great  influence  over  the  Spaniards,  revenge  has  still  morew 
I  could  not  read  this  billet  in  tranquillity.  The  very  name  of  Don 
Augustin  kindled  a  fire  in  my  veins,  which  had  almost  made  me  forget  the 
indispensable  duty  which  I  had  that  day  to  perform.  I  was  tempted  to 
stesl  away  from  the  company,  and  go  in  search  of  my  enemy  on  the 
instant.  I  constrained  myself,  however,  for  fear  of  disturbing  the  feast ; 
and  said  to  the  man  who  brought  the  letter,  ''Friend,  tell  the  cavalier  who 
sent  you,  that  I  am  too  desirious  of  re-engaging  him,  to  fail  of  meeting 
him  to-morrow  before  sun-rise,  at  the  appointed  place.'* 

Having  sent  away  the  messenger  vrith  this  answer,  I  rejoined  my  gnest^ 
and  resumed  my  place  at  table,  where  I  composed  my  countenance  so  wefl^ 
that  nobody  had  the  least  suspicion  of  what  passed  within  me.  I  appealed 
during  the  rest  of  the  day  as  much  entertained  as  any  of  them  with  the 
pleasures  of  the  feast,  which  ended  about  midnight,  when  the  assembly 
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broke  up,  and  every  <me  returned  to  the  town,  in  the  same  manner  as  he 
bad  come  oat.  For  my  part»  I  stayed  in  the  oountiy-house  on  pretence 
of  taking  the  air  next  morning ;  but  the  true  reason  was,  that  I  might  be 
the  sooner  at  the  rendecrous.  Instead  of  going  to  bed»  I  waited  with 
hnpatience  for  day,  which,  as  soon  as  I  perceived,  I  mounted  my  best 
horse,  and  set  out  alone,  as  if  I  intended  to  take  a  ride  in  the  country.  I 
advanced  towards  Manroi,  and  discovered  in  the  pUdn  a  man  on  horseback^ 
coming  towards  me  at  full  speed ;  upon  which  I  put  spurs  to  my  horse,  to 
save  him  one  half  of  the  way.  We  soon  met,  and  I  found  it  was  my^ 
rival.  "  ELnight,''  said  he,  in  an  insolent  tone,  **  it  is  with  regret  that  I 
oome  to  bfows  with  you  a  second  time ;  but  it  is  your  own  fiiult.  After 
the  adventure  of  the  serenade,  you  ought  to  have  renounced  Don  George's 
daughter  with  a  good  grace ;  or  at  least  have  concluded,  that  you  would 
not  be  so  easily  quit  if  you  persisted  in  your  addresses  to  her." — "  You 
are  too  proud,"  answered  I,  "of  an  advantage  which  perhaps  you  owed 
more  to  the  darkness  of  the  night  than  to  your  superior  skill.  You  don't 
consider  that  the  success  of  these  rencounters  depends  often  on  accident." 
— "  It  is  never  accidental  with  me^"  said  he,  with  an  arrogant  air ;  "  and 
I  win  now  show  you,  that  by  day,  as  well  as  nighty  I  know  how  to  punish 
those  audacious  knights  who  interfere  with  me." 

I  made  no  reply  to  this  haughty  speech,  but  alighted  instantly.  Don 
Augustin  did  the  same ;  we  tied  our  horses  to  a  tree,  and  b^an  to  fight 
with  equal  vigour.  I  vrill  frankly  own,  that  I  had  to  do  with  an  enemy 
who  pushed  much  better  than  I,  although  I  had  been  two  years  at  school* 
He  was  a  complete  fencer.  I  could  not  possibly  have  exposed  my  life  to 
greater  danger.  Nevertheless,  as  it  often  happens  that  the  strongest  is 
Tanquished  by  the  weakest,  my  rival,  in  spite  of  all  his  skill,  received  a 
tiirust  that  went  through  his  heart,  and  fell  atone  dead  in  an  instant. 

I  returned  immediately  to  the  country-house,  where  I  informed  a  valet 
de  diambre,  whom  I  could  trust,  of  what  had  happened,  and  said  to  him» 
**  Dear  Bamira,  before  justice  can  take  cognisance  of  this  event,  take  a 
good  horse^  and  give  my  aunt  notice  of  the  adventure.  Ask  of  her  some 
money  and  jewels,  and  bring  them  to  me  at  Plaxenda,  where  thou  wilt 
find  me  in  the  first  inn  you  come  to  as  you  enter  the  dtjJ* 

Bamira  acquitted  himself  of  his  commission  with  such  dilligence,  that 
he  arrived  at  Plazencia  three  hours  after  me.  He  told  me,  that  Donna 
Eleonora  was  more  pleased  than  afflicted  at  the  news  of  a  duel  that 
revenged  the  affront  which  I  had  received  in  the  first;  and  that  she  had 
sent  me  all  her  ready  money  and  jewels,  to  enable  me  to  travel  agreeably 
in  foreign  countries,  until  she  should  get  the  affair  accommodated. 

To  pass  over  superfluous  circumstances^  I  will  only  inform  you,  that  I 
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cvotMd  New  Giislilo  to  the  kingdom  of  Ytlkaoim,  m  ordor  Co  cmbariL  at 
Denii,  from  iHMnce  I  took  paiaage  for  Italy,  where  I  put  myeelf  ia  a 
oonditioa  to  liftit  different  oountriesi  and  appear  in  a  mitable  character. 

Whil^  flur  from  my  Helen*  I  endeaTOured  aa  far  as  in  rae  lay  to  bq;iuk 
tty  lore  and  torrows»  she  moomed  my  absence  in  seoret  at  Goiia.  Tnetead 
of  approving  of  the  prosecution  that  her  family  set  on  foot  against  me  oa 
acoonnt  of  01ighera*s  death,  she  wished  that  all  enmity  mig^t  csase»  aad 
my  retom  be  hastened  by  a  speedy  accommodation.  Six  months  had 
already  elapsed  since  she  had  lost  me,  and  I  belicTe  her  constancy  woold 
haye  still  triumphed  over  time,  had  she  had  nothing  else  bat  time  to 
combat ;  but  she  had  still  more  powerful  enemies.  Don  Bias  de  Com- 
bados,  a  gentleman  from  the  western  side  of  Galida,  came  to  Coria  to  take 
possession  of  a  rich  estate  which  had  been  in  Tain  disputed  by  his  cousin 
Don  Miguel  de  Caprara ;  and  he  settled  in  that  country,  finding  it  mora 
agreeable  than  his  own.  Combados  was  well  made,  had  an  agreeable 
polite  behaviour,  and  was  one  of  the  most  iusinoating  men  in  the  world  ; 
so  that  he  soon  became  acquainted  with  all  the  people  of  fashi<m  in  tha 
town,  and  was  no  stranger  to  their  private  affairs. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  learned  that  Don  Geoige  had  a  daughter* 
whose  dangerous  beauty  seemed  to  inflame  the  men  only  for  their  ruin. 
This  piqued  his  curiosity :  he  longed  to  see  such  a  formidable  lady ;  for 
this  purpose,  besought  the  friendship  of  her  father,  and  succeeded  so  welt 
that  the  old  man  already  looked  upon  him  as  his  son-in-law ;  gave  him 
admittance  to  his  house,  and  the  liberty  of  speaking  in  his  presence  to 
Donna  Helena.  The  Gkdician  soon  fell  in  love  with  her.  That  was  inevi- 
table; He  opened  his  heart  to  Don  Geoi^,  who  consenti^d  to  his  proposal  i 
but  told  him,  that,  resolving  not  to  constrain  his  daughter,  he  left  her 
mistress  of  her  own  hand.  Upon  this,  Don  Bias  put  in  practice  all  tho 
gallantries  which  he  could  dense  to  please  the  lady,  who  seemed  insensible 
to  them  all,  so  much  was  her  heart  engrossed  by  me.  Felicia,  however^ 
Was  in  the  interest  of  the  cavalier,  who  engaged  her  by  presents  to  espouae 
his  cause.  She  therefore  employed  aU  her  address  in  behalf  of  hia  pasaioQ  i 
on  the  other  hand,  her  father  seconded  the  chambermaid  by  hia  remon* 
strances:  but  nevertheless,  all  their  efforts,  during  a  whole  year,  could 
only  torment  Donna  Helena,  without  shaking  her  constancy  in  the  Icaat 

Combados  seeing  that  Don  George  and  Felicia  interested  themselvea  for 
him  in  vain,  proposed  an  eipedient  to  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  a  lover 
so  prepossessed  as  she  was.  *'This/'  said  he,  "is  what  I  have  contrived ; 
we  will  suppose  that  a  merchant  of  Coria  has  received  a  letter  from  an 
Italian  factor,  in  which,  after  a  detail  of  things  concerning  commerce^  am 
t\xt  following  words : — 
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**A  Spanish  cavalier>  whose  name  is  Don  Gaston  de  CogoUofl^ 
has  lately  arrived  at  the  Court  of  Parnuu  He  caBs  himself  nephew  and 
sole  heir  of  a  rich  widow  who  liyes  at  Coria»  under  the  name  of  Donna 
Eleonora  de  Lazarilla.  He  has  demanded  the  daughter  of  a  powerful 
nobleman  in  marriage,  but  will  not  ^succeed  till  the  truth  is  known.  I 
am  desired  to  apply  to  you  for  this  purpose  i  pray  let  me  know  then  if 
you  are  acquainted  with  this  Don  Gastout  and  ia  what  the  riches  of  his 
aunt  ooosist ;  for  your  answer  will  decide  the  marriage. 

Paeiia»  8sc" 

The  old  man  looked  upon  this  trick  as  a  piece  of  wit  or  stratagem  par- 
donable in  loTe ;  and  the  waiting  woman,  stm  less  scrupulous  than  her 
master,  approved  of  it  very  much.  The  invention  seemed  to  them  the 
mote  ingenious,  as  they  knew  Helena  to  be  a  proud  girl,  capable  of  taking 
an  instantaneous  resolution,  provided  she  should  have  no  suspicion  of  the 
cheat.  Don  George  undertook  to  inform  her  of  my  change ;  and,  to 
make  the  thing  seem  more  natural,  carried  along  with  him  the  merchant 
who  had  received  the  pretended  letter  from  Parma.  The  scheme  was 
executed  accordingly.  The  father,  in  an  affected  passion  of  rage  and 
vexation,  said  to  Helena,  *' Daughter,  I  vrill  no  longer  observe  to  you^ 
that  my  relations  daily  request  that  I  will  not  admit  the  murderer  of  Don 
Augustin  into  my  family.  I  have  a  stronger  reason  to  g^ve  you  to-day 
in  order  to  detach  you  from  Don  Gaston.  Ton  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
your  fidelity  to  him :  he  is  a  ficlde  perfidious  wretch.  Here  is  a  certain 
proof  of  his  infidelity.  Read  this  letter,  which  a  merchant  of  Coria  has 
received  from  Italy."  Helena,  trembling,  took  the  fictitious  letter,  read 
it  over,  considered  every  expression,  and  was  thunderstruck  at  the  news  of 
my  inconstancy.  A  sentiment  of  tenderness  made  her  shed  some  tears : 
but  soon  recalling  all  her  pride,  she  dried  th^m  up,  and  said  to  her  father 
in  a  resolute  tone,  "  Signer,  you  have  been  witness  of  my  weakness,  bear 
witness  also  of  the  victory  I  gain  over  myself.  It  is  done.  I  now  despise 
Don  Gaston,  and  look  upon  him  as  the  lowest  of  mankind.  But  let  us 
talk  no  more  about  him.  Come,  I  am  ready  to  follow  Don  Bias  to  the 
altar ;  let  my  marriage  precede  that  of  the  perfidious  man  who  has  so 
ill  repaid  my  love."  Don  George,  transported  with  joy  at  these  words, 
embraced  his  daughter,  applauded  her  vigorous  resolution;  and,  glad  of 
the  happy  success  of  his  stratagem,  made  haste  to  complete  the  wishes  of 
my  rival. 

Donna  Helena  was  thus  ravished  from  me.  She  yielded  herself  suddenly 
to  Combados,  without  listening  to  love,  which,  at  the  bottom  of  her  heart, 
spoke  in  my  behalf  or  even  doubting  for  a  moment  a  piece  of  news  which 
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might  hare  been  suspected  in  «  lover  of  less  erednlitf.  The  hwigfatgr 
maid  listened  to  nothing  but  her  pride,  and  the  resentment  ot  the  injnrf 
which  she  thought  her  beauty  had  receiyed  prevailed  over  the  interest  of 
her  tenderness.  A  few  days  sfter  her  marriage  however,  she  felt  some 
remorse  for  having  been  so  precipitate.  She  reflected  that  the  merdiant'a 
letter  might  have  been  feigned,  and  that  suspicion  gave  her  some  unessi- 
ness ;  but  the  amorous  Don  Bias  gave  his  wife  no  time  to  cherish  thooghta 
prejudicial  to  her  repose.  His  sole  study  was  to  amuse  her ;  and  in  this 
he  succeeded  by  a  continual  succession  of  various  pleasures^  whidi  he  had 
art  enough  to  invent. 

She  seemed  very  well  satisfied  with  such  a  gallant  husband,  and  they 
lived  together  in  perfect  harmony,  when  my  aunt  accommodated  my  affur 
with  the  relations  of  Don  Augustin ;  and  wrote  immediately  to  Italy,  to 
advertise  me  of  her  success.  Being  then  at  Reggio^  in  the  farthermost 
part  of  Calabria,  I  went  over  into  Sicily,  fVoln  thence  to  Spain,  and  at 
length  repaired  to  Coria  on  the  wing^  of  love.  Donna  Dleonora,  who 
had  not  in  her  letter  mentioned  the  marriage  of  Don  G«>rge*8  daughter, 
informed  me  of  it  on  my  arrival ;  and  observing  that  I  was  afflicted  at 
the  news,  "You  are  in  .the  wrong,  nephew,"  said  she»  "tQ.  be  so  much 
grieved  at  the  loss  of  an  unfaithftil  woman.  TAe  my  aiRice,  and  b«iish 
from  your  memory  a  person  unworthy  of  possessing  a  place  in  it." 

As  my  aunt  was  ignorant  of  the  de^^i(r  which  had  been  practiced  on 
Donna  Helena,  she  was  in  the  right  to  taJV  p  this  manner,  and  could  not 
have  g^ven  me  more  prudent  advice ;  which  tt^tft£6te  I  pron^ised  to  follow, 
or  at  least  to  affect  an  air  of  indifference,  if  I  should -fipd  myself  incapable 
of  vanquishing  my  passion.  I  could  not,  however,  resist  my  curiosity  to 
know  how  this  marriage  had  been  made ;  and  to  be  informed  of  all  the 
particulars,  I  resolved  to  apply  to  Felicia's  fnend.  Dame  Theodora,  whom  I 
have  mentioned  before.  I  went  to  her  house,  and  there,  by  accident,  fcuod 
Felicia,  who  ezpectmg  nothing  less  than  to  see  me,  was  confounded,  and 
endeavoured  to  go  away,  that  she  might  avoid  an  explanation  which 
she  concluded  I  should  demand.  I  stopped  her,  saying^  *'Why  do 
you  fly  me  ?  Is  not  the  perjured  Helena  satisfied  with  having  made  a 
sacrifice  of  my  happiness?  has  she  forbid  you  to  hear  my  complaints  ?  or 
do  you  only  want  to  escape  me,  that  you  may  make  a  merit  with  the 
ungrateful  woman,  of  having  refused  me  the  hearing.'* 

"  Signer,"  answered  the  waiting  woman,  **  I  freely  own  myself  ccm* 
founded  at  your  presence.  I  cannot  behold  you  again,  without  feeling  mj 
heart  torn  with  remorse.  My  mistress  has  been  deceived,  and  I  have  been 
an  unfortunate  accomplice  ia  seducing  her."— ''O  heaven,"  cried  I,  "have 
you  the  presumption  to  tell  me  so?  Explain  yourself  immediatdiy."   Theft 


Ae  gare  me  an  acetmnt  of  the  stratagem  which  Oombados  had  practised  tor' 
xob  me  of  Ponna  Helena :  and  peroeiying  that  her  detail  pierced  me  to  the* 
very  aonl,  BtroTc  to  give  me  some  conaolaiion ;  she  offered  me  her  good 
offices  with  her  mistress,  promised  to  disabuse  her,  to  paint  my  despair ;  in 
a  word,  to  spare  nothing  to  soften  the  rigour  of  my  destiny :  in  flne,  she 
gave  me  hopes  that  assuaged  my  sorrows  a  little. 

I  pass  OTcr  the  infinate  contradictions  she  underwent,  before  she  could 
prevail  upon  Donna  Helena  to  see  me.  This  however,  she  accomj^ished ; 
amd  it  was  concerted  between  them,  that  I  should  be  privately  admitted 
into  the  house  of  Don  Bias,  the  first  time  that  he  should  go  to  an  estate, 
where  he  usually  spent  a  day  or  two  in  hunting.  The  design  was  soon  put 
into  execution :  the  husband  set  out  for  the  country ;  I  was  informed  of  the 
occasion,  and  one  night  introduced  into  his  wife's  apartment. 

I  would  have  begun  the  conversation  with  reproaches;  but  my  mouth 
was  stopped.  "  It  is  in  vain  to  recall  what  is  past,''  said  the  lady ;  "  the 
business  here  is  not  a  fond  reconcilliation :  and  you  are  mistaken  if  you 
beUeve  me  disposed  to  flatter  your  inclination.  I  declare  to  you,  Don 
Gaston,  that  my  only  motive  forgiving  my  consent  to  this  private  intervieW| 
in  consequence  of  the  pressing  instances  which  have  been'  made,  is  to  tell 
you  from  my  own  mouth,  that  henceforth  you  must  study  to  forget  me 
altogether.  Perhaps  I  might  have  been  better  satisfied  with  my  fate,  had 
it^been  joined  to  yours;  but  since  heaven  bath  ordained  it  otherwise,  I  cheer* 
iblly  submit  to  its  decrees." 

**  How,  madam ! "  answered  I,  ''  is  it  not  enough  that  I  have  lost  you^ 
and  see  the  happy  Don  Bias  in  quiet  possession  of  the  only  person  I  am 
capable  of  loving !  must  I  also  banish  you  from  my  thoughts?  Youwoidd 
deprive  me  of  my  love,  and  rob  me  of  the  only  blessing  that  now  remains. 
Ah,  cruel  woman  1  do  you  think  it  possible  for  any  man  whom  you  have 
once  charmed  to  retrieve  his  heart  ?  Enow  yourself  better,  and  cease 
exhorting  me  in  vain  to  chase  your  idea  from  my  remembrance.*'— "  Well 
then,"  she  replied  with  precipitation,  **  do  you  also  cease  to  hope  that  I 
will  fiivour  your  love  with  any  return.  I  have  but  one  word  to  say :  the 
wife  of  Don  Bias  shall  never  be  the  lover  of  Don  Qaston.  Take  your  mea- 
sures accordingly;  fly  irom  this  place ;  and  let  us  put  a  speedy  end  to  a 
conversation,  with  which  I  upbraid  myself,  in  spite  of  the  parity  of  my 
intentions;  and  which  I  shall  think  myself  guiltyin  prolonging." 

At  these  words,  which  deprived  me  of  the  least  glimpse  of  hope,  I  fell 
at  her  feet:  I  addressed  her  in  the  most  pathetic  manner;  I  even  employed 
tears  to  melt  her  :  but  all  this  served  only  to  excite,  perhaps,  some  senti« 
ments  of  pity,  which  she  was  careful  to  conceal,  and  which  were  sacriflced 
to  her  duty.      After  having  to  no  purpose  exhausted  all  my  moving^ 
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•otptMciinB,  b^  ptKjttt  ud  lean,  IB7  tooderaflM  aluBfed  of  a  nddan  isto 
Mge.  I  nnihMthad  ny  iword,  to  sUtt  njteit  Iwron  the  cyea  «f  ths 
imxonhU  Hdeaa ;  whs  no  Boonw  paraiTed  my  intration,  than  aha  thnv 
hanelf  wpaa  m»  to  prarant  the  ecmaeqaeiioa.  "  Uald,  CogoUos,"  nid  aha, 
«•  ia  it  thua  yoa  ooDiolt  nj  repnUlioii  f  In  dajiaTlBg  jotiraalf  of  life,  joa 
an  going  to  load  mo  with  duhonour,  and  nuka  Btj  hnahand  pan  for  aa 

I  wu  M  paMMiad  widi  da^dr,  Out  fai  from  TleUiB^  to  thcaa  woria 
tfta  attantioB  wbioh  Aej  deawred,  mj  irhole  eodoaTCiir  ma  to  baffla  tlw 


effort!  of  the  miatrenaad  her  maid,  to  sare  me  from  my  own  btal  deiign  ; 
and  withoat  doabt  I  ihoold  hare  luooeeded  but  too  soon,  if  Don  Blu,  wha. 
having  been  appriaad  of  oni  intemew,  instead  of  going  to  the  conntrj, 
bod  oonoealed  himself  behind  the  tapestry,  to  orerhear  ooi  oonvetBation, 
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had  not  oome  and  joined  us  with  all  expedition.  Don  Ghuston/'  cried  he, 
holding  mj  anns,  '* recall  your  scattered  reason;  and  do  not  basely  yield 
to  the  fury  that  transports  you." 

''Isit  your  business,"  said  I,  interrupting  Don  Bias,  *' to  dissuade  me 
from  my  design?  Ton  ought  rather,  with  your  own'  hand,  to  plunge  a 
poniard  in  my  bosom.  Ton  are  injured  by  my  passion,  unfortunate  as  it  is. 
Is  it  not  enough  that  you  surprise  me  at  night,  in  your  wife's  apartment  7  is 
there  more  required  to  rouse  your  vengeance  ?  Stab  me  at  once,  and  rid 
yourself  of  a  man  who  cannot  cease  adoring  Donna  Helena*  until  he  ceases 
to  live." — "In  vain,"  answered  Don  Bias,  "you  endeavour  tb  interest  my 
honour  so  far  as  to  give  you  death ;  you  are  sufficiently  punished  by  your 
rashness :  and  I  am  so  well  pleased  with  the  virtuous  sentiments  of  my 
wife,  that  I  pardon  the  occasion  which  she  took  to  show  them.  Take  my 
advice,  Cogollos,"  added  he ;  "  do  not  despair  like  a  weak  lover,  but  submit 
to  necessity  with  courage." 

The  prudent  Gralidan,  by  such  discourse,  calmed  my  rage  a  little,  and 
waked  my  virtue :  I  retired  with  a  design  of  removing  far  from  Helena,  and 
the  place  that  she  inhabited ;  and  in  two  days  returned  to  Madrid,  where, 
resolving  to  employ  myself  wholly  in  making  my  fortune,  I  appeared  at 
court,  and  there  began  to  make  friends ;  but  was  so  unlucky  as  to  attach 
myself  in  particular  to  the  Marquis  of  Villareal,  a  Portuguese  nobleman,  who 
being  suspected  of  a  design  to  deliver  Portugal  from  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
was  imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Alicant,  where  he  now  remains.  As  the 
Duke  of  Lerma  knew  that  an  intimacy  subsisted  between  that  nobleman 
and  me,  he  caused  me  to  be  arrested  also,  and  conducted  to  this  place : 
that  minister  believes  that  I  am  capable  of  being  an  accomplice  in  snch  a 
scheme ;  and  he  could  not  have  committed  a  greater  outrage  upon  a  noble 
Castilian. 

Here  Don  Gaston  left  off  speaking :  and  I,  to  console  him,  said,  "  Signor 
Cavalier,  your  honour  can  receive  no  stain  from  this  disgrace,  which  will, 
doubtless,  in  the  end,  turn  to  your  advantage.  When  the  Duke  of  Lerma 
shall  be  convinced  of  your  innocence,  he  will  certainly  bestow  upon  yon  a 
considerable  employment,  in  order  to  re-establish  the  reputation  of  a 
gentleman  unjustly  acoosed  of  treason." 
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waato   mrM  *a  bus  is   tbm  mrtB  or  noovu,  , 
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H|HE  MDvenatiiHi  wu  interrupted  bj  Tcads- 
rallu,  who,  coming  into  the  ohamber,  BddreHed 
himself  to  me  in  theie  terms ;  "  Signor 
Gil  Bla^  I  luve  bees  Bpeakiog  to  t  yonn^ 
man  who  preseoted  himielf  nt  the  pnaoo 
gate,  and  aaked  if  yon  wu  not  in  oonfioe- 
ment  here.  When  I  reftuad  to  aatiafj  hii 
cnrioaitj,  he  seemed  very  mnoh  mortified. 

'  Ifohle  captain,'  said  he,  with  tears  in  hia 

B^^^SS^^  ''V:-j!B  eyeSi'don'trejeotthehnmblerequeatlmako 
to  know  if  Signor  de  SantiUa^e  ia  in  this  plaoe.  I  am  bia  ohief  domeetio, 
and  you  will  do  a  charitable  eotion  in  allowing  me  to  tee  him.  Ton  are 
looked  upon  in  Segovia  as  a  gentleman  of  great  hnmanity  :  and  I  hope  yon 
ViU  not  refuse  the  favour  of  convening  a  moment  with  my  dear  master, 
who  is  not  ao  guilty  as  unfortunate.  In  short,'  continued  Don  Andrea  '  the 
young  man  expressed  anch  a  desire  of  seeing  you,  that  I  hare  promised  to 
give  him  that  salia&ction  at  night.'  " 

I  assured  Tordesillas,  that  he  oould  not  do  me  a  greater  pleasure  than  to 
admit  a  yoong  man,  who  probably  had  something  to  oommnmcate  which  it 
imported  me  reiy  mnoh  to  know.  I  waited  with  impatienoe  for  the' 
moment  thttt  was  to  offer  my  faithful  Soipio  to  my  eyes ;  for  I  did  not 
doubt  that  it  was  he ;  and  I  was  not  mistaken.  He  was  ictrodnoed  into 
the  tower  in  the  erening;  and  his  joy,  vbich  mine  alone  oould  equal, 
broke  forth  in  extraordinary  transports  when  he  saw  me.  For  my  part 
I  was  much  oreijoyed  at  sight  of  him,  thst  I  held  out  my  arms,  and 
he  hugged  me  in  his,  irithoat  ceremony :  the  distinction  between  master 
and  eeoretaiy  was  lost  in  this  embraoe;  so  glad  were  we  to  see  one 
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"Wlieii  v»  wen  a  little  diiengaged,  I  interrogated  Scipto  abont  the  con- 
dition in  which  he  left  mj  house.  "  Yon  have  no  hoiue,"  Le  replied ; 
*'  and  to  epare  yon  the  trouble  of  aaking  uaneoeuaTy  questions,  I  will  tell 
you,  in  two  words,  what  passed  at  home.  Tom  efiecta  wete  pillaged,  at 
well  by  tlie  eoldiera  as  by  yonr  own  terraata,  who  looking  npon  yon  aa  « 
lost  man,  paid  themselres  their  own  wages  with  whjtt  th^  oould  cany  oft. 


Luckily  for  yao,  I  had  the  addree*  t«  tare  from  their  talons  two  lai^  bags 
ot  doable  pistoles,  whioh  I  took  ont  of  yonr  atroog  box,  aniZ  seonred,  by 
putting  them  into  the  cnatody  of  Balero,  who  will  re-delim  them  as  won 
as  yoa  shall  be  released  from  this  tower,  where  I  beliere  yon  will  not  ba 
long  boarded  at  his  majesty's  expense ;  beeause  yoa  wwe  apprehended 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Duke  of  Lenna." 

I  asked  how  he  came  to  koow  that  his  excellency  had  no  hand  in  my 
misfortune.  "01  as  for  that,"  said  he,  "I  took  oare  ta  be  well  informed  i 
a  friend  of  mine,  who  enjoys  the  con&denoe  of  the  Doke  d'  Uieda,  told  m» 
all  the  partioulon  of  your  impriaonment    Caldexona,  said  be,  haTiugdiaoo* 
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yered*  by  the  officioasnesa  of  a  valet,  that  Signofa  Sirena,  imder  another 
naiae,  received  the  Prince  of  Spain  in  the  night-time ;  and  that  this  intrigue 
vas  oondacted  bj  the  Count  de  Lemos,  with  the  assistance  of  Signor  de 
Saniillane,  resolved  to  be  revenged  upon  them  ais  well  as  upon  his  mistress. 
With  this  view,  he  went  privately  to  the  Duke  d'Uzeda,  and  discovered  the 
whole  affair.  The  duke  ravished.at  having  in  his  hand  an  opportunity  of 
mining  his  enemy,  did  not  Uol  to  use  it :  he  informed  the  king  of  what 
he  had  heard,  and  represented  to  him  with  great  zeal  the  perils  to  which  the 
prince  had  been  exposed.  This  piece  of  news  roused  the  indignation  of  bis 
majesty,  who  immediately  ordered  Sirena  to  be  shut  up  in  the  house  of 
correction,  bamshed  the  Count  de  Lemos,  and  condemned  Gil  Bias  to 
perpetual  imprisonment.  This,"  added  Scipio,  ''  is  what  my  friend  told  me;, 
by  which  you  qee  that  your  misfortune  is  the  work  of  the  Duke  d'Uzeda,  or 
rather  of  Calderona.'* 

From  this  information,  I  imagined  that  my  affairs  might  be  retrieved  in 
time ;  that  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  piqued  at  his  nepheVs  exile,  would  exert 
himself  to  have  that  nobleman  recalled  to  court ;  and  I  flattered  myself 
that  I  should  not  be  forgotten  by  his  excellency.  What  a  fine  tiling  hope 
is !  It  consoled  me  all  of  a  sudden  for  the  loss  of  my  effects  which  had 
been  stolen ;  and  made  me  as  merry  as  if  I  had  cause  to  be  so.  Far  from 
regarding  my  prison,  as  an  unhappy  abode,  where  I  should  perhaps  end  my 
days,  it  appeared  rather  as  the  means  that  fortune  had  used  to  raise  me  to 
some  great  post ;  for  I  reasoned  with  myself  in  this  manner :  The  partizana 
for  the  prime-minister  are  Don  Fernando  Borgio,  Father  Jerome  of  Florence, 
and,  in  particular,  Brother  Lewis  d'Aliaga,  who  owes  to  his  interest  the 
place  he  at  present  possesses  at  court.  With  the  assistance  of  these  pow- 
erful friends,  his  excellency  will  demolish  all  his  foes ;  or  perhaps  the  state 
will  soon  alter  its  appearance :  his  majesty  is  very  sickly ;  and  as  soon  as 
he  shall  be  no  more,  the  prince  his  son  will  begin  his  reign  by  recalling  the 
Count  de  Lemos,  who  will  immediately  release  me  from  this  place,  and 
present  me  to  the  new  monarch,  who  will  load  me  with  favours.  Thus^ 
already  elevated  with  future  pleasures,  I  scarcely  felt  my  present  misfortune  ; 
but  I  believe  the  two  bags  of  doubloons,  which  my  secretary  told  me  he  had 
deposited  with  the  goldsmith,  contributed,  as  much  as  this  hope,  to  the 
sudden  change  of  my  disposition. 

I  was  too  well  satisfied  with  the  zeal  and  integrity  of  Scipio  to  be  silent 
on  that  subject ;  I  offered  him  the  half  of  the  money  which  he  had  preser- 
ved firom  the  pillage ;  but  this  he  refused :  *'  I  expect,"  said  he,  *' another 
mark  of  acknowledgement.**  As  much  surprised  at  his  discourse  as  at  his 
reftisal,  I  asked  what  I  could  do  for  him.  "  Don't  let  us  part,"  answered 
he ;  "  allow  me  to  attach  my  fortune  to  yours :  I  have  a  friendship  for  you 
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wbiohl  never  full  for  any  other  muter,'— "And  I  oan  usnre  thee,  child," 
■aid  I,  "  there  ia  no  lore  lost ;  the  very  first  moment  thou  earnest  to  offer 
thy  wrrioe,  I  waa  pleaaed  with  thy  appearance.  We  must  have  bora  under 
the  Balance,  or  Qvmini,  which  are  said  to  be  the  two  constellations  that 
unite  the  fHeodstip  of  men.  I  willingly  aocept  tha  eooiety  thoa  hast  pro- 
posed ;  and  will  begin  it,  by  entreating  thekeeper  to  shut  thee  up  with  me 
in  this  tower." — "  Nothing  can  gire  me  more  pkaaure,"  ortad  he :  "  you 
anticipate  my  desire.  I  was  just  going  to  conjure  you  to  aak  that  favoac 
of  him :  year  company  ia  dearer  to  me  than  liberty  itself.  I  will  only 
sometimes  go  to  Madrid  on  the  soont,  and  see  if  some  ohsnge  may  not  hare 
happened  at  oonrt  which  can  be  favourable  to  you :  bo  that  ia  me  yon  will 
enjoy  at  onee  a  eonfidant,  oonrier,  and  spy-" 

These  advaotagea  were  too  ooosiderable  to  be  rejected ;  I  therefore  kept 
aloDgwith  me  aperaon  BO  useful,  with  Hiepermissiaa  of  the  oblig^gkeepetv 
who  oould  not  refuse  me  such  an  apeeable  oonsolatioiu 
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y  it  lie  usually  obaemd,  th&t  wo  hare  no 
'  greater  enemies  than  oar  domestica,  it  muat 
likewise  be  owned  that,  when  they  happen 
to  be  &itliful  and  affectionate,  they  an  onr 
best  fiienda.  After  the  nal  that  Bd^o 
had  manifeated,  I  oonld  not  look  upon  hia 
bnt  ss  another  self.  There  waa,  therefare* 
^  no  nton  subordination  between  Oil  Bka 
I  and  his  seoretary;  no  mora  oecvmony; 
tJiej  lodged  together  in  the  aama  nom* 
'  Qong  the  same  table  and  bad. 
There  vas  «  great  deal  of  gaiety  in  Soipio'i  oonvarsadon ;  he  might 
have  been  justly  sumamed  the  good-hunioBred  lad ;  beaide^  ha  had  a 
good  head,  and  I  profited  by  his  advioe.  "Friend,"  said  I  to  him  oae 
day,  "  methinka  it  would  be  no  bad  scheme  for  me  to  write  to  the  Doka 
of  Lerma ;  this  oould  produce  no  bad  effect :  what  ia  tiiy  o[unioD  at  tbs 
matter?"— "Tes;  but,"  answered  he,  "the  great  are  so  different  frooi 
tbemaelTea,  at  different  timea,  that  I  don't  know  how  yonr  letter  will  b« 
reoeired :  nevertheleaa,  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  should  write.  In  the 
mean  time,  although  the  minister  loves  yon,  you  must  not  trUBt  to  hi* 
friendship  for  being  remembered  by  him:  these  kind  of  patrons  eaailf 
foiget  those  who  are  out  of  sight  or  hearing," 

Although  this  was  bat  too  true,  I  replied,  "  I  judge  more  foToaraUy 
of  my  patron,  to  whose  kindness  for  me  I  am  no  stranger :  I  am  persuadod 
that  he  pities  my  affliction,  which  inoeesantly  [ueaents  itself  to  his  mind : 
he,  probably,  waits  until  the  king's  wrath  shall  subside^  before  he  takta 
me  oat  of  pnson."— "  In  good  time '. "  he  resumed ;  "  I  wish  yonr  opinion 
of  hia  exoelleaoj  may  be  right :  implore  his  asustanoe  then,   by  a  Teiy 
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moTing  letter,  which  I  will  cany  to  him ;  and  I  promise  to  deliyer  it  into 
his  own  hand." 

I  immediately  called  for  paperandink^  and  composed  a  morsel  of  eloquence, 
which  Sdpio  thought  yery  pathetic^  and  Tordesillas  preferred  even  to  the 
homilies  of  the  Archbishop  of  Grenada. 

I  flattered  myself  that  the  Duke  of  Lerma  would  be  moved  with  com* 
passion,  on  reading  the  melancholy  account  which  I  gave  him  of  the 
miserable  condition  in  which  I  was,  and  in  that  confidence  despatched  my 
courier :  who  no  sooner  arrived  at  Madrid,  than  he  went  to  the  minister's 
house,  and  met  a  valet  de  chambre  of  my  acquaintance,  who  procured  for 
him  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  duke.  "My  lord,"  said  Scipio, 
presenting  to  his  excellency  the  packet  with  which  he  was  intrusted,  "  one 
of  your  most  ^thfnl  servants,  stretched  upon  straw,  in  a  dismal  dungeon 
of  the  tower  of  Segovia,  most  humbly  entreats  your  grace  to  read  this  letter, 
which  a  turnkey,  out  of  pity,  gave  him  liberty  and  means  to  write."  The 
minister  opened  and  perused  the  letter :  but  although  he  beheld  in  it  a 
picture  capable  of  melting  the  most  obdurate  soul,  far  from  seeming  a£fected 
at  my  distress,  he  raised  his  voice,  and,  in  the  hearing  of  several  persons 
present,  said  to  the  courier,  with  a  furious  air :  ''  Friend,  tell  SantiUane^ 
that  he  has  a  great  deal  of  assurance  to  address  himself  to  me,  after  the 
unworthy  action  he  has  committed,  and  for  which  he  is  so  justly  chastised. 
He  is  a  wretch  who  must  not  depend  upon  my  protection ;  for  I  abandon 
him  to  the  resentment  of  the  king." 

Scipio,  in  spite  of  all  his  effrontery,  was  disconcerted  at  this  discourse ; 
but,  notwithstanding  his  confusion,  endeavoured  to  intercede  for  me.  "  My 
lord,''  he  resumed,  **  the  poor  prisoner  will  die  of  grief  when  he  hears  the 
answer  of  your  excellency."  The  duke  made  no  reply  to  my  mediator  but 
by  a  stem  look,  and  turned  his  back  upon  him.  It  was  thus  the  minister 
treated  me,  the  better  to  conceal  the  part  he  had  in  the  amorous  intrigue 
of  the  Prince  of  Spain :  and  this  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  all  little  agents, 
whom  noblemen  use  in  their  secret  and  dangerous  negociations. 

When  my  secretary  returned  to  Segovia,  and  made  me  acquainted  with 
the  success  of  my  commission,  I  was  replunged  into  the  dire  abyss  of 
despondency  in  which  I  found  myself  the  first  day  of  my  imprisonment. 
I  thought  myself  even  still  more  unhappy,  since  I  had  now  no  reason  to 
expect  the  protection  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma.  My  courage  sunk  apace,  and 
notwithstanding  all  that  they  could  say  to  raise  it  again,  I  became  a  prey  to 
the  most  keen  sorrow,  winch  threw  me,  by  degrees,  into  a  most  violent  fever. 

Mr.  Keeper,  who  interested  himself  in  my  preservation,  imagining  that 
he  could  not  do  better  than  call  physicians  to  my  assistance,  brought  two  to 
visit  me,  who  by  their  appearance,  seemed  zealous  ministers  of  the  goddess 
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libitina.*  "  Signor  Gfl  Bias/'  said  he,  presenting  tliem  to  me^  "  bere  uv 
two  Hippocrates'  come  to  see  you ;  they  will  set  you  afoot  again  in  a  littb 
time."  I  was  so  mach  prejudiced  against  all  manner  of  physicians,  that  I 
should  hare  certainly  giren  them  a  very  bad  reception,  had  I  been  in  the 
least  desirous  of  living :  but  at  that  time  I  felt  myself  so  much  tired  of  life, 
that  I  was  glad  Tordesillas  had  put  me  into  their  hands. 

*'  Signor  Caralier/'  said  one  of  these  doctors  to  me,  *'in  the  first  place 
you  must  repose  an  entire  confidence  in  our  skill." — **  I  hare  a  most  per- 
fect dependence  on  it,"  answered  I :  "with  your  assistance,  I  am  very  sure 
that,  in  a  few  days,  I  shall  be  cured  of  all  my  distempers/* — "Yes,"  he 
replied,  *'with  God's  help,  you  shall:  at  least,  we  will  do  our  endeavour  for 
that  purpose."  These  gentlemen  actually  behaved  to  a  mirad^  and  pat 
me  into  such  a  good  way,  that  I  was  visibly  posting  to  the  other  world. 
Don  Andrea,  despairing  of  my  recovery,  had  already  sent  for  a  Franciscan 
friar,  to  prepare  me  for  my  end.  The  good  father,  having  done  hb  duty, 
had  already  retired;  and  I  myself  believing  that  my  last  hour  approached, 
beckoned  Sdpio  to  the  bed-side.  "My  dear  friend,"  said  I  to  him,  with 
a  faint  voice,  so  much  was  I  enfeebled  by  the  medicines  I  had  taken,  and  the 
bleedings  I  had  underi;;one,  "  I  leave  to  thee  one  of  the  bags  which  are  at 
Gkibriel's  house,  and  conjure  thee  to  carry  the  other  into  the  Asturias  to 
my  father  and  mother,  who  must  have  great  occasion  for  it,  if  they  be  still 
alive.  But,  alas  I  I  fear  they  could  not  bear  up  against  my.  ingratitude : 
the  report  which,  doubtless,  Muscada  made  to  them  of  my  hard  heartednesa 
has,  perhaps,  occasioned  their  death.  If  heaven  hath  preserved  them,  in 
spite  of  the  indifference  with  which  I  requited  their  affection,  give  them  the 
bag  of  doubloons,  and  beg  them,  from  me,  to  pardon  my  unnatural  beha- 
viour. If  they  are  no  more,  I  charge  thee  to  employ  the  money  in  causing 
prayers  to  be  put  up  for  the  repose  of  their  souls  and  mine."  So  saying,  I 
stretched  out  my  hand,  which  he  bathed  with  his  tears,  without  being  able 
to  answer  one  word :  so  much  was  the  poor  young  man  afflicted  at  the 
prospect  of  losing  me.  This  proves  that  the  tears  of  an  heir  are  not  always 
the  tears  of  joy  disguised. 

I  lay  thus  in  expectation  of  my  exit ;  but  I  was  balked.  My  doctors, 
having  abandoned  me,  left  the  field  free  to  nature*  I  was  saved  by  their 
desertion.  The  fever,  which,  according  to  their  prognostic^  waa  to  cany 
me  off*,  quitted  me  immediately,  as  if  it  intended  to  give  them  the  lie.  I 
recovered  gradually ;  and,  by  the  greatest  good  luck  in  the  world,  a  per- 
fect tranquillity  of  mind  was  the  fruit  of  my  disease.  I  then  had  no  need 
of  consolation :  I  entertained  for  riches  and  honour  all  the  contempt  which 
the  opinion  of  approaching  death  had  made  me  conceive :  and  now  restmed 

*  The  goddeM  who  preside!  over  fimerali. 


u  it  were,  fo  myKlf,  bleated  in;  misfortune.  I  thanked  Heaven  for  it,  aa 
for  a  partionlat  fayonr,  and  flrmlf  reaolred  nerer  to  return  to  court,  even  if 
the  Dake  of  Lerma  ahould  recall  me.  I  propoaed  rather,  if  ever  t  ahonli 
be  releaaed,  to  porchsse  a  oottage,  and  live  in  it  like  a  philosopher. 


Uij  confidant  approred  of  107  design,  and  told  me,  tliat,  in  order  to 
hasten  the  execution  of  it,  he  intended  to  go  and  solicit  nt;  enlargement 
at  JIadrid.  "  There  is  a  thing  come  into  my  head,"  added  he :  '^J  know 
a  person  vho  can  serve  you.  She  is  the  favonrite  waiting-woman  of  the 
prinoe'a  none,  and  a  girl  of  nnderstanding.  I  will  make  her  apply  to  her 
mistreaa  in  jonr  behalf ;  and  will  attempt  ererTthing  to  get  you  out  of  this 
tower,  which  is  stall  a  prison,  notwithatanding  the  good  treatment  yoa 
reoeive  in  it."— "Thon  artin  the  right,"  answered  I, "  go,  my  friend,  and 
begin  this  negotiation  without  loss  of  time.  Wonld  to  Heavaii  we  were 
already  in  oni  retreat !  " 
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CUAPTER  IX. 


Kirn    amuMfs    to   itAMiD  xXd  paoousn   tkb  mtiBUintimT   or     eit 

BLis  OH   OKBTAnr    oovnnioHi.  wau   oovui   thrt   rhs   toskthni 

WHWT    THXI    LXATI  THl     TOWl*  i 
THAT  PABSEI  BETWKBH  THBM. 


T  onee  Scdpio  set  ast  £ir  Ibdrid ;  md  T, 
in  expectation  of  Ut  ntan,  ^ylW  myself 

0  reading,  heiag  famlihed  vith  more  boob 
^Jt    than  I  vsiit«d  by  ToHenllaa,  irlioborroved 

__      -'>3/    them  from  an  old  oommander  that  Mold  not 

V'^-<^^%_I     read,  thongh  he  had  afine  library,  to  maia- 

tain  the  appearance  of  a  literati.  I  lored,  in 

particular,  good  works  of  morality,  beeaaae 

1  fbnnd  in  them,  every  moment,  passages 
that  flattered  my  averuon  for  the  eourt,  and 

stimulated  my  inelinstion  for  solitnde. 

I  spent  three  weeks  withont  hearing  a  ayllahle  of  my  sgent>  irho  at 
length  returned,  and  said  to  me  with  a  gay  air,  "  This  time,  Signor  de 
Santillane,  I  bring  good  news.  U!adam  the  nurse  interests  herself  in  yon 
behalf.  Hei  maid,  at  my  entiea^,  in  oonrideration  of  a  hundred  pistolea 
that  I  hare  oonrigned  to  her,  has  been  so  geneRms  as  to  engage  her  to  be;; 
your  release  of  the  Prince  of  Spain ;  and  that  prinoe,  who  as  I  hare  already 
observed,  can  r^ftue  her  nothing,  has  promised  to  aik  it  of  the  kingh^ 
father.  I  am  come  hither  in  a  harry  to  apprise  you  of  it,  and  dull  retom 
Immediately  to  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  work."  So  saying,  Im  Ult 
mn,  and  went  ha<&  to  conrt 

His  third  trip  was  not  of  long  dnration.  In  cjght  days  my  man  returned 
and  told  me  that  the  prince  had,  not  withont  dlfflcolty,  obtained  my 
release.  This  piece  of  infbrmation  was  confirmed  tiie  same  day  by  Ur. 
Keeper,  who  embraced  me,  saying,  "Uy  dear  Gil  Bias,  thank  Heaven, 
you  are  ftee !  the  gates  of  this  prison  are  open  to  you ;  but  upon  two 
conditions,  which  perhaps,  will  give  you  a  great  deal  of  pain,  and  which 
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I  am  obliged  to  inform  you  of,  though  not  without  regret.  His  majesty 
forbids  you  to  appear  at  court,  and  orders  yoa  to  quit  the  kingdom  of 
Castile  in  a  month.  I  am  very  much  mortified  that  you  are  prohibited 
from  going  to  court." — '*And  I  am  oveijoyed  at  it,"  I  replied:  "God 
knows  what  my  opinion  of  it  is.  I  expected  but  one  fitvonr  from  the  kin^ 
and  I  have  receiyed  two." 

Being  assured  that  I  was  no  longer  a  prisoner,  I  hired  two  mules^  which 
my  confidant  and  I  moimted  next  day,  after  having  bid  adieu  to  Cogollos^ 
and  returned  a  thonsaad  thanks  to  Tordesillas  for  all  the  marks  of  Mendship 
I  had  received  at  his  hands.  We  set  out  merrily  for  Madrid*  to  retrieve^ 
from  the  hands  of  Signer  Gabriel,  our  two  bags,  in  each  of  which  wereftve 
hundred  doubloons.  My  associate  said  to  me  by  the  way,  "  If  we  art  not 
rich  enough  to  buy  a  magnificent  estate  we  can,  at  least,  purchase  a  com* 
modbus  one."— -"So  we  had  a  little  hut,"  answered  I,  "I  should  be 
satisfied  with  my  condition :  for,  though  I  am  scarcely  in  the  middle  of 
my  career,  I  feel  myself  quite  detached  from  the  world;  and  intend,  for  the 
future,  to  live  for  myself  alone.  Besides,  I  must  tell  thee,  I  have  formed 
an  enchanting  idea  of  a  country  life,  the  pleasures  of  which  I  enjoy  in  anti- 
cipation. Methinks  I  already  behold  the  enamelled  meads,  hear  the 
nightingales  sing^  and  the  brooks  mvrmur.  Sometimes  I  divert  myself  in 
huntings  and  sometimes  in  fishing.  Imagine  to  thyself,  my  friend,  all  the 
difierent  pleasures  that  await  us  in  solitude,  and  thou  wilt  be  as  much  charmed 
with  it  as  I  am.  With  regard  to  eating,  the  most  simple  nourishment  is  the 
best.  A  morsel  of  bread  may  satisfy  us  when  we  are  hungry,  and  the 
appetite  with  which  we  eat  it  will  make  us  think  it  excellent  food.  The 
pleasure  does  not  consist  m  the  quality  of  exquisite  dishes,  but  centres 
whoUy  in  ourselves ;  and  this  is  so  tme,  that  the  most  delicious  of  my  meals 
are  not  those  in  which  the  greatest  delicacy  and  abundance  reign.  Frugal- 
ity is  a  source  of  delight,  and  wooderfjilly  conducive  to  health." 

."  By  your  leave,  Signer  Gil  Bias,"  said  my  secretary,  interrupting  me, 
"I  am  not  altogether  of  your  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  pretended 
frugality  you  praise  so  much.  Why  should  we  live  like  Diogenes  f  If  we 
indulge  our  appetites  a  little,  we  shall  not  find  ourselves  a  bit  the  worse 
for  it.  Take  my  advice,  and  since  we  have,  thank  God,  wherewithal  to 
render  our  retreat  agreeable,  let  us  not  make  it  the  habitation  of  hunger  and 
poverty.  As  soon  as  we  shall  have  got  possession  of  our  land,  we  must 
fortify  our  house  with  good  wines,  and  all  other  provisions  suitable  to  people 
of  taste^  who  do  not  quit  the  commerce  of  mankind  with  a  view  of  renoun- 
cing the  conveniences  of  life,  but  rather  to  enjoy  them  with  more  tranquillity. 
That  which  a  man  has  in  his  house,  says  Hesiod.  never  hurts  him :  whereas 
that  which  he  has  not,  may.  It  is  better,  adds  the  same  author,  for  a  man 
to  have  all  things  necessary  in  his  possession,  than  in  his  vrish  only." 
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"Hoir  tfaedvrill  Hr.  Sapra,"  cried  I,  "ouu  foa  t»  ]ta»w  the  Greek 
poeti?  Ha!  where  did  jon  pick  my  aeqiuintanoe  with  Heeiod!  "•■^"  In 
the  hoow  of  a  learned  man,"  ha  replied  :  "  I  lerred  a  pedantAf  Saknunea 
•ome  time.  He  wu  a  great  oommastator,  and  voald  ton  yoa  up  a  laige 
Tolnme  in  ■  twinkling,  oompoeed  of  Hebrew,  Qreek,  and  Latin  qaotatioiH, 
taken  from  books  in  hit  librery,  and  trantlated  into  Qia  Caatilian  tongne. 
Aa  I  wu  hia  amannengis,  I  retained  in  mj  memorf  a  gnat  niunber  of 
•entenoea,  aa  remarkable  aa  that  which  I  repeated." — "  If  that  be  the  oaaa," 
aaid  I,  "  four  memory  is  welt  gamiahed.  But  to  retnin  to  yonr  aohema, 
in  what  kingdom  of  Spain  do  you  think  we  ahall  eatabliah  oar  philoeophiod 
raaidenoe  ? "— "  I  vote  for  Arragon,"  replied  my  confidant;  "we  ahall 
there  find  charming  apots,  where  we  may  lead  a  delioiau*  life." — "  WeU," 
■aid  I,  "be  it  ao.  Let  na  fix  in  Amgon.  I  consent  to  the  {ovpoeal; 
and  I  wish  we  may  there  find  a  place  of  aboda,  that  will  afford  all  the 
pleasorea  with  which  I  feast  my  imagination." 


.  BBt  Te  arrired  at  tf  edrid,  we  alighted  at  a 
'  small  hcnue,  vliere  Scipio  had  lodged  in  his 
!  expeditiotu ;  and  the  first  thing  we  did,  was 
1  to  repair  to  Salero,  in  order  to  Tetriere  our 
donblona.  He  gave  ut  a  Teiy  dvil  recep- 
i  tioa,  aad  expressed  a  gdod  deal  of  joj  in 
tng  me  at  liberty.  "I  protest  to  you," 
said  he,  "  I  was  eo  much  affected  with  yonr 
^  misfbitone,  that  I  oonceived  a  diignst  at  all 
,  alliances  with  courtiers,  their  fortunes  are  so 
QDcertun ;  and  therefore  gave  my  daughter  Oabriela  in  marriage  to  a 
wealthy  merchant." — "  Ton  were  in  the  right,"  answered  I :  "  ibr  besideB 
that  this  mat«h  ia  more  eolid,  a  citiien  who  marries  his  daughter  to  a 
man  of  quality,  has  not  always  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  monsieur  his  son- 
in-law." 

Then  shiAing  the  subject,  and  coming  to  the  purpose,  "  Signer  Cbbriel," 
added  I,  "  be  so  good,  if  yon  please,  to  deliver  the  two  thousand  pietoles, 
which — " — "  Tour  money  is  ready  for  you,"  said  the  goldsmith,  interrupting 
me ;  and  conducting tis  into  Ms  closet,  showed  as  the  two  bags,  with  notea 
upon  them,  containing  these  words :  "  These  bags  of  doublons  belong  to 
Signor  Oil  Bias  de  Santillane."  "  There  they  are,"  said  be,  "  just  as  they 
were  committed  to  my  care."   ~ 

I  thanked  Salero  for  the  service  he  had  done  me ;  and  very  well  consoled 
for  the  loss  of  his  daughter,  carried  the  bsfts  home,  were  we  began  to 
examine  our  double  pistoka.  !I^e  tale  was  just,  after  having  deducted 
about  fifty  which  had  been  employed  to  procure  my  enlargement  Our  sole 
study  DOW  was  to  put  oureelves  in  a  condition  to  depart  for  Arragon,     My 
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Kontery  ondartook  to  buy  acbaiw  and  tvo  mvLm,  aai  I  pMrUad  onr- 
setret  with  clothes  and  liaea.  WhOe  I  tm  going  ^m  one  place  to  uiotber 
in  the  streets,  bargaining  for  what  I  wanted,  I  met  Baron  Steinbach,  than 
officer  of  the  Oerman  gouda  in  whose  faoose  Don  Alphonao  had  been 
brou^t  up. 


I  sainted  that  oaralier  who  knowing  me  alao  oame  and  embraced  me 
vitb  great  affection  I  am  extremelj  glad,  said  I  to  him,  to  aeo 
TOOT  lordship  ut  such  good  health  and  to  find  at  the  aame  time  aa 
opfortnnity  of  heanng  of  Don  Csaar  and  Don  Alphonso  ds  Lerjtu" — "  I 
can  give  yoa  a  certain  ac43oant  of  them  both,  answered  he,  for  thejr 
are  now  aotoally  at  Uudrid,  and  lodge  in  mj  honse.  About  three  months 
ago  they  came  to  town  to  tliank  his '  ro^eaty  for  a  post  which  Don 
Alphonso  baa  received,  in  considwadon  of  the  services  which-  his  ancestcam 
had  done  the  state.    He  is  made  governor  of  the  uty  of  Yalencda,  without 
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Asni^  asked  the  place,  or  ereD  deamd  any  body  to  eolioit  for  bim. 
Nothing  can  be  more  geneioas :  and  this  diows  that  oar  monarch  delights  in 
reoompenaing  valour." 

Though  I  knew  much  better  than  the  Baron  de  Steinbadi  what  the  true 
motive  was,  I  did  not  seem  to  know  any  thing  of  the  matter ;  bat  expressed 
such  a  yehement  desire  to  salnte  my  old  masters,  that,  in  order  to  satisfy 
me,  he  carried  me  home  with  him  immediately.  I  was  carious  to  try  Don 
Alphonso,  and  jndge,  by  the  reception  I  should  meet  with  from  him  idiether 
or  no  he  had  any  remains  of  affection  for  me.  I  found  him  in  a  hall, 
playing  at  chess  with  the  baroness ;  and  as  soon  as  he  peroeiyed  me,  he 
quitted  the  game,  got  up,  and  adyancing  towards  me  with  transport,  pressed 
my  head  within  his  arms,  saying,  with  marks  of  real  joy,  ^' Santillaue,  have 
I  found  you  again  I  I  am  overjoyed  at  meeting  with  you  1  it  was  not  my 
fault  that  ever  we  parted :  for  I  desired  you,  if  you  remember,  not  to  leave 
the  Castle  of  Levya.  Ton  had  no  regard  to  my  request ;  but  I  am  for 
firom  being  angry  with  yon  on  that  account.  I  am  even  beholden  to  you 
lor  the  motive  of  your  retreat.  But,  since  that  time,  you  ought  to  have 
let  me  hear  from  you,  and  spared  me  the  trouble  of  sending  in  vain  to 
find  you  at  Grenada,  where  Don  Fernando^  my  brother-in-law,  wrote  me 
you  was." 

After  this  gentle  reproach,  he  continued,  ''Tell  me  what  your  business 
is  at  Madrid.  You  have,  I  suppose,  some  employment  here  I  Be  assured 
that  I  share  as  much  as  ever  in  what  concerns  you.'* — *' Signer,*'  answered 
I,  ''something  less  than  four  months  ago  I  filled  a  pretty  considerable 
post  at  court  having  had  the  honour  to  be  secretary  and  confidant  to 
the  Duke  of  Lerma." — *'Ib  it  possible!"  cried  Don  Alphonso,  with 
extreme  astonishment,  "what!  was  you  in  the  confidence  of  the  prime 
minister?" — '' I  gained  his  favour,"  said  I,  ''and  lost  it  in  the  manner 
you  shall  hear."  I  then  recounted  the  whole  story,  and  ended  my  narra- 
tion with  the  resolution  I  had  taken  to  buy,  with  the  slender  remains  of 
my  past  prosperity,  a  cottage,  in  which  I  proposed  to  lead  a  retired  life. 
The  son  of  Don  Caesar,  having  listened  very  attentively,  replied,  "  My 
dear  Gil  Bias,  you  know  I  always  loved  you.  Tou  shall  be  the  sport  of 
Fortune  no  more.  I  will  deliver  you  ficom  her  power,  by  making  you 
master  of  an  estate  which  she  cannot  deprive  you  of.  Since  you  design  to 
live  in  the  oountiy,  I  bestow  open  you  a  small  farm,  which  we  have  hard 
by  Liriaa,  about  four  leagues  from  Valencia.  Tou  know  the  place,  and  it 
is  a  present  which  we  are  in  a  condition  to  make,  without  incommoding 
ourselves  in  the  least.  I  dare  answer  for  my  ikther'^  consent,  and  know 
that  it  will  give  great  pleasure  to  Seraphina.** 

I  threw  myself  al  the  feet  of  Don  Alphonso,  who  immediately  raised 
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me  ap.  I  kissed  his  hand,  and  more  charmed  with  the  goodness  of  his 
heart  than  the  ralue  of  his  favour,  "Signor/'  said  I,  "yomr  hehanrioor 
enchants  me.  Hie  present  which  you  make  is  the  more  agreeable,  as  it 
precedes  the  knowledge  of  a  piece  of  service  which  I  did  you ;  and  I 
would  rather  owe  it  to  your  generosity  than  to  your  ackno^edgment." 
My  governor  was  a  little  surprised  at  my  discourse,  and  did  not  fail  to  aak 
what  this  pretended  service  was.  I  told  him ;  and  the  information  re- 
doubled his  surprise.  He,  as  well  as  the  Baron  de  Steinbach,  was  far 
fiom  thinking  that  the  government  of  the  dty  of  Valencia  had  been 
bestowed  upon  him  hy  my  interest.  Nevertheless,  as  he  could  not  donbt 
my  veracity,  "  Gil  Blas»"  said  he,  *'  since  I  owe  my  post  to  you,  I  don't 
intend  to  confine  my  gratitude  to  the  little  farm  of  Lirias ;  I  will  give  you 
along  with  it  two  thousand  ducats  yearly." 

"Halt  there,  Signor  Alphonso,*'  said  I,  "interrupting  him,  "don't 
awake  my  avarice.  I  have  tod  well  experienced,  that  riches  serve  only 
to  corrupt  my  morals.  I  accept  with  all  my  heart,  your  fiirm  of  lirias, 
where  I  will  live  comfortably,  with  the  money  which  I  have  already  in  mj 
possession.  But  that  is  sufficient ;  and  far  from  desiring  more,  I  would 
rather  consent  to  lose  the  superfluity  of  what  I  possess.  Riches  are  a 
burden  to  one  in  retirement,  who  seeks  only  to  enjoy  quiet." 

While  we  conversed  in  this  manner,  Don  Csesar  coming  in,  expressed 
as  much  joy  at  seeing  me  as  his  son  had  done  before;  and  when  he 
understood  the  obligation  which  his  fiunily  lay  under  to  me,  he  pressed 
me  to  accept  the  annuity,  which  I  again  refused.  In  short,  the  father  and 
son  carried  me  instantly  to  a  notary's  house,  where  they  caused  a  deed  of 
gift  to  be  made  out,  and  signed  it  with  more  pleasure  than  they  would 
have  felt  in  signing  a  deed  to  their  own  advantage.  When  it  vras  executed, 
they  put  it  into  my  hand,  saying,  the  farm  of  Lirias  was  no  longer  theirs, 
and  that  I  might  go  and  take  possession  of  it  when  I  would.  They  then 
went  back  to  the  house  of  the  Baron  de  Steinbach ;  and  I  flew  to  our 
lodgings,  where  my  secretary  was  ravished  with  admiration  when  I  informed 
him  we  had  an  estate  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  and  recounted  in  what 
manner  I  had  made  this  acquisition.  "  How  much,*'  said  he,  "  may  this 
small  dominion  be  worth  7" — *'  Five  hundred  ducats  per  annum,"  I  replied ; 
"and  I  can  assure  thee  it  is  a  lovely  solitude,  which  I  know  perfectly  well, 
having  been  there  several  times,  in  quality  of  steward  to  the  lords  of 
Levya.  It  is  a  small  house  on  the  borders  of  the  Guadalquiver,  in  a  ham- 
let of  five  or  six  houses,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  charming  country.'* 

"  What  pleases  me  still  more  in  it,*'  cried  Scipio,  "  is,  that  we  shall  have 
fine  venison,  with  wine  of  Benicario,  and  excellent  muscadine.  Come^ 
master,  let  us  make  haste  to  quit  the  world,  and  gain  our  hermitage.'* 


"  I  long  aa  much  u  thou  doM  to  be  th^v,"  I  leplied,  "  but  I  must  firat 
make  a  tout  to  the  Astuiiai.  i^  paienta  are  there  in  no  very  agreeable 
eituatioB ;  and  I  intend  to  conduct  them  to  lAtua,  where  they  will  pass  the 
remainder  of  their  days  in  quiet  Heaven,  perhaps,  haa  granted  me  this 
asylom,  on  purpose  to  receive  them,  and  would  punish  me,  if  I  foiled  in  my 
duty."  Scipto  i^tptoved  very  much  of  my  design,  and  even  excited  me  to 
put  it  into  executjon.  " Let  us  lose  no  time,"  said  he ;  "I  have  already 
eecoied  a  diaise ;  let  as  buy  mules  immediately  and  set  out  lor  Oviedo."— 
"  Yes,  my  firiend,"  I  replied,  "  let  us  d^art  as  soon  as  we  can.  I  think 
it  my  indispensable  duty  to  share  the  sweets  of  my  retirement  with  the 
authors  of  my  being.  Out  journey  will  not  be  long.  We  shall  soon  see 
ourselves  settled  in  our  handet;  where,  when  I  arrive,  I  will  write  over 
the  door  of  my  house  these  two  Latin  verses,  in  letters  of  gold  :— 

lavcni  portum.    fipei  et  fortuDs  valetc. 
Sat  me  huisti^  ludite  nunc  alios. 


-S'-^    ,-^  '•J^V 
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an,  BLiB  SKIS  OUT  tot  ASTUBIIS:  PASSM  TB»0OaH  TA1.I.ADOI.1D, 
WH«B1  HB  TIBITB  HU  OLD  MilTEB,  DOCTOB  BANOSIDO.  AMD  M1»T» 
BY   XCCll»NT    WITH   SIOMOB   MANUEL  ORDOMMEZ,  DIRBCTOK  OF  IBB 

HOSPITAL. 


BILE  I  was  getting  ready  for  my  depniiore 
from  Madrid,  with  Scipio,  on  my  jonmey. 
to  the  Asturias,  Pope  Paul  the  Fifth  named 
I  the  Duke  of  Lerma  to  the  cardinalship. 
This  pope  being  desirous  of  establishing 
the  inquisition  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
invested  that  minister  with  the  purple,  that 
he  might  engage  him  to  make  King  Pliilip 
■  consent  to  such  a  laudable  deaign.  All 
those  who  were  well  acquainted  ^ritb  this 

new  member  of  the  aacred  college,  thought,  like  me,  that  the  church  had 

made  a  Gne  acquisition. 
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Sdpio,  who  would  rather  have  seen  me  in  a  briHiant  post  at  court,  than 
buried  in  solitude,  advised  me  to  present  myself  before  the  cardinal: 
'^Perhaps,"  aaid  he,  **  his  eminence,  seeing  you  out  of  prison  &y  the  king's 
order,  will  think  it  unnecessary  to  appear  any  longer  irritated  against  you, 
and  take  you  into  his  service  again." — *'Mr.  Scipio,"  answered  I,  ^'you 
seem  to  have  forgotten  that  I  obtained  my  liberty  on  condition  that  I  should 
quit  the  two  Castiles  immediately.  Besides,  do  you  think  me  already 
disgusted  with  my  castle  of  Lirias  ?  I  have  told  you  once,  and  now  repeat 
it,  that  if  the  Duke  of  Lerma  would  restore  me  to  his  good  graces,  and 
even  offer  me  the  place  of  Don  Rodrigo  de  Galderona,  I  would  refuse  it. 
My  resolution  is  taken.  I  will  go  in  quest  of  my  parents  at  Oviedo,  and 
retire  with  them  to  Valencia.  As  for  thee,  my  friend,  if  thou  repentest  of 
having  joined  thy  fortune  to  mine,  speak ;  I  am  ready  to  give  thee  one  half 
of  my  money,  and  thou  mayest  stay  at  Madrid  and  push  thy  fortune  as  far 
as  it  will  go.*' 

^*  How !"  replied  my  secretary,  nettled  at  my  words,  "can  you  suspect 
me  of  having  any  repugnance  to  follow  you  to  your  retreat  7  my  zeal  and 
attachment  are  injured  by  your  suspicion.  What!  Scipio^  thy  faithful 
servant,  who,  to  share  your  affliction,  would  have  willingly  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days  with  you  in  the  tower  of  Segovia !  shall  he  feel  any 
regret  at  accompanying  you  to  an  abode  that  promises  him  a  thousand 
pleasures?  No,  no,  i  have  no  desire  of  dissuading  you  from  your  resolu- 
tion. I  must  own  I  was  a  little  mischievous,  when  I  advised  you  to  show 
yourself  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma :  I  wanted  to  sound  you,  that  I  might  know 
if  some  seeds  of  ambition  did  not  still  remain  in  your  breast.  Well  then, 
since  you  are  so  much  detached  from  pomp  and  grandeur,  let  us  abandon 
the  court  immediately,  to  go  and  enjoy  those  innocent  and  delicious  plea- 
sures, of  which  we  have  formed  such  charming  ideas."  We  actually  set 
out  in  a  few  days,  mounted  together  in  a  chaise  drawn  by  two  good  mules, 
and  conducted  by  a  young  man  with  whom  I  thought  proper  to  augment 
my  train.  We  lay  the  first  night  at  Aloala  de  Henales,  and  the  second  at 
Segovia;  from  whence  (without  staying  to  visit  the  generous  keeper 
Tordesillas)  we  got  to  Penafiel,  on  the  Douro ;  and  next  day  to  Vallodolid.'* 
At  sight  of  this  last  place,  I  could  not  help  heaving  a  profound  sigh ;  and 
my  companion,  who  perceived  it,  asking  the  cause :  '*  Child,"  said  I,  '*  I 
practised  physic  a  long  time  in  this  city,  and  my  conscience  upbraids  me 
with  it  this  moment.     Methinks  all  the  sick  people  whom  I  killed  come 

*  YaDadoUd  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  of  Old  Castile,  situated  on  the 
tmall  river  Etcueva,  which  divides  it  in  two,  and  over  which  is  a  handsome  stone 
bridge  of  ten  or  twelve  arches.  In  this  place  is  an  university,  and  no  less  than 
seventy  convents,  one  of  which  is  the  king's  pnlace,  very  much  embellished  by  Philip 
the  Fourth. 
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out  of  their  tombs,  and  seem  ready  to  tear  me  to  pieces." — **  What  a  faney 
is  this  r*  said  my  secretary;  **  truly,  Bignor  de  SaotiUane,  yon  are  too  good* 
Why  should  yoa  repent  of  haying  hiboored  in  your  Tocatknif  Observe 
the  oldest  physicians,  do  they  feel  any  sneh  remorse  7  No,  sore:  they  still  go 
on  in  their  old  course,  with  the  utmost  tranquillity,  throwing  the  bkme  of 
a}l  fatal  accidents  on  nature,  and  claiming  honour  fix>m  every  lucky  event.*^ 

^'True,**  said  I,  <*  Doctor  Sangrado,  whose  method  I  fidthfuUy  Mowed» 
was  a  man  of  that  character.  Though  he  saw  twenty  people  die  daily 
under  his  hands,  he  was  so  well  convinced  of  the  excellence  of  bleeding 
in  the  arm,  and  plentiful  draughts  of  warm  water,  which  he  called  his  two 
specifics  in  all  hinds  of  distempers,  that,  instead  of  suspecting  his  remedies, 
he  believed  diat  his  patients  died  because  they  had  not  drank  and  been 
bled  enough.*'-— "Egad !"  cried  Scipio»  burstii^  into  a  loud  laog^,  ''this 
must  be  an  incomparable  person !" — "  If  thou  hast  any  curiosity  to  see 
and  hear  him,"  said  I,  "  thou  majest  satisfy  it  to-morrow  mornings 
provided  Sangrado  be  stUl  alive,  and  at  Yalladolid,  whidk  I  can  scarce 
believe,  for  he  was  very  old  when  I  left  him,  and  that  hi^pened  a  good 
many  years  ago." 

Our  first  care  when  we  arrived  at  oar  inn,  was  to  in^ire  about  the 
doctor,  who  we  learned  was  not  yet  dead ;  but  being  too  old  to  visit 
patients,  or  move  about,  he  had  given  place  to  three  or  four  doctors^  who 
had  acquired  reputation  by  a  new  method  of  practice,  wbidi  did  not  succeed 
a  whit  better  than  his.  We  resolved  to  stay  all  next  day  at  Yalladolid,  as 
well  to  rest  our  horses  as  to  visit  Signer  Sangrado,  to  whose  house  we 
repaired  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  found  him  sitting  in  an  easy 
chair,  with  a  book  in  his  hand.  As  soon  as  he  perceived  us,  he  got  up, 
and  coming  towards  me,  with  a  firm  step,  considering  his  ag^  which  was 
seventy,  asked  our  business  with  him.  **  Mr.  Doctor,"  said  I  to  him» 
''  don't  you  recollect  me  ?  I  have  the  honour  to  be  one  of  your  disciplea. 
Don't  you  remember  a  young  man  called  Gil  Bias,  who  formeriy  lived  in 
your  houses  aad  was  your  deputy?" — ''What I  is  it  you,  Bantillaner' 
answered  he,  embracing  me ;  "I  should  not  have  known  you  again.  I  am 
very  glad  to  see  you.  What  have  you  been  doing  since  you  left  me?  Yoii 
have  doubtless  practised  physic  all  along?"-— "I  was  indeed,"  said  1* 
"  sufficiently  inclined  to  that  profession,  which,  however,  some  strong  reft> 
sons  have  hindered  me  from  exercising." 

'*  So  much  the  worse,"  replied  Sangrado.  "  With  the  principles  whicfa 
you  imbibed  from  me,  you  would  have  become  an  expert  physician,  provided 
Heaven  had  given  you  grace  to  preserve  yourself  from  the  dangerous  love 
of  chemistry.  Ah !  my  son  !"  continued  he,  with  an  air  of  sorrow,  "  What 
a  change  has  happened  in  physic  within  these  few  years  !   That  art  is  robbed 


of  all  its  honour  and  dignity ,  that  art,  which  in  all  times  h:ith  regarded 
the  life  of  man,  ia  noiv  a  prey  to  rashnens,  presumption,  and  empirics;  for 
tiieir  acliunfi  spealt,  and  in  a  little  time  the  very  Btones  will  cry  aloud  against 
the  cabals  of  these  new  practitioneto,  '  Lapidea  clamabunt ! '  There  are  in 
this  cily  physicians  (or  Euch  as  call  themaelres  so)  who  are  yoked  to  the 
triumphal  car  of  antimony, 'Cumistriamphaliaantimonii;'  truants  from  the 
school  of  Paracelsus,  adorers  of  kermes,  accidental  curers,  who  make  the 
whole  science  of  medecine  consist  in  knowing  how  to  prepare  chemical 
drugs.  What  shall  I  tell  you  !  cTeryihing  is  turned  topsy-turvy  m  their 
method.  Bleeding  at  the  foot,  for  example,  hitherto  so  seldom  practised 
is  now  almost  the  only  evacuation  in  use.  Those  purgatives,  which  were 
formerly  gcctle  and  benign,  are  now  changed  for  emetics  and  kermes.  The 
whole  is  a  mere  chaos,  where  each  does  what  he  thinks  proper,  transgres^ 
sing  those  bounds  of  order  and  sagacity  which  our  ancient  masters  had 
so  wisely  prescribed." 

Whatever  inclination  I  had  to  laugh  at  such  a  comical  declamation,  I 
had  power  to  resist  it.     I  did  more  :  I  exclaimed  agunst  kermes,  without 
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knowing  what  it  was,  and  at  a  venture  wished  those  who  invented  it  at 
the  devil.  Scipio»  observing  that  I  made  myself  merry  with  this  scene, 
had  a  mind  to  act  in  it  also.  "Mr.  Doctgr,"  said  he  to  Sangrado,  "as 
I  am  grand-nephew  to  a  physician  of  the  old  school,  give  me  leave  to 
revolt  with  you  against  chemical  medicines.  My  late  grand-unde  (rest 
his  soul !)  was  such  a  wann  partizan  of  Hippocrates,  that  he  oflen  battled 
with  quacks  who  spoke  disrespectfully  of  that  prince  of  physic  True 
blood  will  always  show  itself;  I  would  willingly  perform  the  office  of 
executioner  to  those  ignorant  innovators,  of  whom  you  complain  with  such 
eloquence  and  justice.  What  disorder  must  these  wretches  create  in  dvil 
society?" 

"  That  disorder,"  repUed  the  doctor,  "is  more  extensive  than  you  imagine. 
My  having  published  a  book  against  the  robbers  of  medicine  was  of  no 
use.  On  the  contrary,  the  mischief  daily  increases.  The  surgeons,  mad 
with  the  ambition  of  acting  as  physicians,  think  themselves  sufficiently 
qualified,  when  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  give  kermes  and 
emetics,  to  which  they  add  bleeding  at  the  foot,  according  to  their  own 
fancy.  They  even  proceed  so  far,  as  to  mix  kermes  in  apoxems  and 
cordial  potions ;  and  so  they  are  on  a  par  with  your  celebrated  prescribers. 
This  contagion  has  spread  also  among  the  cloisters.  There  are  some  monks 
who  act  both  as  apothecaries  and  surgeons.  Those  apes  of  medicine  apply 
themselves  to  chemistry,  and  compose  pernicious  drugs,  with  which  they 
abridge  the  lives  of  their  reverend  fathers.  In  fine,  there  are  more  than 
sixty  monasteries  of  men  and  women  in  Valladolid;  so  you  may  judge  what 
ravage  is  made  in  them,  by  kermes  united  with  emetics,  and  blec^ling  in 
the  foot.*' — "Signor  Sangrado,"  said  I,  "you  have  reason  to  be  incensed 
against  these  poisoners.  I  groan  in  concert  with  you,  and  share  your 
alarms  for  the  lives  of  mankind,  which  are  so  manifestly  threatened  by  a 
method  so  different  from  yours.  I  am  very  much  afraid  that  chemistry  will 
one  day  occasion  the  total  ruin  of  physic :  in  the  same  manner  as  false 
money  proves  destructive  to  kingdoms.  Heaven  grant  that  the  fatal  day 
be  not  too  near  !'* 

At  this  part  of  our  conversation,  an  old  maid  servant  brought  in  for 
the  doctor  a  little  light  bread  on  a  salver,  and  a  glass  with  two  Wtlea, 
one  of  which  was  filled  with  water,  and  the  other  with  wine.  After  he 
had  eaten  a  morsel  of  .the  bread,  he  took  a  draught  of  liquor,  in  which, 
indeed,  there  were  two-thirds  of  water :  but  that  did  not  save  him  from 
the  reproach  which  he  gave  me  the  handle  to  vent  against  him.  "Ah, 
ah;"  said  I,  "Mr.  Doctor,  have  I  caught  you  in  the  fact?  You  drink 
wine  then!  You  have  always  declared  against  that  liquor;  you  who, 
during  three-fourths  of  your  life,  have  drunk  nothing  but  water.     How 
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long  have  yon  acted  so  inconsistently  with  yourself;  Yoa  cannot  excuse 
yourself  on  account  of  your  age ;  since,  in  one  part  of  your  writings,  you 
define  old  age  a  natiural  decay^  that  withers  and  consumes  us ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  that  definition,  deplore  the  ignorance  of  those  people  who 
style  wine  the  milk  of  old  men.  What,  therefore,  can  you  say  in  your  own 
justification  V* 

"You  declare  war  against  me  very  unjustly,*'  replied  the  old  physician. 
**  Had  I  drunk  pure  wine,  you  would  have  had  some  reason  to  look  upon 
me  as  an  unfaithful  observer  of  my  own  method :  but  yon  see  that  my 
wine  is  very  much  diluted." — "  Another  inconsistency,  my  dear  master," 
said  I ;  "do  not  you  remember  that  you  blamed  the  canon  Sedillo  for 
drinking  wine,  although  it  was  mixed  with  a  great  deal  of  water  f  Confess 
freely,  that  you  are  sensible  of  your  error,  and  that  wine  is  not  a  fatal 
liquor,  as  yon  advanced  in  your  works,  provided  it  be  drank  with 
moderation." 

These  words  perplexed  the  doctor,  who  could  not  deny  that  he  had 
forbidden  the  use  of  wine  in  his  books,  but  shame  and  vanity  hindered  him 
from  owning  that  my  reproach  was  just,  and  he  did  not  know  what  answer 
to  make.  To  extricate  him  out  of  this  dilemma,  I  shifted  the  discourse ; 
and,  in  a  moment  after,  took  leave  of  him,  exhorting  him  to  keep  his 
ground  still  against  the  new  practitioners.  "  Courage,  Signor  Sangrado," 
said  I  to  him.  "  be  indefatigable  in  decrying  kermes,  and  combat  against 
bleeding  in  the  foot,  without  ceasing.  If,  in  spite  of  your  zeal  and  physical 
orthodoxy,  that  empirical  race  should  succeed  in  ruining  true  discipline, 
you  will  at  least  enjoy  the  consolation  of  having  done  your  utmost  to 
maintain  it." 

As  my  secretary  and  I  returned  to  the  inn,  conversing  together  about 
the  diverting  and  original  character  of  the  doctor,  a  man  of  about  five-and- 
fifty  or  sixty  years  of  age  passed  us  in  the  street,  walking  with  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  ground,  and  a  large  rosary  in  his  hand.  I  viewed  him 
attentivelyi  and  easily  recollected  him  to  be  Signor  Manuel  Ordonnez,  that 
pious  director  of  the  hospital,  of  whom  such  honourable  mention  is  made  in 
the  first  part  of  my  memoirs.  I  accosted  him  with  great  demonstrations 
of  respect,  saying,  "  Health  to  the  venerable  and  discreet  Signor  Manuel 
Ordonnez!  the  most  proper  man  in  the  world  to  manage  the  poors' 
money."  At  these  words  he  eyed  me  narrowly,  and  answered,  that  he 
remembered  my  features,  but  could  not  recollect  the  place  where  he  had 
seen  me.  "I  was  often  at  your  house,"  siud  I,  "while  you  had  in  your 
service  a  friend  of  mine  called  Fabricio  Nunnez." — "Ah  I  1  remember  you 
now,"  answered  the  director,  with  a  satirical  smile,  by  this  token  that 
you  were  both  arch  lads,  and  played  together  many  tricks  of  youth.     Well, 
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what  is  become  ot  poor  Fabricto?  every  time  I  think  or  him  I  am  uneasy 
about  his  circumstances." 

"  M;  motive,"  said  I,  "  for  taking  the  liberty  of  stopping  you  in  the 
street,  was  to  give  you  an  account  of  him.  Pabricio  is  at  Madrid,  employed 
in  composing  miscellanies  ? "  "  What  do  you  call  miscellaities  ?  "  enquired 
he.  "  That  is."  said  I,  "  he  wiitea  in  prose  and  verse.  He  composea 
comedies  and  romances:  in  a  word,  he  is  a  young  fellow  of  geiuus, and ia 
very  well  received  in  the  best  families."  "But,"  said  the  director,  "how 
stands  he  with  his  baker?"  "  Not  quite  so  well,"  answered  I,  "as  with 
people  of  fashion  :  between  you  and  me,  I  believe  he  is  as  poor  as  Job." 
"  O  !  I  don't  at  all  doubt  it,"  cried  Ordonnez  :  "  let  him  make  his  court 
to  noblemen  as  much  as  he  pleases,  his  complaisance, flattery,  and  cringing 
will  bring  still  less  into  his  pockets  than  his  works.  Remember,  I  prophecy 
that  you  will  one  day  see  him  in  the  hospital." 

"  That  may  very  well  be,"  I  replied ;  "  poetry  has  brought  many  a 
one  to  that  catastrophe.  My  friend  Fabricio  would  have  done  much  better 
had  he  remuued  with  your  worship.     He  would  by  this  time  have  rolled 


upon  gold."— "  At  least,  he  Tonld  have  been  in  verjeasyoironmBtanoeB." 
said  Manuel.  "  I  had  a  regard  for  him,  and  woiild  have,  by  raising  bim 
from  post  to  post,  procared  a  solid  nttleinent  for  him  in  the  hospital,  had 
he  not  been  whimaical  enough  to  set  np  for  a  vit.  He  composed  a  comedy, 
which  waa  acted  by  the  players  of  thia  dty:  the  piece  aooceeded;  and  ftom 
that  moment  Ma  head  turned.  He  believed  himself  another  Lope  do  Tega; 
and  preferring  the  smoke  of  public  applause  to  the  real  adrantagea  which 
my  friendship  prepared  for  him,  demanded  his  dismission.  I  remonstrated 
in  vain,  that  he  waa  going  to  quit  the  aubatanoe  and  ran  after  the  shadow, 
loooldnot  detain  this  madman,  who  was  actuated  with  the  fury  of  writing. 
He  did  not  know  hia  own  interest^"  added  he.  "  The  young  man  who 
snooeeded  hiia  in  my  service  is  a  living  proof  of  thia.  Having  more 
judgment  and  less  understanding  than  Fabrioo,  he  applied  himself  wholly 
toUieexecntioDtrfhiaoommisaions,  and  studied  to  pleaae  me.  Accordingly, 
I  have  promoted  him  as  he  deserved,  and  he  now  actually  enjoys  two 
employments  at  the  hospital,  the  least  of  which  ia  raor«  than  suffloient  to 
maintain  an  honest  man,  eacnmbered  with  a  large  laioily. 
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•IL  sua  (Mtrmrvn  an  iovtxwt  iint  ABSirn  uri  at    otudo  ;    tbi 

OOVDITIOK     n    WHICH  HI    VomfS  BIB    PAEXJIT«;      XHB    SUTS     01     an 
XATBBB,   INO  TBI  OOXIMDIXCI  THBBIOV.     • 


H  four  (laTi  afFer  our  depirtoTe  firam  Vall^ 
dolid  we  got  to  Oviedo,  without  m^tiDg 
with  any  aoddent  tm  tharoad,  ootwith- 
atanding  tlto  proverb,  which  nya,  that 
robbcra  smell  ^  money  of  tntvellen  afar 
We  should  hare  been,  howerer,  a 
preHy  good  boofy ;  and  two  inhabitanta  of 
the  oaTem  would  haTe  been  saffldeat  to 
'  cany  off  oar  douUoona  with  eaae ;  for 
I  had  not  learned  to  grow  Tsliant  at  oonrt;  and  Bertrand,  my  mooo  de 
ntita%*  did  not  aeem  of  a  hnmoor  to  die  ia  defenoe  of  his  maatei'a  pone  : 
Soipio  waa  the  only  Hector  among  ui. 

It  being  night  when  we  arrived  in  town,  we  went  to  lodge  at  an  ion 
hard  by  the  house  of  my  nnole  the  oanou  Oil  Perei.  I  waa  willing  to 
understand  die  aituation  of  roy  parents  before  I  should  appoar  as  their  eon  ; 
and,  forthispieoeof  information,  I  could  not  apply  to  a  more  proper  person 
than  my  landlord  or  his  wife,  whom  I  knew  to  be  people  who  were  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  affuira  of  their  neighbours.  Inefieot,  thelsndlocdi 
■ftei  having  eyed  me  with  attention,  recoUeating  my  face,  cried,  "  By  SL 
Antonio  de  Padna !  thia  is  the  son  of  honeat  usher  Bias  of  Santillana." — 
"  Yea,  truly,"  aoid  hia  wife,  "  it  is  he  indeed  1  he  is  very  Uttle  altered :  itia 
tlte  aame  little  brisk  Oil  Bias,  who  bad  always  more  apirit  in  hia  heart  than 
beef  on  his  bones.  I  think  I  see  him  still  coming  to  thia  honae,  with  hia 
bottle  for  wine  to  hia  nnole'a  aupper." 

*  Hoco  de  mult^  a  mnla  driver. 


/ 
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'*Macliiin»"  said  I«  ''you  have  a  very  happy  memory:  but  pray  teU 
me  news  of  my  family ;  my  father  and  mother  are  doubtless,  in  no  very 
agreeable  situation/' — ''That  is  but  too  true/'  replied  the  landlady :  "  how 
bad  soever  you  may  think  their  condition  is,  you  cannot  cdnceiye  them  more 
distressed  than  they  are.  Gil  Perez,  honest  man,  has  lost  the  use  of  one 
half  of  his  body  by  the  palsy,  and,  in  all  appearance,  cannot  last  long : 
your  father,  who  has  liyed  of  late  with  the  canon,  has  got  a  defluxion  in 
his  breast,  or  rather  is  at  this  moment  in  the  agonies  of  death;  and 
your  mother,  though  far  from  being  well,  is  obliged  to  serve  as  a  nurse 
to  both/' 

On  this  report,  which  made  me  feel  that  I  was  a  son,  I  left  Bertrand 
with  my  equipage  at  the  inn ;  and,  attended  by  my  secretary,  who  would 
not  quit  me,  repidred  to  my  uncle's  house.  As  soon  as  I  appeared  before 
my  mother,  an  emotion,  which  I  caused  in  her,  signified  my  presence^ 
before  her  eyes  had  distinguished  my  features.  "  Son,"  said  she,  with  a 
melancholy  air,  after  she  had  embraced  me,  "  come  and  see  your  father 
breathe  his  last :  you  are  come  time  enough  to  be  struck  with  that  cruel 
spectacle."  So  saying,  she  carried  me  into  a  chamber  where  the  unfor- 
tunate Bias  of  Santillane,  lapng  on  a  bed  that  too  well  denoted  the  poverty 
of  an  usher,  drew  near  his  exit.  Though  he  was  environed  by  the  shades 
of  death,  his  senses  had  not  quite  forsaken  him.  "  My  dear  friend,"  said 
my  mother  to  him,  "  here  is  your  son  Gil  Bias,  who  begs  your  forgiveness 
for  the  sorrows  he  has  occasioned,  and  asks  your  blessing."  At  these 
words,  my  father,  opening  his  eyes,  which  death  had  begun  to  close,  fixed 
them  upon  me ;  and  observing  in  spite  of  his  own  lamentable  condition, 
that  I  was  very  much  affected  with  the  loss  of  him,  seemed  moved  at  my 
grief,  and  attempted  to  speak ;  but  had  not  strength  enough  to  utter  one 
word.  I  took  hold  of  one  of  his  hands ;  and  while  I  bathed  it  in  my 
tears,  unable  to  pronounce  a  syllable,  he  expired,  as  if  he  had  waited  for 
my  arrival  before  he  would  breathe  his  last. 

My  mother  was  too  well  prepared  for  his  death  to  be  immoderately 
afflicted  at  it ;  and  I  was,  perhaps,  more  grieved  than  she,  although  my 
father  had  never  given  me  the  least  mark  of  his  friendship  in  his  Ufe.  My 
being  his  son  was  a  sufficient  cause  for  me  to  lament  him :  besides,  I 
upbraided  myself  for  not  having  assisted  him  in  his  distress :  and,  when  I 
reflected  on  my  hard-heartedness,  I  looked  upon  myself  as  a  monster  of 
ingratitude,  or  rather  as  a  downright  parricide.  My  uncle,  whom  I  after- 
wards beheld  stretched  on  a  truckle  bed,  and  in  a  miserable  condition, 
made  me  feel  fresh  remorse.  "Unnatural  son!"  said  I  to  myself,  "con- 
template, for  thy  punishment,  the  misery  of  thy  parents.  If  thou  hadst 
given  them  a  small  share  of  the  superfluity  which  was  in  thy  possession. 
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jbeforethou  wast  imprisoned,  they  would  have  enjoyed  eonyeniences  whicli 
the  reyenue  of  the  prehend  could  not  afford ;  and,  perhaps,  thou  wouldst 
have  prolonged  the  life  of  thy  father.*' 

The  unfortunate  Gil  Perez  was  become  a  child  again,  having  lost  both 
his  memory  and  judgment.  In  vain  did  I  press  him  in  my  arms,  with 
marks  of  real  affection ;  he  seemed  insensible  of  what  I  did.  When  my 
mother  told  him  that  I  was  his  nephew  Gil  Bias,  he  looked  at  me  with  an 
unmeaning  eye,  and  made  no  answer.  Though  blood  and  gratitude  had 
not  obliged  me  to  lament  an  uncle  to  whom  I  owed  so  much,  I  could  not 
have  beheld  him  in  a  condition  so  worthy  of  pity,  without  feeling  emotions 
pf  compassion. 

All  this  time  Scipio  remained  in  a  melancholy  silence,  partook  of  my 
affection,  and,  through  friendship,  mingled  his  sighs  with  mine.  Aa  I 
concluded  that  my  mother,  after  such  a  long  absence,  wanted  to  converse 
with  me,  and  that  she  might  be  uneasy  at  the  presence  of  a  man  whom 
she  did  not  know,  I  took  him  aside,  and  said,  '*  Go,  my  child,  go,  and 
irepose  thyself  at  the  inn;  and  leave  me  here  with  my  mother,  who 
perhaps  will  think  thee  one  too  many  in  a  conversation  that  will  wholly 
turn  on  family  affairs.*'  Scipio,  rather  than  put  us  under  any  constraint, 
retired,  and  I  actually  discoursed  with  my  mother  the  best  part  of  the 
night.  We  gave  one  another  a  faithful  account  of  what  had  happened  to 
us  since  our  departure  from  Oviedo ;  she  was  minute  in  the  detail  of  those 
mortifications  she  had  suffered  in  the  families  where  she  had  been  duenna, 
fuid  told  me  an  infinite  number  of  things  on  that  subject,  whidb  I  was  glad 
my  secretary  did  not  hear,  though  he  was  entrusted  with  all  my  secrets. 
With  all  the  respect  that  I  owe  to  the  memory  of  a  mother,  I  must  own 
that  the  good  lady  was  a  little  {nrolix  in  her  narrations ;  and  she  would 
have  spared  me  three-fourths  of  her  history  had  she  suppressed  all  the 
trivial  circumstances  of  it.  She  concluded  at  length,  and  I  began  mine. 
I  passed  lightly  over  all  my  adventures ;  but  when  I  came  to  the  visit 
which  I  received  at  Madrid  from  the  son  of  Bertrand  Muscada,  the  grocer 
of  Oviedo,  I  enlarged  upon  that  incident.  **  I  own,"  said  I  to  my  mother^ 
*'  I  gave  that  young  man  a  very  bad  reception :  who,  to  be  revenged,  has 
doubtless  drawn  a  very  frightful  picture  of  me." — "  In  that  he  did  not  fail," 
answered  she :  "  he  told  us  that  he  found  you  so  proud  of  the  favour  of  the 
prime  minister,  that  you  scarce  deigned  to  recollect  him ;  and  when  he 
described  our  distress,  heard  him  with  the  utmost  indifference.  As  parents," 
added  she,  "  always  endeavour  to  find  excuses  for  the  behaviour  of  their 
children,  we  could  not  believe  that  you  had  such  a  bad  heart ;  your  arrival 
at  Oviedo  justifies  our  good  opioion  of  you,  and  your  present  sorrow 
confirms  your  apology." 
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"  You  judge  too  fayourablj  of  me/'  I  replied ;  "  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  truth  in  young  Muscada's  report ;  when  he  visited  me,  I  was  wholly 
engrossed  by  the  care  of  making  my  fortune ;  and  the  ambition  that 
possessed  me  would  not  permit  me  to  think  of  my  parents.  It  must  not 
therefore  be  wondered  at,  if,  in  this  disposition,  I  gave  an  unwelcome  recep* 
tion  to  a  man,  who,  accosting  me  rudely,  told  me,  in  a  brutal  manner, 
that  hearing  I  was  richer  than  a  Jew,  he  came  to  advise  me  to  send  you 
some  money,  of  which  you  stood  in  great  need :  he  even  reproached  my 
indifference  for  my  family  in  very  indecent  terms.  I  was  shocked  at  hia 
freedom ;  and  losing  patience,  pushed  him  by  the  shoulders  out  of  my  closet. 
I  own  I  was  to  blame  in  this  rencounter :  I  ought  to  have  reflected  that  it  was 
not  your  fault  if  the  grocer  wanted  manners ;  and.  that  his  advice  was  never 
the  worse  for  its  being  brutally  deUvered.  This  was  what!  represented  to 
myself  immediately  after  I  had  sent  Muscada  about  his  business.  My  blood 
spoke  in  your  behalf:  I  recalled  all  my  duty  to  my  parents ;  and,  blushing 
for  shame  at  having  performed  it  so  ill|  fdt  remorse,  which,  nevertheless, 
can  do  me  no  honour  with  you,  because  it  was  soon  sti^ed  by  avarice  and 
ambition ;  but  having  been  afterwards  imprisoned,  by  the  king'^  OJ;d^  in 
the  tower  of  Segovia,  I  fell  da^^^erously  ill,  and  that  happy  distemper  hath 
restored  your  son  to  you ;  yes,  it  was  my  disease  and  imprisonp^nt  thjtt 
made  nature  resume  all  her  rights,  and  entirely  detach  me  f^oiKi.  CQjurt.  -I 
now  thirst  after  solitude;  and  my  sole  ipotive  for  coming  tq:  t^e  Asturias 
was  to  entreat  you  to  share  with  me  ihfi  swj^ts  of  a  retired, life.  If  you 
don't  refuse  my  request,  I  will  conduct  you  to  an  estate  which  I  have  in 
the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  where  we  shall  live  at  our  ease.  Tou  my 
beUeve  I  intended  to  carry  my  father  thither  also ;  but  since  Heaven  hath 
ordained  it  otherwise,  let  me  have  the  satisfaction  of  enjoying  my  mother's 
company,  and  of  making  amends  to  her  for  my  past  neglect,  by  all  imagina- 
ble care.'* — "I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  laudable  intention,"  said  my 
mother,  "  and  would  go  without  hesitation,  if  I  saw  no  objection  in  the 
case  ;  but  I  will  not  leave  my  brother,  your  unde,  in  this  deplorable  con- 
dition :  and  I  am  so  much  used  to  this  country,  that  I  cannot  now  quit  it. 
However,  as  the  thing  deserves  due  consideration,  I  will  think  of  it  at 
leisure :  let  us  at  present  take  care  of  your  father's  funeral." — "  That,"  said 
I,  **  shall  be  ordered  by  the  young  man  whom  you  saw  along  with  me ;  he 
is  my  secretary,  and  has  such  zeal  and  understanding,  that  we  may  depend 
upon  his  care." 

Scarce  had  I  pronounced  these  words,  when  Scipio  returned,  it  being 
already  day ;  and  asking  if  we  had  any  occasion  for  his  service  in  our 
perplexity,  I  told  him  that  he  came  very  seasonably  to  receive  an  important 
order  which  I  had  to  give.    When  lie  knew  what  the  business  was^ 
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"Enough/'  said  he,  ''I  have  already  contrived  the  whole  eeremony* 
and  you  may  trast  to  my  discretion." — ''Beware/'  said  my  mother,  "of 
moving  a  pompons  hnrial:  it  cannot  he  too  modest  for  my  hushandy 
whom  all  the  town  knew  to  be  a  very  indigent  nsher-" — "Madam,"  replied 
8cipiq«  **  had  he  been  still  more  needy  than  he  was,  I  would  not  abate  two 
fiurthings  of  the  expense :  for  in  this  I  regard  my  master  only ;  he  baa  been 
the  duke  of  Lerma's  favourite ;  and  his  father  ought  to  be  nobly  interred/' 

I  approved  of  my  secretary's  design,  and  even  desired  him  to  spare  no 
cost :  the  remains  of  vanity  which  I  still  preserved  broke  out  on  this 
occasion :  I  flattered  myself,  that  in  being  at  a  great  expense  upon  a 
lather,  who  left  me  no  inheritance,  I  should  make  the  world  admire  mj 
generous  behaviour.  My  mother,  for  her  part,  whatever  modesty  she 
affected,  was  not  ill  pleased  to  see  her  husband  buried  in  splendour*  We 
therefore  gave  a  carte  hlandhe  to  Scipio^  who^  without  loss  of  time,  took  all 
necessary  measures  for  a  superb  funend. 

He  succeeded  but  too  well ;  and  performed  such  magnificent  obsequies, 
that  he  brought  the  whole  city  and  suburbs,  on  my  back :  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Oviedo,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  being  shocked  at  my 
ostentation.  "  This  minister,"  said  one,  is  in  a  great  hurry  to  lay  out 
money  on  his  father's  interment ;  but  he  was  in  none  to  maintain  him." — 
"He  would  have  done  better,"  sl4d  another,  "had  he  succoured  his 
father  while  he  was  alive,  than  to  honour  him  so  much  now  that  he  is 
dead."  In  short,  reproa<^es  were  not  spared ;  every  one  had  a  fling  at 
me ;  but  they  did  not  stop  here :  they  insulted  Scipio,  Bertrand,  and  me^ 
as  we  came  out  of  the  church,  loaded  us  with  revilings,  hooted  us  as  we 
walked  along,  and  conducted  Bertrand  to  the  inn  with  a  shower  of  stones. 

To  disperse  the  mob  that  was  gathered  before  my  uncle's  house,  there 
was  a  necessity  for  my  mother's  showing  herself,  and  declaring^  that  she 
was  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  my  conduct.  Some  ran  to  the  public-hous^ 
in  order  to  demoHsh  my  chaise ;  and  this  they  certainly  would  have  done, 
if  the  landlord  and  his  wife  had  not  found  means  to  appease  their  fuiy, 
and  dissuade  them  from  their  design. 

All  these  afironts,  which  were  the  effects  of  the  young  grooer^s  report 
of  me  through  the  city,  inspired  me  with  such  aversion  for  my  townsmen, 
that  I  determined  speedily  to  leave  Oviedo,  where,  otherwise,  I  should  per- 
haps have  stayed  a  good  while.  '1  his  I  plainly  told  my  mother,  who,  being 
very  much  mortified  at  the  reception  with  which  the  people  had  regaled 
me,  did  not  oppose  my  departure.  What  remained  now,  was  to  know  how 
I  should  dispose  of  her.  "  Mother,"  said  I,  "  since  my  uncle  wants  your 
assistance,  I  will  not  press  you  to  go  along  with  me  at  present ;  but  as,  in  all 
appearance,  he  has  not  long  to  live,  you  must  promise  to  come  to  my 
estate  immediately  afler  his  decease." 


"  I  will  make  so  nbh  ptondBe,"  annrend  my  mother,  "  being  resdred 
to  peaa  the  rest  of  my  days  ia  the  Asturias,  in  perfect  indepeodeiiafl."^ 
"Will  not  you  alwayi,"  Baid  I,  "be  mistresB  in  my  honeef"— "I  don't 
know  that,"  she  resamed:  "yon  may  fall  in  lore  with  some  young  girl 
and  many  her  ;  then  I  shall  be  her  mother-in-law ;  oonseqaently  we  cannot 
lire  t(^ther."~" Ton  foreeee  misfortune,"  said  I,  "at  too  great  a 
dittance :  I  have  no  intention  to  marry !  but,  if  the  fanoy  ehoold  strike  met 
depend  npoa  it,  I  will  oblige  my  wife  to  be  implioitly  mbmisure  to  your 
will." — That  ia  promiaing  too  much,"  renuned  my  mother ;  "I  should 
want  security  for  my  bondsman ;  and  would  sot  eves  swear,  tha^  in  our 
disputes,  you  would  not  take  the  part  of  your  wife  rather  than  mine,  hew 
for  soever  she  might  be  in  the  wrong." 

"Ton  talk  reasonably,  madam,"  cried  my  secretary,  joiniug  in  the 
oonversatioa ;  "  I  am  of  your  opinion,  that  submissire  daughters-in-law  are 
vary  rare.  In  the  mean  Ume,  to  scoommodate  matters  between  you  and  my 
BMter,  since  yon  am  abaolutely  resolred  to  live  is  the  Mturiai^  and  he  in 
the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  he  moat  grant  yon  an  allowauoe  of  one  hundred 
pisMea,  which  I  shall  bring  hither  every  year.  By  these  means  the 
mother  and  eon  will  live  very  happy  at  the  dUtanoe  of  two  hundred  leagues 
ftom  one  another."  The  parties  ooncemsd  approved  of  the  proposal :  I 
paid  the  first  year's  annuity  in  odvanoe,  and  quitted  Oviedo  next  morning 
before  break  ofday,thatlmigtitnotbetreated  by  the  populace  like  another 
St.  Stephen.  Buoh  was  the  reception  I  met  with  in  my  own  country :  an 
exeellest  lesson  for  those  people  of  the  common  rank,  who,  after  having 
got  a  fortune  abroad,  retnnt  lo  the  plaos  of  their  nativity,  and  afEwt  the 
gentleman  of  importsnoe. 
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OHAfr&R  III. 


UL  BLU  IlIPABn  Tin  THK  mrBDOK  OF  TALEVCIA,  UTS  IT  UnroTH 
AXBITIS  A.T  uaUS>  A  DMCRIPTIOIT  07  Hia  HaCSI.  Bia  bbokpzioh; 
WITH  AX  AOOOmtl  01  tHI  PgOfLS  HI  WOWfO  THERI. 


1  took  tbe  road  to  Leon,  thea  to  Talencu, 
and  oontmning  our  jonrne  y,  by  Bmall  atagn 
in  t«a  days  arriTod  at  the  city  of  Bc^oiIm  ; 
tram  whence,  nextmorning.we  repaiied 
to  my  estate,  wbioh  waa  bnt  three  leagoM 
diatant  from  it.  Aa  we  drew  near  this  pboa^ 
myieoretaryobaerred  with  great  atteatioii 
11  the  oountry-ieata  that  preeented  tbem- 
5^  aelvea  to  hia^eW,  on  tbe  right  and  left ; 
;  and  when  he  perceived  one  of  a  grand 
appearance  he  alwaya  pointed  to  it  with  hia  finger,  and  aald,  "  I  wiah  that 
waa  our  retreat" — "  I  don't  know,  iHend,"  aaid  I  to  him,  "  what  idea 
then  halt  formed  of  onr  habitation  ;  bat  if  yon  imagine  that  it  ia  a  magnifi- 
cent houae  like  that  on  aome  great  nobleman'a  eetat«,  I  tell  yon,  befarehand, 
that  yon  are  grerionaly  miatakan.  If  thoa  haat  not  a  mind  to  be  the  dapo 
of  thy  own  imagination,  represent  to  thyaelf  the  amall  hooae  which  Horaca 
enjoyed  in  the  obuntry  of  the  Sadinea,  near  the  Tiber,  and  whioh  he  reoeired 
aa  a  preaent  from  Hscenas." — "  Then  I  muat  expect  to  aee  a  cottage  !  " 
eried  Scipio.  "fiomember,"  I  replied,  "that  I  have  alwaya  giren  yon  a 
Terymodeat  deacription  of  it;  and  thia  moment  thou  mayeat  thyself  judge 
vhether  or  not  I  am  a  faithAil  painter.  Caat  thine  eyea  towards  the  Gob- 
dalqniver,  and  obserre  on  its  bonks,  hard  by  that  amoU  hamlet,  a  honae 
oonaiating  of  four  little  pariliona ;  that  ia  my  oaatle."— "  How  the  deril  1 " 
said  my  secretary,  with  snrpriae,  "  that  honae  ia  a  perfect  jewel  I  Besidea 
the  noble  air  that  these  paviliona  give  it,  it  ia  extremely  well  bnil^  and 
nuronnded  by  a  more  chatming  oountry  than  STea  the  neighbourhood  of 


fleriUe,  irhioli  ia  oalled,  by  way  of  «»»Uoace,  The  Tettettrial  P«radi«e. 
Had  w*  ohoaen  our  abode,  it  etnild  nOt  haTO  been  mora  to  my  taate ;  ft 
lirer  vatera  it  with  its  atream,  and  a  thick  Wood  lenda  ita  ahftde,  whon  W» 


an  inoliiied  to  walk  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  What  an  amiaUe  solitude 
this  ia  !  Ah,  my  dear  master !  ia  all  appearaaoe,  we  ahall  not  qoit  this 
place  in  a  hniry ." — "  I  am  overjoyed,"  answered  I,  "  that  thoa  art  so 
wall  satiafiad  with  oar  asylum,  which  is  more  agreeable  still  than  yon 
imagine."  Convening  in  this  manner,  we  approaohed  the  hoaee ;  the 
gate  of  which  waa  thrown  open  as  soon  as  Bcipio  rignifiod  that  it  waa 
Signer  Qil  filaa  de  Santillane,  who  oame  to  take  posaession  of  his  oaatle. 
At  that  name,  so  respected  by  those  who  heard  it  prononnoed,  my  ohaise 
waa  admitted  into  •  Urge  ooart,  where  I  alighted :  then  leaning  on  Bcipio, 
and  taking  state  npon  myself,  I  went  into  a  ball,  where  I  waa  loaroe  anived 
when  seven  or  eight  Mrvants  appeared.  They  said  they  oame  to  preeant  their 
homage  to  their  new  master ;  th^  Don  CsBsai  and  Don  Alphouao  deLevya 
had  eboaen  them  for  my  servioe  ;  one  in  quality  of  oook,  another  as  cook's 
aasiatant,  n  third  as  aonllion,  a  fourth  as  porter,  and  the  rest  as  laoqueya,  with 
orders  to  receive  no  money  of  me ;  these  two  noblemen  intending  to  defr^ 
all  the  expense  of  my  house-keeping ;  Uaster  Joachim,  the  oook,  who  was 
the  principal  and  spokesman  of  these  domeatioa,  gave  me  to  underatand, 
that  be  b«l  laid  in  a  atook  of  the  beat  winea  in  Spain ;  and  (old  me,  that 
aa  to  eating,  he  hoped  a  yoong  fellow  like  him,  who  bad  been  oook  six 
yeaia  to  the  Archbishop  of  Talenoia,  mnat  know  how  to  oompose  ragout* 
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that  would  tiokle  mj  paUte.  "  I  will,"  added  he,  "  &U  piMentlj  to 
■vroA,  and  prodnoe  a  sample  of  mj  akiU.  Take  a  walk,  iignor,  wUk 
dinner  ia  ^ttin;  readj  ;  viait  joai  oaatle,  and  we  if  it  be  in  a  babitoUe 
condition." 

I  leave  the  reader  to  jndge  whether  or  not  I  neglected  thia  Tint ;  Mid 
Soipio,  atill  more  ouhotia  than  I,  dra^ad  me  from  room  to  room,  "Wa 
aorreyed  the  whole  honse  from  top  to  bottom ;  the  least  oonier  (aa  wn 
magioed)  did  not  etoape  our  intereated  onrioaity ;  and  I  had  ereay when 
oooauoD  to  admire  the  boonty  of  Bon  Cnaar  and  hie  sod.  Among  other 
thinge,  I  waa  atniok  with  the  appearance  of  two  apartDHota,  wbieh  wen 
aa  well  ftuniahed  *a  they  poaaibl/  oould  be  without  magoiSoenoe.  Oae  of 
them  waa  hnng  with  Arras  tapestry,  and  had  ia  it  a  bed  and  chain  «t 
TelTet,  atill  very  handaome,  though  made  when  the  Uoora  poaaeaaed  tbs 
kiligdom  of  Talencift :  the  furniture  of  the  other  waa  in  the  eame  atttt^ 
consiitiDg  of  hanginge  made  of  Genoa  yellow  damaak,  with  a  bed  and 
elbow-chtura  of  the  same  atnff,  adorned  withfringea  of  blue  ulk.  All  theae 
effects,  which  would  have  been  little  rained  in  an  inrentory,  appeared  then 
TCiy  oo&Biderable.     After  haring  thorongbly  examined  ererythin;,    my 


iocretaiy  and  I  returned  to  the  hsU,  when  the  doth  wu  lud  with  two 
oorera.  Wo  sat,  down  to  table ;  and  io  a  moment  waa  brongbt  in  an  oUa 
podrida  J  K>  deliwouB,  that  we  piUed  the  Arohbiahop  of  Talenoia  for  baring 
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lost  the  cook  that  composed  it.  At  every  morsel  we  eat,  my  cew  lacqueys 
inresented  to  us  large  glasses  filled  to  the  brims  with  wine  of  the  most 
exquisite  relish.  Scipio>  not  daring  to  show  before  them  the  internal 
satisfaction  that  he  felt,  expressed  himself  to  me  by  eloquent  looks ;  and  I 
gave  him  to  understand,  by  the  same  language,  that  I  was  as  weU  satisfied 
as  he.  A.  dish  of  roast  meat,  composed  of  two  fat  quails,  which  flanked  a 
leveret  of  an  admirable  fbmet,  made  us  quit  the  olio  and  finish  our  repast. 
"When  we  had  eaten  like  two  gormandisers,-  and  drank  in  proportion^  we  got 
up  from-  table,  and  walked  into  the  garden  to  enjoy  a  voluptuous  siesta  in 
some  cool  agreeable  place. 

Tf  my  secretary  seemed  hitherto  satisfied  with  what  he  had  seeui  he 
was  still  more  so,  when  he  beheld  the  garden,  which  he  thought  eom- 
parable  even  to  that  of  the  Escurial.  It  is  true,  'Don  Ceesar,  who  came 
frequently  to  Lirias,  took  pleasure  in  having  it  cultivated  and  embellished : 
the  walks  were  gravelled,  and  bordered  with  orange-trees ;  a  great  bann 
of  white  marble,  in  the  middle  of  which  a  brazen  lion  vomited  out  great 
gashes  of  water;  the  beauty  of  the  flowers,  the  variety  of  fruits,  all  tliese 
objects  ravished  Scipio :  but  he  was  in  a  particular  manner  enchanted  with 
a  long  walk  that  led  by  a  gentle  descent  all  the  way  to  a  farmer's  house* 
and  was  shaded  by  the  interwoven  boughs  of  the  trees  planted  on  each  side. 
Here  we  stopped  to  make  the  eulogium  of  a  place  so  pre  per  for  an  asylum 
against  the  heat  of  the  day ;  and  sitting  down  at  the  root  of  a  young 
elm,  sleep  easily  surprised  two  merry  boys,  who  had  just  made  sudi  a  good 
dinner. 

Two  hours  afler,  we  started  up,  awakened  by  the  noise  of  several  shots, 
which  seemed  so  near,  that  we  were  frightened.  We  got  up  in  a  hurry 
and  repaired  to  the  farmer's  house,  where  we  found  eight  or  ten  peasants 
all  inhabitants  of  the  hamlet,  who  had  scoured  and  fired  their  fbsils,  to 
celebrate  my  arrival,  of  which  they  had  got  notice.  The  greatest  part  of 
them  knew  me,  having  seen  me  more  than  once  at  the  castle,  in  the 
exercise  of  my  stewardship.  They  no  sooner  perceived  me,  than  they 
cried  all  together,  "Long  life  to  our  new  master,  who  is  welcome  to 
Lirias  ?"  Then  they  loaded  their  pieces,  and  regaled  me  with  a  general 
discharge.  I  received  them  as  courteously  as  I  could ;  preserving  my 
gravity,  however,  thinking  it  improper  to  be  too  familiar  with  them.  I 
assured  them  of  my  protection,  left  twenty  pistoles  among  them ;  and  this 
7  believe,  they  did  not  look  upon  as  the  most  disagreeable  part  of  my 
behaviour.  I  afterwards  left  them  at  liberty  to  spend  more  powder,  and 
retired  with  my  secretary  into  the  wood,  where  we  strolled  about  till  night, 
without  being  tired  with  beholding  the  groves ;  so  charming  is  the  first 
view  of  a  new  possession. 


{Tbe  oook,  hk  MSJBlMit  and  fleuilion,  vere  not  MHai  %^  m^ofta  ^me ; 
ihey  were  busy  in  preparing  a  repaet,  even  superior  to  ihat  which  we  had 
eaten ;  and  we  were  aotuallj  astonished,  when,  retaming  into  the  same  hall 
where  we  had  dined,  we  saw  them  place  upon  the  table  a  dish  of  roasted 
partridges,  with  a  oive  of  rabbity  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  a  oapom  in 
ragout  The  next  course  of  dainties  oonsLsted  of  pigs'  earn,  piokled  chidDB» 
and  cream  chocolate.  We  drank  plentifully  of  Luoena,  and  several  sorts  of 
excellent  wine ;  and  when  we  found  we  could  drink  no  more,  without 
exposbg  our  healthy  we  thought  of  going  to  bed.  Then  mj  lacguejs^ 
taking  lights,  conducted  me  to  the  best  apartmaat,  where  they  were  rery 
officious  in  undressing  me :  but  when  they  gave  ma  my  gowa^aad  nigbifc-cap 
I  dismissed  them ;  saying,  with  a  magisterial  airi  **  Leave  ma  gentlemen; 
I  haye  no  further  occasion  for  you  to-nig'.t." 

I  sent  them  all  away :  and  keeping  Scipio  fw  a  little  oonversation*  adced 
what  ha  thou^t  of  the  treatment  I  leeeived  by  order  of  the  noblemen  of 
Levya.  "  In  fsitb,"  answered  het  **  I  think  you  can't  ba  twatiiJ 
I  only  wish  that  this  may  last."— >''  I  antertaia  no  such  wish,^  I 
*/  it  ill  becomes  me»  to  ktmy  beaelsotors  be  at  such  an  eiefoq^  on^y 
aeeount ;  this  were  to  abuse  their  generosity  ;  besides,  I  can't  pQ|  up  JHth 
servants  who  are  paid  by  another  ;  I  should  not  believe  n^yself  in  nxf  vn 
house.  Neither  am  I  come  hither  to  live  in  a  bustle;  we  have  nat^araabn 
for  such  a  great  number  of  domestics ;  we  want  no  more  than  Bartrawi*  a 
cook^  a  scuUkNii  and  lacquey."  Although  my  secretary  would  not  have 
been  sorry  to  live  always  at  the  expense  of  the  governor  of  Valencia,  he  did 
not  oppose  my  delioaey  in  this  affidr;  but  conforming  himadf  ta  my 
sentiments,  approved  of  the  reform  I  iut^ided  to  mske.  This  bang 
determined,  he  lefc  me,  and  retired  to  his  own  apartment* 


&Aes 
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Bi  prpABTs  ros  TiLnroiA,  to  Tran  thx  voiLiniBir  o*  letta;  sra 
(MimBUTiox  vrra  tkb  nmLX,  ahs  tbi  kimk  hmupmob  ai  vkt 
TIXH  VBOII  nurBivA. 


inn>BZS9ED,  and  went  lo  bed ;  whtra  fe^ng 
no  iccliaation  to  alevp,  I  abaadoned  mjaelf 
to  lefleotion.  I  reprewnted  to  mjnlf  the 
Aiotdehip  with  whioh  the  noUemoa  of 
LeryB  repaid  nj  attMhment  to  thom ; 
ind  peDetnt«d  with  thow  aaw  oiarkB  of 
their  affection,  refolved  to  go,  the  Tery 
next  iay,  and  utiify  the  longing  impft- 
lieaea  I  had  to  aee  and  thank  them  br 
their  favonn.  I  likewite  enjoyed,  by  an- 
doipation,  the  pleaann  of  eeeing  Seraphina 
■gain  J  but  that  pleamre  waa  not  pnra  ;  I  oMild  not,  without  nneauneM, 
oonaidij  th«t  I  tnnat,  at  the  nae  tioie,  an^iort  the  looka  of  Dune  Luwuga 
Scphwe,  who,  perhaps,  remembering  the  adrentore  of  a  box  on  the  ear, 
would  not  be  oreijoyed  at  nght  of  me.  Fatigaed  with  ell  tbeie  difierent 
ideal,  I  at  length  fell  asleep,  and  did  not  wake  tilt  after  snn^rise. 

I  was  soon  a-foot;  and,  wholly  engrossed  by  my  intended  jonraey, 
dressed  myself  in  a  hnrry.  Joet  aa  I  had  done  adJ<'*t>°S  myself,  my 
eeoretary  ooming  into  my  chamber ;  "  Soipio,"  said  I,  "  you  see  me  ready 
to  set  ont  for  Talenoia ;  I  cannot  make  too  nneh  haste  in  going  to  taints 
the  noblemen  lo  whom  I  owe  my  small  fixtone;  etery  moment  .that  I 
delay  to  acquit  myself  of  this  dnty,  seems  to  Monse  me  of  iogratitnde.  As 
tbr  thee,  my  friend,  I  dispense  with  thy  attendanoe ;  stay  here  in  my  abeence, 
and  I  will  oome  haok  to  thro  in  eight  day s." — "  Qo,  nr,"  be  replied,  "  pay 
your  respects  to  Don  Alpbonso  and  his  hther,  who  seem  so  sensible  of 
your  seal,  and  grateful  for  the  serric  es  you  bare  done  them  :  persona  of 
quality  of  that  character  are  so  rare,  that  they  cannot  be  too  much  esteemed." 
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I  ordered  Bertrand  to  get  ready  for  oar  departure ;  and  while  he  yoked  the 
mules  I  drank  mj  chocolate :  then  I  got  into  ray  chaise,  after  having  laid 
injunctions  upon  my  people  to  regard  my  secretary  as  my  other  self,  and  to 
follow  his  orders  as  if  they  were  my  own. 

I  arrived  at  Valencia  in  less  than  four  hours ;  and  going  straight  to  the 
governor's  stables,  there  alighted,  left  my  equipage,  and  was  conducted  to 
the  apartment  of  that  nobleman,  who  was  then  with  his  father  Don  Caaar. 
I  opened  the  door,  and,  entering  without  ceremony,  accosted  them  in  these 
words:  ''It  does  not  become  valets  to  send  in  their  names  to  their 
masters :  here  is  one  of  your  old  servants  come  to  pay  his  respects."  So 
saying,  I  would  have  kneeled  before  them ;  but  they  hindered  me  from  so 
doing,  and  embraced  me,  one  after  another,  with  all  the  expressions  ot 
genuine  affection.  "Well,  my  dear  Santillane,  said  Don  Alphonso, 
"have  you  been  at  Lirias  to  take  possession  of  your  estate?^* — "Yes, 
tignor,*'  I  replied,  "and  I  hope  yow  will  give  me  leave  to  restore  it.** — 
*'  Fot>  what  reason  f  said  he.  "  Is  there  anything  disagieeable  about  it, 
that  gives  you  disgust  ?" — *•  Not  in  itself,"  I  resumed ;  "on  the  coutraiy, 
I  am  enchanted  with  it.  All  that  displeases  me  in  it  is,  to  see  cooks  of  an 
archbishop,  with  three  times  more  servancts  than  I  want ;  which  only  serves 
to  put  yon  to  an  expense  equally  useless  and  considerable." 

**  If,  •  said  Don-  Ccesar,  "you  had  accepted  the  annuity  of  two  thousand 
dueats  which  we  offered  at  Madrid^  we  should  have  been  contented  with 
giving  you  the  house  flimished  as  it  is ;  but  you  know  you  refused  the 
pensiob ;  and  we  thought  we  could  do  no  less  than  make  you  some  other 
recompense/'— ^ This  is  too  much,"  I  replied;  your  generosity  ought  to 
have  been  cotifined  to  the  present  of  the  estate,  which  is  ienough  to  crown 
tny  wishes.  But,  exclusive  of  your  cost  in  maintaining  so  many  people,  at 
a  great  expense,  I  declare,  that  these  people  incommodei  and  plague  me.  In 
a  word,  my  lords,  take  back  yoiBr  estate,  or  allow  me  to  enjoy  it  according 
to  my  own  desire."  I  pronounced  these  last  words  with  such  a  determined 
air,  that  the  father  and  sou,  who  did  not  at  all  intend  to  lay  me  Under 
any  constraint,  promised  at  length  that  I  should  live  as  I  pleased  in  my  own 
house. 

I  thanked  them  for  having  granted  me  that  liberty,  without  which  I 
could  not  be  happy ;  when  Don  Alphonso  interrupted  me,  saying,  **  My 
dear  Gil  Bias,  I  will  introduce  you  to  a  lady  who  will  be  overjoyed  to  see 
you."  With  these  words,  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  led  me  into  the 
apartment  of  Seraphina,  who  screamed  with  joy  when  she  saw  me, 
"  Madam,"  said  the  governor,  "  I  believe  the  arrival  of  our  friend  Santillane 
at  Valencia  is  as  agreeable  to  you  as  to  me."— That  is  what  he  ought  to 
be  convinced  of,"  answered  she ;  "  time  has  not  made  me  lose  the  reaiem* 
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brmee  of  the  seiriee  he  did  me :  and  to  the  gratitode  I  myseif  owe  him, 
add  thai  which  I  ought  to  have  on  your  account."  I  told  the  lady 
governess,  that  I  was  but  too  well  requited  for  the  danger  I  had  shared 
with  her  deliverers,  in  exposing  my  life  for  her  sake.  After  many  mutual 
compliments,  Don  Alphonso  brought  me  back  from  Seraphina's  apartment ; 
and  we  rejoined  Don  Cesar,  whom  we  found  in  a  hall  with  several  persons 
of  quality,  who  came  thither  to  dinner. 

An  these  gentlemen  saluted  me  with  great  politeness ;  and  were  the  more 
civil  to  me,  because  Don  Caesar  had  told  tbem,  that  I  vras  once  one  of  the 
Duke  of  Lerma*s  principal  secretaries.  Perhaps,  likewise,  the  greatest  part 
of  them  knew  it  was  by  my  credit  that  Don  Alphonso  had  obtained  the 
govemment  of  Valencia:  for  every  thing  is  known.-  Be  that  as  it  will, 
when  we  were  at  table,  the  new  cardinal  was  the  whole  subject  of  the 
discourse.  Some  gave,  or  affected  to  give  him  great  commendation ;  while 
others  seasoned  their  praise  vrith  some  severe  sneers. 

From  hence  I  concluded,  that  they  wanted  me  to  enlarge  upon  the 
qualifications  of  his  eminence,  and  make  them  merry  at  his  expense*  I  had 
some  inclination  to  disclose  my  sentiments  of  him ;  but  I  restrained  my 
tongue :  and  this  silence  made  me  pass,  in  the  opinion  of  the  company,  for 
a  man  of  great  discretion. 

After  dinner,  the  guests  retired  to  take  their  siestas  at  their  ovm  homes : 
Don  Caesar  and  his  son,  seized  with  the  same  desire,  shut  themselves  up  in 
their  apartments :  and  I,  impatient  to  see  a  dty,  the  beauty  of  which  I  had 
heard  so  much  extolled,  went  out  of  the  governor* s  palace,  with  a  design  to 
stroll  throQgh  the  streets.  At  the  gate,  I  met  a  man,  who  accosted  me  in 
these  words :  **  Signor  de  Santillane,  give  me  leave  to  salute  you."  When 
I  asked  who  he  was:  ''I  am  now,"  said  he,  ''Don  Caesar's  valet  de 
chambre ;  but  was  one  of  his  lacqueys,  while  you  were  his  steward :  I  made 
my  court  to  you  every  morning,  because  you  were  very  kind  to  me ;  and 
I  informed  you  of  every  thing  that  happened  in  the  house.  Don't  you 
remember,  that  I  one  day  gave  you  notice,  that  the  surgeon  of  the  village 
of  Levya  was  privately  admitted  into  the  chamber  of  Dame  Lorenca 
Sephoraf — ''I  have  not  forgot  it,"  I  replied:  ''but  a-propos,  what  is 
become  of  the  duenna f — "AlasT'  said  he,  "after  your  departure  the 
poor  creature  pined  away,  and  died,  more  regretted  by  Seraphina  than  by 
Don  Alphonso,  who  seemed  very  little  afflicted  at  her  death." 

Don  Caesar's  valet  de  chambre  having  thus  informed  me  of  Sephora's 
melancholy  end,  made  an  apology  for  having  stopped  me ;  and  I  continued 
my  walk,  sighing  at  the  remembrance  of  that  unfortunate  duenna,  and 
lamenting  her  fate,  which  I  imputed  to  myself;  without  considering  that 
it  was  more  owing  to  her  own  cancer  than  to  my  cruelty. 
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I  pbmrr^  with  jkleisave,  all  that  was  worth  ioeiog  ia  this  dty  :  tho 
marble  palaoe  of  the  aiehbiahep  agreeaUy  eatertained  my  Tiew,  aa  well 
aa  the  fine  portiooe  of  the  ezohaoge  ;  but  a  large  houae^  which  I  diaoemed 
at  a  diatanoe,  and  which  I  saw  a  great  number  of  people  enter,  attraeted 
my  attention.  I  approached  it,  in  order  to  know  the  reaaon  of  aoch  a 
great  oonooone  of  men  and  women  ;  and  waa  aoon  aatisfied,  when  I  read 
theae  words,  written  in  gold  lettera,  on  a  atone  of  black  marble,  placed  otbt 
the  gate^  ''La  poaada  de  loa  repreeantea."*  And  the  plajera  advertiaed 
in  their  biUt  that  thej  would  that  day,  for  the  first  time,  acta  new  tragedy 
oompoaed  by  Don  Qabxiel  Triaqaero. 

«  The  play-hooaa. 


l^=SH^z: 


:4 


CHAPTER    V. 


OIL  BLAt  OOEa  TO  THB  PLAY,  WHBKK  BK  BEX!  A  NSW  TKAOBDY 
ACTBD.  Tfia  eUCCBSB  OP  THAT  PBBrORHANCB,  WITH  THB  PUBLIC 
TABTB    OF    VALBKCIA. 


STOPPED    some  minuteB  «t  the   door,  to 


I  Tiew  (he  people  who  went  in ;  Bud  obBerred, 
.  that  they  consisted  of  bU  ranks.    I  saw 
^gjjjjjjj~*d     I     I  cBTBliers   of    a  gentle    mien,    and    richly 
^     ^|p     I     I  '^'^""cd,  and  some  figoies  as  ordinary  as  the 
'y^    ^H     ^H|  '^y*  I  clothes  they  wore.     I  perceived   ladies  of 
I      ^P__^|i     I       qiiality  alight  from  their  coaches,  and  go  to 
I       ^^^^^^S      I        the  boxes,   which  they  had  ordered  to  be 
^^^^"^^"^^1     I  bespoken;    and  female  adventurers  go  in 
^^^^^^l^j^^^^^  I  with  alluring  collies.     This  concourse  of  al 
sorts  of  spectators  maile  me  desirous  of  in- 
creasing the  number.     Just  as  I  was  going  to  take  a  ticket,  the  governor 
and  his  lady  arriving,  discerned  me  in  the  crowd ;  and  ordering  me  to  be 
called,  invited  me  into  their  box,  where  I  placed  myself  behind  them,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  speak  to  both  nith  ease,  I  found  the  house  full  of  people 
from  top  to  bottom,  the  pit  very  much  thronged,  and  the  stage  loaded  with 
knights  of  the  three  military  orders.  "  Here  is,"  said  I  to  Don  Alphooso, 
"a  very  numerous  assembly." — "You  must  not  be  surprised  at  that," 
answered  he  :  "  the  tragedy  to  be  represented  is  the  composition  of  Don 
Oabriel  Triaquero,  sumamed  the  modish  poet.  As  soon  as  the  play-bills 
advertise  a  new  thing  written  by  that  author,  the  whole  city  of  Valencia  is 
in  aflutter.    The  men  as  well  as  the  women  talk  of  nothing  but  this  piece: 
all  the  boxes  are  bespoken :  and  it  being  the  first  time  of  its  representa- 
tion, people  are  squeezed  to  death,  endeavouring  to  enter ;  although  every 
place  is  donbly  filled,  except  the  pit,  which  they  dare  not  disoblige." — 
"  Such  madness  !"  sud  I  to  the  governor  ;    "  that  eager  curiosity  of  the 
pnblic,  that  furious  impatience  to  see  every  new  production  of  Oubriel, 
gives  me  a  high  idea  of  the  poet's  genins." 
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la  this  part  of  our  conTersation^  the  acton  appeared ;  and  we  left  off 
apeaking  immediately*  in  order  to  listen  with  attention.  The  applauses 
began  with  the  prologue  ;  every  Terse  was  attended  with  a  brouhaha  !f 
and  at  the  end  of  each  act,  there  was  such  a  clapping  of  hands,  that  one 
would  have  thought  the  house  was  fallbg.  After  the  performance,  th^ 
showed  me  the  authory  who  went  from  box  to  boxi  modestly  presentins 
his  head  for  the  laurels  with  which  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  prepared  to 
crown  him. 

We  returned  to  the  gOTemor's  palace,  where  three  or  four  knights 
arrived  in  a  little  time :  thither  also  came  two  old  authors,  esteemed  in 
their  way,  with  a  gentleman  in  Madrid,  of  understanding  and  taste.  As 
they  had  all  been  at  the  play,  the  whole  conversation  at  supper  turned  ngpn 
the  new  piece.  ** Gentlemen/'  said  a  knight  of  St.  /ago,  ''what  if 
your  opinion  of  this  tragedy  i  Is  it  not  what  you  call  a  finished  woik? 
Sublime  thoughts,  tender  sentiments,  manly  versification,  deficient  is 
nothing;  in  a  word,  it  is  a  poem  adapted  to  people  of  taste.*' — "I  believe 
nobody  can  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,"  said  the  knight  of  Alcantara;  *H&e 
piece  is  full  of  strokes  that  Apollo  seems  to  have  dictated,  and  of  situations 
conceived  with  infinite  art.  I  appeal  to  this  gentlemen,'*  added  li^ 
addressing  himself  to  the  Castilian ;  '*he  seems  co  be  a  connoisseur  ;  and 
ril  wager  he  is  of  my  sentiment."—"  Don*t  wager,  chevalier,"  answered 
the  gentleman,  with  a  sarcastic  smile, ''  we  do  not  decide  so  hastily  at 
Madrid:  far  from  judging  apiece  at  its  first  representation,  we  distrust  its 
beauties  while  they  are  in  the  mouths  of  the  actors :  and  how  well  soever 
we  may  be  a£fected  towards  the  author,  suspend  our  judgment  until  we 
have  read  it :  and,  truly,  it  does  not  always  give  us  the  same  pleasure 
upon  paper  that  we  received  from  it  on  the  stage.  We  scrupulously  ex- 
amine a  poem  before  we  esteem  it,  without  being  dazzled  by  the  author*s 
reputation,  how  great  soever  it  may  be.  When  Lope  de  Vega  himself, 
and  Calderona^f  produced  new  pieces,  they  found  in  their  admirers  severe 
judges,  who  would  not  raise  them  to  the  highest  point  of  glory,  until  they 
judged  them  worthy  of  that  elevation." 

"  Zooks !"  cried  the  knight  of  St.  Jago,  "we  are  not  so  fearful  as  you: 
we  don't  wait  until  a  piece  is  printed,  but  on  the  first  representation  fix  its 
value :  there  is  not  even  occasion  for  our  listening  to  it  with  great  attention ; 
if  we  know  it  to  be  a  production  of  Don  Gabriel,  that  is  enough  to  convince 
us  that  it  is  without  a  blemish.  The  works  of  that  poet  ought  to  serve  us 
as  an  epocha  for  the  birth  of  taste :  your  Lopes  and  Calderonas  were  but 

*  Bronhaba  1  ftrmWf  a .  oste  of  spplsuae. 

t  Doo  PedroCMetonadsUBsroaiknij^tsI  ths  oaisref  8t  lagOr  and  saasi 
sf  Toledo;  famous  for  the  escflttaitccHBetfka  he  Jtaawrittsa* ..      .  .,..:,:< 
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apprentices  in  comparison  of  this  great  master  of  the  stage."  The  genti  ^ 
man,  who  looked  upon  Lope  and  Calderona  as  the  Spanish  Sophocles  and 
Euripides,  was  allocked  a(  this  rash  assertion.  *'  Such  dramatic  sacrilege  !** 
cried  he.  ''  Since  you  oblige  me,  gentlemen,  to  judge  like  you,  from  a 
first  representation,  I  must  tell  you  that  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  this 
new  tragedy  of  your  Don  Gabriel :  it  is  stuffed  with  strokes  more  shining 
than  solid ;  three  parts  of  ibur  of  the  verses  are  bad,  or  mis-rhymed  ;* 
the  characters  iU  conceived,  and  ill  supported ;  and  the  sentiments  are 
often  very  obscure.** 

The  two  authors  who  were  at  table,  and  who,  through  a.  reserve  as 
commendable  as  rare,  had  said  nothing,  for  fear  of  being  suspected  of 
jealousy,  could  not  help  applauding  the  gentleman's  sentiments  with 
iheir  eyes  ;  which  made  me  guess,  that  their  silence  was  not  so  much 
owing  to  the  perfection  of  the  work,  as  to  other  prudential  reasons.  As 
for  the  knights,  they  begjan  again  to  praise  Don  Gabriel,  whom  they 
even  placed  among  the  gods.  This  extravagant  apotheosis  and  blind 
idolatry,  made  the  Castilian  lose  all  patience  :  he  lifted  up  his  hands  to 
heaven,  and  all  of  a  sudden  exclaimed,  in  a  fit  of  enthusiasm,  **  O  divine 
liope  de  Vega  I  rare  and  sublime  genius,  who  hast  left  an  immense 
space  between  thee  and  all  the  Gabriels  who  attempt  to  reach  thy 
excellence;  and  you,  pithy  Calderona}  whose  elegant  softness,  purged 
of  epic  Btifihess,  is  inimitable ;  do  not  fear  that  your  altars  will  be 
demolished  by  this  new  pupil  of  the  Muses,  who  will  be  very  lucky,  if 
posterity,  iXrhich  you  will  delight,  as  you  delight  the  present  age,  shall 
hear  his  name  mentioned.** 

This  pleasant  apostrophe,  which  nobody  expected,  raised  the  laugh  of 
the  whole  company,  which  got  up  from  table,  and  parted.  I  was  con. 
ducted,  by  Don  Alphonso*s  order,  into  an  apartment  prepared  for  me : 
there  I  found  a  good  bed,  in  which  my  worship  went  to  sleep,  deploring 
(like  the  Castilian  gentlemen)  the  injustice  which  ignorant  people  did 
to  Lope  and  Calderona, 


T      r' 


/,' 


'*  It  may  be  proper  to  o^efve,  that  Spanfsh  dramas  are  written^  like  all  the 
hOMte  poetnr^n  tmtt  mMtatfOy  in  cMi^liets  i  a  pnMtico  which  our  own  Drydeii  en- 
deavoured, but  fortun«tal|r*'wMioatsQoceMy<t4'na!tanilife  on  the  English  stag*. 
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■  I  had  not  Men  the  vhtde  dtf  m  m^  fint 
escnnion,  I  went  out  next  daj  with  an 
fatt«ntioQ  to  taka  another  walk  ;  and  per- 
MiTed  in  the  atreet  a  Oarthnaian  Iriar  itIm 
datibtl«fia,  vas  going  to  perform  tha  affair* 
of  hia  eommvdity.  He  walked  with  down- 
east  ejm,  and  bo  davout  an  air,  that  he 
attracted  the  notice  of  eTeiybody.  Ai 
he  'pwaed  eloae  by  me,  I  looked  at  him 
with  attentton,  and  ihoaght  I  saw  in  hiaa 
the  very  person  of  Doa  Bapbael,  the  adTSntarer  who  maintain*  rach  an 
honourable  place  in  the  fint  patt  of  m;  menoira; 

I  was  so  much  astoaished,  ao  etruck  with  this  meeting,  that,  instead  of 
accosting  the  monk,  I  BtDod  inunoTeable  for  some  minutes  ;  during  which 
he  was  gone  a  good  way  from  roe.  *'  Just  Heaven  !"  said  I,  "  were  ever 
two  faces  more  alike  I  What  must  I  think  of  thia  affair  i  Can  it  be 
Baphael  indeed ;  ot  can  I  doubt  that  it  is  he  i"  I  was  too  ctukma  to 
know  tha  troth,  to  remain  long  where  I  was.  I  aaked  the  way  to  the 
monastery  of  the  Carthnsiani,  whither  I  instantly  repaired,  in  hopca  of 
seeing  my  man  again,  when  he  should  retnm  :  and  firmly  reaolred  to  etop 
and  speak  with  him.  I  had  no  occasion  to  wut  for  this;  whealcameto 
the  gate  of  the  convent,  another  Ikce  of  my  acquaintance  turned  my  doiibtB 
into  certainty;  I  recollected  in  the  porter  my  old  rdet  Ambrose  deLamala. 
We  were  equally  surprised  to  find  one  another  in  that  place.  "  D(»i't 
I  dream,*'  said  I,  saluting  him ;  **  is  it  actually  one  of  my  friends  whom 
I  behold?"  He  could  not  recollect  me  at  first,  or  feigned  himself 
ignorant  of  my  features ;  but  conudering  that  this  feint  was  useleas,  he 
•jfEscled  the  ail  of  a  peiaoa  who  remember*  a  thing  all  of  a  endden : 


"Ah  I  SigDor   Gil    BUa!"  cried  he,  "foigive   my   wont  of  memorjr. 
Siaco  I  liave  lived  m  this  holy  pLice,  and  mppli«d  mjielf  to  fulfil  the 

'  dnlies  prescribed  by  ovt  rules,  I  lose  faiseiuibly  the  temembrance  of 
what  I  have  seen  in  the  world." 

"  I  am  linceiely  rejoiced,"  said  I,  **  to  see  you,  after  an  absence  of  ten 
years,  in  such  a  reverend  dress,"—"  And  I,"  he  replied,  "  am  ashamed  to 
appear  in  it,  before  aperson  who  has  been  witness  of  the  guilty  life  I  led. 
Thia  dresfl  incessantly  npbcudi  me.  Alas!"  added  he,  sighing  jwofbnndly, 
"tobe  worthy  of  wearingit,  I  ought  to  have  lived  always  in  innocence."— 
"  By  this  discourse,  with  which  I  am  charmed,"  I  resumed,  "  my  dear 
brother,  one  may  tee  that  yon  have  been  touched  by  the  finger  of  the  L<«d, 

'  I  repeat  the  assurance  of  my  joy  at  the  occasion;  and  long  earnestly  to 
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hear  in  what  miracidoaa  manner  jpu  and  Don  Raphael  baye,«nt«r^jAtp 
the  right  way ;  for  I  am  persuaded  it  is  he  whom  I  juat  now  met  in  t^ 
Carthusian  hahit,  I  am  sorry  that  I  did  not  stop  Jiim  in  the  fltieel^  and 
speak  to  him ;  and  I  wait  here  for  his  return  in  order  to  repair  my  r«e§jLect*" 

'*  You  are  not  mistakenj"  said  Lamela  to  mej  ''it  was  Don  Baphari 
himself  whom  you  saw :  and  as  to  the  detail  you  desire,  here  it  is.  After 
we  parted  from  you,  near  Segorba,  the  son  of  Luolnda  and  I  look  the 
road  to  Valencia,  with  a  design  of  playing  some  new  trick  of  our  prpfbaaacBi 
in  that  city.  One  day,  by  accident,  we  went  into  the  chmrch  of  the 
Carthusians,  while  the  monks  were  smging  psalms  i^  the  dioir^,  .V^ 
considered  them  attentiTelyj  and  experienced,  that  even  the  wicked  caniu^ 
help  honouring  virtue.  We  admired  the  fervour  with  which  they  pm^yeni 
to  God,  their  immortal  air,  their  jviinds  detached  from  the  pleasures,  of  thip 
age,  as  well  as  the  serenity  that  reigned  in  their  countenance^  and  ao  well 
expressed  the  repose  of  their  consciences.  ,,.. 

«  While  we  made  these  observation^  we  fell  into  a  reverif^  il^.|>ecfmi^ 
very  salutary  unto  us*  We  compared  our  morals  with  those  o^  the  good 
monks,  and  the  difference  which  we  found  fiUed  us  with  sorrow  and  dis- 
quiet. *  Lamela,'  said  Don  Baphael  to  me,  when  we  came  out  of  the  church, 
'how  art  thou  affected  with  what  we  have  seen?  for  my  part  I  cannot 
conceal  from  thee  the  anxiety  of  my  mind.  I  am  agitated  by  emotions 
hitherto  unknown  to  me,  and  for  the  furst  time  in  my  life,  my  oonscienoe 
upbraids  me  with  my  iniquity.*-*-' I  am  in  the  selfsame  disposition,'  answered 
I :  '  the  evil  actions  which  I  have  committed  at  this  instant  rise  up  against 
me !  and  my  heart,  which  was  before  hardened  against  repentance,  is  now 
torn  with  remorse.' — 'Ah  I  dear  Ambrose !'  resumed  my  comrade,  'we  are  two 
strayed  sheep,  whom  the  heavenly  Father,  through  pity,  intends  to  bring 
back  into  the  fold.  Tt  is  he,  my  child,  it  is  he  who  calls  to  us ;  let  us  not 
be  deaf  to  his  voice.  liet  us  renounce  cheating,  quit  the  libertinisih  lii 
which  we  live,  and  begin  from  this  very  day  to  labour  seriously  in  the.grea^ 
work  of  our  salvation.  We  must  spend  the  rest  of  our  days  in.  this  oonvei^i 
and  consecrate  them  to  piety  and  penitence.* 

"I  applauded  Baphael's  sentiments,''  continued  brother  Ambrose  ''and 
wc  formed  the  generous  resolution  of  becoming  Carthusians.  To  puf^ilus 
in  execution,  we  addressed  ourselves  to  the  father  prior,  who  no  sobnar 
understood  our  design,  than,  in  order  to  prove  our  vocation,  he  accommo^l^ted 
us  with  cells,  and  we  were  treated  like  monks  during  a  whole  yearl .  We 
followed  the  rules  with  such  exactness  and  constancy,  that  we  were  icoeived 
among  the  novices.  We  were  so  well  satisfied  with  our  situation^  and  so 
full  of  ardour,  that  we  courageously  underwent  tlie  toils  of  the  npvticiate : 
we  then  professed:  after  which,  Don  Raphael  appearing  endued  wiins 
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genius  for  business,  wu  cSoien  eseialant  to  an  old  f&tker,  who  nas  at 
that  time  solicitor.  Tlie  son  of  Lucinda  would  have  rattier  spent  hia 
whole  time  in  prayer,  but  he  was  obliged  to  sacrifice  his  incUaation  to 
the  good  or  the  coavent.  He  ac^uiied  such  a  perfect  knowledge  of  th« 
interests  of  the  bouse,  that  he  was  deemed  capable  of  filling  the  place  of 
tbe  old  solicitor,  who  died  three  years  after.  Don  Raphael  actually 
exercises  that  employment  at  present,  and  acquits  himself  iji  it  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  bH  our  fathers,  who  praise  his  conduct  very  much, 
in  the  administration  of  his  temporalities.  What  is  very  surprising  is,- 
that,  in  spite  of  the  care  of  collecting  our  revenues,  with  which  he  b  in- 
vested, be  seems  engrossed  by  eternity  alone.  .  And  when  his  business 
leaves  bim  a  moment  to  himself,  he  employs  it  in  the  most  profound  me-, 
ditation.  Fn  a  word,  be  is  one  of  tbe  holiest  monks  in  our  monastery." 

In  this  place  I  interrupted  Lamela  with  a  transport  of  joy,  which  I  ex- 
pressed at  the  sight  of  Raphael,  who  arrived.  "  There,"  cried  I,  "  there 
!■  die  holy  solicitor  tor  whom  I  waited  so  impatiently."     At  the  same 


Cime  I  ran  ap  and  embraced  him.  He  received  my  salutatioB  with  a  good 
grace ;  and.  without  discovering  the  least  surpriae  at  meeting,  said  to 
me,  with  a  voice  full  of  sweetness,  "  Qod  I>e  praised,  Sig&or  de  Saatillane. 
God  be  praised  for  the  pleasure  I  iiave  in  seeing  you  1" — "  Truly,"  I  re- 
plied, "  my  dear  Raphael,  I  share  as  much  as  possible  in  your  bappinsss. 
Brother  Ambrose  has  recounted  to  me  the  history  of  your  coaveraion, 
end  I  was  charmed  with  tbe  narration.  What  advantage  have  yon  both, 
my  friends,  in  being  able  to  flatter  yourselves,  that  you  are  of  tbe  small 
number  of  the  elect,  who  will  one  day  enjoy  eternal  felicity." 

"  Two  wretches  such  as  we  are,"  resumed  the  son  of  Lu<»ndA,  with  an 
air  of  great  humility,  "  ought  not  to  conceive  such  hopes;  but  the  repen- 
tance of  sinners  makes  them  find  favour  with  the  Father  of  mercy.  And 
you.  Signer  Gil  Bias,"  added  he,  "  don't  you  also  think  of  deserving 
patdou  for  the  crimes  yon  have  ctunmitted  ?  Wbatbusineas  brings  you  to 
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Yaieneiaf  JKm'i  you  unhappily  iiD  some  dangerous  fmplapomii  in  tint 
plaoef"—"  No,  thank  God!"  Iieplied,  «  since  I  quitted  ^iecoiift»  I  liare 
led  the  life  of  an  honest  man.  Sometimes  at  in  estate,  which  I  bate  amne 
leagaes  iiom  hence,  I  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  comitry ;  and  sometimes  I 
come  to  make  merry  with  the  governor  of  Valencia,  who  is  my  iHend,  and 
one  whom  yon  hoth  know  perfectly  wefl.*' 

Then  I  recounted  the  history  of  Don  Alphonso  de  Lerya,  to  which  Hm^ 
listened  with  attention ;  and  when  I  told  them  I  had  carried  from  thai 
nobleman  to  Samnel  Simon  the  three  thousand  ducats  which  we  had  stolen 
from  him,  Lamela  interrupted  me,  and  addressing  himself  to  Bapliael» 
^Father  Hilary,'*  said  he,  '*at  that  rate,  the  merchant  has  no  caoae  to 
complain  of  a  robbery,  for  which  he  has  received  restitution  with.usnry,  and 
we  ought  to  hare  quiet  consciences  on  that  article/' — ''Reany,"  said  the 
solicitor,  ''Brother  Ambrose  and  I,  before  we  entered  this  convent,  sent 
privately  fifteen  hundred  ducats  to  Samuel  Simon,  by  a  worthy  clergyman 
who  took  the  trouble  of  going  to  Xelva,  in  order  to  make  that  restitntion  a 
so  muph  the  worse  for  Samuel,  if  he  was  capable  of  touching  that  sum,  after 
having  been  reimbursed  the  whole  by  Signor  de  Santillane." — ''But,"  said 
I  to  them,  "  are  you  sure  that  your  fifteen  hundred  ducats  were  faithfully 
remitted  to  himT  " — "Questionless,"  cried  Don  Baphael;  "I  will  answer 
for  the  clergyman's  integrity  as  much  as  for  my  own." — "  And  I  will  join 
in  the  security,"  said  Lamela;  "he  is  a  holy  priest  used  to  these  sort  of 
commissions,  and  has  had  for  things  deposited  in  his  hands,  two  or  three 
law-suits,  which  he  gained  with  costs." 

Our  conversation  lasted  some  time  longer;  then  we  parted,  they 
exhorting  me  to  have  always  the  fear  of  the  Lord  before  my  eyes ;  and  I 
recommending  myself  to  their  devout  prayers.  Going  straight  to  Don 
Alphonso^  "  You  can't  guess,"  said  I  to  him,  "  with  whom  I  have  had  a 
long  conversation.  I  have  just  parted  with  two  venerable  Carthusians  of 
your  acquaintance;  one  called  Father  Hilary,  and  the  other  Brother 
Ambrose."— -"Tou  are  mistaken,"  an.swered  Don  Alphonso;  "I  know 
not  one  Carthusian." — "Pardon  me^"  I  re{^ed;  "yon  saw  at  Xelva 
Brother  Ambrose  comnussary,  and  Father  Hilary  secretary  to  the  inquisi- 
tion."— "  Good  Heaven ! "  cried  the  governor  witii  surprise,  "is  it  possible 
that  Baphael  and  Lamela  are  become  Carthusians  7  " — '*  Yes,  indeed,"  said 
I ;  "  they  have  been  professed  monks  some  years.  The  first  is  solicitor, 
and  the  other  porter  of  the  convent. 

Don  Csesar's  son  mused  some  minutes,  then  shaking' his  head,  "Mr 
commissary  of  the  inquisition  and  secretary,"  said  he^  "are  in  my 
opinion,  bent  upon  playing  some  new  farce  here." — "You  are  prejudiced 
against  them,"  answered  I.     "For  my  own  part,  having  conversed  with 


tliera,  I  judga  more  taTouiablj  of  tbeir  mtention.  It  is  trne^e  CBnnot  dive 
into.tiiebeait;  but,  in  all  ftppeatanoe,  they  are  two  couTeited  BtIme^s."— 
"  That  ma;  be,"  reaumed  Doa  Alphonio ; "  there  have  been  many  libertine^ 
who,  after  haiiag  acuidaliMd  the  world  by  their  irtegnlaritiea,  shut  them- 
selves  up  in  cloisters  to  perform  a  rigorous  penance ;  and  I  wish  our  two 
monks  may  be  of  that  sort." — "  Why  siiould  they  not?"  said  I;  "  they 
have  voluntarily  embraced  a  monastic  life,  and  have  already  lived  a  long 
time  lite  good  friars."—"  You  may  say  what  you  please,"  replied  the 
goveniOT;  "Idop't  like  that  the  conrent's  cash  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
this  said  Father  Hilary,  whose  integrity  I  cannot  help  distrusting.  When 
I  ramembar  that  fine  detail  be  gave  us  of  his  adventures,  I  tremUe  foi  the 
Carthusians.  I  would  willingly  believe  with  you,  that  he  has  taken  the 
habit  from  a  very  pious  motive,  but  the  sight  of  the  cash  may  awake  his 
cupidity.     A  reformed  drunkard  should  never  be  left  in  a  cellar." 

The  suspicion  of  Don  Alpbonsa  was  ruUyjustiGedinafewdays,  Father 
Solicitor  and  Brother  Poller  disappeared  with  the  cash.  This  piece  of  news, 
which  was  immediately  spread  all  over  the  city,  afibrded  great  mirth  to  the 
wits,  who  always  rejoice  at  the  misfortunes  which  happen  to  endowed  monks. 
As  for  the  governor  and  me,  we  pitied  the  CarthnsianB,without  boasting  of 
our  acquaintance  with  the  two  apostles.  ^ 


CHAPTER  VU. 


OIL  BLAB     KSTDKNS  TO    UtB  CASTLE   Ot   L1BIA8,   BKAU 

PIRCB    or    NEWS  rSOH    ICIPIO,  AICD    MAKES    A    BEVOBM    IN    B» 


ax  eight  days  I  staid  at  Valen^  were  ^u( 
in  high  taste,  living  ftmong  counts  and 
marquises.  Shows,  balls,  concerts,  enter- 
ainm«nts,  c<mveiBations  with  the  ladies, 
and  other  amusements,  I  enjoyed  by  the 
ravoni  of  the  gavernor  and  his  lady,  to 
whom  I  paid  my  court  so  successfully,  that 
when  I  set  out  for  Lirias  they  were  sorr;  to 
part  with  me.  They  even  obligsd  m«  to 
promise  that  1  would  divide  my  tin* 
between  them  and  my  solitude ;  and  it  wu  agreed  that  I  should  live  »l 
Valencia  in  the  winter,  and  spend  the  summer  at  my  own  house.  This 
convention  being  made,  my  benefactors  gave  me  liberty  to  go  and  eiyoj 
their  favours. 

Scipio,  who  impatiently  expected  my  return,  was  oveijoyed  at  seeing 
me;  and  I  redoubled  his  pleasure  by  a  feithfol  report  of  my  jonraey, 
"  Well,  my  friend,"  said  1  to  him  afterwards,  "  how  didst  thou  spend  th« 
day  in  my  absence  ?  didst  thou  divert  thyself  agreeably?" — "As  well,** 
answered  he,  "  as  a  servant  could,  to  whom  nothing  is  so  dear  a«  th* 
presence  of  his  matter.  I  have  walked  all  over  oui  small  territory. 
Sometimes  seated  on  the  brink  of  that  fountain  which  is  in  oar  wood,  I 
took  pleasure  in  contemplating  the  beauty  of  its  waters,  which  are  as  para 
as  those  of  the  sacred  fountain  that  makes  the  vast  forest  of  Albano  echo 
with  its  noise  ;  and  sometimes,  stretched  at  the  root  of  a  tree,  heard  the 
linnets  and  the  nightingales*  tune  their  song.  In  short.I  have  hunted,!  have 

*  It  is  DSt  an  uiachroDUm  to  speik  of  die  linnet  and  nightiiiBale  singing  togctkar 
iDValencUtforin  the  SouthiUirell  as  the  Eait,tlie  latter  U  as  frctiurQUy  beard  by 
day  •■  U  nifbt 
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fished ;  and  what  gave  me  more  satisfaction  than  all  other  amusements,  I 
haT»  read  several  hooks,  as  useful  as  entertaining." 

I  interrupted  my  secretary  with  precipitation,  to  ask  where  he  found  these 
books.  *'I  found  them,"  said  he,  ''in  a  handsome  Ubrary,  which  Mr. 
Joachim  showed  me  in  this  castle." — '*  Ha  I"  said  I,  "  in  what  part  can  this 
pretended  library  be  T  Did  we  not  visit  the  whole  house  on  the  first  day  of 
our  arrival?" — "So  you  imagined,"  answered  he;  "  but  you  must  know 
we  surveyed  three  pavilions  only*  and  forgot  the  fourth,  where  Don  Ceesar, 
when  he  came  to  Lirias,  usually  employed  a  part  of  his  time  in  reading. 
There  are  in  his  libiary  exceedingly  good  books  left  for  you,  as  an  assured 
«itertainment»  when  our  gardens,  stripped  of  their  flowers,  and  our  woods 
of  their  leaves,  shall  have  nothing  left  to  amuse  us.  The  nobleman  of  Levya 
have  not  done  things  by  halves,  but  provided  food  for  the  mind  as  well  as 
for  the  body." 

Truly  rejoiced  at  this  piece  of  news,  I  followed  him  into  the  fourth 
pavilion,  which  presented  a  very  agreeable  seme  to  my  view.  I  beheld  a 
chamber,  which  firom  that  hour  I  destined  to  be  my  apartment,  as  it  had 
been  Don  Caesar's.  The  bed  of  that  nobleman  was  still  there,  together 
with  all  the  rest  of  the  furniture :  that  is,  a  tapestry  with  figures  represent- 
ing the  rape  of  the  Sabine  woman.  From  this  room  I  went  into  a  closet 
surrounded  with  low  presses  filled  with  books,  over  which  appeared  the 
portraits  of  all  our  kings.  There  was  also  a  window,  from  whence  we  had 
a  view  of  a  most  delightful  country,  and  an  ebony  bureau  standing  before 
a  large  sofa,  covered  with  black  maroquin.  But  I  bestowed  my  chief 
attention  upon  the  library,  which  consisted  of  works  of  philosophy,  poetry, 
history,  and  a  great  number  of  romances  on  the  subject  of  knight-errantry, 
I  concluded  that  Don  Ccesar  loved  this  last  kind  of  writing,  since  he  had 
made  such  plentifol  provision  of  it.  I  must  confess,  to  my  shame,  that  I 
was  no  less  pleased  with  these  productions,  notwithstanding  all  the  extra- 
vagancies with  which  they  are  interwoven :  whether  it  was  owing  to  my 
being  at  that  time  no  very  considerate  reader,  or  that  Spaniards  in  general 
are  too  much  captivated  by  the  marvellous ;  I  will  say,  nevertheless,  that  I 
took  more  pleasure  in  sprightly  books  than  morality ;  and  that  Lucian, 
Horace,  and  Erasmus,  became  my  favourite  authors." 

**  Friend,"  said  I  to  Scipio,  when  I  had  surveyed  my  library,  "  here  is 
amusement  indeed ;  but  our  present  business  is  to  retrench  our  house- 
keeping."— "I  will  spare  you  that  task,"  answered  he.  ''During  your 
absence  I  have  studied  your  people,  and  now  may  boast  of  knowing  them 
perfectly  well.  Let  us  begin  with  Mr.  Joachim,  who,  I  believe,  is  a 
complete  rogue,  and  I  don't  doubt  that  he  was  turned  out  of  the  arch- 
bishop's service  for  having  committed  arithmetical  blunders  in  his  accoants. 
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N«T«theleai,  we  must  knp  him  for  two  reaaona ;  tbe  fint  ii,  beeanse  lit 
is  a  good  cook ;  ftnd  the  second,  because  I  shall  always  bare  an  ejre  over 
him :  I  nitt  be  a  apy  npon  hia  actions,  and  he  muat  be  aa  cunniBg  as  the 
deTilif  he  ia  able  to  deceire  me.  I  hare  already  told  him  that  you  intend 
to  dismiss  thTee-foarthi  of  yoni  servants;  apiece  of  news  thai  gave  him 
■ome  pain ;  and  he  assored  me,  that  feeling  an  inclination  to  aerre  yoa,  he 
would,  rather  than  leave  the  house,  be  contented  with  the  half  of  hia 
preaent  wages;  a  ciicumatance  which  makes  me  anspect  that  theie  is  some 
girl  in  the  village  from  whom  he  would  not  willingly  remove.  As  for  the 
cook's  aaaistant,"  added  he, "  he  is  a  drunkaid,  and  the  porter  an  insolent 
fellow,  for  whom  we  have  not  the  least  occasion,  any  more  than  for  tbe 
fowler ;  I  can  easily  fill  up  the  place  of  this  last,  aa  I  will  show  yon  to>  . 
morrow,  since  we  have  plenty  of  fusils,  powder  and  shot.  With  regard  to 
the  lacqueya,  there  is  one  of  them  from  Arragon,  seemingly  a  good  lad, 
him  we  will  keep ;  the  rest  are  such  rogues,  that  I  would  not  advise  you 
to  retain  them,  even  if  you  wanted  a  hundreil  valets." 

Having  maturely  deliberated  on  this  affair,  we  resolved  to  keep  tbe  cook, 
scullion,  and  Arragonian  footman,  and  rid  oarselves  honourably  of  the 
rest.  This  was  eiecuted  that  very  day,  by  means  of  acme  pistolea  which 
Scipio  took  from  our  strong  box,  and  divided  among  them  by  my  order. 
When  we  had  made  this  reformation,  we  established  a  certain  order  in  the 
house,  regulated  the  office  of  each  domestic,  and  began  to  live  at  our  own 
expense.  I  would  have  been  contented  with  a  frugal  ordinary;  but  my 
secretary,  who  loved  ragoota  and  datnttes,  nas  not  the  man  to  leave 
Ur.  Joachim's  skill  unemployed.  He  kept  him  so  well  at  work,  thnt  our 
dinners  and  suppers  might  have  served  a  company  of  Bemardine  monks. 
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CHAPTER  VIU. 


TBI  AMOVKM  OF  OIL  BLAI  AMD  TH>  PAIS  AlfTOMIA. 


tl^^^^^'^'^m^  WO  days  after  m.y  return  from  Valencia  to 
~^v  VT>.  T\  I  ^/—^  f"^    Liriaa,  Baiil  the  labonrer,  my  fiirmer,  came 

^  inthemomingtoaskleaTetopresentAntonia 

I  liisdaaghter,who,besaid,wantedtobBTelho 
honour  of  saluting  her  new  master.    I  told 

f  him,  that  it  wonld  give  me  great  pleasure; 
upon  irhich  he  went  out,  and  returned  soon 
after  with  the  foir  Antonia.    I  think  I  may 

'  give  that  epithet  to  a  tnaid  of  sixteen  or 
eighteen  years,  who,  with  the  most  regular  features,  possessed  the  fairest 
complexion  and  finest  eyes  in  the  world.  Though  she  was  clad  in  a 
stuff  gown,  her  rich  hair,  majestic  port,  and  graces  that  do  not  alwaya 
accompany  youth,  dignified  the  simplicity  of  her  dress.  She  wore  no 
cap  on  her  head,  her  hair  being  tied  np  behind  with  a  knot  of  flowers,  in 
the  manner  of  the  Lacedsmonian  women.  When  she  entered  my  cham- 
ber, Inas  as  mnch  rttuck  with  her  beanty,  as  the  knights  of  Charlemagne's 
court  with  the  charms  of  Angelica.  Instead  of  receiving  Antonia  with 
ease,  and  saying  kind  things  to  her ;  instead  of  congratulating  the  ftther  On 
his  happiness  in  having  such  m  charming  daughter,  I  stood  confounded, 
aatonished,  and  mute.  Scipio,  who  perceived  my  disorder,  spoke  in  my 
room,  and  was  at  the  expense  of  those  praises  which  I  owed  to  that  lovely 
creature.  As  for  her  part,  notat  all  dazzled  bymyflgnre,in  mymoming 
gown  and  cap,  she  saluted  me  without  any  concern,  and  made  me  a  com- 
pliment which,  though  common,  enchanted  my  affection.  In  tha  mean- 
tjme,  while  my  secretary,  Basil,  and  his  daughter,  were  employed  in  mutual 
civilities,  I  recollected  myself;  and  to  make  amends  for  the  stupid  silence 
I  had  hitherto  kept,  passed  from  one  extreme  to  another,  launched  out  in 
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gallant  diaooun^  aad  qx>ke  with  ao  much  Tiradtj,  that  I  dwrmcd  BaaalL 
who,  looking  upon  me  alreadj  aa  a  man  who  wofuld  pot  everjr  thing  is 
practice  to  aeduoe  Antonia,  went  out  of  my  i^artment  with  her  in  a  hniiy, 
resolved  perhaps  to  withdraw  her  from  my  eyes  for  ever. 

Scipioy  seeing  himself  alone  with  me,  aaid  with  a  smile.  "Heare  is 
another  resource  against  the  tedious  hours.  I  did  not  know  that  youf 
fanner  had  such  a  handsome  daughter,  having  never  before  seen  her^ 
though  I  have  been  twice  at  her  father's  house :  he  must  be  at  ipeat  pains 
to  conceal  her ;  and  I  commend  his  care.  Egad,  she's  a  delicate  moraeL 
But,'*  added  he,  '*  I  believe  I  need  not  say  so  to  you,  who  were  dazskd  by 
her  at  first  sight."— «' I  don't  deny  it,"  answered  I.  ''Ah !"  my  child  i 
thought  I  saw  a  celestial  substance.  She  inflamed  me  all  of  suddesg  and 
pierced  my  heart  with  an  arrow  swift  aa  lightning." 

"I  am  ravished,"  replied  my  secretary,  ''to  learn  that  you  areatlast 
in  love.  You  wanted  a  mistreas  to  make  yon  enjoy  perfect  happiness  m 
your  soUtude.  Thank  Heaven  you  have  now  all  sorts  of  conveniences.  I 
know,"  continued  he,  "that  we  shall  have  some  difficulty  in  deceiving  the 
vigilance  of  Basil ;  but  leave  that  to  me.  I  undertake  in  three  days  to 
procure  for  you  a  private  interview  with  Antpnia." — "Mr.  Scipio^"  aaid 
I9  "  perhaps  you  might  not  be  able  to  keep  your  promise ;  but  this  is  not 
what  I  am  'Curious  to  tiy .  I  have  no  intention  to  tempt  the  virtue  of  that 
girl,  who  seems  to  deserve  that  I  should  entertain  other  sentiments  of  her. 
Wherefore,  far  from  exacting  of  your  zeal  that  you  should  assist  me  in 
dishonouring  her,  I  am  resolved,  by  your  mediation,  to  espouse  hex^ 
provided  her  h^i^rt-is  not  eng^g^  to  another."—"  I  did  not  exped^"  said 
he,  "  to  see  you  take  such  a  sudden  resolution  to  marry.  Many  country 
gentlemen  in  your  place  would  not  deal  so  hoij^urably ;  they  would  never 
entertain  legitimate  views  w^th  regard  to  Antonia,  until  they  had  tried 
others  to  no  purpose.  But  .however,"  added  he,  don't  imagine  that  I 
condemn  your  love,  and  seek  to  dissuade  you  from  your  design.  Your 
farmer's  daughter  deserves  the  honour  you  intend  for  her  if  she  can  bestow 
upon  you  a  heart  disengaged,  and  sensible  of  your  generosity.  This  I  must 
inform  myself  of  to-day,  in  a  conversation  with  the  father,  and  perhaps  with 
herself." 

My  confidant,  who  was  a  punctual  man  in  performing  his  promisesi 
went  privately  to  visit  Basil,  and  in  the  evening  came  to  me  in  my  closet, 
where  I  waited  with  impatience  mingled  with  fear.  Drawing  a  good 
omen  from  his  cheerful  look,  "  If  I  may  believe,"  said  I,  "  that  smile  on 
thy  face,  thou  comest  to  signify  that  I  shall  soon  enjoy  my  wish." — "Yes^ 
my  dear  master,"  he  replied,  "every  thing  is  propitious  to  you.  J  have 
had  a  conversation  with  Basil  and  his  daughter,  to  whoin  I  declared  your 
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intentioii.  The  fkther  is  oveijOTed  to  hear  your  dengn  to  he  his  son-iu- 
kw ;  and  I  can  assure  you*  that  yoa  are  very  much  to  Antonia's  taste." — 
**0  Ueatenl"  cried  I,  in  a  transport  of  joy,  ^^  what  I  am  I  so  happy  as 
to  he  agreeable  to  that  lovely  creature?" — ''Doubtless/'  he  resumed. 
**She  already  lores  you.  I  have  not*indeed  drawn  that  confession  from 
her  mouth;  hut  I  am  convinoed  of  her  passion,  by  the  gaiety  she 
discovered  when  she  understood  your  design.  Nevertheless,"  added  he, 
"you  have  a  rival." — ''A  rival!"  cried  I,  changing  colour.  ''You  need 
not  be  much  alarmed,"  sud  he ;  "  that  rival  will  not  rob  you  of  the  heart 
of  your  mbtress;  he  is  no  other  than  Mr.  Joachim,  your  cook." — *'  Ah  I 
Ifhe  hang-dog  I"  said  I,  bursting  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  "  this  vras  his 
reason  for  showing  such  reluctance  to  quit  my  service." — "The  very 
same,"  answered  Sdpio.  "He  some  days  ago  demanded  Antonia  in 
marriage,  and  met  with  a  polite  refusal." — "With  difference  to  thy  better 
Advice,**  I  resumed,  "  metfiinks  it  will  be  proper  to  rid  oursdres  of  the 
rogue,  before  he  can  get  notice  that  I  intend  to  marry  Basil*s  daughter; 
a  cook,  thou  knowest  is  a  dangerous  rival."-*-"  You  are  in  the  right," 
replied  my  confidant ;  "  we  must  dear  the  house  of  him.  I  will  give  him 
his  leave  to-morrow  morning  before  he  begins  to  work,  and  then  you 
flihall  have  nothing  to  fear  either  from  his  sauces  or  his  love.  I  am  sorry, 
however,  to  lose  such  an  excellent  cook ;  but  I  sacrifice  my  palate  to  your 
safety." — "Thou  needest  not  regret  him  so  much,"  said  I ;  the  loss  is 
not  irreparable :  I  wfll  send  to  Yalenda  for  a  cook  as  good  as  he."  And 
indeed  I  wrote  immediately  to  Don  Alphonso,  that  I  had  occasion  for  a 
cook ;  and  the  very  next  day  he  sent  one  who  consoled  Scipio  at  once. 

Although  the  zealous  secretary  had  told  me  that  he  perodved  Antonia 
vras  pleased  in  her  heart  with  the  conquest  which  she  had  made  of  her  mas- 
ter, I  durst  not  depend  upon  his  report,  being  apprehendve  that  he  might 
have  been  deceived  by  false  a^^arances.  To  be  more  sure  of  the  matter, 
I  resolved  to  speak  in  person  to  the  fair  Antonia ;  and  repairing  to  Basil's 
house,  confirmed  what  my  ambassador  had  told  him.  That  honest  peasant 
a  man  of  frankness  and  dmplicity,  having  heard  my  design,  assured  me 
that  he  would  bestow  his  daughter  upon  me  with  the  utmost  satisfiiction ; 
"  but,"  added  he,  "  don't  think  that  it  is  on  account  of  your  being  lord  of 
the  manor.  Were. you  still  no  more  than  the  steward  of  Don  Giesar 
and  Don  Alphonso,  I  vrould  prefer  you  to  all  the  other  suitors  who  present 
themsdves.  I  have  always  had  a  regard  fbr  you ;  and  what  gives  me  the 
most  concern  is,  that  Antonia  cannot  bring  you  a  large  fortune.*' — "I  ask 
nothing  with  her,"  said  I ;  her  person  is  dl  the  wedth  to  whidi  I  iMpire.** 
— "  Your  most  humble  servant  I"  cried  he ;  that  is  not  my  intention;  I 
mn  not  such  a  beggar  as  to  marry  my  daughter  in  that  manner.    Basil  de 
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Bnenotrigo  i«  in  a  oonditlon,  thank  Ood,  to  give  ber  b  dowry ;  and  tit 
every  dinner  you  beitow  npon  her,  ahe  shall  afford  a  sapper  to  joa.  Int 
word,  the  fent  of  jour  estate,  which  is  but  five  hundred  docats,  alidt 
amount  to  a  thonaand  by  tirtue  of  this  marriage." 

'*  You  shall  do  in  that  as  you  please,  my  dear  Basil,"  I  replied ;  "  we 
shall  haTe  no  disputes  about  iatereat;  and  now  that  w«  ore  agreed,  ibe 
sole  business  is  to  obtun  the  consent  of  yonr  daughter." — "  Ton  hax 
mine,"  Bud  he,  "  and  that  is  enough."—"  Not  altogether,"  Misweredl; 
« if  yonra  is  necessary,  beta  is  ao  too." — "  Hers  depends  upon  me,"  aaii 
be :  "I  would  fain  see  her  refuse !" — -"  Antonia,"  1  resamed,  **  MibmiMin 
to  paternal  authority,  is  ready,  without  doubt,  to  obey  yon  impUddj; 
but  I  don't  know  if  ahe  can  do  it  upon  this  occaaion  without  rditctaace: 
and  it'  she  can't,  I  ahould  never  be  consoled  for  hanng  made  her  unhappy; 
In  short,  it  is  not  enough  for  me  to  obtain  her  hand  of  yoo,  onlew  hs 
heart  goes  to  the  bargain." — "  By'r  lady!"  said  Baul,  "  I  don't  imdat. 
atand  all  this  philosophy;  speak  yonr«elf  to  Antonia,  and  yon  shall  ttt, 
if  I  am  not  mistiAeD,  IJiat  she  desires  no  better  than  to  be  your  wife." 


So  saying,  he  called  his  daughter,  and  left  me  alooe  with  her  fora  minnle 
or  two. 
That  I  might  enjoy  the  jnedoua  opportunity,  I  came  to  tiu  poiat  M 


once.  "  Fair  Ant<mi>,"  lald  I,  "  determine  mjr  fate.  Although  I  hare 
joor  father's  conacnt,  don't  think  thkt  I  intend  to  btuI  myself  of  it,  in 
doing  violence  to  your  IncUnatiun.  Charming  as  it  is,  I  renonnce  the 
posseBsion  of  yon,  if  you  say  that  I  mu«t  owe  it  to  your  obedience  only." — 
*'  That  is  Yihxt  I  ivill  not  say,"  answered  she  :  "  your  addresses  are  too 
agreeable  to  gire  me  pain;  and  instead  of  murrauring,  I  approve  of  my 
father's  choice.  I  don't  know,"  continued  she,  "  whether  I  do  well  or  iU 
in  talking  thus ;  bnt  if  you  were  disagreeable  to  me,  I  should  be  fraok  enough 
to  own  it :  why  then  may  I  not  say  the  contrary  with  the  same  freedom  ?" 
At  these  words,  which  I  could  not  hear  without  being  charmed,  I  kneeled 
before  Antonia;  and  in  the  excess  of  my  joy,  seizing  one  of  her  fair  hands, 
kissed  it  with  the  utmost  tenderness  and  passion.  "  My  dear  Antonia," 
said  I,  "  I  am  enchapted  with  your  frankness  ;  eontinae  the  s&me  uncon* 
struned  behaviour;  and  as  you  speak  to  your  husband,  disclose  your  whole 
soul  to  his  view.  May  I  then  flatter  myself  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  see 
your  fortune  joined  to  mine  !"  Basil  coming  in  at  that  instant  hindered 
me  from  proceeding.  Impatient  to  know  his  daaghtcr's  answer,  and  ready 
to  grumble,  had  she  shown  the  least  aversion  for  me,  "  Well,"  said  he, 
"  are  yon  satisfied  with  Antonia  ?" — "  I  am  so  well  satisfied  with  her," 
answered  I,  "  that  I  will  this  very  moment  go  and  make  preparations  for 
my  marriage."  So  saying,  I  took  my  leftve  of  the  father  and  daughter, 
10  go  and  consult  with  my  secretary  on  that  Rti1>jc<ct. 
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LiBOvaH  I  »u  under  no  neceuity  of 
obtaioing  the  permisBioiL  of  the  noblemen 
or  Lie\jt,  Sd^o  tmd  I  ccaclnded,  tLat  n  e 
could  not  in  hoaonr  omit  imparting  to 
them  my  design  of  mairjing  Bdsll'fl 
daughter,  and  of  asking  th^  consent,  out' 
of  good  manners. 

t  Bet  out  unmedlately  for  Valencia,  wberei 
they  were  aa  much  surprfsed  to  see  me 
to  hear  the  cause  of  mj  journey.  Don  C»sat  and  his  son,  having  seeii 
Antonis  mora  than  once,  congratnlated  me  on  my  choice.  Don  Cmssf 
Mpecially,  complimented  me  upon  it  with  such  vivacity,  that  if  I  had  not 
believed  him  to  be  a  man  quite  weaned  from  certain  amasementa,  T 
should  have  suspected  that  he  had  gone  sometimes  to  Ltriu,  to  see  Us 
farmer's  daughter,  rather  than  to  visit  his  own  house.  Semphlna,  after 
itaving  Rsaared  me  that  she  would  always  bear  a  large  part  in  what  sbonltt 
concern  me,  said  she  heard  a  very  good  character  of  AntonisT 
"  But,"  added  she  with  a  satirical  look,  as  if  she  reproached  me  for  the 
indifference  with  which  I  repaid  Bephors'e  passion,  "if  I  had  not  beard 
her  beauty  extolled.  L  should  depend  upon  your  taste,  the  deNca<7  of 
which  I  know." 

Don  Csaar  and  his  son  not  only  approved  of  my  marriage,  bnt  d«elate4 
that  they  would  defray  the  whole  expense  of  it.  "  Qa  back  to  Lirlas,** 
Mid  they, "  and  make  yoorself  easy  until  yon  hear  tnm  ns.  Make  no 
preparation  for  your  nuptials,  but  leave  that  to  our  care."  In  compGasce 
with  their  desire,  I  retnmed  to  my  house;  and  making  Basil  and  Ma 
daoghter  acquainted  nith  the  intention  of  oui  patrons,  we  wutod  tbeir 
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order  ftS  patiently  as  we  conld.  During  eight  days,  however,  we  reeeived 
aoDft :  but  to  make  amends,  oa  the  ninth,  a  coach  and  lour  anired  full  of 
mantua-makers,  and  rich  stuffs  for  the  bride's  dothes,  and  escorted  by 
several  men  in  Uvery,  mounted  on  mules*  One  of  them  brought  a  letter 
for  me,  from  Don  Alphonso,  importing  that  he  would  be  at  Lirias  next 
day,  with  his  father  and  spouse ;  and  that  the  ceremony  of  my  marriage 
should  be  celebrated  on  the  day  following,  by  the  grand  vicar  of  Valencia. 
Accordingly,  Don  Csesar,  his  son,  and  Seraphina,  did  not  fail  to  come  with 
tliat  cler^man,  all  four  together  in  a  coach  and  mx,  preoeded  by  another 
drawn  by  four,  in  which  were  Seraphina's  women,  and  attended  by  the 
governor's  guards. 

My  lady  governess  was  scarce  arrived,  jrhen  she  expressed  the  utmost 
impatience  to  see  Antonia,  who,  on  her  part,  no  sooner  nuderatood  that 
^raphina  was  alighted,  than  she  ran  to  salute  her,  and  kissed  her  hand 
with  such  a  good  grace,  that  all  the  company  admired  her  politeness, 
''Well,  madam,"  said  Don  Csesar  to  his  daughter-in-law,  *'what  do  you 
think  of  Antonia?  Could  Santillane  have  made  a  better  choice  V — ''No, 
indeedt"  replied  Seraphina,  "  they  are  worthy  of  each  other,  and  I  don't 
doubt  that  their  union  will  be  prefectly/happy."  In  short,  every  one 
praised  the  bride ;  and  if  she  was  much  applauded  in  her  country  garb» 
every  body  was  charmed  with  her  when  she  appeared  in  a  richer  dress. 
Her  air  was  so  noble,  and  her  deportment  so  easy,  that  one  would  have 
thought  she  had  never  worn  any  other. 

The  moment  being  arrived  in  which  propitious  Hymen  was  to  join  my 
&te  to  hers,  Don  Alphonso,  taking  me  by  the  hand,  led  me  .to  the  altar, 
sfhile  Seraphina  did  the  same  honour  to  the  bride.  In  this  order  we 
lepaired  to  the  village  chapel,  where  the  vicar  attended  to  marry  us ;  and 
that  ceremony  was  performed  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  inhahitants 
of  Liria?^  and  all  the  rieh  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood,  whom  Basil  had 
invited  to  Antonia's  wedding  with  their  daughters  dressed  in  ribbons  and 
flowctfSy  hoViing  tabors  in  their  hands.  Vfe  then  returned  to  my  house, 
wher^  by  the  care  of  Scipio,  who  was  contriver  of  the  feast,  we  fband 
three  tables  covered,  one  for  the  noblemen,  another  for  ihdr  attendants, 
tad  the  third,  which  was  the  largest,  for  the  rest  of  the  guests.  Antonia 
sat  at  the  firsts  by  desire  of  the  lady  governess ;  1  did  the  honours  of  the 
second,  and  Basil  took  care  of  the  third.  As  for  Scipio,  he  did  not  sit^ 
but  ifent  irom  one  table  to  another,  employing  himself  in  serving  and 
aati^ying  every  individual. 

»  As  the  entertainment  was  prepared  by  the  governor's  cooks,  it  could 
not  fail  of  being  complete  in  all  its  parts.  The  good  wines,  of  which 
Mr.  Joachim  had  made  ample  provision,  were  drank  with  profusion ;  the 
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(UMts  began  to  wax  warm,  and  mirth  and  jolUty  reigned,  ifben  we  were, 
all  of  a  sudden,  inteimpted  b^  an  incident  that  alarmed  me.  Mj  aecrotary 
being  in  the  hall,  where  I  sat  at  table  with  the  principal  offlcera  of  Don 
Alphonso,  and  Serapbina's  women,  fell  down  upon  the  floor,  wSthont 
■ense  or  motion.  I  ran  to  his  assistance,  and  while  I  was  busied  in 
bringing  htm  to  himself  again,  one  of  the  women  funted  away.    All  the 


company  concluded  that  there  most  be  some  mystery  in  this  doable 
swooniag,a8itactualIyconcealedone,whichinaUttIe  time  was  explained; 
for,  soon  after  Scipio  lecoveied  his  apirits,  and  said  to  me,  softly, "  Why 
should  the  happiestof  your  days  be  the  most  disagreeable  of  mine?  Itia 
impossible  for  one  to  shun  his  destiny,"  added  he :  "  I  hKTe  found  my  wife 
in  the  person  of  one  of  Serapbina's  maids." 
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""What  do  I  hear?*'  cried  I,  "that  is  not  possible  I  What!  art  thou 
the  husband  of  the  ladj  who  was  taken  ill  at  the  same  time  with  thee  ?**— 
"Yes,  sir,"  he  replied,  "  1  am  her  husband :  and  fortune,  I  swear,  could 

not  play  me  a  more  villanous  trick  than  that  of  bringing  her  to  my  yiew," 

" I  don't  know,  mj friend,"  said  I,  "what  reason  thou  hast  to  complain 
of  thy  wife ;  but  whaterer  cause  she  may  have  given  thee,  pray  constrain 
thyself;  if  thou  loTest  me,  do  not  disturb  this  entertainment  by  showing 
thy  resentment." — "You  shall  be  satisfied  with  my  behaviour,"  replied 
Scipio,  "and  see  whether  or  not  I  can  dissemble." 

So  saying,  he  went  up  to  his  wife,  who  by  the  asdstanoe  of  her  com- 
panions, was  also  recovered,  and  embracing  her  with  the  appeamce  of 
as  much  passion  as  if  he  had  been  ravished  to  see  her  again  :  "  Ah !  my 
dear  Beatrice,"  said  he,  "  Heaven  has  united  us  again,  after  ten  years  of 
separation ;  O  happy  moment  for  me !" — "I  don't  know,"  answered  his 
wife,  "whether  or  not  you  really  feel  any  joy  in  meeting  me  here ;  but  this 
I  am  certain  of,  I  gave  you  no  just  cause  to  leave  me.  What  I  you  found 
me  one  night  with  Signor  Don  Ferdinand  de  Levya,  who  wns  in  love  with 
my  mistress  Julia,  and  whose  passion  I  assisted ;  and  you  took  it  in  your 
head  that  I  listened  to  him,  at  the  expense  of  your  and  my  honour :  there- 
upon jealousy  turned  your  brain :  you  quitted  Toledo,  and  fled  from  me  as 
from  a  monster,  without  deigning  to  come  to  an  explanation !  whidi  of 
us  two,  if  you  please,  has  the  most  reason  to  complain?" — "You,  to  be 
sure,"  replied  Scipio.  "Yes,  doubtless,"  said  she.  "Don  Ferdinand 
spon  after  your  departure  from  Toledo,  married  Julia,  with  whom  I  stayed, 
as  long  as  she  lived ;  and  since  we  were  robbed  of  her  by  an  untimely 
death,  I  have  beeii  in  the  service  *of  my  lady  her  sister,  who,  as  well  as 
her  women,  can  answer  for  the  purity  of  my  morals." 

My  secretary  at  this  discourse,  the  falsity  of  which  he  could  not  prove 
behaved  as  became  him.  "Once  more,"  said  he  to  his  wife,  "I  own  my 
fault  and  ask  pardon  before  this  honourable  assembly."  Then  I,  inter- 
ceding for  him,  begged  that  Beatrice  would  forget  what  was  past :  assuring 
her,  that,  for  the  future,  her  husband's  sole  study  should  be  to  give  her 
satisfaction.  She  yielded  to  myientreaty,  and  the  whole  company  applauded 
their  reunion ;  for  the  better  celebration  of  which,  they  were  made  to  sit 
by  one  another.  Their  health  was  toasted ;  every  body  complimented 
them,  and  the  feast  seemed  to  have  been  madd  rather  on  account  of  their 
reconciliation  than  of  my  nuptials. 

The  third  table  was  the  first  forsaken.  The  young  peasants  got  up  to 
dance  with  the  country  maids,  who,  by  the  noise  of  their  tabors,  soon 
brought  the  company  from  the  other  rooms,  and  inspired  them  with  the 
desire  of  following  their  example.    Every  body  was  now  in  motion :  the 


govermit'fl  oKcers  1>egan  to  danM  with  l)i»--«ttetidants  oTliff^jLij 
govetnesi  r  *•■  uMnama-  thMiselrea  niigM- »  -AIm  diHauDl^  -X^ 
Alphoiuo  danced  a  sanband  with  Seraphina,  Don  Cvaar  performed 
with  AnUtnia,  who  Cftme  afterwards  and  took  me  out,  acquitting  heraelf 
prettj  well,  conudering  that  ahe  had  only  rec«iTed  «  few  leMons  in  the 
house  of  a  relation,  who  wai  the  wife  of  a  dtiaen  of  Atbansin.  Aa  for 
me,  who  had  learned  in  the  house  of  the  tfarchioness  of  Chavea,  the 
wsembly  looked  upon  me  as  a  great  dancer.  With  regard  to  Beatrice 
and  Scipio,  thej  preferred  a  private  converuitioa  to  dancing,  and  gaT* 
each  otlier  an  account  of  what  had  happened  to  them  since  their  parting: 
but  t^ej  were  interrupted  by  Sersphlna.  who  belqg  u)^n»e,4 ,?'- it^fi^ 
meeting,  sent  for  them  to  express  her  joy  at  their  reconciliation.  "My 
children,"  aud  she,  "  on  this  day^  rejoicing,  it  is  an  addition  to  my 
satisfaction  to  see  you  restored  to  each  oilier.  Friend  Scipio,  I  gire  you 
back  your  apouw,  and  protest  to  yon,  that  heR,«andiKt  Itt«~«ilwutyMi 
irreproachable ;  yon  may  iiva  here  happily  togefliM^  and  yo^m^Boe, 
attach  yonrtdf  to  Antonia,  and  be  ea  much  devoted  to  bet  u  your  ^jJfaiiA 
is  to  Signor  de  Santtllaae."  Seipio,  after  (his,  could  ^e4«^te^  l^dng 
upon  his  wife  as  another  Penelope,  said  promised  to? treat ^er  with  tH 
imaginable  affecti<»i,  ,  ^^r-' 

The  young  peasants  and  their  partners,  haviK  danced  all  day,  '^'fCd  to 
their  own  bouses ;  but  the  festiTal  was  contitrued  sf  the  ^astle,  ttcfe 
a  magnificent  snpperwsa  prepared;  and  when  tt  wu  luii»4(^MM|fcat| 
the  grand  viear  blessed  the  nuptial  bad ;  Sar^thina  undMased  the  bnde, 
and  the  nobleman  of  Lerya  did  me  the  same  bonoor.  WhU  wu  Uieivy 
enough,  the  officers  of  Don  Alphonso,  and  the  ladles  at  the  govimeM^ 
took  it  in  their  heads  to  perform  the  ntM  ceremony  to  Beatrice  and  8<iips»; 
who,  to  make  the  scene  more  comical,  rery^gravely  allowed  themaehM  (^ 
be  stripped  and  put  to  bed. 
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v  th«  DCxt  dtj  aflei  my  mamage,  ths 
loida  at  LvTfa  retttrned  to  Vftlencia. 
«ft«r  hafiag  given  me  a  thonsand  new 
naifca  of  frienddiip ;  so  that  nj  secre- 
tary and  I  ranaioed  in  tiia  honse  with 
our  wives  uid  servants  only. 

Tlie  core  wMoh  bot^of  OS  took  to  idaaae 
Uie  Udiei  vu  not  meffectoftl  t  in  a  little 
time  I  inspired  i^  wife  with  aa  much  love 
rormekaclkadfoihei;  and  Scipio  mode 
hia  qmiue  forget  the  aortowa  which  he  had  made  her  sufier,  Beatrice, 
^ko had  a  pliant  obliging  teiDpar,eauly  insinuated  herself  into  the  &voiir. 
Mad  gained  the  coiddeTice  of  h«r  miatresa.  In  short,  we  all  foar  agreed 
to  adiuratioB,  and  began  to  eiyoy  a  situfttion  worthy  of  envy.  All  otur 
days  glided  away  in  the  moat  agreeable  amusements.  Antonia  was  natu- 
rally grave,  but  Beatrice  and  I  were  very  gay;  and  had  we  been  otherwise, 
Scipio'i  presence  was  enough  to  keep  oS  melancholy.  He  waa  an  incom- 
parable fbltow  for  society ;  one  of  those  comical  creatures,  whose  ap- 
pearance alone  can  make  a  company  merry. 

One  day  we  took  a  whim,  after  dinner,  to  go  and  take  &  desta  in  the 
most  agreeable  jdace  of  the  wood,  when  myaecretary  was  ii^  suchagood 
humour,  that  he  banished  all  dasiie  of  sleeping  by  hie  merry  discourse. 
"  Hold  thy  tongue,  friend,"  said  I,  *'  or,  if  thou  art  neotved  to  keep 
us  from  taking  oni  nap,  entertain  ns  with  some  story  worthy  of  our 
attention.'* 
"With  all  mf  heart,  sir,"  answered  he :  "  shall  I  recount  (he  history  of 


f2e 


BOOK   X.— «BAF.   X. 


King  PeUgiui  ?"* — "Iwouldntherhearthjowa,"!  leplied;  *>bnt  Ui«t 
i>  a  pleuon  tboa  bast  nol  thought  proper  tu  gin  me  since  we  lure  lived 
together,  nor  ever  wilt,  I  suppose." — And  wh&t  is  the  reason  ?"  said  Le. 
"  If  I  haTS  not  recounted  my  own  history,  it  was  because  you  nexer 
expressed  the  least  desire  to  hear  it:  it  iinot,  therefore,  my  fault  that  yon 
are  ignorant  of  my  adventures ;  and  if  you  are  in  the  least  carious  to  know 
them,  I  am  ready  to  satisfy  your  curiosity,"  Antonia,  Beatrice,  and  I, 
took  him  at  his  word,  and  disposed  ourselves  in  order  to  hear  his  narrauon, 
which  conldnot  miss  of  having  a  good  effect,  either  in  diverting  or  lolling 
us  asleep. 

"  Had  it  depended  upon  me,"  said  8cipio,"Ishould  have-been  the  son  of 
aome  grandee,  or  knight  of  Alcantara  at  least;  butas  one  doeanot  ciioose 
his  own  father,  yon  must  know  that  mine  was  an  honest  soldier  of  the 
holy  brotherhood,  Torribio  Scipio  by  name.     While  he  was  travelling  to 


*  Pelagim,  the  Erst  Kiag  of  Leon,  reigned  in  tbe  eighlh  century ;  and  he  liird 
some  time  in  lubjcction  to  the  SsraccDi  In  Spain ;  blii  resolving  to  ifaske  off  the 
yokt  of  luch  bsrbarou*  tjrsDny,  he  put  bimiclf  at  tbe  head  of  the  ChtisUaiu  who 
hid  fled  for  reAige  to  the  Aitnrisn  moantaiDi,  and  being  declaied  kiog,  took  amu 
uainit  tbe  Infideli,  whom  be  Tsnqniihed  in  s  blood;  banle,  and  laid  the  fonndatioa 
of  the  kiogdom  of  Leon,  in  which  be  reigned  for  twenty  years. 
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•ad  fro  on  the  highway,  where  bis  prof^ion  obliged  lam  almost  ahrayt; 
to  be»  he  met  bj  accident^  one  day,  between  Cuenca  and  To1edo>  a  young 
g^psey,  whom  he. thought  very  handsome.  She  was  alone^  on  foot,  and 
carried  her  wdiole  fortune  in  a  kind  of  knapsack  on  her  back :  "  Which  way 
^  Jon  go,  my  dear?''  said  he  to  her,  soflbening  his  roic^  which  was 
natuBaUy  rough*  ''Signor  CavaUer/'  answered  she,  *'I  am  going  to 
toledo,  where  I  hope  to  gain  an  honest  liyelihood  in  some  shape  or  olher." 
— -^'That  18  a  laudable  intention,"  he  resumed,  *'and  I  don't  doubt  that 
you  have  more  strings  than  one  to  your  bow." — "Yes,  thank  Grod,"  said 
she,  "I  have  more  talents  than  one;  I  can  compose  pomatums  and 
essencea  for  the  ladies ;  I  tell  fortunes ;  turn  the  sieve  to  find  things  that 
are  lost ;  and  show  all  that  people  want  to  see  in  a  glass  or  mirror." 

Torribio  concluding  that  such  a  girl  would  be  a  very  advantageous 
match  for  him,  who  could  scarcely  live  by  his  employment,  though  he  was 
very  dexterous  at  U,  offered  to  marry  her :  she  accepted  the  proposal,  and 
they  repaired  with  all  diligence  to  Toledo,  where  they  were  wedded ;  and 
you  see  in  me  the  worthy  fruit  of  these  noble  nuptials.  They  settled  in  the 
auburbs»  where  my  mother  began  to  sell  pomatums  and  essences  ;  but  that 
trade  not  answering,  she  became  a  fortune-teller.  It  was  then  that  she 
saw  the  crowns  and  pistoles  shower  upon  her ;  a  thousand  dupes  of  both 
sexes  soon  raised  the  reputation  of  Coscolina,  which  was  the  gipsey's 
name.  Somebody  caine  every  day  to  beg  her  to  employ  her  ministry  for 
him ;  sometimes  a  needy  nephew,  who  wanted  to  know  when  his  uncle, 
whose  sole  hm  he  was,  would  set  out  for  the  other  world ;  and  sometimes 
aigidl,  wishing  to  know  if  a  certain  cavalier,  to  whom  she  had  granted  the 
firrouiv  on  promise  pf  marriage,  would,  ke^  his  word. 

Please  to  observe  that  my  mother's  prediction?  were  always  favourable  to 
those  who  solicited  them ;  if  they  proved  true,  good  and  well ;  but  when 
th^  came  back  to  reproach  her,  because  the  contrary  of  what  she  had 
prophesied  came  to  pass,  she  answered  coldly,  that  they  must  attribute  it 
to  the  demon,  who  notwithstanding  the  force  of  the  conjurations  which  she 
employed  to  make  him  reveal  what  would  happen,  was  sometimes  so 
UMklicioiis  as  to  deceive  her. 

When  my  mother,  for  the  honour  of  her  profession,  thought  she  must 
make  the  devil  appear  in  her  operations,  Torribio  Scipio  always  acted 
that  part,  which  he  performed  p^fectly  well ;  the  roughness  of  his  voices 
and  ugliness  of  his  face,  giving  him  an  appearance  suitable  ta  the 
diaracter  which  he  represented.  Those  that  were  in  the  least  timorous  were 
always  terrified  by  my  father's  figure.  But  one  day,  unfortunately,  there 
came  a  brutal  fellow  of  a  captain  to  see  the  devil,  whom  he  ran  through 
the  body.  The  holy  office,  informed  of  the  devil's  death,  sent  its  officers 
80 
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to  the  house  of  Cosoolina,  whom  they  seized  with  all  her  effi^et* ;  and  ^ 
who  was  then  but  seven  years  old,  was  put  into  the  hospital  of  Los  Nioos.^ 
There  were  in  that  house  charitable  clergymen,  who,  being  well  paid  lor 
the  education  of  poor  orphans,  were  at  the  trouble  of  teaching  them  to 
read  and  write.     They  looked  upon  me  as  a  promising  child,  and  on  that 
account  distinguished  me  from  the  rest  by  choosing  me  to  run  on  their 
errands.    They  sent  me  into  the  city  with  letters  and  messages ;  and  I 
made  the  responses  at  mass.     By  way  of  reoompence,  they  undertook  to 
teach  me  the  Latin  tongue;  but  they  behaved  so  rudely,  and  treated  me. 
with  such  rigour,  notwithstanding  the  small  services  I  did  them,  that, 
being  no  longer  able  to  bear  it,  I  ran  away  one  morning,  when  I  was  sent 
out  early  on  an  errand ;  and  iar  from  returning  to  the  hospital,  quitted 
Toledo  by  the  suburbs  that  lie  on  the  Seville  side  of  the  dty.    Though  I 
was  scarcely  yet  nine  years  old,  I  felt  a  sensible  pleasure  in  being  free,  and 
master  of  my  own  actions.    I  was  without  money,  and  without  food :  hat 
what  did  that  signify?    I  had  no  lessons  to  study,  nor  themes  to  compose. 
After  having  walked  about  two  hours,  my  little  legs  began  to  reftise  their 
service :  I  had  never  before  made  such  a  long  journey ;  and  I  found  - 
myself  obliged  to  halt,  and  give  them  some  rest.     I  sat  down  under  a 
tree,  by  the  side  of  the  road ;  and  there,  for  my  amusement,  took  my 
Budiments  out  of  my  pocket,  and  read  it  in  sport ;  then  remembering  the 
stripes  and  floggings  which  it  had  made  me  receive,  I  tore  out  the  leaves^ 
saying  in  great  wrath :  "  Ah,  dog  of  a  book  1  thou  thalt  never  make  me 
shed  tears  again.'^    While  I  thus  glutted  my  revenge,  strewing  the  gromid 
ahout  me  with  declensions  and  conjugations,  a  hermit  passed  by,  with  a 
white  beard,  large  spectacles,  and  a  venerable  air.    He  came  up  to  mcv 
and  we  examined  each  other  with  great  earnestness.     **  My  litlJe  gentle- 
man,'' said  he,  smiling,  ''we  seem  to  look  at  one  another  with  great 
attention :  I  believe  it  would  not  be  a  bad  scheme  for  us  to  live  together 
in  my  hermitage,  which  is  not  two  hundred  yards  from  hence."— "I  am 
your  humble  servant  V*  answered  I,  hastily ;  "  I  have  no  ambition  to  be 
a  hermit."    The  good  old  man  laughed  at  this  reply ;  and  embracing  mc^ 
said,  "Don't  be  frightened  at  my  dress,  my  son  ;  though  it  is  not  agree- 
able, it  is  useful ;  it  makes  me  lord  of  a  charming  retreat,  and  of  the 
neighbouring  villages ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  love,  or  rather  idoliae  me. 
Come  along  with  me,"  added  he,  "and  I  will  give  you  a  jacket  like  this 
that  I  wear.     If  you  choose  it,  you  shall  share  with  me  the  sweets  of  my 
retired  life  ;  and  if  you  don't  like  it  upon  trial,  you  shall  not  only  be  at 
liberty  to  leave  me,  but  you  may  be  also  assured,  that  I  will  not  fail  to 

*  Lob  Ninos,  orphans,  or  rather  boys. 
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ghre  you  a  gmtification  at  parting."  I  suffered  myself  to  be  persuaded, 
and  followed  the  old  hermit,  who  asked  me  several  questions ;  to  which 
I  answered  with  an  ingenuousness  which  I  have  not  always  preserved|«a 
the  sequel.  When  we  came  to  the  hermitage,  he  presented  to  me  some 
fruit,  which  I  devoured,  having  eaten  nothing  the  whole  day  but  a  morsel 
of  dry  bread,  on  which  I  had  breakfasted  in  the  morning  at  the  hospital. 
The  anchorite,  seeing  me  make  such  good  use  of  my  jaws,  said,  "  Courage, 
my  child ;  don't  spare  the  fruit ;  I  have  ample  provision  of  it,  thank  God  s 
and  I  did  not  bring  thee  hither  to  let  thee  starve."  This  was  indeed  very 
true ;  for  in  less  than  an  hour  ailer  our  arrival  he  lighted  a  fire,  spitted  a 
kg  of  mutton ;  and  while  I  turned  the  spit,  covered  a  small  table  with  a 
▼eiy  dirty  napkin,  upon  which  he  laid  two  plates,  one  for  himself,  and 
another  for  me.  When  the  mutton  was  ready,  he  took  it  off  the  spit,  and 
cat  some  slices  for  oar  supper,  which  was  not  a  dry  meal ;  for  we  drank 
excellent  wine,  of  which  also  he  had  good  store.  **  Well,  my  chicken," 
said,  be,  when  he  had  done  eating,  '*  art  thou  satisfied  with  my  ordinary  ? 
This  is  the  manner  in  which  thou  wilt  be  treated  every  day,  if  thou  livest 
with  me.  Besides,  thou  shalt  do  what  thou  pleasest  in  this  hermitage. 
AU  that  I  exact  of  thee  is,  to  accompany  me  when  I  go  a-begging  through 
the  neighbouring  villages,  and  lead  an  ass  with  two  panniers,  which 
the  charitable  peasants  usually  fill  with  eggs,  bread,  flesh,  and  fish. 
This  is  all  I  require  of  thee." — "I  will  do  every  thing  you  desire," 
I  replied,  *^  provided  you  don*t  oblige  me  to  learn  Latin."  Brother 
Chrysostom  (that  was  the  old  hermit's  name)  could  not  help  laughing  at 
my  simphcity ;  and  assured  me  anew,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  force  my 
inclination. 

We  went  a-begging  the  very  next  day  with  the  ass,  which  I  led*  by  the 
halter,  and  reaped  a  plentiful  harvest,  every  peasant  being  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  put  something  into  our  panniers :  one  threw  in  a  whole 
loaf;  another,  a  large  piece  of  bacon ;  a  third,  a  partridge ;  in  short,  we 
brought  home  victuals  enough  for  eight  days;  a  drcumstanoe  that  denotes  the 
great  friendship  .and  esteem  that  the  country  people  had  for  the  hermit. 
It  is  true  he  was  of  great  use  to  them,  in  giving  them  his  advice  when  they 
came  to  consult  him,  in  re-establishing  peace  in  families,  where  discord 
Wigned,  in  marrying  their  daughters,  in  furnishing  them  with  remedies  lor 
a  thousand  sorts  of  diseases,  and  in  teaching  prayers  proper  for  barren 
women,  who  wished  to  have  children. 

By  what  I  have  said,  you  see  that  I  was  well  fed  in  my  hermitage.  I 
was  as  well  accommodated  in  point  of  sleeping :  stretched  upon  good  iresh 
straw,  with  a  cushion  of  coarse  cloth  under  my  head,  and  a  covering  uc  vike 
Mune  stuff  over  my  body,  I  made  but  one  nap,  which  lasted  )dl  night  loti^. 
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Brotbei  CSuysiMfoiti,  who  had  promised  to  give  ma  a,  hermit's  gmth,  made 
one  for  me  from  an  old  robe  that  he  lued  to  wsat,  aad  called  me  little 
Brothel  Scip>0-  ^  bo™  "  ^  appeared  in  the  rillagts,  in  that  legular 
habit,  I  was  thought  bo  handaome,  that  the  bsb  kbb  better  losded  than 
formerly  :  the  business  waa,  who  ehould  give  moat  to  the  little  brother, 
with  whose  figure  they  were  so  well  pleased. 

The  eas;  idle  Ufe  which  I  led  with  the  old  hermit  could  not  be  di»- 
agreesble  to  a  boy  of  my  ago  :  accordingly,  I  liked  it  so  well,  that  I  Bhould 
have  continued  there  still,  if  the  Fates  had  not  spun  for  me  days  of  a  very 
different  kind :  but  the  destmy  which  I  was  bound  to  fulfil  soon  dctachai 
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me  from  idleneas,  and  made  me  quit  Brother  Ghrysoetpm,  as  jou  shall  hear. 
I  frequentlj  peronTcd  the  old  man  at  woA  upon  the  cushion  that  served 
him  tor  a  pillow ;  he  did  nothing  hut  sew  and  unsew  it ;  and  I  observed 
oae  day  that  he  put  money  into  it.  This  remark  was  attended  by  a 
curiosity  which  I  proposed  to  gratify  the  very  first  journey  he  should  take 
to  Toledo,  whither  he  was  wont  to  go  once  a  week.  I  waited  impatiently 
for  the  day,  without  having  as  yet  any  other  design  than  of  satisfying  my 
curiosity.  At  length  the  old  man  set  out,  and  I  ripped  up  his  pillow,  where 
I  found  among  the  wool  with  which  it  was  filled,  the  value  of  about  fifty 
crowns  in  different  sorts  of  coins. 

This  treasure,  in  all  probability,  was  the  gratitude  of  the  country  people 
whom  the  hermit  had  cured  by  his  remedies,  and  of  the  women  who  had 
been  blessed  with  children,  by  virtue  of  his  prayers.  Be  "this  as  it  will,  I 
no  sooner  saw  that  it  was  money,  which  I  could  appropriate  to  myself  with 
impunity,  than  my  Egyptian  disposition  prevailed.  I  was  seized  with  a 
desire  of  stealing  it,  which  can  be  attributed  to  nothing  but  the  force  of 
that  blood  which  circulated  in  my  veins.  I  yielded  to  the  temptatioa 
without  resbtance,  secured  the  money  in  a  kind  of  bag  where  we  kept  our 
combs  and  night-caps  ;  then  quitting  my  hermit's  habit,  and  resuming  that 
of  the  orphan,  I  ran  away  from  the  hermitage,  believing  that  I  carried  off 
in  my  bag  the  whole  riches  of  the  Indies. 

You  have  heard  my  beginning,  continued  Scipio ;  and  I  don't  doubt 
that  you  expect  a  train  of  facts  of  the  same  uaturs :  your  expectation  will 
not  be  deceived ;  I  have  many  other  such  exploits  to  recount,  before  I 
come  to  my  laudable  actions  :  but  I  will  come  to  them  at  last ;  and  you 
will  see,  by  my  narration,  that  a  rogue  may  very  well  turn  an  honest  man. 

Child  as  I  was,  I  was  not  fbol  enough  to  return  to  Toledo ;  that  would 
have  been  -exposing  me  to  the  chance  of  meeting  Brother  ChrysoStom,  who 
would  have  made  me  restore  my  treasure  in  a  very-dis^Eigreeable  manner: 
I  followed  another  road,  which  conducted  me  to  the  village  6f  Galves, 
where  I  stopped  at  an  inn,  the  landlady  of  which  vras  a  widow  of  forty, 
who  had  all  the  qualities  requisite  for  turning  the  penny.  This  woman  no 
sooner  cast  her  eyes  upon  me,  than  judging  by  my  dress  that  I  was  a 
ib^tive  from  the  orphan  hospital,  she  asked  who  I  was,  and  whither  I 
went.  I  answered,  that  having  lost  both  fether  and  mother,  I  wanted  to  go 
to  service.  "Chfld,"  said  she,  "canst  thou  read?"  I  assured  her,  that 
•I  both  read  and  wrote  to  admiration.  Indeed,  I  could  form  my  letters* 
'and  join  them  in  *such  a  manner  as  somewhat  resembled  writing,  and 
that  is  enough  for  the  occasions  of  a  village  tavern.  ''I  take  thee  into 
iny  service,"  wd  the  landlady ;  "thou  wilt  not  be  altogether  useless,  but 
riiaJl  keep  an  account  of  ^  my  debts,  active  and  passive.  J'wSL  give  thee 
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no  wages,"  added  she,  *'becaiiae  the  good  company  that  eome  here  never 
forget  the  serrants;  so  that  thou  mayest  depend  upon  receiving  good 
perquisites.'' 

I  accepted  the  proposal,  resenring  to  myself,  as  you  may  well  beiicTe^ 
the  right  of  changing  the  air^  as  soon  as  my  stay  at  Galres  should  become 
disagreeable.  When  I  found  myself  engaged  in  the  service  of  thb  ixm, 
I  became  very  uneasy  in  my  mind :  I  did  not  desire  to  be  thought  a 
monied  man;  and  was  very  anxious  to  know  where  I  should  oonocal 
my  hoard,  so  as  that  it  should  be  secure  from  every  stranger*&  hand.  I  did 
not  as  yet  know  the  house  well  enough,  to  trust  to  those  places  which 
seemed  most  proper  to  secure  it.  With  what  perplexities  are  riches 
attended  1  I  determined,  however,  to  put  my  bag  in  a  comer  of  oar  ooro- 
loft,  where  there  was  straw ;  and  believing  it  more  safe  there  than  in  any 
other  place,  made  myself  as  easy  as  possible.  There  were  three  servants 
in  this  house,  a  fat  ostler  a  young  maid  of  Galida,  and  myself;  emch  of 
us  drew  as  much  as  we  could  from  the  travellers  that  halted,  whether  they 
came  on  horseback  or  a^foot.  I  commonly  caught  some  half-pence  of  these 
gentlemen,  when  I  brought  in  the  bill ;  they  gave  something  also  to  the 
ostler,  for  taking  care  of  their  beasts ;  but  as  for  the  Galidan,  who  was 
the  idol  of  all  the  carriers  that  passed,  she  got  as  many  crowns  as  vre  did 
farthings.  Every  penny  tliat  I  received  I  carried  to  increase  my  treasure 
in  the  corn-loft ;  and  the  more  I  saw  my  wealth  increase,  the  more  did  I 
feel  my  Uttle  heart  attached  to  it :  I  sometimes  kissed  the  specie^  and 
contemplated  the  different  pieces  with  a  degree  of  rapture  which  none  but 
misers  can  conceive. 

This  affection  for  my  treasure  obliged  me  to  go  and  visit  it  thirty  times 
a  day.  I  frequently  met  the  landlady  upon  the  stairs ;  and  she  being 
naturally  distrustful,  vras  curious,  one  day,  to  know  what  it  was  that 
could  bring  me  every  moment  to  the  corn-loft.  Thither  therefore  she 
went,  and  searched  every  comer,  imagining  that  I,  perhaps,  concealed  in 
that  place  some  things  which  I  had  stolen  in  the  house.  She  did  not 
forget  to  remove  the  straw  that  covered  my  bag,  .which  having  found, 
she  opened  it ;  and  seeing  crowns  and  pistoles  appear,  believed,  or  pre- 
tended to  believe,  that  I  had  stolen  them  from  her.  She  seised  the  sum 
total  accordingly :  then,  calling  me  little  wretch,  and  Uttle  rascal,  ordered 
the  ostler,  -who  was  entirely  devoted  to  her  will,  to  give  me  fifty  good 
lashes,  and  when  I  had  received  these,  she  turned  me  out  of  doors,  sayings 
that  she  would  sufier  no  knave  to  live  in  her  house.  In  vain  did  I  protest 
that  I  had  not  robbed  the  landlady :  she  maintained  the  contrary ;  and  ol 
course  her  word  vras  believed  rather  than  mine.  Thnsy  Brother  Chryw 
Boatom's  money  passed  from  one  thief  to  another. 
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I  Iftitte&ted  the  loss  of  my  money  as  a  man  monrns  the  death  of  an  only 
child :  and  though  my  tears  did  not  retrieve  what  I  had  lost,  at  least  they 
excited  the  compassion  of  some  people  who  saw  them  shed ;  and  among 
others  of  the  curate  of  Galyes»  who  chanced  to  he  passing  by./  He  seemed 
moved  at  my  melancholy  condition,  and  carried  me  along  with  him  to  the 
parsonage ;  where  in  order  to  gain  my  confidence,  or  rather  pump  me,  he 
began  by  pitying  my  situation.  "  How  much,"  said  he,  *'  does  this  poor 
child  deserve  compassion !  It  is  not  surprising,  if,  abandoned  to  himself 
in  such  a  tender  age,  he  has  committed  a  bad  action.  Most  men  find  it 
difficult  to  live  honestly  through  the  whole  course  of  their  lives."  Then 
addressing  himself  to  me,  "My  son,**  added  he,  "from  what  part  of 
Spain  do  you  come,  and  who  are  your  parents  ?  You  seem  to  be  of  some 
good  family.  Tell  me  ingenuously,  and  be  assured  that  I  will  not 
abandon  you." 

The  curate,  by  this  politic  and  charitable  discourse,  engaged  me  in- 
sensibly to  discover  all  my  affairs  with  great  sincerity.  I  made  a  general 
confession.  After  which,  he  said,  "  Friend,  though  it  does  not  become 
hermits  to  hoard  up  money,  that  does  not  lessen  your  crime ;  in  robbing 
Brother  Chrysostom,  you  have  trangressed  that  article  of  the  Decalogue 
which  forbids  theft :  but  I'll  oblige  the  landlady  to  restore  the  money, 
which  I  will  send  to  the  hermit ;  so  that  your  conscience  may  be  easy  on 
that  score."  But  this,  I  swear,  was  the  least  of  my  uneasiness.  The 
curate,  who  had  a  design  of  his  own,  did  not  stop  there:  "My  child," 
said  he,  "I  interest  myself  in  your  behalf^  and  will  procure  a  good  place 
for  you.  I  will  to-morrow  send  you  by  a  carrier  to  my  nephew,  who  is 
a  canon  of  the  cathedral  of  Toledo ;  he  will  not  refiise,  at  my  request,  to 
receive  you  into  the  number  of  his  lacqueys,  who  live  plentifully,  like  so 
many  incumbents,  on  the  revenue  of  his  prebend ;  you  will  be  perfectly 
well  situated,  I  can  assure  you." 

I  was  so  much  consoled  by  this  assurance,  that  I  no  longer  thought  of 
the  bag,  nor  the  stripes  which  I  had  received,  my  mind  being  wholly 
possessed  by  the  pleasure  of  Hving  like  an  incumbent.  Next  day,  while 
I  was  at  breakfast,  a  carrier  came  to  the  parsonage,  according  to  the 
curate's  orders,  with  two  mules  bridled  and  saddled.  I  was  helped  up  on 
the  one,  the  canier  mounted  the  other,  and  we  set  off  for  Toledo.  My 
fellow-traveller  was  a  fellow  of  humour,  who  liked  nothing  better  than  to 
make  himself  merry  at  another's  expense.  "  My  little  junior,"  said  he, 
"you  have  a  good  friend  in  the  curate  of  Galves ;  he  could  not  give  you 
a  better  proof  of  his  affection  than  that  of  recommending  you  to  the 
service  of  his  nephew  the  canon,  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  know,  and 
who  is,  without  contradiction,  the  pearl  of  the  whole  chapter.     He  is  none 
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of  tbose  dcYotees*  wbose  ptde  vai  mea^  face«  preach  up  morti(ic«iian. 
He  baa  a  capacious  oountenanoe,  a  rosj  complexion,  a  ineny  look,  is  a 
vQvial  so'u],  who  enjoys  the  present  hour,  and  m  particular  lores  good  cheer. 
You  will  live  in  his  house  like  a  little  prince." 

The  rogue  of  a  carrier,  perceiring  that  I  listened  with  great  satisfaction, 
continued  to  extol  e  happiness  I  should  eigoy  in  the  canon's  serrice ; 
and  did  not  leave  of  speaking  until  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  Obisa, 
where  we  stopped  a  little  to  bait  our  mules.  The  carrier,  while  he  walked 
about  ia  the  ion»  let  fall  by  accident,  out  of  his  pocket,  a  paper  which  I 
was  cunning  enough  to  pick  up,  without  being  observed*  and  which  I 
found  means  to  read  while  he  was  in  the  stable.  It  was  a  letter  directed 
to  the  priests  of  the  orphan  hospital,  and  conceived  in  these  terms : 

**  Gentlemen,  I  thought  I  was  bound  in  charity  to  send  back  to  you  a 
little  knave,  who  is  a  runaway  from  your  hospital.  He  does  not  seem  to 
want  capacity,  but  deserves  to  be  carefully  mewed  up :  and  I  hope  that, 
by  proper  correction,  he  will  in  time  do  well.  That  God  may  preserve 
your  pious  and  charitable  worships,  is  the  prayer  of 

*'Tac  CviUTx  OF  Galybs." 

When  I  had  read  this  letter,  which  informed  me  of  the  curate's  good 
intentions,  I  did  not  long  hesitate.  To  leave  the  inn,  and  gain  the  banks 
of  the  Tagus,  which  were  more  than  a  league  from  thence,  was  the  work 
oi  a  moment.  Fear  lent  me  wings  to  fly  from  the  priests  of  the  orphan- 
hospital,  to  whom  I  would,  by  no  means  return,  so  much  was  I  disgusted 
wi^h  their  manner  of  teaching  the  Latin  tongue.  I  entered  Toledo  as 
gaily  as  if  I  had  known  where  to  board.  True,  it  is  a  city  of  benediction, 
in  which  a  man  of  genius,  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  living  at  his  neigh- 
bour's expense,  cannot  die  of  hunger.  Scarce  had  I  arrived  in  the 
maiket-pkce^  when  a  well-dressed  cavalier,  whom  I  passed,  laid  hold 
of  my  anuj  find  said,  '^Harkee,  my  boy,  will  you  serve  me?  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  such  a  lacquey  as  you/* — "And  1  should  be  glad,*' 
answered  I,  "to  have  such  a  master  as  you." — "If  that  be  the  case," 
he  resumed,  "  thou,  art  mine  from  this  moment.  Follow  me."  This  I 
did  without  making  aay  farther  reply« 

This  cavalier,  who  might  be  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  wns  called 
Don  Abel,  lodged  in  a  house  where  he  possessed  very  handsome  apart- 
ments. He  was  by  profession  a  gamester,  and  we  lived  together  in  this 
manner :— la  the  morning  I  cut  as  much  tobacco  for  him  as  would  fill  five 
or  six  pipes,  brushed  his  clothes,  and  went  for  the  barber  to  shave  him, 
and  dress  his  whiskers.     After  which  he  went  out,  and  made  a  tour  among 
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the  teunis-courts,  from  whence  he  returned  about  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock 
at  night.  But  each  morning  before  he  went  out,  he  gave  me  three  rials 
for  my  day's  expense,  leaving  me  at  liberty  to  do  what  I  pleased  until  ten 
o'clock  at  night :  he  was  very  well  satisfied  with  me,  provided  he  found 
me  at  home  when  he  returned :  he  ordered  a  doublet  and  hose  of  livery 
to  be  made  for  me,  so  that  I  looked  like  a  page  of  a  lady  of  the  town. 
I  was  very  well  content  with  my  place,  and  certainly  I  could  not  have 
found  one  more  agreeable  to  my  humour. 

I  had  led  this  happy  life  almost  a  whole  month,  when  my  master  asked 
me  if  I  was  pleased  with  his  behaviour.  I  answered,  that  I  could  not  be 
more  so.  ''Wdl  then,"  he  resumed,  *'we  shall  set  out  to-morrow  for 
Seville,  whither  my  affurs  call  me.  Thou  wilt  not  be  sorry  to  see  the 
Capital  of  Andalusia. 

**  He  that  hath  not  Seyille  seen, 
(saith  the  proverb) 

Ii  no  traTeller,  I  ween." 

I  assured  him,  that  I  was  ready  to  follow  him  whithersoever  he  should 
go.  That  very  day  the  Seville  carrier  came  to  his  lodging,  to  fetch  a 
large  coffer  that  contained  all  his  moveables ;  and  in  the  morning  we  set 
out  for  Andalusia. 

Signer  Don  Abel  was  so  lucky  at  play,  that  he  never  lost,  except  when 
he  chose  to  lose.  This  talent  often  obliged  him  to  change  his  place  of 
habitation,  that  he  might  avoid  the  resentment  of  dupes ;  and  this  was 
the  cause  of  our  present  journey.  Being  arrived  at  Seville ;  we  took 
lodgings  near  th^  gate  of  Cordova,  and  began  to  Uve  as  we  had  lived  at 
Toledo ;  but  my  master  found  a  difference  between  these  two  cities.  In 
the  tennis-courts  of  SetiHe,  he  met  with  gamesters  who  played  as  success- 
fully as  he,  so  that  he  came  home  sometimes  very  much  out  of  humour* 
One  morning,  being  chagrined  at  the  loss  of  one  hundred  pistoles  which  he 
had  ventured  the  preceding  day,  he  asked  why  I  had  not  carried  the  dirty 
linen  to  a  woman  whom  he  employed  to  wash  and  perfume  it.  I  answered, 
that  I  had  fotgotteh.  Upon  which^  falling  into  a  passion,  he  gave  me  half 
a  dozen  boxes  on  the  face,  so  rudely,  that  he  made  me  see  more  candles 
than  ever  burnt  in  Solomon's  temple.  *^  There,  little  wretch,"  said  he, 
''there  is  something  to  make  you  mind  youc  business.  Must  I  be  always 
at  your  tail,  to  teU  y6U  what  you  have  to  do?  Why  are  you  not  as  ready 
to  work  as  to  eat  ?  Are  you  such  a  beast,  as  to  be  incapable  of  anticipating 
my  orders  and  occasions?"  So  saying,  he  went  out  of  his  apartment, 
leaving  me  very  much  mortified  at  the  blowsr  I  had  received  for  such  a 
•light  &vdt,  I  don't  know  what  adventure  happened  to  him  soon  after 
in  the  tenms-oourty  but  one  evening  he  came  home  very  much  heated,  and 
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nUL  "  Scipk^  1  am  resolTed  to  go  to  Italy*  and  mwit  mobaric  ihfi  di^ 
after  to-monow«  in  a  ship  bound  ibr  Geooa.  I  hsve  my  ownreaaons  for 
making  that  voyage ;  wilt  thoa  not  aeonmpany  me,  and  lay  hold  of  anch 
a  £ur  oocaaion  to  see  the  moat  dehg^tfol  ooontry  in  the  world  T*'  X  aaii 
I  would,  bat  at  the  same  time  proposed  to  disappear  just  when  he  intended 
to  embark.  I  thoag^t.I  would  revenge  myself  oi  him  in  this  manner,  and 
was  very  well  pleased  with  the  scheme,  which  I  could  not  help  imparting 
to  a  professed  bravo  whom  I  met  in  the  street :  for,  since  mry  anival  at 
Seville,  I  had  contracted  some  bad  acquaintances  and  this  in  particular*  I 
told  him  in  what  manner,  and  for  what  I  had  been  buffetted ;  then  ccnumutti- 
Gated  my  design  of  leaving  "Don  Abel  when  he  should  be  just  ready  to  go 
on  board,  and  asked  his  opinion  of  my  resolution. 

The  bravo  frowned  while  he  listened  to  me,  and  twirled  the  curia  of  his 
mustachios;  then  blaming  my  master  with  an  air  of  gravity,  *' Little 
gentleman,"  said  he,  '*you  are  dishonoured  for  ever,  if  you  restrict  your- 
aelf  to  that  frivolous  revenge  whidi  you  have  hatched.  It  is  not  enough 
to  let  Don  Abel  depart  by  himself;  that  would  not  be  punishment  sufficient* 
The  chastisement  must  be  proportioned  to  the  injury.  Let  us  therefore 
carry  off  his  goods  and  money,  which  we  will  share  like  brothers  after  he  is 
gone."  Although  I  was  naturally  inclined  to  thieving,  I  was  frightened  at 
the  proposal  of  such  an  important  robbery.  Nevertheless,  the  arch  rogue 
who  made  it  did  not  fail  to  persuade  me  to  it ;  and  you  shall  hear  the  aoe* 
cess  of  our  enterprise.  The  bravo,  who  was  a  big  strong  feUow,  came  to 
our  lodging  the  next  day  in  the  twilight,  when  I  showed  him  the  co£Ebr  in 
which  my  master  had  already  secured  his  effects,  and  asked  if  he  codd 
csrry  such  a  weight.  "  Such  a  weight !"  said  he,  ''know,  that  when  the 
business  is  to  carry  off  the  goods  of  another,  I  can  lift  Noah's  ark.'*  So 
sayings  he  flung  the  coffer  on  his  shoulders  with  ease,  ttid  went  down  stairs 
with  it  upon  tip-toes.  I  followed  him  with  some  caution,  and  we  were  just 
going  out  at  the  street  door,  when  Don  Abel,  brought  thither  so  seasonably 
by  his  good  genius,  iq;>peared  all  of  a  sudden." 

'*  Whereartthougoing  with  the  coffer  f  said  he.  I  was  so  eoofennded* 
that  I  stood  silent ;  and  the  bravo  seemg  the  affair  misgive,  threw  down 
his  load,  and  betook  himself  to  flight,  in  order  to  avoid  eiqilanationa. 
*' Where  art  thou  going  with^the  coffer  f  said  my  master  for  the  seccod 
time.  '*Sir,"  answered  I,  more  dead  than  ahv^  '*I  am  going  to  cairr 
it  on  board  the  ship  in  which  you  are  to  embark  to-morrow  for  Italy." — 
**Ha!"  he  replied,  ''dost  thou  know  in  what  ship  I  intended  to  saiif" 
— *'N<^  sir,"  said  I,  **but  I  have  a  tongue  in  my  head,  and  shoold  ha^^e 
inquired  at  the  harbour,  where  somebody  would  have  certainly  toUL  mck** 
At  this  my  answer,  which  he  suspected,  he  darted  aneh  a  flurioaa  look  aft 
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hie  that  1  wa»  aMid  of  a  second  beating.  "  Who  ordered  yoti,"  cried 
he.  ••  to  bring  my  cofier  out  of  the  house  ?*'— "  You  yonraelf,"  cried  I, 
*'  Don't  Tou  remember  how  yoa  npbraided  me  some  days  ago  ?  Did  you 
not  say  while  von  beat  me»  that  yon  expected  I  wonld  prevent  yonr  orders, 
and  do  what  was  proper  for  your  service  of  my  own  accord  ?  Now,  it  was 
in  consequence  of  this  discretion  that  I  employed  one  to  carry  your  coflfer 
to  the  ship/*  The  gamester,  observing  that  I  was  more  mischievous  than 
he  imagined,  ^smissed  me  immediately,  saying,  with  an  air  of  indiffer- 
ence, "  Go,  Mr.  Scipio,  and  Heaven  be  your  guide.  I  don't  choose  to 
play  with  people  who  have  sometimes  a  card  too  many,  sometimes  one 
too  few.  Get  oat  of  my  sights''  added  he,  in  another  tone,  "  lest  I  make 
you  sing  withotat  your  gamut."  I  saved  him  the  trouble  of  repeating  his 
demalMi,  and  got  off  in  a  twinkling,  being  woundily  afraid  that  he  would 
strip  me  of  my  dothes,  which,  however,  he  luckily  spared.  I  walked 
along  the  street,  considering  where  I  should  lie,  with  my  two  rials,  which 
constituted  my  whole  stock.  I  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  archbishop's 
palace ;  and  as  his  grace's  supper  was  then  dressing,  an  agp-eeable  savour 
issaed  from  the  kitchen,  and  diffused  itself  a  whole  league  around. 
'*  Zooks !"  said  I  to  mysdf,  ''  I  should  like  to  despatch  one  of  those  ragouts. 
whkh  tslute  my  nose.  I  should  even  be  contented  with  an  opportunity 
of  dipping  my  fdir  fingers  and  thumb  in  it.  What  I  can't  I  fall  upon 
soiie  method  of  tasting  these  dainties  that  smell  so  agreeably  ?  the  thing 
does  not  seem  so  impossible."  I  whetted  my  imagination  accordingly, 
and  by  dint  of  mtisingy  hatched  a  trick,  which  I  immediately  put  in 
practice,  and  which  succeeded  to  my  wish.  I  entered  the  court  of  the 
palace,  and  running  towards  the  kitchen,  cried  as  loud  as  I  could,  "  Help ! 
help  !**  as  if  I  had  been  pursued  by  some  assassin. 

At  my  repeated  cries,  Mr.  Diego,  the  archbishop's  cook,  with  two  or 
tliree  scullions^  came  running  out  to  know  the  cause ;  and  seeing  nobody 
but  me,  asked  why  I  made  such  a  noise.  "  Ah  1  sir,"  said  I,  pretending 
to  be  frightened  almost  out  of  my  wits,  *'  for  the  love  of  St.  Pdycarp, 
pray  save  me  from  the  fury  of  a  bravo  that  wants  to  kill  me** 

**•  Where  is  this  bravo  ?"  cried  Diego ;  "  you  are  quite  alone,  without 
so  much  as  a  cat  at  your  heek.  Go,  my  child,  lay  aside  your  fear.  It 
was  probably  somebody  who  wanted  to  terrify  you  for  his  diversion,  and 
who  did  well  not  to  follow  you  into  this  palace ;  for,  if  he  had,  we  should 
have  cut  off  his  ears." — "No,  no,"  said  I  to  the  cook;  "he  did  not 
pursue  me  for  his  diversion.  He  is  a  big  ill-looking  feUow,  who  intends 
to  strip  me,  and  waits  hard  by  in  the  street  to  catch  me  as  I  go  out." — 
"  He  shall  wut  a  long  time  .then,"  he  replied,  "  for  you  shall  stay  here  till 
Iki^murrow,  and  want  for  neither  supper  nor  bed." 
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I  was  transported  with  joy  when  I  heard  these  words ;  and  it  was  a 
iniTishing  s^ght  to  me,  when,  being  conducted  into  the  kitchen  by  Mr. 
Diego,  I  beheld  the  preparations  for  his  grace's  suppe^.  f  reckoned 
fifteen  persons  at  work,  but  I  could  not  number  the  dishea  that  I  saw,  so 
careful  had  providenee  been  in  behalf  of  the  avchbishop.  It  was  then 
that,  feasting  upon  the  steams  of  the  ragouts  which  I  had  only  amelied 
afar  off  before,  I  became  acquainted  with  sensuality.  I  had  the  honour 
to  sup  and  sleep  with  the  scullions,  whose  friendship  I  gained  to  that 
degree,  that  next  day,  when  I  went  to  thank  Mr.  Diego  for  the  asylum 
he  had  so  generously  afforded,  he  said,  '*  Our  kitchen  lads  tell  nae,  they 
would  be  glad  to  have  you  for  a  comrade,  they  like  your  bamour  so  weU: 
would  you  choose  to  be  their  companion  ?"  I  answered,  **  That  il  I  en- 
joyed that  piece  of  good  fortune,  I  should  thiz^k  my^elf  perfectly  happy." 
*'  If  that  be  the  case,  my  friend,"  said  he,  **look  upoa  yomself  from  this 
moment  as  an  officer  of  the  palace."  Sq  saying,  he  went  and  presented 
me  to  the  major-domo,  who,  on  account  of  my  sprightly  look,  jndgad  me 
worthy  to  be  received  among  the  turn-spits. 

I  was  no  sooner  in  possession  of  such  an  honourable  emplojfBkent^  than 
Mr.  Diego,  according  to  the  custom  of  cooks  in  great  fiimilies,  who 
privately  send  victuals  to  their  mistresses,  chose  me  to  earry  to  a  certara 
lady  in  the  neighbourhood  sometimes  loins  of  veal,  and  sometimes  fowl  or 
venison.  This  good  lady  was  a  widow  scarce  turned  of  thirty,  very  hand- 
some, very  smart,  and  to  all  appearance^  not  over  faithful  to  her  cook,  who 
not  only  furnished  her  with  victuals,  bread,  sugar,  and  oil,  but  also  pto« 
Tided  her  good  wine,  all  at  the  expense  of  the  archbishop. 

I  was  efiectually  improved  in  the  palace  of  his  grace,  where  I  played 
a  very  pleasant  prank,  which  is  still  spoken  of  at  SeviUep  T)ie  piges  and 
some  other  domestics,  in  order  to  celebrate  their  master's  birth-day,  took 
it  in  their  heads  to  represent  a  comedy.  They  chose  tfiat  of  the  Bena- 
vides  ;*  and  as  they  had  occasion  for  a  boy  of  my  age,  to  play  the  part 
of  the  young  King  of  Leon,  they  cast  their  eyes  upon  me.  The  major- 
domo,  who  piqued  himself  upon  his  talent  of  declamation,  undertook  to 
instruct  me ;  and  after  he  had  given  me  a  few  lessons,  assured  them,  that 
I  should  not  be  the  worst  actor  in  the  play.  As  our  master  was  at  the 
expense  of  the  entertainment,  no  cost  was  spared  to  render  it  magnificent* 
A  theatre  was  built  in  the  large  hall  of  the  palace,  and  decorated  vvith 
great  taste.  There  was  a  bed  of  turf  made  in  the  back  scene,  on  which 
I  was  to  appear  asleep,  and  the  Moors  to  fall  upon  me  to  make  me  prisoner. 
When  the  actors  were  perfect  in  their  parts,  the  archbishop  fixed  the  day 

*  Bcnavidei,  the  inrname  of  a  noble  family  in  Spain,  deacended  from  Alplionao^ 
llie  Ninth,  King  of  Ctstile. 
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tbt  the  repTiesentatimiy  tnd  did  not  fiul  to  invite  thJe  most  considerable 
noblemen  and  ladies  oi  the  city  to  come  and  see  it.  The  day  being  come, 
each  actor  was  busied  with  his  dress.  As  for  mine,  it  was  bronght  to  me  by 
a  tailor,  accompanied  by  our  major-domo ;  who,  haTingbeen  at  the  trouble 
of  teaching  me  my  part,  was  also  pleased  to  superintend  my  dress.  The 
tailor  clothed  me  with  a  rich  velvet  robe,  trimmed  with  gold  lace  and 
buttons,  with  hangiog  sleeves  adorned  with  fringe  of  the  same  metal ;  and 
the  major-domo  himself  placed  upon  my  head  a  crown  of  paper,  powdered 
with  a  quantity  of  fine  pearls,  intermixed  with  false  stones.  Besides,  they 
girded  me  with  a  sash  of  pink^«oloared  soll^  wrought  with  silk  flowers ; 
and  every  thing  they  said  to  me  seemed  to  lend  me  wings  to  run  away 
with  the  plunder.  At  length  the  play  began  about  twifight*  I  opened 
the  scene  by  pronouncing  some  verses,  importing,  that  being  unable  to 
keep  myself  awake,  I  was  going  to  abandon  myself  to  slumber ;  at  the 
same  time  I  withdrew,  and  lay  down  on  the  bed  of^  turf  which  had  been 
prepared  for  me ;  but  instead  of  falling  asleep,  I  began  to  consider  how 
I  could  get  into  the  street,  and  escape  with  my  royal  robes.  A  little 
private  stair  that  led  down  under  the  theatre  in  the  hall,  seemed  proper 
fbr  the  execution  of  my  design.  I  accordingly  got  up  nimbly,  and  seeing 
that  nobody  took  notice  of  me,  slipped  down  that  stair  which  conducted 
me  into  the  hall,  the  door  of  which  I  gained,  crying,  "  Room,  room !  I 
am  going  to  change  my  dress.'*  Every  one  made  way  for  me^  so  that  in 
iess  than  two  minutes  I  got  out  of  the  palace  with  impunity,  and  by  favour 
•f  the  night  repaired  to  the  house  of  a  bravo  of  my  acquaintance. 

He  was  perfectly  astonished  to  see  me  in  that  garb ;  and  when  I  im- 
parted the  afbir,  he  laughed  until  he  was  ready  to  burst ;  then  embracing 
me  with  so  much  the  more  joy,  as  he  flattered  himself  with  the  hope  of 
sharing  the  spoils  of  the  King  of  Leon,  he  congratulated  me  on  having 
performed  such  &  fine  stroke^  and  told  me^  that  if  I  went  on  at  that  rate, 
my  genius  would  one  day  make  a  great  noise  in  the  world.  After  we 
had  sufficiently  made  ourselves  merry,  "What  shall  we  do  with  this  rich 
dress  V  said  I  to  the  bravo ;  who  answered,  "  Give  yourself  no  trouble 
On  diat  score.  I  know  an  honest  broker,  who,  without  expressing  the 
least  curiosity,  buys  every  thing  that  is  brought  him,  provided  he  likes  the 
baigain ;  to-morrow  morning  I  will  go  and  bring  him  hither.**  In  effect, 
the  bravo  went  early  next  day,  leaving  me  a-bed  in  his  room,  and  in 
two  honrs  returned  with  the  broker,  who  carried  a  yellow  bag  under  his 
arm.  "Friend,"  said  he  to  me,  "this  is  Signor  Tbagnex  de  Segovia, 
who»  in  spite  of  the  bad  example  shown  by  his  brethren  of  the  trade, 
dMb  with  the  moat  scvupubua  integrity.  He  will  tell  you  to  a  farthing 
the  vahftBi  of  this  dress. that,  yoit  w^t  to  part  with,  and  you  may  depend 
^pon  his  estimation." — "YcS|  certainly,"  said  the  broker.     "I  must  de 


k  wnt^  indeed,  if  I  prised  a  thing  nnder  the  tnwvkhu.  "nutis  metaaA 
with  which  I  waa  never  taxed,  thank  Qod]  and  no  man  ehaU  ever  Imj  it 
to  the  charge  of  Ybagnea  de  Segovia.  Let  us  eee  the  goods  you  want4o 
•ell,  andlwillcotudentioiuly  tell  you  what  thej  are  worlh."-^"  Here  the; 
are,"  aud  the  bravo,  showing  them ;  "  and  you  must  allow  that  nothing 
can  be  more  nutgnifieent ;  observe  the  beauty  of  that  Genoa  lelvet,  and 
the  richneas  of  the  trimming." — "  I  am  quite  charmed  with  itl"  replied 
the  broker,  after  he  had  viewed  it  attentively;  "  nothing  can  be  finer." 
"  And  what  do  you  think  of  the  pearl«  of  thia  crown  ?"  reiunnl  atj 
friend.  "  If  they  were  more  rouod,"  laid  Ybagnea,  "  they  would  be 
ineUimable :  however,  *ach  u  they  aie,  I  think  them  very  pretty,  and  like 
them  aa  well  aa  the  rest  of  the  dreaa.  I  sincerely  own  it,"  conUnued  he, 
"  another  rogue  of  a  broker  in  my  place  would  pretend  to  despise  the  mer- 
chandise, that  he  might  have  it  cheap,  and  would  not  be  oahamed  of  offering 
twenty  pistoles  for  it  [  hut  I,  who  have  some  conicisnce,  will  give  forty." 
If  Ybagnea  had  said  a  hundred,  he  would  not  then  have  been  a  just 
appraiser,  aince  the  pearla  alone  were  well  worth  two  hundred  oowns. 
The  bravo,  who  had  a  fellow-feeling  with  him,  said  to  me, "  Yon  see  bow 
fortunate  you  are  in  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  honest  man.  Signor 
Ybagnea  prices  every  thing  as  if  he  was  upon  his  death-bed." — "  That  is 
true,"  said  the  broker,  "  and  therefore  I  never  rise  or  fall  a  farthing  in 
my  price.     Well."  added  he,  "  is  it  a  bargain!  shall  I  count  out  the 


money  to  you^' — "  Stay,"  replied  the  bravo,  "  my  friend  must  first  trf 
OB  hii  suit  of  clothes,  which  I  dedred  joa  to  bring  Ibr  him.    I  am  Bua* 
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taken  if  they  won't  fit  him  exactly.'*  Then  the  broker,  nntyinf^  his 
bundle,  showed  hhn  a  doublet  and  hose,  of  a  very  good  dark  coloured 
doth,  witrt  silver  buttons ;  the  whole  seemingly  half-worn.  I  got  up  to 
try  this  dress,  which,  though  both  too  long  and  too  wide,  appeared  to  these 
gentlemen  to  have  been  made  on  purpose  for  me.  Ybagnez  rated  it  at  ten 
pistoles ;  and  as  he  never  abated  one  farthing  of  what  he  asked,  we  were 
obliged  to  comply  with  his  valuation.  So  he  took  thirty  pistoles  out  of  his 
purse,  and,  spread  them  upon  the  table,  after  which,  he  made  another 
bundle  of  my  crown  and  royal  robes,  which  he  carried  off  accordingly. 

"When  he  was  gone,  the  bravo  said,  "  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  this 
broker.''  And  good  reason  he  had  to  be  so :  for  I  am  sure,  he  gave  him 
one  hundred  pistoles,  at  least,  by  way  of  gratification.  But  he  was  not 
contented  with  that  sum :  he  took  without  ceremony,  the  half  of  the 
money  that  lay  on  the  table,  leaving  the  other  half  to  me^  and  sayings 
"My  dear  Scipio,  with  these  fifteen  pistoles  that  remain,  I  advise  you  to 
quit  this  dty  forthwith ;  for  you  may  be  assured  that  the  archbishop  will 
give  orders  to  search  for  you  every  where.  I  should  be  extremely  morti- 
fied, if;  after  having  signalized  yourself  by  an  action  which  will  do  honour 
to  your  history,  you  should  foolishly  suffer  yourself  to  be  apprehended." 
I  answered  that  I  was  fully  resolved  to  leave  Seville ;  and  in  effect,  after 
having  bought  a  hat  and  some  shirts,  I  gained  the  vast  and  delightful  plain 
that  stretches  among  the  vines  and  olives  in  the  andent  city  of  Carmona, 
and,  three  days  after,  arrived  at  Cordova. 

I  lodged  at  an  inn  as  you  enter  the  great  square  where  the  merchants 
live ;  and  gave  myself  out  for  the  son  of  a  good  family  at  Toledo,  who 
travelled  for  my  pleasure.  I  was  well  enough  clothed  to  make  people 
believe  this  story,  and  the  landlord  was  finally  convinced,  by  the  sight  of 
some  pistoles,  which  I  let  him  see  as  if  by  chance.  It  is  probable,  indeed, 
that  my  tender  years  made  him  believe  I  was  some  little  libertine,  who 
had  run  away  from  his  parents,  after  having  robbed  them.  Be  this  as  it 
will,  he  did  not  seem  curious  to  know  more  than  what  I  told  him  of  the 
matter ;  being,  in  all  hkelihood,  afraid  that  his  curiosity  might  make  me 
change  my  lodging.  For  six  rials  Srday  I  Uved  very  well  in  this  inn, 
which  was  frequented  by  a  good  deal  of  company ;  there  being  at  supper 
in  the  evening,  no  less  than  twelve  people  at  one  table.  It  was  very 
diverting  to  see  every  one  eating  without  speaking'  a  syllable,  except  one 
man,  who,  talking  incessantly  at  random,  compensated  for  the  silence  of 
the  rest  by  his  impertinent  prating.  He  affected  to  be  a  wit,  told  stories, 
and  endeavoured,  by  quaint  sayings,'  to  entertain  the  company,  who,  from 
time  to  time,  laughed  heartily,  tliough  not  so  much  at  the  brightness  of 
bis  sallies  as  at  his  ridiculous  behaviour. 
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"  FomjrputiXfBidw  littU  ftttmtiim  tA  d 
that  I  «hould  have  risen  fitoia  aapper  without  being  able  to  i 
account  of  what  he  said,  had  he  not  found  meana  to  httetes^ 'm»li^iua 
conversation.  "  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  towards  the  end  of  oar  meal,  **  I 
have  kept  for  the  dessert  a  moat  diverting  story;  an  adventure  that  bef^ 
a  few  daya  ago,  at  the  palace  of  tbe  vchbiahop  of  Seville.  I  had  tt  from 
a  bachelor  of  my  acquaintance,  who  told  me  that  he  was  present  when  it 
happened."  These  worda  diecompoaed  me  a  good  deal ;  I  did  not  donht 
that  it  was  my  advent'ue  which  he  intended  to  recount;  and  I  was  not 
mistaken.  Thia  perani  gave  a&ithfnl  Retail  of  itfand  even  informed  me 
of  what  I  did  not  know;  that  is,  what  happened  in  the  hall  «fter  my 
departure  i  and  this  you  ihall  hear. 

Scarce  had  I  betook  myself  to  flight,  when  the  Uoora,  who,  according 
to  tbe  peifoimance  which  was  represented,  were  to  can]: jmaK  aypeated 
upon  the  stage,  with  a  design  of  BUrprisiag  me  «i  tbe  bSf  of  tarf  l^tM 
they  thought  I  xtm  asUap ;  but  when  they  went  to  snae  tbe  King  of  Jjena, 
they  were  very  much  aibmiabed  to  find  neither  king  nor  knave.  The  play 
was  immediately  interrupted ;  all  the  actora  were  perpUxed,  some  rnUJJ 
me,  others  searched  forme;  one  hallooed,  and  another  cum^  me.  i^e 
archbishop,  perceiving  the  tioable  and  confusion  that  reigned  behind  dte 
scenes,  asked  what  was  the  matter,  A  page,  who  acted  the  Gracioao  of 
the  piece,  bearing  the  prelate'a  voice,  came  out,  and  said  to  bis  pace, 
"  My  lord,  you  need  not  feai  that  the  Moors  will  take  the  King  of  Leon 
prisoner ;  he  has  escaped  With  his  royal  robes." — "  Heaven  be  praiaed !  " 
cried  tbe  archblahop;  "  he  iras  very  much  in  the  right  to  fly  from  the 
enemies  of  our  religion,  and  escape  tbe  chains  which  they  bad  prepared 
for  him.  He  has,  doubtteaa,  returned  towards  Leon,  the  capital  of  hie 
kingdom ;  and  I  wish  he  may  get  home  witboot  meeting  with  any  bad 
accidenL  Let  no  man  go  in  pursuit  of  him,  for  I  should  be  sorry  if  bis 
nuyesty  received  any  mortification  from  me."  Tbe  prelate  having  spoken 
in  this  •nftuner,  ordered  my  part  to  be  read,  and  tbe  play  to  go  on. 


S: 


sAtat-        4 


CHAPTER  XI. 


THX  siQiTEi:  or  acipioB  bisxobt. 


I  long  IS  my  mone;  luted,  the  landloid 
treated  me  with  gieftt  respect ;  bnt  do 
Booner  did  he  perceive  that  inj  finance! 
were  exhausted,  then  he  looked  cool  upon 
me,  picked  a  quarrel,  and  one  morning 
early  desired  me  to  leave  his  house.  I 
quitted  it  with  disdain,  and  went  into  a 
church  belonging  to  the  Dominicana,  where, 
while  I  heard  mass,  an  old  mendicant  came 
!i  and  asked  alms  of  me,  I  took  twooi  three 
maravedis  out  of  my  pocket,  and  givin;;  them  to  him,  said,  "  Friend,  pray 
to  Ood  to  send  me  some  good  place ;  if  your  prayer  is  heard,  you  shall 
not  repent  of  your  devotion,  and  may  depend  upon  my  gratitude." 

At  these  words,  the  beggar  viewed  nie  very  attentively,  and  answered 
with  a  serioua  air,  "What  post  would  you  have?" — "I  could  wish,"  said 
I,  "  to  be  a  lacquey  in  some  good  family."  He  then  asked  if  mj  occa- 
sions were  pressing.  "  They  cannot  be  more  so,"  I  resumed :  "  for  If  I 
have  not  the  good  fortune  of  being  settled  very  soon,  there  is  no  medium  ; 
I  must  either  die  of  hunger,  or  betake  myself  to  your  trade." — "  If  you 
are  reduced  to  such  necessity,"  said  he,  "  yon,  who  are  not  at  all 
calculated  for  our  business,  must  be  in  a  very  disagreeable  utuation :  hut 
were  you  in  the  least  accustomed  to  onr  way  of  life,  yon  would  pre  fer  it 
'to  servitude,  which  is,  without  contradiction,  inferior  to  beggary.  Never 
theless,  since  you  choose  to  be  a  servant  rather  than  to  live  a  free  and 
independent  life,  as  I  do,  you  shall  have  a  master  immediately.  Notwith- 
standing my  appearance,  X  can  be  of  nse  to  yon  ;  therefore,  come  hither 
to-morrow  at  the  same  hour." 

Resolved  to  be  punctual,  I  returned  next  dayfo  the  same  place,  where 
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had  aot  been  long,  belbre  the  meadkuU,  coming  up  I9  ine,.bi4,  si*  tsJ^ 
Ihe  trouble  to  follow  him.  I  did  so;  he  conducted  me  to  a,  ceUar  oat 
fu  from  the  church ;  jind  this  wu  the  place  of  his  tendeacot  We  entered 
his  halatatioD ;  end  aittiiig  down  upon  &  bench,  which  wu  at  least  « 
bundled  fears  old,  he  epoke  to  nu  in  this  maimet :  "  A  good  sclicn,  aa 


the  pioTeib  oaTS,  alwajs  find*  its  lecompence :  yon  gave  me  charitj 
yeiterda^.  and  that  deteimines  me  to  piocuie  a  place  for  you ;  and  tluB, 
pleaae  God,  1  will  soon  perform.  I  am  acquainted  with  an  old  Dominican, 
called  Father  Alexis,  who  is  an  holy  ecclesiastic,  and  great  confessor,  I 
aave  the  honour  to  run  of  his  errands,  and  acquit  myself  in  that  employ* 
ment  mth  so  macb  fidelity  and  discretion,  that  be  never  refuses  to  ttae 
his  interest  for  me  and  my  friends,  I  haTe  spoken  to  him  of  you  in  such 
a  manner,  that  be  is  disposed  to  do  yon  serrice ;  and  I  will  present  yon 
to  bis  -everence  whenever  you  please." — "  There  is  not  a  mom^it  to  lose," 
■aidltotheoldbef^ar:  "  let  us  go  instantly  to  the  good  friar."  Themen- 
dicant  consented,  and  carried  me  forthwith  to  Father  Alexis,  whom  m 
Eound  in  his  room,  busy  in  writing  spiritual  letters.  He  interrupted  his  work 
to  speak  to  me,  and  told  me,  that,  at  the  request  of  the  mendicant,  he 
would  interest  himselfin  my  behalf.  "Having  been  informed,"  added  he, 
**  that  Signor  Balthaiar  Velasquez  wanted  a  lacquey,  I  wrote  this  morahig 
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m  your  &Toar ;  and  he  has  aaswered  that  he  will  receive  you  impUddj  on 
my  recommendation.  You  may,  this  yery  day,  go  to  him  from  me ;  he  it 
my  penitent  and  friend."  The  monk,  on  this  occasion,  exhorted  me^ 
during  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  to  do  my  duty  with  fidelity  and  diligence. 
He  enlarged  particularly  on  the  obligation  I  was  under  to  senre  Velasquei 
with  seal :  after  which  he  assured  me  that  he  would  take  care  to  mauitain 
me  in  my  post,  proyided  my  master  should  be  pleased  with  my  behaTiour. 
Having  thanked  the  monk  for  his  generosity,  I  came  out  of  the  convent 
with  the  beggar,  vdio  told  me  that  Signor  Bdthazar  Velasquez  was  an  old 
rich  woollei>-draper  of  great  meekness  and  simplicity.  "I  dare  say," 
added  he,  "that  you  will  be  perfectly  happy  in  this  fitnuly."  I  enquired 
whereabouts  the  dtisen  lived,  and  went  immediately  to  his  house,  after 
having  promised  to  make  aa  acknowledgment  to  the  beggar,  as  soon  as  I 
should  take  root  in  my  place.  I  entered  a  laije  shop,  where  two  well- 
dressed  apprentices  were  walking  to  and  fro,  in  expectation  of  customers ; 
and  asking  if  their  master  was  at  home^  told  them  I  bad  a  message  to  him 
from  Father  Alexis.  At  the  menticm  of  that  venerable  name  I  was  shown 
into  the  back  shop,  where  a  merchant  sat  at  a  bureau  turning  over  the 
leaves  of  a  large  day  book.  I  saluted  him  with  great  respect,  saying, 
while  I  advanced,  '*  Signer,  I  am  the  young  man  whom  the  reverend 
Father  Alexis  recommended  to  you  for  a  lacquey." — "  Ha  I  welcome,  my 
cliild/'  said  he,  "  that  holy  man's  recommendation  is  sufficient  I  receive 
thee  into  my  service  in  preferenee  to  three  or  four  lacqueys  that  were 
sent  by  other  people.  It  is  agreed :  thy  wages  run  up  from  this  day 
forward." 

I  had  not  been  long  in  the  service  of  this  citizen,  before  I  perceived  him 
to  be  just  such  a  man  as  the  beggar  had  described.  His  simplicity  seemed 
even  so  great,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking  I  should  find  some  difficulty 
in  abstaining  from  playing  him  some  trick  or  other.  He  had  been  a 
widower  four  years,  and  had  two  children ;  a  son  turned  of  five-and-tweaty, 
and  a  daughter  going  in  her  fifteenth  year,  who  being  brought  up  by  a 
aevere  duenna,  and  directed  by  Father  Alexis,  walked  in  the  path  of  virtue ; 
but  Gaspard  Velasquez,  her  brother,  though  nothing  had  been  spared  in 
hb  edocation,  had  all  the  vices  of  a  young  spendthrift.  He  sometimes  lay 
two  or  three  nights  abroad ;  and  if,  at  his  return,  his  father  took  it  into  his 
head  to  reprimand  him,  Gaspard  imposed  siknce  upon  him,  in  a  tone  stiH 
higher  thim  that  of  the  old  man. 

"  Scipio,"  said  the  draper  to  me  one  day,  "  I  have  a  son  who  is  the  sole 
plague  of  my  life ;  he  is  plunged  in  all  manner  of  debauchery ;  a  circum- 
stance that  surprises  me  very  much ;  for  his  education  was  by  no  means 
neglected.    T  gave  him  good  masters,  and  my  friend  Alexis  hath  done  his 
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ntmost  endeavour  to  put  liim  in  the  right  nMity  bai  hraould  aoli  00000^ 
Gaspard  has  fallen  into  a  state  of  libertinkm.  Hun  wilt  sa^»  perlii^^  tlial 
I  treated  him  too  gentlj  in  the  begimiing  of  his  youths  aad  ^hal  he  wia 
undone  hy  my  indulgence:  hut  that  was  not  ^bx  casei  'kewas  mbmjM 
chastised  when  I  thought  he  deserved  to  be  used  with  rigour;,  lor,  good- 
natured  as  I  am,  I  have  resolution  enougii  when  tiieio  it  oocasiDii  ibr  k. 
I  have  even  ordered  him  to  he  con&ed  {  and  the  oonseqiim&oe  wa%  he 
became  more  wicked  than  ever.  In  t  word,  he  has  looe  of  thooe  bod  dis- 
positions which  cannot  be  improved  by  good  exampk,  remoBatnuioe%  or 
chastisement.     Heaven  alone  ean  work  that  miimde." 

If  I  was  not  much  moved  at  the  sorrow  of  this  tuiha[^  fiUhor,  at  Jeaai 
I  pretended  to  be  so.  "  How  much  are  yoa  to  be  pitied,  sir  I "  oiid  I :  *' a 
good  man,  like  you,  deserven  to  have  a  much  bettor  ooo."— *' Heavoo^ 
my  child,*'  answered  he,  "is  pleased  to  deprive  me  of  that  oonoalotion. 
Among  other  causes  which  Gaspard  g^es  me  to  •oomplaia  of  hioi**'  od^ed 
he»  "I  win  tell  thee  in  confidenee,  there  is  one  that  makes  pap  very 
uneasy :  that  is,  the  inclination  which  he  has.  to.  rob  me^  and  ;^bifh  he 
but  too  often  finds  means  to  sotisQri  in  spiito  of  aU  n^y  vigilaape.  The 
lacquey  whom  yon  succeed  was  in  eononrt  with  him,  and  for  that  resfljOO 
turned  away.  As  for  thee,  I  hope  thoa  wilt  not'  su&r  th^fa^  to.  be 
corrupted  by  my  son ;  but  espouse  my  interest^  as  Father  Alexis  ha9^ 
doubtless,  exhorted  thee."— -''That  I'll  answer  for,'*  said  I ;  '*  his  rever^noe 
exhorted  me  a  whole  homr  to  have  nothing  in  view  but  your  advantage : 
but  1  can  assure  you  I  had  no  need  of  being  ea^rted  to  th|\t;  I. feel 
myself  disposed  to  serve  you  faithftdly,  and  my  seal  will  prove  itselJ^  oaali 


occasions.^' 


He  who  hears  one  side  only,  hears  nothing.  Young  Yelasquei;  who 
was  a  devilish  beau,  judging  by  my  physiognomy  that  I  might  be  as 
easily  seduced  as  my  predecessor,  took  me  aside  into  a  private  place,  and 
spoke  to  me  in  these  terms  t  **  Hark'ee,  my  dear,  I  am  pecsuaded  that  my 
father  hath  charged  thee  to  be  a  spy  upon  my  aetiaos :  take  pare  of  tliyself : 
I  give  thee  notice  beforehand,  that  thy  employment  is  Bone  of  the  m^^ 
agreeable.  If  ever  I  perceive  ^M  thou  makest  thy  remarks  upon  me^  I 
will  cudgel  thee  to  death :  whereas,  if  thou  wilt  assist  me  in  cbejsting  xf^j 
father,  thou  mayest  depend  upon  my  gratitude.  Must  I  bie  more. plain 
with  thee  ?  Thou  shalt  hove  a  share  of  die  purchase.  Make.thy^chpipe, 
therefore,  and  declare  this  instant  either  for  the  &th6r  or  the  son  ^  for  I  ijrill 
admit  of  no  neutraKty.*' 

"Sir,"  answered  I,  '*y6u  are  very  short  with  me:  snd  I  plainly  pei^ 
ceive  that  I  cannot  help  espousing  your  eausci  though  in  i9y  iieiqff  I  fed 
a  reluctance  to*  betray  -SiguoF  Yelasii«eB4?-^'*TiMiu  omghtfsttp  fp^^po 
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Bcniple  in  80  doing/'  GaqMird  replied :  '<  he  is  an  old  miser,  who  wants 
to  keep  tne  still  in  leadin^strings ;  a  wretch  who  denies  me  the  necessaries 
of  life,  in  revising  to  furnish  me  with  money  for  my  pleasures  $  for 
pleasures  are  the  necessaries  of  life,  at  the  age  of  five-and-twenty :  thou 
must  therefore  look  upon  my  father  in  that  point  of  view." — "Enough, 
nr/*  said  I :  *' there  is  no  such  thing  as  holding  out  against  so  just  a 
cause  of  complaint.  I  offer  my  service  to  second  you  in  your  laudable 
nixdertakings ;  but  let  us  conceal  our  nnitual  intelligence,  that  your  faithful 
associate  may  not  he  turned  out  of  doors.  You  will  do  well,  methinks, 
in  affecting  to  hate  me :  speak  roughly  to  me  before  people,  and  do  not 
spare  ill  language ;  even  some  boxes  on  the  ear,  and  kicks  on  the  breech, 
will  not  be  amiss :  on  the  contrary,  the  more  marks  of  aversion  you  bestow 
upon  me,  the  more  confidence  will  Balthazar  have  in  my  integrity.  For 
my  part  I  will  pretend  to  avoid  your  conversation :  in  serving  you  at  table, 
I  will  seem  to  acquit  myself  with  regret;  and  when  I  talk  of  you  to  the 
apprentices,  don't  take  it  ill  that  I  rail  at  yon  with  great  bitterness." 

*'£gftd!"  cried  Yelasqnex,  hearing  my  last  words,  "I  admire  thy 
genius,  my  friend :  thou  showest;  at  thy  age,  an  astonishing  capacity  for 
intrigue,  from  whence  I  conceive  the  most  happy  presage :  for  I  hope, 
with  thy  assistance,  I  shall  not  leave  my  lather  one  single  pistole." — ''You 
do  me  a  great  deal  of  honour,"  said  I,  ''in  depending  so  much  on  my 
industry :  I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour  to  justify  the  good  opinion  you 
have  of  my  understanding ;  and  if  I  fiiil,  at  least  it  shall  not  be  my  fault.** 
It  was  not  long  before  I  let  Gaspard  see  that  I  was  actually  the  man 
he  wanted ;  and  this  is  the  first  service  I  did  him.  Balthazar's  strong  box 
stood  in  his  chamber,  just  by  his  bed-side,  and  served  him  instead  of  a 
pew  for  prayer.  Every  time  I  looked  at  it,  my  eye-sight  was  regaled ; 
and  I  frequently  said  to  myself,  "  Friend  strong  box,  must  thou  be  always 

'  locked  to  me?  Shall  I  never  have  the  pleasure  of  contemplating  thy 
contents  T*  As  I  went  whenever  I  pleased  into  this  chamber,  which  was 
forbid  to  nobody  but  Gaspard,  I  happened  one  day  to  perceive  his  father, 
who  thinking  himself  unobserved,  after  having  opened  and  locked  his 
strong  box,  concealed  the  key  behind  the  hanging.  I  marked  the  place 
well,  and  imparted  my  discovery  to  my  young  master,  who  embraced  me 
with  joy,  saying,  "Ah,  my  dear  Bcipio!  what  a  charming  piece  of  news 
IS  tins !  Our  fortune  is  made  my  child.  I  will  this  very  day  give  thee 
wax,  with  which  thou  mayest  take  the  impression  of  the  key,  and  put  it 
into  my  hand;i.     I  shall  easily  find  an  obliging  locksmith  in  Cordoya ;  in 

'  which,  thank  Heaven,  there  is  no  scarcity  of  rogues," 

^'But  why,"  said  I  to  Gaspard,  "would  you  make  a  false  key,  when 
t^e  can  usethetrueone?"— "Because,"  answered  be,  " my  father,  through 
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^■trut,  or  foine  otaer  motLTc,  maj  t^e  it  ia  hfahml  to  hide  it  tit^^ 
when  ;  and  tberafore  it  is  better  to  liave  one  for  omselves,"  I  ap|»(nt.-d 
of  Hu  caution ;  und  yielding  to  his  inclination,  prepared  far  taking  fix 
impreauon  of  the  key.  Thia  wa>  execated  one  morning  early,  while  my 
old  muter  paid  a  viait  to  Father  Alexis,  with  whom  he  had  usually  long 
oonTersatione.  This  was  not  all ;  I  used  the  key  In  opening  titte  box, 
which  being  filled  with  large  and  small  bags,  threw  me  into  a  channia|^ 
perplexity  :  I  did  not  know  whidi  to  choose,  such  afiection  did  I  eoncene 
for  both  kinds,    NeTertheless,  as  the  fbar  of  being  surprised  did  net  permit 


tne  to  make  a  long  scrutiny,  I  laid  hold  of  one  of  the  largest  at  aventore: 
then  locking  the  cofier,  and  replacing  the  key  behind  the  hangings, 
quitted  the  chamber  with  my  prey,  which  I  went  and  concealed  uader  my 
bed,  in  a  small  wardrobe  where  I  Uy. 

Having  performed  this  operation  so  successftilly,  I  west  immediately  to 
the  young  Velasquez,  who  waited  for  me  in  a  house  where  he  had  appoin- 
ted to  meet  me,  and  gave  him  infinite  joy,  by  telling  what  I  hod  done. 
He  was  so  well  satiBfied,  that  he  loaded  me  with  caresses,  uid  generoosly 
offered  me  the  half  of  the  money  that  was  tn  the  bag;  but  that  I  refused; 
saying,  "No,  no,  sir;  tlie  first  bag  is  your  own;  use  it  for  your  occasions ; 
I  will  soon  return  to  the  strong  box,  where,  thank  heaven,  there  is  money 
enough  for  uB  both."  .  In  efiect,  three  days  after  this  I  carried  i^m  second 
bag,  containing,  as  the  former,  five  hundred  crowns,  of  which  I  wouM 
receive  one  fourth  only,  notmtbstanding  the  pressing  instanees  ot 
Gaspaid,  that  it  should  be  equally  divided  between  us. 

As  soon  as  this  yoong  man  found  himself  well  stocked,  sad  conse- 
quently in  a  condition  to  satisfy  his  passion  for  women 'and  play,  he 
abandoned  himself  entirely  to  botii :  he  had  even  the  misfortmte  to  Ul 
in  lore  with  one  ot  those  famous  coquettes  who  devour  and  swallow  du 
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Iwgest  patrhnoiues  in  a  Terjt  little  time ;  and  being  at  a  terrible  expense 
on  her  aoooont,  laid  xne  under  the  necessity  of  paying  so  many  visits  to 
the  strong  bos,  that  at  length  old  Ydlasquez  perceived  himself  robbed. 
*'Scipio^"  said  he  one  morning^  "I  must  tell  thee  a  secret:  somebody 
robs  me^  my  friend :  my  strong  box  baa  been  opened,  and  several  bags 
taken  out:  this  is  certain.  Who  must  be  taxed  with  this  theft?  C^ 
Mth^k  who  else  than  my  son  Gaspard*  who  has  entered  my  chamber  by 
stealth,  or  been  introduced  by  thee?  for  I  am  tempted  to  believe  thee  his 
aeoompUpe,  thov^  yoa  seem  to  hate  one  another  so  much.  Nevertheless, 
1  will  not  listen  to  my  suspicion,  since  Father  Alexis  hath  answered  for  thy 
fidelity."  I  replied,  that,  thank  Heaven,  J  never -coveted  my  ndghbour's 
wealth;  and  accompanied  that  lie  with  an  hypocritical  g^rimace,  which 
8Prv»d  instead  of  an  apology. 

The  old  man,  sure  enough,  said  no  more  of  the  matter ;  but  he  did  not 
leave  off  including  me  in'  bis  suspickni :  and  taking  his  precautions  against 
our  attempts,  ordered  his  strong  box  to  be  secured  by  another  lock,  the 
key  of  which  be  always  kept  in  hispoeket.  By  these  means  all  commerce 
between  us  and  the  bags  being  broken,  we  looked  very  silly,  especially 
Gaspard,  who  being  no  longer  able  to  gratify  the  extravagance  of  his 
nymph,  was  afraid  of  losii^  the  privilege  of  visiting  her.  He  had 
genius  enough,  however^  to  invent  Ka  expedient  which  supported  his  expense 
a  few  days  longer;  and  that  ingenious  shift  was,  to  appropriate  to  himself, 
by  way  of  loan,  all  my  share  of  the  evacuations  which  I  had  performed  on 
the  strong  box.  I  gave  it  all,  to  the  very  last  piece ;  and  this  methinks, 
may  pass  for  anticipated  restitutnn  which  I  made  to  the  old  merchant,  in 
the  person  of  his  heir. 

The  young  nuun,  idien  he  had  exhausted  this  resource,  considering  that 
he  had  now  none  left,  fell  into  a  profound  and  gloomy  fit  of  melancholy, 
which  graduyiy  disordered  his  reason.  He  looked  upon  hia  fiither  as  the 
only  plague  of  his  life ;  he  was  seized  with  the  most  violent  despair ;  and 
without  listening  to  the  voice  of  nature,  the  wretch  conceived  the  horrible 
design  of  poisoning  his  parent.  He  not  only  oommunicftted  tfau  execrable 
projeet  to  me,  but  even  proposed  that  I  should  be  the  instrument  of  lus 
vengeance.  Being  struck  with  horror  at  the  proposal,  ''Sir,"  said  I,  ''is 
it  possible  that  you  ahonld  be  so  abandoned  by  Heaven,  as  to  Ibrm  this 
mbomiaable  resolution?  What  1  are  you  capable  of  murdering  the  author 
of  your  own  being?  Shall  it  be  said,  that  in  Spaia,  in  the  very  bosom  of 
Chriatiansty,  a  crime  was  committed,  the  very  idea  of  which  raises  horror 
in  the  most  barboiroiis  nations  ?  No^  my  dear  master  I"  added  I,  Mling 
/on  my  knees  before  him,  "  no»  you  will  not  connnit  an  action  which  would 
lustfy  inosnae  the  whok  wwM  agsinat  yon,  and  be  attended  with  the  moat 
infamous  chastisement." 
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I  said  a  great  manj  things  more  to  dissuade  Qaspard  from  sock  I 
guilty  undertaking.  I  don*t  know  where  I  found  all  the  azg;aB:ienta  of  a 
virtuous  man,  which  I  used  to  combat  his  despair :  but  certain  it  i%  I 
spoke  like  a  doctor  of  Salamanca,  though  I  was  but  a  boj*  and  no  other 
than  the  son  of  Goscolina.  Nevertheless,  in  vain  did  I  represent  to  him 
that  he  ought  to  reflect  seriously,  and  courageously  repel  those  detestable 
sentiments  which  had  taken  possession  of  his  soul ;  all  my  eloqneiiee  was 
ineffectual.  He  hung  his  head,  and  remamed  in  sullen  silence ;  so  that  I 
concluded  he  would  not  swerre  from  his  resolution,  notwithstanding  all  I 
could  say. 

Whereupon  I  went  and  demanded  a  private  conversation  with  my  old 
master;  to  whom,  when  we  were  shut  up  in  a  room  together,  I  said, 
*'  Suffer  me,  sir,  to  throw  myself  at  your  feet,  and  implore  your  mercy*" 
80  saying,  I  fell  down  before  him  in  great  agitation,  with  my  countenance 
bathed  in  tears.  The  merchant,  surprised  at  my  prostration,  and  the 
disorder  of  my  looks,  asked  what  I  had  done.  *'  A  deed,"  I  replied,  ''of 
which  I  now  heartily  repent,  and  with  which  I  will  upbraid  myself  as  lopg 
as  I  live.  I  have  been  weak  enough  to  Hsten  to  your  son,  and  to  assist 
him  in  stealing  your  money."  I  then  made  a  sincere  confession  of  all  that 
had  passed  on  that  subject :  after  which  I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  con- 
versation I  had  had  with  Gaspard,  whose  design  I  revealed,  without  forget- 
ting the  least  circumstance. 

Bad  as  his  opinion  of  his  son  was,  old  Velasquez  could  scarce  credit  my 
information,  the  truth  of  which,  however,  having  no  reason  to  doubt : 
"  Sdpio,"  said  he  (raising  me,  for  I  was  still  on  my  knees),  ''I  pardon  thee, 
in  consideration  of  the  important  notice  thou  hast  given  me.  Gaspard,'* 
added  he,  raising  his  voice,  **  Gaspard  has  a  design  upon  my  life !  Ah, 
ungrateful  son !  ah,  monster  I  who  had  better  been  stifled  in  the  birth,  than 
allowed  to  live^  and  become  a  parricide  I  what  cause  hast  thou  to  attempt 
my  life !  I  allow  thee  a  reasonable  yearly  sum  for  thy  pleasures*  and  thou 
art  not  satisfied  I  Must  I  permit  thee  to  squander  away  my  whole  fortune  !" 
Having  uttered  this  bitter  apostrophe^  he  laid  injunctions  upon  me  to  keep 
the  secret,  and  said  he  would  consider  what  was  to  be  done  in  such  a 
delicate  conjuncture. 

I  was  very  anxious  to  know  what  resolution  this  unfc^tunate  father 
would  take,  when  that  very  day  he  sent  for  Gaspard,  and  spoke  thus  to  him 
without  manifesting  a  tittle  of  what  he  had  in  his  head.  ''  Son,  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  Merida,  importing^  that  if  you  choose  to  marry,  yon 
may  have  a  maiden  of  that  place,  who  is  but  fifteen  years  old,  perfectly 
handsome,  and  mistress  of  a  good  fortune ;  if  you  have  no  objection  to  the 
marriage,  we  will  set  out  early  to-morrow  fiir  Merida,  visit  the  lady  who  b 
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proposed,  and  if  you  find  her  to  your  liking  you  shall  espouse  her  forth- 
\rith.^^  Gaspard  hearing  mention  made  of  a  good  fortune,  which  he  thought 
was  already  in  his  clutches,  answered,  without  hesitation,  that  he  was 
ready  to  go :  so  that  next  morning  at  day-break  they  departed  by  them- 
selves, mounted  on  two  good  mules. 

When  they  had  got  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Fesira  into  a  place  as  much 
frequented  by  robbers  as  dreaded  by  travellers,  Balthazar  alighted,  desiring 
his  son  to  do  the  same :  the  young  man  obeyed,  and  asked  the  reason  of 
their  quitting  their  mules  in  that  place.  *'  I  will  tell  thee,"  answered  the 
old  man,  darting  at  him  a  look  in  which  his  grief  and  indignation  were 
painted;  ^* we  have  no  business  at  Merida;  and  the  marriage  which  I 
mentioned  is  only  a  fable  I  invented  to  bring  thee  hither.  I  am  not  ignorant, 
ungrateful  and  unnatural  son  I     I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  crime  which  thou 

'hast  hatched ;  I  know  that  I  am  to  be  presented  with  poison  prepared  by 
thee :  but,  fool  that  thou  art,  dost  thou  flatter  thyself  that  thou  canst 
deprive  me  of  my  life,  in  that  manner,  with  impunity  ?  Thou  art  mistaken ; 

.thy  guilt  would  soon  be  discovered,  and  thou  wouldst  perish  by  the  hands 
of  the  hangman.  There  is,"  added  he,  "  a  surer  method  of  satiating  thy 
revenge,  without  exposing  thyself  to  ah  ignominious  death :  we  are  here 
without  witnesses,  in  a  place' where  murders  are  committed  every  day ;  since 
thou  art  so  estranged  from  my  blood,  plunge  thy  poniard  into  my  bosom, 
and  the  murder  will  be  imputed  to  robbers."  So  saying,  Balthazar  baring 
his  breast  and  pointing  to  his  heart.  ^*  Here  Gaspard,"  added  he,  ''strike 
the  mortal  blow,  and  punish  me  for  having  given  being  to  such  a  wretch  as 
thee." 

Young  Velasquez,  thunderstruck  at  these  words,  far  from  seeking  to 
justify  himself,  fell,  without  sense  or  motion,  at  his  father's  feet.  The  good 
old  man  seeing  him  in  that  condition,  which  seemed  to  be  the  beginning  of 
repentance,  could  not  help  yielding  to  his  paternal  weakness,  and  of  flying 
to  his  assistance :  but  Gaspard,  no  sooner  recovered  the  use  of  his  reason, 
than,  being  unable  to  bear  the  presence  of  a  father  so  justly  incensed,  he 
made  an  effort  to  get  up,  mounted  his  mule,  and  rode  off  without  speakiug 
a  word.  Balthazar  let  him  go,  and  leaving  him  to  the  remorse  of  his  own 
conscience,  returned  to  Cordova,  where,  six  months  after,  he  learned  that 
his  son  had  thro\^7i  himself  into  the  monastery  of  Carthusians  at  SevUle, 
there  to  pass  the  rest  of  his  days  in  penitence. 
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CHAPTER   Xir. 


tat  coHctcaiOK  c 


oMETlUzt  bad  ezamplaa  produce  gaoA 
effects.  The  conduct  of  fonng'VelasqvM 
made  me  reflect  aerioatiy  upon  mj  own : 
I  began  to  combmt  mj  ibieriilt  iiiciuw> 
tiona,  and  Uts  like  an  honert  nias.  Tbv 
habit  of  seising'  all  the  Inonej  I  co«M 
lay  my  h&nda  on  was  so  nmeb  eonflraed 
in  me,  by  repeated  seta,  iLat  it  wu  not 
easily  Tanqaisked.  NerertheleaB,  I  did 
not  despair  of  sncceeding,  ifaaginliig, 
that  to  become  TirtBooB,  i«qttii<e<]  (mly  » 
sincere  desire  of  being  so.  I  therefore  undertooli  this  great  work,  and 
UeaTcn  seemed  to  bless  my  efforts,  1  no  longer  beheld  the  old  merdtaat's 
strong  bos  nith  a  coretous  eye ;  and  I  believe  that  had  it  been  in  my 
power,  I  should  not  have  touched  one  of  his  begs  :  I  own,  however,  tfast 
it  would  hare  been  very  imprudent  in  him  to  put  my  infant  integrity  to 
such  a  proof;  and  therefore  Velasqnez  took  care  not  to  do  it. 

Don  Manriquez  de  Medrano,  a  young  gentleman,  and  knight  of  the 
order  of  Alcantara,  came  frequently  to  our  house.  We  had  his  coaton ; 
and  if  he  was  not  the  best,  he  was,  at  least,  the  mgst  noble  of  tkoae  who 
used  the  shop.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  please  that  cuTolier,  who,  eyesy 
time  he  met  me,  encouraged  me  to  speak,  and  seemed  to  listen  witli 
pleasure  to  what  I  said.  "  Scipio,"  said  be  one  day,  "  if  1  bad  «  lacquey 
of  thy  humour,  I  should  think  myself  in  posseesioo  of  a  tieasate ;  and  if 
thou  didat  not  belong  to  a  man  for  whom  I  have  a  ngaitl,  I  wonU  do  my 
endeavour  to  detach  thee  from  his  service."— " Sir,"  siud  I,  "yon  would 
find  it  a  very  easy  task ;  for  I  baTe  an  inclination  to  aerve  pe<^le  of 
quality;  that  is  my  foible;  1  am  ehannbd  by  tkeit  easy  bcha^our." — "If 
that  be  the  case,"  replied  Don  Uannqnezt  "  I  will  desire  Signoi  Balthazar 
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to  consent  to  thj  leaving  him,  and  coming  into  my  sendee;  I  don't 
beliere  he  will  refuse  me  that  favour."  Indeed,  Velasquez  granted  it  the 
more  easily,  as  he  did  not  think  the  loss  of  a  vogwah  laequAj  irreparable : 
for  my  own  part,  I  was  glad  of  the  change;  the  valet  of  a  citizen 
appearing  to  he  a  mere  beggar  in  comparison  to  jthe  lacquey  of  a  knight  of 
Alcantara. 

To  draw  a  fidthful  picture  of  my  new  patron,  I  must  tell  you  that  ho 
was  a  cavalier  endowed  with  a  most  amiable  person,  and  with  such  sweet* 
ness  of  temper  and  cultivated  understanding  as  captivated  every  body 
who  knew  him :  besides,  he  had  a  great  deal  of  courage  and  probity,  and 
wanted  nothing  but  fortune.  Being  cadet  of  a  family  more  illustrious 
than  rich,  he  was  obliged  to  subsist  at  the  expense  of  an  old  aunt  who 
lived  at  Toledo,  and  who,  loving  him  as  her  own  son,  took  care  to  furnish 
him  with  what  money  he  wanted ;  he  went  always  handsomely  dressed,  and 
was  perfectly  well  received  every  where.  He  visited  the  principal  ladies 
of  the  city,  and  among  others,  the  Marchioness  of  Almenara,  a  widow  of 
seventy-two  years  of  i^ ;  who,  by  her  engaging  behaviour  and  agreeable 
wit,  allured  the  whole  nobihty  of  Cordova  to  her  house.  Men  as  well  as 
women  delighted  in  her  conversation,  and  her  finnily  was  st]^ed  the  polito 
company. 

My  master,  who  vras  one  of  the  most  assiduous  visitors  of  that  lady, 
eame  home  from  her  house  one  evening  with  an  enlivened  look  that  was  not 
natural  to  him :  upon  which,  I  said,  "  Signer,  you  seem  to  be  strangely 
elevated :  may  your  faithful  servant  ask  the  cause  T  hath  not  something 
extraordinary  happened  f"  The  knight  smiled  at  the  question,  and 
owned  that  he  Was  actually  engrossed  by  a  serious  conversation  which  he 
had  enjoyed  with  the  Marchioness  of  Almenara.  "  I  heartily  wish/'  said 
I,  laughing,  '*  that  the  superannuated  toast  may  have  made  a  declaration 
of  love  to  you." — "  Jesting  apart,*'  answered  he,  "know,  my  friend,  that 
I  am  really  beloved  by  the  marchioness.  '  Chevalier/  said  she  to  me,  '  I  know 
the,smallness  of  your  fortune^  as  well  as  the  nobleness  of  yoiu  birth ;  I  have 
an  indination  for  yon,  and  am  resolved  to  make  you  easy  in  your  drcum* 
stances  by  marrying  you,  as  I  cannot  decently  make  your  fortune  any  other 
Way.  I  know  very  weU  that  this  marriage  will  bring  upon  me  the  ridicule 
of  the  woiid ;  that  scandal  will  be  very  busy  at  my  expense :  and  that,  in 
short,  I  shall  pass  for  an  old  fool  who  must  needs  have  another  husband. 
No  mt^iet ;  I  intoid  to  despise  slander,  in  <vder  to  make  you  happy :  all 
that  I  fea^/  added  she, '  is,  that  you  may  possibly  have  a  reluctance  to  comply 
with  my  intentions.'  This,**  continued  the  knight^  <<was  the  subject  of  her 
discourse,  which  surprised  me  the  more,  as  she  is  the  most  virtuous  and 
prudent  woman  in  Cordova ;  I  answered,  therefore,  I  was  astonished  sh^ 
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should  do  me  the  honour  of  offbriiig  me  her  hand ;  she  who  had  olwajs 
persisted  in  the  resolntion  of  presermg  her  widowhood  to  the  kst :  to  this 
she  replied,  that  having  a  considerable  estate,  she  shook!  he  g^d  m  her 
life-time  to  share  it  with  a  man  of  honour  whom  she  esteemed."-^*'  Yoa 
are  then,  I  suppose/*  said  I,  '*  determined  to  haasard  the  leap.'* — "Caast 
thou  douht  it  7  "  he  replied.  **  The  marchioness  possesses  immoBBe  wealth, 
together  with  excellent  cjpialitiea  both  of  the  heart  and  head ;  and  I  mast 
have  lost  my  judgment  indeed,  if  I  rejected  such  an  advantageoua 
settlement/' 

I  very  much  approved  of  niy  master's  design  to  lay  hold  of  this  ftsr 
occasion  to  make  his  fortune^  and  even  advised  him  to  push  mattery  ao 
much  was  I  afraid  to  see  her  inclinations  change^  Laekily,  the  lady,  who 
had  the  afifair  still  more  at  heart  than  I  had,  gave  such  expeditions  otden, 
that  the  pr^>arations  were  soon  made  for  her  marnage.  As  soon  as  it  was 
known  at  Cordova,  that  the  old  Marohioness  of  Aimenara  was  going  to 
marry  young  Don  Manriqoes  de  Medrano,  the  vrits  began  to  make  them- 
selves merry  at  the  widow's  expense  :  but  in  vain  did  they  exhanst  their 
stodc  of  raillery ;  they  could  not  divert  her  from  her  design ;  she  let  the 
whole  dty  talk,  and  followed  her  knight  to  the  altar :  their  nuptials  were 
celebrated  with  such  splendour  as  afforded  new  matter  for  scandal.  "The 
bride,"  said  they*  **  might  have,  at  least,  for  the  sake  of  decency,  sup- 
pressed all  noise  and  pomp,  which  but  ill  becomes  old  widows  who  marry 
young  husbands." 

The  marchioness,  instead  of  being  ashamed  of  being,  at  her  age,  wife  to 
the  chevidier,  indulged  herself,  without  constraint,  in  the  joy  which  she 
felt  on  this  ooeasicm :  she  had  a  grand  entertainment  at  our  houses  accom- 
panied hy  a  concert  of  music,  and  the  feast  ended  in  a  ball,  at  whidi  were 
present  all  the  nobility  of  Cordova.  Towards  the  end  of  the  ball,  our  newt- 
married  cou}^  slipped  off  and  met  in  an  apartment,  where  being  shut  up 
with  a  waiting-woman  and  me,  the  marchioness  addressed  herself  to  my 
master  in  these  words :  "  Don  Manriquez,  this  is  your  apartment ;  mine  is 
in  another  part  of  the  house :  we  will  pass  the  night  in  separate  chambers, 
and  in  the  day  we  will  live  together  tike  mother  and  sod."  The  knight 
wa9,  at  first,  mistaken,  and  believed  that  the  lady  talked  thus,  only  to 
engage  him  to  offer  soft  violence  to  her  delicacy ;  imagining,  therefore, 
that  he  ought  out  of  pure  politeness,  to  act  the  passionate  lover,  he  ap- 
proached her,  and  eagerly  endeavoured  to  serve  her  in  quality  of  valet  de 
chambre ;  but  she,  fea  from  allowing  him  to  undress  her,  pushed  him  away 
with  a  serious  air,  saying,  '*  Hold,  Don  Manriquez ;  if  you  take  me  for 
one  of  those  amorous  old  widows  who  marry  again  out  of  frailty,  you  are 
deceived.     I  did  not  espoase  you  to  make  you  buy  the  advantages  whidi 
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yon  win  reap  from  our  contract  of  manriage ;  these  are  the  pure  oflcrings 
of  m J  heart,  and  I  exact  nothing  in  return  but  sentiments  of  friendship." 
So  sajing,  she  leH  my  master  and  me  in  our  apartment,  and  retired  into 
her  own,  with  her  waiting^maid,  absolutelj  forbidding  the  chevalier  to 
follow  her. 

After  her  retreat,  we  remained  a  good  while  confounded  at  what  we  had 
heard.  '*  Sctpio,"  said  my  master,  **  didst  thou  ever  hear  such  a  discourse 
as  that  of  the  marchioness  7  What  dost  ihou  think  <^  such  a  lady  ?  " — **  I 
think,  sir, "  answered  I,  "  that  she  has  not  her  fellow ;  you  are  happy  in 
having  such  a  wife,  which  is  like  the  possession  of  a  benefice  without  cure 
of  souls." — *'  For  my  part,"  replied  Don  Manriques,  <<  I  admire  a  spouse 
of  such  an  inestimable  character,  and  I  intend  to  compensate,  with  all 
imaginable  attention,  the  sacrifice  which  she  makes  to  her  delica^."  Having 
conversed  some  time  about  the  lady,  we  went  to  rest ;  I  upon  a  truckle-bed 
in  a  wardrobe,  and  my  master  in  a  fine  bed  prepared  for  him,  where,  I 
believe,  at  bottom,  he  was  not  sorry  to  lie  alone,  and  to  be  quit  for  his 
fear  only. 

The  rejoicings  began  again  next  day,  and  the  new-married  lady  appeared 
in  such  good  humour  as  to  afford  scope  to  the  raillers.  She  was  the  first 
to  laugh  at  what  they  said :  nay,  even  excited  others  to  laugh,  by  receiving 
their  sallies  with  a  good  grace.  The  knight,  for  his  part,  seemed  no  less 
satisfied  with  his  spouse ;  and  by  the  tender  glances  with  which  he  looked 
and  spoke  to  her,  one  would  have  thought  that  old  age  was  his  taste.  This 
happy  couple  had  in  the  evening  a  new  conversation,  in  which  it  was 
decided,  that,  without  disturbing  one  another^  they  should  live,  for  the 
future,  in  the  same  manner  as  before  marriage :  meanwhile,  I  must  do  Don 
Manriquez  the  justice  to  say,  that  out  of  consideration  for  his  wife^  he  did 
what  few  husbands  would  have  done  in  his  place :  he  abandoned  a  girl  in 
the  city,  whom  he  loved,  and  by  whom  he  was  beloved ;  being  resolved  (as 
he  said)  to  maintain  no  commerce  which  would  seem  to  insult  the  delicate 
conduct  of  his  wife  towards  him. 

While  he  gave  the  old  lady  such  strong  marks  of  gratitude,  she  repaid 
them  with  usury,  though  she  was  ignorant  of  this  behaviour,  and  made  him 
master  of  her  strong  box,  which  was  even  better  replenished  than  that  of 
Velasquez :  as  she  had  retrenched  her  housekeeping  during  her  widowhood, 
she  put  it  again  on -the  same  footing  on  which  it  had  been  in  the  life^time 
of  her  husband ;  she  increased  the  number  of  her  servants,  filled  her  stables 
with  horses  and  mules ;  and  in  a  word,  by  her  generosity,  the  chevalier, 
who  was  the  poorest,  became  the  richest  knight  of  Alcantara.  You  will  ask, 
perhaps,  what  I  got  by  all  this?  I  received  fifty  pistoles  from  my  mistress, 
md  one  hundred  from  my  master,  who,  moreover,  made  me  his  secretary. 
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with  an  appointment  of  five  hundred  crowns ;  he  hod  eten  so  much  confi- 
dence in  my  integritj  that  he  created  mt  his  treasurer. 

"His  treasurer!"  cried  I,  interrupting  Sdpio  with  a  loud  laugh, 
"Tea,  air/'  he  replied*  with  a  dry,  serious  look,  ''no  less  than  his  trea- 
surer ;  and  ril  venture  to  say,  that  I  acquitted  myself  in  that  employment 
with  honour.  True  it  is,  I  am,  perhaps,  somewhat  indebted  for  cash ;  for,  as  I 
look  my  wages  per  advance,  and  quitted  the  knight's  service  suddenly,  it  ia 
not  impossible  that  I  may*  now  be  in  arrears  ;  at  any  rate,  it  ia  the  last 
reproach  that  I  have  deserved,  having  always  acted  with  probity  ainoe  thjit 
time." 

I  was,  therefore,  (continued- the  son  of  Coscolina),  secretary  and  tre^- 
surer  to  Don  Manriquex,  who  seemed  as  well  satisfied  with  me  as  I  was  with 
bim ;  when  he  received  a  letter  from  Toledo,  importing  that  hia  aunt  Donna 
Theodora  Moscoso  was  at  the  point  of  death.  He  s^t  out  instantly  to  see 
that  lady,  who  had  been  a  mother  to  him  fi>r  many  years ;  and  I  aooom- 
panied  him  in  this  journey,  together  with  a  valet  de  chambre  and  one 
lacquey.  Being  all  mounted  on  the  best  horses  in  pat  stables,  we  soon  got 
to  Toledo,  where  we  found  Donna  Theodora  in  such  a  condition  as  gave  na 
hopes  that  she  would  not  die  of  that  distemper;  and  truly,  our  prognostics 
though  contrary  to  that  of  an  old  physician  who  attended  her,  was  verified 
by  the  event. 

While  the  health  of  our  good  aunt  was  re-estabh^hing  (less,  perhaps, 
by  the  remedies  she  took,  than  by  the  presence  of  her  dear  nephew), 
Mr.  Treasurer  passed  his  time  as  agreeably  as  he  could,  with  young 
people,  whose  acquaintance  soon  introduced  him  to  occasions  of  spending 
his  money.  They  sometimes  carried  me  to  the  tenuis -court,  where  they 
engaged  me  in  play,  and  as  I  was  not  so  expert  a  gamester  aa  my  master 
Don  Abel,  I  lost  much  ofLener  than  I  won.  I  conceived  insensibly  an 
inclination  for  play ;  and  had  I  entirely  abandoned  myself  to  that  passion 
it  would,  doubtless,  have  compelled  me  to  take  from  our  cash  some 
quarters  of  my  allowance  per  advance :  but  luckily,  love  saved  both  my 
own  virtue  and  my  master's  money.  One  day,  as  I  passed  by  the  church 
de  los  Reyes,  I  perceived,  through  a  lattice,  the  curtains  of  which  were 
withdrawn,  a  young  maid,  who  seemed  rather  a  divinity  than  a  mortal.  I 
would  use  a  term  still  stronger,  if  there  was  any,  to  denote  the  impressioQ 
which  she  made  upon  my  heart.  I  made  it  my  business  to  get  informatioa 
about  her,  and,  by  dint  of  enquiry,  learned  that  her  name  was  Beatrice,  and 
that  she  was  waiting-maid  to  Donna  Julia,  second  daughter  of  the  Count 
de  Polan. 

Beatrice  here  interrupted  Scipio  with  a  loud  laugh;  then  addresaiqg 
herself  to  my  wife,  ''  Beautiful  Antonia,"  said  she^  ''pray  kiok  stedAstly 


on  na.     Don't  yon  thlak  I  hare  tha  ttir  of  diviai^  i "— "  Tuu  had  at  ihut 
line,  ID  mj  tjn,*'  uid  Scipio  to  her;  "aodalaceliiolongeriiupeetjrour 


fidelity,  yon  Mem  to  me  ttiiei  than  ever."    U.y  secretarj,  aftw  moli  a 
fallant  npaitee,  pnnued  hU  kislory  thus, — 

Tbit  iimoterj  quite  infliimed  me :  not  indeed  irith  a  li^timata  ardour, 
lor  I  inugined  that  I  should  easily  triumph  OTot  her  virtue,  by  presents 
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Cftpable  of  shaking  it;  but  I  judged  sdum  of  the  chaste  Beatrice.     la  vaai 
did  I  offer  her  (by  means  of  mercenary  women)  my  porae  and  affection  i 
She  rejected  my  proposal  with  disdain.     Her  resistance  increased  my 
desires.     I  had  recourse  to  the  last  expedient,  and  offered  my  hand,  which 
she  accepted,  when  she  knew  that  I  was  secretary  and  trcasnror  to  Bon 
Manriques.    As  we  thought  it  convenient  to  conceal  our  marriage  for  soma 
Ume,  we  were  wedded  privately,  in  presence  of  Dame  Loreaca  SepliQia, 
governess  of  Seraphina,  and  some  other  domestics  belonging  to  the  Count 
de  Polan.      As  soon  as  I  had  married   Beatrice,    she  ^Aciliiated  the 
means    of   seeing    and  conversing  with  her  at  night  in   the   garden, 
into  which  I  introduced  myself  by  a  little  door,  of  which  she  gave  me  the 
key.    Never  were  man  and  wife  happier  in  one  another  than  Beatrioe  and 
I.     We  waited  wiUi  equal  impatience  for  the  hour  of  rendecvons,  ran 
thither  with  equal  eagerness;  and  the  time  which  we  spent  together, 
though  it  was  sometimes  pretty  long,  seemed  but  a  moment  to  both. 

One  night,  whidi  was  as  fatal  to  me  as  the  others  had  been  propkiomi^ 
I  was  surprised,  at  entering  the  garden,  to  find  the  little  door  open.  I  was 
alarmed  by  this  uncommon  event,  from  whence  I  conceived  a  bad  amen. 
I  grew  pale  and  trembled,  as  if  I  had  foreseen  what  was  to  happen ;  and 
advancing  in  the  dark  towards  an  arbour  where  I  used  to  converse  with 
my  wife,  I  heard  the  voice  of  a  man.  I  stopped  all  of  a  sudden  to  listen,  and 
my  ear  was  immediately  saluted  with  these  words,  **  Don't  let  me  ianguasfa 
then,  my  dear  Beatrice  I  complete  my  happiness,  and  consider  that  your 
fortune  is  connected  with  it."  Instead  of  having  patience  to  hear  him  to 
an  end ;  I  thought  there  was  no  occasion  for  knowing  more.  A  jealous 
fury  took  possession  of  my  soul,  and  breathing  nothing  but  vengeance^  I  drew 
my  sword,  and  went  hastily  into  the  arbour.  "Ah  I  cowardly  seducer, "  cried 
I,  **  whosoever  thou  art,  thou  shalt  sooner  deprive  me  of  life  than  rob  me 
of  my  honour.*'  So  saying,  I  attacked  the  cavalier  who  was  talking  to 
Beatrioe.  He  put  himself  immediately  into  a  posture  of  defence^  and  fought 
like  a  man  who  understood  the  art  much  better  than  I,  who  had  only 
received  a  few  lessons  at  Cordova.  Nevertheless,  swordsman  as  he  waa^  1 
made  a  push  which  he  could  not  parry,  or  rather  his  foot  stipped.  I  saw 
him  fall :  and  imagining  that  I  had  wounded  him  mortally,  fled  as  &st  as 
my  legs  could  carry  me,  without  answering  Beatrice,  who  called  me. 

"Yes,  really,"  said  his  wife,  interrupting  him,  "I  called  in  order  to 
undeceive  him.  The  cavalier  with  whom  I  conversed  was  no  other  than 
Don  Ferdinand  de  Levya.  That  nobleman,  who  loved  my  mistress,  Juli«, 
had  formed  a  resolution  ^f  carrying  her  off  by  force,  believing  it  impossible 
to  obtain  her  by  any  other  means :  and  I  myself  had  given  him  a  meeting 
in  the  garden,  to  concert  with  him  the  necessary  steps  fig  that  undertaktf^ 
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on  which  he  assured  me  my  fortune  depended  s  but  in  vain  did  f  cAll  my 
husband ;  he  avoided  me  as  a  wife  that  had  been  unfaithful  to  him/' 

My  situation  at  that  time  was  such  (resumed  Sci|no)  as  rendered  m^ 
capable  of  committing  any  thing.  Those  who  know  by  experience  what 
jealousy  is,  and  to  what  extrayagance  it  driyes  the  soundest  understanding, 
will  not  be  surprised  at  the  disorder  which  it  produced  in  my  weak  brain. 
I  underwent  a  momentary  transition  from  one  extreme  to  another.  I  felt 
the  emotions  a(  hatred  succeed  those  of  tenderness,  which  I  had  entertained 
for  my  wife  a  moment  before,  and  made  an  oath  to  abandon  and  banish' her 
for  ever  from  my  memory.  Besides,  I  thought  I  had  killed  a  cavalier  ,*  And 
in  that  opinion,  being  afraid  of  falhng  into  the  hands  of  justice,  suflbred 
that  inconceivable  anxiety  which  incessantly  pursues,  Kke  a  fury,  the  man 
who  has  done  a  bad  action.  In  this  horrible  situation,  my  whole  care  being 
to  escape,  I  did  not  go  home,  but  instantly  quitted  Toledo,  having  no  other 
baggage  than  the  clothes  on  my  back.  True,  indeed,  I  had  in  my  pocket 
sixty  pistoles,  which  were  a  good  resource  to  a  young  man  who  proposed 
to  live  all  his  life  in  service. 

I  walked  all  night  long,  or  rather  ran ;  for  the  images  of  algnaxils,  wl^eh 
continually  haunted  my  imagination,  supplied  me  with  still  new  vigour; 
and  the  morning  surprised  me  between  Bodillas  and  Maqueda.  When  I 
arrived  at  this  last  town,  finding  myself  a  little  fatigued,  I  went  into  the 
church  as  soon  as  it  was  open,  and  after  having  put  up  a  short  prayer,  sat 
down  upon  a  bei}ch  to  rest  me.  I  began  to  muse  upon  my  present  situation, 
which.  Heaven  knows,  was  perplexing  enough ;  but  I  had  no  time  to  make 
long  reflections.  I  heard  the  church  echo  with  two  or  three  smacks  of  a 
whip,  which  making  me  conclude  that  a  carrier  was  passing  I  got  up 
immediately  to  see  whether  or  not  I  was  mistaken;  and  by  the  time  I  got 
to  the  door  perceived  one,  who  being  mounted  on  a  mule,  led  two  more  in 
a  leash.  '*Stop,  friend,'*  said  I  to  him,  ''where  are  these  mules  going?" 
— "To  Madrid,"  answered  he ;  "I  came  hither  with  two  good  Dominican 
monks,  and  am  going  back  myself." 

The  opportunity  that  offered  of  travelling  to  Madrid  inspired  me  with  an 
inchnation  to  go  thither.  I  made  a  bai^n  with  the  caxrier,  mounnted  on^ 
of  his  mules,  and  we  pushed  forward  for  Illescas,  where  we  were  to  sleep. 
Scarce  had  we  got  out  of  Maqueda,  when  the  carrier,  who  was  a  man 
between  thirty-five  and  forty  years  of  age,  launched  out  into  church^singiug 
with  vast  vociferation :  he  began  with  the  prayers  which  the  canons  sing  at 
matins,  then  sung  the  Credo,  as  it  is  sung  at  high  mass,  and  passing  on  to 
vespers,  pronounced  them,  without  even  sparing  the  magnificat.  Although 
the  rogue  stunned  me  with  his  noise,  I  could  not  help  laughing,  and  even 
encouraged  him  to  continue,  when  he  was  obliged  to  stop  and  take  breath. 

84 
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^'CotmgCk friend*"  uddltoUm,  **pnjga<iiit  if  Hcft^ren  l^di^Teajon 
good  ltui§i»  I  see  70a  don't  put  them  to  a  bad  ve." — "  No»  imdeed^'*  ^^¥4 
lie*  '*Iainnot»  thank  God,  like  the  most  part  of  earrieci^  who  isii^  ti^ii^iiiog 
Irat  ifiAoBoaa  or  impioiu  Bonga  s  I  wouUaotei?enrf^;ieatlMd)adainadeiipoa 
our  wafs  with  the  Moon ;  §ot  these  are  things  at  least  irivolons^  if  not 
wicked." — "You  have,"  said  I,  "a  purity  of  heart  nxdj  to  be  met  with 
among  nraleteers ;  with  ihia  extieme  delicacy  in  the  cfaoiqe  of  jonr  aoojpt 
hate  jou  likewiae  made  a  yow  of  chastity*  with  rq;ard  to.  the  joong 
wenehea  who  live  at  inns  npon  the  road f"-^'*  Certainly/'  aaawered  he^ 
'^eontinenee  ia  another  thing  on  whidi  I  pique  myself  in  the^  aort  of 
places,  wheve  i  mind  nothing  but  my  mnl^"  I  waaaliUJe  aateoiahed to 
hear  ihia  phoenix  ofcamarstaBL  in  such  a  msmwrs  and  lo(4di^  iqpkoiihiiii 
aa  a  man  of  honeaty  and  diacietioB,  entered  into  a  oonrersatioa  wiUt  hinv 
after  he  had  OTBg  his  fiL 

We  armed  at  nieaoaa  in  the  twilig^t»  where,  alighting  at  fnioiv  I  left 
the  care  of  thamnlea  to  my  oon^MnioiDw  and  went  into  thekitcb^  whei»l, 
ordered  the  landkord  to  prepare  a  good  aupper«    This  he  promised  tp,  do  so 
^bctaaUy*  that  i  shoald  remember  I  had  lod^athis  h^^iae  t|i^  Jflpd^t. 
day  I  had  to  lire.    ^^Ask,"  said  hc^  ''ask  your  carrier  wh^  sertof  a  mim 
1  am.    Boodl  I  wfll  defy  all  the  cooks  in  Madrid  and  Toledo  to  make  an 
cUa  podrida  comparable  to  tho6e.that  I  oompose.    I  will  treat  yoa^  thia  lught 
with  a  ragout  ei  rabbit  dressod  ia  my  mamieiv  and  you  shall  see  whether W 
not  I  have  reason  to  boast  of  hqt  skill/'    Theraopoi^  showing  mo  a  aaiio^ 
pan*  wherein  there  was  (aa  he  said)  a  young  rabbit  already  minced: 
'*There,"  added  he^  ''is  what  I  intend  to  give  you.    Mlien  I  have  onc^ 
put  in  some  pepper*  salt^  wine*  a  handful  of  sweet  herbs*  and  other, 
ingredients  which  I  use  in  my  sauGea»  1  hope  to  serve  you*  in  a  little  ttrn^ 
with  a  ragout  worthy  of  a  judge." 

The  landlord*  after  having  thus  sounded  his  own  praise^  began  to  dresa 
supper;  and  while  it  was  doing*  I  went  into  the  hall*  where  fbding  a.  kind 
of  coueh*  I  lay  dowq*  to  sleep  off  my  fatigoeb  having  had  no  rest  the  nig^t 
before.  In  two  boors  the  carrier  wakening  me»  said*  "Master*  your 
supper  is  ready ;  come*  if  you  pleaae^  and  sit  down  at  taUe/'  There  waa 
one  in  another  room*  with  two  covers*  at  which*  my  fellow-travdlor  an/d.I 
sitti^  down*  the  ragout  was  served.  I  attadked  it  with  a  greedy  appetite^ 
and  found  it  of  an  exquisite  rdtsh*  whether  hunger  made  me  judge  too 
favourably  of  it^  or  that  my  satisfiM^tion  was  the  effect  of  the  oook'a  akilt 
We  had  also  a  plate  of  roast  mntton;  and  I  remarking  that  the  carrier  did 
honour  to  this  last  dish  only,  asked  why  he  abstained  from  the  other.  He 
answered  with  a  smiley  that  he  did  not  love  ragouts.  This  reply*  orjcalher 
the  smile  with  which  it  was  acootnpanied*  seeming  to  me  myateriou3i  "  Toil 
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conceal,''  said  I,  ''  The  ^rue  reason  that  hinders  jcu  from  eating  fha  n^out ; 
pray  do  me  the  pleasure  of  letting  me  know  it."-—*'  Since  70a  are  so  cnrions  - 
to  know  it,''  he  replied,  *'  I  will  tell  yon,  that  I  have  loathed  all  these  sorts 
of  ragouts,  since,  in  going  once  from  Toledo  to  Ouenca,  they  brought  me 
for  supper  at  an  inn  a  hashed  cat  instead  of  a  rabbit,  and  that  gave  me  a 
c&sgust  at  all  iVicassees.*' 

The  carrier  had  no  sooner  spoken  these  words  than,  in  spite  of  the 
hangar  that  devoured  me,  my  appetite  forsook  me  all  of  a  sudden.  I  took 
it  in  my  head  that  I  had  eaten  of  a  pretended  rabUt,  and  could  no  longer 
look  at  the  ragout  without  making  wry  faces.  My  companion  did  not 
cure  me  of  this  conjecture,  when  he  told  me,  that  it  was  a  eoramon  thing 
among  the  innkeepers  of  Spaui,  as  well  as  the  pastiy  cooks,  to  substitute 
that  quid  pro  qua.  This  discourse,  you  see,  was  very  consoling :  and  ther^ 
fore^  I  had  not  the  least  inclination  to  return  to  the  ragont,  nor  even  to 
touch  the  roast  meat,  lest  the  mutton  might  be  as  much  sophistieated  as  the 
rabbit.  I  rose  from  the  tabl^  corsiag  the  ngoirt^  the  laadkNciii,  and  his 
inn  \  and  lying  down  again  upon  niy  settee,  parsed  the  rest  of  the  n^t 
more  quietly  than  I  had  expected.  Neit  moniing  early,  afker  having  paid 
the  landlord  as  handsomely  aa  if  I  had  been  extremely  well  tareated,  I 
departed  from  IHescas,  my  imagination  still  so  full  of  the  ragonl^  that  I 
fancied  every  animal  which  I  saw  was  a  cat. 

I  arrived  in  good  time  at  Madrid,  whei^  as  soon  as  I  had  satisfied  my 
carrier,  I  hired  a  small  room  near  the  Sun  gate.  Mine  eyes,  though 
accustomed  to  quality,  were  dazsled  by  the  great  conoouive  of  Boblemen» 
who  usually  appeared  in  the  court-end  of  the  towjn.  I  admired  the 
prodigious  quantity  of  coaches,  and  the  infinite  number  of  genilemen,  pages^ 
and  lacqueys,  who  attended  the  great.  My  admiration  lediwbled,  wheii, 
going  to  the  king's  levee,  I  beheld  that  monarch  snrrounded  by  his 
courtiers.  I  was  charmed  at  the  sight,  and  said  within  myself  **I  am  no 
longer  surprised  at  what  I  have  heard,  that  one  cannot  possibly  conceive  the 
magnificence  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  wijiiout  being  an  eyewitness  of  it ;  I  am 
oveijoyed  at  my  coming  hither,  where  I  foresee  I  shall  be  able  to  do  some* 
ihing.^  All  that  I  could  perform^  however,  was  to  contract  a  few  unprofit- 
able acqnuntances.  #piiidoaIfy  spent  all  my  money,  and  thought  myself 
very  lucky  in  having  an  opportunity  of  bestowing  myseli,  with  all  my 
merit,  upon  a  pedant  of  Salamanca,  whom  a  family  affair  had  brought  to 
Madrid,  where  he  was  bom,  and  with  whom  I  grew  acquainted  by  accident 
I  became  his  factotum ;  and  when  he  returned  to  the  universitys  followed 
him  thither. 

'The'  name  of  my  new  patron  was  IXm  Tgnacio  de  Ipigna ;  he  assumed 
tlie  Don,  because  he  had  been  preceptor  to  a  duke,  who^    by  way  of 
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xtcompauM,  iMiei  upon  lum  a  p^oBum  tat  Ufe;  Jm  «cu«;«4.  ^iwilhfft  as 
MMn'ie  profeuor  of  the  coUega.;  «nd  he  drew  jwul;  from  Uie  {wblic.  II 
nrenue  of  two  oi  tluse  hundred  pistoles,  ^  the  Iwokc  ul  dogmatical 
nuvalitj  whicb  he  ptinted.  The  maimer  in  nbicb  ha  compoaed  his  wraJu 
well  deaervw  honourable  mention.  He  apent  almost  all  the  daLyin.ieadiag 
Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  aathors,  and  in  writing  upon  small,  sqauet  of 

•  :]l[lIDiite_.. 
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psper  each  apophthegm  or  brUliant  thought  which  he  met  with.  As  theae 
Hquares  were  filled,  he  employed  me  to  string  them  flpm  win,  in  form  of 
a  garland,  and  each  garland  made  a  volume.  What  a  worid  of  bad  bocds 
did  we  compoae  !  every  month  almost  we  finished  two  TtJumea,  and  tm. 
mediately  the  press  groaned  with  them.  What  was  most  surprising  h* 
puhlished  these  his  compilings  as  performances  entirely  new ;  and  if  th« 
critics  thought  proper  to  upbraid  him  with  having  pillaged  the  ancitfitaT 
he  would  answer  with  most  haughty  BSBtR-aiice,  "  Furlo  i^tamvrin  iptc." 
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He  was  also  a  great  commentator ;  aad  there  was  so  much  erudition  in 
his  annotations,  that  he  frequently  made  remarks  on  things  scarcely  worthy 
to  be  observed  ;  and  sometimes  wrote  upon  his  paper  square  passages  from 
Hcsiod  and  other  authors*  very  little  to  the  purpose.  That  I  improved  my 
understanding  in  the  service  of  this  virtuoso^  it  would  be  ungrateful  for  me 
to  deny.  I  brought  my  hand-writing  to  perfection  by  dint  of  transcribing 
his  works.  And  as  in  treating  me  like  a  pupil,  rather  than  a  valet,  he 
took  care  to  cultivate  my  capacity :  he  was  also  far  from  neglecting  my 
morals.  "  Scipio,"  he  would  say,  when  he  heard  o^  any  piece  of  knavery 
committed  by  a  servant,  "  beware,  my  child,  of  following  the  bad  example 
of  that  rogue ;  a  valet  ought  to  serve  his  master  with  equal  fidelity  and 
zeal."  In  a  word,  Don  Ignacio  lost  no  occasion  of  inculcating  virtue  in 
me ;  and  his  exhortations  had  such  a  good  effect  that  I  was  never  in  the 
least  tempted  to  play  him  a  trick  during  the  fifteen  months  which  I  spent 
in  his  house. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  Doctor  de  Ipigna  was  originally  of  Madrid, 
where  he  had  a  kinswoman  called  Catalina,  chambermaid  to  the  prince's 
nu|se.  This  waiting-maid,  who  is  the  same  whom  I  since  made  use  of  to 
procure  Signer  de  Santillane's  enlaigement  from  the  tower  of  Segovia,  being 
desirous  of  doing  a  good  office  for  Don  Ignacio,  engaged  her  mistress  to 
ask  a  benefice  for  him  from  the  Duke  of  Lerma.  That  minister  granted 
him  a  nomination  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Grenada,  which  being  a  conquered 
country,  is  in  the  gift  of  the  king.  We  set  out  for  Madrid  as  soon  as  we 
learned  this  piece  of  news^  the  doctor  intending  to  thank  his  benefactress 
before  we  departed  to  ^Grenada.  I  had  more  than  one  opportunity  of  seeing 
and  speaking  to  Catalina,  who  was  pleased  with  my  easy  air  and  gay 
disposition.  For  my  part,  I  found  her  so  much  to  my  Hking,  that  I  could 
not  help  makjiig  suitable  returns  for  the  little  marks  of  friendship  which  she 
bestowed  upon  me.  In  fine,  we  contracted  a  mutual  attachment.  Forgive 
this  confession,  my  dear  Beatrice,  as  I  believed  you  false,  that  mistake 
ought  to  screen  me  from  your  reproaches. 

Meanwhile,  Doctor  Don  Ignacio  preparing  for  his  departure  to  Grenada, 
kb  relation  and  I,  frightened  at  the  separation  that  threatened  us,  had 
iecourse  to  an  expedient,  which  preserved  us  from  that  misfortune.  1 
feigned  myself  sick^  complained  of  my  head  and  breast,  and  affected  all  the 
symptoms  of  a  most  violent  distemper.  My  master  called  a  physician,  who 
having  examined  me  with  care,  sincerely  owned  that  my  distemper  was  a 
very  serious  matter;  and  that,  in  all  UkeUhood,  I  should  keep  my  chamber 

a  long  time. 

The  doctor,  impatient  to  be  at  his  cathedral,  did  not  think  proper  to 
delay  his  departure,  but  took  another  young  man  into  his  service,  leaving 
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tne  to  the  care  of  a  none,  witfi  whoih  lie  dteftorfted  « tnin  of  inoKf,  to 
defray  the  expense  of  my  funeral  if  I  shooM  dic^  iff  to  veoooipcaaa  wf 
aendces  if  I  should  reooTer  of  mj  disease.  As  soon  a»  I  understood  tlitf 
Don  Ignacio  was  gone,  all  my  oomplaiiits  Tanished.  I  got  Mifc  of  bo4 
dismissed  my  physician  who  had  so  much  penetnution,  and  got  rid  of  mf 
nurse,  who  stole  more  than  half  of  the  money  with  whMt  sh^  had  keen 
entrusted  in  my  hehalf.  While  I  acted  this  pait,  CataKaa  porftnned 
another  with  her  mistress  Donna  Anna  de  Quevairay  who,- by 
her  that  I  was  admirable  in  intrigues,  she  induced  to  choose  me  fyr 
of  her  agents.  Madame  nurse,  whom  her  anufioe  always  stfanuiated  t# 
undertakings,  having  occasion  for  such  people,  reoeited  me  into  herlbnily^ 
and  in  a  little  time  put  my  abilities  to  the  proof.  She  gave  me  ooBatTniMfana 
which  required  some  address ;  and,  without  vanity,  I  did  not  ooq[A  myself 
ambs.  Wherefore  she  was  as  well  pleased  with  me  as  I  had  oaiaae  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  her.  This  lady  was  so  covetous,  that  she  would  &dt  sHow 
me  the  least  share  of  the  fruits  which  she  reaped  fhnn  my  iadttstry  ond 
trouble.  She  imagined  that  she  acted  with  great  generosity  in  paying  my 
wages  punctually.  This  excess  of  avarice  would  have  soon  induced  me  to 
quit  her  service,  had  I  not  been  retained  by  the  affection  of  Catalina,  which 
kindling  every  day  more  and  more,  she  proposed,  in  a  formal  manner,  that 
I  should  take  her  to  wife. 

*' Softly,  my  dear,"  said  I,  'Hhat  ceremony  cannot  be  perfcMined 
between  us  so  soon.  I  must  first  be  convinced  of  the  death  of  a  young 
woman  who  got  the'  start  of  you,  and  to  whom  (for  my  sins)  I  am  married.*' 
— -*'Not  you,  indeed,*'  replied  Catalina;  "you  only  .say  so  to  conceal,  in  a 
polite  manner,  the  reluctance  you  have  to  wed  me."  In  vain  did  I  protest 
that  I  spoke  the  truth.  She  looked  upon  my  sincere  confession  as  a  shiflt 
and  being  offended  at  it,  changed  her  behaviour  towards  me.  We  did  not 
quarrel,  but  our  correspondence  visibly  cooled,  and  we  no  longer  retained  for 
one  another  any  other  sentiments  than  those  of  decency  and  common  regard. 

At  this  juncture  I  heard  that  Signor  Gil  Bias  de  SautBlane,  secretary  to 
the  prime  minister  of  the  Spanish  monardiy,  wanted  a  lacquey ;  and  this 
place  flattered  me  the  more,  as  it  was  represented  the  most  agreeable  one 
that  I  could  possess.  "Signor  de  Santillane,"  said  people  to  me,  "is  a 
person  beloved  by  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  and  of  consequence  cannot  fiul  of 
pushing  his  fortune  a  great  way :  besides,  he  is  very  generous ;  so  that,  in 
managing  his  affairs,  you  will  effectually  improve  your  own."  I  did  not 
neglect  this  opportunity  j  but  went  immediately  and  presented  myself  to 
Signor  Gil  Bias,  for  whom  at  first  sight  I  felt  a  growing  inclination,  and 
who  admitted  nie  into  his  service  on  account  of  my  phisiognomy.  I  did 
not  hesitate  in  quitting  the  nurse  for  him ;  and,  if  it  please  Heaven,  he 
shall  be  mj  last  master. 
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H««  Scipio  finUbed  hi>  hiatotji  tb«n  addiessing  binuwlf  to  me, 
"  BigDoi  de  Sfmtilliuie,"  uud  he,  "  pri^y  witness  for  me  to  these  ladies 
that  70U  have  alvays  found  me  a  sealoua  wad  f^thful  servant  I  have 
need  of  70111  testimony  to  persuade  them  that  the  son  of  Coscolioa  has 
pureed  his  morals,  ftod  that  viituona  aentimenta  have  succeeded  his 
.vicious  inclinatiOB." 

"  Yes,  ladies,"  saiA  I,  "  this  is  what  I  can  answer  for :  if  Scipio  in  his 
fiddhoDd  vas  a  leal  jwooro,  he  has  corrected  his  oosduct  so  well  since 
that  time,  tlut  he  is  now  the  model  of  &  perfect  servant.  Far  from  having 
MUse  to  Uame  his  behavioni  towards  me,  I  must  own  that  I  lie  undtr 
great  ehligationB  to  him.  The  night  on  which  I  was  ^piehended,  to  bo 
earned  to  the  tower  of  Segovia,  he  saved  from  pillage,  and  secured  part 
of  my  efieots,  which  he  might  have  appropriated  to  himself  with  im- 
pnoity.  He  not  only  preserved  my  money,  but  also,  through  pure  friend- 
;Sb^  came  and  shut  himself  up  with  ms  in  prison,  preferring  the  melan- 
choly plewure  of  sharing  my  sorrows  to  alt  the  chwms  of  liberty." 
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CHAPTER   I. 


OIL  BLAJ  IB  OTZRWHELHED  WITH  JOT,  WHICH  18  DIGTtlRBED  BT  » 
KELAMCHOLT  EVEITT.  HUGH  CHAWOES  EAFPEK  XT  COUBT  AS  IK- 
DDCE  BUtTlLLUIE  TO   OO  XHIIHKB  XOXIK. 


HATE  alreadj  obserred  that  there  wu  grcBt 
humony  between  Antoaia  and  Beatrice ; 
ihe  lut  being  used  to  IWe  like  a  BnbmusiTe 
'  waiting- woman,  and  the  other  habitnadng 
herself  to  act  the  mistress.  Scipio  and  I 
S  were  huahonds  of  too  much  gallantry,  and 
■too  well  beloved  bj  our  wivea,  to  be  long 
r  without  children:  they  grew  pregnant  almost 
1  at  the  same  tune.  Beatrice,  who  waa  the 
first  delivered,  brought  into  the  world  a 
^1;  and  a  few  days  after  Antonia  crowned  my  happiness  by  bringing 
forth  a  boy,  I  sent  my  secretary  to  Valencia  with  thiB  piece  of  news  for 
the  governor,  who  come  to  Lirias  with  Seraphina,  and  the  Marchioness  of 
Fliego,  to  stand  god-mothers  to  liie  children,  being  pleased  to  add  this 


token  of  affec^on  to  those  I  httd  already  received,  iij  Km,  whou  god- 
fkther  and  god-mothet  were  that  nobleman  and  tlie  narchioneu,  waa 
christened  Alphonso ;  and  my  lady  goremess,  willing  that  I  should  baTO 
the  honour  of  being  doubly  her  gossip,  stood  with  me  for  Scipio'a 
daughter,  to  whom  we  gave  the  name  of  Seraphina. 

Not  only  the  people  of  my  family  were  rejoiced  at  the  bitth  of  my  son ; 
the  inhabitants  of  Lirias  likewise  celebrated  it  by  feasts,  which  shoved 
that  the  whole  Tillage  partook  of  their  master's  pleasure.  £nt,  alas  1  our 
rejoicings  were  not  of  long  duration :  or  rather,  they  were  all  of  a  sudden 
conrerted  into  groans,  complaints,  and  lamentations,  by  an  event  which 
more  than  twen^  years  have  not  been  able  to  make  me  fbiget,  and  which 


wUl  ever  be  present  to  my  thoughts ;  my  son  died,  and  his  mother  thouhg 
safely  deliv^^d,  aoon  followed  him ;  a  violent  fever  robbed  me  of  my  dear 
wife,  fourteen  months  after  we  had  been  married.  Let  the  reader  conceive, 
if  poasible,  die  eoTTOW  with  which  I  was  seized.  I  fell  mto  a  state  of 
stupid  dejection ;  and  felt  my  loss  so  much,  that  I  seemed  quite  insensible, 
I  was  in  this  oondition  five  or  six  days,  during  which  I  would  take 
no  snatenonce ;    and  had  it  not  been   fbr  Scipio,  I  believe  I  should 
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eiibffrlMwletajRdtf  diftflf  kHPfOi^  wrW^  but 

4mI  dffitaWM  Mflreta^f  Iwii4  019^  b«guik  mygria^  by  conCbroans 
Imnetftoil:  kA iti«i«i mt  swallow Uroths.  bjtbfi^artitf  pstaeiituig  tbem 
lri4h  ffMh  «  niMtifiol  kdu^  ••  if  h^ip^ttiQiiiootaoiiind^withaTiewof 
preaerying  mj  life,  as  of  nurabg  aaj  afiietaaa. 

Zkift  aiFadaonata  aerraat*  hmiig  wfeten  lo  Don  Alphans*  an  aocowit  of 
117  miafoatonai  aad  tho  dapknaUe  situnkiaQ  in  which  I  waa  r  that  tender 
aaad  oompaaaimate  Doblanmv  tiiat  gsBeroaa  fidbend,  repaired  imsMdiatfe^  to 
linaa*  I  oaiuiol^  without  being  meltet^  lecdi  the  nament  in  which  he 
preaeatcd  himaelf  lo.ni^iaew:  <*My  dear  SaatillaiieP'  said  he^  emhR«3Ag 
me*  '*  1  am  no|  oome  hither  to  oonaole  jou ;  I  am  ooaoe  to  bkhusd  with 
70U  for  Antonia,  as  you  would  mourn  with  me^  had  fate  robbed  me  of  my 
Seraphina."  In  effect,  he  shed  tears,  and  mingled  his  sighs  with  mine ; 
so  that,  overwhelmed  as  I  was  with  sorrow,  I  had  a  lively  sense  of  Don 
Alphonso's  goodness. 

This  governor  having  had  a  long  conference  with  Sdpio,  about  the 
means  of  vanquishing  my  grief,  they  concluded  that  I  must,  for  some  tim^ 
be  removed  from  Unas,  where  every  thing  recalled  incessantly  to  my  mind 
the  image  of  poor  Antonia.  Upon  this,  Don  Cuesar^s  son  proposed  to 
carry  me  with  him  to  Valencia*  and  my  secretary  seconded  him  so  weD, 
that  I  yielded  to  his  propoaal.  I  left  Scipio  and  his  wife  at  my  houses 
every  part  of  which,  indeed,  served  only  to  increase  my  affliction,  and  set 
out  with  the  governor.  When  I  axrived  at  Valencia,  Don  Ceesar  and  his 
daughter-in-law  spared  nothing  t»  dbwt  my  chagrin ;  they  entertuned  me 
by  turns  with  all  the  amuaaiapla  Hmk  sasBttaA  proper  to  dispel  it ;  but,  in 
spite  of  all  their  endeavour%  f  Q9nti»iia4  as  maA  as  ever,  plunged  in  the 
most  profound  melancholy.  It  wa&  «at  Sq^pio^a  &ult,  that  I  did  not 
resume  my  tranquillity:  he  came  oflMfeftaHft  liieiaa  to  Valencia,  to  know 
how  I  was,  and  returned  sad  or  gsf^  aa  h»  perceived  me  more  or  less 
disposed  to  receive  consolation^ 

One  morning,  entering  my  diamber^  ^Sbr,''  said  he,  with  great  emotion, 
''there  is  a  report  in  the  city,  which. interests  the  whole  kingdom;  it  is 
said  that  Philip  the  Third  is  no  more,  and  that  the  prince  his  son  is  now 
upon  the  throne;  nay  monre,"  added  he,  "that  the  Cardinal  Duke  ot 
Lerma  has  lost  his  post,  that  he  is  even  forbid  the  court,  and  that  Daa 
Gaspard  de  Guzman,*  Count  d*01ivarez,  is  now  prime  minister."    I  felt 


^  9ett  Gaspard  de  Guzman,  Dake  of  Sti  Lnoirde  BaMmeda,  aad  Gnumtd'Ottwe^ 
upon  tke  deatk  of  Plulip  tbe  Xhivd,  and  disgnee  of  the  Cardinal  Doke  of  Letms, 
bccajne  prime  minuter  to  Philip  the  Fourth,  and  eig^oyed,  al  one  time,  the  post  of 
great  chamberlain,  high  chaneeUor  of  the  Indiea,  treasarer^general  of*  Amgoob 
mpresfte  coanaellor  of  ttate^  ehi^f  mailer  of  tha  home,  ci^taki-genenl  of  tha  whole 
S|»niih  cavalry,  and  goremor  of  Guipuacoa. 


mymX  agiMed  by  thi»  piece  t»f  iiikw%  without  knowing  wheldm;  and 
Scipio  perceiving  it»  i»ked  if  I  was  any  liow  affected  bj  this  great  change  f 
**Vrhj  shonld  it  affect  mt^  mj  child?"  aaid  I.  «<I  haye  quitted  the 
eoart,  and  onght  to  look  with  indifference  upon  all  the  dumges  that  caa 
happen  there/' 

*'  For  a  man  of  your  age,**  implied  the  aon  of  Coaooliaai  ^^you  are  rttrf 
much  detached  from  the  worldt  were  I  in  your  plaee^  I  should  have  a 
longing  desire  to  go  to  Madrid^  and  show  my  tee  to  the  young  monarck» 
to  see  if  he  would  remember  me ;  this  is  4  pleasiflre  in  which  I  would 
indulge  myself.** — "I  understand  thee/'  said  I:  'Hhou  wouldst  have  me 
return  to  court,  to  try  fortune  anew,  or  rather  to  grow  ambitious  and  oovet- 
ous  again." — "Why  should  your  morals  be  corrupted  I"  answered  Scipio : 
"  have  more  confidence  in  your  own  virtue ;  I  will  answer  for  your  conduct : 
the  wholesome  reflections  which  you  made  upon  the  court,  during  your 
disgrace,  will  screen  you  from  the  perils  of  it ;  re-embark  boldly  upon  a  sea 
the  shelves  of  which  you  are  so  well  acquainted  with." — '' Peace,  flatterer  T' 
said  I,  interrupting  him  with  a  smile,  "  art  thou  tired  of  seeing  me  lead  a 
quiet  life?  I  thought  thou  hadst  a  greater  regard  for  my  repose." 

In  this  part  of  our  conversation,  Don  Ciesar  and  his  son  coming  in, 
confirmed  the  news  of  the  king's  death,  as  well  as  the  Duke  of  Lerma's 
misfortune ;  they  moreover  told  me,  that  this  minister  having  asked  leave 
to  return  to  Rome,  it  was  refused,  and  he  was  ordered  to  repair  to  his 
marquisate  at  Denia ;  then,  as  if  they  had  been  in  concert  with  my  secretary, 
they  advised  me  to  go  Madrid,  and  present  myself  to  the  new  king^ 
since  I  was  known  to  him,  and  had  even  done  him  such  service  as  the 
great  always  recompense  with  pleasure.  ''As  for  my  part,"  said  Don 
Alphonso,  "  I  don't  doubt  but  he  will  be  grateful,  and  that  Philip  the 
Fourth  will  pay  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Spain." — "1  am  of  the  same 
opinion,'*  said  Don  Caesar,  "and  look  upon  SantOlane' a  journey  to  court 
as  ah  occasion  for  him  to  arrive  at  preferment." 

"Truly,  gentlemen,"  cried  I,  "you  don't  consider  what  you  say:  to 
hear  you,  one  would  think  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  repair  to  Madrid,  in 
order  to  have  the  golden  key,  or  some  government,  conferred  upon  me : 
you  are  mistaken ;  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  persuaded,  that  the  king  would 
take  no  notice  of  my  person,  were  I  to  present  myself  to  his  view :  I  will 
do  it,  if  you  desire,  in  order  to  disabuse  you."  The  noblemen  of  Levya 
took  me  at  my  word,  and  I  could  not  help  promising  that  I  would  immedi- 
ately set  out  for  Madrid.  As  soon  as  my  secretary  saw  me  determined  on 
the  journey,  he  felt  an  immoderate  joy :  he  imagined  that  I  should  no 
sooner  appear  before  the  new  monarch,  than  that  prince  would  distinguish 
me  in  the  crowd,  and  load  me  with  honours  and  wealth :  thereupon,  feeding 
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hla  hncyintbi  &»  most  splendid  chimeras,  lie  nised  me  to  theflntoffiees 
of  the  state,  and  preferred  himself  hj  the  help  of  my  eleration. 

I  got  ready,  therefore,  to  return  to  court,  not  with  a  riew  of  sacrificing 
aipiin  to  Fortone,  but  to  satisfy  Don  C»sar  and  his  son,  who  imagined 
that  I  should  possess  the  favour  of  my  sovereign.  True  it  is,  I  myself 
felt  at  bottom  smne  desire  of  trying  if  the  young  prince  wonld  know  me 
again  :  attracted  by  this  emotion  of  cariosity,  without  hope  or  design  of 
reaping  any  advantage  front  the  new  reign,  I  departed  with  Scipio  for 
Madrid,  leaving  the  care  of  my  house  to  Beatrice,  who  Tas  an  excellent 
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CHAPTER   II. 


911.  BI^S  ABBITXg  AT  M&DBID,  AND  APPSABS  AT  00T7BT:  TSE  KINO 
RBV EUBEBS  AHD  BBOOKKBirDS  HIH  TO  HIS  PBIME  KIMUTBB.  THB 
GOHBXQTrBNOB  Of  THAT   BECOUMESDATIOK. 


E  guned  Madrid  in  lesB  than  eight  dayv, 
Don  Alphonao  having  accommodated  ni 
with  two  or  hiB  best  hoiaes,  thBt  we 
might  make  the  greater  dispatch ;  and 
I  we  alighted  at  a  famuhed  home,  where 
1  lodged  before,  btlonging  to  Vincent 
Forrero,  mj  old  laadlord,  who  wa>  ynj 
^d  to  setr'me  again.  - 

Ah  this  was  a  man  who  piqued  Unuelf 
J  upon  kAoVmg  every  thing  that  happened 
both  at  court  and  city,  1  asked  if  Ibere  was  any  thing  new.  "  A  great 
many  things,"  answered  he.  "  Since  the  death  of  Philip  the  Third,  the 
fnends  and  pEkrtizana  of  the  Cardinal  Duke  of  Lerma  have  bestirred  them- 
selves to  maintain  his  emiuency  in  the  ministry;  but  their  efforta  have 
been  ineffbctnal ;  the  Count  d'Olivarez  has  got  the  better  of  them  oU.  It 
is  said,  that  Spain  loses  nothing  by  the  change,  and  that  the  new  prime 
minister  has  a  genius  of  anch  vast  extent,  that  he  is  able  to  govern  the 
whole  world  :  Heaven  preserve  him !  What  is  certain,"  added  he,  "  is, 
that  the  people  have  conceived  the  highest  opinion  of  his  capacity ;  and 
we  shall  see,  in  the  end,  whether  the  Duke  of  Lerma  is  well  or  ill 
replaced."  Forrero  having  thus  opened,  gave  me  an  account  of  all  the 
changes  which  had  been  made  at  court  since  the  Count  d'Olivarez  steered 
the  helm  of  the  monarchy. 

Two  days  after  my  arrival  at  Madrid,  I  went  to  court  in  the  afternoon, 
and  put  myself  in  the  king's  way  as  be  went  into  his  closet;  but  he  did 
not  look  at  me,  I  returned  next  day  to  the  same  place,  but  was  not  more 
fortunate.  The  third  time,  he  cast  his  eyes  upon  me  as  he  passed,  but 
seemed  to  take  no  notice  of  my  person ;  whereupon  I  came  to  a  determi. 
nation,  and  said  to  Scipio,  who  accompanied  me,  "Thou  seeet  that  the 
king  does  not  remember  me ;  or  if  he  does,  has  no  mind  to  renew  tha 
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acquaintaiioe :  I  beliere  it  will  not  be  amiat  for  us  to  set  out  upon  our 
return  to  Valencia." — "Not  so  frat.  air/*  replied  my  aecretaiy:  ''yon 
know  better  than  I,  that  auoeeaaat  oourtiaotdytobeobtanwdbypatienee: 
don't  oeaae  showing  yourself  to  the  prince ;  by  dint  of  peraeVeranoe  in 
appearing  before  him,  you  will  oblige  him  to  consider  you  more  attentively, 
and  to  recal  the  features  of  his  agent  with  the  fair  Catalina.*' 

That  Sdpio  might  have  nothing  to  reproach  me  with,  I  had  the  oom- 
plaisance  to  omtinne  the  same  conduct  during  three  weeka;  and  one  day, 
at  length,  the  monarch,  atrackwith  my  appeanaoe^ticdered  oae  to  be  called 
in ;  and  I  entered  his  closet  not  without  great  disorder,  to  find  myaelf 
iete^tite  with  my  sorereign.  "  Who  are  you  ?'*  aaid  he,  "  I  remember 
your  face,  but  cannot  recollect  where  I  have  seen  you." — "Sir,"  answered 
I,  tiemblin^^  "  I  had  the  honour  to  conduct  your  majesty,  one  night,  with 

the  Ckmnt  de  Lemos,  to  the  house  of " — "  Oh!  I  remember  i1^'*  said 

the  prince,  interrupting  me ;  "you  were  secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma, 
and,  if  1  am  not  mistaken,  your  name  is  Santillane.  I  have  not  ibigot 
that  yon  served  me  with  abundance  of  ae^.  (^lat^be  occasion,  and  that  you 
were  very  ill  rewarded  for  your  pains :  were  you  ^^  imprisoned  iat  that 
adventure?'*— "Yea,  sire,"  aaid  I,  "I  was  sis  months  in  the  toww  of 
Segovia,  from  whence  yoiur  goodneaa  delivered  me."— "That,**  mawered 
he,  "  doea  not  acquit  me  of  the  obligation  I  it  is  not  enough  to  tat  yon  at 
liber^,  I  ou^t  to  recompense  you  for  the  misfortune  which  you  suffered 
for  love  of  me.'* 

Just  as  the  prince  had  pronounced  these  words,  the  €!ount  d'Olivans 
entered  the  closet.  A  favourite  takes  limbrage  at  evezy  thing :  he  waa 
astonished  to  find  a  stranger  there :  and  the  king  redoubled  hia  aurpriae 
in  saying  to  him,  "Count  I  recommend  this  young  man  to  yoi^  employ 
him  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  take  care  of  his  advancement."  Tba 
minister  affected  to  receive  this  order  with  a  gracioua  look,  eyeing  me  horn 
head  to  foot,  and  aeemed  very  anxious  to  know  who  I  was.  "  Gio,  fioead^*' 
said  the  monardi  to  me,  making  a  sign  ibr  me  to  retire,  "  the  Count  wiM 
not  Mi  to  employ  you  in  an  advantageous  manner,  both  for  my  servioe^ 
and  jour  own  interest." 

I  immediately  quitted  the  doset,  and  rejoined  the  son  of  Coscolina,  ynha^ 
extremely  impatient  to  know  what  the  king  had  said  to  me^  remained  in 
the  utmost  agitation.  He  asked  me  forthwith,  whether  we  must  return  to 
Valencia  or  stay  at  court?  "Thou  shalt  judge,"  said  I,  then  i  over> 
whelmed  him  with  joy,  in  recounting  to  him  word  for  word,  the  Aoti 
conyersation  which  I  had  vrith  the  king.  "  My  dear  master,"  said  Hcipio 
to  me,  when  he  heard  it,  "will  you  distrust  my  almanacks  again?  Oonfesa 
that  the  Lords  of  Levya  and  I  were  not  to  blame  in  exhorting  you  to  take 


ft  tr^  to  Madrid.    I  abnmdj  aee  yon  in  some  eminoit  poil :  jaa  vill  be- 
come tlie  Calderona  of  Count  d'OliTares." — "  That  in  not  M  all  what  I 


wnb  '  and  I  latemiptmg  him  1  have  no  unbition  for  a  place  wfaidi  b 
environed  with  so  many  precipicca  I  would  rather  have  an  employine&t 
in  whicb  I  shonlti  fasre  no  occasion  to  da  injuetice,  or  cairr  on  a  ahaKeful 
trafRc  of  my  prince's  IkTonrs:  after  the  use  I  made  of  mj  paet  credit, 
I  camtot  be  too  mncb  upon  my  guard  agmaat  aTuice  and  ambitioa." — 
**  Come,  nr,"  lepGed  mj*seCTetar7,  "tite  miniater  will  give  you  Fome 
good  post,  whicJt  70U  may  fill  without  ceasing  to  be  an  honest  man." 

More  ni^ed  by  Scipto  than  by  ny  own  curiosity,  I  went  next  day  to 
Ae-houee  ef  Gbnntd'01iTBreE,before'Bun-rise, baring  been,  infbnned  that 
every  moniing,  aumn^er  and  wtnter,  be  gaire  audience  by  oandle-ligbt. 
I  modestly  took  my  station  in  the  ccpraer  of  tlte  hall,  from  whence  I 
narrowly  obeerred  the  Count  when  be  appealed.;  for  I  had  but  a  (uper- 
ficial  view  of  him  in  the  king's  doeet :  he  wh  taller  than  the  middle  ain, 
and  might  have  paeeed  for  a  fat  man  in  the  cDunliy  where  we  aee  none 
almoat  but  lean  people ;  hia  sbonldera  were  so  high  that  I  thought  him 
hundubaeked,  though  be  was  not  ao :  his  bead,  which  was  extremely 
bulge,  hung  down  upon  hia  breast ;  his  hair  was  black  and  straight,  hia 
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visage  long,  his  complexion  of  an  olive  colour^  his  mouth  sunk  in,  and  bm 
ehin  peaked  and  tiiraed  upwards  at  the  end. 

All  this  together  could  not  make  a  very  handsome  appearance ;  ncTer- 
theless,  as  1  believed  him  to  be  well  disposed  towards  me,  I  looked  apon  him 
with  a  fiivourable  eje,  and  even  found  him  agreeable.  True  it  is  he  treated 
every  body  with  an  affable  and  pleasant  air,  and  very  graciously  received 
the  memorials  which  were  presented  to  him ;  and  this  seemed  to  supply 
the  place  of  a  good  person.  Meanwhile,  when  I  advanced  in  my  turn  to 
salnte  him,  and  make  myself  known,  he  darted  a  rude  and  threatening  look 
at  me ;  then  turning  his  back,  without  deigning  to  hear  me^  returned  into 
his  closet.  I  now  thought  him  more  ugly  than  he  was  naturally,  went  out 
of  the  hall  very  much  coafounded  at  such  an  unfavourable  reception,  and 
did  not  know  what  to  think  of  the  matter. 

Having  rejoined  Scipio,  who  waited  for  me  at  the  door.  *'Dost  tlioa 
know,"  said  I,  **  what  reception  I  have  met  withf — "  No,"  answered  he ; 
''  but  it  is  not  difficult  to  guess ;  the  minister,  ready  to  conform  himself  to 
the  pleasure  of  his  prince,  has  doubtless  offered  you  some  considerable 
employment." — "There  you  are  mistaken,"  I  replied;  telling  him  at  die 
same  time,  in  what  manner  I  had  been  received.  Having  listened  attentiTeIy« 
he  said,  '*  The  Count  must  have  forgotten  you,  or  mistaken  you  for  some- 
body else :  I  advise  you  to  wait  on  him  again,  and  I  am  sure  he  vrill  treat 
you  with  another  sort  of  look.**  I  followed  my  secretary's  advice,  and  pre- 
sented myself  a  second  time  before  the  minister,  who  treated  me  still  worse 
than  the  first,  frowned  at  me,  as  if  the  sight  of  me  had  given  him  pain, 
turned  his  eyes  another  way,  and  retired  without  speaking  one  word. 

I  was  touched  to  the  quick  by  this  behaviour,  and  tempted  to  depart 
immediately  for  Valencia :  but  this  Scipio  did  not  fiidl  to  oppose ;  being 
unwilling  to  renounce  the  hopes  which  he  had  conceived.  "  Dost  thou  not 
see,"  said  I  to  hhn,  "  that  the  Count  wants  to  remove  me  from  court  T  The 
king  has  expressed  to  him  some  regard  for  me,  and  that  is  sufficient  to  bring 
upon  me  the  aversion  of  his  &vourite ;  let  us  yield,  my  child,  let  us  yield 
with  a  good  grace  to  the  power  of  such  a  formidable  foe.' ' — '*  Sir/'  answered 
he,  incensed  ngainst  the  Count  d*  Olivarez,  "I  would  not  so  easily  quit  my 
ground ;  I  would  go  and  complain  to  his  majesty  of  the  little  regard  which 
the  minister  shows  to  his  recommendation.*' — "  Bad  counsel,  my  friend,  ' 
said  I;  "if  I  should  take  that  imprudent  step,  I  should  soon  repent  it; 
nay,  I  believe  I  run  some  risk  in  tarrying  in  this  dty. 

My  secretary  began,  to  weigh  these  words,  and  considering  that  we  had 
actually  to  do  with  a  man  who  might  make  us  visit  the  tower  of  Segoria, 
he  partook  of  my  fear,  and  no  longer  opposed  my  desire  of  quitting 
Madrid,  from  whence  I  resolved  to  move  the  very  next  day. 


tc 
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CHAPTEK  III. 


OIL  BLAB  la  HIHDEBSD  TBOM  2XECDTIHS  HIB  RX80LDII0K  TO  LUTE 
XHB  COUST  ;  AKD  SBCUTES  AM  IHFOBTAKI  PIECX  O?  BXBTICX  TSOX 
JOSEPH  ItATABKO. 


N  my  return  to  my  lodfring  I  met  my  old 
I  friend  Joseph  Navarro,  clerk  of  the  kitchen 
/  to  Don  Balthazar- de  Zuniga.  I  went  up 
to  him,  saluted  him,  and  asked  if  he  knew 
i,  and  if  he  would  stjll  he  so  good  as  to 
/  speak  to  a  wretch  who  had  repaid  hii 
friendship  with  ingratitude  ;  "  You  confess, 
k  then,"  sud  he,  "  that  you  have  not  used 
I  me  extremely  well?" — *'  Yes,"  answered  I, 
"  you  have  a  light  to  load  me  with  re- 
proaches i  1  deserve  thtm  all.  if  I  have  not  already  expiated  my  erime  by 
the  remorse  which  attended  it," — "  Since  you  have  repented  of  your 
bult,"  replied  Navarro,  embracing  me,  "  I  ought  no  longer  to  remember 
it."  I  on  my  part  hugged  Joseph  in  my  arms ;  and  we  resumed  oui  former 
MBtinients  for  each  other. 

He  had  heard  of  my  imprisonment,  and  the  disorder  of  my  affairs,  but 
was  ignorant  of  what  followed.  I  informed  him  of  all,  and  even  recounted 
to  him  the  conversation  I  had  with  the  king ;  not  concealing  the  bad 
reception  I  had  met  with  from  the  minister,  no  more  than  my  design  of 
reliringagain  to  my  solitude.  "Beware  of  going  thither,"  said  he ;  "since 
OUT  monarch  has  expressed  a  friendship  for  you,  it  must  certainly  be  of  some 
service.  Between  you  and  me,  the  Count  d'Olivaies  has  a  very  rin|:nlu- 
disposition,  and  is  full  of  whims :  he  sometimes,  aa  on  this  occasion,  aetl 
in  a  very  unaccountable  manner ;  and  nobody  but  himself  has  the  key  of 
his  irregular  behaviour.  Finally,  whatever  reasons  he  may  have  for  reoeiviag 
you  in  this  maimer,  stick  close  to  the  business ;  he  will  not  hinder  you  from 
profitiog  by  the  prince's  bounty ;  thia  is  what  I  assure  you :  I  will  mention 
it  this  evening  to  Signor  Don  Ballhazai  de  Znniga,  my  master,  who  is  undo 
to  tbe  Conntd'  Olivarez,  and  ahans  wiHi  him  the  cares  of  government." 
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Nayarro  haviDg  told  me  this,  asked  a  direction  to  my  lodging;  and  to  ira 
parted. 

It  was  not  long  beftifv  I  anr  him  again.  Coming  to  ma  next  day, 
"  Signor  de  Santillane,"  said  he,  **  yon  have  a  protector  in  mj  master, 
who  will  fEivour  you  with  his  support.  On  account  of  the  good  <*KTacter 
which  I  gave  of  you,  he  has  promised  to  speak  in  your  hehalf  to  his 
nephew  the  Count  d*  Olivares,  whom  I  hope  he  will  prepossess  in  your 
favour."  My  friend  Navarro,  who  did  not  serve  me  hy  halves,  introduced 
me  two  days  after  to  Don  Balthazar,  who  said  to  me  with  a  courteous  look; 
"  Signor  de  Santillane,  your  friend  Joseph  has  spoken  so  well  of  you,  as  to 
engage  me  in  your  interest.*'  I  made  a  profound  how  to  Signor  de  Zimiga ; 
and  answered,  that  I  should  all  my  life  have  a  livety  sense  of  ilie  oUigatioa 
I  lay  under  to  Navarro,  for  having  procured  for  me  the  protection  of  a 
minister  who  was  justly  styled  the  light  of  the  council.  Don  BiJ»l%<>ti\r^  nt 
this  flattering  reply,  clapped  me  on  the  shoulder,  saying  with  a  amile^  "  Ton 
may  go  sgain  to-morrow  to  the  levee  of  the  Count  d*  Olivarez,  with  wbom 
you  will  he  hetter  satisfied  than  hefbre.'* 

I  appeared,  therefore,  the  third  time  heibre  die  prime  minister;  who, 
having  distinguished  me  in  the  6rowd,  honoured  me  with  a  smiling  look,  firom 
whence  I  conceived  a  good  omen.  ''This  goes  well,"  said  I  to  mysdf; 
"the  unde  has  made  the  nephew  hearreason  *'  I  now  expected  a  iimrar- 
able  reception ;  and  my  expectations  were  fulfilled :  the  Count,  after  Laving 
given  audience  to  every  body,  sent  for  me  to  his  doset,  where  he  said  to 
me  with  a  fiuniliar  air,  '.'Friend  Santillane^  fbr^ve  me  fbr  having  thiown 
thee  into  perplexity  for  my  diversion ;  I  pleased  myself  with  giving  thee 
uneasiness,  in  order  to  try  thy  prudence,  and  see  what  thou  wouldst  do  la 
thy  chagrin.  I  don't  doubt  that  thou  thoughtest  I  was  displeased  with 
thee ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  my  child*  I  own  I  have  a  liking  to  thy  person. 
Though  the  king,  my  master,  had  not  ordered  me  to  take  care  of  thy 
fortune,  I  should  have  done  it  through  pure  inclination.  Besides,  my  nnde 
Don  Balthazar  de  Zuniga,  to  whom  I  can  refuse  nothing,  has  desired  me  to 
look  upon  thee  as  one  fbr  whom  he  interests  himself:  this  is  enoi]^to 
determine  me  in  thy  favour.'*  This  declaration  made  audi  a  strong 
impression  upon  my  senses,  that  they  were  quite  disordered.  I  threw 
myself  at  the  feet  of  the  minister,  who  having  bid  me  rise,  went  on  in  tins 
manner :  "  Come  hither  again  this  afternoon,  and  call  fbr  my  steward,  who 
win  impart  to  thee  the  orders  I  shall  give  him.  So  saying  his  exeellency 
went  out  to  hear  mass,  as  he  usuaUy  did  every  day  after  having  given 
audience ;  and  then  repaired  to  the  king^s  leve6« 
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OIL  BI^S  ACQUWES  THI  MVE  OP  TH«  COOKT  D'oLITiBK. 


^  DID  not  fail  to  return  in  the  afternoon, 
t  and  call  for  the  atewaid,  whoee  name 
)  wu  Don  Bajmond  Capoiis.  I  no  sooner 
*  told  him  mj  name,  than,  ealuting  ine 
f  with  gnat  demonatratjons  of  lespect, 
^or,"  said  he,  "  follow  me,  if  jou 
please :  I  will  conduct  you  to  the  apart- 
I  ment  which  is  destined  for  you  in  this 
M."  So  saying,  he  carried  me  by  a 
^  little  stair  to  a  tange  of  five  oi  six  looma 
which  composed  the  second  story  of  one 
wing  of  the  house,  wnd  which  were  very  plainly  furnished.  "  This,"  said 
he  "  is  the  lodfring  which  his  grace  appoints  for  you :  and  here  you  will 
hare  a  table  with  six  covers,  maintained  at  his  expense.  You  will  be  served 
ky  his  own  domestics,  and  there  will  always  be  a  coach  at  your  command. 
This  ia  not  all,"  added  he ;  "  his  excellency  has  ordered  me  to  treat  you 
With  the  same  tespect  as  if  you  weie  of  the  family  of  Guzman."—"  What 
the  deooe  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?"  said  I  to  myself.  "How  am  I  to 
HBderttand  these  distinctions?  is  there  not  some  mischief  at  bottom?  snd 
Is  itnot  for  hia  diversion  that  the  minister  gives  me  such  honourable  treat- 
ment ?"  While  I  was  in  this  uncertainty,  fluctuating  between  hope  and 
ftar,  a  page  came  and  told  me  that  the  Count  wanted  me.  I  went  instantly 
te  hia  grace,  who  being  alone  in  hb  closet,  "  Well,  SantiUane,"  said  he, 
'*'srt  thou  satisfied  with  thy  apartment,  and  the  orders  which  I  have  given 
to  Don  Baym<md?" — "The  goodness  of  your  excellency,"  answered  I, 
"aeema  to  be  excessive;  and  I  receive  it  vrith  fear  and  trembling."— 
"For  what  reason?"  said  he.  "Can  I  do  too  much  honour  to  a  man 
whom  the  king  has  recommended  to  my  care?  No,  indeed:  I  do  no  more 
than  ray  duty  in  treating  thee  in  an  honourable  manner ;  be  not  therefore 
•urprised  at  what  I  do  for  thee ;  and  be  assured,  that  a  solid  and  splendid 
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ibitune  (»DDot.  escape  thee,  provided  thou  art  as  mach  attached  to  loe 
as  thou  wast  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma.  But  Tnth  regaryiir 'Hfirf  iiAhT^^Tijih^'' 
added  he^  *«  Ihaiw  Iism  told  that  y<m  lived  w  fTfltf  iiUDJlilDOr  Tith  him. 
I  am  carious  to  know  how  you  two  hecame  acquainted,  and  what  employ- 
ment you  'exercised  under  that  minister :  disg;uise  nothing :  I  insist  upoD 
hearing  the  whole  truth."  I  then  remembered  my  perplexity  with  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  in  the  same  ease^  and  in  vduU  manner  I  extricated  myself: 
and  this  I  practised  again  very  successfully ;  that  is  to  say,  in  my  narra- 
tion I  softened  the  rough  places,  and  passed  slightly  oyer  those  places 
which  did  not  much  redound  to  my  honour ;  I  likewise  spared  the  Bake  of 
Lerma ;  though  in  doing  otherwise  I  should  have  better  pleased  my  hearer. 
As  for  Don  Rodrigo  de  Galderona,*  I  gave  him  no  quarts,  but  disclosed 
aU  the  fine  strokes  which  I  knew  he  atrack  in  the  traffic  of  comnuoideries, 
governments,  and  ben^oes.  <w 

What  you  tell  me  of  Calderona,"  said  the  minister,  intermptiiig  me^ 

is  conformable  to  several  memanah  which  have^been  presented  against 
him,  and  which  contain  heads  ti  accusations  still  more  important.  His 
trial  will  soon  come  on ;  and  if  you  wish  his  downfall,  I  believe  your  desina 
will  be  satisfied.*'— <* I  don't  desire  his  death,*'  said  I;  '*  thov^  it  was 
not  his  fault  that  I  found  not  mine  in  the  tower  of  Segovia,  where  he  was 
the  cause  of  my  being  imprisoned  far  a  good  many  months." — *'  How !" 
cried  his  excellency,  ''was  Don  Rodrigo  the  cause  of  thy  imprisonment f 
this  is  what  I  did  not  know.  Don  Balthazar,  to  whom  Navarro  reooonted 
thy  history,  told  me  that  the  late  king  ordeied  thee  to  be  confined,  as  a 
punishment  for  having  carried  the  Prince  of  Spain  to  a  anspeoted  place  la 
the  night ;  but  I  know  no  more  of  the  miftter ;  and  1  caa*t  oonoeive  what 
part  Calderona  could  play  in  the  piece.*'— :"  The  part  of  a  lover  who  re- 
veges  an  injury  received."  answered  I.  I  then  UM  him  the  whde  adven- 
ture, which  he  thought  so  diverting,  that,  grave  as  he  was,  he  eoold  not 
help  laughing,  or  rather  weeping  with  mirth.  He  was  infinitely  rejoioed 
with  Catalina,  sometimes  niece  and  sometimes  grand-daughter,  as  wdl  aa 
the  part  which  the  Duke  of  Lerma  acted  in  the  whole. 

When  I  had  finished  my  narration,  the  Count  diamisaad  bm^  sftyu^ 
that  he  would  not  fail  to  find  me  some  employment  next  day«  I  ran 
immediately  to  the  house  of  Zuniga,  to  thank  Don  Balthazar  for.  his  good 
offices,  and  to  tell  my  friend  Joseph  how  well  I  was  with  ti^e  priino- 

minister. 

*  Rodrigo  de  Calderona,  after  being  page  to  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Anagon,  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Dnke  of  Lerma,  by  whose  interest  and  faTOor  he  obtained 
very  eootiderable  offices,  and  became  very  rich ;  but  after  that  nobleman's  disgrace 
he  encountered  great  reverses,  was  deprived  of  his  appointmeDts,  and  aU  hia  lounenae 
wealth,  except  two  thousand  ducats,  and  at  las^  wih  avery  mark  of  wnomiagr,  was 
consigned  to  the  scaiFold. 
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XHX  PBIVAX*  OOWTEEBATIOS  TTOICH  Oil,  BLA8  HAD  WITH  HATAKBO, 
AMD  THB  nilBT  BDBIBISHS  IW  WHICH  HX  TVA*  MI-LOTID  BT  THK 
COURT  I)*  OUTABBI. 

•  soon  u  I  uv  Jowph,  I  toU  him,  wiUi 
some  kgitatian,  tiut  I  b«l  a  great  naaj 
things  to  eommiuiioatv ;  upon  which  he 
onriedme  to  aprintepUce;  wheiB,  after 
having  inionned  bim  (tf  what  had  h^ipened, 
I  aaked  hia  opinion  of  the  matter.  "  My 
oirfiuon,"  anawered  he,  "  la  tiiat  jou  are 
in  ttie  way  of  making  a  vmatfoTtane :  every, 
thing  nnilea  upon  jon :  yon  are  agreeable 
to  the  prime  miniater :  and  another  thing 
iriiich  may  tnm  out  to  your  adraatage  is. 
that  I  can  do  you  the  same  Mrvice  which  you  received  from  my  uncle 
Melchior  de  la  Ronda,  when  yon  firat  entered  the  family  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Grenada.  He  epared  yon  the  trouble  of  studying  the  prelate  and  his 
prindpal  officer!,  by  diacloBing  their  different  characters  to  you  at  once  : 
and  I  wilt,  after  hii  example,  make  you  acquainted  with  the  Connt,  the 
Conntess  hii  wife,  and  Donna  Maria  de  Onzman,  their  only  child. 

"  The  miniater  has  a  qnicfc,  peoebiting  genius,  capable  of  forming 
f^rand  deugns.  He  sett  np  for  an  uniTeraal  man,  becauae  be  has  a  small 
tincture  of  every  scienc*,  and  believes  himself  able  to  decide  on  every 
flili^.  Heima^eahimaelf  a  profound  lawyer,  a  great  captain,  and  a  most 
CMunmmate  politiciaa:  added  to  which,  he  is  so  intoxicated  with  his  own 
opinions,  that  he  always  follows  them  rather  than  those  of  others,  that  he 
nay  not  seem  beholden  to  the  nndeietanding  of  any  man.  Between  you 
and  me,  this  defect  may  have  strange  consequences,  bom  which  Heaven 
preserve  the  monarchy  I  He  shines  in  the  council  by  a  natural  eloquence ; 
and  he  would  write  as  he  speaks,  if,  in  order  to  digni^  his  style,  he 
did  not  affect  expresaiona  which  render  it  stiff  and  obscure.  He  is,  besides, 
Tery  whimsical,  capriciona,  and  chimerical.     So  mncb  for  his  head.     A*    * 
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fbr  his  betrt^  he  is  generous  and  friendly.  He  is  sam!  to  be  vinflSe^ve't 
but  what  Spaniard  is  otherwise  ?  He  is  also  accused  of  ingratitude^  in  being 
the  occasion  of  exiling  the  Doke  d'Uzeda  and  the  Friar  Lewis  Aliaga,  to 
whom,  people  say,  he  had  great  obligadons;  but  this  is  pardonable;  the 
desire  of  being  prime  minister  prevails  over  every  crther  sentiment. 

''Donna  Agnes  de  Zuniga  de  Valasco,  Countess  de  Olivarez/'  continoed 
Joseph,  "is  a  lady  who  has  no  findt  that  I  know,  but  that  of  sdSng  her 
fktours  at  a  high  price.  As  fbr  Donna  Maria  de  Guzman,  who  is,  without 
contradiction,  this  day  the  richest  match  in  Spain,  she  is  an  accomplished 
young  lady,  and  the  idol  of  her  father ;  model  your  behaviour  accordin^y ; 
be  assiduous  in  making  your  court  to  these  two  ladies,  and  appear  stiH 
more  devoted  to  the  Count  d'Oiivarez  than  you  were  to  the  Doke  of 
Lerma  before  your  journey  to  Segovia ;  in  which  case  you  will  certainly 
become  a  personage  of  rank  and  power. 

"I  likewise  advise  you,*'  added  he,  ''to  wait  npon  my  master  Don 
Balthazar  from  time  to  time ;  though  you  have  Ho  need  of  him  fbr  your 
advancement,  don't  neglect  him :  he  has  a  very  good  opinion  of  you  at 
present :  preserve  his  friendship  and  esteem,  which  may  be  of  service  to 
you  upon  some  occasion  or  other.** — *'  As  the  uncle  and  the  nephew,'^  said 
I,  "  are  both  concerned  in  the  ministry,  is  there  no  jealousy  between  the 
two  colleagues  f — ^'On  the  contraiy,"  answered  he,  **  they  live  together 
in  the  gpreatest  harmony.  Had  it  not  been  fbr  Don  Balthazar  the 
Count  d'  OHvarez,  perhaps,  would  not  have  been  prime  minister :  ibr,  in 
short,  after  the  death  of  Philip  the  Third,  all  the  friends  and  partisans  of 
the  house  of  Sandoval  exerted  themselves  very  much ;  some  in  ftvomr  of 
the  Cardinal,  and  others  in  behalf  of  his  son ;  but  my  master,  who 
was  the  most  subtle  among  the  courtiers,  and  the  count  as  canning  as  he, 
broke  all  their  measures,  and  took  such  efiRsotual  steps  to  secure  tiiat 
place,  that  their  antagonists  were  quite  foiled.  The  Count  d'  Olivarez,-^ 
when  he  became  minister,  shared  the  administration  with  his  uncle  Don 
Balthazar,  to  whom  he  left  the  care  of  foreign  affairs,  reserving  all  tiomestie 
concerns  to  himself:  so  that  by  these  means,  strengthening  the  ties  of 
friendship  which  ought  naturally  to  unite  persons  of  the  same  blood* 
these  two  noblemen  independent  of  one  another,  live  in  such  good  cor* 
respondence  as  to  me  seems  unalterable.'* 

Such  was  the  conversation  I  had  with  Joseph,  by  whose  information  I 
hoped  to  pro£t;  after  which  I  went  to  thank  Signor  de  Zuniga  fbr  his 
goodness  towards  me.  He  told  me  very  politely  that  he  would  seize 
every  occasion  of  befHending  me,  and  that  he  was  very  ghid  to  find  me 
^tisfied  with  his  nephew,  to  whom  he  assured  me  he  would  speak  again 
in  my  favour^  resolving,  at  least,  he  said,  to^ convince  me  that  helnul tny 


tvvlfiure  at  heart ;  nA  ti>abin8teiid4)f  4>ne  patron,  I  had  two*  It  was  thiia 
that  Don  Balthaaar,  out  of  frieadship  for  NaYarro,  interested  himself  in 
mj  behalf.  : 

That  Teiy  evening  I  quitted  my  hired  room,  to  go  and  lodge  at  the 
prime  minister's  house,  where  I  supped  with  Sdpio  in  my  own  apartment. 
There  we  were  served  by  the  domestics  of  the  fatnily,  who,  while  we  ate 
our  victuals  with  an  affected  gravity,  laughed,  perhaps^  within  themseLvesb 
at  the  respect  which  they  were  commanded  to  show.  When  the  table  was 
vioovered,  and  they  had  retired,  my  secretary,  laying  aside  his  constraint, 
said  a  thousand  diverting  things,  which  his  gay  disposition  and  sanguinis 
hopes  inspired.  As  for  me,  although  overjoyed  at  the  brilliant  situation  in 
which  I  saw  myself  I  felt  myself  no  longer  disposed  to  be  dazzled  by  it : 
but  going  to  bed,  slept  soundly,  without  giving  way  to  the  agreeable  ideas 
with  which  I  might  have  entertained  my  fancy ;  whereas  the  ambitious 
Sdpio  enjoyed  little  repose,  but  passed  half  of  the  night  in  hoarding  up 
money  for  the  portion  of  his  daughter  Seraphina* 

I  had  scarcely  got  on  my  dothes  next  morning,  when  I  was  sent  for  by 
his  graces  who,  when  I  came  before  him,  said  to  me,  "  Well,  Santillane, 
let  us  see  a  specimen  of  what  thou  canst  do ;  thou  sayest  the  Duke  of  Lerma 
empbyed  thee  in  abridging  memorials :  I  have  got  one,  which  I  intend  for 
thy  first  essay.  The  subject  of  it  is  this ;  it  must  he  a  performance  to  pre» 
possess  the  public  in  favour  of  my  ministry.  I  have  already  privately  spread 
a  report,  that  I  found  affairs  in  very  great  disorder :  the  business,  therefore^ 
i»  to  expose  to  the  eyes  of  both  court  and  dty  the  miserable  condition  to 
which  the  monarchy  is  reduced.  We  must,  on  this  subject  draw  a  picture 
which  will  strike  the  people,  and  hinder  them  from  regretting  the  loss  of 
my  predecessor.  After  that,  you  must  extol  the  measures  which  I  have 
taken  to  render  his  majesty's  reign  glorious,  his  dominions  flourishing  and 
his  subjects  perfectly  happy." 

His  grace,  having  ^ken  in  this  manner,  gave  me  a  paper,  oontainiag 
the  just  causes  the  nation  had  to  complain  of  the  preceding  administration, 
summed  up  in  ten  articles :  the  least  of  which,  I  remember,  was  suffident 
to  alarm  aU  good  Spaniards :  then  shutting  me  in  a  closet  adjoining  to  hir 
own,  he  left  me  to  work  at  liberty.  I  began  to  compose  my  memorial  as 
well  as  I  could.  I  first  of  all  described  the  bad  condition  of  the  kingdom, 
the  finances  exhausted,  the  royal  revenue  engrossed  by  partisans,  and  the 
marine  entirely  ruined.  I  then  demonstrated  the  faults  committed  by  those 
who  had  governed  the  state  under  the  last  rdgn,  and  the  terrible  conse- 
quences which  might  result  from  these  faults.  In  short,  I  represented  the 
monarchy  as  in  danger,  and  so  sharply  censured  the  former  minister,  that, 
acpordiog  to  my  memoria],  iha  loss  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma  was  a  great  hap« 
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pineal  fot  Spain.  To  say  tha  trath,  though  I  hiffhoured  no  reaentsneai 
against  tiiat  nobleman,  I  waa  not  nonj  to  do  him  tkia  good  office.  Snok 
if  the  diaposition  of  man  I 

In  fine,  after  a  firightful  piorare  of  the  mialbrtanes  which  threatened 
Spain,  I  encouraged  the  minda  of  the  people*  by  making  them  omceiTe  fiur 
hopea  of  the  future.  I  made  the  Govnt  d'Oliyaies  apeak  like  a  Sariottr 
atnt  from  heaven  £or  the  aalTationof  the  alate » I  ptomiaed  mountaina  and 
miradea :  in  a  word,  I  entered  ao  well  into  the  views  of  the  new  minister, 
that  he  aeemed  suzpriaed  at  my  performance :  which  when  he  had  read  to 
an  end, "  SantiUaae,"  aaid  he,  **  dost  thou  know  that  thou  hast  composed 
a  morsel  worthy  of  a  secretary  of  state?  lam  not  sazprised  that  the  Duke 
.ol  Lerma  employed  thy  pen ;  thy  style  is  concise,  and  even  elegant ;  but  I 
think  it  ia  a  little  too  naturaL**  He  then  pointed  out  the  places  which  were 
not  to  his  taste,  altering  them  with  his  own  hand :  and  I  perceived  by  hia 
oorrectiona,  that  he  loved  (as  Navano  had  told  me)  obscure  and  ftf-fetched 
expressions.  Nevertheless,  though  he  waa  resolved  to  have  nobleness,  or 
rather  eonceita,  in  his  diction,  he  preserved  two-thirds  of  my  work :  send  to 
show  how  well  he  was  satisfied  with  my  capacity,  sent  to  me  by  Don  Ray- 
mond, three  hundred  pistoles  as  a  dessert  after  dinner. 


»    #      .«    « 


6: 


iAs 


^sBkz 


34 


CHAPTEai  VI. 


CSX  trn  TO  wsioh  oii.  slaji  pen  his  ibbbb  aoirsaiD  tibtolss  ; 

AKD    HI8  OOABaS   XO   MIPIO  ;  WIXH  XHX  SDOOXSa  07  ZB>  BE70BE. 
MSariOKKD  KXKOSIU,. 


HIS  (BTOor  of  &e  diaiater  foniabed  Seipio 
witk  ft  new  ^iportani^  of  eAigMtutating 
my  retanl  to  eoort.  "  Ton  ■«,"  »id  he, 
"that  fbrtime  haa  gteat  designa  in  yonr 
feronr.  An  you  now  awry  foi  bAving 
quitted  yoni'  solitude  ?  Long  li&  to  th« 
Count  d'OIiraies  I  he  is  quite  another  sort 
of  A  patron  than  his  predeceiBOT.  TheDuke 
of  Lerma,  Uiough  you  were  so  much  attached 
to  him,  let  you  languish  seTeral  montiis  without  giving  you  one  pistole; 
whereas  the  Count  hae  abeady  bestowed  upon  you  a  gratification,  which 
you  could  not  have  expocted  till  after  long  service." 

"  I  wish,"  added  he,  "  that  the  Lords  of  Levya  were  witnesses  of  the 
happiness  which  you  ei^oy,  or  at  least  made  acquainted  with  it"—"  It  is 
tame  indeed  for  them  to  know  it,"  answered  I,  "  and  I  was  just  going  to 
talk  to  thee  about  the  matter.  I  don't  doubt  that  they  are  extremely  im- 
patient to  bear  from  me  ;  but  I  waited  until  I  should  see  myself  settled 
in  some  shape  or  other,  and  he  able  to  inform  tbem  poutively  whether  or 
not  I  abonld  stay  at  court  Now  that  I  am  fixed,  thou  mayeat  set  out  for 
Valencia  when  thon  wilt,  to  inform  those  noblemen  of  my  present  situatloo, 
which  I  look  upon  as  their  own  woik ;  nnce  it  is  certain,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  them,  I  should  never  have  determined  upon  my  journey  to 
Madrid."—"  My  dear  master,"  cried  the  son  of  Coscolina,  "  how  happy 
will  they  be,  when  I  recount  to  tbem  what  has  happened  to  you !  would  I 
were  already  at  the  gates  of  Valencia  ?  but  1  shall  be  there  very  soon  : 
Don  Alphonso's  two  horses  are  ready ;  I  will  set  out  immediately  with 
me  of  his  grace's  lacqueys :  for,  besides  that  I  shall  be  glad  of  a  companion 
87 
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on  the  foadf  you  know  people  will  be  duzled  by  the  livery  of  the  prime 
wimster" 

I  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  ridiculous  vanity  of  my  secretarj ;  though 
vainer  still,  perhaps,  than  he»  I  let  him  do  as  he  desired.  "  Go,**  said  1^ 
*'  and  return  as  soon  as  possible ;  for  I  have  another  commission  to  give 
thee :  thou  must  go  to  the  Asturias  with  money  for  my  mother :  I  have, 
through  n^^igence^  let  the  time  pass  on  which  I  promised  to  remit  a 
hundred  pistoles  to  her,  and  which  thou  undertookest  to  deliver  with  thy 
own  hand.  These  sort  of  promises  from  a  son  ought  to  be  so  sacred,  that 
I  upbraid  myself  with  my  want  of  punctuality." — "  Sir,''  answered  Scipio, 
"  in  six  weeks  I  will  brixig  you  an  account  of  both  these  commissions ;  I  will 
converse  with  the  Lords  of  Levya,  make  a  tour  to  your  country-house^  and 
revisit  the  city  of  0?iedo,  which  I  never  remember  without  wishing  three- 
fourths  and  a  half  of  its  inhabitants  at  the  devil.''  Upon  this,  I  counted 
out  to  the  son  of  Coscolina  one  hundred  pistoles  for  my  mother^s  pension, 
with  a  hundred  more  for  himself,  that  he  might  agreeably  perform  the 
long  journey  which  he  had  undertaken. 

A  few  days  after  his  departure,  the  Count  sent  our  memorial  to  the  press ; 
and  it  was  no  sooner  published  than  it  became  the  subject  of  all  conversation 
at  Madrid.  The  people,  always  Mends  to  novelty,  were  charmed  with  the 
performance :  the  low  ebb  of  the  finances,  which  was  painted  in  lively  colours, 
incensed  them  against  the  Duke  of  Lerma ;  and  if  the  strokes  of  the  quQl 
which  that  minister  received  were  not  applauded  by  every  body,  at  least  die j 
met  with  abundance  of  approbation. 

As  for  the  magnificent  promises  made  by  the  Count  d'Olivaiez,  and, 
among  others,  that  of  defraying  the  national  expense  by  a  prudent  eoonom j, 
without  incommoding  the  subjects,  they  dazzled  the  dtisens  in  general,  and 
confirmed  them  in  the  grand  opinion  which  they  had  already  entertained 
of  his  capacity ;  so  that  the  whole  city  echoed  with  his  praise. 

That  minister,  overjoyed  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  his  aim,  which  in 
that  book  had  been  to  acquire  the  public  afiEection,  was  resolved  to  deserve 
it  effectually,  by  a  commendable  action,  which  should  be  serviceable  to  the 
king.  For  this  purpose,  he  had  recourse  to  the  invention  of  the  Emperor 
Oalba ;  that  is,  to  make  those  who  had  enriched  themselves  the  Lord  knows 
how,  in  the  administration  of  the  finances,  disgorge  their  wealth.  When 
he  had  drawn  from  those  leeches  the  blood  which  they  had  sucked,  and  filled 
the  coffers  of  the  king,  he  undertook  to  preserve  it,  by  suppressing  all  pen- 
sions^ not  even  excepting  his  own,  as  well  as  the  g^tifications  that  were 
pven  out  of  the  king's  exchequer.  To  succeed  in  tlus  design,  which  he 
could  not  execute  without  changing  the  face  of  government,  he  employed 
me  to  compose  a  new  memorial,  the  substance  and  form  of  which  he  dictated. 
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He  tlien  enjoined  me  to  rise  as  much  as  I  could  above  the  ordinary  simplicity 
of  my  style,  and  give  more  dignity  to  my  expressions.  "  Enough,  my  Lord,'* 
said  I,  ''your  excellency  shall  have  the  splendid  and  sublime  which  you 
desire/'  I  shut  myself  up  in  the  same  closet  where  I  had  composed  the 
first  and  there  went  to  work,  after  having  invoked  the  eloquent  genius  of 
the  Archbishop  of  Grenada. 

I  b^an  by  representing,  that  we  could  not  be  too  careful  in  preserving 
the  money  which  was  in  the  treasury,  and  which  ought  to  be  employed 
only  in  the  emergencies  of  the  state,  as  being  a  sacred  fund,  reserved  on 
purpose  to  keep  the  enemies  of  Spain  in  awe.  Then  I  demonstrated  to  the 
king  (for  the  memorial  was  addressed  to  him,)  that  in  taking  away  all  the 
pensions  and  gratifications  with  which  the  revenue  was  saddled,  he  should 
not,  for  all  that,  deprive  himself  of  the  pleasure  of  rewarding  those  subjects 
who  should  deserve  his  favour ;  since,  without  touching  his  treasure,  he  was 
in  a  condition  to  bestow  upon  them  great  recompenses ;  that  for  some  he 
had  vice-royalties,  governments,  orders  of  knighthood,  and  military  employ- 
ments ;  for  others,  commanderies,  and  pensions  upon  them,  titles,  magis- 
tracies ;  and,  in  fine,  all  sorts  of  benefices  for  those  who  are  consecrated  to 
the  church. 

This  memorial,  which  was  much  longer  than  the  first,  took  me  up  nearly 
three  days ;  and  luckily  I  composed  it  to  the  taste  of  my  master ;  who, 
finding  it  written  with  emphasis,  and  stuffed  with  metaphors,  loaded  me 
with  applause.  *'  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  this,"  said  he,  pointing  to 
the  most  tumid  places ;  "these  are  well-stamped  expressions.  Courage, 
friend;  I  foresee  that  thou  wilt  be  of  great  service  to  me  ;"  nevertheless^ 
in  spite  of  the  applause  of  whieh  he  was  so  prodigal,  he  did  not  fail  to  re- 
touch the  memorial.  He  inserted  a  good  deal  of  his  own,  and  composed  a 
piece  of  eloquence  which  charmed  the  king  and  the  whole  court.  The  city 
joined  its  approbation,  conceived  a  happy  omen  of  the  future,  and  flattered 
itself  that  the  monarchy  would  resume  its  ancient  lustre  under  the  ministiy 
of  sudi  a  great  man. 

His  excellency,  seeing  that  this  piece  did  him  a  great  deal  of  honour,  was 
willing  that  I  should  reap  some  fruit  from  it,  in  consideration  of  my  share 
in  the  composition :  he  accordingly  bestowed  upon  me  a  pension  of  five 
hundred  crowns  upon  the  commandery  of  Castile ;  which  was  the  more 
agreeable  to  me,  as  it  was  not  wickedly,  though  easily  got. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

BT  WHAT  AOOlPBin',  IV  WHAT  FLACl  AITS  OOlOUTIOir,  Oil;  BI.A9 
rOVKD  aiS  PSIfilfD  rABSIOIDB  ;  AHS  THE  OORiniKSATIOK  THAT 
HAPPENED  BBTWBEK  THEN. 


T  gB.Te  the  Goont  great  plsaanre  to  knov  the 
oiHnioii  which  the  people  of  Madrid  had  of 
his  conduct  in  the  minittry.  Be  asked  me 
every  day  what  people  said  of  him ;  and  evoi 
Biaintainedainei,  who  brought  him  an  exact 
account  of  what  pueed  in  the  citj.  Thef 
reported  to  him  ereiy  word  which  they 
bfud;  and  as  he  ordeied  them  to  be  uncere, 
hiJa  «elf-]oTe  suffered  sometimes;  for  the 
people  hsTe  aa  inteni^rance  of  tongue 
which  has  no  respect  for  persona. 

When  I  perceived  that  he  was  pieced  with  these  reports,  I  employed 
myself  every  anemoon  in  going  to  public  places,  and  joining  conversation 
ffith  good  company.  When  they  spoke  of  the  government,  I  listened  with 
attention ;  and  if  they  said  anytluDg  that  deserved  to  be  re-told  to  his 
excellency,  I  did  not  fail  to  inform  him  of  it ;  but  it  must  be  observed, 
that  I  never  reported  anything  which  was  spoken  to  his  prejudice. 

One  day,  as  I  returned  from  one  of  these  places,  passing  by  the  door  of 
a  hospital,  I  felt  an  inclination  to  enter.  I  wa]ked  through  two  or  three 
wards  full  of  sick  people  a-bed,  and  snrveyed  everything  around  me. 
Among  tbese  unfortunate  people,  whom  I  could  not  behold  without  com- 
passion, I  was  struck  with  the  appearance  of  one,  who,  I  believed,  was  my 
old  friend  and  comrade  Fabricio.  That  I  might  have  a  more  diatinct  view 
of  him,  I  approached  his  bed  ;  and  having  no  longer  any  reason  to  doubt 
that  it  was  the  poet  Nunnez,  stopped  a  few  minutes  to  consider  him  with- 
out speaking;  whilehe.recoUectingmealso.eyed  me  in  the  same  manner. 
At  length,  breaking  silence,  "  Sure,"  said  I,  "  my  eyes  deceive  me !  is  it 
actuaUyFabriciowhomlmectinthisplace?"     "Theverysame,"  answered 


be  eoUIj ;  <*  and  Hum  hut  no  c&uis  to  tw  BUpriMd  at  it  Knoe  I  laft 
thee,  I  hare  exerciaed  the  buainau  of  an  author ;  I  hare  compoaed  to- 
maacei,  conediee,  all  kiiuLi  of  woika  of  geaini.  I  ban  nm  a^  race, 
end  am  now  at  the  boopital." 


I  conld  not  help  langhing  at  these  words,  and  still  more  at  the  aerioiu 
Mr  with  which  thej  were  pionoimced.  "  How  1"  cried  I,  "  has  thy  Husa 
brought  tbee  to  this  place  }  hath  she  played  thee  this  villananfl  trick  ?" 
"  ThoQ  seest  it  ia  eo,"  he  replied ;  "  this  hoose  is  the  retreat  of  many  a 
witt  Then  haat  done  well,  my  child,  to  take  another  road  ;  but  metUnka 
thon  art  no  longer  at  coort,  and  the  face  of  thy  aSairs  is  changed ;  nay,  I 
remember  to  have  heard  that  thou  wast  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  king," 
**  True,"  Bud  T,  "  the  charming  situation  In  which  I  was,  when  we  parted) 
in  a  little  time  after  was  followed  by  a  reverse  of  fortnne,  which  robbed 
me  of  my  wealth  and  liberty :  nevertheless,  my  friend,  thou  seest  ma 
again  in  a  more  flonrishing  state  than  ever."—"  That  is  impossiUe !" 
cried  NnnncE :  "  tliy  appaial  is  frugal  and  plain  ;  and  thon  hast  not  that 
vain  and  insolent  air  which  prosperity  usually  givei."-— *'  Misfortune,'* 
answered  I,  "  hath  purified  my  virtue  ;  and  I  have  learned  In  tae  sdtool 
of  adversity  to  e^joy  riches  with  moderation." 

"  Tell  me,  then,"  cried  Fabricio,  starting  up  in  a  transport,  "  what  may 
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be  thy  empioTmeAt  ?  what  bnsineas  dost  thou  foDoirf  artthoitiiotftoward 
to  some  nimed  grandee,  or  opulent  widow  T' — **  I  hare  a  better  post;"*  I 
replied:  "bat  thou  must  dispense  with  my  telling  thee  more  at  present:  I 
will  sadsfj  thy  cariosity  another  tune :  I  will  now  only  let  thee  know  that 
I  am  in  a  oonditign  to  assist  thee»  or  rather  make  thee  easy  for  life,  provided 
thon  wilt  promise  to  write  no  more  works  of  genios,  either  in  yerse  or  prose. 
Dost  thon  feel  thyself  capable  of  making  snch  a  sacrifice  for  me  T** — ''Ihaye 
already  made  it  to  Heaven/'  said  he,  "  daring  a  severe  distemper^  of  whuji 
I  am  just  cored.  A  Dominican  frther  has  made  me  abjare  poetry,  as  an 
amusement  which,  if  not  criminal,  at  least  diverts  the  mind  fix>m  the 
pursuit  of  wisdom  and  virtne." 

"  I  congratulate  thee,  my  dear  Nunnez,'*  answered  I ;  ''but  beware  of  a 
relapse.'* — ''That  I  am  in  no  fear  of,"  he  resumed :  "I  am  firmly  resolved 
t6  abandon  the  Muses ;  and  when  thou  camest  into  the  ward,  was  just  com- 
posing an  eternal  adieu  to  them  in  verse." — "Mr.  Fabricio,"  said  I, 
shaking  my  head,  "  I  don't  kniow  if  the  Dominican  and  I  dare  trust  to  your 
abjuration,  you  seem  so  furiously  enchanted  by  these  learned  damsels." — 
"No,  no,"  answered  he,  "I  havf. broken  off  all  connexion  with  them:  nay 
more,  I  have  conceived  an  aveiyion  ibr  the  public,  which  does  not  deserve 
that  authors  should  consecrate  their  works  to  it :  I  should  be  sorry  if  I  could 
produce  any  thing  that  would'please  it.  Don't  imagine,"  continued  he,  "that 
this  language  is  jdictated  by  passion :  I  speak  in  cold  blood ;  I  equally 
despise  the  applause  and  hisses  of  the  public,  which  one  does  not  know  how 
to  manage.  It  is  so  capricious,  that  it  does  not  think  two  days  one  way. 
What  fools  are  those  dramatic  writers  who  are  vain  of  the  success  of  thdr 
performances  I  'Whatever  noise  they  make  by  their  novelty,  if  they  are 
brought  upon  the  stage  twenty  years  alter,  they  are  for  the  most  part  very 
ill  received.  The  present  generation  taxes  the  past  with  want  of  taste,  and 
its  determinations  are  contradicted  by  those  of  the  next :  from  whence  I 
conclude  that  those  authors  who  are  now  applauded  will  be  hissed  by  poste- 
rity. It  is  the  same  thing  with  regard  to  romances,  and  other  amusing 
books,  which  though  at  first  they  meet  with  general  approbation,  insen- 
sibly sink  into  contempt.  That  honour,  therefore,  which  we  reap  from 
the  good  success  of  our  works,  is  nothing  but  a  mere  chimeni»  an  allnsicm 
of  the  brain,  a  fire  of  straw  which  evaporates  in  smoke." 

Though  I  was  well  convinced  that  the  Asturian  poet  spoke  Uiis  from  pas- 
sion only,  I  did  not  seem  to  perceive  it,  and  said  to  him,  "  I  am  overjoyed 
to  find  thee  disgusted  with  the  belles  lettres,  and  radically  cured  of  the  rage 
of  writing.  Be  assured  that  I  will  immediately  procure  for  thee  an  emplt^- 
ment  in  which  thou  mayest  enrich  thyself,  vrithout  being  at  a  great  expense 
of  genius." — "So  much  the  better !"  cried  he,  "Glenius  stinks  in  my  nos- 


trill,  and  I  now  look  upon  it  as  the  most  fatal  present  keaven  can  bestow 
upon  man."  "  I  wish,  mj  dear  Fabricio,"  I  replied,  "  that  thou  mayeat 
(till  preserTB  those  sentiments.  If  you  persist  in  yonr  resolution  to  quit 
poetry,  I  repeat  it,  I  will  soon  procure  for  thee  an  honourable  and  lucrative 
poat ;  bat  until  I  can  do  thee  this  serrice,"  added  I,  giving  him  a  pnrse 
of  sixty  pistoles,  "  pray  accept  of  this  small  token  of  my  friendship." 

"  O  generous  &iend  I"  cried  the  son  of  barber  Nuimez,  transported 
with  gratitude  and  joy,  "  what  thanks  do  I  owe  heaven  for  bringing  thee 
into  this  hospital,  which  I  will  leave  this  very  day  by  thy  assistance  t" 
and  he  actually  ordered  himself  to  be  transported  into  a  hired  lodging. 
But  before  we  parted,  I  told  him  where  I  lived,  and  invited  him  to  come 
and  see  me  as  soon  as  he  should  be  perfectly  recovered.  He  seemed 
extremely  surprised,  when  I  told  him  that  I  lodged  in  the  house  of  the 
C!ount  d'Olivaiei.  "  Thrice  happy  Oil  Bias,"  said  he,  "  whose  fate  It  ii 
to  be  a  minister's  favourite  !  I  r^oice  at  thy  good  fortune,  since  thoi 
vsett  it  so  well." 


K 


a^ 


CHAFTRR  Tin. 


HL  BLU  BBOOlfn  HOBS  AKD  KOBB  BBLOTBD  BT  KU  lUSTBS.  BOITIO 
BETUBirS  TO  lUSBID,  AJfD  SrvBi  AM  ACCOITITT  OV  HIS  TOCBVET  TO 
SAKTILIiUn. 


k  KB  Conat  d'OIivuez,  whom  kenceforUi  I 
J  ahall  uU  the  Count  Duke,  becaoae  the  king 
s  pleased  about  thig  tiiae  to  honour  him 
I  with  that  title,  had  a  foible  which  I  di». 
'  covered,  very  much  to  my  own  advantage ; 
)  and'  this  was  a  desire  of  b^g  beloved- 
>  As  soon  as  he  perceived  that  any  one  at- 
j  tached  himself  to  him  thiongh  indimition, 
J  he  immediately  conceived  a  fiiendahip  for 
*  that  adherent. 

I  took  care  not  to  neglect  this  observation.  I  was  not  contented  with 
barelydoing  what  he  commanded;  I  executed  his  ordert  with  such  demon- 
stration* of  teal  as  quite  won  his  hearL  I  studied  his  taste  in  all  tlungs, 
that  I  might  confiiim  myself  to  it ;  and  anticipated  his  desiiea  as  much  as 
I  could. 

By  this  conduct,  which  eeldom  faila  of  anccess,  I  insensibly  became  the 
bvonrite  of  my  master,  who,  on  his  part,  as  I  myself  bad  the  same  foible, 
gained  my  own  lonl,  by  the  marks  of  affection  which  he  beatowed  m 
me ;  and  I  insinuated  myself  so  tax  into  his  favour,  that  I  at  length 
shared  his  confidence  with  Signor  Carnero,  his  chief  secretary. 

Camero  had  practised  the  same  method  of  being  agreeable  to  hii  excel- 
lent^ ;  and  succeeded  so  well,  that  he  was  intmated  with  the  mysteries  of 
the  cabinet.  The  secretary  and  I  wen  the  two  confidasts  of  the  prime 
minister,  and  the  depositories  of  his  secrets ;  with  this  difference,  that  he 
spoke  to  Camero  of  nothing  but  state  affiurs,  and  conversed  with  me  on  hia 
own  private  coDcems  only ;  by  these  means  making  ai  it  were  two  separata 
departments,  with  which  we  were  both  equally  satisfied,  we  lived  blether 
witliont jealousy,  a*  without  friendsh^  IhadoMuetobei^easedwithinj 
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BitnatibBy  which  giving  me  continual  opportunities  of  heing  with  the  Count 
Duke,  I  was  always  at  hand  to  obserre  the  rery  bottom  of  his  soul,  which 
he,  though  naturally  dissembling,  ceased  to  conceal  from  me,  when  he  no 
longer  doubted  the  sincerity  of  my  attachpient. 

"  Santiliane,"  said  he  to  me  one  day,  ''  thou  hast  seen  the  Duke  of  Lerroa 
enjoy  an  authority  which  looked  more  like  the  power  of  an  absolute 
monarch  than  that  of  a  favourite  minister ;  nevertheless,  I  am  sti]l  more 
lucky  than  he  was,  e?en  at  the  highest  point  of  his  fortune.  He  had  two 
formidable  enemies  in  the  Duke  d'Uzeda,  his  own  son,  and  in  the  confeaaor 
of  Philip  the  third.  Whereas  I  see  not  one  person  near  the  king^  who 
has  credit  enough  to  hurt  me,  nor  even  one  whom  I  suspect  to  be  my 
foe*  ^ 

'*  It  is  true,  indeed,"  continued  he,  **  that  when  I  came  to  the  ministry  I 
suffered  none  to  be  near  the  prince,  but  those  who  were  connected  with  me, 
either  by  blood  or  friendship.  I  have  by  vice-royalties  or  embassies  got  rid 
of  all  those  noblemen,  who  by  their  personal  merit,  might  have  acquired 
sgme  portion  of  my  sovereign's  favour,  which  I  was  resolved  entirely  to 
possess ;  so  that  I  may  now  safely  say,  no  great  man  takes  umbrage  at  my 
credit.  :Thou  seest,  Gil  Bias,"  added  he,  "  that  I  disclose  my  heart  to 
thee.  As  I  have  reason  to  think  thee  entirely  devoted  to  me,  I  have 
chosen  thee  for  my  confidant.  Thou  dost  not  want  understanding ;  art,  I 
believe,  modest,  prudent,  and  discreet ;  m  a  word,  thou  seemest  proper  for 
executing  twenty  sorts  of  commissions,  which  require  a  young  man  of 
extensive  understanding  who  is  at  the  same  time  in  my  interest." 

I  was  not  proof  against  the  flattering  images  which  these  words  raised 
in  my  imaginatiou.  Some  vapours  of  avarice  and  ambition  mounted  into 
my  brain,  and  awaked  in  me  those  sentiments  over  which  I  thought  I  had 
gaineJ  a  complete  triumph.  I  protested  to  the  minister,  that  I  would 
answer  his  intentions  with  all  my  power ;  and  I  kept  myself  ready  to  exe- 
cute, without  scruple,  all  the  oommbsions  with  which  he  should  think 
proper  to  entrust  to  me. 

While  I  was  thus  disposecf  to  raise  new  altars  to  Fortune,  Scipio^ 
returning  from  his  journey  said,  ''I  have  not  a  tedious  narration  to 
make.  The  Lords  of  Levya  were  charmed  when  I  told  them  the  reception 
you  met  with  horn  the  king  when  he  knew  you,  and  the  behaviour  of  the 
Count  d'Olivarez." 

Here  I  interrupted  &cipio,  saying,  "  You  would  have  given  them  still  more 
pleasure,  my  friend,  coidd  you  have  told  them  on  what  footing  I  am  now 
with  his  grace.  The  rapidity  of  the  progress  which  Iliave  made  in  his 
excellency's  heart  since  thy  departure  is  altogether  prodigious." 

**  God  be  praised  I  my  dear  master,"  answered  he :   ''I  foresee  that  a 
88 


■ptendid  destiny  awdtl  ofl,"— "  Let  oa  wbire  ttiis  ratijeot,"  said  1,  "  «ad 
talk  of  O*iedo.  Tbon  bast  been  at  the  Aituriaa ;  in  what  caitdilloii  didat 
thaaltavfl  my  mttUiOr  ^"— •<  Ah !  air,"  he  nplied,  aMiorikg  lllaf  a  aaddtn 
a  melancholy  look,  "  I  have  nothing  bnt  afflicting  newt  tvr  yOQ  Ihua  that 
4}iiltrt«r."<— ''  0  HeaTCD  V  cried  I,  "  my  mother  is  Mrtoinly  dead." — "  Six 
months  ago,"  aiid  my  aeeretary,  "  the  good  lady  paid  the  tribute  of  natnie, 
M  wril  aa  your  uncle  Bign«t  Oil  Peres." 

I  was  dee^y  afibctod  With  my  moth«r's  deattt,  ahkoa^  !■  my  in&acy  I 
ted  nerer  tacMnd  from  her  those  comiM  which  are  necessary  to  nuJra 
bhildren  grateftd  in  the  sequsL  I  likewite  paid  those  tears  which  I  owed  to 
the  good  canon,  for  the  care  ha  had  taken  of  by  education.  My  gtiei,  ilu 
deed,  did  not  Uat  long,  but  soon  mellowed  into  a  tender  remembroncs  which 
I  haTt  alwaya  preaafTad  of  asy  panntt. 


^=^i?SZZ^ 


CHAPTER  IX. 


QOit  after  the  letom  of  Coscolma'a  son,  the 
Count  Duke  fell  into  a  profound  reverie,  in 
which  he)  remained  fbi  the  space  of  eight 
Thole  days.  I  imagined  that  he  waa  me- 
ditating some  great  Btroke  of  politics  ;  but 
the  subject  of  hia  moaing  regarded  bii  own 
family  only.  "  Oil  Bias,"  aud  he  to  me 
>  one  afternoon,  "  thou  muat  have  petceired 
that  I  am  a  good  deal  perplexed  in  mind. 
'  Yea,  my  child,  I  am  wholy  engroaaed  by 
an  afiair  upon  wluch  the  npose  of  my  life  depends ;  and  I  will  impart 
the  secret  (o  thee, 

"  Donnft  Uatia,  my  danghtei,"  continned  he,  "  ia  now  marriageable, 
and  her  heart  is  disputed  by  a  great  number  of  noblemen.  The  Count 
de  Niebles,  eldest  son  of  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia,  chief  of  the  fiunlly 
of  Guzman,  and  Don  Lewis  de  Haro,  eldest  son  of  the  Kfarquia  de 
Carpio  and  my  own  sister,  are  the  two  candidates  who  seem  beat  entitled 
to  tiie  preference ;  especially  the  laat,  who  poueases  merit  so  much 
superior  to  that  of  his  rivalB,  that  all  the  court  persuade  (hemselTea  I  shall 
make  choice  of  him  for  my  son-in-law.  NeTertheless,  without  entering 
into  the  rearons  which  I  have  to  exclude  him,  as  well  as  the  Count  de 
Nieblefl,  I  will  tell  thee,  that  I  have  cast  my  eyes  on  Don  Ramires  Nonnes 
de  Guzman,  Uarqiiis  of  Toral,  the  chief  of  the  family  of  Ounnan 
d' Abrades ;  to  this  young  nobleman,  and  the  children  which  he  shall  have 
by  my  daughter,  I  intend  to  leave  my  whole  estate  annexed  to  the  title  of 
Count  d'Olivaret,  to  which  I  will  join  the  quality  of  grandee ;  so  that  my 
grand-chOdren  and  their  descendants,  proceeding  from  the  branch  of 
d'  Abrados  and  that  of  Olinrez,  will  paSB  tor  the  eldest  of  the  Gnxmaa 
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*'  Well,  Santillane,"  added  he,  "  dost  thou  not  approve  of  my  design  T" — 
"  Pardon  me,  sir,"  answered  I ;  "  the  project  is  worthy  of  the  genius  that 
formed  it ;  I  am  only  afraid  that  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia  will  murmur 
at  it." — *'  Let  him  murmur,  if  he  pleases,"  resumed  the  minister ;  "I  shall 
give  myself  yery  little  trouble  about  that.  I  don't  love  his  branch,  which 
hath  usurped  the  birth-right  and  titles  thereunto  attached  over  the  house 
of  Abrados.  I  shall  mind  his  complaints  less  than  the  chagrin  of  my  sister 
the  Marchioness  of  Gaipio,  in  seeing  her  son  disappointed  in  his  expectation 
of  mj  daughter.  But,  after  all,  I  intend  to  please  myself;  and  it  is  already 
decided  that  Don  Eamires  shall  prevail  over  all  his  rivals." 

The  Count  Duke  having  taken  this  resolution,  gave  a  new  mark  of  his 
singular  policy,  in  putting  it  in  practice.  He  presented  a  petition  to  the 
king,  begging  that  he  and  the  queen  would  be  pleased  to  bestow  his  daughter 
in  marriage,  describing  the  characters  of  the  noblemen  who  were  in  pursuit 
of  her,  and  leaving  the  choice  entirely  to  their  majesties ;  but  he  did  not 
fail,  in  speaking  of  the  Marquis  of  Toral,  to  show  that  he  was.  the  most 
agreeable  of  them  all.  Whereupon  the  king,  who  had  a  blind  complaisance 
for  his  minister,  returned  this  answer.  **  I  believe  Don  Bamires  Nunnes 
worthy  of  your  daughter  Donna  Maria;  nevertheless,  take  your  own  choice. 
The  match  which  will  suit  you  best  will  be  the  most  agreeable  to  me. — ^Tbe 
King." 

The  minister  affected  to  show  this  answer ;  and  pretending  to  look  upon 
it  as  his  prince's  order,  made  haste  to  marry  his  daughter  to  the  Marquis  of 
Toral ;  an  event  that  very  much  displeased  the  Mardiioness  de  Carpio,  as 
well  as  the  Guzmans,  who  had  flattered  themselves  with  the  hope  of  espousing 
Donna  Maria ;  nevertheless,  as  they  could  not  hinder  the  marriage,  they 
affected  to  celebrate  it  with  great  demonstrations  of  joy.  One  would  have 
thought  the  whole  family  was  charmed  with  the  occasion ;  but  the  malcon- 
tents were  soon  revenged  in  a  manner  very  melancholy  for  the  Count  Duke. 
Donna  Maria*  in  ten  months  brought  forth  a  daughter,  which  died  in  the 
birth  :  and  in  a  few  days  fell  herself  a  victim  to  death.  What  a  loss  was 
this  for  a  father,  who,  to  use  the  expression,  had  no  eyes  but  for  his 
daughter ;  and  who  saw  in  this  event  the  miscarriage  of  his  design,  of  taking 
the  right  of  eldership  from  the  branch  of  Medina  Sidonia !  He  was  so  much 
affected,  that  for  some  days  he  shut  himself  up,  and  would  see  nobody  but 
me,  who,  conforming  myself  to  his  immoderate  grief,  seemed  as  much 
afflicted  as  he.  To  tell  Uie  truth,  I  made  use  of  this  occasion  to  shed  fresh 
tears  to  the  memory  of  Antonia.    The  resemblance  which  her  death  had  to 

*  M.  Le  Sage  has  here  deviated  fh>in  the  true  hutoiy ;  for  Donna  Maria  died 
unmarried,  though  she  waa  betrothed  to  Raymond  de  Guzman,  Marquis  of  Toral, 
afterwards  created  Duke  of  Medina,  de  hu  Torres. 


ail.  Bi.ta. 


that  oftheUarchioaessofToial,  burst  open  again  the  wound  which  was  but 
imperfectly  cured,  and  renewed  my  own  affliction  so  much,  that  the  minister 
overwhelmed  as  he  was  with  his  own  sorrow,  could  not  help  being  struck 
with  mine.  He  was  astonished  to  see  me  enter  so  warmly  into  his  chagrin, 
"  Qil  Bias,"  stud  he  one  day,  perceiving  me  plunged  in  the  most  melancholy 
sadness,  "  it  is  a  sweet  consolation  for  me  to  have  such  a  sympathizing  con- 
fidant !" — "  Ah !  my  lord,"  answered  I,  giving  to  him  all  the  honour  of  my 
affliction,  "  I  must  be  very  ungrateful  and  hard-hearted  indeed,  if  I  did 
not  sincerely  sympathize  with  jour  grace.  How  can  I  consider  that  you 
monm  the  loss  of  a  daughter  of  accomplished  merit,  whom  you  tenderly 
loved,  without  mingling  my  tears  with  yours  !  No,  my  lord,  I  am  so 
sensible  of  your  goodness,  that  as  long  as  I  live  I  shall  always  share  in 
your  pain,  as  well  as  pleasures." 


g-     ^^1^1^ — 4 


CHAPTER  X. 


OIE  BLAB  BT  ACOIDKNT  MZSTflTHS  POST  XUITITBt,  WHO  TILL*  BIK  THAT 
HI  HAS  COHFOaEDATKAOEDT,  WHICH  IB  IinCZPTATXI.TXO  BBSSPBB- 
■ESTXt)  AT  TRB  PBINCK'b  THBAT&B.  THX  BAD  SrCCXBB  OX  TKAT  PIECE, 
WITM  TBI  lirSPBIBIlia  GOOD  LUCK  IHAT  ATIXHDKI)  ITB  PAXL. 


HE  mintater  began  to  be  consoled,  and  I  of 
I  coiuequenu.  to  leiiunu  mj  good  humonr ; 
when  one  efecipK  I  went  out  alone  to  take 
UT  iiimy  c(Mdi.  and  met  in  my  wkj  the 
Aitarian  poet,  wbom  I  had  not  seen  sinee  he 
.  quitted  the  hoapital  He  being  veij  well 
*  dresied,  I  took  him  into  the  coach,  and  we 
droTB  together  to  8t  Jerome's  Meadow. 
"  Hr.  Niumes,"  aald  I  to  him,  "  I  think 
'  myself  Tery  luck;  in  haTing  met  you  b, 
chance,  otherviie  1  Bhonld  not  hiTe  had  the  plemiro  " — "  No  re. 
pToachea,  SantiUane,"  said  he,  with  precipitatioii.  "  I  tineerely  own  that  I 
had  no  intention  to  Tint  thee,  and  thon  shalt  heai  the  reason.  Yon  promised 
me  a  good  post,  provided  I  would  abjure  poetry ;  and  I  have  found  a  Tery 
Bobstantiat  one  on  condition  that  I  make  verse.  I  hare  accepted  this  last, 
as  most  suitable  to  my  humour.  A  friend  of  mine  has  intradoced  me  into 
the  family  of  Don  Bertr&RdOomeideRibero,  treasurer  of  the  king'*  galleja. 
This  Don  Bertrand,  who  wants  to  have  a  wit  in  hit  pay,  finding  my  veri&i 
cation  very  brilliant,  has  chosen  me  preferably  to  five  or  six  authors,  who 
offered  themselves  candidates  for  the  employment  of  his  private  eecretaiy.'' 
"  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,  ray  dear  Fabricio,"  said  I,  "  for  that  Drat 
Bertrand  is  in  all  appearance  very  rich." — Rich  !"  answered  he ;  '*  thej 
•ay  he  has  such  immense  wealth,  that  he  cannot  count  it.  Be  that  as  it  wilL 
my  o£Sce  is  this :  as  he  piqnes  himself  upon  being  gallant,  and  would  pass 
for  a  man  of  genius,  he  keeps  a  literary  correspondence  with  several  very 
sprightly  ladies,  and  I  lend  him  my  pen  to  compose  billets  filled  with 
wit  and  humour.     I  write  for  him,  in  verse  to  one,  in  prose  to  anoAer ;  and 


aometiities  {A  pvmm  cany  the  letters,  to  ahow  tike  tantdpliGitjr  ot  my 
tilekits/* 

"But  thou  hast  not  told  me»"  said  J,  *'whkt  I  cbieflj  desire  to  know; 
art  thou  well  paid  for  thy  epiatolafj  epigramsr'— ^'Yery  largely/'  he  replied : 
**rich  people  are  not  always  generous*  and  I  know  some  of  them  who  are 
mere  scrubs  i  but  Don  Bertrand  uses  me  Tery  nobly.  Oyer  and  aboTe  two 
hundred  pistoles  of  fixed  wages*  I  frequently  receive  from  him  small  gratifi- 
cationSk  which  put  me  in  a  condition  to  act  the  gentleman,  and  pass  my  time 
agreeably  with  some  authors,  who  are,  like  me,  enemies  to  care.'* — **  But," 
I  resumed,  **has  thy  treasurer  tast^  enough  to  relish  the  beauties  of  a  work 
of  genius,  and  to  perceive  its  faults?" — "Not  at  all,"  answered  Nnnnez : 
"  thoi^h  he  can  talk  speciously,  he  is  by  no  means  a  connoisseur*  He  gives 
himself  out,  however,  for  another  Tarpa;*  decides  boldly,  and  supports  his 
opinion  with  such  loudness  and  obstinacy,  that  generally,  when  he  disputes, 
his  antagonist  is  obliged  to  yield,  in  order  to  avoid  the  shower  of  ill  language 
with  which  he  is  wont  to  overwhelm  his  opponents. 

**Tlion  mayest  well  believe,"  pursued  he,  *'that  I  am  tery  teutious  of 
contradieting  him,  whatever  cause  he  gives  me  for  so  doing ;  for  besides  the 
disagreeable  epithets  which  I  should  certainly  bring  upon  myself*  I  might 
possibly  be  turned  out  of  doors ;  I  therefore  prudently  applaud  what  he 
praises,  and  disapprove  of  every  thing  which  he  condemns.  By  this  com- 
plaitenee^  which  coats  me  nothin|^  because  I  possess  the  art  of  accom- 
modaCing  tnyself  to  the  characters  of  those  who  can  befHend  me^  I  have 
gained  the  firitodship  and  esteem  of  my  patron.  He  has  engaged  me  to 
compose  a  tiragedy  on  a  subject  whidi  he  su^^sted  I  have  accordingly 
finisfaed  St  under  his  eye;  and  if  it  succeed^  .1  shaD  owe  one  part  of  my 
glory  to  his  good  advice." 

I  ask^d  th^  title  of  his  tragedy ;  and  he  told  me'it  was  called  "The  Count 
die  fialdagnfe  ;*'  informing  me^  al  the  same  time,  that  it  would  be  represented 
in  three  da^at  the  Prinze's  theatre. — "I  wish,"  answered^  "that  it  may 
have  a  great  ran :  and  I  have  such  a  good  o|nnion  of  thy  genius,  as  to  hope 
it  will«"-*^'*I  hop6  so  toOk"  aaid  he;  "bttt  there  is  no  dependance  upon 
such  hope^  so  uneertaiil  are  authors  of  the  event  of  a  dramatic  piece."* 

At  length  the  first  day  of  its  representation  arrived,  and  as  I  could  not  go 
to  the  play,  being  hindered  by  a  commission  I  had  to  perform  for  his  grace, 
all  that  I  could  do  was  to  send  Sdpio  thither,  that  I  might  at  least  know  that 
very  evening  the  success  of  a  performance  in  which  I  interested  myself. 
After  having  waited  with  impatience,  I  saw  him  return  with  a  look  from 

*  Sp.  Metiot  Tarpa,  a  famous  critic  of  the  Auguttin  age :  bis  tribiinal  was  in  the 
temple  of  Apollo,  where  he  tat  with  foar  colleagues  to  judge  the  merit  of  all  theatrical 
pec&rmances  before  they  were  exhibited  on  the  stage. 
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which  I  conceired  abadomen.— <' Well,"  sudl,  ''howhath'TheCmmtde 
Saldagne '  been  received  by  the  public?"— ''Yerj  brutally,"  answered  be : 
*^  never  was  piece  more  barbarously  used.  I  came  away  incensed  at  the 
insolence  of  the  pit." — ''And  I,"  said  I,  "  am  incensed  at  the  fury  of  Nunnez 
in  composing  plays.  Must  he  not  have  lost  his  judgment  entirely,  to  prefer 
the  ignominious  shouts  and  hisses  of  an  audience  to  the  happy  lot  which.  I 
could  have  procured  for  him!"  Thus  through  friendship  did  I  invei^ 
against  the  Asturian  poet,  and  afflicted  myself  at  the  nusfortone  of  his 
piece,  whUe  he  exulted  in  the  event. 

Two  days  af^r,  he  actually  csme  to  my  house  in  a  transport  of  joy. 
**  Santillane,"  cried  he,  "  I  am  come  to  share  with  thee  the  extreme  pleasure 
which  I  feel.  In  composing  a  bad  play,  my  friend,  I  have  made  my  fortune. 
Thou  knowest  the  strange  reception  which  *The  Count  de  Saldagne'  met 
with ;  all  the  spectators  exclaimed  against  him,  as  if  for  a  wager,  and  to 
that  general  exclamation  I  owe  my  good  fortune." 

Astonished  to  hear  the  poet  Nunnez  talk  in  this  manner.  ''How! 
Fabrido^"  said  I,  "  is  it  possible  that  the  fall  of  thy  tragedy  cad  justify  this 
thy  immoderate  joy?" — "Tes,  sure,"  answered  he;  ''I  t<dd  thee  before 
that  Don  Bertrand  had  inserted  some  of  his  own  composition  in  my  piece, 
which  in  consequence  he  thought  excellent.  He  was  violently  piqued  to  find 
the  spectators  of  a  different  opinion,  and  this  morning  said  to  me,  '  Nuimei^ 
Vietrix  causa  diisplaadt,  sed  victa  Cai<mi :  if  the  public  is  displeased  with 
thy  production,  in  recompraee  it  pleases  me,  and  that  is  enough.  To  con- 
sole thee  for  the  bad  taste  of  the  age,  I  will  give  thee  two  thousand  crowns 
a-year  on  my  estate ;  let  us  go  instantly  to  my  notary,  and  have  the  deed 
drawn.'  We  went  thither  accordingly ;  the  treasurer  has  signed  the  deed, 
and  paid  me  the  first  year  in  advance." 

I  congratulated  Fabrido  on  the  unhappy  fate  of  'The  Count  de 
Saldagne/  since  it  had  turned  out  so  much  to  the  author^s-advantage. 
"  Thou  hast  reason,"  continued  he,  "  to  compliment  me  on  that  occasion ; 
how  happy  am  I  in  having  been  soundly  hissed  1  If  the  public  had  been 
kind  enough  to  honour  me  with  applause,  what  service  should  I  have  received 
from  it  ?  Nothing  of  consequence.  I  should  have  got  but  a  vevy 
moderate  sum  for  my  labours,  whereas  its  hisses  have  all  of  a  sudden  made 
me  easy  for  life." 


^A^: 


I,  WHO  DXFABTS  FOB 


1  c  pio  could  not  look  without  envy  upon 
the  unexpected  good  fortune  of  the  poet 
~~  nnez  wh  ch  was  the  sole  object  of  his 
diBcourse  during  eight  whole  days  "  I 
admire  sa  d  he,  "  the  caprice  of  Fortune, 
that  Bometunei  delights  in  loading  a  dctes- 
I  table  author  with  wealth,  while  she  leaves 
n  of  gen  qb  in  misery ;  I  wish  she  would 
take  t  m  her  head  to  enrich  me  also  in  the 
space  of  one  night," — "  That  may  very  well 
happen  said  I,  "and  much  sooner  than 
yonmay  magine  Thou  art  here  n  her  temple,  for  1  think  we  may  call  the 
prime  minister's  house  the  temple  of  Fortune,  where  favours  are  oft«n 
bestowed,  which  all  of  a  sudden  enrich  those  who  obtain  them." — "  That 
is  true,  sir,"  answered  he  ;  "  but  they  must  he  waited  for  with  patience." 
"  Once  more,  Scipio,"  said  I, "  make  yourself  easy ;  perhaps  you  are  on  tbe 
point  of  having  some  good  post."  A  few  days  after,  an  opportunity  actually 
offered  of  employing  him  advantageously  in  the  service  of  the  Count  Duke, 
and  I  did  not  let  it  escape. 

Discoursing  one  morning  with  Don  Raymond  Capons,  steward  of  tho 
prime  minister,  our  conversation  turned  upon  his  excelleucy's  revenues. 
*'  His  grace,"  said  he,  "  enjoys  the  commanderies  of  all  military  orders, 
whichare  worth  forty  thousand  crowns  per  annum,  and  he  is  obliged  to  wear 
the  cross  of  Alcantara  only.  Besides,  his  three  posts  of  great  chamberlain, 
master  of  the  horse,  and  grand  chancellor  of  the  Indies,  bring  in  two 
hundred  thousand  more  ;  and  all  that  is  nnthing  in  comparison  to  the 
immense  sums  which  he  draws  from  America.  I  will  teD  you  how :  when 
the  king's  ships  set  sail  from  Seville  or  Lisbon  for  that  country,  he  embarks 
on  board  of  them  wine,  oil,  and  com,  which  his  estate  of  Olivnrez  affords, 
and  he  pays  no  duty.     He  sells  those  commodities  in  the  Indies  for  four 


tixoM  the  [nice  irhich  they  vould  jietd  in  Spun,  then  cmployt  the  manef 
in  pnrchuiiig  ■pices,  colotin,  &nd  othei  things,  which  are  bought  for 
almut  nodung  in  that  new  world,  uid  aTteiwuds  ue  sold  at  a,  high  nie 
in  Europe,  He  has  already  got  many  milUona  by  this  traffic,  withoiU 
doing  the  least  prejudice  to  the  king.  What  will  not  surprise  yon," 
continiied  he,  "  it.  that  the  people  employed  in  transacting  this  com- 
merce  always  return  enriched,  the  Count  allowing  them  to  take  care  of 
their  own  fortune,  while  they  manage  hia." 

Coscolina's  son,  who  listened  to  our  diKonrse,  coold  not  hear  Don  Ray- 
mond talk  thua  without  interrupting  him.  "  Zooki  I  Slgnoi  Caporia,  I 
should  be  glad  to  be  one  of  these  pet^ile,  for  I  have  long  wished  to  aee 
Mexico." — "Yovr  cimoMtjmay  soon  be  enlislicti."  said  the  Eteivm-d  lo 
him,  "if  Signer  de  Santillane  has  no  objecllQii  to  your  licsirc.  Though 
I  am  very  nice  in  the  choice  of  those  wiiom  I  send  to  the  Indies  on  ihia 
employment  (for  I  choose  th«in  all),  I  will,  without  hesitation,  insert 
yon  in  my  register,  if  your  master  desires  it." — "  You  will  oblige 
me  in  so  doing,"  said  I  to  Don  Raymond  :  "  pray  give  me  that  mark  of 
your  friendship.  8ci|no  is  a  young  man  whom  I  love  ;  besidca,  be  has 
a  great  deal  of  nnderstanding,  and  will  bchuve  in  an  inrproacbable  man- 
ner.   In  a  word,  I  can  answer  for  him  as  for  my«clf.'' 

"  If  that  be  the  case,"  resumed  Capons,  "  let  hira  repair  immediately  to 
Serille  ;  the  ahipe  will  sail  for  the  Indien  in  a  month.  He  5h3,ll  bare  n 
letter  from  me  at  hi*-  departure,  for  a  man  who  will  give  hin  all  neceseary 
instnictiont  to  enrich  himself,  wtthoat  prtjudtcing  the  intarests  of  Us 
excellency,  which  must  ever  be  looked  upon  as  sacred." 

Scipio,  charmed  with  his  employmaot,  made  hsate  to  set  out  for 
Seville ;  with  a  thousand  crowns,  which  I  gave  him,  to  buy  wine  and  oil 
in  Aodalueia,  and  pnt  him  in  a  oonditiou  to  trade  in  the  ladies  on  his 
own  bottom.  NcTerthelees,  glad  »a  he  was  to  make  a  voyage  by  which 
he  hoped  to  profit  so  moch,  he  could  not  leave  me  without  aKgiiJing 
tears,  and  I  coold  not  behold  tus  d^aituie  with  indifierrace. 


BZZIS^E^III^ 


CHAPTER  XII. 


TMv  Aiiraonw  aa  lbtta  cohis  to  madud;  thb  hoiivx  or  bis 

JOOEIf  ST.     OIL  BLAB  IS  ATFltCTED  AT  TH.S  CAUIB,  BBT  BSJOICB^  At 

xas  coKssauxKCE  or  it. 


KXEDiAxmt:T  Scipio  vas  gone,  &  page 
belonging  to  the  minister  bronght  to  me 
ft  billet  conbuaing  thoie  wotda :  "  If 
Signor  dit  Santilluie  will  give  himKlf  the 
trouble  to  call  at  St.  Qabrisl's  Head,  in 
Toledo-street,  te  frill  there  see  one  of  his 
beat  friends."—"  Who  can  thia  anony- 
mmis  fnend  be?"  aaid  I  to  mj'seJiL 
"  Why  doea  he  cmueal  hia  name  ?  He 
wants,  I  siq^se,  to  g^ve  me  the  pleasun 
of  auiuise.  I  went  out  immediately  to 
-Toledo-street,  and  going  to  (he  appointed  place,  wu  not  a  little  astonished 
to  see  Don  Alphonso  de  Lavya.  "  Are  you  here,  my  lord,'  cried  I, 
"  Yes,  my  dear  Oil  Bias,"  answered  he,  hugging  me  close  in  his  anns ; 
"  it  is  Don  Alphonio  himself  whom  yon  see."—"  What  brings  yoa  to 
Madrid  ?  "  said  I.  **  I  will  both  surprise  and  afflict  yon,"  he  replied. 
"  in  telling  you  the  c«nse  of  my  journey.  I  am  deprived  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Valencia,  and  the  prime  minister  haa  ordered  me  to  court,  to 
g^re  an  account  of  my  conduct."  I  remained  a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour 
mute  and  thundeistmck ;  then  recovering  myself,  asked  what  he  waa 
accused  of.  "  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter,"  answered  he,  "  but  impute 
my  disgrace  to  a  visit  which  I  made  about  three  weeks  ago  to  the  Car- 
dinal Duke  of  Lenna,  who  has  been  a  month  confined  to  his  castle  of 

"  0 !  truly,"  said  I,  interrupting  him,  "  you  have  reason  to  attribute  your 
Busfortune  to  that  indiscreet  visit ;  you  need  seek  for  the  cause  of  it  no 
where  else ;  and  give  me  leave  to  say,  you  did  not  consult  your  usual 
prudence  when  you  went  to  visit  the  disgraced  minister." — "  The  error  is 
no  w  committed,"  sudhe, "  and  I  have  token  my  resolution  with  a  good  grace. 
I  will  retire  with  my  family  to  the  castle  of  Levya,  where  I  will  spend  the 
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rest  of  my  days  in  profound  peace.  All  that  gives  me  concern  is,  mj  heiag 
obliged  to  appear  before  a  haughty  minister,  who  may  possibly  treat  me 
anciyilly ;  a  sufficient  mortification  for  a  Spaniard  1  Nevertheless,  it  must 
be  borne :  but  before  I  would  make  this  submission,  I  was  willing  to  speak 
with  you.** 

*<My  lord,"  said  I,  *'don*t  present  yourself  before  the  minister,  until  I 
know  what  you  are  accused  of;  perhaps  the  evil  is  not  without  remedy.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  you  must  allow  me  if  you  please,  to  exert  myself  in  your  favour, 
tiS  much  as  gratitude  and  friendship  require."  So  saying;  I  left  him  at 
the  inn,  assuring  him  that  he  should  hear  from  me  soon. 

As  I  had  not  meddled  in  state  affairs  since  the  two  memorials,  of  whidi 
eloquent  mention  has  been  made,  I  went  to  Cam«'o,  and  asked  if  it  was  true 
that  the  government  of  Yaleneia  had  been  taken  from  Don  Alphonso  de 
Levya ;  he  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  but  said  he  was  ignorant  of  the  cause. 
Upon  this,  I  formed  a  resolution,  without  hesitation,  to  address  myself  to 
his  grace,  that  I  might  learn  from  his  own  mouth  what  cause  he  had  to  be 
offended  with  Don  C8esar*s  son. 

I  was  so  much  penetrated  with  this  troublesome  event,  that  I  had  no 
occa$ion  to  affect  a  meknoholylookto  appear  afflicted  in  the  eyes  of  the  Count 
Duke.  *'  What  is  the  matter,  Santtllane?"  said  he  as  soon  as  he  saw  me ; 
**  I  perceive  an  impression  of  sorrow  on  thy  countenance,  and  even  the  tears 
ready  to  drop  from  thine  eyes :  has  any  body  injured  thee  ?  Speak  and  thou 
shalt  be  revenged." — ** My  lord,"  answered  I,  weepii^  "I  would  not 
conceal  my  sorrow  from  you  if  I  could :  I  am  quite  in  despair,  being  tokl 
that  Don  Alphonso  de  Levya  is  no  longer  governor  of  Valencia ;  for  I  could 
not  have  heard  a  piece  of  news  that  would  affect  me  more." — *^  What  sayest 
thou,  Gil  Bias !"  replied  the  minister,  astonished ;  "  what  concern  canst  thou 
have  with  that  Don  Alphonso  and  his  government  T'  I  then  gave  him  a 
detail  of  all  the  obligations  I  lay  under  to  the  Lords  of  Levya :  and  after- 
wards recounted  in  what  manner  I  had  obtained  from  the  Duke  of  Lerma 
the  government  in  question  for  Don  Caesar's  son. 

When  his  excellency  had  heard  me  to  an  end,  with  an  attention  full  of 
kindness  for  me,  he  said,  "Dry  up  thy  tears,  my  friend.  I  not  only  was 
ignorant  of  what  thou  hast  told  me,  but  own  also  that  I  looked  upon  Don 
Alphonso  as  a  creature  of  the  Cardinal  of  Lerma :  put  thyself  in  my  place ; 
would  not  the  visit  which  he  made  to  his  eminence  make  thee  suspect  him  ? 
I  am  willing  to  believe,  however,  that  having  received  his  employment  from 
the  Cardinal,  he  took  the  step  out  of  pure  gratitude.  I  am  sorry  for  having 
displaced  a  man  who  owed  his  post  to  thee ;  but  if  I  have  destroyed  thy 
work,  I  can  repair  it.  I  will  even  do  more  for  thee  than  the  Duke  of  Lerma 
did  :  thy  friend  Don  Alphonso  was  no  more  than  governor  of  the  city  ol 
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Yalencia,  and  I  will  make  him  viceroy  of  the  kingdom  of  Arragon.  Thou 
mayest  go  and  infonn  (him  of  this  piece  of  news,  and  desire  him  to  come 
and  take  the  oaths." 

When  I  heard  these  words,  I  passed  from  the  extremity  of  grief  to  an 
excess  of  joy,  which  disturbed  my  intellects,  so  much,  that  my  disorder 
appeared  in  the  compliment  of  thanks  which  I  made  to  his  grace,  who  was 
not,  however,  displeased  at  my  confusion.  But  when  I  told  him  that  Don 
Alphonso  was  already  at  Madrid,  he  said  that  I  might  introduce  him  that 
very  day.  I  ran  immediately  to  the  St.  Grabriel,  where  Don  Caesar's  son 
was  overjoyed  to  hear  of  his  new  employment :  he  could  scarce  believe  what 
I  had  said,  so  improbable  did  it  seem  to  him,  that  the  minister,  whatever 
friendship  he  had  for  me,  was  tuipable  of  bestowing  vice-royalties  on  my 
recommendation.  I  conducted  him  to  the  Count  Duke,  who  received  him 
T&rj  politely,  and  told  hitn,'  he  had  behaved  so  well  in  his. government  of 
the  city  of  Valencia,  that  the  kid^  thinking  him  quaKfied  to  fill  a  higher 
place,  had  named  him  to  th^  yiceroyalty  of  Arragon.  **  Besides,'*  added 
he,  "that  dignity  is  not  aboV^e  your  bi1rth,'''and  the  nobility  of  Arragon 
cannot  murmur  at  the  choice  of  the  court." 

His  excellency  made  no  mention  of  me,  and  the  public  never  knew  the  part 
which  I  acted  in  thi^'affair ; '  a  circumsfimoe  that  saved  Don  Ai|)hon80  and 
the  minister  a  Ajneat  n^any  satiric^  remarks,  that  people  nnght  l)^ve  passed 
upon  a  viceroy  of  my  making* ,: 

As  soon  as  Don  Caesar's  son  was  certain  of  the  place,  he  despatchea  an 
express  to  Valencia  to  inform  his  faiKer  and  Seraphina  of  his  good  fortune, 
and  they  soon  came  to  Madrid :  their  first  care,  was  to  find  me  and  over- 
whelm  me  with  thanks.'  ^hat  a  moving  and  glorious  sight  was  it  for  me, 
to  see  myself  embraced  with  eagerness  by  the  three  persons  in  the  world 
whom  I  loved  most !  As  sensible  of  my  zeal  and  affection  as  the  honour 
which  the  post  of  viceroy  did  to  their  family,  their  expressions  of  gratitude 
to  me  were  infinite :  they  even  spoke  to  me  as  one  of  their  own  rank ;  they 
seemed  to  have  forgot  that  I  was  their  servant ;  and  thought  they  could 
never  enough  manifest  their  friendship.  To  suppress  useless  circumstances, 
Don  Alphonso  having  received  his  letters-patent,  thanked  the  king  and  his 
minister,  and  having  taken  the  usual  oaths,  set  out  with  his  family  from 
Madrid,  to  go  and  fix  his  abode  at  Saragossa,'*'  where  he  made  his  entrance 
with  all  possible  magnificence;  and  the  Arragonians  showed  by  their 
aodamations  that  they  were  very  well  pleased  with  the  viceroy  whom  I  had 
set  over  them. 


*  Saragossa,  formerly  Cssarea  Augusta,  an  ancient  city  upon  the  river  Ebro,  capital 
.of  the  kingdom  of  Arragon.    It  has  an  archbishop,  sovereign  council,  and  is  the  seat 
of  an  university  and  inquisition. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 


CIL  BI.U  HtSTI  DON  OlBTOir  DX  OOOCTLXOB  JLlT&DOIf  i.MDBSA  OF  TflSnX-. 
HILLAS,  1,T  THB  FALACK.  THE  COHCLUBIOM  OF  THX  BTOBT  OP  DOK 
OA.BTOM  A.KD  DOHMA.  HELENA.  DE  QJLLISTEO.  SAHTILLAKK  DOES  AN 
C  7IBCE  OF  aXETICK  TO  XOXSXBILLAS. 


BwAH  in  joy  for  hATing  SO  luckilj  changed 
a  duplaced  goTcmoi  into  &  liceroy :  even 
the  lords  of  Levya  weie  Icbb  pleased  at  it 
than  I  naa.  I  soon  had  another  opportu- 
nity of  employing  my  ctedit  for  a  iileDd ; 
which  I  think  I  should  relate,  to  persuade 
the  reader,  that  I  was  no  bnger  the  same 
QUBlaa  who  sold  the  faroura  of  the  court, 
under  the  preceding  ministry. 
Being  onedayin  the  king's  antechamber, 
diseonrsing  with  noWemen,  who,  knowing  my  situation  with  the  prime 
minister,  did  not  disdain  my  conversation,  I  perceived  in  the  crowd  Don 
Gaston  de  Cogollos,  that  state -prisoner  whom  I  had  left  in  the  tower  rf 
Segovia,  and  tjie  keeper  Don  Andrea  de  Toidesillas  along  with  him.  I 
immediately  quitted  my  company  to  goand  embrace  these  twofi  ieuds,  whom, 
if  they  were  astonished  to  see  me  there,  I  was  still  mote  so  to  meet  in  that 
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tdace*  After  «ome  warm  bugs  on  both  sides,  Don  Gaston  said  to  me, 
*'  Sigoor  de  Santillane,  we  bave  a  world  of  qaestions  to  ask  ttutiiallj^  and  this 
a  not  a  convenient  place  for  that  purpose  t  allow  me  to  oonduct  yon  to  a 
bouse  where  Signor  de  TordesUlas  and  I  will  be  glad  to  have  a  long  oonver- 
aation  with  you."  I  consented  to  this  proposal :  we  squeezed  through  the 
crowd,  and  going  oat  of  the  palace,  found  Don  Gaston's  coach  waiting  for 
ns  in  the  street.  We  went  into  it  all  three,  and  were  driven  to  the  great 
market«place,  where  the  bull-fights  are  performed,  and  there  CogoUos  lived 
in  a  very  handsome  house.  "  Signor  Gil  Bias,"  said  Don  Andrea,  when  we 
were  set  in  a  hall  magnificently  furnished,  '*  at  your  departure  from  Segovia 
vou  seemed  to  hate  the  court,  and  to  be  resolved  to  remove  fh>m  it  for 
ever." — "  That  was  actually  my  design,"  answered  I,  "  and  so  long  as  the 
late  king  lived  I  did  not  change  my  sentimentif;  but  when  I  understood  that 
the  prince  his  son  was  on  the  throne,  I  was  wilUng  to  see  if  the  new  mo- 
narch would  know  me  again :  he  did  recollect  me,  and  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  fEtvonrably  received :  he  himself  recommended  me  to  the  prime 
minister,  who  has  conceived  a  friendship  for  me,  and  with  whom  I  am  in  still 
greater  favour  than  ever  I  was  with  the  Duke  of  Lerma.  This,  Signor  Don 
Andrea»  is  what  1  had  to  tell  you.  Now,  pray,  let  roe  know  if  you  are  still 
keeper  of  the  tower  of  Segovia  ?"— *'  No,  indeed/'  he  replied  :  "  the  Count 
Duke  has  put  another  in  my  place  ;  in  all  probability,  believing  me  wholly 
devoted  to  his  predecessor." — "  And  as  for  me,"  said  Don  Gaston,  *'  I  was 
set  at  liberty  for  quite  a  contrary  reason.  The  prime  minister  no  sooner 
learned  that  I  was  imprisoned  at  Segovia  by  the  Duke  of  Lerma's  order, 
than  he  ordered  me  to  be  discharged.  It  now  remains,  Signor  Oil  Bias, 
to  inform  you  of  what  has  happened  to  me  since  I  hove  been  discharged." 
**  The  first  thing  I  did."  continued  he,  *'  after  having  thanked  Don  Andrea 
for  his  kindness  to  me,  during  my  confinement,  was  to  repair  to  Madrid,  and 
present  myself  before  the  Count  Duke  d'Olivarez,  who  said  to  me,  '  Don't 
be  afraid  that  the  misfortune  which  hath  happened  to  you  will  in  the  least 
prejudice  your  reputation  :  you  are  now  fully  justified ;  and  I  am  the  more 
convinced  of  your  innocence,  because  the  Marquis  of  ViDareal,  whose 
accomplice  yon  were  suspected  to  be,  was  not  guilty ;  for,  though  he  is  a 
Portuguese,  and  even  related  to  the  Duke  of  Braganza,  he  is  not  so  much  ia 
his  interests  as  in  those  of  the  king  my  master.  Your  intimacy  with  thati 
marquis  is  therefore  no  reproach  upon  you ;  and  in  order  to  repair  the 
injustice  which  you  suffered,  in  being  accused  of  treason,  the  king  has 
bestowed  upon  you  a  lieutenancy  in  the  Spanish  guards.'  I  accepted  the 
commission,  begging  that  his  excellency  would  allow  me,  before  I  idiould 
enter  upon  my  duty,  to  go  to  Coria,  and  visit  my  aunt  Do?na  Eleonora  d« 
Lazarilla.    The  minister  gave  me  leave  for  a  month,  and  I  set  out  accom- 
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panied  bj  one  lacquej  onlr.  We  had  already  passed  Colmenar,  and  were 
engaged  in  a  hollow  road,  between  two  moantains,  when  we  perceived  a 
cavalier  defending  himself  valiantly  against  three  men,  who  attacked  him 
altogether.  I  did  not  hesitate,  but  rode  to  his  succour,  and  put  myself  on 
his  side.  I  observed,  while  we  fought,  that  our  enemies  were  masked,  and 
that  we  had  to  do  with  vigorous  swordsmen :  however,  in  spite  of  their 
Birengtii  and  skill,  we  remained  conquerors ;  for  I  pierced  one  of  the  three, 
who  feU  from  his  horse,  and  the  odier  two  immediately  betook  themselves 
to  light.  The  victory,  indeed,  was  not  much  less  fatal  to  us  than  to  the 
wretch  whom  I  killed ;  since,  after  the  action,  my  companion  and  I  found 
omrselves  dangerously  wounded.  But  yon  may  guess  what  was  my  surprise, 
when  in  this  cavalier  I  recollected  Gambados,  the  husband  of  Donna  Helena  I 
He  was  no  less  astonished  when  he  saw  that  I  was  his  defender.  '  Ah,  Don 
Gaston !'  cried  he, '  was  it  yon  then  who  came  to  my  assistance  ?  when  you  so 
generously  espoused  my  cause,  you  little  thought  it  was  that  of  the  man  who 
had  deprived  yon  of  your  mistress.' — '  I  was  really  ignorant  of  it,*  answered 
I ;  '  but  had  I  known  yon,  do  3rou  imagine  that  I  should  have  scrupled  to  do 
what  I  have  done  ?  are  yon  so  much  mistaken  in  me,  as  to  think  me  so  base  ?* 
— *  No,  no,*  he  repKed,  '  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  your  virtue ;  and  if  !  die 
of  the  wounds  which  I  have  received,  I  hope  yours  will  not  hinder  yon  from 
profiting  by  my  death.' — '  Gambados,'  said  I,  '  although  I  have  not  yet  for- 
gotten Donna  Helena,  know,  that  I  don't  desire  to  enjoy  her  at  the  expense 
of  yoor  life ;  I  am  even  glad  of  having  contributed  towards  saving  you  from 
the  swords  of  three  assassins,  since  in  that  I  have  performed  an  action 
agreeable  to  your  wife.'  While  we  conversed  in  this  manner,  my  lacquey 
alighted,  and  approaching  the  dead  cavalier,  took  off  his  mask,  and  discovered 
featores  which  Gambados  immediately  knew.  '  It  is  Gaprara  P  cried  be;, 
'  that  perfidious  cousin,  who  out  of  spite  for  having  been  disappointed  of  a 
rich  estate  which  he  unjustly  disputed  with  me,  has  a  long  time  cherished 
the  desire  of  murdering  me,  and  at  length,  has  chosen  this  day  to  put  it  in 
execution ;  but  Heaven  hath  peimitted  him  to  fall  a  victim  to  his  own 
desigpa !' 

*'  Meanwhile  our  blood  flowed  apace,  and  we  grew  weaker  and  weaker ; 
neverthdess,  wounded  as  we  were,  we  had  strength  enough  to  go  to  the 
town  of  ViHarejo,  which  was  bat  two  gun-shots  from  the  field  of  battle. 
We  alighted  at  the  first  inn  we  came  to,  and  sending  for  surgeons,  one  was 
brought  who  had  the  reputation  of  being  very  expert  in  his  profession.  He 
examined  our  wounds,  which  he  found  dangerous ;  then  dressed  them,  and 
next  day,  after  having  taken  off  the  dressings,  declared  that  the  wounds  of 
Don  Bias  were  mortal ;  he  judged  more  fayourably  of  mine,  md  his  prog* 
ncstics  were  fulfilled. 
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**  Gambados,  hearing  his  doom,  thought  of  m)thiDg  but  pr«*paring  for 
death :  he  likewise  despatched  an  express  to  inform  his  wife  what  had  Imp- 
pened,  and  of  his  present  melancholy  situation ;  upon  which  Donna  Helena, 
setting  out  immediately,  soon  arrived  at  Yillarejo,  her  mind  disturbed  with  a 
disquiet  which  had  two  different  causes :  the  danger  in  wliich  her  husband  was, 
and  the  dread  of  feeling,  at  sight  of  me,  a  flame,  which  was  but  half  extin- 
guished, revive,  created  a  terrible  agitation  in  her  breast.  '  Madam,*  said 
Don  Bias,  when  she  came  into  his  presence,  '  you  arrive  time  enough  to 
receive  my  last  adieu :  I  am  going  to  die,  and  regard  my  death  as  the 
punishment  of  Heaven,  for  having  by  deceit  deprived  you  of  Don  Graston. 
Far  from  murmuring  at  my  fate,  1  exhort  you  to  restore  to  him  the  heart 
which  I  unjustly  seized/  Donna  Helena  answered  only  by  tears:  and 
truly  it  was  the  best  reply  she  could  make,  as  she  was  not  as  yet  so  much 
detached  from  me  as  to  forget  the  artifice  which  he  had  practised  to  make 
her  break  her  vows. 

*'  As  the  surgeon  had  prognosticated.  Gambados  died  of  his  wounds  in 
less  than  three  days,  while  mine  indicated  a  speedy  cure.  The  young  widow, 
who  was  wholly  engrossed  by  the  care  of  transporting  her  husband's  corpse 
to  Coi  in,  in  order  to  perforin  all  the  funeral  honours  which  she  owed  to  his 
ashes,  departed  from  Yillarejo,  afler  having  inquired  (through  mere  polite- 
ness) about  my  health.  As  soon  as  I  could  follow  her,  I  set  out  also  for 
Goria,  where,  my  recovery  being  completed,  my  aunt  Donna  Eleonora,  and 
Don  George  de  Galisteo*  resolved  that  Helena  and  I  should  be  married 
forthwith,  lest  fortune  should  again  part  us  by  some  unlucky  accident.  This 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  private,  on  account  of  the  too  recent  death  of  Don 
Bias ;  and  a  few  days  after  I  returned  to  Madrid  with  Donna  Helena.  As 
I  exceeded  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Gount  Duke  for  my  journey,  I  was 
afraid  that  he  had  given  to  another  the  heutenancy  which  he  had  promised 
to  roe :  but  he  had  not  disposed  of  it,  and  was  so  good  as  to  admit  the 
excuses  which  I  made  for  my  delay. 

*'  I  am  now,"  continued  Gogollos,  "Lieutenant  of  the  Spanish  guard,  am 
pleased  with  my  employment,  and  have  contracted  some  agreeable  friends  with 
whom  I  hve  very  happily." — "I  wish  I  could  say  as  much,"  cried  Don 
Andrea;  *'but  I  am  very  far  from  being  satisfied  vrith  my  condition:  I  have 
lost  my  post,  which  was  pretty  advantageous ;  and  I  have  no  friends  who 
have  credit  enough  to  procure  me  such  another." — "  Pardon  me  Signor  Don 
Andrea,"  said  I,  smiling,  '*  you  have  in  me  a  friend  who  is  good  for  some- 
thing. I  have  already  said  that  I  am  still  better  beloved  by  the  Gount 
Duke  than  ever  I  was  by  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  and  you  have  the  assurance 
to  tell  me,  to  my  face,  that  yoa  have  not  a  friend  who  can  procure  a  good 
post  for  you.  Have  I  not  once  -  before  done-  you  such  a  piece  of  service  ? 
90 
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Ecmembcr  that,  by  the  interest  of  the  Archbishop  of  Grenada,  J  ^«s  th« 
occasion  of  your  being  named  to  exercise  an  employment  at  Mexico,  where 
you  would  have  made  your  fortune,  if  lore  had  not  detained  yoain  the  dty 
of  Alicant ;  and  I  am  at  present  more  capable  of  sening  you,  having  the  ear 
of  the  prime  minister."—"  I  trust  wholly  to  you,  then,*^  replied  TdrdeslIIas ; 
••but,"  added  he  smiling  in  his  turn,  "pray  don't  send  me  to  New  Spain • 
1  would  not  go  thither,  if  I  was  to  be  made  chief  Judge  of  MeJttco.'* 

We  were  interrupted  in  this  part  of  our  covcrsation  by  Donna  HeWna, 
who  came  into  the  hall,  and  whose  amiable  person  equdkd  the  chamnng 
idea  which  I  had  formed  of  her  beauty.  "  Madam,"  said  Cogoilos  to  her, 
"  this  is  Signor  de  Santillane,  of  whom  you  have  heard  me  speak,  and  whose 
agreeable  company  hath  often  suspended  my  sorrows,  while  I  was  in  prison.*' 
"Yes,  madam,"  said  I  to  Donna  Helena,  "my  conversation  pleased  him, 
because  you  were  always  the  subject  of  it."  Don  George'k  daughter  made 
a  modest  reply  to  my  compliment :  after  which  I  took  my  leave  of  this 
oouple,  protesting  that  I  was  ravished  to  find  their  long  passion  was  at 
length  crowned  by  a  happy  marriage.  Then  addressing  myself  to  Tordesillas. 
I  desired  him  to  give  me  his  direction,  which  when  I  received,  "  Without 
bidding  you  adieu,  Don  Andrea,"  said  I,  "  I  hope,  in  less  than  ci^^t  days, 
you  will  see  that  I  have  power  as  well  as  friendship."  My  words  were 
soon  verified ;  the  very  next  day  the  Count  Duke  furnished  me  with  an 
occasion  to  oblige  the  keeper.  "Santillane,"  said  his  cxoelleocy,  "the 
place  of  governor  of  the  royal  prison  at  Valladoltd  is  vacant :  it  brings  in 
more  than  three  hundred  pistoles  per  annum,  and  I  am  resolved  to  bestow 
it  upon  thee."  "  I  would  not  have  it,  my  lord,"  answered  I,  "  were  it  worth 
ten  thousand  ducats  yearly :  I  renounce  all  posts  that  I  cannot  enjoy  with* 
out  removing  from  your  grace." — *•  But,**  resumed  the  minister,  "thon 
mayest  very  well  enjoy  this,  without  being  obliged  to  leave  Madrid  except 
to  go  sometimes  to  Valladolid,  to  visit  the  prison." — "Tou  may  aay  what 
you  please,'*  I  replied ;  "  I  will  not  accept  of  that  employment  but  on  con- 
dition that  I  shall  be  allowed  to  resign  in  favour  of  a  brave  gentleman  called 
Don  Andrea  de  Tordesillas,  formerly  keeper  of  the  tower  of  Segovia;  I 
should  love  to  make  him  that  present,  as  an  acknowledgement  for  the  kind 
treatment  I  received  from  him  during  my  confinement. 

The  minister,  laughing  at  this  discourse,  said,  "  I  see,  Gil  Bias,  thou  hast 
a  mind  to  make  a  governor  of  the  royal  prison,  as  thou  hast  made  a  viceroy. 
Well,  be  it  so,  my  friend;  I  give  to  thee  this  vacant  place  for  Tordesillas. 
But  tell  me  freely  what  advantage  thou  wilt  reap  firom  it :  for  I  don't  believe 
thee  fool  enough  to  employ  thy  credit  for  nothing." — "  My  lord,"  answered 
I,  "  ought  not  a  man  psy  his  debts  f  Don  Andrea,  in  the  moat  disinterested 
manner  did  me  all  the  serrict  he  could:  ought  not  I  to  requite  his  generoaityff 


"  Toa  en  become  reiy  disiDteTesled,  Ht.  SmtillBite,"  said  hia  exoellency ; 
"  I  think  you  were  not  so  mnch  ao  under  the  last  minister," — "  I  own  it," 
aaid  I ;  "  mj  morala  were  corrupted  by  bad  example ;  as  eTerytbia^  waa 
iben  put  to  sale,  I  oonformed  myatlf  to  the  fa'hion  ;  and  as  eyerTthing 
is  DOW  given  away,  I  have  resumed  my  integrity." 

1  procured,  thru,  the  guvi  foment  of  the  royal  prison  of  Talladolid  for 
Sun  Andrea,  whom,  in  a  little  time,  I  sent  to  that  city,  aa  well  sadsded 
«-ilh  hia  new  Kttleineat,  as  I  was  vith  the  opportunity  of  ac^oitting 
myavlf  of  the  obligutiua  I  owed  him. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


■Iniillinb  Tims  the  bobt  nunnbz  :    ai*  account  or  *hb  pbbsoiti 

WHOU  HE  FOUMD,  AND   THE    DISCOITIISB  WHICH    HE   HEABO  AT  HIS 

LUDOIKOS. 


KB  afternoon  I  was  seized  with  an  inclination 
of  Tisitiog  the  Asturian  poet,  being  curioas 
/  V)  know  how  he  waa  lodged.  I  went 
occordingly  to  'the  house  of  Signor  Don 
\  Bertrand  Gomez  de  Eibero,  and  asking  for 
'  Nunnea,  "  He  does  not  lire  here,"  said  tha 
porter ;  "  but  lodges  there  at  present,  having 
V  hired  the  back  part  of  that  house."  So 
saying  he  pointed  to  a  house  in  the  neigh- 
I  bouihood ;  wither  I  went,  and  after  having 
crossed  a  nnall  court,  entered  into  an  unfurnished  h^ll,  where  I  fonnd  my 
friend  Fabricio  still  at  table,  with  five  or  six  of  his  companions,  whom  he 
treated  that  d^-. 

They  had  almost  dined,  and  consequently  were  in  a  trim  for  disputing ; 
but  as  soonas  they  perceivcdme.theirnoisydiscoursesubdued  in  to  profound 
silence.  Nuanez  got  up  with  great  eagerness  to  receive  tne,  crying, 
"  Gentleman,  this  is  Signer  de  Saatillane,  who  is  so  good  as  to  honour  me 
with  a  visit ;  pray  join  me,  in  paying  your  respecta  to  the  favourite  of  the 
prime  minister."  At  these  words,  all  the  guests  got  up  to  salute  me  ;  and, 
infavourofthe  title  which  I  had  received,  treated  me  with  great  civility  and 
respect.  Although  I  was  neither  hungry  nor  thirsty,  1  could  not  excuse 
myself  from  sitting  down  at  the  table  with  them :  and  was  even  obliged  to 
honour  the  toast  which  they  had  proposed. 

As  I  Imagined  that  my  presence  was  a  check  upon  their  conversation. 
"  Gentlemen,"  said  I,  "  1  have  interrupted  your  discourse  ;  pray  resume  it, 
or  I  will  begone." — "These  gentlemen,"  said  Fabricio,  "  were  falking  of 
the  Iphigenia  of  Euripides.  The  bachelor  Melchior  de  Villeg^is,  who  is 
a  ci'itic  of  the  first  order,  was  asking  of  Signer  Don  Jacinto  de  Uomarata, 
what  was  the  most  interesting  circumstance  of  the  tragedy." — "Yes,"  said 
Don  Jacinto,  "and  lanswered  that  it  was  the  diinger  of  Iphigenia." — "And 
I,"  said  thcbachelor,  "replied  (and  lam  ready  to  demons  tratemy  assertion). 
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that  the  danger  is  not  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  sabjeet.*' — "What 
is,  then?"  ^Led  the  M  licentiate  Grabriel  de  Leon.  '*Tis  the  wind,''  said 
the  bachelor. 

The  whole  company  burst  out  into  laughing  at  this  rapartee,  which  I 
could  not  belicTe  serious.  I  thought  that  Melchior  pronounced  it  with  a 
view  of  enliyening  the  conversation :  but  I  did  not  know  this  virtuoso, 
who  was  a  man  that  did  not  at  all  understand  raillery.  "  Laugh  as  much 
as  you  please^  gentlemen/*  replied  he  drily,  *'  I  maintain  that  the  wind 
alone  ought  to  interest,  surprise,  and  move  the  spectator,  Figure  to  your- 
selves a  numerous  army  assembled  to  go  and  besiege  Troy :  conceive  all  the 
impatience  of  the  chiefs  and  soldiers  to  execute  that  enterprise,  that  they 
may  speedily  return  into  Greece,  where  they  have  leil  what  is  most  dear 
to  them,  their  wives,  children,  and  household  gods ;  in  the  mean  time,  a 
cursed  contrary  wind  detains  them  at  Aulis,  seems  to  nail  them  to  the  port, 
and  if  it  does  not  change,  they  cannot  go  and  besiege  the  city  of  Priam  : 
it  is  the  wind,  therefore,  which  constitutes  the  most  interesting  point  of 
that  tragedy.  I  share  with  ttie  Greeks,  I  espouse  their  cai  se ;  my  whole 
wish  is  the  departure  of  the  fleet  ;,^awi  I  see  with  indiSTereiice  the  danger 
of  Iphigenia,  since  her  death  is  the  only  means  of  obtaining  a  favourable 
"wind  from  the  gods." 

Yillcgas  had  no  sooner  done  speaking  than  the  laugh  was  renewed  at 
his  expense.  Nunnez  was  so  mischievioua  as  to  support  his  opinion,  that 
he  might  afford  more  game  to  the  raillers,  who  began  to  pass  a  great 
many  jokes  upon  the  wind ;  but  the  bachelor  beholding  them  all  with  a 
phlegmatic  haughty  look,  treated  them  as  ignorant  and  vulgar  minds.  I 
expected  every  moment  to  see  them  warm,  and  go  to  loggerheads,  the 
usual  end  of  their  dissertations :  but  I  was  balked  in  my  expectation ; 
they  were  contented  with  reviling  one  another,  and  withdrew  when  they 
had  eaten  and  drank  their  fill. 

When  they  were  gone,  I  asked  Fabricio  why  he  did  not  live  still  with 
his  treasurer ;  and  if  he  had  quarrelled  with  him.  **  Quarrelled  I"  answered 
he,  ''God  forbid;  I  am  more  in  favour  than  ever  with  Signor  Don 
Bertrand,  who  has  allowed  me  to  lodge  by  myself.  I  have,  therefore,  hired 
these  lodgings,  to  receive  my  friends,  and  make  merry  with  them  in  full 
liberty ;  which  is  oflen  the  case :  for  thou  knowest  that  f  am  not  of  a 
humour  to  leave  much  wealth  to  my  heirs ;  and  what  is  very  happy  for  me^ 
I  am,  at  present,  in  a  condition  of  enjoying  parties  of  pleasure  every  day.** 
— "  1  am  overjoyed  to  hear  it,  my  dear  Nunnez,"  said  I ;  "and  I  cannot 
help  congratulating  thee  again  upon  the  success  of  thy  last  tragedy :  the 
whole  eight  hundred  dramatic  pieces  of  the  great  Lope  have  not  brought 
him  one  fourth  of  what  thou  hast  got  by  thy  *  Count  de  Saldagne/  ** 
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HZUIHISTKBE   THIIMOXITEA.IID«DO« 


f  TTRiND  a  w}ioIe  month  almoit,  his  gract 
I  had  been  Baying  to  me  e»ery  day,  "  San. 
I  tilUne,  the  time  draws  nigh  when  I  riuH 
I'  aet  thy  address  to  work ;"  and  stiB  tfab 
,^  I  time  did  not  come.  At  lengfli,  faorwenr, 
K  ^iH  itaniTOd;  and  his  excellency  tpoke  to  me 
; '  ^^  in  these  words  :  "  It  is  reported  that,  in  Uie 
I  company  of  players  belonging  to  Toledo, 
>Kii-'  M  there  is  a  young  actress  whose  talents  mak* 
I  a  i^eat  noise;  it  is  said  that  she  danoa* 
I  andaings  diTinely,aDd  qvitecaptiTatMttie 
»pectalomhvherderlamntion.  lamaMured  also.thatBhehasaoonaiderabk 
■hare  of  beauty.  Sucli  a  genius  deserves  to  appear  at  oonrt.  Thekinglorec 
plays,  muHic,  and  dancing ;  and  he  mnst  not  be  deprived  of  the  pleseun  of 
seeing  and  hearing  a  person  of  saoheztrai»diiiary  merit.  I  hate  rasolvBd, 
therefore,  to  send  thee  to  Toledo,  to  judge  by  thyaelf  whether  or  not  she  ii 
actually  «uch  a  wonderful  actress.  I  will  be  governed  by  the  impressioB 
she  shall  make  upon  tbee,  as  I  depend  a  great  deal  on  thy  diBcemment."  I 
answered,  thai  I  should  gtve  his  grace  a  good  account  of  that  aAir;  U^ 
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prepared  for  mj  departure  with  one  lacquey  only^  whom  I  ordered  to  put 
off  the  minister's  lireryi  that  things  might  be  done  the  more  mysteriously. 
And  this  was  very  much  to  his  excellency *s  taste.  I  set  out  for  Toledo, 
where,  when  I  arrived,  I  alighted  at  an  inn  near  the  oastle.  Scarce  had  I 
set  my  foot  to  the  ground,  when  the  landlord,  taking  me,  doubtless,  for 
some  country  gentleman,  said  to  me,  Signor  Cavalier,  I  suppose  you  are 
come  to  town  to  see  the  august  ceremony  of  the  Auto  da  Fe,*  which  is  to 
be  performed  to-morrow.**  I  answered  in  the  affirmative,  thinking  it  more 
prudent  to  let  him  believe  that,  than  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  question* 
ing  me  about  my  coming  to  Toledo.  **  You  will  see/'  he  resumed,  "  one 
of  the  finest  processions  that  ever  happened :  there  are  (I  am  told)  more 
than  a  hundred  prisoners,  among  whom  they  reckoned  above  ten  who  are 
to  be  burnt." 

Next  mominp,  indeed,  before  sun-rise,  I  heard  all  the  bells  of  the  citjr 
tolling  and  this  melancholy  scund  was  to  advertise  the  people,  that  they 
were  going  to  begin  the  Auto  da  Fe.  Curious  to  see  this  solemnity,  I  put 
on  my  clothes  in  a  hurry,  and  repaired  to  the  inquisition.  All  along  the 
streets  through  which  the  procession  was  to  pass,  scaffolds  were  erected, 
upon  one  of  which  I  hired  a  place.  In  a  little  time  I  perceived  the  Domi- 
nicans, who  walked  ibremost,  preceded  by  the  banners  of  the  inquisition. 
These  good  fathers  were  immediately  followed  by  the  wretched  victims  who 
were  to  be  sacrificed  that  day  by  the  holy  office.  These  miserable  creatures 
walked  with  their  head  and  feet  bare,  each  having  a  wax  taper  in  his  hand, 
and  a  godfather  f  by  his  side.  Some  had  large  scapularies  of  yellow  stuff, 
gami^ed  with  St«  Andrew's  crosses  painted  red,  and  called  aan  benito ; 
others  wore  caroehas,  which  are  high  paper  caps  made  in  the  shape  of  a 
■ugar-loaf,  and  covered  with  flames  and  diabolical  figures. 

As  I  looked  attentively  at  these  unfortunate  people  with  a  compassion 
which  I  took  care  to  conceal,  that  I  might  not  suffer  for  it,  I  thought  I 
yecoUected,  among  those  who  had  their  heads  adorned  with  caroehas,  the 
reverend  Father  Hilary,  and  his  companion  Brother  Ambrose.  They 
passed  so  near  me  that  I  oould  not  be  mistaken.  "What  do  I  see  P'  said 
I  to  myself;  "  Heavoi,  wearied  with  the  dtsorderty  lives  of  these  wretches 
liath  delivered  them  at  last  to  the  justice  of  the  inquisition  I"  So  saying,  I 
ftk  mys^  seized  with  horror :  I  trembled  from  head  to  foot,  and  my  spirits 
fpere  ao  disordered^  that  I  bad  almost  swooned.  The  connexion  which  t 
enoe  had  with  these  rogues,  the  adventure  of  Xelva,  in  short  all  the  drcum- 

*  The  Act  of  Faith. 

t  People  naiMd  by  the  nqu&aitioD,  to  accompany  the  prisoners  tp  the  Auto  dm  Fe, 
ana  obliged  to  be  antwenkble  for  them. 
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ttaooes  of  my  correspondence  with  tbem,  presented  themselves  that  moment 
to  my  fancji  and  I  thought  I  could  never  be  thankful  enough  to  God,  for 
having  preserved  me  from  the  scapulary  and  carochas. 

When  the  ceremony  was  ended,  I  returned  to  the  inn,  trembling  at  the 
dreadful  spectacle  which  I  had  beheld ;  but  these  afflicting  images,  which 
disturbed  my  imagination,  dispersed  insensibly :  and  now  my  sole  study 
was  to  acquit  myself  handsomely  of  the  commission  intrusted  to  my  care.  I 
waited  impatiently  for  play-time  that  I  might  go  to  the  theatre,  judging  that 
to  be  the  most  proper  beginning  of  my  work :  and  as  soon  as  the  hour  came, 
I  went  thither,  and  sat  down  by  a  knight  of  Alcantara ;  with  whom  entering 
into  conversation ;  "  Signer,"  said  I  to  him,  *'  may  a  stranger  be  so  bold  as  to 
ask  you  one  question?" — "Signor  Cavalier,"  answered  he,  very  politely, 
"I  should  think  it  an  honour.'* — "  I  have  heard  the  actors  of  Toledo^"  I 
returned,  **  very  much  extolled ;  pray,  have  I  been  misinformed  ?" — "  No,** 
replied  the  knight,  *'  their  company  is  not  bad :  nay,  there  are  great  players 
among  them.  You  will  see  among  others,  the  fair  Lucretia,  an  actress  of 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  will  surprise  you  very  much.  I  shall  have  no 
occasion  to  point  her  out  to  you ;  when  she  appears,  you  will  easily  distin- 
guish her  from  the  rest.'*  I  asked  if  she  was  to  play  that  evening ;  and 
he  told  me  she  would,  observing  at  the  same  time«  that  she  had  a  very 
shining  part  to  act  in  the  piece  which  was  going  to  be  represented. 

The  play  began ;  and  two  actresses,  who  had  neglected  nothing  which 
could  contribute  towards  rendering  them  charming,  appeared  on  the  stage  : 
but,  in  spite  of  the  lustre  of  their  diamonds,  I  took  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  for  her  whom  I  expected.  At  length,  Lucretia  walked  forward  from 
the  bottom  of  the  stage ;  and  her  appearance  was  saluted  by  a  long  and 
general  clapping  of  hands.  ''  Ah !  there  she  is,"  said  I  to  myself:  *' what 
a  noble  air !  what  grace !  what  fine  eyes !  O  the  divine  creature !"  I  was 
actually  very  well  pleased,  or  rather  passionately  struck  with  her  person.  On 
hearing  her  recite  the  first  couplet,  I  fi)und  she  had  nature,  fire,  and  under- 
standing above  her  age ;  and  I  willingly  joined  my  applause  to  that  which 
she  received  from  the  whole  audience*  during  the  performance." — "Well," 
said  the  knight  to  me,  **  you  see  how  Lucretia  ia  caressed  by  the  pubHc."— ^ 
''  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  it,"  answered  I.  "Ton  would  be  less  so  still, " 
said  he,  **if  you  had  heard  her  aing.  She  ia  a  perfect  syien.  Woe  be  to 
those  who  listen  I  Her  dancing  is  no  less  formidable.  Her  steps,  as 
dangerous  as  her  voice,  charm  the  eye,  and  force  the  heart  to  yidd." — 
"  If  that  be  the  case^"  cried  I,  "  it  must  be  owned  she  is  a  prodigy !  What 
happy  mortal  has  the  pleasure  of  ruining  himself  for  such  an  admirable 
creature?" 

*'She  has  no  declared  lover,"  said  he;  "and  even  scandal  has  not  as 
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yet  iBTolTad  her  in  any  prirate  intrigue.  Nerertheless,*'  added  he«  "  this 
may  soon  be  the  case ;  for  Lucretia  is  under  the  conduct  of  her  aunt  £stel]a» 
who  is  certainly  the  most  expert  of  all  the  actresses."  At  the  name  of 
Estella,  I  interrupted  the  knight  with  precipitation^  to  ask  if  that  Estella  was 
an  actress  of  the  Toledo  company,  "  She  is  one  of  the  best  of  them,"  said 
he :  "  she  has  not  acted  to-day,  and  we  have  suffered  by  her  absence ;  she 
usually  plays  the  part  of  the  waiting^woman,  which  she  performs  to  admi- 
ration. Her  action  is  full  of  spirit ;  perhaps  too  full ;  but  it  is  an  agreeable 
faulty  which  ought  to  be  forgiven."  The  knight  told  me  wonders  of  this 
Estella ;  and»  by  the  picture  he  drew  of  her  person,  I  never  doubted  that 
it  was  Laura,  that  same  Laura  of  whom  I  have  spoken  so  much  in  my 
history,  and  whom  I  had  left  at  Grenada. 

However,  to  be  more  certain  still,  after  the  play,  I  went  behind  the  scenes ; 
and  casting  my  eyes  around*  found  her  in  the  tiring-room,  talking  to  some 
gentlemen,  who,  perhaps,  regarded  her  only  as  the  aunt  of  Lucretia.  I 
advanced  to  salute  Laura ;  but  whether  through  whim,  or  in  order  to  punish 
me  for  my  precipitate  departure  from  Grenada,  she  pretended  not  to  know 
me,  and  received  my  civilities  so  drily,  that  I  was  a  little  disconcerted. 
Instead  of  upbraiding  her  in  a  laughing  humour  for  her  cold  behaviour 
towards  me,  I  was  fool  enough  to  be  nettled  at  it ;  I  even  retired  hastily, 
resolving,  in  my  passion,  to  return  next  day  to  Madrid.  "  To  be  revenged 
of  Laura,"  said  I  to  myself,  "her  niece  shall  not  have  the  honour  of 
appearing  before  the  king :  for  this  purpose,  I  can  give  to  the  minister  such  a 
description  of  Lucretia  as  I  please ;  I  have  no  more  to  do  but  to  tell  him 
that  ^e  danoes  with  a  bad  grace,  that  she  has  a  squeaking  voice,  and  in 
short,  that  her  charms  consist  in  her  youth  only.  I  am  sure  his  excellency, 
after  thai,  will  have  no  inchnation  to  bring  her  to  court. 

Sach  was  the  vengeance  I  meditated  against  Laura,  for  her  behaviour  to 
me ;  but  my  resentment  did  not  last  long :  next  day,  just  as  I  was  about  to 
depart,  a  page  entered  my  chamber,  and  said,  <*  Here  is  a  letter  for  Signor 
de  Santillane." — "  I  am  the  person,  my  child,"  answered  I,  taking  the  lett^, 
which  contained  these  words:  "Forget  the  manner  in  which  you  was 
received  last  night  in  the  tiring-room,  and  be  so  good  as  to  follow  the  beareiv'* 
I  immediately  took  the  page  for  my  conductor,  who,  when  we  were  near 
•the  play«house,  introduced  me  into  a  very  handsome  house,  where  I  found 
Laura  at  her  toilette,  in  a  very  genteel  apartment. 

She  got  up  to  embrace  me,  sayings  '*  Signor  Gil  Bias,  I  know  that  you 
have  no  cause  to  be  pleased  with  the  reception  yon  met'with,  when  you 
came  to  salute  me  in  our  tiring-room ;  an  old  friend,  like  you,  had  a  right 
to  expect  more  civil  treatment ;  but  I  must  tell  you,  for  my  excuse,  that  I 
was  then  in  a  very  bad  humour.    When  you  appeared,  I  was  qinte  engrossed 
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hy  lome  icandaloiui  disooune  which  onie  of  our  gpetitkinsii  had  ntteied 
•gainst  my  nieoe^  whose  honoar  is  dearer  to  me  than  my  own.  Yoor  auddea 
retreat^*'  added  she,  ''made  me  immediately  recollect  mjself;  and  thai 
moment  I  ordered  my  |Mge  to  foUowyQU  to  yoiir  ]odgin§^  Vbat  I  might  to-day 
make  amends  for  my  faolt." — "  That  is  abeady  done,  my  dear  Laura,"  said 
I :  "  let  us  talk  no  more  of  that  matter :  let  ns  rather  inform  (me  another  of 
what  has  happened  to  us  since  the  unlucky  day  in  which  the  dread  of  juat 
diaatisement  made  me  quit  Grenada  with  great  precipitation.  I  left  yon, 
you  may  remember,  in  pretty  great  perplexity :  pray  how  did  you  extricate 
yourself?  Had  you  not  occasion  for  all  your  address  to  appease  your 
Portuguese  lover?*' — "Not  at  all,**  replied  Laura :  "don't  you  know  that 
in  such  cases  the  men  are  so  weak,  that  they  sometimes  even  spare  the  womeOL 
the  trouble  to  justify  themselves?  I  affirmed,"  continued  she,  "to  the 
Marquis  of  Marialva,  that  thou  wast  my  brother.  Pardon  me,  Mr.  Santil*^ 
lane,  if  1  speak  to  you  as  familiarly  as  heretofore :  but  I  can*t  get  rid  of  my 
old  habits.  I  tell  thee^  then,  that  I  brasened  it  out.  '  Don*t  ypu  see,*  said 
I  to  the  Portuguese  nobleman,  'that  all  this  is  the  work  of  jealousy  and  rage  2 
Nardssa,  my  comrade  and  rival,  incensed  to  see  me  in  quiet  possession,  of  a 
heart  of  which  she  is  balked,  has  played  me  this  trick:  she  has  bribed  the 
under  candle-snuffer,  who,  as  the  minister  of  her  resentment,  has  the  impu- 
dence to  say  that  he  has  seen  me  Arsenia's  chambermaid.  Nothing  can  be 
more  false ;  the  widow  of  Don  Antonia  Coello  always  entertained  sentiments, 
too  noble,  to  humble  herself  so  low  as  to  serve  an  actress.  Besides  what 
proves  the  falsity  of  the  accusation,  and  the  conspiracy  of  my  accuser^  is  the 
precipitate  retreat  of  my  brother :  if  he  was  present,  he  might  oonfound  thear 
slander ;  but  Nardssa  has,  doubtless,  employed  some  n^  artifice  to  make 
him  disappear.'  Though  these  reason^"  pursued  Laura»  "made  but  an 
indifferent  ajiology,  the  Marquis  was  so  good  as  to  b»  satisfied  with  it;  and 
'that  good-natured  nobleman  continued  to  love  me,  until  the  day  of  hia 
departurefrom  Grenada,  on  his  return  to  Portugal.  Indeed»hedidnotstay 
long  after  thee:  and  the  wife  of  Zapata  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  me  lose 
the  lover  of  whom  I  had  deprived  her.  After  that,  I  lived  some  yeacs  at 
Grenada ;  then  a  division  happening  in  our  company,  which  is  often  the 
case,  all  the  players  separated:^  some  went  to  Seville,  others  to  Cordova ; 
and  I  came  to  Toledo^  where  I  have  been  ten  years  with  my  niece  Luereti^j 
whom  thou  must  have  seen  act.  last  night,  since  thou  wast  at  the  play." 

I  could  not  help  kughing  in  this  place;  and  Laura  asking  the  oansc^ 
"  Can't  you  guess  ?"  saidX;  "  you  have  neither  brother  nor  sister,  and*  rf 
consequence  cannot  be  Lucretia*s  aunt.  Besides,  when  I  caleolate  the 
time  which  hath  elapsed  since  our  separation,  and  compare  it  with  ^  i^. 
of  your  niece^  I  cannot  help  tlunking  that  yoaaremcHre  nearly  related*  . 
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'^1  understand  yoa,  Mr.  Gil  Bias,**  replied  Don  Antonia's  widow, 
reddenings  *' what  a  chronologist  jou  are !  it  is  impossible  to  make  you 
belieye  it.  Well  then,  my  friend,  Lucretxa  is  my  daughter  by  the  Marquis 
of  Marialva;  she  is  the  fruit  of  our  correspondence ;  I  can  no  longer  conceal 
it  from  thee." — "What  a  great  effort  you  make,  my  princess,"  said  I,  **in 
revealing  that  secret,  after  having  imparted  to  me  your  adventures  with  the 
steward  of  the  hospital  of  Zamora.  I  must  tell  you,  moreover,  Lucretia  is 
a  maid  of  such  singular  merit,  that  the  public  can  never  be  thankful  enough 
to  you  for  having  made  such  a  present  to  it.  It  were  to  be  wished,  that  all 
your  comrades  had  done  the  same."  If  some  mischievous  reader,  in  this 
place,  recollecting  the  private  conversation  which  I  had  with  Laura  at 
C^enada,  while  I  was  secretary  to  the  Marquis  of  Marialva,  suspects  that  I 
might  have  disputed  with  that  nobleman  the  honour  of  being  Lucretia't 
fiither,  it  is  a  suspicion  the  justice  of  which  I  must  avow  to  my  shame.  I 
recounted  my  principal  adventures  to  Laura,  in  my  turn,  and  made  her 
acquainted  with  my  present  situation.  She  listened  to  my  narration  so 
attentively  as  to  show  that  it  was  far  from  being  indifferent  to  her :  and 
when  I  had  finished  it,  **  Friend  Santillane; "  said  she,  "  I  find  you  act  a  very 
considerable  part  on  the  theatre  of  the  world ;  and  you  cannot  imagine  how 
much  I  am  overjoyed  at  your  good  fortune.  When  I  shall  bring  Lucretia 
to  Madrid,  with  an  intention  to  introduce  her  into  the  Prince's  company.  I 
flatter  myself  that  she  will  find  a  powerful  protector  in  Signor  de  Santillane ;" 
"Never  doubt  that,"  answered  I:  "you  may  depend  upon  me:  I  will 
procure  your  daughter's  admittance  into  the  Prince's  company  whenever 
you  please ;  that  is  what  I  can  promise,  without  presuming  too  much  upon 
my  power." — "  I  would  take  you  at  your  word,"  replied  Laura,  "  and  set 
out  for  Madrid  to-morrow,  were  I  not  restricted  to  this  place  by  engage- 
ments with  our  company." — "An  order  from  court  can  break  these  ties," 
said  I«  "and  you  shall  receive  one  in  less  than  eight  days.  I  shall  be 
pleased  in  taking  Lucretia  from  the  Toledans :  such  a  handsome  actress  is 
destined  for  courtiers,  and  properly  belongs  to  us." 

Lucretia  entered  the  room  just  as  I  had  pronounced  these  words :  and 
seemed  so  pretty  and  engaging,  that  I  took  her  for  the  goddess  Hebe.  She 
had  just  risen ;  and  her  natural  beauty  shining  without  the  help  of  art, 
presented  a  ravishing  object  to  my  view.  "  Come,  niece,"  said  her  mother 
to  her,  "  come  and  thank  this  gentleman  for  his  friendship :  he  is  an  old 
acquaintance  of  mine,  who  has  great  interest  at  court,  and  intends  to 
introduce  us  both  into  the  Princess  company."  These  words  ssemed  to  give 
pleasure-  to  the  dear  girl,  who  made  me  a  low  curtsey ;  and  said,  with  an 
enchanting  smile.  "I  most  humbly  thank  you  for  your  obliging  intention ; 
bat  in  taking  me  from  the  people  by  whom  I  am  beloved  are  you  sure  that 


BOOK    XII. — CHAP.   I. 


lahallpleMe  ihe  andience  at  Madrid?  I  ahall.  perhaps,  lose  by  thechangs. 
I  remember  to  h&ve  heard  myaunt  say,  that  ihe  haa  aeeii  acton  caressed 
in  one  place,  and  hiaaed  in  another ;  and  this  gires  me  some  concero :  be- 
ware of  exposing  me  to  the  coDlempt,  and  yourself  to  the  reproachea  of  the 


court."— "  Fair  Liicretia,"  ansivered  I,  "neither  yon  nor  I  ha*e  reason  to 
be  apprehensive  of  that:  I  rather  fear  that,  by  in&amiiig  all  that  behold  yon, 
yon  will  create  some  misunderstanding  among  our  grandees." — "  The  fea« 
of  my  niece,"  said  Laura,  "  is  better  founded  than  yours :  but  I  hope  they 
axe  both  vain ;  if  Lucretia  cannot  make  a  noise  by  her  charms,  in  recom- 
pense, she  is  no  contemptible  actress." 

Our  conversation  lasted  some  time  longer;  and  I  had  reason  to  conclude, 
from  every  thing  which  Lucretia  said,  that  she  was  a  maid  of  a  saperior 
genius.  I  then  took  my  leave  of  the  two  iadiea,  aasuring  tbrm,  that  thej 
should  soon  have  an  order  from  court  to  repair  to  Madrid. 
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■  ANTILLANK  BtVBS  AN  ACCODNT  OI>  HIB  COMHIBSION  TO  THK  MIMIBTBB, 

WHO  BMPLoya  Biu  TO  bbino  lucrktia  to  uadrid.    ibk  arrival  or 

TBAT  ACTKHa,  AMD  HBR  APFIARAHCB   AT  COURT. 


tmy  return  to  HadritI,  I  found  the  Count 
Duke  very  impatient. to  know  the  saccesB  of 
my  journey.  ."  GitBlaa,"  said  he,  "  hut 
thoa  ieen  thisqame  actrees;?  Is  ehe  worth 
brb'ging  to  court  ?" — "  Mylord,"  I  replied, 
"Fame,  nbichvsakllyprustsbea'ntiei  more 
than  they  deaeYre,  hae  not  said  -enough  in 
'commendation  Ofvoung  LneTetid;  the  ia  an 
I  admirable  creatnft,' botli  da"'  to  her  person 
and  talenta."—"  Is  it  pdisiblfe  ?"-'6ried  the 
minister,  with  an  in irard  saflsfactioit,  whiqb  iread  In  hia  eyes, '^d  which 
rnade  me  believe  that  he  had  sent  me  to  Toledo  on  Ma  own  acconnt,  "  ia 
it  possible  that  she  can  be  so  amiable!" — "  When  you  have  teen  her," 
answeredl,"youwillown,thatnoeulogium  can  do  justice  Co  her  charms." 
—"  Santillane,"  said  his  eicellency, "  give  me  a  faithful  relation  of  thy  jour- 
ney ;lshall  be  very  glad  to  hear  it."  To  satisfy  my  master,!  then  recounted 
all,  even  the  history  of  Laura  inclusively.  I  told  biro,  that  this  actresa 
had  Lucretia  by  the  Marquia  of  Marielva,  a  Portuguese  nobleman,  who 
■topping  at  Grenada  on  hia  travels,  fell  in  love  with  her.  In  short,  when 
I  had  recounted  to  his  grace  every  thing  that  had  happened  between  the 
two  actresses  and  me,  he  said,  "  I  am  overjoyed  to  bear  that  Lucretia  ia 
the  daughter  of  a  man  of  quality;  that  circumstance  interests  me  mora 
in  her  behalf;  she  moat  be  brought  to  town.  But,"  added  he, "  continue 
aa  thou  haat  begun ;  let  Dot  me  appear  in  it :  every  thing  must  pasa  in 
the  name  of  Oil  Bias  de  Santillane." 

I  went  and  told  Caroero,  that  hia  excellency  desired  him  to  expedite  an 
order,  by  which  the  king  received  into  his  company  Eetella  and  Lucretia, 
two  actresses  of  Toledo.  "  Aha  I  Signor  de  Santillane  I"  said  Camero, 
with  a  satirical  smile ;  "  yea,  jou  ahalt  be  serred  immediataljr,  since,  in  all 
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app«ftraitce,  you  intereit  yoimelf  for  thue  two  ladiei,"  At  tko  mbm 
time  he  wrote  an  atdts  with  his  own  hand,  and  driivond  it  lo  tne  to  ba 
expedited ;  so  that  I  sent  it  bitanll;  to  Eatella  by  the  same  Ucque;  who 
had  attended  me  to  Toledo.  Eight  daja  after,  the  mother  and  daughtu 
amring  at  Madrid,  took  lodgings  hatd  by  the  Prince's  company,  and  their 
first  care  waa  to  give  me  notice  of  It  by  a  billet.  I  visited  them  immo- 
diately,  where,  after  a  thousand  offers  of  service  on  my  side,  and  as  many 
acknowledgments  on  theira,  I  left  them  to  prepare  for  their  first  public 
appearance,  which  I  wished  might  be  brilliant  and  sncceasful. 

They  advertised  themselves  as  two  new  actresses,  whom  tlie  Prince's 
company  had  received  by  an  order  from  court;  and  they  began  with  a 
comedy  which  they  had  often  acted  at  Toledo  with  applause.  In  what  part 
of  the  world  are  new  sighti  disregarded  f  The  play-Uuuse  \\ub  th^t  duy 
filled  with  an  eilraordinary  conconrse  of  epectuiore  ;  and  you  may  well 
imagine  thatldid  notfail  to  be  there.  Isuffered  a  little  before  the  piece 
began;  and  pr^MsseBsedasI  was  in  favour  of  tlic  telcnM  both  of  mother 
and  daughter,  I  trembled  for  them,  so  much  %'ss  1  interested  in  their 
success.  But  scarce  had  they  opened  their  mouths,  when  my  fear  wbj 
banished  by  the  applause  which  they  received.  Sslella  n-as  looked  upon  as 
a  consummate  comio  actress,  and  Lucretia  u  aptodigy  in  tender  parts.  This 
last  captivated  all  hearts.  Someadmiredthebeaalyof  her  eyes,  others  were 
touched  by  the  sweetness  of  hei  voice;  andevery  body  struck  vriih  ihe  graces 
and  brilliancy  of  her  youth,  weut  away  enchant«d  by  bet  appearance. 

The  Count  Duke,  being  more  interested  than  limagined  in  the  first  essay 
of  this  actress,  was  at  the  play  that  evening;  and  I  saw  him  go  out  about 
the  end  of  the  performance,  sesmingly  very  well  satisfied  nitb  oui  two  new 
players.  Curious  to  know  if  he  was  really  affected  with  their  succeaa  I 
followed  him  home,  and  going  into  his  closet  just  after  him:  "Well,  my 
lord,"  said  I,  "  is  your  CEcellency  satisfied  with  young  Marialva  ?"— "  Uj 
exellency,"  answered  he,  smiling,  "  wotdd  be  very  nice  indeed,  if  I  refuaed 
to  join  my  vote  to  that  of  the  public.  Yes,  child,  I  am  charmed  with  thy 
Lucretia,and  Idon't  doubt  that  the  king  will  he  pleased  when  he  sees  her. 


B — ^fi^: 


CHAPTER  lit. 


A  DRKAT  VOIBM  AT  COOTIT,  ANO  A 


HC  appeYBncB  of  two  new  actreasea  aoon 
madeanoiae  at  court;  the  Terynextdayit 
was  spoken  of  at  the  king's  levee.  Some 
noblemen  extolled  jronng  Lucrctia  in  par- 
tiCQlar,uid  drewsnth  a  beantifalpicturecf 
her,  that  the  monarch  waa  stmck  with  it ; 
but  diaaembling  the  Trnpression  which  their 
diBcouraemade  aponhia  heart,  he  aeeraedto 
take  no  notice  of  what  they  aaid.  Never- 
theleaa,  aa  aoon  as  be  found  himself  alone 
with  the,  CoDBt  Duke,  he  uked  who  was  this  actress,  whom  they  praised  so 
much.  The  minister  answered  that  she  was  ayoangplayer  of  Toledo,  who 
had  made  her  firat  appearance  the  preceding  night  with  f^at  success. 
"  Bhe  is  called  Lucretia,"  added  he,  "  a  name  very  suitable  to  people  of 
her  profession.  She  is  an  acquaintance  of  Santillane'a,  who  spoke  ao 
much  in  het  favour,  that  1  thought  proper  to  receive  her  into  yonr  ma- 
jeaty's  company." 

The  king  snuited  when  he  beard  my  name  mentioned,  because  he  remem- 
bered, perhaps,  at  that  moment,  that  itwaa  I  who  had  made  him  acquainted 
with  Catalina,  and  foresaw  that  I  should  do  him  the  same  service  on  this 
occasion.  "  Count,"  said  be  to  the  minister, "  I  will  go  to.morrow  and  see 
this  Lncretia  act.     Take  care  to  advertise  her  of  my  intention." 

The  Count  Duke  having  repeated  this  conversation  to  me,  and  informed 
me  of  the  king's  deaign,  aent  me  to  impart  it  to  out  two  actresses.  "  I 
ooms,"  said  I  to  Laura,  who  was  the  first  I  met,  "  to  tell  you  a  piece  of 
great  newt ;  you  will  to-moirow  hare  among  yonr  spectators  the  sovereign 
of  this  monarchy;  this  is  what  1  am  ordered  by  the  ministry  to  acquaint 
yon  with.  I  don't  doubt  that  your  daughter  and  you  will  do  your  utmost 
to  dasem  the  btmonr  which  the  king  intends  yon;  but  I  advise  yon  to 
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choose  A  pieee  in  which  there  is  hoth  <fanriiig  and  nmie^  that  he  mwe^nAvsm 
all  the  talents  of  Lucretia together." — "We  will  take  jommMte,**  i«[died 
Laara»  "  and  do  all  in  our  power  to  amuse  the  prince." — *'  He  cannot  fiyi 
of  bdng  pleased,"  ssid  I,  seeing  Lneretia  come  in,  in  a  dishabille,  wlach 
gave  her  more  charms  than  the  most  superb  theatrical  diess.  **  He  wiU be 
so  much  the  more  satiafied  with  your  lordj  nieces  as  he  loves  singing  and 
dancing  above  all  other  entertainments ;  who  knows  bat  he  maj  be  tempted 
to  throw  the  handkerddef  at  her  V*—"  I  don't  at  aH  wish,*'  replied  Laan, 
"that  he  may  have  any  such  temptation ;  notwithstanding  his  beinga  vety 
powerfol  monardi,  he  might  find  obstacles  to  the  aeoomplishmeat  of  his 
desires.  Lneretia  is  yirtuous,  though  bred  behind  the  scenes ;  snd  wfaal^ 
ever  pleasure  she  may  feel  in  seeing  herself  applauded  on  the  stage^  she 
would  much  rather  pass  for  a  modest  giri  than  for  a  good  actress." 

"  Why  should  my  aunt, "  said  young  Marialva,  joining  in  the  cooTeraatioi^ 
"form  such  chimeras  to  fight  with  ?  I  shall  never  be  (^ged  to  repukethe 
sighs  of  the  king :  the  delicacy  of  his  taste  will  save  him  from  the  repioacfaes 
he  would  deserve^  if  he  could  humble  his  attention  to  me." — "but  chcmi- 
ing  Lucretia,"  said  I,  "should  it  happen  that  the  prince  would  attadi 
himself  to  you,  and  choose  you  for  his  mistress,  would  you  be  so  erad  as 
to  let  him  la]:]^;uish  in  your  chams,  like  an  ordinary  loverl"*— "Why 
not?"  answered  she.  "Yes,  doubtless:  and  though  virtue  were  out  of 
the  question,  my  vanity  could  exult  much  more  in  resisting  than  in  yidd^ 
ing  to  his  passion."  I  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  hear  apupil  of  Laura 
talk  in  this  manner:  and  left  the  ladies,  praising  the  last  for  havaig 
bestowed  such  good  education  on  the  other. 

Next  day,  the  king,  impatient  to  see  Lucretia,  went  to  the  play.  They 
acted  a  p^ormance  mixed  vrith  songs  and  dances,  in  which  our  young 
actress  shone  very  mudi.  From  the  b^;inning  to  the  end,  I  kept  my  eyes 
fixed  on  the  moiurch,  and  in  his  looks  endeavoured  to  read  his  thoughts ; 
but  he  baffled  my  penetratioD,  by  an  air  of  gravity  which  all  aloug  he 
afiected  to  preserve.  I  did  not  learn  till  next  day  vrhat  I  was  so  desirous 
to  know.  "Santillane,"  said  the  minister  to  me,  "I  have  just  left  the 
king,  who  has  spoken  to  me  of  I^icretia  veith  so  much  vivacity  that  I  am 
convinced  he  is  csptivated  by  that  young  player :  and  as  I  told  him  that 
thou  wast  the  occasion  d  bringing  her  from  Toledo,  he  said  he  diouM  be 
glad  to  talk  vrith  tiiee  in  private  on  that  subject.  Go  instantly  and  present 
thysdf  at  his  chs*nber-door,  where  there  is  an  order  already  given  to  admit 
thee.  Run,  therefore,  and  bring  me  back  as  soon  as  possible  an  account 
of  the  conversation." 

I  flew  instantly  to  the  palace,  where  I  found  the  king  alone,  walking  v^ry 
fast,  in  expectation  of  my  coming,  and  seemingly  very  mndi  pei]^axed»  He 
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^vk  tiiwvel  qu08tioi»  to  me  i^MMt  Locreda,  whose  history  he  obliged  me  to 
veoQQiit  s  he  then  asked  if  the  little  gentlewoman  had  never  been  engaged  in 
Mf  iBtrigiie*  I  boldly  assured  him  that  she  had  not  (though  these  sort  of 
«>aaraiioes  are  a  lifttle  rash),  and  the  prince  seemed  very  glad  to  hear  it. 
**  It  lAiat  be  the  cane/'  sidd  he.  ^*  i  ehoose  thee  for  my  agent  with  Lncretia ; 
wad  desiM  that  by  thy  kseKtiii  she  may  this  evening  learn  her  victory.  Go, 
bqi&ify  hmr  den^aesk  froiia  me^*'  added  be,  pnttiag  into  my  hand  a  diamond 
Mcfklace  iMhk  lolty  tkoteand  crowns,  ^  and  tell  her  that  T  deshre  she  will 
Hceept  of  that  pttasttt,  Mt^  I  give  her  more  solid  marks  of  my  afiection." 

Belbft«  I  peHbraaed  this-cotemissiOQ  I  went  bade  to  the  Count  Duke,  and 
Inade  a  faithM  i^^rt  «f  lihat  the  king  had  smd :  with  this  I  imagined  the 
minister  woold  be  more  afflicted  than  rejoiced,  for  I  bdieved  (as  I  have 
ahready  observed),  that  he  himself  had  amorous  views  upon  Luoretia,  and 
would  be  chagrined  to  hear  that  his  master  had  become  his  rival ;  but  I  was 
Mietaken.  fVtf  from  seeming  mortified  at  the  news,  it  gave  him  so  much 
)oy»  that,  being  amble  to  contain  it,  some  words  escaped  him  which  did  not 
Ml  to  the  ground.  *'  Aha  I  Philip/'  cried  he,  "  egad,  I  have  you  ft»t.  For 
once  yoa  will  be  abk  of  business."  This  apostrophe  disclosed  the  whole 
contrivance  of  the  Count  Duke.  I  now  perceived,  that  the  minister,  being 
afraid  of  the  king^s  implying  himself  to  serious  a£REiirs^  endeavoured  to  amuse 
htm  with  pleasurea  more  suitable  to  his  humour.  *'  Santillane,''  said  he 
afterward,  "  lose  bo  time ;  make  haste,  my  friend,  to  go  and  execute  the 
importaaft  order  which  thou  hast  received,  and  which  a  great  many  noble- 
luen  at  cevt-t  vrould  glory  in  performing.  Constder/'  said  be,  '*  that  thou 
hast  heiie  no  Count  de  Leanos  to  deprive  thee  of  one  half  of  tiie  honour 
a«|«ired  in  this  servios.  Thou  wilt  heve  it  entire^  to  thysfalf ,  and  moreover 
aajoy  all  the  fruits  of  it." 

Thus  did  hia  etcdlenay  gild  the  pill,  which  I  swallowed  down  gently, 
thott^  not  witliost  tMlng  the  bitterness  of  it :  for,  since  my  imprisonment 
I  had  been  used  to  look  upon  things  in  a  moral  point  of.  view,  and  did  not 
think  the  post  of  Mercury  in  chief  quite  so  honourable  as  it  was  called.  How- 
ever, thou^  I  was  not  vicious  enough  to  perform  it  without  remorse,  I  had 
not  virtue  sufficient  to  make  me  refuse  the  employment.  I  therefore  obeyed 
the  king  the  more  willingly,  as  I  saw  at  the  same  time  that  my  compliance 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  minister,  whom  it  was  my  sole  study  to  please.  1 
thought  proper  to  address  mysdf  at  first  to  Laura,  to  whom  in  a  private 
conversation  I  disclosed  my  mission  in  a  discreet  manner ;  and,  toward  the 
end  of  the  discourse,  presented  the  jewels :  at  sight  of  which,  the  lady  being 
unable  to  conceal  her  joy^  gave  a  loose  to  it.  "  Signer  Gil  Bias,"  cried  she, 
«« I  ought  not  to  constrain  myself  before  my  oldest  and  best  friend.  I  should 

be  to  blame,  in  affiM^ting  a  fidse  severity  of  morals,  and  making  grimaoea 
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wUb  you.  Ym,  you  need  not  doubt  it,"  continuecl  she.  "  I  am  overfed 
that  my  daughter  hu  made  luch  a  preciou*  conquest,  all  the  advantage*  ol 
whieh  I  comprehend  ;  bat,  between  you  and  me,  I  am  alVrfd  that  Lncretia 
will  look  upon  them  with  a  different  eye :  for  though  a  yuung'  actreu,  she  ia 
•o  careful  of  her  chastity,  that  ihe  han  already  rejected  (he  addreeeea  of  two 
young  noblemen,  both  amiable  and  rich.  You  may  say  indeed,  that  these 
were  not  kings.  True;  and,  in  all  probability,  the  paaaion  of  a  crowned 
'  head  will  shake  the  Tirtue  of  Lncretiu.  Nevertheless,  I  must  tell  yon,  that 
the  thing  ia  uncertain,  and  I  declare  that  1  will  never  force  the  inclioationa  of 
my  daughter.  If.  fir  ixata  thinking  herscU  hoooared  by  the  tmiwiiBt 
afiection  of  the  king,  she  shall  regard  that  honour  aa  in&mous,  let  not  that 
great  prince  be  disobliged,  if  she  shall  conceal  herself  from  him.  Return 
to-morruw,"  added  she.  "  and  then  I  will  tell  yon  wheihiT  yuu  must  carry 
back  to  him  a  bTonraUe  answer  or  hia  jewels." 

I  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  Laura  would  exhmt  LucretU  to  swerve  from 
her  duly,  rather  thas  remain  in  it,  and  I  depended  a  good  deal  on  that 
exhurtaiion.  Neve  rtbdeas.  I  learned  withaurpriscn'ir  itay,  that  Laurahad 
as  much  diffionlty  in  awaying  her  daughter  to  vice,  a^"  oihi^r  nioihcre  have  to 
form  theirs  to  virtue;  and,  which  is  still  mure  surpn^in^'.  Lucretia,  after 
having  granted  tome  pri Tate  interviews  to  the  monartli.  It'll  ac  much  remorse 
for  having  yielded  to  his  desires,  that  she  quitted  Ihe  world  ull  of  a  sudden, 
and  shut  herself  up  in  the  monastery  of  the  Incarnatioa,  where  she  soon  fell 
sick,  and  died  of  grief.  Laura,  being  inconsolable  for  the  Iota  of  her 
daughter,  whose  death  she  upbraided  herself  with,  retired  into  the  convent 
of  the  Female  Pemtenta,  there  to  mnum  the  pleasures  of  her  youth.  The  king 
was  affected  by  the  unexpected  rdreat  of  Lacretia ;  bat.  being  of  a  hamour 
not  to  be  long  dBicted  at  any  thing,  consoled  himself  by  degrees  for  this 
event.  As  for  the  Count  Duke,  slthoogh  he  did  not  aeem  very  much 
touched  at  this  incident,  it  did  not  fail  to  give  him  agreat  deal  ef  mortificatitn  i 
and  this  the  reader  will  eanly  believe. 
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CHAPTER     IV. 


IB  INViaTID   BI  !■■   HINIBTKR   WITH    A  NIW    BMPLOTHENT. 


wii  alao  WDsibly  affected  bj  the  ntafortuoa 
of  Locretia,  and  fait  mch  reiDorBe  for 
having  contribated  to  it,  that,  loolciog  upon 
myself  as  an  iohmoni  wretch,  iu  ipite  of.  the 
qaality  of  the  lover  whoK  pataion  I  had  aerred, 
I  1  resoWed  to  abandon  the  caducciu  for  ever, 
'en  expreaaed  to  the  minbter  the  retuctanee 
I  I  had  to  bear  it,  and  begged  he  would  emptoy 
y  mein  BomethingelM.  "  Santillane,"  Mid  h ', 
"  1  am  charmed  with  tby  delicacy  ;  and  since  thou  art  a  man  of  Mich  honour, 
will  give  thee  en  occupatiun  more  suitable  to  thy  virtue.  This  it  is  ;  listen 
attentively  to  what  I  am  going  tu  impart. 

"  Some  years  before  I  was  in  favour,"  continticd  he,  "  chance  one  dajr 
presented  to  my  view  a  lady  so  handsome  and  well  made,  that  I  ordered  her 
to  be  follovred.  I  learned  that  she  was  a  Genoese,  called  Donna  Msigarita 
Spinola,  who  lived  at  Madrid  on  the  revenne  of  ber  beauty,  and  that  Don 
Trandsco  de  Valeaaar,*  an  alcode  of  the  court,  a  rich  old  married  man,  spent 
a  great  deal  of  money  upon  the  coquette.  This  report,  which  ought  to  bsva 
inspired  me  with  contempt  for  her,  made  me  conceive  a  violent  desire  of 
sharing  her  fsvoors  with  ValMsar :  and  to  satisfy  it,  I  had  recourse  to  a 
female  go-between,  and  who  bad  the  address  in  a  little  time  to  procure  for 
me  a  private  interview  with  the  Genoese ;  and  that  was  followed  by  many 
more,  so  that  my  rival  and  I  were  equally  well  treated  for  nnr  presents. 
Perhaps  too,  she  had  othei  gallants  as  happy  as  we  were. 

"  Be  that  as  it  will,  Margarita,  in  receiving  such  confused  Unmage,  insen* 

*  Don  Prindica  de  Vsleaiar  sctDsUy  mamed  thii  lulf  *hen  ihe  was  cncrinte 
and  adopted  the  bof.  trbom  he  arknowl edged  ai  his  own  sod,  during  the  space  bf 
thirtj-ane  jenn;  at  theexpintion  of  which.  tlieCouut  Duke,  finding  himself  witholU 
heits  male,  had  bin  le|itiinsied  and  created  Marquis  of  Mnyenza, 
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nbly  btcame  pnyijnt,  and  bio^g^  fiirdx  a  mm,  ikmimmmmmi'wkotn  alie 
bestowed  on  each  of  her  lorera  in  paiticalar»  but  not  one  of  them  being  in 
conscience  able  to  boast  himself  the  father  of  that  child,  it  was  disowned  by 
them  all ;  ao  that  the  Genoese  was  obliged  to  maintain  it  with  the  fruit  of 
her  intrigaea :  this  she  did  for  eighteen  jears,  at  the  end  of  which  term, 
djing,  ahe  has  left  her  son  without  ibrtnn^  and,  which  is  worse,  without 
edncaticm. 

''This/'  pursued  his  grace,  **  is  the  secret  I  had  to  impart,  and  I  will  now 
inform  thee  of  the  great  design  which  I  have  projected.  I  will  bring  this 
unfortunate  child  from  obscurity,  and  making  him  pass  from  one  extreme 
to  another,  raise  him  to  honours,  and  own  him  for  mj  aon." 

At  this  extravagant  project,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  holdmj  tongne. 
"  How !  my  lord,"  cried  I,  '*  can  jour  exoeUencj  have  taken  such  a  stnnge 
resdutkmf  Pafdoa  me  fbr«sing  that  term,  winch  hath  eae^iedDifaeatl.*' — 
"Thouwiltteditis  Terypradent/*  he  Rplied  with  pveeipitnten,  **when  I 
have  told  thee  the  reasons4hat  have  determined  me  to  take  it.'  Idoa^tdeore 
that  my  oottatendiB  should  be  my  heirs.    Thouwiltsigr,  thai  I  am  not  as  yet 
of  such  an  advanced  age,  as  to  make  me  despair  of  having  oUdren  by  my 
lady  Olivarez.    But  every  one  knows  himself  best.    Let  it  suf&oe  to  tell 
thee,  that  there  b  no  secret  in  chemistry  wkieh  I  have  not  tried  in  vain,  ta 
become  a  father.    Therefore,  since  fortune  supplying  the  defect  of  vmtofe^^ 
presents  a  child  to  me,  whose  true  father  perhaps  I  aaa,  I  am  resolved  to 
adopt  him.**    When  I  saw  the  minister  bent  upon  this  adoption,  I  ceased  ■ 
to  oppose  it,  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  capable  of  committing  a  foolish  acrion 
rather  than  swerve  from  his  own  opinion.     '<The  sole  business  now;" 
added  he^  ''is  to  bestow  upon  Den  Henry  PhSipde  Guman,  Ibr  tins  name 
I  intend  he  shall  bear,  until  he  shall  be  in  a  condition  to  possess  thetUgnities 
that  await  him.    Thou,  my  dear  Santillane,  ait  the  persoD  whom  I  choose 
to  be  his  tutor.     I  confide  in  thy  understandrog  and  attaefament  to  me  for 
thy  care  in  regulating  his  fkmily,  in  giving  hiu  ifl  sorts  of  masters;  in« 
word,  of  making  him  an  aooomplished  cavaKer.*'    IweaM  have  refused  this 
employment,  representing  to  the  Coont  I>ak<  that  I  was  very  iU^  quaHAsd 
to  educate  young  nobiemen,  having  never  practised  dmt  bosiness,  whtdi 
required  more  knowledge  and  merit  t^an  I  possessed.    But  he  itttewupted " 
me,  and  shut  my  mouth  hj  saying;  *'that  he  was  abaolntely  resehred-to . 
make  me  governor  to  this  adopted  son,  whom  he  destined  far  the  first . 
offices  of  the  monarehy.**    I  prepared  myself  tberefove  to  IHi  tins  place, 
for  the  satisfiiction  of  his  grace,  who,  to  reward  my  comp&nce,  increased 
my  small  revenue  with  a  pension  of  a  thousand  crown%  whicfr  he  procurecl 
or  rather  gave  me,  on  the  commandery  of  Maadra. 


CHAPTER   V. 


TBI  aoN  OF  TBB  OBNOBSB  LADT  la  OWNKD  BT  AN  AirrBBNTlC  ACT,  AMD 
CALLKD  DON  RSHmT  PUILI?  DB  ODZHAN.  SAKTlbLANB  JOIN!  THB  FAMILr 
OV  TVAT  TOUm  IfOBLXBAN,  AND  HIED*  Al.fc  IDHn  OV  HAtTBU  rOB 
HtK. 


"^^^^T^^f^ii^;^^^  a»  Count  Xhibe  in  a  httie  tiOM  utnall;  owned 
^T^^^^^i'^  "^Mp^^  the  son  at  Donna  Mvgnrita  Bpinola.  and 
^  "  ~  I  the  deed  wu  executed  with  the  oonient  and 
\  incdinatioa  of  the  king.  Don  Hem;  Philip 
t  de  Guzman  (tor  that  was  the  oame  given  to 
this  child  of  many  fathers),  «w  declared  sola 
f  heir  of  the  Connt  d'OH'rares,  and  of  the 
dnohy  iS  San  Laoar.  'Hie  migiater,  that 
nobody  might  be  ignorant  of  thieefVBt,  ordered 
^  Canterotocommanicatethede(daretii»rtothe 
ambaaaadors  and  graiwtaia  ot  Spain,  who  were  not  a  littk  anrpBied  4t  hia 
conduct.  The  wits  of  Sadrid  had  a  fund  of  mirth  fron  it  a  long  time,  Had 
the  latirica]  poets  did.  not  neglect  anch  a  Mr  oocaaion  of  ahadding  the  gaU 
cf  their  pens. 

When  I  asked  ish«re  this  gentleman  waa,  whom  hia  grace  inteoded  to 
intniBt  to  BBj' ore  i  "Heisin  thfrcity,"  hereplied,  "  nnder  the  dixeotiaB  of 
an.  Mint,  from  whom  I  will  tate  hia^  aa  neon  as  thou  shalt  have  pnyued  a 
honae  for  him."  This  waaaaoapoforBed.  1  tookahtrase,  whiohlcmised 
to  be  magnificently  fomialwd)  hired  pages,  a  porter,  and  footmen;  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  C^oria,  filled  up  the  [dacea  of  his  offioers.  When  I 
had  completed  his  attendance,  I  went  and  advertised  his  excellency,  who 
immediately  sent  far  his  equivocal  heir,  and  new  shoot  from  the  trunk  of  the 
Ouzmana,  and  I  found  him  a  tall  young  fellow,  of  an  agreeable  person. 
"  Don  Henry,"  said  his  grace  to  him,  pointing  with  his  finger  to  roe,  "  thia 
gentleman  is  the  gnide  whom  I  have  chosen  to  oonduct  you  in  the  career 
of  life.  1  have  the.  greatest  oonfideooe  in  hira,  and  give  hint  an  absolute 
ppwer  over  yon.  Yes,  Santillana,"  eaad  be,  tuning  to  me,  "  I  abandon  him 
■artfalyto-yonr  easa^.  anddonTt  doubt  thatysn  will  gin  a  good  aooonnt  of 
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him."  To  thia  dUcooiM  the  tDinister  joined  othert,  exhorting  the  young 
m&n  to  eubmit  to  my  directioiu  ;  after  nhich  I  conducted  Don  Henry  to  bis 
honae,  inhere,  wlieu  ne  airived,  I  roade  all  bis  domeatica  paaa  in  review 
before  him,  aignifying  the  office  of  each.  He  did  not  leem  confoonded  at 
the  change  of  hia  condition  ;  and  acconimodating  himaelf  to  the  deference  and 
officioDS  reapect  that  waa  ahewn  tohim.heaeemed  to  have  been  aJmya  that 
which  he  had  now  become  bj  chance.  He  did  not  want  capacity,  bnt  waa 
wholly  illiterate,  being  tcarcely  able  to  read  or  write.  I  furoiahed  him  with 
a  preceptor  to  teach  him  the  eletnenta  of  the  lAtin  tongue,  and  hired  for 
him  maatera  of  geography,  hiatory,  and  fencing.  Yon  may  believe  that  I 
did  not  forget  a  dancing- master  :  I  waa  only  embarraaed  in  the  choice,  fur 
at  that  time  there  waa  agreat  camber  famoiia  in  that  profetaion  at  Madrid, 
and  I  did  not  know  to  whom  I  ought  to  give  the  preference.  While  I  waa 
in  thia  perplexity,  a  man  richly  dretsed  came  into  the  coart,  and  I  being 
told  that  he  wanted  to  apeak  with  me,  went  to  him,  imagining  that  he  waa 
at  leaat  a  knight  of  St.  Jago  or  Alcantara.     When  I  aaked  hia  commanda. 


S  gnor  de  San  t  ane  answered  he  after  having  made  Kveral  bowa, 
wh  b  tmelled  strong  y  of  h  s  profeaa  on  nnde  a  and  g  that  yoor  worahip 
a  the  person  who  choosea  maa  era  for  S  gnor  Don  Henry    I  api  cqme  to 
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o^  my  Mrvicc ;  my  name  la  Martin  Ligero,  and  I  have,  (thank  Heaven) 
some  reputation.  It  is  not  my  custom  to  come  and  solicit  for  achulari :  that 
is  the  province  of  little  obscure  dancing- masters.  I  usually  wait  until  I  am 
lent  for  ;  but  aa  I  have  taught  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia,  Don  Lewis  de 
Haro,  and  some  other  noblemen  of  the  family  of  Gusman,  to  vhicb  1  am  as 
it  were  a  servant  bom,  I  thonght  it  my  duty  to  anticipate  your  message,"— 
"  1  find  by  your  discourse,"  said  I,  "  that  you  are  the  man  we  want.  How 
much  do  you  take  per  month  ?" — "  Four  double  pistoles,"  answered  he,  "  is 
the  9urreDt  price,  and  I  give  bat  two  lessons  a  week." — "  Four  doubloons  b 
month !"  cried  i  ;  "that  ia  a  great  deal." — "Howl  a  great  deal !"  replied 
be  with  an  air  of  astonishment :  "  you  would  give  a  pistole  a  month  to  k 
master  of  philosc^hy." 

There  waa  no  resisting  such  a  pleasant  reply,  at  which  I  laoghed  heartily, 
and  asked  Signor  ligero,  if  he  really  thought  a  man  of  his  profession 
preferable  to  a  master  of  philosophy.  "  Doubtless  I"  said  he,  "  we  are  of 
much  greater  use  than  those  gentlemen.  What  is  a  man  before  he  has 
passed  through  OOT  hands  7  what  but  an  ill-licked  cub  i  but  our  lessons 
mould  him  hy  little  and  little  into  a  due  form.  In  a  word,  we  teach  him  to 
move  gracefully,  ^ving  him  attitudes  and  airs  of  dignity  and  importance. 

I  yielded  to  the  argnmenta  of  this  dancing-master,  whom  I  hired  for  Don 
Henry,  at  the  rate  of  four  double  pistoles  a  month,  since  that  was  the  price 
of  great  masters  of  hia  art. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


■cirio  MTUKNiNo  FROM    Mxw    artiN,  aii.   blas   uttui   bin    n«  thi 

tflRVlCK    or    DON    BKNBT.       TBI    ■TDDIII    OV    TBAt     rOtntB    mWUHAK, 

wtTB  ram   HmoiFM  waio    wm   ooiirtKUB   vrON    him,   kKD   ah 

ACCOUNT      or      TBK      l^DT     TO      WHOM     HI     WAS     MAABiaO.      OU     BI^^ 
■■COMM  MOait  in  Wm  ttt    BIMWU.V. 


RAD  Dot  a>  yet  MRqtleted  tho  half  (tf  Don 
Heniy'i  funily.  when  Sdi»o  retamed  from 
Mexico,  I  aaked  hin  if  he  wu  aatiified  with 
hi«  TOjage,  and  he  antwercd.  "  I  heTe 
reaaoD  to  be  lo ;  since,  with  three  thooBand 
ducats  in  specie,  I  have  brought  over  twice 
„  as  much  in  merchandise  of  the  consomption 

_  -^Wm.'-jm]''^  **"'  """'T'"    1  congratulate  tbee  my 

"r-  .  ~  ^S-'^  child."  1  rqdied.  "  Thy  (brtone  is  now 
began  ;  and  it  is  in  thy  power  to  complete  it,  by  retaming  to  the  Indiea 
next  year  i  or  if  tbon  preferest  an  agreeaUe  poet  at  Madrid,  to  the  tronble 
of  gmng  so  far  to  amass  wealth,  tbon  hast  nothing  to  do  bat  to  speak  ;  I 
have  one  at  thyserrice," — "  Egad,"  said  the  son  of  Coscolina,  "there  teno 
room  for  hesitstion.  I  wonld  moch  rather  execute  a  good  employment  near 
yon,  than  expose  myself  anew  to  the  perils  of  a  loog  voyage.  Pray,  master, 
ex[dain  yourself :  what  post  do  yo«  intend  for  your  humble  servant  i" 

For  his  better  information,  I  reeouoted  to  him  the  story  of  the  yonn^ 
nobleman  whom  the  Count  DnLe  had  introduced  into  the  &mily  of  Guzman  ; 
and  after  having  told  him  that  the  minister  had  chosen  me  governor  to  Doa 
Henry,  I  promised  to  make  him  valet  de  chambre  to  that  adopted  son. 
Scipio,  who  deured  no  better,  willingly  accepted  the  poet,  and  acquitted 
himself  in  it  BO  wdl,  that  in  leas  than  three  or  fonr  days  he  acquired  tho 
confidence  and  friendship  of  his  new  master. 

I  imagined  that  the  pedagogues  whom  I  had  chosen  to  teadi  the  son  of 
the  Genoese  would  find  their  Latin  thrown  away,  beUeving  one  at  his  ag* 
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undiadplinable.  But  I  was  mach  mistaken.  He  easily  comprehended  and 
retained  all  that  war^kmmn  to  him,  and  his  matters  were  very  well  satisfied 
with  hia  capacity.  I  ran  eagerly  to  impart  this  piece  of  news  to  the  Duke, 
who  received  it  with  exceesive  joy.  "  Santillane/'  cried  he,  transported, 
"  I  am  ravished  to  hear  that  Don  Henry  has  such  a  memory  and  penetra- 
tion I  I  perceive  my  own  blood  in  him ;  and  what  convinces  me  of  his 
being  my  son  is,  that  I  feel  as  much  affection  for  him  as  if  he  had  been 
born  by  my  lady  OUvarez.  Thou  seest  by  this,  my  friend,  that  nature 
deekren  itself."  I  was  not  fool  enough  to  tell  his  grace  my  sentiments  of 
the  matter ;  but  respecting  his  weakness,  left  him  to  enjoy  the  pleasure 
(whether  true  or  fedse)  of  believing  himself  the  father  of  Don  Henry. 

Although  all  the  Guzmans  entertained  a  mortal  hatred  of  this  young 
nobleman  of  fresh  date,  they  dissembled  it  out  of  policy ,  nay,  some  of  them 
affected  to  court  his  friendship :  he  was  visited  by  the  ambassadors  and 
grandees  who  were  then  at  Madrid,  and  honoured  by  them  as  much  as  if  he 
had  been  a  legitimate  son  of  the  Count  Duke.  This  minister,  oveijoyed  to 
see  such  incense  offered  to  his  idol,  soon  decked  him  with  dignities.  He 
began  by  asking  of  the  king  the  cross  of  Alcantara,  with  a  commanderv 
worth  ten  thousand  crowns,  for  Don  Henry.  In  a  little  time  after,  he  was 
made  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber.  Then  resolving  to  marry  him  to  a 
lady  of  the  most  noble  family  of  Spain,  he  cast  his  eyes  upon  Donna  Juanna 
Velascoy  daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Castile,  and  had  authority  enough  to 
accomplish  the  marriage,  in  spite  of  that  duke  and  all  his  relations. 

A  few  days  before  the  marriage,  his  gprace  having  sent  for  me,  put  some 
papers  into  my  hand,  saying,  "  Hold,  Gil  Bias,  here  are  letters  of  nobility, 
which  I  have  ordered  to  be  expedited  for  thee." — '*  My  lord,"  answered  I, 
surprised  at  his  words,  *'  your  excellency  knows  that  I  am  the  son  of  a  pocr 
duenna  and  squire ;  so  that  in  my  opinion,  the  nobility  would  be  profaned 
by  my  association ;  and  it  is,  of  all  the  favours  which  his.  majesty  could  be-* 
stow,  that  which  I  deserve  and  desire  the  least." — "  Thy  birth,"  replied 
the  minister,  "  is  an  objection  that  is  easily  removed :  thou  hast  been  em- 
ployed in  state  affairs,  both  under  the  Duke  of  Lerma'ii  ministry  and  mine : 
besides,"  added  he,  with  a  smile,  "  hast  thou  not  done  the  monarch  some 
service,  which  deserves  a  recompense  ?  In  a  word,  Santillane,  thou  art  not 
unworthy  of  the  honour  which  1  have  procured  for  thee.  Moreover,  the 
rank  which  thou  boldest  with  regard  to  my  son,  requires  that  thou  shouldst 
be  noble ;  and  it  is  on  that  account  that  I  have  obtained  the  patent." — "  I 
yield,  my  lord,"  I  replied,  "  since  your  excellency  insists  upon  my  compU- 
ence."     So  saying,  I  went  away  with  my  patent  in  my  pocket. 

"I  am  now  a  gentleman,"  said  I  to  myself,  when  I  had  got  into  the 

street,  "  ennobled  without  being  obliged  to  my  parents  for  my  quahty. 
93 
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1  may,  wben  I  pleaM,  be  called  Don  Oil  BIm.  -«ad  if  w^  ooe  '«f  mr 
■oqakiatauce  ahall  take  it  iata  hie  head  to  laugh  in  taj  l«ce  when  he  oalla 
me  eo,  I  will  ihew  mj  patent.  But  let  im  read  it,"  continued  1,  takiog  itMit 
of  mf  pocket,  "  aod  see  in  witai  manner  my  original  meeniMta  ia  washed 
■way."  I  therefore  penued  the  paper,  the  nbatMioe  (rf  which  waa,  that 
the  king,  to  reward  the  zeal  which  1  bad  iMuiifeated  on  more  than  ooe 
occasion  for  hia  aerrice,  and  the  good  of  the  atate,  had  thought  proper  to 
gntify  my  attachment  with  kttera  of  nobility.  I  will  Tcntore  to  say  in  my 
own  pralac,  tiiat  tb<j  did  not  inapire  me  with  the  leaat  pride.  Having  the 
meanness  of  roy  extraction  alwaya  before  my  eyea,  this  hoooor  bomlded. 
inatead  of  making  me  vain  ;  therefore  I  determined  to  lock  np  my  patent 
in  a  drawer,  and  nert  r  bratt  of  it(  beinn  in  iny  poiMffion. 


CHAPTER   VII, 


1,  SLU  HBBTI  VABKICIUB  *a*IN  BT  ACCIDBNT.  THB  LAtT  CONTVBBATIOK 
IHAT  HAPPENBD  BITWBXN  THSH,  AWD  THB  tHrOKTAKT  ADVICB  WBIC^ 
KCHNKZ   OAVB   TO   BAHTIbLANB. 


I  BB  Artnriai)  poet,  Nunnez,  (m  moBt  have  been 
S^  :  obwrred  by  Ibe  reader)  wilbngly  neglected 
^  and  mj  oecapatioDS  did  oot  permit  me  to 
'  visit  him.  I  bad  not  seen  faim  nnce  the  day 
of  tbe  diuertBtion  on  the  Ipbigenia  of  Eari- 
'  pides.  when  chance  again  threw  him  in  my 
near  tbe  gate  of  the  Son.  He  wai  coming 
out  of  a  printing-home,  and  I  accoBted  bim. 
Baying,  "  Aba !  Mr.  Nannez,  yon  hare  been 
at  the  printer'e ;  that  aeeraa  to  threaten  the  pabUc  with  a  new  vorh  of 
yoor  compoBition."— "  That  ia  what  indeed  it  may  expect,"  anBwered  h^ 
"  I  have  actually  in  tbe  press  a  pamphlet  vrhich  win  make  some  noiae  in  tbe 
republic  of  lettera."— "  I  do&'t  doubt  the  marit  of  thy  production,"  I  replied, 
"  but  am  amazed  at  thy  compoaing  pampbleta,  which  m  my  oinnion  are 
trifles  that  do  no  great  honour  to  a  man  of  geiuoB." — "  I  know  it  very 
well,"  Bud  Fabricio,  "and  am  not  ignorant  that  none  hot  those  who  read 
every  thing  amase  themselves  with  pami^lets.  However,  this  one  has 
escaped  me  which  I  own  h  the  child  of  necesuty.  Hunger,  thou  knowest, 
brings  tbe  wolf  out  of  tbe  wood." 

"  How!"  cried  [,  "  does  the  author  of  The  Connt  de  Saldagne  talk  in 
this  manner?  a  man  who  has  two  thonsand  crowns  a  year!" — "  Softly, 
friend,"  said  Nunnez  to  me  j  "  1  am  no  longer  that  happy  poet  who  enjoyed 
a  well-paid  pennon.  The  affiura  of  the  treatorer  Don  Bcrtrand  are  dis- 
ordered all  of  a  endden.  He  haa  fingered  and  squandered  away  the  king's 
money ;  all  his  effects  are  seized,  and  my  pension  is  gone  to  the  devil." 
"That  is  a  meUncholy  affair,"  !  resumed :  "bat  hast  thou  no  hope 
remaining  from  that  quarter?" — "  Not  the  least,"  said  he.  "  Signor 
Gomez  de  Ribero,  as  poor  as  his  poet,  is  gone  to  tbe  bottom,  and  will  never, 
it  is  said,  get  his  head  above  water  again." 
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"  If  that  be  the  caae,  my  child,"  ansnered  I,  "  I  maBt  find  out  some 
poat  to  conaole  thee  for  the  1o<b  of  thy  penaion." — "  I  will  spare  thee  that 
troable,"  cried  he.  "  If  thoa  wonldst  offrr  toe  an  employment  in  the 
minister's  offices,  worth  three  thoDSBDd  crowns  yearlv,  I  would  refuse  it. 
The  bnsineta  of  clerks  wiU  notagree  with  thehamoorof  sfoater-child  of  the 


Musts :  I  tnost  enjoy  my  literary  amusements.     What  ahull  1  say  to  thee  ? 
I  am  born  lo  live  and  die  a  poet,  nnd  my  destiny  mnst  he  fulfilled. 

"  But  don't  imagine,"  continued  be,  "that  we  are  very  unhappy: 
bepides  that  we  live  in  perfect  independence,  we  are  hoys  without  care. 
People  think  that  we  oRien  dine  with  Dcmocritua,  and  there  they  are 
mistaken.  I'here  is  not  one  of  my  fraternity,  not  even  excepting  the 
mukera  of  almanncke,  who  is  not  welcome  to  some  good  table.  As  for 
my  part,  there  ere  two  families  where  I  am  always  received  with  pleasure. 
I  have  two  covers  laid  for  roe  every  day :  one  at  the  house  of  a  fat  director 
of  the  farms,  to  whom  I  have  dedicated  a  romance ;  and  the  other,  at  the 
hriuse  of  a  rich  citizen,  who  has  the  disease  of  being  thonght  to  entertain 
wits  every  day  at  his  table :  luckily,  he  is  not  very  delicate  in  his  choice^ 
and  the  city  famishes  him  with  great  plenty," 
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"  I  no  longer  pity  thee  then,"  md  I  to  the  AHtarian  poet,  "  lince  thoa 
tirt  Ukti«fied  with  thf  condition ;  though  I  proleit  to  thee  anew,  that  thon 
hast  always  in  Gil  Bias  a  friend,  who  is  proof  against  thy  neglect  and 
indifference ;  if  thon  hast  occasion  for  my  pone,  come  boldly  to  me,  mod 
let  not  a  silly  ahanie  deprive  thee  of  an  inMible  succour,  and  rob  me  oi 
the  pleasure  of  obliging  thee." 

"  By  that  generous  sentiment,"  cried  Nannez,  "  I  recollect  my  fiiend 
Santillane.  I  return  a  thousand  thanks  for  thy  kind  offer,  and  out  of 
gratitude  will  give  thee  a  wholesome  advice.  While  the  Coant  Duke 
coDtinnes  in  power,  and  thon  art  in  possessian  of  his  favour,  profit  by  the 
opportunity:  make  haste  to  enrich  thyself,  for  1  am  told  he  begins  to 
totter."  I  asked  Fabricio  if  he  had  that  intelligence  on  good  authority  ; 
and  he  answered,  "  I  have  it  from  a  knight  of  Calatravo,  who  has  a  very 
singular  talent  in  discovering  the  most  hidden  secrets ;  he  is  looked  upon 
as  an  oracle,  and  this  is  what  I  heard  him  say  yeaterday;  the  Coont  Duke 
has  a  greet  many  enemies,  who  are  all  united  to  min  him ;  he  depends  too 
much  on  the  ascendancy  which  he  has  over  the  king ;  that  monardi,  it  is 
reported,  begins  to  hsten  to  the  complaints  which  have  already  reached  his 
ears."  I  thanked  Nunnez  for  his  mformation,  of  which  t  took  little  notice, 
but  went  home,  persnadtd  that  my  master's  aothority  was  immoveable,  and 
conndering  him  as  one  uf  those  old  oaks  whiiifa  are  rooted  in  a  fortst,  and 
which  no  storms  can  overthrow. 


1 


CHAPTER  Vlir. 


«II,  BLU  IS  COHTldCKD  OF    mS   TBUTB    OF    FASBICIVs'S    INTBLU- 


.  RAT  the  Aaturiap  poet  had  told  me,  never- 

thele«8,  waanotAvithoutibundation.  There 

f  was  in  the  palace  a  secret   confederacy 

'/  iHormed  agunst  the  Count  Dulie,  and  the 

>}  queen  nas  sud  to  be-at  the  head  of  it ;  bat 

\  none  -of.,  the  ijrieasnrea   wfaicli  thej  took 

I  to  displace' the  minister  transpired;  nay 

'  avtole  .yeaT,M8Bed,I>c(bM  I  perceived 

&^  hia  ^<rpiu:  had  received  the  least 

short,.   ,  ,.  -    ■ 

But.  the  J^oU  of  the  Catal(>nian^  supported  hjr  France,  and  Ae  had 
success  of  the  war  against  these  rebels,  excited  the  ntvumurs  of  the  people, 
who  complained  of  the  government.  These  complaiats  occasioned  a  coun- 
cil to  be  held  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  trho  desired  the  Uarqnis  de 
Urana,  the  emperor's  ambassador  at  the  coort  of  Spun,  to  be  there ;  the 
subject  of  their  deliberation  being,  whether  it  was  most  proper  for  the  king 
to  staj  at  Castile,  oi  go  and  shew  himself  to  his  troops  in  Arragon.  The 
Count  Duke,  who  was  averse  to  the  prince's  departure  for  the  army,  spoke 
first:  he  represented  that  it  was  better  for  his  m^esty  to  remain  in  the 
centre  of  his  dominions ;  and  supported  his  opinion  with  all  the  reasons 
which  his  eloquence  could  afford.  He  had  no  sooner  concluded  his  speech 
than  hia  advice  was  unanimously  followed  by  every  body  in  council,  ex. 
cept  the  Marquis  de  Grana,  who,  listening  to  nothing  but  his  zeal  for  the 
house  of  Austria,  and  giving  way  to  the  frankness  of  his  nation,  opposed 
tiie  sentiments  of  the  prime  minister,  and  supported  the  contrary  opinion 
with  such  force,  that  the  king  was  struck  vritli  tJie  solidity  of  his  argu- 
ments, embraced  his  opinion,  though  it  was  opposite  to  that  of  the  whole 
council,  and  fixed  the  day  of  his  departure  for  the  array. 

This  was  the  first  time  that  ever  his  majesty  durst  think  otherwise  than 
hie  f.ivourite  ;  who,  looking  upon  this  novelty  as  a  severe  afiront,  was  very 


mndi  moTtifled.     When  the  miniater  wu  going  to  retire  into  bis  cloKt, 
to  bite  Hpon  the  bridle  at  libertj,  he  perceived  me,  and  taking.  lus  in  alou^ 


with  h  m  recou  ed  vthut  bad  pawed  at  caauc  w  th  great  agitation ; 
then  bke  a  man  who  cootd  not  recoUect  b  maelf  ftocn  h  a  surprii^  "  Ye»r 
Sant  llane  cont  oned  he  the  k  ng  «ho  for  tbeae  twenty  yeare  past  bath 
Hpoken  w  th  my  month  and  seen  through  my  eyes  now  prefer*  the  opinion 
of  Granti  to  m  ne  and  n  what  manner  too  ?  load  ng  the  ambassador  with 
eutoginma  and  id  pert  cular  pra  »  ng  hu  zeal  for  the  honae  of  Anatria,  as 
if  that  German  loved  it  better  tt  au  I  do 

"  By  this.  It  IS  easy  to  judge,  pursued  the  miniater,  "  that  there  is  n 
party  formed  agaiiut  me,  and  that  the  queen  ia  at  the  head  of  it." — "  Why, 
my  lord,"  said  I,  "  ahould  you  be  uneasy  with  that  conjecture  ?  Has 
not  the  queen,  for  more  than  twelve  years,  been  naed  to  see  you  at  the 
helm ;  and  tbe  king  been  in  a  long  habit  of  not  consulting  her  ?  Aa  for 
the  Marquis  of  Grana,  tbe  monarch,  perhaps,  cboae  his  opinion,  out  of 
desire  to  aee  hia  army,  and  make  a  camptugn." — "  That  ia  not  tbe  ceae," 
Mid  tbe  Count  Duke ;  "  say,  rather,  my  enemies  hope  that  tbe  king, 
being  among  his  troopa,  will  always  be  surrounded  by  tbe  noblemen  who 
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Will  attend  him :  and  that  more  than  one  will  be  fuand  so  much  dbgnated 
at  me,  aa  to  apeak  to  the  preiudice  of  my  administration :  bat  they  are 
mistaken/'  added  he;  "I  will  make  the  prince  inaccessible  to  them  all, 
during  the  journey.*'  This  he  actually  performed,  in  a  manner  that 
deserves  to  be  related. 

The  day  of  the  king's  departure  being  arrived,  that  monarch,  after 
having  intrusted  the  queen  with  the  care  of  the  government  in  his  absence, 
set  out  for  Saragossa;  but  in  his  way,  passing  by  Aranjaez,*  was  so 
delighted  with  the  place,  that  he  stayed  there  almost  three  weeks :  firom 
thence  the  minister  earned  him  to  Cuen^a,  where  he  amused  him  stiH 
longer,  by  various  diversions.  Then  the  pleasures  of  the  chase  detained 
him  at  Molina  of  Arragon ;  after  which,  he  was  conducted  to  Saragossa. 

His  anny  being  not  far  from  thence,  he  prepared  for  going  to  it ;  but 
the  Count  Duke  altered  his  inclination,  by  making  him  believe  that  he 
would  be  in  danger  of  being  taken  by  the  French,  who  were  masters  of  the 
plain  of  Moncon ;  so  that  the  king,  being  afraid  of  the  peril  which  he  had 
no  cause  to  fear,  took  the  resolution  of  remaining  shut  up  at  home,  as  in  a 
prison.  The  minister,  taking  the  advantage  of  his  terror,  and  under  pre- 
tence of  watching  for  his  safety,  guarded  htm,  as  it  were,  from  the  sight  ci" 
every  body ;  and  the  grandees,  who  had  been  at  a  vast  expense  to  put 
themselves  in  a  condition  to  follow  their  sovereign,  had  not  even  the 
satisfaction  of  obtaining  one  private  audience.  Philip,  at  length,  tired  of 
being  iU  lodged  at  Saragossa,  of  passing  his  time  still  worse,  or,  if  you 
please,  of  being  prisoner,  returned  in  a  little  time  to  Madrid.  Thus  this 
monarch  finished  his  campaign,  leaving  to  the  Marquis  de  los  Veles,  general 
of  his  troops,  the  care  of  maintaining  the  honour  of  the  Spanish  arms. 

*  Amjues  is  a  rojal  psiace  in  New  Castile,  situated  nesr  the  rivers  of  Taio  snd 
Gararaa,  in  a  large  plain  surrooDded  by  hills  and  forests,  tiirongh  wluch  are  maoy 
spacious  avenuei.  The  entrance  to  this  palace  is  over  two  painted  wooden  bridges 
upon  the  aforesaid  rivers,  which  join  a  little  below  the  house.    Here  is  a  delightful 

tardea ;  and  in  a  large  square  paved  with  marble,  a  statue  in  brass  or  Charles  the 
ifth,  armed  cap-a-pee,  trampling  upon  heresy,  represented  by  four  arch-hereltcks. 
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ysw  days  after  the  king's  retoro,  a  very 
disagreeable  piece  of  news  spread  all  over 
Madrid.  Itnagreporled  that  the  Poitugaeae, 
looking  upon  the  reTolt  of  the  Catalonians 
I  a  fair  occasion  offered  to  them  by  fortune 
<r  shaking  off  the  Spanieh  yoke,  had  taken 
p  arms,  and  chuncn  the  Duke  of  Bragann 
for  tiieir  Ling;  that  they  nere  resohed  to 
maintaia  him  on  the  throne,  and  were  confi. 
dent  of  success  i  Spain  having  at  that  time 
I  her  hands  enemieB  in  Germany,  Italy, 
Flanders,  and  Cdtulvnia :  indeed,  they  could  not  have  found  a  more 
favourable  conjuncture  for  freeing  theuselvea  from  a  dominion  which  they 
deleated* 

^Vbat  is  very  singular,  is,  that  the  Count  Duke,  while  the  court  and  city 
seemed  to  be  struck  with  consternation  at  the  news,  wanted  to  joke  with 
tlie  king.at  the  expense  of  theDuke  of  Braganza :  but  Philip,  far  from  being 
pleaaed  with  his  raillery,  assumed  a  very  grave  air,  which  disconcerted  him, 
and  made  him  foresee  his  disgraee :  he  no  longer  doubted  bis  own  fall,  when 
he  understood  that  the  queen  had  openly  declared  herself  against  him,  end 
lou41yaccusedhimof  having,  by  his  bad  administration,  occasioned  the  revolt 
of  Portugal,  The  greatest  part  of  the  grandeea,  especially  those  who 
had  been  at  Saragossa,  no  sooner  perceived  that  a  tempest  was  brewing 
over  the  head  of  the  Count  Duke,  than  they  joined  the  queen  :  and  what 
gave  the  last  stroke  to  his  favour,  was  the  arrival  of  the  Duchess 
Dowager  of  Mantua,  formerly  governess  of  Portugal.     This  lady,' on 

-  ■  Thia  revalution,  wlitcli  happened  in  the  jev  I64<l.  was  candurted  villi  iDrK 
(urpriiing  lecrpcf  (Lhouf^h  the  design  wm  linown  lo  more  than  2(KJ  |>rnona.  a  uhole 
year  before),  that  the  Duke  orBriKBoia  wiu  declared  king,  and  the  Spaniih  yoke 
ahook  off  in  oae  day,  through  all  the  PortUBiitie  domiDioD*  in  Europe,  Asia,  Ariica 
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a.  Lubon  to  Uadri^,  pIhbI^  denuMtnted  to  the  king,  that 
at  that  kutgdMU  h^poned  through  the  iuilt  ef  ttw  ptio* 


The  discourac  ot  tliia  princeu  mada  s  gteut  im[iressiaQ  go  the  miiid  of 
the  mooaroh,  who  being  at  length  ronaed  from  his  iDfHiuatioii  for  his  fa- 
voQiito,  stripped  him  of  all  the  affecAiwi  whiah  he  had  «iiLwtuiied  for  him. 
When  the  minister  was  informed  that  the  king  liitened  to  his  enemiet,  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  him,  aiking  leave  tareaigiihiB  employment,  andremoTe  from 
court,  Biuoe  people  nen  lo  onjiut  aa  to  impate  to  him  all  the  miafbrtunu 
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which  had  happened  to  the  kingdom  daring  the  coarse  of  his  adsunistnuion* 
Re  thought  that  this  letter  would  htve  a  greet  effect*  and  that  the  prioee 
8til]  preserved  so  much  friendship  for  him  as  to  detain  him  at  court  i  Irateil 
the  answer  which  hie  maiesty  retomed,  was  the  permission  which  he  desired, 
with  leave  to  retire  wheresoever  he  would. 

These  words,  written  hy  the  king's  own  hand,  were  a  thnnderholt  to  his 
grace,  who  by  no  means  expected  such  a  reply ;  bat,  though  he  was  very 
much  confounded,  he  affected  an  air  of  constancy,  and  asked  what  I  would 
do  were  I  in  his  place  ?  "  I  would  soon  take  my  resolution,"  said  I ;  '*  I 
would  abandon  the  conrt,  and  pass  the  rest  of  my  days  in  peace,  at  spme 
one  of  my  estates  in  the  country/'—"  That  is  a  wlurfesome  advice/*  replied 
my  master,  "  and  I  am  fully  resolved  to  finish  my  career  at  Leeches,  after  I 
shall  have  once  more  converted  with  the  king ;  for  I  want  to  demonstrate 
to  him,  that  I  have  done  all  that  human  prudence  could  suggest,  to  sustain 
the  weighty  burthen  with  which  I  was  loaded ;  and  that  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  prevent  the  melancholy  events  laid  at  my  do«»r  s  being  no  more  to 
blame  than  a  skilful  pilot,  who,  in  spite  of  att  he  ean  do,  sees  bis  vessel 
tossed  about  by  the  waves  and  winds/'  The  minister  still  flattered  himself, 
that  by  speaking  to  the  prince,  he  might  adjust  matters,  and  regain  the 
ground  which  he  had  lost ;  but  he  never  could  procure  an  audience,  and 
besides,  one  was  sent  to  demand  the  key  of  the  door,  bf  which  he  used  to 
enter,  when  he  pleased,  into  his  majesty's  apartment.  Concluding  then, 
that  there  were  no  farther  hopes  for  him,  he  determined  in  good  earnest  to 
retire.  Ho  examined  his  papers,  a  great  quantity  of  which  he  very  prudently 
committed  to  the  flames ;  then  naming  the  officers  of  his  household  and  valets 
who  he  intended  should  follow  him,  he  gave  orders  for  his  departure,  which 
was  fixed  for  next  day.  As  he  was  afraid  of  being  insulted  by  the  populace, 
in  coming  ont  of  the  palace,  he  slipped  away  early  in  the  morning  by  the 
kitchen-door,  and  getting  into  a  sorry  coach,  with  his  confessor  and  me, 
safely  prooosded  for  Loeches,  a  village  belonging  to  him,  where  his  lady  had 
built  a  magni^cent  convent  of  nuns  of  the  Dominican  order.  Thither  he 
repaired  in  less  than  four  hours,  and  all  his  attendants  arrived  soon  after. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


I    COUNT  DDKRS 

KBPDH,    AND    THB    RAr?T    TRANQUULtTT    BY    WRtCH    THKT    WBER    90C- 
OkUKD.       THB    DCOBPATIOKB    OF    TBI    MtMinVB    IN    Vll    RBrBKAT. 


j  HB  miDiater'i  wife  let  her  huBband  tet  oat  for 
I  Loeches,  and  Btayed  a  few  days  after  turn  at 
t,  with  s  deei^D  to  try  if,  by  her  tears 
I  and  entreaties,  she  could  not  effect  hie  being 
I  recalled  :  but  in  vain  did  she  prostrate  hereelf 
before  their  majesties  ;  the  king  had  no  re- 
gard to  her  remont trances,  though  artfully 
prepared  ;    and  the  queen,  who  hated  her 

_ ,     _  ^_|    mortally,   beheld  her  tears  with  pleasure. 

iB*©*?-*  rr,  .-r^ff^Mri  Madam  d'Olivarez  was  not  repulsed  for  aH 
tltHt  ahe  humbled  herself  io  far  as  to  implore  the  good  offices  of  the  queen's 
ladiea  but  the  fruit  which  she  reapied  from  her  meanneiis,  was  to  perceire 
that  It  excited  contempt  rather  than  compassion.  Vexed  at  having  taken 
«uch  humbliog  steps  to  no  purpose,  she  went  and  joined  her  husband,  to 
grieve  with  him  for  the  loss  of  a  place,  which,  under  a  reign  like  that  of 
-Philip  the  Fourth,  was  perhaps  the  6rBt  of  the  monarchy. 

Tbia  lady's  report  of  the  coaditiou  in  which  she  left  Madrid,  redoabled 
the  affliction  of  the  Count  Duke  ;  "  Vonr  enemies," said  she,  weeping,  "  Ihe 
Duke  of  Medina  Cceli,  and  the  other  grandees  who  hate  you,  iacesaantly 
praise  the  king  for  having  deprived  yon  of  the  ministry :  and  the  people 
celebrated  yonr  disgrace  with  an  insulence  of  joy,  as  if  the  end  of  the  national 
miafortonM  was  attached  to  that  of  your  administration." 

"  Madam,"  said  my  master  to  her,  "  follow  my  example,  and  stifle  j-oar 
sorrow  ;  we  mast  yield  to  the  tempeat  which  we  cannot  divert.  I  thought, 
indeed,  that  I  could  have  perpetnated  myfevour,  even  to  the  end  of  my  life; 
the  ordiuary  illusion  of  miuistera  and  fevouritea,  who  forget  that  their  fate 
depends  upon  iheir  sovereign:  has  n<*  the  Dnk«  of  Lennabeen  mistaken  U 
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well  BB  J,  though  he  imagined  that  his  purple  waa  the  sore  guarantee  ef  the 
eternal  duration  of  his  authority  ?'* 

In  this  manner  did  the  Count  Duke  exhort  his  spouse  to  arm  herself  with 
patience ;  while  he  himself  was  in  an  agitation,  which  was  daily  increased 
hy  the  despatches  which  he  received  from  Don  Henry,  who  having  remained 
at  courts  to  ohserve,  took  care  to  inform  him  exactly  of  every  thing  that 
happened :  it  was  Scipio  who  brought  the  letters  from  that  young  nobleman, 
whom  he  still  served,  I  having  quitted  him  on  his  marriage  with  Donna 
Juana.  The  despatches  of  this  adopted  son  were  always  fiUed  with  bad  news, 
and  unhappily  no  others  were  expected  from  him.  Sometimes  he  wrote, 
that  the  grandees,  not  contented  with  rejoicing  puUidy  at  the  retreat  of  the 
Count  Duke,  were  again  reuniting  to  turn  all  his  creatures  from  the  posts 
and  employments  which  they  possessed,  to  replace  them  with  his  enemies ; 
another  time  he  observed,  that  Don  Lewis  de  Haro  began  to  come  into 
favour,  and  would,  in  all  probability,  be  made  prime  minister.  Of  all  the 
disagreeable  news  which  my  master  received,  that  which  seemed  to  affect 
him  most  was  the  change  made  in  the  vice- royalty  of  Naples,  which  the 
court,  solely  to  mortify  him,  took  from  the  Duke  de  Medina  de  las  Torres, 
whom  he  loved,  and  gave  it  to  the  admiral  of  Castile,  whom  he  had  always 
hated. 

I  may  venture  to  say,  that,  during  three  months,  his  grace  felt  nothing 
in  his  solitude  but  trouble  and  chagrin;  but  his  confessor,  who  was  a 
Dominican  fnar.  and  with  the  most  solid  piety  possessed  a  manly  eloquence, 
had  power  enough  to  console  him.     By  means  of  representing  with  energy 


that  he  ought  to  bend  his  thoughts  entirely  to  his  own  salvation,  be  hads 
with  the  help  of  grace,  the  good  fortune  to  detach  his  mind  from  the  court. 
His  excellency  would  no  longer  hear  any  news  from  Madrid,  his  whole  care 
bemg  now  engrossed  in  preparing  for  his  latter  end.  Madam  d'  Olivarex 
also,  making  a  g^od  use  of  her  retreat,  met  with  a  consolation  prepared  by  Pro* 
vidence,  in  the  convent  which  she  had  founded.  There  were  among  the  nuns 
some  holy  maidens,  whose  conversation,  full  of  balm,  insensibly  sweetened 
the  bitterness  of  her  life.     In  proportion  as  my  master  turned  his  thoughts 
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froK  woEkUjr  aAiM,  h«  bMMM  BiorcM>dninri*rwiqBai  m^jafeh-afchtr 
regulated  tbe  day.  He  speot  almoat  the  whole  mimuiig  ia  hearing  iMaa  hk 
ths  church  of  the  convent,  then  retaraad  to  dinner  i  after  which  be  HVaaed 
hinuelf  tboat  two  boon  in  plajring  ak  ali  eerta  of  gwnea  with  me  and  aotne 
other  cJ  hia  mott  affieotioiute  doneatio ;  AenaaaBUy  retired  bj  himadf  into 
hia  clonti  where  he  femained  tQl  aenaet ;  «t  whieh  time  ha  toek  &  tnm  it 
hie  garden,  or  aa  akiof  !■  his  ooech,  ta  the  neighboBfhood  ef  Ue  eaaHe, 
aacompanied  ■oieetim^  by  Ua  eonfeeaer,  and  sometimca  by  me. 

One  day  b«iaf  eleai  *H^  him,  ami  adnuring  the  awani^  <^  hie  oaw!^ 
tewuKM,  1  look  the  hberty  to aey,  "Hy  leed,  eUov  me  ta  expreee ny  joy; 
from  the  air  of  aatiilMtko  in  year  leoka,  1  oaaeladQ  that  year  excdlency 
begins  te  be  acoaatonud  ta  retirement."—"  ]  am  abeaidy  qeite  familiarised 
to  it,"  answered  hei  "and  then^  I  hare  been  a  longtime  need  to  beaineaa, 
I  protest  to  tfaee,  ebBd,  ttat  I  eMvAry  Ay  a«e Md more plened  wit^tlie 
qniet  and  peaeeaMe  life  iHuch  1  feed  in  tida  pfanc."    - 
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/  .fgmot  -Mi)Ise4.  ^or  jUf  ^Dwaement,  vaa 

cultivsting  tu«s»Edw.     He  one  day.  wliUe 

>ebald  bun  it  work,  aaid  tp  we  io  a 

\  ,300011/  ttrain,   "  Santillimo,  thou  aeest  « 

pisiBter  baniahed  from  ccurt  tuned  g>r> 

d«oer  Kt  Loccbef."— "Mylord,"  antnered 

I,   in    the  mpe    tone,   "  methinks  I   see 

DionjrsiiM    of   Sjracuie,    Khool-master  at 

Corinth."     My  raaater  smiled  at  my  reply 

and  WM  aot  at  all  diapleaaed  at  the  compariaoD. 

All  the  people  in  the  bonce  were  overjoyed  to  aee  their  maBter,  anperiur 
to  his  diagrace,  charmed  with  «  life  ao  different  from  that  which  he  had 
always  led ;  when  we  perceived,  with  sorrow,  that  he  viiibly  changed  :  he 
became  gloomy,  thon^tfiil,  and  sunk  into  a  most  prt^ound  melancholy. 
He  left  off  playing  with  os,  and  no  longer  seemed  sensible  of  all  that  we 
would  iavent  for  his  diversion  ;  bnt  locked  himself  ap  after  diooer  in  his  doiet 
chere  he  remained  alone  till  night ;  we  imagined  that  hit  chagrin  had  been 
occasioned  by  the  retmming  ideas  of  his  past  greatness,  and  in  that  opinion 
left  with  him  the  Dominican  friar,  whow  eloquence,  however,  could  not 
triumph  over  the  melancholy  irf  bis  giMf..  which,  instead  of  diminishing, 
seemed  daily  to  increase. 

It  came  into  my  bead,  that  the  peosireftMs  of  this  minister  might  have 
some  particular  cause,  which  he  was  nawilling  to  disclose ;  and  on  this 
conjecture  I  formed  the  design  of  drawing  the  secret  from  him ;  for  this 
purpose.  1  lay  in  w«it  br  an  ofportwity  ofspMlijitg  ^  him  in  privitt^  and 
having  fonod  it:  "My  Lord."  said  l.«ith  ap  air«f  napect,  mingled  with 
aftetien,  "  laay  Ciil  Has  be  so  bold  as  to  ptit  one  question  to  bis  master  ?" 
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"  speak,"  be  relied.  "  1  give  thee  Itxte," — "  Wbet,"  end  I.  "  b  beeoaie  of 
that  utiafaction  which  appeared  in  yoar  exoeHeDcjr'a  &ce  ?  Iutb  yoa  no 
longer  that  ucendency  which  you  had  once  guned  over  fortune  ?  or  doe* 
yourloatftivoiirezrite  new  regret  within  you?  Would  yon  be  jdonged  again 
ID  that  abyai  of  tronhle.  from  which  yoar  virtiM  hath  extricated  yaaf" 
"  No,  thank  Heaven,"  reeumed  the  minister,  "  my  memory  ia  no  longer 
cngroaaed  by  that  part  whidi  I  acted  at  court ;  I  hare  for  ever  forgot  the 
hononra  which  I  there  enjoyed." — "  Why  then,"  eaid  I,  "  unoe  you  have 
jihitaaophy  enoiigti  to  bani^  these  thinga  from  yonr  remembranoe,  are  yoo 
so  weakaatoabeadoByooraelf  to  a  melanchdy  which  alarm*  us  all  ?  What 
is  the  matter  with  yon,  my  dear  maiter  ?"  added  I,  throwing  myself  at  hi* 
fleet  i  "  yon  have,  doabtless,  some  secret  sorrow  that  oonsamea  yoa ;  will 
yoa  make  a  mystery  of  it  to  Santillane,  whose  zeal,  fideUty,  and  diecretion 
you  know  so  wdl?     By  what  misfortane  have  I  loat  yoar  confidence  ?" 

"  Thov  hast  it  still,"  said  he :  "  bat  1  confess  I  have  a  reluctance  to 
reveal  the  cause  of  that  ladneae  with  which  thoa  seest  me  overwhelmed; 
hevertheleaa,  I  cannot  renst  the  entreaties  of  such  a  aervHUt  and  friend  aa 
thee.  Know  then  the  cause  of  my  disquiet,  which  b  a  secret  that  1  wonld 
impart  to  nooe  hut  SanUlUne.  Yes,"  oontinned  he,  "  1  am  a  prey  to  the 
most  diamil  melancholy,  which  gradnslly  consumes  my  life.  1  see  almost 
every    muroent  a  epectre  which  presents   itself  bef  re    me  in  the   most 


terrible  shspe.  Tn  vain  have  I  Baid  to  mysdf,  that  it  is  no  more  than  ai 
illuHioD,  an  untubstentiol  phantom  of  the  brain :  the  coatiniMl  apparitioi 
in  fests  my  view,  and. disturbs. my  repose.     Though  my  understanding  u 
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ttroBg  encnigh  to  perxude  me  thmt  this  Bpectre  ia  mHy  nothb^,  I  am, 
notwittutwuling,  weak  enoogb  to  be  afflicted  at  the  Tision.  Thia  ia  whMt 
thou  hiist  forced  me  todiadoae,"  added  he,  "and  thou mayeat  judge  whetlKr 
or  not  I  am  to  blame  in  concealing'  from  all  the  world  the  canae  of  my 
melancholy."  I  was  equally  griered  and  aatoniahed  to  hear  audi  an 
extimordinarj  dedaratiDn,  which  was  a  ttrang  indiCatioD  of  the  machine's 
being  diaordered.  "  My  lord,"  aaid  I  to  the  mmiater, "  ia  not  thia  ocMaaioned 
by  too  Uttle  noDnsbment  }  for  your  abstiDence  i>  exceanve."— "  That  wss 
what  I  imagined  at  first,"  anawered  he;  "and  to  try  if  it  was  actoally  owing 
to  my  diet,  I  have,  for  some  daya  pnat,  eaten  more  than  nanal,  but  without 
any  effect :  the  phantom  still  appean."— "  It  will  certainly  disappear."  said 
I,  to  console  him  1  "  and  if  your  ezccUency  would  rdax  youraelf  n  bttle,  by 
playing  again  with  your  &ithful  aervante,  I  believe  you  would  aooD  find 
youraelf  delivered  from  theae  gloomy  v^toura," 

In  a  litde  time  after  thia  converaation,  hia  grace  fell  aick:  and  finding  the 
affair  grow  aerioua.  sent  to  Madrid  for  two  notariea  to  make  bis  wiU ;  aa 
alao  for  three  famous  physicians,  who  had  the  reputation  of  curing  tbek 
patients  aometimea,     Ak  soon  as  the  arrival  of  these  last  was  reported  in  the 


Lsstle,  nothing  was  heard  bat  groanaand  laraentationa  ;  the  servants  looked 
upon  the  death  of  their  master  as  just  at  hand  ;  so  much  were  they  prejudiced 
against  these  gentlemen,  who  liad  brought  along  with  them  an  apothecary 
and  surgeon,  the  usual  executioners  of  their  prescriptions.  Thev  let  the 
notaries  do  their  buBioesa ;  after  which  they  prepared  to  do  tkeir  own. 
Being  of  Dr.  Sangrado's  principles,  in  their  very  first  cooialtation  th^ 
9ft 
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ordend  npMtdl  MmHag;    m  tluit  in  six  da^  (bif  » 

Date  to  extremky,  uu)  on  the  MveUh  delivered  hm  entirelj  from  hto  ^p>- 

rition.* 

Upon  tka  death  of  this  vmuter,  &  deep  and  sinoere  toirow  leigiied  'm  the 
eastla  of  Loecbes ;  all  UidomeitiM  wept  bitte^t  fw  from  coneoliajT  them- 
■elvea  far  hie  loM,  wHh  tbe  oertaiaty  of  being  oooiprebended  ia  Ua  wiD. 
Ibere  wu  not  one  aaaong  than  who  would  not  kava  munuwedhiakgMjto 
leoaU  him  to  life.  Aa  for  kb,  who  hsd  been  belorsd  bj  hin,  and  whoM 
attachment  flowed  from  pore  penonal  affectioB,  I  waa  more  afllicted  thiu  aD 
the  reat ;  and  ^aaatifln  whather  I  ehed  tp.wn  lean  foe  Astau  thaa  for  the 
Coanti>ake. 

«  Tha  Count  Bnke  died  aa  lite  12ihof  Jnlr.  IMt.vol  M  Loecbes,bia«t  Tero,h 
New  Cutile  ;  hii  death  (■ccordiDg  to  report)  hkviag  been  hH^ned  bj  hii  relatwai. 
wlio  Hciog  him  become  more  u)d  more  odioui  to  the  people,  eren  In  ipile  «f  tia 
retreat,  were  ■freUof  hUMlirisgioaatMW  ifaonln]',  tath^iorUer  «ti«fnc«*f  hi* 


CHAPTER  XIL 
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fis  minister  a(i<k)rdingf  to  tu8  own  direction. 
Was  buried.  Without  noise  and  pomp,  in  the 
convent  of  nuns,  by  the  sound  of  our 
lamentations.  After  the  funeral.  Madam 
d'Olivareis  ordered  the  will  to  be  read,  with 
irfaich  all  the  domestics  had  reason  to  be 
tetisfied.  Ev^  one  had  a  legacy  pro- 
portioned to  his  station ;  and  the  least  was 
two  thousand  crowns :  mine  was  the  most 
tt>nsiderable ;  his  gtaee  having  bequeathed  to  me  ten  thousand  pistoles* 
as  a  proof  of  his  particular  affection.  He  did  not  forget  the  hospitals* 
tnd  founded  annual  servke  in  several  convents. 

Madam  d^Olivaret  sent  all  the  domestics  to  Madrid,  to  receive  their 
legacies  from  the  steward  Don  Raymond  Caporis,  who  had  orders  to  pay 
them ;  but  I  couHd  not  accompaiky  them,  being  detained  at  the  castle  seven 
or  eight  days  by  a  high  fever,  which  was  the  fruit  of  my  atiiction.  In  this 
situation  I  was  not  abandoned  by  the  Dominican  friar :  that  good  clergy- 
man  had  conceived  an  affection  for  me;  and  interesting  himself  in  my 
salvation,  asked,  when  he  saw  me  in  a  fedr  way,  what  I  intended  to  do.  "  t 
don't  know,  my  good  fttther,"  answered  I ;  "I  have  not,  as  yet,  determined 
with  myself  on  that  score :  at  some  moments,  I  am  tempted  to  shut  myself 
up  in  a  cell,  and  do  penance."-^^*'  Those  are  precious  moments ! "  cried  the 
Dominican ;  *'  Signor  de  Santillane,  you  will  do  well  to  profit  by  them.  I 
advise  you  as  a  friend,  without  your  ceasing  to  be  a  layman,  to  retire,  for 
example,  into  our  convent  at  Madrid ;  to  make  yourself  a  benefactor  to  it, 
by  a  donation  of  all  your  fortune,  and  die  there  under  the  habit  of  St. 
Dommque.    A  great  many  people  expiate  a  worldly  fife  by  such  an  end." 
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I  waB  then  in  each  a  disposition  of  mind,  that  I  began  to  relish  the 
advice«  and  told  his  reverence  that  I  would  consider  of  it.  Bat  having 
consulted  Scipio,  whom  I  saw  immediately  after  the  monk,  he  inveighed 
against  that  sentiment,  which  seemed  to  him  the  whim  of  a  sick  person. 
"  Fie !  Signor  de  Santillane,"  said  he ;  "  can  you  be  pleased  with  such  a 
retreat  ?  will  not  your  house  at  Lirias  afford  one  much  more  agreeable  ? 
If  you  were  delighted  with  it  heretofore,  yon  will  have  a  much  better  relish 
for  the  sweets  of  it  now  that  you  are  of  an  age  mnch  more  proper  for 
tasting  the  beauties  of  nature." 

The  son  of  Goscolina  had  no  great  difficulty  in  making  me  change  my 
opinion.  "  Friend,"  said  I,  "  thou  hast  prevailed  over  the  Dominican,  I 
see  it  will  be  better  for  me  to  return  to  my  castle,  and  fix  my  resolntioa 
accordingly :  we  will  repair  to  Lirias,  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  in  a  condition  to 
travel :"  and  this  happened  very  soon ;  for  the  fever  having  left  me  in  a 
little  time,  I  found  myself  strong  enough  to  put  my  desigpi  in  execution. 
Scipio  and  I  went  first  to  Madrid,  the  sight  of  which  city  no  longer  gav« 
me  that  pleasure  which  I  had  formerly  felt :  as  I  knew  that  almost  bH  its 
inhabitants  abhorred  the  memory  of  a  minister,  of  whom  I  preserved  the 
most  tender  remembrance,  I  could  not  behold  it  with  a  ikvourable  eye : 
and  therefore  stayed  in  it  only  five  or  six  days,  which  Scipio  employed  in 
making  preparations  for  our  departure  for  Lirias.  While  he  was  busy 
about  our  equipage,  I  went  to  Caporis,  who  gave  me  my  legacy  in  doab- 
loons.  I  likewise  visited  the  receivers  of  the  oommanderies  on  whom  I  had 
pensions,  took  measures  with  them  for  the  payment ;  and,  in  a  word,  put 
all  my  affairs  in  order. 

On  the  evening  before  our  departure,  I  asked  the  eon  of  Coscolina  if  he 
had  taken  his  leave  of  Don  Henry.  "  Yes,"  answered  he,  **  we  this  morn- 
ing parted  good  friends :  he  assured  roe  that  he  was  sorry  for  my  leaving 
him ;  but  if  he  was  satisfied  with  me,  I  was  not  so  with  him ;  it  is  not 
enough  that  the  valet  pleases  the  master,  the  master  ought  at  the  same  time» 
to  please  the  valet ;  otherwise  they  are  very  ill  met.  Besides,"  added  he, 
"  Don  Henry  makes  but  a  pitiful  figure  at  court,  where  he  is  sunk  into  the 
lowest  contempt.  He  is  even  pointed  at  in  the  streets*  and  every  body 
calls  him  the  son  of  the  Genoese.  So  you  may  guess  whether  or  not  it  ia 
agreeable  to  a  lad  of  honour  to  serve  a  man  in  such  disgrace." 

At  length  we  set  out  from  Madrid  early  one  morning,  and  took  the  road 
to  Cuen9a,  in  the  following  order  and  equipage,  my  confidant  and  I 
mounted  a  chaise  and  pair,  conducted  by  a  postillion ;  three  mules,  loaded 
with  our  baggage  and  money,  and  led  by  two  grooms,  followed  close  after  ; 
and  two  lusty  lacqueys,  chosen  by  Scipio,  mounted  on  mules,  and  armed 
to  the  teeth,  brought  up  the  rear :  the  grooms  wore  sabres,  and  the  post* 
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illioD  bad  tro  good  pistols  at  bis  saddle-bow.  As  we  were  in  all  serea 
men,  six  o£  whom  were  very  resolute,  I  travelled  merrily,  withoat  any 
apprehension  of  losing  my  legacy.  Our  moles  proudly  Bonnding  tiieir 
bells  in  all  tlie  nlleges  through  which  we  passed,  the  peasants  ran  to 
their  doora  to  see  the  march  of  onr  equipage,  which  they  imagined 
belonged  to  some  grandee  going  to  take  paasassion  of  a  Tioeroyalty. 


^^ — 4 
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^  KINO  under  no  Becevitj  of  traveling  fttt^ 
\  mjttit  md  eqnipage  qient  fifteen  days  on 
I  tke  road  to  Idiiaa,  all  that  I  duired  wh  to 
'  arrive  at  it  eafelp  ;  and  my  wiah  ma  Moont- 
>  pUihed.  The  ligbt  of  my  oaatk  at  first 
uuphrd  me  with  nme  mdanchoty  thooghta, 
\  in  recaUing  tha  memory  of  Antonia  t  bot  I 
f  KKui  banished  them,  by  eotntajning  my 
fancy  with  more  pleaMuat  ideaa ;  and  thii  I 
)  coold  mon  eaaily  do,  aa  twenty  years,  which 
were  eUpeed  auM  her  death,  had  «  (Dod  dnl  weakened  tlw  fen* 
of  my  Borrow. 

Aa  1001)  at  I  entered  the  cutle,  Beatrice  aad  her  dugliter  came  wkh 
greet  eagemeu  to  lalute  me :  then  the  father,  mother,  and  child  ho^ed 
one  another  with  truuporta  of  joy,  which  charmed  me. 

After  t|)eir  mutual  embracea,  I  looked  at  my  god-danghter  attentiTely, 
Baying :  "  Can  thii  be  that  Seraphina  whom  I  left  in  the  cradle,  when  I 
departed  from  Lirias?  I  am  oTerjoyed  to  lee  her  again,  *o  taQ  and  ao 
handaoroe :  we  miiat  have  her  aettkd  for  life." — "  How  my  dear  god-iather," 
cried  eke,  reddening  at  my  last  worda,  "  yon  have  seen  me  bat  for  n  mo- 
ment, and  yon  already  talk  of  getting  rid  ut  mel" — "No,  my  child," 
answered  I,  "  we  don't  intend  to  lose  yon  by  marriage :  we  moat  have  % 
husband  that  wiU  enjoy  yon,  without  robbing  yoor  parents  of  yoor  company, 
and  in  a  manner  live  with  na  altogether." 

"  Buch  a  one  ofiers  at  present."  said  Beatrice,  "  a  gentleman  of  this 
Coontry,  having  seen  Seraphina  one  day  at  mau,  in  the  village  ch^iel,  foil 
'•n  love  with  her.  He  haa  been  to  viNt  me,  declared  hit  pattton,  and  atkcd 
my  content.    If  yon  had  it,  taid  I  to  him,  yon  woold  be  neva-  the  nearer ; 
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Seraphina  depend*  upon  her  father  and  god*father,  who  alone  can  diapoaa 
of  her.  All  that  I  can  do  for  yoa.  ia  to  inform  them  by  a  letter  of  your 
demand,  ivlHeh  I  e^vm  does  honour  to  my  da^hter.  Really,  gentlemen*" 
added  she,  "  I  was  going  to  write  about  it  immediately :  but  now  that  you 
•re  returned,  you  ahall  do  In  it  what  way  yon  think  proper." 

"But,"  aaid  Scipio,  ''what  character  has  this  hidafgo?  la  he,  like 
moat  of  your  email  gentry,  proud  of  hia  nobility,  and  inaolent  to  plebeiana  }" 
**  Not  at  all,  replied  Beatrice :  "  he  ia  a  aweet  tempered  young  man,  ex-* 
tremdy  polite,  haa  a  good  mien,  and  is  not  yet  fall  thirty/'-—"  You  draw 
an  agreeable  picture  of  tha^  cavalier/'  said  I  to  Beatrice :  "  pray,  what  is 
hia  name?*'— ^"  Don  Juan  de  JuteUa,"  answered  Scipio's  wife:  he  has  but 
lately  succeeded  to  hia  father,  and  Uvea  in  a  caatle  about  a  league  from  henoe» 
with  a  younger  aiater,  who  Is  under  his  care/'-^'^  I  have  formerly,"  said  I, 
*'  heard  of  this  gentleman'a  fismUy,  which  ia  one  of  the  most  nob)e  in  the 
kingdom  of  Valencia/'-*-"  I  esteem  his  nobility/'  oried  Sdpio,  "  less  than 
the  qualitiea  of  his  heart  and  understanding }  and  this  Don  Juiin  will  smt  ua 
iFery  well  provided  he  be  a  man  ef  honour/'*^"  He  haa  the  reputation  of 
one;,"  said  Seraphina,  joining  in  the  conversation:  "the  inhabitants  oi 
lirlaa,  who  know  him,  giva  him  the  best  of  characters/'  At  these  words 
of  my  god-daughter,  I  smiled  to  her  fiather ;  who,  having  likewise  observed 
them,  conclude  that  his  daughter  was  not  displeased  with  her  gallant* 

This  cavalier  soon  got  notice  of  our  arrival  at  Lirias ;  and  two  days  after 
appeared  at  our  castle.  He  saluted  us  gracefully :  and,  far  from  contra- 
dicting by  hia  presence  what  Beatrice  had  said  to  his  advantage,  his 
behaviour  made  us  conceive  a  high  opinion  of  his  merit.  He  told  us,  that 
aa  our  neighbour,  he  had  come  to  congratulate  us  upon  our  happy  return ; 
and  we  received  him  with  all  the  courtesy  in  our  power ;  but  this  visit, 
which  waa  made  out  of  pure  civility,  passed  in  mutual  compliments ;  and 
Don  Juan,  without  having  mentioned  a  aylHible  of  his  passion  for  Seraphina, 
retired,  only  desiring  our  permission  to  profit  by  a  neighbourhood,  which  he 
foresaw  would  be  very  agreeable  to  him.  When  he  was  gone,  Beatrice 
asking  our  opinion  of  the  gentleman,  we  answered,  that  he  had  prepossessed 
qa  in  his  Ufrowc;  and  that,  in  all  appearance,  fortune  could  not  offer  a 
better  matdi  for  Seraphina. 

The  very  next  day  I  went  out  after  dinner  with  Coscolina's  son,  to 
return  the  visit  which  we  owed  to  Dun  Juan.  We  took  the  road  to  his 
casUey  conducted  by  a  guide,  who  (when  we  had  walked  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour)  said^  "  There  ia  the  castle  of  Don  Juan  de  JuteUa." 
In  Tain  did  we  cast  our  eyes  all  round  the  country :  it  waa  a  I^ng  time 
before  we  peroeived  it ;  nay,  we  did  not  discover  it  till  we  arrived  at  the 
gale;  for  it  waa  sitoated  at  the  foot  €i  a  mountain,  in  the  middle  of  a  wood. 
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whose  lofty  trees  concealed  it  from  the  view.  The  house  denoted  th^ 
nobility  more  than  the  opulence  of  its  master :  howerer,  when  we  entered^ 
we  found  the  craaness  of  the  building  compensated  by  iht  ridmess  of  the 
fturniture. 

Don  Juan  received  us  in  a  very  handsome  hall,  where  he  introduced  us 
to  a  lady  whom  he  called  his  sister  Dorothea,  and  who  seemed  to  be  about 
the  age  of  nineteen  or  twenty.  She  was  full  dressed,  because,  having 
expected  our  visit,  she  was  desirous  of  appearing  as  amiable  as  she  could ; 
and  offering  herself  to  my  view  in  all  her  charms,  she  made  the  same  im- 
pi  ession  that  AnUmia  had  made  upon  my  heart ;  that  is»  I  was  disconcerted : 
but  concealed  my  disorder  so  well,  that  Scipio  himself  did  not  observe  it. 
Our  conversation,  like  that  of  the  preceding  day,  turned  upon  the  mutual 
pleasure  we  should  enjoy,  in  visiting  one  another,  and  tiving  together  in 
good  neighbourhood.  He  did  not,  as  yet,  speak  to  us  of  Seraphina,  and 
we  gave  him  no  encouragement  to  declare  his  passion,  resolving  that  it  should 
first  come  from  himself.  During  the  conversation,  I  frequently  eyed 
Dorothea,  though  I  affected  to  look  at  her  as  tittle  as  possible  ;  and  every 
time  our  eyes  met,  she  darted  fresh  arrows  into  my  soul.  I  must  say, 
however,  for  the  sake  of  truth,  that  this  beloved  object  was  not  a  perfect 
beauty ;  for  though  her  skin  was  of  <1ftK»1ing  whiteness,  and  her  lips  o€ 
the  complexion  of  the  rose^  her  nose  was  somewhat  too  long,  and  her  eyes 
too  tittle.     Nevertheless,  the  whole  together  quite  enchanted  me. 

In  short,  I  did  not  leave  the  castle  of  JuteUa  as  I  had  entered  it ;  and 
on  my  return  to  Lirias,  my  mind  was  so  wholly  possessed  by  DorotheH, 
that  I  saw  nothing  but  her,  and  she  was  the  sole  subject  of  my  conversa- 
tion. "How,  master!"  said  Scipio,  looking  at  me  with  astonishment, 
"you  are  very  full  of  Don  Juan*s  sister.  Hath  she  made  a  conquest  of 
your  heart?" — "Yes,  friend,"  answered  I,  "and  I  blush  at  my  own 
weakness.  O  heavens  I  must  I,  who  since  Antonia's  death,  have  beheld  a 
thousand  beauties  with  indifference,  meet  with  one,  at  my  age,  who  in  spite 
of  all  my  endeavours,  inflames  me  with  love!" — "Well,  sir,"  reptied 
Coscolina's  son,  "you  ought  to  rejoice,  instead  of  complaining,  at  tins 
adventure ;  there  is  nothing  ridiculous  in  a  man  of  your  age  being  in  love ; 
and  time  hath  not  as  yet  so  frurrowed  your  brow,  as  to  deprive  yon  of  the 
hope  of  pleasing.  Take  my  advice,  and  when  next  you  see  Don  Juan  boldly 
demand  his  sister  in  marriage ;  he  cannot  refuse  her  to  such  a  person  as 
you ;  and  besides,  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Dorothea's  husband 
should  be  a  gentleman,  are  not  you  one  ?  Tou  have  letters  of  nobitity,  and 
that  is  enough  for  your  posterity,  when  time  shall  have  shrouded  these 
letters  with  that  thick  veil  which  covers  the  origin  of  all  great  famities :  after 
four  or  five  generations,  the  race  of  Santillane  will  be  the  most  itiustrious*** 
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LrgoiiOH  cDcoaraged  by  Scipio'a  ducouree 
I  to  declare  myself  the  lover  of  Dorothea,  I 
never  considered  that  he  exposed  me  to  the 
rjek  of  a  re^al :  1  could  Dot,  faunever, 
\  deteribiDe  UpMi  il  without  trembling;  for, 
'  although  I  looked  younger  than  I  na^,  and 
<  could  htive  ranktengoodireemtt  leaBtof  my 
age,  1  coold  not  lielp  tUnkiiig  I  had  goodi 
rcaaon  to  doobt  of  my  pleannig  li  yonrg' 
beauty.  I>  ieBalvBd;DevertlideM,  tar  risk  Hsf 
dLfiaand.  as  men  m  I  should:  see  herbntber,  -who,  Sm  Us  ^attt  bimff 
upcerkain.  -of  gbtMaiagomj  gDd-daag)^«r,  trn  bat  nitboot  lAailduMe  ei' 
anxiety.  ■,'■'■■: 

,  ;Harehiuiied:toMy!htlBEB:nfztmOiBing,ittitn  IlnddaDe.dreohij;,  tMd 
sqidi  "  S(g»Vi':idCiS«dtilkDe,  I  am  ooitle  tOnday,  to  talk  wkh  yon  aboat  at 
a^riwia  aflbir,".  i  imfried  bita  iDto  my  dcnat,  ttfaeta,  Oamiag  to  t}(e  point' 
Ht  paoe,  "i  believe,'*  oeottinAed  ha,  "that  yDu  aiv  mtt  ijnOTBAt' of  m^' 
errand.  I  love  Serapbiilai  and-aa  yod  eabiaray  her  fitlwr  bt  any  tbn^i 
j^cAf  render  tuna  fiwoar^le  to  tae ;  procara  fbE  me  the  obji«t  at  ■mtf  paMion, 
aiti  let  qie  owe  tlw  bappnuta  ef  nly  life  to  yoD."-^'^SipM>r  Doai  Joaa,"' 
a^awezed  I,  "ainoe  yon  oome  to  thd  buwaese  at  oncoi  give  me  leave  f' 
foUow  your  examj^i  and,  after  bark^.prDnaued  yoa  my  g«Qd  ofioea  widk: 
t^  father  of  oty  god-idangbtef,  to  demand  jrsnr  intcreat  vith  ysmaiater,  in 
in.y  bchajf." 

:  At  thAielaet  ^orda,  Don  Jaaaexpreaaed.an  ag^eeaUaaarpiiae,  from  wbitdt  - 
I  Hreir  a  favonrahle  omen.     "  Is  it  poaaible,"  cried  be,  "that  Donithea  mads. 
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A  GOiiqiie«t  of  your  heait  yesterday  ?  "— "  I  am  qwte^gJwniKd  wuk  tier  1"^ 
■aid  I,  "  and  shall  think  myself  the  happieatof  manluiid.  if  my  demand  is 
agreeable  to  you  both/* — •*  Of  that  you  may  be  assured,**  he  replied, "  noble 
as  we  are,  we  will  not  disdain  your  alliaoce,"— "  I  am  very  glad/*  answered 
I,  "  that  you  make  no  difficulty  in  receiving  a  plebeian  for  your  brother-in- 


law  :  I  esteem  you  the  more  on  that  account :  and  in  so  doing,  yoo  shew 
your  good  understanding;  but  were  you  even  so  vain  as  to  refuse  your 
sister's  hand  to  any  but  a  gentleman,  know,  that  I  could  satisfy  yoar  pride ; 
I  have  laboured  twenty  years  under  the  minister ;  and  the  king,  to  recom- 
pense the  services  which  I  have  done  the  state,  has  gratified  me  with  letters 
of  nobility,  which  you  shall  see.'*  So  saying  I  took  my  patent  out  of  the 
drawer  where  it  lay  concealed,  and  presented  it  to  the  gentleman^  who  read 
it  attentively,  from  beginning  to  end,  with  vaat  satisfaotion.  **  This  is 
excdlent !"  said  he,  restoring  the  papers ;  ''  Dorothea  is  jronra.*'— *'  And 
you,"  cried  I,  "  may  depend  upon  Seraphina." 

These  two  marriages  being  thus  resolved  upon,  all  that  remainod  was  to 
know  if  the  brides  would  consent  with  a  good  g^raoe ;  for  Don  Joan  and  I. 
being  equally  deHcate,  did  not  intend  to  force  their  inclinations.  That  gen- 
tleman retumedi  therefore,  to  his  castle  of  Jutella,  to  propose  me  to  his 
sis^r ;  and  I  assembled  Sdpio^  Beatrice,  and  their  daughter,  to  comrounieate 
the  converaation  I  had  had  with  that  cavalier.  Beatrice  was  for  acoeptiiig  him 
without  hesitation ;  and  Seraphina,  by  her  silence,  shewed  that  the  was  of 
her  mother's  opinion.  As  to  the  ftither,  he  was  not  indeed  averse  to  the 
match,  but  expressed  some  uneasiness  about  the  dowry,  which,  he  said, 
must  be  given  to  the  gentleman,  whose  castle  had  sudi  pressing  need  of 
repairs.  I  stopped  Scipio's  mouth,  telling  him,  that  affair  oonc^ned  me^ 
and  that  I  would  make  a  present  to  my  god-daughter  of  foar-thonaand 
pistoles  for  her  portion. 
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Don  Jncn  returmng  that  very  evening,  "Your  affairs,"  said  I  to  him, 
**  succeed  to  a  mirade:  I  wish  mine  may  be  in  no  worse  condition."  ^ — 
^'Thej  are  also  on  an  excellent  footing,"  he  replied,  "I  had  no  occafion 
to  employ  authority  to  obtain  Dorothea's  consent :  your  person  is  to  her 
hking,  and  she  is  pleased  with  your  behaviour.  Tou  were  apprehensive 
of  your  being  disagreeable  to  her ;  and  she  is  more  justly  afraid,  that 
having  nothing  but  her  hand  and  heart  to  offer — " — "What  more  would 
I  have  V*  cried  I,  in  a  transport  of  joy :  "  since  the  charming  Dorothea 
has  no  reluctance  to  unite  her  fate  with  mine,  I  ask  no  more ;  I  am  rich 
enough  to  marry  her  without  a  portion,  and  the  possession  of  her  alone 
win  crown  my  wishes !" 

Don  Juan  and  I,  very  well  pleased  with  having  brought  matters  happily 
so  far,  resolved  to  hasten  our  nuptials,  by  suppressing  all  superfluous 
ceremonies.  I  brought  this  gentleman  and  Seraphina's  parents  together ; 
and  after  they  had  agreed  upon  the  conditions  of  the  marriage,  he  took  his 
leave,  promising  to  return  next  day  with  Dorothea.  The  desire  I  had  of 
appearing  agreeable  to  that  lady  made  me  employ  three  good  hours,  at 
least,  in  adjusting  and  adorning  myself;  and  yet,  for  all  that,  I  could  not 
make  myself  pleased  with  my  own  person.  It  is  only  a  pleasure  for  a  young 
man  to  prepare  himself  for  visiting  his  mistress ;  but  to  one  who  begins 
to  grow  old,  it  is  quite  a  fatigue.  However,  I  was  more  happy  than  I 
deserved  to  be. 

When  next  I  saw  Don  Juan*s  sister,  she  regarded  me  with  such  a 
favourable  eye,  that  I  imagined  myself  still  good  for  something.  I  had  a 
long  conversation  with  her,  was  charmed  with  her  disposition ;  and  con- 
dudedy  that  with  delicate  behaviour,  and  a  great  deal  of  complaisance^  I 
should  beoome  a  beloved  spouse.  Elevated  with  this  agreeable  hope,  I 
sent  to  Valencia  for  two  notaries,  who  drew  up  the  contract  of  marriage : 
then  we  had  recourse  to  the  curate  of  Paterna,  who  came  to  lirias,  and 
married  Don  Juan  and  me  to  our  mistresses. 

Thus,  for  a  second  time,  did  I  light  the  torch  of  Hymen,  and  had  no  cause 
to  repent  my  conduct.  Dorothea,  like  a  virtuous  wife,  made  a  pleasure  of 
her  duty ;  and  sensible  of  my  care  to  anticipate  her  desires,  soon  attached 
herself  to  me  as  much  as  if  I  had  been  a  young  man.  On  the  other  hand, 
Don  Juaa  and  my  god-daughter  were  inflamed  with  mutual  ardour :  and, 
what  is  very  singular,  the  two  sisters-in-law  conceived  the  most  passionate 
and  sincere  friendship  for  one  another.  As  for  my  part,  I  found  so  many 
good  quaHtiea  in  my  brother-in-law,  that  I  felt  a  real  affection  for  him : 
.  and  he  did  not  repay  it  with  ingratitude.  In  short,  the  union  that  reigned 
among  na  was  such,  that,  in  the  evening,  when  we  parted  only  till  next 
day,  that  separation  was  not  perfcrmed  without  pain ;  so  that  of  the  two 
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